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QUESTIONS FRAMED BY THE GOMMISSIOF. 


Evidence before the Indian Hemp Drugs Commission, 1893-94. 


CHAPTER I 

iNTBODUCTOR'i 

1 TVhat opportunities have i ou had of obtain- 
ing information rcgaiding the matters connected 
with hemp dings m regaid to which your answers 
are framed ’ ^ 

2 In the most reeent woik on ganja (Dr 
Frames lepoit of 21st June 189d) it is stated that 
“^in India three narcotic aitiolcs are obtained 
naturally from hemp These are, siddhi or bhang, 
charas, and ganja ” They are thus defined by 
Dr Pram “Siddhi, bhang, subji oi path are 
difierent names applied to the diy leaves of the 
hemp plant, whethei male or female and whether 
cultiaated or unoulhvated 

" Charas is the name applied to the lesinous 
matter which foims the active piiuciple of the 
plant when collected sepaiately 

" Ganja consists of the dried floweiing tops of 
cultivated female hemp plants which have become 
coated with resin in consequence of hav ing been 
unable to set seeds freely The formation of 
seeds is prevented by the destruction of all the 
male plants 

“Three varieties of ganja are sold Ganja is 
usually manufactured by being trodden undei foot, 
so that the agglutinated flower tops assume a 
flattened shape This is ‘ Flat ganja ’ The 
other sort of ganja is not tiodden, but rolled 
under loot, so that the agglutinated flowei-tops 
are less closely adheient, and assume a rounded 
shape This is ‘ Round ganja/ The flower-tops 
of ganja detached fiom the t'Mgs, whether of flat 
or of round ganja, and whether the detachment 
has been accidental or deliberate, form ‘ chui ’ or 
‘ Broken ganja ’ ” 

May these definitions be accepted for your pro- 
vince? By what name is each oi these products 
locally known ? 


CHAPTER IE 

Cultivation on Growth or Hemp 
{Camahs saliva ) 

3 In what distnets of which you hnv'o know- 
ledge does the hemp plant grow spontaneously’ 
hlentiou any in which it is abundant 

A By what different names is it known? Do 
these refer to exactly the same plant? 

3 What special conditions of climate, soil, 
lainfall, elevation above sealevcl, etc , are nececsaiy 
to the giowth of the wild hemp ? 

6 Is the growth of the wild hemp oidmaiily 
dense, or scattered ’ 

7 Is theie any cultivation of the hemp plant 
in jour province — 

(a) for production of ganja, 

(li) for pioduction of chaias, 

(c) for use as bhang , 


(<f) for its fibie oi seeds , 

If so, where and to what extent’ 

8. If theie has recently been any considerable 
inciease or deciease in the aiea under suoh culti- 
vation, state the leason 

9 Give any particulais you aie able legaiding 
the methods of such cultivation 

10 Do the persons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic piopeities form a special class ’ Oi aie 
they of the same classes as other agneultuial 
cultivators ’ 

11 Are the plants cultivated for the pioduction 
of ganja evei raised fiom the seed of the wild 
hemp’ 

12 Have jou any reason to suppose that the 
(so-called) wild hemp is anywhere specially culti- 
vated for the production of ganja? If so, give 
the names of the distiicts or tiaots in which this 
occuis, and your opinion as to the extent to which 
the practice exists Is the male plant extiipated 
m such cases ’ 

13 (a) Is the cultivation of hemp plant for 
ganja restricted in j out province ’ If so, to what 
distnets’ Why were they selected’ If not 
restricted, js the cultivation common to all dis- 
tricts ’ 

(d) Are there anj special conditions of climate, 
soil, rainfall, elevation abov e sea-level, etc , which 
are necessary foi the cultivation of hemp foi 
producing ganja’ 

(c) Is theie any pait of your piovmce wheie its 
cultivation would be impossible ? 


CHAPTER III 

Preparation or Minupacttieb 

14 Aie any of the following products of the 
hemp plant prepared in your province — 

{«) ganp, 

(4) charas, 

(c) bhang ? 

If so, where pnd to what extent ’ 

15 Give any paiticulars you are able regarding 
the methods of suoh preparation, distinguishing 
specnllj the methods of piepantion from (a) the 
cultivated, and (i) the wild plant respectively, and 
distinguiBliing also piepaiations £oi (A) smoking, 
(B) eating, and (C) dunking 

1C (a) Is bhang prepaied geneially by the 
people in their houses ? 

(4) Can it he prepaied Horn the hemp plant 
wbeiever grown ’ 

(c) Can ganja or charas also he prepared from 
the wild plant wheievei grown ’ 

17 By what classes of the people me the prepai- 
ations of the hemp ding respectively made ? 

18 Does any of these thiee drugs (gaiija^ 
chaias, and bhang) doteiiorateby keeping? Does 
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it quite lose its effect m time? Hon long cloes 
it keep good -nritU ordinary care ? I'at aro'the 
causes of deterioration ? What special measures 
can be taken to prevent detOiioiation ? 


CHAPTER IV 

Trade 

(Statistics to be obtained from Government 
offices ) 


CHAPTER V 

CONSDMVTION OR UsE 

Note — 11 is very important, m ananonUB tlio qnoations 
framed under this chapter, to distinguish ciyofidly bot'veon 
gan]a, oharas, and bhang The nnswot snouW doal only with 
those forms of tho drug knoum to tho witness, nnd shonid clear 
ly specify in each ease tho form or forms to which lua atatoments 
apply 

19 Are ganja and ebams used onl}' foi smok- 
ing ? If not, name an} other uses to wbieb either 
IS pub, with partioulais as to such usc=, and the 
places where they are prevalent 

20 What classes and what pioporhon of tho 
people smoke gauja and charas leapcctiaely ? and 
in what localities ? 

21 "What kind of gin]a(flat, round oi "cluir”) 
IS prefer! ed for smoking’ If different kinds are 
used in diffeiout localities, give particulars 

22 IVInt chaias, native or foreign, is chiefly 
used ’ If foieign, whence is it imported ’ 

23 Is bliang ever used for smoking ? If so, in 
what localities, by what classes of the people, and 
to what extent’ 

24 What classes and wlnt proportions of the 
people lespectively (o) eat or (6) drink bhang, and 
in what localities ’ 

25 Is the use of gan 3 a, cnaras, and bhang, or 
of any of these drugs, on the increase or on the 
deciease? 

Give any leasons }ou are able 

26 State foi each of these diugs what propor- 
tion of the consumeis aie — 

(a) H ibitual moderate consumers, 

(^i) Habitual excessive consumeis, 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers, 

{d) Occasional excessive consumers 

27 Wliat classes of the people are each of 
these m iinly taken from, and wh it lu each case 
are the liibits of life oi circumstances which 
mainly lead to the pnctioe? 

28 What IS the average allowance and cost of 
each of these drugs per diem to— 

(a) Habitual raodeiate consumers, 

(5) Habitual excessive consumers ’ 

29 W'hat ingredients are (a) ordinarily or (i) 
exceptionally mixed with any of these drugs b} 
the diffei ent o!a=ses of consumers ? Is dbatura so 
used ’ W’hat is the object of these admixtures ? 

Do }on know of any preparation (such as "bhang 
massala”) which is sold for the purpose of being 
-mixed with any of these diugs ? Describe its 
ingredients 


30. (a) To what extent is the consumption of 
each of these three drugs practised in solitude or 
in company ? 

(d) Is it mainly confined to tho male sex or to 
any time of life? 

(c) Is it usual foi children to consnmo any of 
these drugs ? 

31 (n) Is the habit of consuming any of these 
diugs easily formed? 

(4) Is it difficult to break off ? 

J (c) la there a tendency in tho case of any of 
these drugs for tho moderate habit to develop into 
the exccssivo? 

82 (a) Mention an} enstoms, social or religions, 
in regard to the consumption of any of these 
I diugs Give an account of every such custom 

(4) Is the use of the ding in connection with 
I saoh custom regarded as essential ? 

(c) Is it generally temperate or excessive ? 

(d) Is it likely to lead to the formation of the 
habit, or otherwise injurious? 

33 (a) How is tho consumption of each of 
these drugs generally rcgaialod ? 

(4) Can it bo said that tbere is an} public opi- 
nion (social or religious) in regard to the practice ? 
Ifso, wbat? If yon think tliat the use of any 
form of the narcotic is general!} in disrepute, to 
what do you attribute that sentiment? 

(c) Is tbero any custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant on certain occasions by certain sects of 
tho people’ 

31 Would it be a serious privation to any 
class of consumers to forego tho consumption of 
'the drug they uso? Give your reasons in each 
case Give some idea of the probable numbers 
of each class 

35 (a) Would it be feasible to prohibit the use 
of an} or all of these drugs? 

(4) Would the drug be consumed illicitly? 

(c) How could tho prohibition bo enforced ? 

(ff) Would tho prohibition occasion serious dis- 
content among the consnmers? 

(f) W’’ou)d such discontent amount to a political 
danger ? 

(/) Would the prohibition be followed by 
recourse to (o) alcoholic stimulauts or (4) othii 
drugs ? 

36 Is there any reason for thinking that al- 
cohol IS now being to a ceitam extent substituted 
for my of these drugs? If so, to what causes 
do you attribute this change, aud wbat proof is 
tbere of its reality ? 


I CHAPTER VI 

Epfeois 

Note —It is very important, in nnsivcrinf' tlio qnestion” 
framed under this chapter, to distinguish oarotaUy hotwoon 
ganjn, oharas, and bhang Tho answer should deal onlv 
with tho form of hemp knoam to witness, and should 
elearly spooify in oaoli oaso tho form or forms to which his 
statomonts apply, and tho partionlar experionoos on which 
they aro based Question 56 deals with tho effoet of 
admiitaros Ihis should also bo referred to in answering 
any question whoro any snob admixture goucrallj affocts 
tho case But tho answer ought in tho first lustanco, to 
doal with the oSoet of the hemp drug apart from any such 
admixture 

87 Are tbe effects of charas smoking different 
in any paitieular from those resulting from ganja 
smoking? If so, state the difference 
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38 Have tLe three different preparations o£ 
ganja (lound and flat ganja and ‘'clmi”)aiiy 
different effects m Lind oi digiee on tonsumeis'* 

39 Is the smoking of any prepaiation of the 
hemp plant in ani way a le'S injurious form of 
consumption than drinking oi eating the same 
01 any other piepaiation ’ Give leasons for your 
answer 

40 (a) Is the use of any of these drugs 
preset ihed on account of its medicinal qualities by 
any school of Native Doctors ^ 

(6) Aie any of them used in the tieatmeiit of 
cattle disease ? 

41 May the model ate u=e of oharas, ganja, or 
bhang be beneficial in its effects— 

(а) as a food accessory or digestive , 

(4) to give staj ing power iindei severe exertion 
01 exposure, or to alleviate fatigue , 

(c) as a febrifuge oi pieventive of disease in 
malaiious and unhealthy tracts , 

(d) in any other nay 

"What classes (if any) use the drug for anj' of 
the above purposes, and in nhat propoition of 
such classes ^ Is it the modeiate habitual use 
or moderate occasional use of the drug which j on 
refei to ^ 

42 If not beneficial, do you considei the 
modeiate use of any oi these drugs to be harm- 
less ? Gne reasons for your answer 

43 Are modeiate consumers inoffensive to their 
neighbours ? 

44 (a) M'hat is the immediate effect of the 
moderate use ot any of these drugs on the habitual 
consumer ? 

(i) Is it refreshing ? 

(c) Does it produce intoxication ’ 

(d) Does it allay hunger ? 

(e) Does it create appetite ? 

(y) How long does the effect last^ 

(y) Are there anj after-effects’ 

(A) Does the want of subsequent gratification 
pioduce any longing or uneasiness ? 

45 (fl) Does the habitual moderate use of any 
of these drugs produce any noxious effects — physi- 
cal, ment d, oi moral ? 

(б) Does it iinpaii the constitution in any way ’ 

(c) Does it injuio the digestion oi cause loss 
of appetite ’ 

(d) Does it cause dysentery, bronchitis, oi 
asthma ? 

(e) Does it impaii the moral sense oi induce 
laziness or habits of immorality oi debauchery ’ 

(/) Does it deaden the intellect or produce 
insanity ? 

If it produces insanity, then of what type, 
and IS it temporary or permanent ? 

If temporary, may the symptoms be re-induced 
by use of the drug after libeiation from restraint? 

Are there any t\ pical symptoms ? 

Do insanes who ha\e no lecoided ganja histoiy, 
confess to the use of the drug ? 

(y) In such c ises of the alleged connection 
between insanity and the use of hemp as ore known 
to you, aie you of opinion that the use of the 
drug by persons suffeiing from mental anxiety 
or brain disease to obt iin lelief has been sufficiently 
considered in c> plaining that connection? 


And do you think theie is any evidence to 
indicate that insanity may often tend to indulgence 
in the use of hemp diugs by a person whoi is 
deficient in self-contiol through weakened in- 
tellect ’ 

Give an account uiidei each of these points of 
any cases with which you are acquainted 

46 Discuss the same question in regard to the 
habitual excessive use of any of these diugs 

47 Does the habitual moderate use of any of 
these drugs appear to be a hereditary habit oi to 
affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer,’ 

48 Discuss the same question in regard to the 
habitual excessive use of any of these drugs 

i, 49 (fl) Is the moderate use of any of these 
drugs practised as an aphrodisiic? 

(i) Is it so used by prostitutes ? 

(c) Is the use for this purpose more injurious 
than Us use as an ordinary narcotic, and, if so, 
how ’ 

(d) Does the use of hemp tend to produce 
impotence ’ 

50 Discuss the same question in idgaid to the 
excessive use of any of these drugs 

51 (fl) Are any laige proportion of had charac- 
ters habitual moderate consumeis of any of these 
dings ? 

(i) What connection, if anj,lias the modeiate 
use with Clime in general oi with crime of any 
special cliaractei ? - ^ 

52 Discuss the same question m regard to the 
excessive use of any of these dings 

63 Does excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs incite to unpiomeilitated crime, violent or 
otherwise? Dojou know of any casein which 
it has led to tempoiaiy homicidal fienzy ? 

54 Are these diugs used by ci iminals to fortify 
themselves to commit a piemeditated act of vio- 
lence or othei crime ? 

65 (fl) Do ciiminals, in oidei to further their 
designs, induce their \ictiras to partake of any 
of these diugs and so stupefy themselves? 

(4) Can complete sfupefiction be thus mduced 
by this drag witliout admixture 

56 How are the effects of hemp, used (a) in 
moderation and (4) in exiiss, modified by tlie 
admixtme of other substances’ Note specially 
anj information you possess legaiding the admix- 
ture of dhatura for peisonal consumption or for 
admmistiation to others 

57 Ganja and chai as aie said sometimes to be 
eaten or diunk Wheie this is the case, give 
your experience as to the effects, dealing sepaiate 
ly with my of the heads in the preceding questions 
which seem to lequne notice 


CHAPTER VII 

Administration — Taxation Control 

58 If you are acqu anted with the piesent system 
of Excise Administr itiOD in your piovince in res- 
pect of hemp dings, do jou consider it to be 
working well, or do you consider it to be capable 
of improvement ’ 

59 If capable of improvement, indicate in what 
direction oi diiections, giving leasons £oi jour 
answer. 
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60 If ganja 7S produced in your province, do 
j ou think that the cultivation of the gan]a-bear- 
iDg plant and the process of its preparation are 
sufficiently controlled, oi that the system requiies 
modification in any lespeet'* If so, in what 
respects and why 

61 If chaias is produced in your piovinoe, do 
you think the cultivation of the hemp plant foi 
its pioduction and the process of pieparation me 
sufficiently controlled, or that the system requiies 
modification in any respect If so, in what res- 
pects and why ’ 

62 Do you think that the cultivahon of the 
hemp plant for the production of bhang' should be 
in any way contiolled'’ Would this be feasible? 
If so, indicate the method by which such control 
could be exeicised 

63 Have you any objection to the present 
system of ° ^ s chiral or pieparations 

3 bbang 

of them? If you have any objections, stale them 
at length, and indicate the impiovcments you 
suggest 

64 Have y ou any objections to the existing 
regulations governing the export and import of 
these drugs or of their piepaiations from and into 
your piovince, oi their tiansport within the pro- 
vince ? Give reasons for yom ansucr 

_ 1 ganjft 

65 In jour opinion is the taxation or 2 cbam^ 

3 bhang 

reasonable with aeference (a) to each other, (i) to 


alcoholic or other intoxicants? Give reasons for 
anv alterations m the amount of taxation of any 
of these articles which yon may suggest 

66 In youi opinion is it ncoessaiy that there 
should he different rates of taxation foi different 
kinds of g.anja (such as the " flat," “ round," and 
“broken ’ ganja pi educed m Bengal), or for ganja 
grown in different localities? Jf so, ou what 
principle ? 

67 Having regaid to the ultimate incidence of 
the tax on the consumer, have y ou any objections 

1 panja 

to the present method of taxing » chnra^ ? 

3 bhang 

68 Are there in y'our province houses or shops 
licensed for the sale of these drugs or their prepar- 
ations wlitre they may be consumed on the premi- 
ses ^ W’^hat IS your view in respect to such houses 
or shojis ? 

66 Are the wishes of the people consulted or 
considered m any way befoio a shop is opened in 
any locality? What mtasurcs are taken for this 
purpose ? Ought local public opinion to be thus 
consideied ? 

70 Aie there any facts rcgardingthe importa- 
tion or smuggling of hemp drugs from Mnhvc 
States into y our piovinco to which you wish to 
dmw attention ? Is duty really paid in respect 
to the ganja and other hemp drugs used? Or is 
there any general use of untaxed drugs, and by 
whom ? 
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1 

Designation. 
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Bombay 




1 

Honourable T D Maokenziet 

Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
and Opium . , 

Abkari 

1 

2 

G B Eeidt 

Commissioner 


2 

3 

6 W Vidalt 

Chief Secretary to Government 

1 

3 

4 

W Porteons . . . 

Collector 

1 

4 

6 

E J Ebdon* 

l^lttiO • • 

! 

tb. 

6 

W P Sinclair* 

Ditto 


9 

7 

F L Cbarlea 

Ditto . 

• • 

11 

S 

F S P Lely* 

Ditto . 


13 

9 

J M. Campbell, Cl Et 

Collector of land Eevenuo and Customs , 
«nd Opium • 

16 

10 

J Mlontcatb • . . 

Collector . 

• 

17 

11 

H ‘Woodward • « < . 

Ditto 


19 

12 

A. Cnmmo • 

Acting Collector . 


21 

13 

W "W Drew 

Ditto 

• 

th% 

14 

E A Iamb , . . 

Ditto 


22 

16 

M C Gibb 

Assistant Magistrate 


24 

16 

H "W BagncU , . 

Ditto 

• 

lb 

17 

0 Q Dodgson . 

Ditto 


25 

18 

Hon G D Panao . . 

Ditto . 


27 

19 

A H Plunkett . 

City Magistrate . 

• 

28 

20 

P H Dastur, Khan Bahadur 

Presidency Magistrate 


34 

21 

E B lallubhai Gordhandna* 

Deputy Collector , , 

« 


22 

E B Narayan Gancsb Deahpande . 

Ditto 


36 

23 

E E K M Thatte . 

Ditto 


38 

24 

E B Bhimbai Kirparam* t 

Ditto 


39 

25 

E B Venkatesh Bapnp Vadekar 

Ditto • 

• • 

42 

20 

K B Dadabhai Dinshaji • 

Ditto 

• 

45 

27 

R B Bhaakar Eamohandra Hoblikar 

Ditto 

• 

48 

28 

E B Sitaram Damodat • , • 

Ditto • 

• 

61 

29 

K B Eatanji Edalji Kanga • 

Ditto . 

• • 

54 

30 

E B Bapu]i Mahrpat Kharkar 

Ditto 


67 

31 

! 

E B Eango Eamohandra Bhardi . 

Ditto, Assistant to Commissioner, Cen 
tral Division 

60 
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BOMBAI — COM id 



32 

RB RaangaudttChBiiviigauti'i Artal* 

Deputy Collector 

64 

33 

B B Eamchandra Rajaraai llul6 * 

Ditto Administrator o£ Jatb 

67 

34 

R B V H SUikro 

Deputy Collector • 

72 

35 

J r Fernandez 

Retired Deputy Collector . 

73 

so 

E B Na-ayan Bliil aji Joglekar * 

Pensioned Deputy Collector and Katb 
ban oltbe Aundb Stato 

75 

37 

H Ingle • 

Retired Deputy Collector 

79 

38 

W Almon* • 

Assistant Collector of Abkan ■ 

80 

30 

B S Ganc^li Pandurang Thakur * 

Mamlatdar 

81 

40 

E S Narayan Vainan Dcobliankar 

Ditto f . 

90 

41 

E S Slieslio Krisna lindkavi 

Ditto 

91 

42 

R S Viftal Eaglionath Dango • 

Ditto . . 

94 

43 

E S L M Doslipande . 

Ditto . 

i5 

44 

E 6 Enshnaji Balal Devat ** 

Ditto « « « « 

90 

45 

B S Eamchandra Nai-ajan Joglckar 

Ditto 

98 

40 

Balknshnn Narayan Vaidya 

Stale Karblnn . 


47 

Dadabbai Bar]or]Oo Guzdar . 

Abknri Inspector 

100 

48 

K S Nasarranji Edalji Setua 

Ditto 

106 

49 

Yashvantrao Kilkantb 

Superintendent, Ollicc of Suivcy Com 



iui«noncr nnd Director of Land Eecoide 
and Agricnltnrc 

lOS 


50 

G P Millet 

Divisional iorcst Ofliccr . 

113 

61 

Lieutenant Colonel J Humtrej t 

Inspector General of Polico 

111 

62 

II Scanncll f 

Superintendent, Great Indian Peninsula 




Railway Police 

115 

53 

E W E H Vincent, C I.E t 

Olbciating Commissioner of Police 

116 

64 

H Kennedv i 

District Superintendent, Polico 

117 

00 

J E Down 

Ditto . , 

119 

66 

Major T E M Maepherson 

Ditto 

120 

67 

r T V Austin . 

Ditto . 

121 

68 

Dbanjisba Dadabhoy 

Ditto 

123 

59 

T 6 Foard 

Supcnntenacnl of Police 

124 

60 

K B Nanabbai Kavasji 

Polico Inspector 

129 

61 

J A Gnider 

Ditto 

132 

62 

R S Pransbankar* 

Ditto . 

>5 

63 

Surgeon Major General P S Turnbull t . 

Surgeon General wilb tboGovemmoiitof 




Bombay . 

135 

64 

Brigade-Surgeon-Lieutenant Colonel G A Mneona 




obie 

Principal, Grant Medical College 


65 

Brigade Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel J Arnott 

Physician m charge, St George silos 
pital 

Surgeon to the Gocul Dass Teipal Bos 

130 

60 

Surgeon Major D N Parakb 



pital 

th 

67 

Surgeon Major H IV B Boyd • 

Civil Snrgeon 

137 


* Examined orally Exaniincd orally only 
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68 

Surgeon Lieutenant Co'onel M L Bartbolomei sz J 

: Civil Surgeon , 

110 

69 

Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel W McConaglii * 

Ditto , 

141 

70 

Surgeon Major H MoCalman f 

Ditto , 

144 

71 

Surgeon-Major D C Davidson 

Ditto 

145 

72 

Suigeon Captain W H Jennings f 

Ditto 4 , 

146 

73 

Surgeon Major K E Kirtikai * ' 

Ditto 

tb 

74 

Surgeon Colond. D E Hughes *■ 

Principal Medical Officer, Bombaj, Deesa 
and Aden Districts 

'■ 151 

76 

Surgeon Captain W H Burke t 

Assistant Civil Surgeon 

162 

76 

E S Bhikaji Amnt Chohlie 

Assistant Surgeon 

163 

77 

K B Dossabhai Pestonji * 

Ditto Honorary Assistant 
Suigeou to His Excellency tlio Viceroy 

151 

78 

Anna Moresbivar Kunte . 

Assistant Surgeon 

150 

79 

M E Pereira ^ 

Ditto 

il> 

SO 

E B Tbaknrdas Kirkabhai 

Ditto 

157 

81 

Abdul Gbam Hakim . 

Ditto , 

160 

82 

B H Hanavati • 

Ditto, Teacher of Surgery and 
Midwifery 

161 

83 

Bbau Snecarara . 

Cml Hospital Assistant 

163 

81 

Eajana Lokaji 4 

Ditto 

163 

86 

Jamitram Jayasbankai 

Ditto 

161 

86 

SadasbiT Waman * 

Ditto 

165 

87 

Pbirozsba Dinsba ^ 

Ditto 

168 

88 

Sbaik Sarfraz Hakim 

Ditto 

170 

89 

Parsan Singh ♦ 

Ditto 

171 

90 

E B Vishram Eamji Ghollay 

Medical praotitioner 

172 

81 

Ganesh Krishna Garde ^ 

Ditto 

173 

92 

J Geison Da Cunha . 

Ditto 

179 

93 

Edalji Nassermanji 

Ditto . 

180 

94, 

J C Lisboa 

Ditto 

tb 

95 

Bhalcbandrn Kiishna Bhatavadekar 

Ditto 

181 

96 

Ismail Jan Mahomed 

Ditto . 

183 

97 

Ardesir Dadabhoy Mody 

Ditto, Membei, Municipal Cor 
poration 

184 

98 

Httamram Teemanram 

Native Doctor 

ih 

99 

Kesbowram Haridat 

Ditto , 

186 

100 

Parbhuram Jeemanram* 

Ditto 

187 

101 

Tithaldass Pranjimandass 

Landlord and Trader 

100 

102 

Eamohandra Knslina Kotbavale ** 

[namdar 

192 

103 

Eev D 0 Pox . 4 

Methodist Episcopal Church 

196 

104 

Desaihhai Kalidas 1 

Government Pleader 

197 

105 

E B Govindno Ramchandra Garnd ' 

P/eader 

201 


* Examined orally t Examined orally only 

Z Summoned to attend at a mpoting of the Commission for oral examination, but mas unable to appear 
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Bombay — concld 



lOG 

E B Hnolirao Aolint Earihar 

Picador • 

203 

107 

Naro Dhakadeo • 

Ditto 

205 

108 

Daji Abaji Kharo 

Honorary Soorotary, Bombay Branch, 
East India Association 

207 

109 

Sowak Ball Karsondas 

Sccrctarj, Arja Samaj 

208 

110 

B. B Vishranath Keshava Joglokar * 

Sowkar 


111 

Djnonatk Shivsbankcr 

Chemist and Druggist . 

214 

112 

Nnwaloband Hcorachnnd 

Jeweller 

215 

113 

Jamsedjco Naiserwanjoc Gmwalln§ 

Abknn and Opinm Contractor 

210 

114 

Kisan Dalichanfi ♦ 

Ganja vendor 

219 

116 

Nannn Mian B SbaiL • 

Municipal Secretary 

220 

IIG 

E B Vonkat Bango Eatti 

Pensioner 

223 

117 

Gnrappa Eaohappa Sbctt 

Shotti, Mnnicipal Commissioner and 
Local Board Member 

22C 

118 

Laldas Iiaxmanji * , 

Solicitor’s Clerk 

230 


SUD 



1 

HEM James . . 

Commissioner in Sind 

235 

2 

15 Giles 

Collector 

237 

3 

CBS Steele 

Ofljciatiiig Deputy Commi'sioner 

241 

4 

Khan Bahadnr Kaditdad Khan Gnl Khan, C I E 

Dopnty Collector 

243 

6 

K B Sadik Ah 

Ditto 

247 

C 

Khan Bahadur Mahomed TaLnb 

Ditto 

264 

7 

Wndhumal Chandiram 

Pensioned Deputy Collector 

ih 

8 

0 Maolver . 

District Supenntendent, Police, 

255 

9 1 

Eahimtulla Kha n 

Inspector of Poheo . 

th 

10 

B B Laksbman Singh 

Ditto 

257 

11 

Mahomed Mnnd 

Ditto 

259 

12 

G Jndd , . 

Head Prorcntivo Ofllcor 

2G0 

13 

G J Barker . 

Abkan Inspector 

201 

14 

Eao Bahadui Alumal Tnkamdas 

Deputy Educational Inspector 

263 

15 

Brigade Snrgeon-lientenant Colonel G Bam 
bridge 

CiTil Surgeon 

265 

16 

Brigade Surgeon-Lieutenant Colonel J F Keith • 

Ditto 

267 

17 

Surgeon-Major W H Corkery 

Ditto 

272 

18 

B Mackenzie , 

Assistant Surgeon . 

273 

19 

G M Daon 

Ditto 

271 

20 

J E Bocarro 

Ditto, Lecturer, Medical School 

277 

21 

Mnlohand Gnngaram , 

Assistant Surgeon 

282 

22 

Ehjah Benjamin , 

Cm! Hospital Assistant . 

281 

23 

Shaikt All * 

Ditto 

285 

• Exammed orally — — ~~ 


5 Invitod to attend at a mootme of the Commiaaion tor oral oiammation, lint faded to appear 
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Sind — contd 



2i 

Dr S M Kikn» 

Municipal Health Officer 

280 

2B 

Mnlhdum Dost Jlahommed 

Zammdar 

2S9 

26 

Shot Vistindns « , 

Ditto and Contractor 

290 

27 

Rov A E Ball 

Missionary CMS 

294 

28 

K S Matomed Laik 

Mukhtyarkar 

296 

29 

Pnbhdas Sliowakram . 

Secretary, Band of Hope 

299 

30 

Tirithdas Hasrajmal ^ 

Moichant 

301 

31 

Bhai Pcsmnal Nammal 

Merchant and Drug Parmer 

302 

32 

Amarnmal Pntamdas 

Hemp Drugs and Opium Contractor 

307 

33 

Maoglianmal Alumal 

Ditto 

30S 

34 

Sliol Dayaram Kiskonoliand 

Ditto 

309 

35 

1 Dm j\r&Iiomcd • • 

1 

Contractor and Employer of labour 

311 


Debas 

! 


1 

i A Elhott . j 

Deputy Commissioner 

313 

2 

Khan Bahadur Shamsuddm Ah Khan 

Officiatmg ditto . 

tb 

3 

C Shamrao 

Attachd to tho Resident at Hyderabad 

%b 

4 

Rao Bahadur Vaman Narajau Bapat 

Extra Assistant Commissioner 

315 

5 

K P Joshi . . 

Ditto . 

tb 

6 

J R 'O Grady 

1 

Ditto t • 

316 

7 

Knshnarao Han . < 

Officiating ditto • 

317 

8 

Aharao Jawroo . 

Karbhari Patel and Special Magistrate 

320 

9 

A Ardagh • 

Deputy Superintendent of Excise 

321 

10 

J C Watoha . 

Excise Inspector , 

323 

11 

■Waman Gancsh « 

Tahsildar • . . 

324 

12 

Yickooji Naram 

Ditto . 

327 

13 

Viuayak Appall Kaur . • • 

Officiating ditto 

329 

14 

Luinnan Gopal Deshpaudo 

Naib Tahsildar . 

331 

15 

Colonel C T lano 

Inspector General of Police 

333 

16 

H A Heath 

Distnct Snpormtendont of Pohee 

t& 

17 

N E Cumhorlege . • 

Ditto . 

tb 

18 

Surgeon Major C L Srraine 

Officiating Sanitary Commissioner and 
Inspector General of Dispensaries 

334 

19 

Surgeon-Major E B Roe • 

Civil Surgeon . 

335 

20 

Surgeon Captain B W Reilly 

Civil Surgeon and Superintendent, Cen 
tral Jail . . 

336 

21 

0 W Jones • • 

Cml Surgeon 

tb 

22 

J Morn son « 

Ditto 

337 

23 

W J Montgomery ' • 

Ditto , 

338 

24 

S Baijnath • • 

Medical Officer, Mady Hospital 

339 


• UxanuDod orally 
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Behab — contd 




35 

S G Steinhoffi • • 


3Icdical Ollioor m charge of Khamgaon 
Charitablo Dispensary 

311 

26 

Bmlcr Naroyan 


District Supormtendenl of Vaccination 

312 

27 

M Doorgiah PiUay 


Hospital Assistant 

3-13 

28 

31 Poonam Balam 3Ioodeliar 


Ditto 

345 

23 

E N Srudbollar 


Private hledical Practitioner 

lie 

30 

G V Khot 


Ditto 

lb 

31 

Khan Bahadnr Nairab Mnhaminad SalainullaKhnn 

Jngirdar 

318 

33 

G S Khaperdo 


Pleader 

W 

33 

Tcshwant Vaman Digho 

• 

Ditto 

3oO 

34 

Niaxnat Kban Bilan Khan 


Merchant 

3o3 

35 

Lakshman Atmaram 


Ditto . 

331 

36 

Khaja Abdul Baki 


Modo} lender 

i 

35C 


AjMEBE-MmiVABA , 




1 

G Bcnnott 


Alkari iBspcctor . 

330 

2 

G W Gayer . 


District Snpenutendent of Police 

360 

3 

Surgeon Major D Pf Mullen 


CimI Snrgeon , 

361 

4 

Sheikh Elahi Bakheb, Khan Bahadur 

• 

Eclirod Doctor and Honorary hlagis 
into 

tb 

5 

Aeghar Ah Khan 


Hospital Assistant 

3C3 

e 

Abdul Kayum 


Hakim , 

,l 

7 

Jail Amar Hansa 


Baid 

J64 


COOEO 




1 

A Bopanna 

• 

Planter 

867 

2 

hinkkati lyappa 

« 

Cultivator 

30S 


BAITJCHISTAlf 




1 

iIa3Qr G Gaisford 


Deputy CommiBsionoi 

300 

2 

Kazi Imamuddin . 


Cztra Assistant Commi's^ionpr 

lb 

3 

Kedar Nath , 


Head Clerk of the Political Agent ol 
Kalat , 

370 

4 

Muhammad Tusuf . 

• 

Hospital Assistant 

lb 

6 

IVaryam Singh 


Ditto , . 

371 

6 

Muhammad Akbar All Khan 


Ditto , 

37,3 

7 

Bhagwan Das 


Ditto 

tb 
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No 
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Designation 

i 

Page 


V 

Bcbma 

1 



1 

Colonel H B Spearman * . 

Commissioner 

■ 

375 

2 

Lientonant Colonel C B Cooke * 

Ditto 

. 

376 

3 

J E Bridges * , , 

Ditto 4 


377 

4 

Major BAN Parrott . 

OSg ditto 


380 

6 

A B Birks . 

Commissioner • 


th 

C 

J K. Maono t 

Deputy Commissioner 

• 9 

'381 

7 

K G Bumo * 

Ditto 

• 

xh 

8 

Major W P H Grey 

Ditto 

• 

383 

9 

A M B Irwin* . , 

Ditto 


xh 

10 

H Adamson . 

Ditto 


384 

11 

FI G Batten t . 

Ditto 

- 

ih 

12 

Major G S Eyre • 

Ditto 

- 

385 

13 

W N Porter 

Ditto 

• 

386 

14 

S H T de la Conrneuvo , 

Ditto 

t « 

th 

16 

A L Hough , 

Ditto 

k 

887 

IG 

J S D Pnsor * , 

j Offg ditto 

• 

th 

17 

E 0 Stevenson 

1 Ditto 

• • 

389 

18 

19 

E G Cullodont . 

E Lewis + 

Assistant Collector, and Snporintcndont, 
ProventivB Service 

Evciso Officer 

lb 

390 

SO 

Major SOP Pcilo f 

Inspector General of Police 

392 

21 

J D Mercer 

District Superintendent of Police 

1& 

22 

E IV Marlin 

Ditto 

ditto 

393 

23 

A G Mayno . 

Ditto 

ditto 

th 

24 

A J A Jardino . 

Ditto 

ditto , 

th 

25 

W G Snadden 

Ditto 

ditto . 

th 

2C 

M J Chisholm 

Ditto 

ditto . 

th 

27 

E H Holtoy 

Ditto 

ditto . 

394 

28 

C M Prendergast 

Ditto 

ditto 

th 

29 

W H Tarlctonf 

Ditto 

ditto 

th 

30 

E G Muinford 

Ditto 

ditto 

%b 

31 

E A E Castle 

Ditto 

ditto 

th 

32 

A. A bt C, Miller 

Ditto 

ditto 

395 

33 

E P Pedler . 

Ditto 

ditto 

th 

34 

A D Kiernandor 

j Ditto 

ditto , 

th 

35 

B L Cumberland 

Olfg District Superintendent of Police 

th 

36 

E A W G McDougall 

Ditto 

ditto 

1 

th 

37 

Brigade Surgcon-Lieut Col D Sinclairf i . 

Inspector General of Jails, Chief of the 
Civil Medical Dopattmont, etc 

396 

38 

Snrgeon*Lient Col 0 Baker f 

Gml Surgeon and 
Lnnatio Asylum 

Supciintendent, j 

th 


* Examined orally t Examined orally only 

X Summoned to attend at a mootinp of the Commission for oral examination, but was unable to appear 
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Bdbjia — contd 



39 

Surgeon Lieut Col P N Moolerjco • 

Cml Surgeon . 

397 

40 

Surgeon-Mojor S H Dantra * 

Ditto 

398 

41 

Surgeon Major P W Dalzell 

1 

Civil Surgeon and Superintendent, 
Central Prison . 

399 

42 

Surgeon Major 6 T Thomas 

Civrl Surgeon 

400 

43 

Surgeon Capt EES Davis^ 

Snpermtendent, Central Pnson 

401 

44 

Surgeon-Capt E H Castor 

Civil Surgeon 

th 

45 

0 L Mnnshi* . 

Ditto • 

403 

46 

Mahen3ta Nath Boy 

Eesident Medical OtBcor, Eangoon 
General Hospital 

403 

47 

Mnung Thinf 

Assistant Surgeon . . 

40i 

48 

Sona Mull . 

Civil Hospital Assistant 

405 

49 

Eight Eev J M Strachanf # 

Bishop of Eangoon . 

406 

60 

Sav? Maung t . . 

Ex SaTvbwa of Nyanngywe State 

th 

51 

Knngyi t 

Hnole of Sawbwa of Hsipan 

407 

52 

Kinwun Mingyi, C S I t . 

Pnme Minister to tne lato Governor 
of Burma 

1 

lb 

53 

Myowun IT Pe Si, C I E f 

Late Torvn Magistrate of Mandalay 

408 


• Examined orally 

t Examined orally only 









INDIAN HEMP DRUGS COMMISSION 


EVIDENCE OF BOMBAY WITNESSES, 


1. JEvidence of the Hon’dli! Mu T. D 

Salt, Allan and 

Oial evidence 

Quedion I— I liivo little Epecial experience 
nbonfc the hemp drngs The enbjcct nfcti noted 
little attention until this Commission wns appoint- 
ed On let August I completed tuentj -eight 
years’ seraico I have scr\cd in every capacity in 
the exccnlivo administration, except Divisional 
Commissioner 111 actual ehargo For two periods 
I have been Coramis'ioncr o£ Excise, making to- 
gether about eighteen months 

Question 69 — The use o£ the hemp drugs may 
be said to be general, but I am not able to speak 
nitli any personal knowledge as to the proportion 
of the population vyliich uses them The only know- 
ledge! have of increase and decrease is based on the 
figures given in my reports My impression is 
that tulUv ation IS on the decrease in conseijucnce 
of the rcstnctions imposed by the regulations for 
sale of the produce There is only one wholesale 
vendor besides the cultivators, nnd he is in the 
Ixolahn district lie imports from other districts, 
and supplies tlif Bombay market The loc.il supply 
of the drugs is, of course, supplemented by im- 
ports Ihesc imports seem to show an increase in 
the Northern Division, and the drugs come for 
the most ]nrt, as well as I can ascertain, from 
Ahmednagar and Satara But the increase in 
recent years IE not very important In the Cen- 
tral Division there is a tendency in the impoits to 
decrease , but I do not think there has been any 
material reduction in consumption in the Division 
There is a material increase of imports in the 
Southern Div isioii, notably in the Dharwar district 
This indicates an increase of consumption, and the 
tendency is still to increase On the point whe- 
ther the consumption of the whole presidency is 
growing or falling off, I shonld refer to the figures 
of retail sales supplied by the licensed vendors 
These are as trustworthy as we can get, but they 
cannot be regarded as better than ayiproximate 
If there is any tendency to general increase of 
consnmption it is very slight indeed 

Eegarding tlic substitution of drugs for alcohol 
or the reverse, I cannot speak with groat con- 
fidence I do not think there is cause to heheve 
that drug consumers are taking to liquor There 
IS no temptation to do so I ceitainly think liquor 
consumers are not taking to the dmgs The 
ol asses of the consumers of the two intoMcanls me 
quite distinct Theoielically, the cheapness of the 
drugs would he a temptation to people to consume 
them, but praclically the habits of the people 
prevent the change taking place 

I have had a good many y'cars’ experience as 
Magistrate and Collector in Ahmedabad, Belgaum, 
Thana, Broach, Khandesh, and I cannot recall 
any cases m which crime was traceable to the use 
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Mackenzie, Commissioner of Ouslome, 
Opium, jBomlay 

of ganya or bhang I cannot speak as to the effect 
on people’s health, foi the consumption is so 
triv lal I have certainly not noticed any deteriora- 
tion in the health of the people irom this cause 
I should, Ihereloro, be opposed to the prohibition 
of the ding or any severe lestriction The effect 
of Buch restriction would, in all probability, drive 
the people to more deleterious drugs, such as 
dbaliira, whicli is icady to band in every village 
I have not known dliatiira to be used as a substi- 
tute for the bemp drugs, or ns an admixture for 
strcnglbening the effect of the hemp drugs 
Though 1 have not this eipononce, still I think it 
quite possible that the ascetic class would take to 
it No other alternative drug suggests itself to 
me at the moment The ascetic class would not 
take to alcohol, because they could not afford it 
If the price of the hemp drugs were much rawed, 
the a'cetics would probably stmt themselves of food 
in order to get the drugs nnd so do themselves 
great inyiiry I do not think the labouring classes, 
who use tlie drugs, would take to dbaluta. They 
would rather take to alcohol I think this would 
probably do less harm, the liquor being toddy or 
spirit of good quality', such ns is supplied from 
central distillenes, tbm the bemp dings do I 
refer in Ibese answers to tlie moderate use of either 
intoxicant 1 do not think hemp consumers would 
take to opium, because it is an intoxicant of a 
different character Those w ho indulge in a strong 
stimulant would not be likely to take to a sedative 
drug In this respect I should wish to modify the 
concluding portion of paragraph 17 of my memo- 
randum As regards llio objects which Govern- 
ment should keep in view in reference to excise 
of these drugs, I think there is a demand for the 
hemp drugs, and that the demand will be satis 
fied legitimately or illegitimately' Government 
should, therefore, exorcise a certain amount of con- 
trol over the drugs, its measures should not be so 
restrictive as to induce smuggling and other crimes, 
and Government should at the same time be entitled 
to derive such revenue ns it legitimately can from 
this souice The policy should bo one of lestnc 
tion BO far as restriction is possible, and 1 base 
this opinion on the reputed effects of the drugs 
li absolute restriction were possible, I think it 
would be a good thing But the tciritories of the 
Bombiy prosidonoy interlace so extensively with 
foicign territory, wheie the cultivation of the 
drug cannot be controlled, that this would not be 
possible I think also that the feeling, which 
would bo aroused among the consumers nnd those 
who sympathise with, nnd are influenced by, them, 
makes such restriction undtsuable When I say 
reputed effects of the drug, I mean the effects of 
the drugs on tho people generally, whether taken 
in excess or moderation This view of mine does 
not extend to alcohol or opium. I am not able to 

» 
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say what measures have been tahen by Govern- 
ment to ascertuii the effects of the diugs Hitherto 
the matter has not attricted attention 1 base 
my opinion of the injuiious effects of the drug 
on the statistics of the lunatic asylums, and the 
understood fact that violent ciimes iie committed 
under the influence of the dings, i c , b} people 
who have pnmed themselves with them But I 
am not able to say that the statistics in legaid to 
insanity are trustwoithv , noi have I in twenty - 
eight years’ experience, personally come across a 
case of violent crime of this Lind. The Collector 
IS responsible for the excise administration of the 
district He does not Visit the ganja shops with 
the object of seeing the effect of the dings, nor 
does he collect the social a reel s caused by the 
dings foi purposes of inspection, I know of no 
general instructions issued by Government to 
undertake such inspection., nor, previous to this 
Commission, were any steps taken to cause medi- 
cal men to inform themselves of the effects of 
the drugs Since restriction must proceed on 
a knowledge of the effects of the drug, it is 
ceitainly the duty of Government to satiety itself 
as to these effects before introducing any restric- 
tion of a prohibitive character In the past action 
of Government there may have been a desire to 
protect the morals of the people , but Government 
action has been prompted principally by the right 
to derive revenue from tins source The drugs arc 
reputed to stimulate and afterwards to intoxicate 
I have never seen -any one intoxicated from the 
drugs I have seen plenty of natives intoxicated 
by toddy or country spiiit Intoxication is not 
harmless I nevertheless legard the hemp dvugs 
as more injurious, because they aio by repute 
more maddening and moie productive of crime 
In the Kolatia A,sy lum i etui ns there appear seventy- 
two admissions from spirit drinking and sixty- 
two from hemp drugs during the five years from 
1888 to 1892 As the number of consiimeis of 
alcohol is much the larger, the proportion of in- 
sanity would tell aguiist the hemp diugs I 
emuot make any distinction between the effects 
of ganja, bliauirand chaias Charas in this presi- 
dency IS hardly used at all, and gnnja is, accoid- 
ing to my information, woise than bhang 

I think the taxation of the hemp diugs in tbis 


presidency might be raised, but the question 
would require detailed and caieful examination 
The ganja of this presidency is roughly manufac- 
tured, though the cultivation is caieful enough 
Beferiing to paragraph 10 of my memorandum, 

I regard the revenue assessment ns disposing of 
the question of taxation as regards the cultiv ators 
A direct tax would necessitate the adoption of a 
system of distinct wholesale vend I see no 
objection to that as long as the tax does not f ill 
on the cultivators The variations in the retail 
price shown in paragraph 8 of my memorandum 
are no doubt excessive, and seem to indicate that 
there is room for taxation to regulate the whole- 
sale value of the drug But it is to he noted 
that the cheap rates prevail in districts where the 
plant 16 cultivated I think it reasonable that 
the consumers m the neighbourhood of cultivation ' 
should get the drug somewhat cheaper than con- 
sumers at a distance, 1 think that the ra.aximum 
of possession (40 tolas) might be very materially 
reduced. 1 certainly do not think that tins sort 
of restriction la ineffectual It has not been 
found so in the case of opium There is no con- 
sumption on the premises in the mufassal I think 
it ought to bo prohibited if it is found to exist 
I do not think the provision in clause G of the 
license Form A, sanctioned with Government 
Resolution No 4421, dated 28rd August 1880, 
results in causing the markets to bo flooded by 
the outgomg contractor with tbo drugs sold at a 
ruinously cheap rate The man has sense enough 
to avoid laying in a very large stock of a perish- 
able arbolo The largo contract system, I have 
advocated in paragraph 11 of my meiiiotandum, 
has the advantage .that it enlists the farmer in 
the cause of excise Government has a respon- 
Biblo man to deal with, who is more to he trusted 
than a number of petty shop-keepers I think 
that it IB desirable that Government should exei- 
cise the supervision over the drugs provided for 
in clause 5 of Form A If a wholesome quality 
of drug 18 not ensured at the shops, people will 
be driven to get it by smuggling The same 
principle applies as in the case of opium , but I 
would not go so far as to furnish a guarantee of 
the quality of the drug The object is to pro- 
tect the excise revenue. 


2 EoidenceofM.& G B Co?nmtsstoner, Northern Division) Almedabad, 


Dial evidence 

I have been in the Civil Service foi twenty six 
jeus I have served in the Central Dm-ion in 
Sitid, and also in the Northern Division, of which 
I am now Commis^ionoi 

My general impression m regard to the use of 
the hemp drags is that in Northern Guzerat the 
use of bhang and ganja is very insignificant The 
latter is confined to religious characters, such as 
baingis, etc , and people, such as gamblers and 
otheis, ol the loafing classes The consumption is 
much larger in the city ot Ahmedabad than in the 
distucts, but is rather there confined to snob class- 
es as I h ive indicated than to the permanent local 
population Ahmedabad is a gieat centrefor travel- 
ling mendicants and has a large loafing city popu- 
lation I would lemaik that I have not been a'ked 
to make any special enquiries, and my statement 
deals with my geneial impiession I am infoimed 
that ganja is more used in .Surat than in North- 
ern Guzerat, tlioiigh in Sunt also the consump 
tion is not veiy large I know little of othei paits 


Bhang is consumed bv much better classes of 
people It 18 used bv the best classes, principally 
Hindus It IS not confined to any class The 
consumption is not large , hut occasional use is to 
he met with among all classes It appears to ho 
principally used as a cooling drink in tlie hot wea- 
ther with cooling spices, hardly at all in Guzerat 
for purposes of intoxication There appears to he 
no religious prejudice against bhang, and no shame 
attiching to its use The only class — a large and 
important one — who taboo it are the Swami 
Narains who take no strongly scented things at 
all, not even tobacco or garlic. 

My impression is that the use of both has .a 
tendency to deorease, partly because, among the 
upper classes, tlie use ot liquor eithei openly or 
secietly is becoming much moie common, partly 
because the sadhu oi baingi classes, the fakirs 
either Hindu oi Muhammadan, are becoming 
smaller by degrees as enlightenment and education 
spiead These classes, as I have said, are great 
consumers 
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I think th-it there is a tendency to substitute 
alcohol for drugs among tbe lower elisses also 
but it IS moie expensive than they 

Charas is hardly known in these parts Yakuii 
IS also haidly known Majnm is used to a slight 
extent 

In regard to effects, I have made no special en- 
quiry, but from all I hear, tbe use of bhang is prac- 
tically innocuous You heai of a “ bandani " of 
ganja, t c , a, man who has the habit You seldom 
hear of this with bhang It is also said that jew- 
ellers when they liaie delicate appraising to do, 
clear their wits with bhang This quality is fre 
quently attributed to bhang I have myself had 
no cases of ganja among my servants or depend- 
ents, but I know there is a general impression 
that ganja is had, especially if jou cannot satisfy 
the great appetite it produces I have been told 
this I ha\ e been told in asj lums that some eases 
were duo to ganja I have aho seen dissipated 
people of the loafer and fakir classes who had the 
red eyes and geiieially dissolute appeaiance popu- 
larly ascribed to ganja But I have had no person 
al expencnce in my ofEoial capacity of the effects 
of the drugs among the people Tlicie can be no 
doubt of the general populai impression which as- 
cribes this dissipated appearance to ganja, but I 
have neier known any popular opinion a=cribmg 
insanitj toganjn I have been told thit in asy- 
lums only I liave had no cases myself in which 
insanity was attiibutedtoganja,* e , in which that 
connection was brought to my notice I find that 
the intelligent natives scoff at the idea of a man 
preparing' himself by bhang ahd ganja for an\ 
despeiate act I myself have seen no connection 
between hemp and cume I remember the Ah- 
medabad case refeired to by Colonel Humfrey be- 
fore the Commission the other day I was clearly 
of opinion that there was no connection between 
bhang and the crime, and I sent the ease up for 
revision Tbo sentence was altered from one day 
to seven year® I know of no ease in which a 
connection between hemp dings and ciime has 
been established 

I wish, however, not to he undeistood as saying 
that the effect of ganja is not deleterious I think 
it IS deleterious I mean that the < fleet of the ex- 
cessive use IS deletenous I think that excessive 


use IS prevalent among the fatir classes and such 
disreputable classes as I have already indicated 
It IS not pievalent at all among the people gene- 
rally I do not think that piohibition is at all 
necessan , and as regaids the part of the country 
with which I am acquainted, I do not think that 
the Government policy should aim at further re- 
striction Tlie diug IS mixed up with tbe lehgious 
ideas of the people, especially m legard to the 
followers of Shiva Any actual lestnction would 
thus be lesentcd, and it is uncalled for In regard 
to the effects of such restriction on the habits of 
tbe people, pioliibition or seveie restriction would 
tend to driv e the people, peihaps, to opium, and 
ceitamly to liquor 1 see no advantage in this 
whatever Excessive consumption of drugs is 
cheeked by the difficulties of preparation This 
is a natural restiietion, which opeiates on the 
people generally 

I think that the present system of administra- 
tion m regard to these drugs seems to have grown 
up in a bapliazaid way But it seems to be work- 
ing well, and I am unable to see necessity at pre 
sent for much modification I think that Govern- 
ment IS entitled to control tbe growth of tbe hemp 
ding and so to regulate supply I should say also 
that there would be no baidsliip in localising cul- 
tivation, and no prtmd facte leason why it should 
not he done The production in Native States 
would also have to be conudeied I may add, to 
pievent misconception, that some of the ganja 
cultivation shown m the returns, e g , Broach and 
Surat, IS really only bhang cultivation The ela- 
boiate cultivation of ganja is quite diffeient. 

1 have not studied the matter carefully , but, 
so far as I see at present, I see no adequate 
reason for so taxiog the drug as materially to 
raise the puce 1 do not know any' reason why 
taxation and the price of the drugs should be less 
here than in other provinces , but I have not per- 
sonally studied this aspect of the subject Prmo 
facte, theio seems to me no reason for different 
rates in different provinces ,Of course the faci- 
lities for smuggling would have to be considered 
As to tbe best means of laismg taxation, I should 
prefer not to give an opinion at present, as I have 
bad no notice that I should be asked about these 
details. 


3. Evidence o/’ M r. G W. Vidal, Qlmef Secretary to the Government of Bomlay 


Oral evidence. 

QtieHion 1 — I am Acting Chief Secietary to 
Government I have been in tbe Civil Service 
over twenty-six years, and served in the Poona, 
Satara, Ratnagin, Broach and Thana districts 

Question 25 — I have never made any special 
study 6f this question , but I can state that I 
never as a Magistrate had any case before me in 
which Clime was associated with hemp drugs I 
have had no experience of the extent of the use of 
the drugs from their effects on the people In- 
spection of shops has shown that the consumption 
IS very sraa,!! as compared with the population of 
the presidency 1 have no special information as 
to whether consumption is incieasmg, and no 
reason to believe that it is so It has never come 
to my notice that alcohol is being substituted 
for the drugs, or they for alcohol, to any extent 

Question 45 — The effects of the drugs have 
never forced themselves on my notice in any way 

VOl Til 


either as a Magistrate or as a Revenue Officer I 
have never observ ed any connection between them 
and crime I have ceitamly beaid insanity fre- 
quently attiibuted to hemp drugs I cannot 
specify cases or disoriminate between cases 1 have 
seen as a Magistrate and those in the asylum I 
cannot recall individual cases I have heard (fiom 
asylum records, etc ) that insanity has sometimes 
been attiibuted to the different forms of hemp 
drugs I have myself made no special enqmrv, 
and have had no opportunities myself of coming 
to any conclusion on this subject I have met 
many lunatics about the countiy outside of 
asylums, but I have no reason to attribute their 
insanity to hemp dings I think enquiry was 
made as to the connection of hemp drugs with 
insanity in 1873 , but I am not able to say any- 
thing beyond wbit the papers may show. 

Question 59 — ^I think that total prohibition 
would hardly be possible , and I think that, as far 
as can be judged at present, it would be both 

D 2 
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unueccBsary and impolitic In si} mg tins I refer 
to gau 3 a as well as bhang As at present advised, 
I do not think that adequate eaiise has been shown 
lor any further restriction in this presidency than 
at present exists Cultivation is restricted by 
the smallness of demand, and also by the restric- 
tions on sale It IS not now so extensive as to 
call for fui ther rostuction My attention has not, 
however, been specially drawn to the extent of 
cultivation as compared with Bengal, etc 

I think that the system which has been in force 
for the last thirteen years has worked well, and I 
am not prepared to suggest any modihcalions of 
that system at pie«ent J have ^een the memoran- 
dum piepared by the flon^ble Mr Mackenzie, and 
his views, as there expressed, have my general 
concuireiice I do not think, however, that there 
is any objection to a diiect e^eiso tax on the drugs 
on account of the existing revenue assessment on 
cultivation As to the imposition of such a direct 
tax, as I have said, I do not know of adequate 
caiwe for this , but its imposition is not rendered 
impossible, in my opinion, by the ciicumstanCLS 
of the revenue assessment. I undeisfaiid that 
in certain othei pioiinees the eultnation of hemp 
IS restneted to certain districts I see no objec- 
tion to such centialisation in this presidency, 
hut I have not considered this c^uestion in all its 
details In view also of the highei taxation in 
other provinces, I see no reason why there should 
not he a higher diiect tax in this province The 
disproportion between the taxation of liquor and 
of hemp drugs, and the rel itive dearness of liquor 
which results from this, also points to the propriety 
of increasing taxation on hemp drugs I am quite 
unable to compare the relative effects of hemp 


drugs and alcohol I have sceti more evil fiora 
alcohol You cannot travel sc such a district ns 
Thana without seeing agieat deal of drunkeuness 
On the other hand, 1 have never personally seen 
a man whoso intoxication was due to honip drugs. 
I do not know, however, that I could discriminate 
between the tw o. 

I have not studied the table at page 20 of the 
last Abkari Keport (1891-92), and am notable to 
explain details and the different ratios to popula- 
tion in different distiiots 

I think that the condition (clause 5) in the 
present license for vend goes far enough in the 
direction of secunng the quality of tho diug sold 

I think that the objects which Government 
should have before it in excise administintioii are 
to control, as far as possible, tho cultivation, 
production and sale of the drugs, to supply reason- 
able facilities foi meeting the neces=arv demand 
foi them, and to raise such revenue as may bo 
possible without going to such a point as to 
encourage illicit practices The policy of the 
Government should be regulated by reference to 
effects thus far, tint the worse tho effects the 
greater tho restriction and the higher the taxation 
I think that the effects of excessive consumption 
have to be taken into account as well as those of 
moderate consumption It is so in regard to 
alcohol In fixing taxation so high as to check 
excessive use, tlioio i«, I think, a heavy burden 
on the model ate consumers So far as I see at 
present, drugs should be treated in very much the 
same way It is on these grounds that, so far ns 
I see at present, I would propose increased taxa- 
tion on tho drugs 


4t Eudence of Mr W Portkors, Colleotoi of Eooua 


The special point on which my evidence is wanV 
ed by the Commission is as to “ whether the 
effects of cousnmpliou of hemp drugs have forced 
themselves on ray notice or not ” I have no special 
knowledge of hemp diugs, of tho classes wlio con- 
sume them, or of their effects on the consuraeis 
Were I to give evidence, all I could say is that, 
having seived in eleven of the eighteen districts of 
the presidency propel and in neaily every paitof 


the province of Mysore, I cannot call to mind in my 
twenty-six years of service any criminal case I 
have had to do il with either directly or indirectly 
111 which the consumption of hemp durgs in any 
foi m was mentioned or indicated as having led to 
tho commission ol the offence charged I have 
read of offences alleged to have been eommittedby 
persons under the lafluenee of bhang, but I have 
not myself had cognizance of any 


6 Evidence of Mr E J Ebdun, Collector, Almednagar, 


1 Official opportunity as Collector of Ahmed- 
nagar, in which district the plant is grown 

2 The dehnitions may be accepted subject to 
the following obseivations The terms siddhi, 
subzi, pati aie not known locally Bhang fulfils 
Dr Pram’s definition, and also moliides the broken 
refuse left, on the treading flooi during the mann- 
f"otuie of ganja Only flat ganja is known locally 
The word chur or ohun is known, and is under- 
stood by some to mean the fiagments above referied 
to as bhang, and by others to mean the small side 
tops of the plants as compared with the larger 
terminal tops 

3 1 know of none A. stray plant or two, evi- 
dently self-sown, of the cultivated vaiiety is 
locally found here and there 

7. (a) Yes 

(5) No. 


(c) Insignificant 

(d) For seed 

Bhang is made of the plants grown for seed, 
and IS a hye-product during manufactiue of ganja 
Details ot area have been already supplied through 
the Commissioner of Abkari 

8 None woifch notice ' 

9 When grown for ganja the plant requires a 
nchfnable soil, and land neai a village site is often 
selected on account of the manuic with winch nativ e 
habits supply it Irrigation being necessary in 
case of insufficient ram bagait land is preferred 
W’^hen the plant is grown for seed or for the manu- 
facture of bhang only irrigation is not essential, 
and m ordinaiy seasons any good jiiait land will 
do The soil is carefully prepaied and well 
manured Some persons assert that the effect on 
the soil IS benohoial owing to the leaf manure v 
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obtained, but tbe geneial opinion is that the crop 
IS a hungry one The seed is sown about tbe end 
of July in straight rows at intervals of a foot oi 
more between seeds. About one seer of seed per 
acre is said to be required It germinates m a 
week, and in a month attains the height of 18 
inches Weeding is carefully attended to, and if 
rain falls, irngation is requned every ten dajs or 
so if ganja is wanted The lower branches ire 
removed in older to force a good top About six 
weeks after planting an expert is put on, who 
seems to be rather an expensive item in the cost of 
cultivation, getting Rs 8 or Rs 9 per month and 
looking after two or three acres His business is to 
exterminate pernicious plants, about the nature of 
which the ordinary agiiculturisb appears to have 
rather hazy notions, and if he finds symptoms of 
mischief and can trace no loe il cause, he has to 
search the country lound about for it 

So far as I, with small botanical knowledge, can 
judge from the examination of specimens, the 
plant IS both monosexual and bisexual, and the 
plants that have to be exterminated aie the male 
and tbe bisexuals, since ganja is alone formed 
by the non-fecundated flower-top of the female 
plant Theie are several local names for the plant 
in all its kinds and stages, and wlien suffering 
from peculiar diseases that are said to attack it 
I can only vouch for the followmg, which have 
come under my observation — 

Male pkmt Bhangira or dhatura 

(the latter name 

being identical with 
that of the common 
poisonous plant) 

Bisexual „ . < Ttk 

Female plant when kept Gan 3 a 

from seeding 

Ditto when partly gone , Moral 

to seed 

There are other names, such as shewara, ropda, 
aidhanar, of which I have not seen specimens 
I imagine that the last must, as the word 

implies, be the bisexual plant or tik The 

moral is not exterminated, but is simply legarded 
with regret, its meamng being that the male 
has somehow got access and partly spoiled the 
crop' The result of tbe expert's work on the 
average is that half the crop is thinned out, for 
he does not pretend to be able to diagnose the 
seed before planting, which some seem to think 
he ought to do. 

When the crop is grown for bhang, and of 
course when giown for seed, the services of the 
expert aie not reqmred Nor is irrigation re- 
quired when the plant is well established The 
crop matures in between three or four months, 
maturity of the ganja crop being judged by the 
stickiness of the tops Rain spoils it at this 
penod The outturn of ganja is estimated to be 
from to maunds per acie, according to 
soil and season The stems are used for fuel 
and the refuse for manure oi for cattle 

10 No. Same 

11 and 12 No 

l.S. Not restricted 

In Ahmednagar it is sparsely grown in all 
talukas, except Akola and Jamkhed I am led 
to suppose that these talukas have too mild a 
climate and too heavy average rainfall to make 
the cultivation certainly profitable The cultiva- 
tion IS most common in the Nagar taluka at an 
elevation of about 2,500 feet, with an average 


lamfall of 26 inches, and m the Rabun and 
Newasa talukas A rich soil, with means of irri- 
gation, appears to be necessary, and clear skies 
are wanted towards and during harvest 

14. They are all forthcoming, but prmcipally — 
(fl) Ganja 

(6) Oharas is a casual bye product not put 
on the maiket 

(c) Bhang is piepaied to a small extent, 
and the name is given to the lefuse of 
the ganja floor as well as to the diug 
jirepared from male and seeded female 
plants 

15 Nothing IS known locally about the wild 
plant, so theae lemarks refer to the cultivited 
plant only 

(a) Ganja— 

Harvesting methods differ somewhat In some 
cases the tops are all pulled off by hand In some 
they aie cut In some tbe centril largest 
tops are collected and treated separately as first 
sort ganja, the central tops of side branches form 
second sort, the othei smaller tops are third sorb 
and aie called chur 

The fui ther process is much the same in all cases 
The tops are heaped according to taste in narrow 
rows or in large squares about six inches thick, 
the diffeient qualities when separately collected 
being separately heaped The heaps aie then 
trodden undei foot Some manufacturers tread 
the fresh tops at once, some let them dry first for 
vaiious periods After treading it is turned over 
by hand and again trodden The process of turn- 
ing and treadmg is repeated at intervals foi thiee 
or four days with local vanations of treatment 
in tbe intervals In some places it is heaped 
in round heaps called chakis, and weighted 
atop till midnight, and then opened up and 
scattered and ventilated till dawn, when it is 
again laid out and trodden And so on till it is 
judged to be ready, when it is packed m bags, 
and as a rule is speedily removed by the whole- 
sale purchaser The treading floor is sometimes 
prepared like an ordinary threshing floor with 
clay and cowdung I have lately witne=sed the 
operation of treading, and in that case the flooi 
was simple mooram soil on a nulla hank, and had 
undergone no preparation beyond cleaning and 
sweeping The ganja was spread in squares of 15 
or 20 feet wide and about 6 inches thick A line 
of eight 01 ten men danced on it to the music of 
a tom-tom Tieading began on the outer edge of 
the heap, and was continued m a spiral until the 
centre was approached, when the men fell out one 
by one as the space grew smaller They followed 
close on one another, dancing sideways in the 
leader's footsteps The tom-tom appeared to be 
highly necessary and kept them at it 

(5) Charas— 

This IS locally a bj e-product which is not 
brought on to account, but appeals to be the 
harvesters' peiquisite, who probably part with it 
to friends who smoke, if they don't want it them- 
selves It 13 the lesinous substance that sticks 
to the hands oi collects on the sickle when pluck- 
ing or cutting the tops The hands are now and 
then lubbed together, and the charas is collected 
in the shape of a pill, which is natuially half dirt 
and sweat and half charas A piece about the 
size of a marble may perhaps be the reward of a 
day's work 

(c) Bhang — 

This name is locally given indiffeiently to the 
refuse of the treading flooi where ganja is pre- 
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pared, and to the produce of the seeded plants 
and of male plants when the crop has been pronn 
for seed In the latter case the tops are laid on n 
floor and the seed is beaten out with sticks or 
tioddcn out bj foot The seeds are separat.d 
front the mass by means of a sic\c, and the 
Lalanoe of broken leat es, etc , is called bliaii<j 

The aboto include all the local forms of prepai- 
ation of the ran drug Tlio qne-tion is not 
understood to icfer to the further mauiificturo 
for consumption, which is doscrihed in answer 
No 29. 

IG (n) Not quite understood what is meant 
If bhang dnnk IS referred to, the answer is jcs 
If dry bhang, the answer is that it is prepared 
out-of doors 


(i) 

(c) Not known 

17 No particular class The preparation of 
gan 3 a ana bhang is ordinary coolio work 

18 Ganja and bhang deteriorate No inform 
ation about charas They become quite useless 
From one to three y cars, according to c irc 1 ikon 
Apparently erposuto to cold and d imp cause 
dotonoration No special measures to present 
deterioration arc locally know n 

19 Charas is alleged to he giion to children as 
a substitute for opium, the use of whieli, ns a 
means of quieting tlum, is locally jirei ilent 
Ganya is locally used for all the purposes for 
■which bhang can ho used, t e , it is eaten in the 
shape of ninyuni, y akuti, and gulLand, and drunk 
m the form of ghota 

20 llio use of charas is too inEigiufieant to 
enable comparison to ha uisUtulcd Wiat is 
obtained is smoked by such ordinary smokers as 
can lay hands on it 

21 Only flat ganya is know n locally 

22 The only charas to bo had locally is that 
described iii answer to question 15, It npjicars 
to be the perquisite of the labourers to wlio'C 
hands it sticks and is by them parted witli to 
local smokers for whnt they can get for it, or is 
used by themselves (See answer 10). It is not 
sold at the shops 

23. It IS not known to be smoked locally 

24 According to oflioially collected information, 
out of a population of 888,735, there arc only 127 
bhang drinkers and 168 mnyum caters, of wliioh 
latter 151 live at Ahmednagar, whore the only 
mayumshopis situated. The principal drinkers 
are said toheSIarwans. Mayum is eaten bv the 
wealthier classes, and is said to bo the special 
dainty of wrestlers 


25 1 he returns of Totail sale at shops show ' 
fairly steady comsumption A hasty census taker 
throughout the dwtiict indicates that the nnmbc 
of sraokeis, m a population of 888,755, is 0,134 
or 69 per cent Tlio number of drinker= and eater 
IS utterly insignificant In Iheab^oiico of am 
conspicuous causo for increase or decrease ani 
toDBideimg that the habit of smoking is not eon 
sideied cieditablo, I am inclined to think no cliaiig 
either way is to be suspected 

’.“formation that it has bcei 
possible to collect lelates to (a) and (i) Of 6 18^ 
ganya smokeis, 372 are excessive smokers Of'l2 
bhang dniikers, 10 drink excessively. Of 16 
mayum eaters, 16 eat excessively 

27 In the chapter on “Population," n 
volume XVII (Ahmednagar) of the Bomba’ 
Gazetteer, it will be found that the habitual use o 


the drug is predicated of a large projiortion of tho 
races andclas'os dcsoribcJ there I liave had som* 
of the gaiiya shops wnt< lied for n week, and find 
ropresorted among tho pun hiiFors not only most 
of the people to whom the hibit is ascribed in the 
G.i/ctteer, but also a number of cl isees in the tlc- 
eonplioii of which tho Gnzoltcer in ike no mcnlion 
of hemp. Tho following is a loinhincd list of 
clisscs of consumers, ns extr.icbd from Uie bo A, 
nnd noticed during llic weel ^8 ob'-orv itum of tin 
shops 'llip former are entered in Roman, tin 
latter in italics, and where the obeerwilton of the 
shop lias confirmed the assertions of tho (mzeltet-r, 
an asterisk has been added to the name 


Jirafinant 


Zchjt ren 


D^.baslh* 

Morn iris • 

Parndfilij • 

Koit 

Trafieri 

Onjntln Warn • 

Ko iitii 

I,a 1 W ami • 

Marram 

Tanoartt 


Crafltntn 


IlcMari * 
Gaondii • 
Ghiiailia 
Tain blmnpis * 
KsKnii 
lOiatn* 
Ivoilitia * 
Immili 
Iiohirs • 

Miicliii * 

Of ini 
It ilvnii 
'^il'annars 
‘am ira * 

8iilar» • 
Tmnb'la. 

\ nilari • 
Jinitiirfir 
JCatart 
Kunh’iar/ 

Teh* 

Padartaalt’ 

llanaant 


Knlisia. 

Jlhoif 
larart 
Vitiiji nt 

Depretit I clan'j 
I!hin^i« * 

Manj,i * 

Mhata • 

CAarii^Tt 

Seayart 

Manhi-aei * 

Oon(^Anftt 

Goiain 

JO Ihatit 

Jlairaait 

laiix 

JIharaiitt 

Mtfalrna'tf 

Ka all 
Tala • 

Pinjiria 
''inanti 
liiBiloirn'n 
T/Otr I)e-cnt ii 

0! air 3IaliaiL 
(3/v iny.rno/i m /ren Gr 
$Aop> daft roe Bire tut 
ditmo-t iu'tie {ariettt 
tiLKltr or purf{atfrt 
in tini oiif eatte trtre 
n .Vu^ it -art) 

Ilvtlandni''" 


S'rvanit 

Panic • 

Atiarir 

Shfphcrdt 

Gavlia 
Dhangart 


Jiunaitt 

Maht 

2 [arat!>at 


Jfi.tieianr 


Ghadtht 

Ourart 


It IS impossible w ilhoiit an oxliaiistive cnquirr, 
of winch time and opporhuiitr have not allowed, 
togivca satisfactorv answer to tho latter part 
of this question The purchasers it the shops 
gave many reasons for their uso of the drug 
Some, the most habitual users, said tlicy sought 
intoxication, others wanted it for the relief of 
pam in yomt, stomach, head, etc , others sought 
relief from fatignc or strength to labour The 
mayonty of tlio purchasers appeal to have lieen 
men of tho labouring classes, t c , Iiushandmon 
and coolies, and poor iMiisalm ms , and enftsmen, 
such ns weavers, goldsmiths, blncksmiibs, etc. 
And in the mayonty (80 per cent ) of eases the 
parchase did nob exceed one pice worth, which is 

a clear indication that the drug is a poor man’s 
luxury There appears to bo no doubt nt all 
that tlm jmncipal consumers as a class arc the 
begging ascetics, such as fakirs, bairagis, etc , 
who use from quarter pound to one pound of the 
drag daily 

After reading the Gazetteer, I was somewhat 
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astomslicd at the result o£ the rough consus of 
smokeis and dnnkers throughout the district, 

Xch gave 1 total of only 6,429, or about 7 per 
c-nt of the population. On comparing this 
r;cnlt, houever, u.th the retail consumption 
tthich last jear reached an average of only 1,760 
tolas per d 1 } , I am not inchned to think that my 
census is veiy far fiom correct 

08 The common weight used for petty sale is 
the old copper com, the Shivrai, the average weight 
of which IS 135griins oi three-fouiths of a te a 
A. man uho does not smoke more than this 
ouaiititv {rrhich costs one pice) per day, is classed 
a mldVnte consumer But many make this 
quantitv hist three oi four oi more dajs An 
Lcessive smoker uses from half anna to four 

“nuas worth per day, hut there are men who can 

smoke any quantity 

£9 S,voling ganja -The ganja is taken in the 
palm of the hand and washed and kneaded in a 

dozen or more changes of water After the find 
squeeze it is mixed with about a thud of its 
nLntitj of dry tobacco, and placed m the 
with a lighted lump of cow dung or charcoal atop 
Is sten h) me, the chillum was a conical howl of 
daj about eight inches long A piece of damp 
rag was placed lound the lower aperture, the 
chdlum was held m both hands, clasped so as to 
le a.r-tight, and the smoke was sucked between 
the Ihumb’ The ch.Uum was passed from hand 
to hand after two or thiec whiffs, and Ae form 
of rinsing the rag in water was generally gone 
through as a prehrainary by each smoUr. 

Dnnltno ganja or bhang Receipts for 
_(1) One toll ganja or bhang fried in glii , half 
tola pepper , half tola dry ginger Soak m '\atcr 
and pound well, niis with two seers of milk and 
twolcrs of water Shake and mix thoroughly 
ind poor fiom pot to pot 
(2) Soak the drug in water for a low hours, 
then pound and strain through cloth. Add milk, 
siigaiSndj, pepper, almonds, hismis and spices to 

^%,«g the Grind to powder and 

miS a little ganja or bhang, sugarcandy, almonds, 
Sid kismis Mix with the milk and bake over a 

slow fire till solid 

(2) Dry ganja IS thoroughly washed and then 
mixed will gM the proportion of four seers of 
n +/. miP EOGI of ghi The mixture is boiled 

Sed t. to. to •cotchg 

The ghi eventually becomes green It is then 
filterfd and allowed to stand till congealed The 
con-^elation floats on the water and is skimmed 
The” product is mixed with melted sugar in the 
„S„oition of five tolas to four seers of sugar. 
|p“L“ Z .dded to to.!., o«a to ptspo»l.o. .. 
the base of majum, yakuti, gnlkand, ® o 

(3) The ganja is first cooked with water and 

gbS to. two or .hwe ''To moh 

one seer of majum 
gin and 1 seer sugar aic 
\vbon cooked up with 

simple majum , . i , 

(4) Talnh —1 seer of the above extract, swr 
almonds, 1 tola cardamoms or nutmeg, i tola 
saSron , seer pistachio , tV charuli 

(5) Giiaow'^ — T'‘csh rose leaves s'l'^cczcd 
m the hand and mixed with sugar-candy The 
mixture is 1 ept in corked bottles or jars foi three 
01 four months, when it forms a thick paste, 
which IS added to simple majum 


To make 

, i to*^i seer of ganja, seer of 
required The extract 
more sugar, forms the 


(6) Shnkand and jagii dre cooked 
together into a paste and added to simple majum 

Some well-to-do persons havo their majum 
prepared according to their piivate recipes, with 
the addition of salammisn and similar good 
things As to the quantity of these preparations 
that'ean he taken, it is said that ten tolas of 
ghota IS enough for a casual drink but habitues 
can consume a seer mthout difficulty Common 
majum is sold at 4. pies pet tola, the consumption 
per individual varying from 1 to 20 tolas per diem 
Dhatiira, except for purposes of crime, is only 
usedhj the most leckless habitue's, such menus eat 
opiuxD. and into the bairgiin, to kcop them* 

selves going The object of the other admixtures 
seems to be to drown the nasty taste of ganja. 

The only bhang massala traced loc.illy is a horse 
medicine 

30 As to smoking, 'the ordinary smoker would 
prefer to smoke alone, unless there happened to be 
other smokers to pass the pipe to The preparation 
of the pipe is a messy business, the practice is not 
considei cd nice, and the effects, except upon habitues, 
are not conducive to sociality. The practice is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, is often acquired 
at the age of 15 and earned on through life 
Ghota drinking is more of a social custom 
Children only get the drug medicinally. 

31 The habit is easily formed Opinions difier 
as to the difficulty of breaking it off Apparently 
it is easy if a man makes up his mind to it , but old 
confirmed smokers are fib tor nothing without it. 
The number of excessive useis is comparatively so 
small that the tendency does not appeal to be 
strong 

32 A rehable witness states that among Mar- 
waris the U'O of ghota and majum is common on 
religious and festive occasions, such ns marriage, a 
birth j leeovery from illness, or after a fast It is 
offered to guests, who take it or not as they feel 
inchned The use on such occasions is generally 
temperate , but inveterate useis take advantage of 
the chance of a good pull 

Searching the Nagar volume (XVII) of the 
Bombay Gnzetteei, I find no reference to the use of 
thedrugas pari of any social or religious ceiemony 
The shop accounts show no extra sale in theneigh- 
hourhood of any great religious festival, and the 
custom of use on the Shivaratra is not observed 
locally nor considei ed essential. 

33, The practice of smoking is considered some 
what discreditable As far as religion is con- 
cerned, the drag has the advantage of not being 
proscribed like liquor I should, therefore, attri- 
bute any adverse sentiment to the same feeling 

that exists againstany habit that IS liable to be- 
come debasing by abuse, and the people of this 
distiict are distinguished for their sober habits 
There is no custom of woiship The usual co- 
coanut IS bioken for luck at harvest, and some- 
times incense is burnt and red lead sprinkled with 
the same object 

34. The obvious answer appears to he that the 
piivation would at least equal that to be under- 
gone by habitues of tobacco, opium or liquor if 
deprived of their means of enjoyment In the 
case of the poorer classes the privation would he 
serious, as the drug is used to allay fatigue and 
appease hunger This would especially he the case 
with fakiis, gosavis and othei ascetics, to whom 
the drug represents the “ Welshman’s pipe," 
About 50 per cent of this class would suffer very 
seveiely, as they could afford no substitute of 
equal effect 
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35 Locally there would be no difficulty in 
prohibitiQg the cultivation and import Theio 
would probably be smuggling Serious discon- 
tent would be caused among consumers, but not 
such as to amount to political dangei. I would 
not anticipate lecourse to alcohol, as the majonty 
o£ smokers irG too poor to bo able to afford it 
There might bo recourse to opium 

86 Local statistics afford no reason. The con- 
sumption of alcohol IS very steady. 

37 All that IS known locally is that charas is 
very much strongei than ganyn 

88 No information foi thcoraing, except that 
what IS locally supposed to represent chur is 
milder than ganya, it being either lefnso oi infe- 
rior tops 

89 Local opinion seems to be that smoking is 
moie inyurious than drinking Ghota is consi- 
dered to be a cooling drink, appetising and diges- 
tive when taken in moderation Smoking is said 
by some to heat the system and to injure the con- 
stitution when earned to exce's, unless accompa- 
nied by liberal diet, m which milk and glu are 
essentials Mojum is said to be largely used by 
professional wrestlers as a stomachic and calmer of 
the system I am inclined, therefore, to suppose 
thao eating and drinking the drug is less injuri- 
ous than smoking it 

40 Very little local information to ho had 
Ganja is said to be an ingredient in an astringent 
mixture, of which the medico kept other particu- 
lars to himself as a trade secret Another pre- 
scribes it in dysentery and for loosening phlegm. 
It IS frequently mentioned as an anodvne for 
scorpion sting, for which puiposo it is said to be 
administered fried in ghi, whioh would be a simple 
form of majum Purchasers at the shops often 
desoiibed themselves as buying it for pains and 
ailments It is given to cattle and horses, appa- 
rently when off feed 

41 The answers refer to gaiija 

(a), («), (c) Yes 

(r?) To secure concentration of attention To 
appease hunger 

Answers to (o) and (J) are founded on the 
assertions of habitual smokers and drinkers. 

Popular opinion is that ganja smokers escape 
fever and many other complaints, 

It is asserted that the drug is used by gold- 
smiths and other doers of “ bank kam ” to keep 
their minds upon the work in hand, which use 
seems to be parallel to the alleged use by ascetics 
for concentration of thought on holy things. 
Ascetics, however, largely use the drug to appease 
hunger, and wbat would be considered excessive 
consumption in the case of others is moderate in 
theirs I am told on good authority tliat native 
Boldieis who have gambled away their pay employ 
the ganja pipe as a cheap substitute for food until 
in funds again If bad luck lasts long outward 
symptoms betray them, and they catch it at 
orderly room 

42 The moderate use of ganja appears to be 
quite harmless so long as consumption is propor- 
tioned to liberality of diet A plentiful diet, in- 
cluding copious milk and ghi, is said to render the 
constitution unassailable by ganja. In such cases 
it gives appetite, aids digestion, opens the bowels, 
drives away fatigue, and induces refreshing sleep. 
So I am told by smokers 

43 It IS said that, as a rule, they are quite in- 
offensive. But a beggar who has acquired ‘con- 


centration of thought ’ by the use of it w ill bo a 
nnisance till bis object is attained by receipt of 
alms If this be to, it is probable tb.at mncli 
must depend on the naturaUu ivity of the smoker's 
disposition Yet I am assured by an habitual ex- 
cessive smoker that it calms the temper 

4 4 It IS described as partial intoxication, on 
recovery fiom winch a feeling of frcsliness super- 
venes, fatigue vanishes, ami, if sufficient is taken, 
hunger disappears ‘When tal en regularly by 
regular livcis, appetite is promoted The nfter- 
efTectappears to be desire for more, and the want 
of grntihcition produces longing and uiieifiintss 

I attempted to gam practical information by 
ticatingafew liabitual consumers to ginja and 
gbota, etc After about 14 hour, lu the ronrsc 
of which four or bvo men smoked that number of 
pipes in company (tiicluding a pi()o of Tennres 
ganja and one of churns) and drank a couple of 
seers of ghota, the party withdrew npparenth as 
sober as when they came, and say mg that they 
had enjoyed tliemselvc: very much One mcmb r 
became very garrulous , but it was piolnbly his 
nature 

45 Local opinion, ns far ns sounded, has nttri. 
biitcd none of these effects to the moderate use of 
ganja when nceompanicd by sufTicicnt diet AIv 
ctiquirifB have of necessity not been extensive 
enough to enable me to offer remarks worth re- 
cording on this page In the vvhob district I am 
told of seven cases of maduees, 57/of nddlchcaded- 
nc's, and 124 of impaired constitution, attributed 
to the use of tlio dnig, hut I have not secured 
details of the cases for want of time 

47 and 48 Local opinion is in the negative 

49 They a^e said not to be so need Jlofcrcnee 
IS made by one witness to a rocdicino for proroot- 
iiig vigour, in which ganja is U'cd in combination 
with tho n«h of somo metal, but his knowledge 
was Email 

55 It is said that n novice could be caused 
complete stupefaction by the drug in nny shape 
Without admixture. 

67 Charas is not locally known to he eaten or 
drunk 

Ganja is locally used for tho manufacture of 
edible and drinkable forms of the drug in ilie 
same way that perhaps bhang is used in other 
localities In there forms the action is said to he 
slower in arrival, but longer in duration than when 
tho drug IB smoked 

68. I think it is working well 

60 I see no local reason for supposing that 
further control than exists is requisite 

61, The extent to which charas is produced is 
described in answer No 15, and I do not think 
that intcrfeienoo is necessary 

02 There appears locally to bo no reason for 
more control than exists 

63 No 

64 No As far as I can judge tho regulations 
work smoothly and successfully 

65 As far as tho result of local enquiry goes, 
I think the taxation to ho reasonable Cases of 
excessive and unhealthy use cf tho drug amongst 
local residents aie very rare The moderate iwe 
appears to be harmless, and n small luxury is placed 
within reach of the poor 

66 I have no knowledge of the subject Any 
distinction should be made to depend on the 
ascertained pioportions of strength. 
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67 No 

68 No They would be extremel}' objection- 
able ' 

69 Wishes would be consulted if occasion 
aiose for considering' the question of opening or 
closing a shop, as is always the case in the 
instances of liquor, oi opium, oi toddy shops 
Local public opiniou cert only ought to be con- 
sideitd 

70 No I have no leasoii to suspect any abuse 

i 

Oral evidence 

Queitton 1 — I joined the service 26 years ago, 
and I have served in sis districts and in all the 
divisions, but chiefly in the Southern Division 
I am now serving m Ahmednagai and have been 
there for the last two years 

Question 45 , — I have had no personal expen- 
enoe of the effects of ganja smoking The 
subject did not attract my attention until the 
last two months I then had a census taken 
thr oughout the distiiet of the number of persons 
-who consumed the drugs moderately and exces- 
sively, of those whose health had suffeied thereby, 
and those who had become insane The propor- 
tion of smokers to the total population was, as 
well as 1 remember, 7, and to the male adult 
population something under 2 Seven cases of 
lunacy weie repoi-ted out of a total population 
of 850,000, of whom 6,500 were smokers Forty 
people were reported to have had their brains 
affected m more or less degree, and I think about 
150 were recorded as having suffered physically 
1'be statistics were collected by the mamlatdars 
through the village othcers The letuins of 
consumers were approximately accuiate as tested 
by the consumption of the shops As regards 
effects, the accuracy cannot be guaranteed. I tiled 
to test two or three of the cases by further enquiry 
without seeing the lunatics themselves, and the 
reports f uled to satisfy me that the hemp drug 
was responsible for the insanity I think the 
returns were prepared with perfect honesty The 
matter is looked on with perfect indifference 
locally, and the enquiring ofiioers were free of 
bias I have absolutely no experience of the 
connection of the hemp drugs with cnme I 
cannot xeeall a single instance of a cnme for 
which the hemp drug was responsible It appeals 
to me that the vast majority of the consumeis 
are the very poor, who cannot afford a more expen- 
sive intoxicant, and that the deprivation to them 
caused bj prohibition would be very seiious. I 
consider it quite unnecessary to piohibit it 
There would be no difficulty in restricting the 
cnltivation to the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Satara The cultivation in other distiiots seems so 
insignificant that the piohibition of it would 
hardly cause any inconvenience In Ahmednagar 


the cultivation will moie than half of it be found 
in the Ahmednagar taluka The rest is in sraill 
pitches scatteied ovei eight other talukas I 
believe the plant is cultivated to a considerable 
extent in the continuation, in the Nizam’s terri- 
tory, of the range of hills called the Balaghat, 
on which the greater part of the Ahmednagai 
cultivation is to be found I see no objection to 
the system of storage and issue of the prepared 
ganja under Government control I don’t know 
the Satara distiict The hemp dmgs are very 
much cheaper than liquor now For a pice a man 
can get enough ganja to last him foi a week if he 
is a modeiate consumer There is, therefore, 
consideiable margin for heayier taxation of the 
diug without dnving the people to liquor or 
other intoxicant I consider theie is a consider- 
able margin for taxation, though, as I have said, 
the drug is consumed by the veiy poor I have 
no sympathy with the excessive consumer, and the 
moderate consumer would not feel a modeiate 
increase The most famous village as producing 
the best quality of ganja is Mehekn The wild 
plant does not grow in the district spontaneously 
Regarding the consumption of the ganja produ- 
ced in Nagar, I believe the largest export is to 
Kolaba I have been told that some is exported 
to Em ope 

Letter fi om Mr. Ebdbn appended to 
Ins evidence. 

1 W ith reference to my evidence given before 
the Commission on 19th December 1893, 1 have 
the honour to state that I have made inquiry into 
the extent of the cultivation of the hemp plant 
in the Ahmednagai district of the Bombay 
presidency during the period 1881-82 — 1898-94, 
and find that the average area of the cultivation 
during those 13 yeais has been 577 acres 

2 Tile taluka averages foi the same period have 
been as follows — 


1 Ahmednagar 

i217 acres 

2 Nowasa . 

169 „ 

3 Eahun 

89 

4 Shngonda 

2b 

6 Parupr 

25 ,, 

6 Kopargaon 

19 „ 

7 Karjat 

14 „ 

8 Sbcogaon 

12 „ 

9 Sangawnei 

10 Jamkhed 

11 Akola 

5 „ 


3. I expressed an opinion that the cultivation 
might be confined to tlie Ahmednagai taluLa On 
consideration of the figures before me, 1 desire to 
qualify that opinion by including the Newasa 
and Eahuii talukas in the permissive area, the 
cultivation theie having been fairly leguLr aud of 
consideiable extent In the other talukas it has 
been inegular and insignihcant. 


6 Evidence of Mb. W. E Sinclair, Oollector, Tliana. 


1 None in particulai Whenever any state- 
ment in my evidence or in that of others forward- 
ed by me clashes with those forwarded m his own 
department by Surgeon-Major Kirtikar, Civil 
Surgeon of Thana, the Commission need not 
hesitate for an instant about prefeiring the latter 
One can’t serve twenty-fi.ve years without hear- 
ing something about the matter , but I neverhad 
any taste for it nor dealt much with such natives 

TOl 711. 


as have, and my duty has nevei forced it on my 
attention, 

3 None 

7 Dr Kirtikar’s leferences to Cannabis tndtca 
as under cultivation in the Konkan are to plants 
cultivated in gardens in small numbers foi 
private use, or in some eases for his own study, as 
besides his own garden he has more or less use of 
seveial otheis, including mine, for such purposes 

£ 
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Tho plant is not onltiVatcd in the Konlan as a 
field ciop, nor even as a maiket crop m gardens, 
but it occurs in small numbers in many private 
gardens, and I bavq se°n specimens that seemed 
to me to be self-sowp, and nftenvards taken care 
of b} the gardeners I’lns culttyntion is some- 
thing like that pf tolnccb in English gardens and 
not much more important 

SO I can't recommend the Commission to 
trouble themselves about this district, where the 
consumption of hemp diugs by local natives is 
ummpoitant 

83 The Inhitiial consumption is looked on ns 
disci editable ill the Tliana district 

84 Probably not very senous I don't think 
it IS e\on found necessary in tails to allow these 
drugs, thouirh I “'hive known eight ounces of 
alcohol per diem allowed in one caso (gradually 
diininisbed to vanishing point nith complete case), 
and we allow Buiraese convicts tobacco 

( J 1 

35 You can prohibit anytliing, but the piobi- 
bition of so portable in ai tide could not easily bo 
enforced If it were, I suppose the few a ho now 
use it hero would tike to dhatura (a common 
weed), opium, or country spmt. 

36 I should say not, the consumption of 
country spirit in this (very drunken) district is 
appareutl} diminishing 

45 Jlemp Drugs Grime — Kcnnery Island Case 
— Ihe accused nas a native of Uppoi India, a man 
of unusual size and strength, probably 5 feet 1 0 
incbes high, and iieail) 11 stono in weight I 
forget bis name He was a washerman in the 
service of the ligbt-kceper on Kenner) Island, 
and got leave to go to Bombaj^ for a few days. 
On his return he brought a stock of bliang (nliich 
he was desoiibed ns " eating" linbitunllj), and for 
several da) s was noticed to be more or loss under 
its influence Finall) , at midnight he forced his 
way into the Lnglwh ligbt-kccpor's bod-room, 
where the latter was sleeping with his wife The 
lady was anakened b) the noise of bis forcing 
open the shut door Almost insUntl) ho rushed 
to her bed-side, caught hoi by the throat, and 
attempted to strangle her She Mas a tall, stiong 
woman and lesistod stouti), aiousing her husband 
The noise brought don n the servants of the lamp 
from the lantein above, and the nccusod retreated 
under the bedstead, a heav) solid plecp of fur- 
nituie, where he deieiided himself for some time, 
but was at last dragged out, pinioned, and bound 
to a verandah post The Iighl-keoper telegraphed 
to me, then District Magisliate of Kohiba and 
lesidenfc it Ahbag I came o2 nith tho Superin- 
tendent’ of Police and Ino policemtn to the island, 
and'desired the Supenutendeiit to hold' his inquiry, 
iiid pmeeed accoidmg to law Part 'of' wh.it he' 
and hiB men di^ was to let their prisoner escape, 
of which he only took advantage to nalL'down to 
i tank, dnnk and wash liimself, and then, wlien" 
they found him, suriendered quietly He was 
taken to Ahbag and put undti medical obseriation 
in the suboidinate 3 ail When leppited sane and 
fit to be tried, he was tried by' myself ‘ The' 
medical evidence was tiiat, when admitted, and for 
some tune after," he showed s)mptQmB of,. being 
uuder the influence of bbaiig, and lepentedly aske I 
for it 1 tiled him, and scnttuced bun to 18 
months’ iigoious impiisoiiment ui^^er ,secti 03 i, 457 , 
Indian Penal, pole 1 think 1 iomemb,qi gpttjing 
tbe^wairanb lelpinod 'm the usuil nav at,'t\ie, 
expiration of the terra of sentence,, at aii) late l’ 
never ,heaid of h^m as a,‘lqnatic oi cuminal 
again. 


Panwell case —The accused was a Brahmin of 
thoPanwclltahika in tho Kolaba distnet, a village 
accountant, always in bad health and in had odour 
with hiB caste, neighbours, and superior olTiccrs on 
account of his dissipated and irregular habits 
One morning ho n as found in a temple with the 
broken image of a goddess, and was prosecuted 
under seOtion 205, Indi in Penal Code His de- 
fence was that the goddess fell in love with him 
anl invited him to her arms The medical evi- 
dence was that he uns insane from the nbuso of 
some preparation of hemp. He was sent to 
Kolaba Lunatic AB)lam, cured and discharged, 
tried on tho cnmln il charge, acquitted (on the 
ground of insanity I suppose), and reinstated in 
■ tho piibhc service I did not fake tho case m)Belf, 

1 but tho p ipars relating to it ncccssaril) came 
before mo when bo was sent to {ho Lunatic 
A'syliim Of bis return curod, second judicial 
proceedings, and rcappointmeht to tho public 
service I know onl) b) report, bnt trustworthy 
report I understand that be has since left the 
service, bnt am not informed of the manner of his 
leav mg it, 

63, Sec the two cases above (answer to question 
45 ) 

55. No, this is done with dhatura 

58 It is working well 

63. No. 

64 No, and of this I have scon a good deal 
when Ckilicclor of Kolaba, liecanso, a \cr) impor- ' 
tant ginja firm has its head quarters (for mercan- 

I tile eonveuiciice sake onl)) in the port of Pannell, 
and exports " nrbi” (i e, to Bomba)) and “orhi " 

It gave no trouble 

65 Quito reasonable and not a subject of 
complaint from any one 

68 No, and there is no need lor them nor call 
for them 

69 Not in Tliana, because the matter is unim- 
porfinnt But if it were important, I would 
consult tlie villagers, as is alwajs done in tho 

reall) important case of liquor shops 
) 

70 No facts and no smuggling, into Thana. 

Tho Bombay contractor coipplaincd of smuggling 
from Kurin and Bandora (quburba of Boinbiy, 
but in Tlmnn District) into Bombay, But he now 
bolds both tl^ T‘" a ' and 

sajs that he i . thvt 

the hemp dru . , i' > such 

iiB had come i I 

I 


JVole hy the, Commission appended to 
Mr. eoide'nce^, 

45 Records m tho two cases called for and 
read-; 

(1) Kennery Island case was a case in 
w^liieh thgj dhghi, of Mr Djor, Light- 
keeper, Kennery Island, was charged with 
■ ’ ■ ' 's bed-room at night 

throttle' Mrs. Over, 
by 'Siir Sinclair 'to 
gorbus impribouinenl 
■ d '*^‘that tile accused 

ICO when violently in- 
toMCuted by some prepamtlon oi hemp ” 

One witness, a lascar at the, lighthouse, sai^ 
in evidence " Aecustd is,^a legiila/ ganja- 
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smoter, but 1 3o not Inow an'ytlimg- 
about his smoking’ on that 'paificUlar oc- 
casion " On the otbei hand, anothh't 
witness, Mr Dyei^s butlei, said' in *'vi- 
dence “ I hate known accused 'ibout 
four or five months I do not know any- 
thing about bis using gan^a ” 

There is no other reference to hemp drugs in 
all the evidence except in the statement of 
the Assistant Suigeon, whoon4th J^ovem- 
bei 1887, said' “X know the accused Kun- 
jaudas since the <?th ultimo, when he was 
lodged in the Alibag jail * ■» * I 
found him on that occasion to be suffering 
£iom narcotism , and fiom the subsequent 
observation, T am of opinion that this was 
produeed by the exe’CsSii/e use soiVie pre- 
, paiation of h6mp, probhbiy gainja This 
Assistant SuigCon was not examined as t^6 
the gioUnds of this opinion', but generally 
remarked that “ the whole of the symp- 
toms weie consistent with a severe bout of 
ganja-smoking, lasting up to 8th ultimo 
inclusive ” There is no mention any wheie 
of the piisoner asking for bhang, but m a 
lettel. of the Assistant Siirgeon ^notin his 
evidence) it is stated that the man askdd 
for gaujn and tobacco 

(TI) The Ponwkll caw The aheasetl was a’ 
Biahman, said to have enteled a templb’ 
and “found' Parbatti’s idol therein so 
beautiful that he embraced her and threw 
her down, breaking her into sev en pieces ” 
He was then insane and incapable of mak- 
ing his defence He was tried twq months 
aftei wards, and was disehaiged by the 
hlagistiate, who wrote' “ 1' do'not think 
there IS evidence enough to pe'isuade me 
to put the accused on his defence,” Mi 
Sinclair is theiefoie mistaken as to the 
termination of the dase The ihan was 
not acquitted ou the ground of insanity, 
but disehaiged foi want of evidence 
As to the cause of insanity, the papeis show 
that the man was insane for twelve 
years — an attack every year or two , " that 
the attack was pieceded by “dissolute 
life,'” and that its “supposed causes” 
weie“ganja-smohing. Dissipation Being 
rejected and deceiVed by his paiamoui ” 
It IS also (stated tliat lus fathei was 
epileptic ana his own health “ below par ” 

Oral evidence, 

I 1 

1 have been 25 yeais in the Cml Seivice, I have 
served in every provmce in the piesideney except 
North Canara 1 have little personal acquaint- 


ance with the subject and have already placed 
at the disposal of the Commission the informatioh 
1 was able to Collect Speaking generally, I 
think the hemp drugs have no effect to speak of 
on the health of the peCple of ibis presidency I 
regard it as ii negligible effect I think it may 
fairly be so described a'nd I so treat it in my own 
administration, 

I have knWri only three cases in rty experience 
in which tbeie was any apparent connection 
between hemp drugs and 6nme The one is over 
twenty years old, and I have no details of any 
value about >t ^ I did not tiy it The other two 
cases are the Kennery, Island case and the Panwell 
case I have already brought the=q ca=es to the 
notice of the Commission and placed them (through 
their Secretary) in the way of obtaining full in- 
foimation legarding them. These are the only 
cases in which ,I have traced any connection 
between hemp^ dings and enme T^e Medical 
Officer (Dr Peiena) concerned m the Kennery 
Island and Panwell oases is still in the same sta- 
tion 

I have no reason to think prohibition is called 
, for Had I thought so, I should have had more 
I to say A thing which so little obtrudes itself does 
not require such a measuie I believe in restrie- 
' tibn, I can lefuse and have letused new shops 
, wheie not required t can close any shop if it 
, appears to be doing harm I am not asked to 
make revenue of the drugs I have complete 
, power But there are ■ ' “ ts I 

find vrlla^ers object shop 

But 1 have uevei had ai > > bhang 

and ganja shop 

I consider that there is a margin foi increasing 
taxation, having legard to the price of other intoxi- 
cants, the fact that the drugs are mainly used by 
■ the pool, and the danger of smuggling It is 
difficult to judge from my experience, as my farms 
are subuiban, and Have to be considered in view of 
the Bombay contracts But I considei tiiat theie 
might be a margin I may add that the poorest 
ot the poor dunk toddy and spirits and consumeis 
are not alwaj s the poorest 

My view of the general object of Government 
administration of the drugs is that it aims first of 
all at regulating then use and pieveuting intoxica- 
tion The making of revenue is a secondary object 
altogether I have no suggestions to make iii 
legard to the present system to improve it lu 
view of tiiese two objects It might be different 
if I weie serving in a country wheie the drugs 
were much used In my district, as I have said, 
then effects are practically a negligible quantity 
In nny case, if anything was done to laiso the 
price of ganja mateiially, it might be neces«ary 
to have sub.ervient legislation regaiding dbatura. 


7 Evidence' df Mu S' E Ohahles, Collector, Belgamn 


1 By serving foi 24 years in various dislncts 
in the vaiions grades of the Civil fceivice, 

2 In this district lhang means powdered ganja 
It IS not known as suhzi, etc Charai is not used 
in Belgaum at all The definition of ganj i ap- 
plies Only flat ganja is sold m Belgaum It is 
simply known as ganja 

3 The ganja plant grows wild, to a very small 
■extent in this district It is not cultivated m Bel- 

vol. Vll 


gaum at all It is said to grow freely in Satara 
and Ahmednagar, but I have not been there 

4 Bombay hemp is called tag in Maraflii, 
satitthu in Kauaiese Ordinaiy hemp — ambadi m 
Maratlii, pundt in Kanarese Both grown foi fibies 
ill this distiict Only used for fibres Ganja 
hemp IS the name ajiphed solely to the variety of 
which the diug is formed 

5 This distiict is 2,000 feet above sea-level 

s 2 
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Tim ninf ill vanes from 120 inolios on Uio Glifits 
to 25 in the eastern tnlukas 

6 There are so few plants in this distnct, 1 
cannot say 1 have only seen one plant, nhont 84 
feet lonjT, with branches jnocccdinff from n eon* 
tral stalk The flowers wore cmbcddcil nniongst 
(tensely j'aoked small loaves 

7 See nnsw’cr 4 Only amladt and tag nro 
cnltivated foi fibres No ding is made from them 
in Belgaum No ganjn is cultivated, nor are 
drugs made here from wild ganja 

8. n’here has been none 

9 Tag is sown as a whole field crop Amhadi 
is sown as a row crop m fields of Aq;r» and /wr 
and some others 


10 None in this distiict 


11 and 12 Not in Bclganm 


13 There IS no restriction on rultivatmg the 
ganya plant in Belgaum The talnl as near the 
Ghats are said to lie nnsmtnblc Those inland 
fiom the Ghfits can grow ganya and (dire hemps 

14 None They are impoited roadv-mnde, 
that IB to say, ganya (flower tips) is imported in 
the form of dried and compressed tips 

15 Mapm is a swe tmeat looking hU slab-, 
of cream toffee, Jt is made of powdered gatiya 
mixed w itli sugai and trbtc Iwilcd It is cat» n as 
a sweetmeat Ganya itself is wetted, then niblied 
in the hand to a sticky pulp, then mixed with 
tobicco and smoked Jihanp is powdered ganya 
mixed with spices, sugar and milk or water, and is 
diaink as a cooling mixture It is called " ghola '' 
in Marathi, Kaiinrc'c name not known “ rAal.'" 
IS roasted ganya powdcied and mixed with simnr 
and spices, eaten by male professional singers 

10 Bhang or ghot 1 can 1)0 prepared by people 
in thou lioiiscs It can be j'fepared wliirever 
ganyi is grown 

17 There is no paitioular class Tlie licensees 
aio Musalmans, Manthas, Jams and others 

18 It IS said they keep for one year, hut lose 
thur elloLt as drngb entirclv after two and a- 
half yeais Thmis stated by the ganya larmer for 

this district No measures me known to prevent 

deterioration, nor are the causes known 


The import of ganya in this district has been 
as follows, for the period for which infoimation is 
availnble — 



QuiKTirr 

■ — -- 

"icar 

Mauoda 


ncTcnue to Government 

1887 88 

1888-80 

1889 90 

1890 91 

1891-92 

1892 93 

801 

lo4 

198 

201 

191 

183 

30 

25 

6 

18 

R 

4,213 

4,052 

.^.287 

3,301 

8,813 

4,109 


nnJledbeie 


-0 Gaoy 1 IS smoled cbiefly by bairagis, 
and gosaiiis, and to a limited extent by all < 
Itjs spaungly used by a few in all clas es 

23 Only flat ganya is used here for snioki 
22 None here 

No 

24 A few of all classes dunk bhang (jj 


ItiB chiefly used by persons m goodcircumstancfs 
Miiyiim sweetmeat is also eaten by a few of all 
classes 


25 It lias decreased in tins district since 18^7-' 
j 88 owing to the completion of the Soulliorn 
! Alnralha Railway and the migration of the 
I labourers tlioreoii employed clFcwhcre 

2C Tins can only bo guessed at Perhaps — 

(a) 80 per cent, 

(4) 5 per cent 
(c) 13 per cent 
(rf) 2 per cent 

100 

27 (o) (c) and ((/) are of nil classes (4) Ilabilnrl 
excessive consiimerfi nro Ixurngis, fakirs and 
gosaiiiB only The reason for this is the life 
of hard privation and cxpoiiire they Icid m 
their wanderings 

28 (a) One-fiftccntli onnee, price 1 pie 

(4) Two-fifths ounce, pnee C pies 

20 Sugar and spices are need indifTcnnlly 
Dliatura IS not used I know of no prej- nation 
sucli ns bhang massnla 

lO In Folitnilo by classes otli r than laim'-is 
CImfly confined to males Jt is not usual 'for 
cbildrcu to take those drugs in tins distuct 

SI It IS alleged that all these qu^ lions can l>> 
answered m the nfiirmativo, but 1 have novir «c.i 
any cases exhibiting excessive use or the difiicully 

of ubstnimug ' 

82 No such enstoros nro know n here 

8J lUi indifrorencc There is no pronounced 
opinion. It IS, however, supposed to induce idle- 
nt0« 




plant Blit It IF olfercd to dcacl relatives who 
used It in their lifetime, at the time of death anni- 
vcfFary ceromonifs by Mnsalmaus and Mamthns 

S4 Only to bairagis, fakirs and wanoering 
mondicmus, and the few Imbitual coimimers of all 
cla-scs There aro only about 200 ninunds of 80 
seers of 10 tolas each nFed = lC,0001b per annum 
The excessive consumers would take about 91b 
each per annum and the moderate 11b 8 oz The 
total pupulation is 1,013,000 in tho BcVmm 
district, giving an average of 11b to even' CJ 
persons jicr annum As only ltl,0001b in nil are 
consnmid, there could at most bo only 1 000 orr- 
in.iif immodomto users, and about 

12,0011 It o« were modern to consumers, I estim- 
ate the immoderate at 300 and the habitual 
moderate at about 8,000 at tlio outside The 
farmer estimates his customers at from 1,000 to 
1,~00 in Belgaum town, wliicb contains the 
largest number of consumers Tliere are ”7 
minor shops in other parts of the district. 

36 It would not bo feasible, because where tho 
plant grows people can pick it for tliemselvcs and 
make the preparation for tliomselves 

S0> No 

37 Not smoked here. 

88, Only flat ganya is used hero. The effect 
of otheis not known -me eutoi 

39 It IS supposed that tho drink is less nnnn- 
ous than tlm drug smoktd, because of the greater 
ndmiMure of harmless ingredients ^ 

Sometimes preseriliod m the form cf o-aom 
for wind in the stoninoli and stomach-ache ^ ^ 
43. (e) Said to be a digestive 
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(i) Also to give staying-power and lessen the 
effect of exposure 

(c) Not known here 

(d) Cheeks diarrhoea ind relieves pain 

All classes in small numbers, but principally 
travellers 

42 The moderate use appears to liave no evil 
effects The Civil Surgeon of Belgaum states 
that no insanes have come under his notice whose 
insanity was due to ganja, nor have any cases of 
violence oi crime come under his notice due to 
this cause 1 also as a Magistrate have never 
observed any cases of crime due to gaiija 

43. Yes 

4t Refieshing, and incites appetite and quiets 
the mind The moderate Use does not intoxicate, 
but inouces a slightly giddy feeling The effect 
of smoking lasts foi two or three hours Hunger 
IS said to bean aftei -effect A longing for further 
giatification is felt 

46 The Cml Surgeon knows of no insanes 
due to this, and states, “ the moderate consump- 
tion would appear to be harmless ” I know of no 
ca'es of insanity induced by ganja consumption, 
and never saw one 

46 Excesive use is said to produce insanity, but 
I never saw a case I have never seen a case of 
any harm arising from the use of ganj i 

47 and 48 No , the habit is puiely personal 

49 and 50 Nothing is known as to this 

51 and 62 The District Supenntendent of 
Pohce states that though bad chaiaoteis occasion- 


ally consume the drug, the use of it is not 
general 

63 Not known No such ease has come under 
my notice during 24 years as a Magistrate 

54 No ca=e known in this distnct 

66 No cases known, though the use is occa- 
sionally suspected Ma 3 um is said so to be given 
m order to allow of rape and theft on women 

66 Dhatura is not known to be used here 
Only tobacco is used to mix with gan]a whether 
by moderate oi excessive smokers 

67 Not known here 

58 Yes No obange necessary 

59 None necessary in this distnct 

60 No control is necessary in Belgaum 

61 None 

62, 63 and 64 No 

66 The import fee is 8 annas per Indian maund 
and bid in auction foi the license H3,935 foi 
last yeai Ganja only is imported No change 
seems necessary If fees were raised, the contract- 
or would bid less in the auction 

66 There is only one kind imported here, vts , 
flat gan]a 

67 No 

68 There aie no shops where the drugs may 
be consumed on the premises I see no harm m 
allowing such consumption 

69 A shop 18 not opened unless a considerable 
number of inhabitants of a village wish it, or do 
not ob 3 ect 

70 Nothing known 


8. JSvtdence of Me P S. P Lely, Collector of Surat 


19 Chains is not at all used in Surat distnct 
Gan 3 a is also pounded along with bhang, pepper 
and poppy seed After being mixed with water 
the whole is filtered thiougb cloth and then 
drunk by about 200 Boiahs and other Muham- 
madans in Surat city, and sometimes by ascetics 
It accelerates intoxication as compared with 
ordinary bhang water, and also mitigates the 
chilling effect of bhang 

20 Fakiis, sadhus and such like religions as- 
cetics lead the way In Surat city about 200 
Borahs and 1,000 other Muhammadans smoke 
Next come about 500 goldsmiths (Sonis), and 
200 masons (Kadnsl Then about 500 Jains 
Then about 100 weavers (Khatns) The rest, 
about 400, are Kanbis, Wanios, Ghanchis, Brah- 
mins, Dheds 

The above are for Surat city Elsewhere we 
note Wan 3 aras fiom the GhSts, and Brahmins 
occupy a higher place 

The monthly licit sale of ganja in all the shops 
of the Surat district is 623 i local seers (374 
tolas) for 650,000 people 

21 Only flat is used in Surat distnct, not 
round It is preferred to chur or kani, ns it is 
called here The gnido or gan 3 a dust, which is 
snid to be used in Bombay and elsewhere pounded 
with bhang, is not at all used here, and is there- 
fore destroyed by the local faimei 

22 Not used at all in Surat 

23 Bhang IS never used for smoking in Surat 
distnct 

24 Bhang is chiefly drunk by goldsmiths 


(Soms), Jains, Brahmins Also by a few Muham- 
madans, and men of other Hindu castes Bhang 
water is generally preferred, but it is also eaten in 
the form of bhang bukni by some Hindus Bhang 
bukni IS made by frying bhang with ghi and 
then adding sugar Mi 3 umpak is sold in shops 
To prepaie it, bhang is soaked in water for a whole 
day and then boiled for about a couple of hours 
Ghi IB then added, and the mixture again boiled 
for several horns. Spices and sugai are also boiled 
in, and the preparation allowed to cool, when it 
congeals and is cut up into small cakes The 
monthly licit sale of bhang in the shops of Suiat 
district IS 226 i local seers (374 tolas) foi 
650,000 people, and of ma 3 um pak 344 seeis 

25. The general opinion is that it is not on the 
increase The licit sales have lately somewhat 
increased in this distnct owing to the introduction 
of restrictive measures in the Baroda State in 
1892 Befoie that year there were none whatever 

26 The great ma 3 onty of consumers of both 
gan 3 a and bhang are habitual, three-fourths aie 
habitual moderate, and quarter habitual excessive 

Occasional consumers are of bhang only, and 
they are rare 

27 Eakirs and other ascetics are the chief 
habitual excessives in gan 3 a They take it because 
it enables them to bear abstinence from food and 
water and even clothes in the coldest neither 
It IB said to enable them to resist the most 
malarious climate and the worst water Muham- 
madans and many castes of Hindus aie led to 
gan 3 a or bhang by having to abstain from alcohol 
from religious scruples. Artizans and others 
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believe lhat their nsunl dnnl of hlnnor water 
ehai pens their raoulties and enables them to work 
better Lisll},nnnv icsort to Ranja smoking: 

’ ns a Lure for iheumntism, indigestion, and certain 
other cbiome diseases, and nlso to albiy mental 
depression More than one half of the consniners 
belong to the poorer classes 

28 Ganja— 

Idabitiial moderates, i tola, costing i anna 
Habitual cxccssives, 2 tolas, costing 1 anna 

Bhang — 

Habiti al moderates, 1 tola, costing 2 pics 
Hnbitnal esccssivcs, 1 tolas, coating 8 pica. 

Some ascetics consume as miicli ns 5 tolas of 
ganja per dmm 

2Q Tobacco is invnnablj mixed vvitli ganja 
to mitigate the bad odour of the latter Tlie 
ingrcdi-'iits ordmarilj added to bhang viator are 
jiepper and poppv seed to make it moro digestible 
Oecasionallj sugai, milk, almonds, ciriininoms 
md other spices are also added to bbaiig water to 
make it less intoxicating niub also more palatable 
Dhatura is not known to be used. rTo other 
preparation is sold for mixing in Ibis aislnol 

30 'Women arc searcelv known to consume 
citbor drug, but five to ton Hindu women in 
Surat Gitj are known to Children do not, a® a 
lailo, take them , but some parents sometimes 
give a little bhang water to make them sleep 

81 The habit 16 casilj formed in a few dajs. 
It IS verv difficult to leave off ganja, not so 
diflioult to leave off bhang No doubt tlioro is a 
tendoocj towards excess, Bjicemllj in eailj life 
But inanv instances mot bj mo scorn to prove 
that there IS also a tcndtncj to decrease the amount 
consuniod ns ago advances A liighlj respectable 
Brnbmm assures mo that bo forinorlv smoked .3 
tolas a dav , but now that ho is getting old, only 
one tola Another man sijs that ho used to 
sinol 0 20 pipes per daj , but gave it up on account 
of the intoloi-abli asthma it gave him, A third 
lias smoked one pice worth a dnj without increase 
ordecreiso for tlie last seven vears A fourth, 
who has smoked 30 jtais, now onlj consumes one 
jnee worth against two pice worth formerly 

32 Bhang IS sacred to Sliiva and is tailed the 
batti of Shiva On Shivratri it is ncces'arj foi Ins 
vvorsluppeii, to offer bhang to Mnhadev On Lim- 
oobbiv or Go-epidon day many Hindus drink tin 
jmeo of the leave-, of the nw tiee grounded with 
bhang and water Tins iwe of the drug is tOm 
peiate and not likely to lead to the formatioh of 
the habit 

83 Among lespectable persons the consump- 
tion of the dings, ospcciallj of ganja, is undoubt- 
edly held in some disrepute. In the case of 
Muhammadans this is strengthened bj religious 
feeling, and they use the drugs secretly. The f6el- 
ing ot the lost of the community is based, il ap- 
prebend, on disappioval of mtoMcints goiiorall} 
It IS not vei\ strong There is no custom ot vvoi- 
shipping the hemp plant in tins district 

34 It would he most reckless and unwise to 
thiuir ot such a thing All habitual consumers 
would sullei for some time from want of sleep, loss 
of appetite, giiping md indigestion Most of 
them belong to the most ignor.mt and fanatical 
classes la the countrj, and would bitterly resent 
being deprived of a piotective igamst all their 
bodily ills 

3 It would he wantonly causing the most 


sonons discontent Asto the last qneshon, I ran 
onlj say I have mot one or two cases where o 
ganja smoker has given up the habit and lal on to 
opium 

3C I do not think so 

37 No elmrns in this district 

38, No round ganji isronsnmcd in this district 
Tlio effect of (linr or kniii is gcm'rally the raincas 
(hat of unbroken ganja , hut it is held to bo more 
injurious if it is much broken 

to Thev are prescribed by native doctors for 
venereal diseases, etc Bhang and gnnja arc 
said to be need sometimes for cattle disewos. 
Bhang is given to hnrros along with othi r spices, 
and often to tows and buffaloes to m iko them 
jicld more milk 

41 Ganja is believed to assist digestion, also 
bhang Both give stajing-powcr, etc , and whet 
the facnltics. Thej arc not miith believed in as 
fchrifngo Tliej nssnago rheumatic and other 
jmins and mental distress But great stress is 
laid on not tonsunimg llicra with an empty 
slomneh and on the noeonipaiiiment of a full and 
generous diet, such ns gin, wheat, milk and sugar. 

Mail) of the modoralo consumers {t'de answers 
20 and 27) 

42 Some of the hinlthiest looking men in the 
' district are moderate consnmero A rolmst-look- 
‘ ing active man of 50 war talking to me jo-.lcrJaj 

, who had smoked ganja for 30 j core 
' 43 Quite so 

44 Bhang is refreshing It prodnecs intoxi- 
cation more or less according to the habits of tin, 
consumer. It creates a ravenous anpttite Dur- 
ing the period of elation, which lusts about tone 
hours, the man goes about his business witli 
heightened faculties The effect of ganja is 
similar 

45 Thohnhitnal moderate iis" of bhang and 
ganja is not believed to be injunmis, as a rule, if 
accompanied hi siiflieient nonrislmig fond I 
have met several hahitml consumers, who an; 
none the worse for it On the other hand, ganja 
has induced asthma in some Without goad food 
It caufces also loss of npjwtito and indigestion 

I have not mvsclt come aeross nnj eases of 
conrequent inBanitj, 

40 Lxccssno use of ganja is believed to cause 
asthma and indigestion m n more marked degae', 
also con'-umption and impotence The excessive 
use of hhing is believed to oanso rheumatism and 
indigestion 

47 and 18 No 

49 As alieadv staled, an excissivo use of 
ganja, without good and suUiciont food, tends to 
cause impote'ncc 

51 No significant proportion of had charactors. 
No special connection with crime hius been noted. 

C2 The present control is quite sufficient An 
addition might bo made to Govirnment Notifica- 
'tion No 4421 ot 28rd August 1330, requiring the 
cultivator to keep an account of Ins prodimtion 
and sales The orders above referred to have 
alrcadj had an effect in restricting the production 
of hh mg m this district 

68 There arc only three such shops in Surat' 
City They undoubtedly make the consumption 
ot hhaiig moro easy, heoauso the consumer is 
saved the trouble of preparing Ins hliaug water 
It has yet to be seen whether the experiment of 
closing similar opium shops is successful or not 
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I am inclined to tlnnb it will only lend io tlie 
foimation of oluljSj which will have the disadvnn* 
tage of less publicity 

69 No objection has ever been taken m this dis- 
trict to a ganjn-bhang shop If one wns made, it 
would be attended to , but there is not the same 
feeling as there is against liquoi oi toddy shop®, 

lOi Large quantities of the d mg were smuggled 
in small paicels fiom the Baioda terntoiy in 
former times, but since Febmary 1892, when the 
sale was brought undei control and a faiming 
system introduced by His Highness the Gaekwar, 
smuggling has almost ceased 


Oral evidence 

Que’tftoii 32 — I hand in some translations of 
popular sayings on the subject of bhang colleetcd 
from a company of sadhus 

Qi/eniton 59 —I should say that bhang was 
generally harmless — quite as harmless as the 
English glass ot sherry The vast majority ot 
consumers are quite moderate In my own office, 
which represents in many 'onses the best class of 
native society, there is perhaps not one who docs 
not occasionally take bhang in social entertam- 
ments I refer especially to the followers of 
Shiva I have noticed no ill effects among them, 
and they iheraseli os say that the occasional do'e 
does not pioducc any effect it all' There me also 
a certain number of habitual consumeis and a few 
who exceed j but the vast majoricy are occasional 
consumers, and of the habitual consumers the 
majonty oerkainlydo not exceed According to 
mv information, the habit of drinking bhang is 
not very quickly acquired. Indhis bhang differs 
from ganja smoking It would therefore take 
long for a consiimci of bhang to reach this de- 
graded condition I do not, howcvei, pretend to 
accurate knowledge^ on the subject I am not 
prepared to say that I have myself observed 
people to have been reduced to such a degraded 
condition by bhang as by the u=e of gaiija I have 
made enquiries during my tOurs, and people have 
admitted to me that they took bhang, and then 
physical condition appealed to mo, as a genoial 
rule, to be quite satisfactorj I do not mean to 
say that the drinking ot bhang is confined to the 
Shivaites. The majority of' Vaishnavites do not 
take it , and these form the mass of the non*- 
Shivaite agncultura’ population of my^ district 
Some Musdlmms do take bhang , but not, I think, 
the ParsiB, The Mnsalmans reprobate the prac- 
tice The number of victims to ganja smoking 
certainly appears larger than the number 'who 
injure themselves by the use of bhang. But this, 

1 think, may b ( xphnned in •■on’e dofrrrp by the 
fact that tlievf i ii i. e m* ujiui ’ ' ‘ tli'ii '’- 1 > the 
moderate U8e,o£ ganja than, to ^ the moderate use 
of bhang, and so h g i iiii" ■"dulr'e rnoIp>-- 
ately in gapja, 1 o i wi 1 1 j' u i( n’t iivi l> i* iin 
otjeeWn doing^Bo, batiWheuihiB constitution is 
rujned, he cannot keep, the secret any, longer and' 
aban^'-- "’I Besides,' there is no donbt 

that ' Js much loss provaleut 

amqng the lespeqtahlo classes, than the use ofi ' 
bbang The use of gnnja is for . the most part, 
thpngh byno ^ to,,ehgi 0 U 8 

aseetifS. The ' ' come to 

my, notice in my magisterial capacity, at, least 
in the Surat district One hears far moie of 
alcohol or toddy My knowledge is deiaved' tiom 
information rather than oculai demonstr ition 
In every taluka town the mamlatdar can bring up, 
and has sometimes brought up, perhap* h ilf a 


dozen socnl wieobs, said by him to have been 
mined by gaiija The persons themselves invana 
bly admit the ganja habit, but they attiibute 
their condition also to the want of sufficiently 
nourishing food in the form of milk and ghi 
On the other hand, there aiC always to he found 
some well-iiouiished individuals who have used 
gaiija all their adult lives and appear to be none 
the noise foi it Piaetieally, I should not haie 
any hesitation in accepting the view that th» 
condition of the persons I have mentioned was 
due to the causes alleged by them I could nob 
answer for isolated cases I have said that each 
mamlatdar could produce five oi six such cases 
The average population of a mamlatdar head- 
quarter town would be 3,000 or 4,0OO I havi 
called upon the mamlatdar to produce the ganja 
smol ers more frequently m the last month or 
two than previoiislj , but the subject has alwaj s 
attracted my attention more or less, and I have, 
occasionally done this in past years I cannot 
defiiiitelj lemomber to have called upon themam- 
Intdar to produce the social wfecks from opium oi 
liquor 111 regard to liquor, a large pait of the 
popul ition of some towns get drunk when they 
getthe chance, but tile effects of alcohol on the 
constitution do not seem to bo so permanent or so 
radical ns these of ganja Ilegarding the ganjens, 

I have not instituted enquiries irito then habits 
with the view of ascertaining whether (hey used 
alcohol or other drugs, because then statement 
and those of the ranmlatdars and others that they 
used ganja appeared to rendei it unnecessary 
It IS very probable that if more strict enquiry had 
been made, the mamlatdar would have been able to 
piodnce even alargei number of pei sons th m I 
have mentioned, as victims of the ganja habit, 
because it IS very unlikely that at a day^s notice 
every one would be able oi willing to come I 
have occasionally given the order a day before- 
hand— always verbally I have taken far mori 
interest in regard to alcohol than m regaid to 
ganja , and if I weie to reler to my note books, 

I could piobably call to mind many more cases 
beaniig upon the effects of alcohol than upon 
those of the hemp drug My information regaid- 
ing the 1 itter has been furbished up and added to 
in consequence of the present enquiry The 
alcohol-consuming pppul ition of the Surat distnot, 
which IS the one with which I am best acquainted , 
IS quite distinct fiom the ganja-consuming popu- 
lation, and, moieovei.I do not know so much 
about the population that consumes ganja immo- 
derately as about the liqnoi drinkers, andtherefoie 
I find it diffioult to make a goneial comparison 
between the effects of the two habits Alcohol 

' ‘ who live 1 


IS consumec 
healtliy, op 
upon themi 
^ore little 
one knows 1 
the chief.ee 


"lous effeefs 
k aie there- 
to ganja, 
ICS who aie 
piepaiod to 


say whether it-is-raore or less injurious than 
alcohol I speak of alcohol in the form of toddy, 
which I think is much*' more wholesome than 
difetilled' liquor'" Fully fei'mented toddy is about 
as strong as Londdn stoiiif,' as shbwh by experi- 
ments 'made a few yeais ago ' I* think increased 
taxation of ganja’ would bh highly impolitic I’ 
cam haidiy'see how, apait from political reasons, 
it could be bdiiefifcial ' The consumer would be 
prepircd to spend a pice or two more upon it It is 
much cheaper to get mtoxiodtiid on ganja than on 
liquoi I do not recommend increasing the cost ' 
ot the former, because the people who' use it aio 
poorer than those who diiuk liquor, I nevei' 
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lemember seeing a person intoxicated by ganja I 
only Know ganja intoxication by desciiption, and 
it lias bLondeseiibcd to me as not dissimilir to that 
caused by alcohol I have seen a great many 
eases of drunkenness from toddy It must, I 
snppnso, injme a person to get intoxicated from 
alcobol 111 nnv form I do not know of any 
adulteration ot the drags There does not apiionr 
to me to lie any necessity for Government to 
take measuics to prevent adulteration 1 think 


40 tolas IS an unnecessarily high maximum for 
legal possession of ganja I think live would bo 
Hither too low, owing to the shops being scat- 
tered, but it would bo Buflicient in average cases 

Qufstton G 8 — I think there is no prohibition 
against consumption of bhang or ganja m the 
promises in the shops of Smut The shops are 
not a nuisaiico, and the fact that smoking is there 
done in public would bo rather detenent than 
otherwise 


9 . Eoidence o/Mii J M. Campbell, C IE, Collectoi of Land Lciemio and Customs 

and Opium, Bombay, 


Oial evidence 

I have tw ontj -four 3 ears’ serv ice in all div isions 
of the piosidcney (except Sind) 

I do not think the hemp drugs are used to 
any great extent I find the actual consumption 
to be about 8 C seers per thousand of population, 
and there is no smuggling 111 Bombay , so that 
this means less than it would moan in other jiro- 
vinces whole there is smuggling Dhnrwar is the 
oulj distiict where there is marked increase, and this 
IS accompanied bj decrease in liquor consumption 
There liquoi seems to be displaced by drugs , but 
this IS not the case elsewhere in the province 

I do not think that the drugs do any appreciable 
harm to the people I think there has been an 
impiession in the province tint tlieio is harm done 
by these drugs, and that they ate not a good 
source of revenue There is an idea that nothing 
should be done to stimulate consumption No 
doubt to aim ot revenue only might stimulate 
consumption Hut on the one hand, the inipics- 
61011 regirdingtbo ill-offcots of the drugs is not 
so stiong as it was VI hen one is not giving 
attention to the subject, the only thing one 
notices IS the excessive use The moderate use 
does not obtiude itself on notice ’n’lioii one sees 
more of the subject, the effects are found to bo 
geiiei illy less hurtful Then, on tlio other hand, 
to take up the drugs more carefully and aim at 
coiitiol and to raise taxation could not itself tend 
to increase consumption But a high taxation 
migut lead to smuggling and otbor illicit practices 
This would not, however, lead to increased con- 
sumptiou There would be special danger of 
smuggling from Native Stales outside tlie pio- 
vinCe, such as Indore on the one side and 
Hyderabad on the othei. I do not tliuik that 
taxation could be consideiably laised without 
coining to some nmngtments with Native States 
within and without the province Some such 
airangements might bo made with the Native 
States within the presidency as have been made 
in respect to opium , and 1 think the compensa- 
tion piyible would be small, and that the Native 
otutob Would have no objection 

I am not of opinion that the effects of the diUEs 
aie such as to justify prohibition nor any stiingent 
restuction 1 think the producers in Ahmednfgar 
and Sataia would resent vpiy much any restm- 
tion of cultivation I think that the prohibition 
of cultivation in those districts wh^ie it is 
triding, so as to confine it to the two districts 
above named, might ean^e some little dissS^ 
faction, but would be feasible It could be done 
^estucted cultivation and bonded 
w .rehouses, however introduces so many com- 


plications, ns comp ired with the present py^tcal, 
that it would require careful consideration I 
think a RIO {ten-rnpee) transport fee per 
niniind could bo levied without any change of 
system, and the present system could not work 
well with a higher fee Somotlnng like tlie 
Central Provinces sv stem might bo required I 
do not recommend tins at present in the Deccan 
The rise in price by a lax ot, say, R 2 (two rupees) 
jior set-r, as in the Central I’rovincts, would bo 
very miicb felt, and would ciusc more di»cont. nt 
than would bo worth while exciting for the small 
increase of rcvcmic that would result If there 
were a large lucicase of revenue it might he 
different As it is, I do not, ns at present ailv istd 
recommend such a change ns far as the interests 
of Bombay arc conceincd I admit, however 
that if the question were regarded ns part of a 
general sjstein of excise, there might be other 
grounds for taking action towards equalizing 
taxation Smuggling from Bombay to the 
Central Provineos must be encouraged by the 
differcneo in rates 1 tlni.k ilso. porliai.s, that 
the ho ivy general excise taxnliou m Bombay-— 
the high revenue lealited from excise as compared 
with other provinces- would be an argument 
agiinst increasing taxation on any speeml in- 
toxicant, such as hemp drags 1 klieve that the 
two habits, liquor and drugs, are pnoticnlly quite 
distinct. If they w 01 c fully distinct, then there 
would bo httlo force in the last argument I li i\e 
roferrod to Another objection to Ingh taxation 
of drugs 18 that Hindus and some Mtihanimadnns 
might object to it owing to the increased prie-e of 
drags being an inducement to take to liquor 
vvhith their religion condemns In view of all 
the ciroumstnuces of the oiso, I would rot 
impose on the drag more than a tran^port tax 
of RIO a mnund under existing circumstances 


1 tUink that tbo object 6 f Government in tasn- 
tionofthe drugs should be the gieatest revenue 
witli the least possible consnmptiou, that is I 
think the drug IS sufficiently harmful to make it 
aproper llung to seoktokeop tho consumption 
low I think that the natural demand must be 
mot to prevent srangglmg and such practices, 
but the Government should seek to keep the 
facilities for supply as low as possible I do not 
think the present demand is too groat I w ould 
therefore rather aim at not increasing it than at 
cutting down the existing sources or facilities for 
siipjily and reducing consumption The latter 
won d unnecessarily cause discontent, and be 
unadvisablo I would aim at getting as much 
revenue as possible without mertas,,.^. the existing 
demand and consumption, and without mterferii.t 


As to the maximum ot possession, I think that 
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foifcy tolas 13 too liigb, mu I would leduce tint to 
five tolas 

I tliink it IS a good thing to have some shops 
in Bombiy city, where the dings are consumed on 
the pitmi^es It keeps the consumers under 
notice The shops are bound to close at a cert un 
houi, and the consumers to behave in an orderly 
manner '1 hi-, tends to legnlate the practice, and 
eontiol the habits of consumers The closing of 
the ohandu and m idak shops is said to have really 
incioased the number from 14 shops to about 150 
'Clubs The lattoi are not open to inspection or 
visit hi the anthoiities As i inattei ot fact, too, 
consumption of ganji within licensed shops is 
leally small, and shows no seiious evil 

111 statement Kon page 16 ofmj memorandum 
the exports aie of Bombay ganja, «(S,of gania 
produced in the Bombay piesideucv " Foreign 
Indian Poits” aic mainh poits in Kathiawai 
I believe tint all the ganja expoited is giown in 
the province Tlieic was evport a'-enbed to the 
Central Provinces, but this was found to be i 
mistake Tilt ganja exported lias paid the tiaiis- 


port duty on removal from the distiicts in winch 
it IS grown 

1 believe that in ordinary magi-tenal work there 
IS no counect'on between hemp drugs and oume 
But there aie eeitam enmes — muideis and eiimes 
of violence— n=cribed to gan)a , and theie aie also 
teitain statements regaiding tlie use of the diuo-s 
by Raiputs that point to its leading to violence 
1 have never sifted these stvtements, noi have 
such facts come to my notice On the othei 
band, 1 have been told that the drugs make a man 
timid It IS ottiei wise with alcohol Among the 
E tills, in the wild paits ofGujirat and in such 
distiicts as Thana, there aie many crimes con- 
nected with alcohol 

Mr Alraon and I have talked ovei the question 
of the average dose on which the estimates of 
consumption m Bombav city should be ba=ed 
VVehive al-o midefnrthei enquiries We both 
think that hilfatola would be nearer the tine 
iveragethan one tola Mr Almon would desno his 
evidence to be collected on this point. 


'10 ^otdeiice f)f J Monteath, Collector and Dii>l)iot Magistrate, Bijapur 


1 I bad prictically no opportunity of obt lin- 
ing special iiifoim ition on the 6iib|ect until I 
came to bijipiir v lear ago, and my atftntion was 
not particularly aitnctcd to it until oiders tor 
the supply if informalioii to the Comiiii<-Bion 
were issued 

2 The definitions given for ganja and bliniig, 
which names are used, may be acccp'ed foi this 
distiiot, but the term blniig is in some placts 
ipplied to the powdci left in the big attci ganja 
IS iuudUd and t iktn out Charas is not known, 
and bbang is said to be used only for the piepata- 
tion of the' drink called ‘'gholi” The soit of 
ganja sold liere is fl it ganja 

<3 I know no distiiet in which the hemp plant 
glows spontaneous!) 

7 The hemp plant Ins been cultivated in the 
town of Bnap'ir for some years past, and is at 
present I cing grown there and in Utnal in the 
Bagewadi taluka tor the production ot gunya and 
bliang The aieas sown have been — 



Acres 

Guntlios 

1888 

0 

33 

IBtO 

1 

1 

1890 

0 

20 

1891 

3 

0 

1892 

13 

0 

1893 

8 

C 


8 I infer fiom the largei sums paid foi the 
right to sell the diug tint consumption is mctcas- 
ing, but 1 /can assign no special reason foi this 
increase, except perhaps the increase of spaie 
cash 

9 I can idd nolbing on this point to the de- 
sciiplion given by Bao Pabadui 11 C Art dm 
paiagr?l)b 3 of bis leltei printed as an appendix 
to the note of the Commisstoner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and Akbaii, forwirded to Guv einment with 
his letter No 4752, d ited 11th September 1893 
RaoBibadurR C Artal serves in By ipur 

10 The phut is cultiviled on hthalE of the 
contractoi, a M irw 111, under the supei vision of 
exports who come from the Satara disti ct The 
operations common to the production of tins and 
othei plants aie performed by cuUiv itois belong- 
ing to the distuct 

Vol VII 


11 Not here 

13 Theieis no resfciiction of area It is stated 
m the Bombay Gizelteei (volume XXV, page 
231) that the plant iloiiridies best it an elevation 
of 4,0110 to 7,000 feet above the level ot the sea 
Rich friable moist loam is nieded, and there must 
bo no shade 

14- Gaiya and bhang only are prepared in fins 
district, and bhang to but a small extent The 
ganya jiiodiiced m 1892 isstid to have been about 
500 mninds 

15 I can give no infoimation on this point in 
addition to wlmt appeals in Mr Artal's repoit 
above mentioned 

16 Bbang is not prepaied by the people in their 
houses 

17 Ganyo 1= prepared oilly by the contractoi 
The only other prep ii ition, so far as I can leain, 
used 111 the district is gh-t i, nid it is made and 
drunk at festivals, pmticuiaih the Holi, by Maia- 
thas and the othei Hindu lower castes, occasion- 
ally by some of the liigner castes (not by Leiiga- 
yets) and by Musalmans 

18 I am told that ganya and bhang detenorate 
after two years, and th it their use is then espe- 
cially doleteiioiis I am not aware how deteriora 
tion can be prevented 

19 Glanya IS used only for smoking Charas is 
not used at all m this district 

20 So far as I can learn, the smoking of ganya 
19 almost confined in this district to Muhammadans 
of the lovvei class, fakirs, Hindu ascetics and 
mendicants, weav CIS, and some dnmestic seivants 
The proportion of ganya smokeis to the totil 
populit on IB exceedingly small I imagine not 
so much as 1 pei cent 

21 Plat ganya is used heio 

22 None 

23 No 

24 So far as I cm learn, bhang is hnidly evtr 
eaten heie, and is drunk only in the foim ot ghota 
by the classes mentioned m the insw'oi to question 
17 I do not think the proportion of those who 
60 use it exceeds 5 pei cent 

F 


V 
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25 Asalieady«titec1, T mfei from the hif^hei 
sums paid lor the light to sell the duig thvttlie 
u=e of gan 3 a is nieieasuig, but I eau issign no 
cause except a piobable impiovemeut in income 
Ml Artal slates that the habit of smoking 
ganja is fo»teied by ascetics, and as they move 
about more rapidly now with the improved means 
of communication, the increase may be paitly 
accounted ioi in tnis mamiei 

26 I can make only the loughest guesses at 
these piojiortions Oi the gan3a consumeis, I 
should think 10 pei cent aie habitual excessive 
consumeis, the lest being habitual modeiate coii- 
sumeis, there being practically no occasional consu- 
mers at all of the drug lu th it foim Almost all 
the consumeis of bhang in the form of ghota seem 
to be occasional moderate consumers 

27 I can give no information on this point in 
addition to what is stated above 

28 Gan 3 a only habitually used — 

Average alloivanoe Average cost 

(o) 1 tola a anna 

(fi) 4 tolas ^ annas 

I have heeu able to get no information direct 
from actual consumeis, and the second-hand in- 
formation I have got vanes eonsideubly 

29 I have no information on these points be* 
j end what is in Mi Artal’s repoi t above men- 
tioned 

30 The consumption, I am informed, is gene- 
rally in company, and, except as regards a few 
prostitutes, is confined to the male sex Persons 
under 20 are seldom addicted to the drugs 

SI I am informed that the habit of smoking 
gaD3a IS easily formed and is difficult to creak off 

33 The occasional consumption of ghota at 
festivals 18 app irently not consideied by any cl iss 
of the community to be open to objection The 
habitual use of ganja is considered discreditable, 
and I have not been able to find a single peisou 
who will admit lie uses it Eien tlie persons en- 
gaged in the cultivation of the plant informed me 
that no consumer of ganja would confess that he 
consumes it The cause ot the shame is presum- 
ably that the habitual use of the ding is geneially 
consiaeied deleteiious The plant is not woiship- 
ped in this distnct 

34 As the habit of smoking ganja is difiicult 
to bleak off, it would doubtless be a seiious piiva- 
tion, though probably beneficial, to forego the use 
of the drug 

35 I do not think the use of the drugs could 
be effectually prohibited , certainly not unle's cul- 
tivation was also stopped in Native States The 
prohibition would cieate serious discontent, and 
as legards the occasional consumers ot ghota 
would be a needless hardship The discontent 
would scarcely amount to a politic il danger A 
Government is not in my opinion justified in ab- 
solutely piohibiting the use of an aitiele which in 
moderation gives pleasuie and does little or no 
harm What is legitimate is to check its use in 
excess, which is harmful, by makmg it expensive 
thiough the imposition of duty 1 do not think 
the prohibition would necessaiily be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants oi othei drugs, or, 
if it were, that that would be a serious objection, 
for the immoderate use of hemp seems to be woise 
than the immoderate use of the others 

36 I do not think so If anything, the 
’tendency is the other way 

37 My opinion on the points specified in this 
chaptei would, of course, he of no value, but in 


case the Commission have not seen it, I would 
lefei to an article on Cannabis saliva in Part VI 
of the Pbaimaeographia Indica, which probably 
contains tue most authoritative exposition extant 
of the effects of the drug 

58 and 59 I think that the present system of 
excise administration in respect of hemp drugs has 
woiked faiily well, but that the time his come 
for putting these drugs on the same footing as 
alcoholic stimulants ind opium Hitherto the 
consumption of pieparations of hemp has not been 
extensive, and so long as it was very small, the 
farm of the right to sell, as dispensing with the 
need of any preventive establishment, was peihaps 
most suitable But it seems that not only in this 
distnct, but throughout the presidency, the 
amounts bid for the right to sell have been in- 
creasing, and it may fairly be inferied that the 
habit ot consuming these drugs is spreading It 
cannot indeed he said yet to be prevalent , still the 
totil consumption is, I think, sufficient to make 
it noith while to impose an excise dutj , it is al- 
ready in this district much in excess of the con- 
sumption of opium, though insignificant as com- 
paied with the consumption of alcoholic stimulants, 
particulaily toddy I use the expression “make 
it worth while,” foi in my opmion the question 
whether it IS worth while is the only one which 
calls for consideration in this connection It is, 
I believe, generally admitted that the system of 
deriving a revenue by farming the right to sell 
IB suitable only in the earliest stage, and that the 
levy of an excise duty is the faiiest and most 
satisfactory method of taxing an article produced 
in the country Now the levy of an excise duty 
on preparations of hemp will present no difficulties 
in this piesidency The wild hemp does not grow, 
and the cultivation of the plant lequiies great 
attention, and cannot be earned on suireptitiously 
The existing Abkari establishments would probably 
suffice foi the levy of the duty, or at least would 
rcquiie strengthening to hut a small extent The 
article is too bulky to be easily smuggled, and the 
ariaugement with various Native States as regards 
alcoholic liquor and opium could probably be 
easily extended to hemp intoxicants The levy of 
an excise duty is of course a very different thing 
from total prohibition, and would not, I think, 
excite any opposition. The article already pajs 
a duty through the incidence on the consumers of 
the amount paid for the farm, and is a very legi- 
timate subject of revenue An alteration in the 
foim of theduty could not reasonably be objected 
to. The drugs would probably be a little dearer 
undei au excise duty than they aie now, but not 
so much so as to mateiially affect an}body~cei- 
tainly not the occasional consumers, while the 
habitual consumers are ashamed of the habit, and 
are the less likely to ^ake open opposition to a 
check on it 

The levy of an excise duty would, of course, 
have to be accompanied by au import duty on so 
much of the aiticle as is imported fiom places 
outside Biitish India, except such States as might 
give over to the Government the management 
of this as of other ahkan revenue The piesent 
duty on import, export, and transpoit is not, in 
my opinion, a very fair or satisfactory ope I 
apprehend it is intended lathei to recoup the cost 
of controlling tiansport than to be a source 
of levenue It does not, howevei, seem right 
that in a distnct in which the hemp plant 
IS not grown the price should be mcreased 
by an import duty from which, or from any- 
thing corresponding with which, districts in 
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wbioh the plant IS grown to an extent suSleient 
to meet the local ^consumption are exempt If the 
duty were charged only on importation from 
places outside British India^ there would be less 
objectioUj for the several Bntisb districts would 
then be on the same footing as legards duty, 
whether the plant is cultivated in them or not 
But the fairest method is to charge an excise 
duty on the article produced in British India, and 
a corresponding import duty on the article impoit- 
ed from places outside Biitish India In tho 
first instince the 1 ate of excise and import duty 
should be low, hut not so low as the existing duly 
on tianspoit, the lucidence of which is under 3*3- 
of a pie per tola Also the minimum amount of 
duty leviable should not be so much as at present 
I should think that a rate of 8 annas pei seei of 
ganja, which w ould bo little more than a pie per 
tola, would be an exceeding!} moderate inte with 
reference to the piosent duties on spirit and toddy 
I do not know whether the strength of bhang 
differs from that of ganja so much as to icqinre 
a separate rate Of course charas would need a 
rate for itself 

I consider that it would probably he practicable 
and desirable to apply to ganja and bhang the 
system now mfoicein most distiicts with regard 
to toddy mxttatis mutandis — that is, there should 
be a separate license for each shop, which, if theie 
IS only one applicant, should be given on paj mciit 
of a fixed fee, if there aie raoie, it should he sold 
bj auction All the ganja and bhang prepared 
should he kept in bonded warehouses or dep6ts, 
and sold thence only to persons who hold licenses 
for shops on payment of the duty The licensee 
should have the option of supplying himself from 
any depdt in the presidency on paj ment of excise 
duty, or from places outside the piesidency on 
pa} ment of import duty, each consignment in either 
case, of course, being coveicd b} a pass showing 
the payment of the duty 

It IS, howe\oi, possible that the consumption is 
jn some districts not sufficiently laige to induce 


jieisons to apply for licenses foi sepai ate shops 
in that ease the right of sale throughout a distiict 
could continue to he given to one peison — gen- 
erall} the peison who offered the laigest sum fOi 
the privilege — who would supply himself from a 
depot or impoi t on payment of excise 01 impoit 
duty as proposed in the case of the holders of 
licenses for separate shops 

60 Theio IS at piesent no need for control 

61 Charas is not pioduced here 

62 The cnltivatiou of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang is not sepaiate from its 
cultivation for the production of ganja. 

63 and 64 See answer to questions 58 and 59. 

65 There is at present in this piovinee no 

taxation in the stuet sense of the teira on piepa- 
lations of hemp except the duty on import, export, 
or tianspoit, as regaids which please see answers 
to questions 58 and 59. 

C6 I think not, but only one kind of ganja is 
used in this distnct 

67 See answer to questions 68 and 59 

G8 No I think consumption on the shop 
premises is as unobjectionable as consumption in 
the consumeis’ own houses 

69 Yes Q'he village ofllcers aie required to 
inquire and report whether the bulk of the people 
wish a shop or object to it, and in the latter ca^e 
a shop is not allowed I think it is reasonable 
that effect should be given to the wish of the 
majority in this matter 

70 I ha\e lenson to believe that although 
there is no, or practically no, smuggling, people 
who live on the borders of Native States get 
their supplies fiom shops in these States, wheie 
the article is said to be cheaper This piactice is 
possiblj' owing to tlie lule that any parson mav 
have in his possession without a license as much 
as 40 tolas Tlie limit should not, I think, he 
moie than 5 tolas,— pei blips bettei, 2 tolas 


11. Emdence of Mu. H 'Woodwaud, Collector, Eaira, Gujarat 


1 Only the general expciienco derued from 
eighteen years’ actual soivice as a Dislnet Ofiicor 
in many of the districts of this presidency, exclud- 
ing Sind My special attention has been drawn 
to the subject quite recently 

2 Yes, though the general notion is that 
bhang is produced from the female and ganja 
from the male plant only I cannot discovoi that 
these products aie known locall} by any peculiar 
names 

3 None 

7 None, the fibrous hemp plant {san), so- 
called, IB altogether diffeient from ganja, and has 
no intoxicating qualities 

14 No, they are all imported 

19, Only foi smoking m the Kaira district 
Chains is not imported for sale here at all, .and 
its use IB oxtiemely limited 

20 The practice of smoking ganja is general 
among all the lower and poorei classes, fakiis, 
bairagis, sadhus, and other ascetics being spe- 
mlly addicted to it. 

21 Blat ganja alone is used in this district 

23 Never, so far as I can ascertain. 
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24 Bhang is dinnk by all classes of the popu- 
lation in a loss 01 greatoi degiee, spoeiall} m the 
hot season It has lefreshing and stimulating 
properties, and is imbibed at convivial meetings, as 
Europeans use tea, by the well-to do classes 

25 There aie veiy few shops in this distnct, and 
the consumption seoms to he decidedly on the 
decrease owing to the pievailing and spreading 
taste foi the cheapei forms of alcohol This 
remark is applicable to bhang dnnkeis and ganja, « 
smokers 

26 ” Roughly out of 100 consumeis,— 

(а) 80 

(б) 5 

(e) 10 

W) 3 


100 

Roi bhang and ganja (not charas) 

27 From all classes From the Brahmin and 
well-fed banii to the Dhaiala and emaciated 
ascetic, as well as Muhammadans The people of a 
countiy like India must have stimulants The 
form of the stimulant chosen will depend on a 
vanoty of circumstances, not the Fast important 
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being the meins oF the consumer Physical nohes 
ind pains, mental depression, geneial 3 oylessness 
of life among the more indigent classes, the foict- 
of bad example, are all incentives to get tenipo- 
laiy rest and oblnion 

28 (a) About i tola, coslitig J auna 

(i) Double or treble that quantity 

29 Tobacco is generally mixed with gania to 
improve the flavoui Pepper, poppy seed, almonds, 
cardamoms, and sometimes sugar aud milk, are 
mixed with bliang-nater aecoiding to fancy and 
taste, and with the object of rendeimg it more 
palatable and warmer to the stomach J am told 
that dhatura is occasion illj mixed with cbaras to 
enhance its inebuating poweis 

30 Bhang and ganj i aie usually taken in com- 
panv, tuough some mcoiiigibles prefei ganjv 
sraokiug by themselves The h ihit is mainly 
confined to the male sex, who contiact it at any 
time of life Childieii seldom consume any of 
these drugs, though they m iv be allowed a sip 
of bhang-water as ours aie of wine as a tieat on 
special occasions 

31 Not moio so than in the case of alcohol 
dnnkeis in le'-pcct to bh ing Much moie fre- 
quently the ganja smoker becomes a slave to the 
habit and falls into excess 

32 I understand that Shiva oi Mahudev is 
legarded by Hindus as tlie special patron of 
bhang, and that it is alwajs imbibed on bis sacred 
days and festiials I liavc not heaid that oigies 
lie indulged in on these occasions, and, as thej 
are infrequent, I do not think they are likely to 
have any effect in foimiiig habits 

38 Ganja smoking is regaided among all 
cl isses as a degrading and disgiaceful habit 
This feeling is due paitly to the classes of people 
who consume it owing to iis cheapness, and partly 
to the baneful effeots winch result fiom its exces- 
sive use No such stigma applies to the taking of 
bhang Tlie hemp plant is not an object of woi- 
ship to my knowledge 

34 I am of opinion that it would for obvious 
reasons In tins district 1 do not think more 
than 5 per cent of the population would be 
affected 

35 Absolute piohilution would ecrtainlv entail 
smngglmg, which could not be stopped The 
discontent would be sore among tlie cla'ses affect- 
ed, but not such as to amount to a political 
danger 

I don’t believe m the possibility of absolute 
effective piobibition of the use of ganji and 
bhang, but if it could be, alcohol, I believe, 
would be the substitute The remaimng altei- 
native, opium, operates as a sedative, and could 
bardh be a fit substitute fi>r hemp diugs, which 
are excitant and irutaut in tlicir natuie 

36 See answer to question No 25, 

37 Only that they iie much more rapid and 
fai more poweiful 

39 I should say that ganja and ch iras smoking 
with or V ithout admixtui e are much more iDjuriou"s 


than blnng-driiikmg I know of no edible 
prep iration made fiom the hemp plants 

40 Taken on a full stomach, bhang and gan]3 
aie esteemed to he good foi digestion ind as 
appetisers to biace the nenes and sliaipen the 
inielltct Bhang is used in cases of rlieuitntisra 
and fevei 1 do not know' th it thei are used in 
cases of Cattle dise ise, though bhang is guen to 
cattle to increase their supply of milk 

41 See above 

42 No decided answer can be given Toe effects 
depend upon the tempei iment of the lakei, 
the quantity in which and the times when tlie 
stimulant is taken Generally it may be said 
tbit, like smoking tobacco or dnnking alcohol, it 
iscompaiatively barmle-s if taken with i iie, mode 
lation, and due consideration of the cnnsiiuier’s 
constitiitioinl peculuiities No liaid and f ist 
lule can ne laid down 

43 Quite BO 

46 The excessive gni)a smokei miv be 
detected by bis emaciated bolj, bis dull lustie- 
less eje, Ins listlessne s and feebleness He 
becomes iftoi a few jears enfeebled in bodv and 
mind, aud even a vvoise wreck tb m the victim of 
alcohol Appetite goes, and at lost the madden- 
ing fumes become bis sole lesoitfor temporal} 
relief and oblivion 

47 No 

49 Not to my knowledge, though it is not 
donbliul that excessive ganja smoking will in 
time affect the viiile poweis 

51 None whatever 

53 Men, no doubt, become biglilj excited and 
lose then mental balance bj excessive indulgence 
It was commonl} lepoited that the man who at- 
tacked and was shot by Mr W M oodward, Col- 
lector of N isik, some j eais ago, was fieiizied bj 
the use of hemp diugs 

54 I know of no such cases, but it is said 
that pel sons about to lun “ amuck ” do so to fortify 
themseh'es to get the steam up 

55 I have never beaid of bhang or ganja being 
so used without the adraixtuie of dhatura or some 
othei potent diug 

58 I considei the system is as simple and 
effectual as it can well be, and I know of no 
measmes which can be suggested for its impiove- 
ment^ 

59 I think, peihips that the maximum 
quantity allowed to he m any one’s possession (40 
tolas) IS too high, and its reduction to one-fourth 
that amount would not be considered a hard- 
ship 

63 and 64 None 

68 No 

69 The consumption is so insignificant in this 
district that local option has seldom to be taken 
into considei ation As Collectoi of the district, 
however, 1 should ascertain the wishes of the 
people befoie establishing a new shop in any 
locality 

70 I should say that smuggling was r ire and 
that the tax is usually paid 
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12 Evidence of Mu A Cumine, 

1 Personally I ha%e not had any, being a new- 
comer to the distucfc 'i’lie Commission having 
desired that I should direct my attention specialh 
to the question o£ to wh it extent, if am , the wild 
tribes of K.handesh are coneerned in this mattei, 
im answers lefti to them alone It will he seen 
that they are very little conteined indeed My 
inform ition Jias been obtained from inamlitdais, 
as I could not make personal enquiiies m the short 
time allowed me 

2 Information for the district of Khandesh in 
general will be given by Rao Bahadur Sifciram 
Damodhar 

8 In the tracts iiihahilcd hj wild tubes the 
hemp pluit does not, so far as 1 know, glow 
spontaneously at all 

7 In the tracts inhabited by the wild tubes 
there is no cultivation of the lump plant at all 

18 No 

14 None are piepaied in the tracts in which 
the wild tubes live 

The w lid tribes to whom the following answers 
refer are— 

(1) The Rhils — not the Bbils of the pi iins, ns ' 
thev are hardl) wild tribes now, but the 
Bhils along the base of the Satpuris in 
Shahada and ('hopdi talukas (2) The 
Tadvis of Savda taluka (.5) The Maochis 
ofthoNawapui Peta (4) The Paw ras of 
'the Taloda talul a (5) The Konlamis of 
the Pirapaluer taluka 

19 Charasis not used at all The Paw i as do 
not use gan]a at all Such of the others as use 
gan]a use it only for smoiciiig 

20 There cannot he said to be different classes 
amongst these people 

Charas is not smoked at all The propoition 
of gaii]a smokers is perhaps as follows — 

Amongst Bhil®, about 4 per cent amongst 
Tadvis, ibout 2 oi i per cent amongst Maochis, 
•^jrth per cent , among-t Pawras, 0 per cent 
amongst Koukanas, about 2 per cent 

21 The Bhils in Shahada are said to prefer the 
round , in Chopda the flat The Tadv is tlie round 
The Maochis apparently noprefeience The Pawias 
do not use any The Konkanas can got only the 
flat, then prafeience is ujt known 

22. None 

23 No 

24 None 

25 Bhang and charas aic not used at all 
None of my informants sa^s tli it the uso of gan 3 a 


Acting Collector, JDhuha, Khandesh 

IS ineieasing Theie is not enough ev ideiice to 
say that it is decieising 

26 None are e\cessive consumers The Pawias 
are not consumers it all Of the Chopda Bhils, 
ill the consumers aie probably habitual moderate 
Of the Shihada Bhils appnently about one- 
foiiith of the lonsuraeis aie hahituil moderate, 
and the lest oecasionil moderate Of the Tidvis, 
iH the consameis are probably habitual moderate 

, Of the Maochis, all the consumers are s iid to be 
occasioml moderate Of the Konkanas, all halu- 
tual modeiate 

27 There cannot he said to DC diffCient classes 
or different habits of life ui ciicumstances amongst 
these wild tubes, I think 

28 For habitual inodei-te consumeis the 
average allowance per dum seems to be about halt 
a tola amongst Bhils uid T idvis Half an anna’s 
woith is said to last a Koiikana a week For 
Maochis no information can he given Pawias 
do not use any 

29 The Maochis ate said not to mix anything 
with their ganja The Bhils, T iilvis, and Kon- 
kanas ordinarily mix tobacco w ith their gaina 
they say it increases the effect and improv es the 
taste. The Chojida Bhils add that it prevents the 
ganj i in 3 uung the lungs Nothing is'exception- 
ally mixed with the gan 3 a Dhitura is not so 
mixed 1 do not know of any pieparation sold to 
mix with ganja 

SO Ganja is apparently smoked in solitude, 
but there does not seem ^to be any concealment 
in It Neither women nor children smoke it 

82 There are no such customs 

83 I don’t think it can he ‘■aid that there is 
any public opinion on the point Theie is no 
hemp plant m those parts, lud no custom of 
worshipping it 

35 As the tracts inhabited by these tribes 
march with Native State,., I think it would be 
very difficult to enforce any prohibition of the 
use of gaii 3 a The prohibition would, I think, 
occasiou seiious discontent among the consumeis 
all the mull so because they would ieel that it is 
totally uncalled for But the consumers are fat 
too few for their discontent to amount to a 
political danger The con'-umers probably ire, 
like the other memheis of the wild tribes, haid 
dunkeis alicadv 

86 'Ihere lo not, I think, any reason for 
thinking ah ohol is being substituted £oi ganya 
The wild liihe» have always been veiy fond of 
dunk 


13 Evidence of Mb "W W Dbew, Acting Collectoi , Batnagii i 


1 I have consulted all the medical offidersin 
charge of dispensaries and the suhoidinatcs of 
the Abkan Department, after instructing them 
to find out thiough the shopkeepers then piin- 
eipal customers, and obtain all the information 
possible irom them The information relates to 
the K itnagiii dislnct only 

3 Theie is no cultivation in this district 
14 There is no manufacture m this district 
19 Ganya is taken in thefoini of a drink called 


“ gbota ” It IS taken as a remedy against dysen- 
teiy by people ot ill sorts in the form of pills mixed 
with sugar ’ 

20 My snboidinates report a total of about 
8,000 out of 1,106,000, oi 0 72 uer cent Besides 
b HI igis and such like, the lemaming consumers 
are drawn irom all classes 

21, I can give no information on this point 

22 Chains is not used in the distiict 
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23 Bhang is not used in the district 

25 The use of ganja is largely on the incirase, 
indcmf^ from the increase in the amount impoiteu 
under passes, which is the onl^ licit means of ob- 
taining it 


20 I can give no idea of these proportions 
07 Bad company and bowel complaints ate said 
unnersallj to he the tuo causes which lead per- 
sons to acquire the habit 

28 (a) Bor moderate consumers I would fix 
tlie~ma\imiim limit at I tola a day, costing 1 pie= 
1 would put yV “S the average, costing 3 pie 

(5) Two tolas a day, price one anna, as the a\er- 


age 

29 Sugar, jagri, tobacco, milk, popp5 -heads 
and spices, accoiding to the means of the con- 
sumer 

30 It IS much more usual to take it in com- 
panj than alone Women and cbildien nevei lake 
it otheiwise than as medicine, except prostitutes 

31 It IS extremely difficult tobiedc off the 
habit, and it cannot be done suddenly 

32 There are no social or leligious customs le- 
quiring the use of the drug 

33 It IS generally considered disreputable to use 
the drug otherwise than as medicine 


34 The general opinion is that the piactite 
cannot be suddenly stopped without dangei to the 
life or peison of an habitual consumer 

35 The consumers would attempt to import it 
ilieitly Opium, or perhaps liquor, might beuocd 
by some in its place 


36 No 

37 Cliaras is not used here 

38 Only one sort is used here 


39 Opinions diffei altogether on this 

40 It is presciibed foi diurhma and dj'sentery 
and foi dianhcea in cattle too 

41 (a) Yes 

(6) Yes 

(c) No I 

(d) It is used occasionally as an. aphiodisiae, 
but its h ibituakuse tends to cause iropotency 

42 Beneficial 

43 Ye= 

44 To produce cheerfulness It is refieshing 
Does not produce intoxication Allays hungei 
It produces a ciavmg foi more in a short time 
iiftei 

45 (fl) fo (e) No* 

{f) Not where the consumer takes a piopei 
amount of food For poorly nourished people 
it may lead to weakness of intellect and insanity 

46 Excessive use impairs the constitution, 
causes loss of appetite, and tends to insanity 

47 No 

48. I cannot say 

49. It IS used, by males only, as an aphrodisiac 
It tends to produce impotence if used habituall) 

50 It IS not used habitually as an aphrodisiac 

51 and 52 No, not as far as the public are con- 
cerned 

53 I have heaid of one such case 

54 Theieisno evidence to this effect thit I 
have been able to obtain 

55 Itissaidthat majiim and dhatura areie 
quired to piodnoe stupitnctioii sufficient foi such 
puiposes I have heaid of no ciiines perpetrated 
by these means 


14'. Evidence of Mu R A Lamb, Acting Collector, Kolaha 


1 Assistant Collector from 1879 to 1887 , 
Acting Collector, 1892-93 

2 Not known in tbis distnct The definition 

of ganja is correct Only one vanety is sold heie 
with no distinctue name, 3nst gan^a It looks 
like nhat Di Pram describes as lonnd ganja 
Broken fragments are sold ivitb the lest, only 
minute fiagments or dust (cbui) are either 
destrojcd or else sold at a veiy reduced puce (JO 
or 12 tolas per anna instead of 2 tolas jier anna) 
to persons, especially Marwadis, for drinking 
purposes , 

3 The plant does not grow here spontaneouslj 
or otherwise 

14 As regards this district, no, 

18 Gan3a does detenorate and quite loses its 
effect in time It keeps good a year Deteiiora- 
tioii 15 due to natural causes No special mcasuies 
can lie taken to preient deterioration 

19 All statements here npply to ^ovjd oulyf 
charas and bhang being unknown in this district 

Gan3a is used (a) for smoking, and to an extreme- 
^ limited extent for (5) eating (c), diiiikino- 
^ For eating it is made up with a \ anetv of other 
substances, sugar, almonds, poppy-seeds, saffron, 
etc , in proprtions according to taste in the foim 
of sneetmeats For drinking it is hr. ken up by 
rolling Mlwcen the open palms with a little w.ater 
and then mixed with water or milk in proportion 


accoiding to taste These nse« prevail in all parls 
of the distiict wheie gan3a is in use, but to a 
much less extent than smoking 

20 Individuals of all classes, except the 
depressed classes (Kolis, Mahais, &c ), and wild 
tubes (Thaknrs, Katkaiis, etc) useganja Etgii- 
lar consumers, priucipallj' Paiidharpeshas and 
hlnhammadans in this district, amount to about 
500 only and in Janjira State about 875 These 
are scattered through the district The popula- 
tions nie — Kolaha, 594,872, Jaii3in, 81,7b0. " 

21 Only gan3a (semble, round ganja) is used 
for smoking 

22 None 

23 No. 

24 None 

25 The figures available do not indicate any 
considerable general increase or decrease, nor does 
local information indicate anj Tlie shopkeeper at 
Nag.itna sajs consumption there is now about 
double what it was ten jears ago, but it is 
small— smallei than in an} other part of the 
district 

26 In Kolaha and Janjin there aic 800 to 
900 habitual moderate coiisiimeis There ma} be 
from double to treble that mimhcr of occasional 
moderate consumers, but this is guess work As 
to cxces-ive consumers, I can liardl} eien give a 
guess I should saj (i) habitual excessives were 
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a negligible quantity, and (f?) occasional escessives 
not i in 10,000 of the population 

27 Tne well oi fairly well-to do supply the 
majority of (a.) Many of them, especially Mai- 
wadis, like gama as a dunk inhot weather, many 
1 ha\ e no doubt take it as an aphrodisiac A 
hiibitudl moderate consumer told me he was much 
given to going to pilgrimages, and acquired the 
habit among the devotees at Nasik Muaalmau 
fakirs and Hmdu devotees (mendicant religious) 
constitute a large proportion of the consumers 

28 (a) ^ tola per diem , one pie pei diem 

(6) No information, 

29 (a) Tobacco for smoking. For eating and 

drinking, see answer 19 (J) No information 

Dhatura is not used Ganja is mixed with other 
lugiedieiits because it is too strong to take neat 

Bhang massala is not known heie 

30 Generally lu solitude There is (or was) 
a kind of private'~gnnju-smoking club in Pen 
Jliiinly conhned to male sex and to adult life 
Children do not usually consume it 

31 (fl) and (i) Yes 

(c) Smoking, I should say but little, eating 
and drinking, none 

32 (1) At the Muharram, the Shimga oi Holi, 
aud the Gawri (Ganesh Cliaturthi), those who 
dance and sing and otherwise exert themselves in 
the procession, etc , are wont to take a drink of 
the milk (or water) of the cocoaiiut sweetened 
withjaggeiy and strengthened with ganja. This 
is to make them excited and lively 

(2) On the ]Maba ShiYratri,the god Shiva, being 
an ascetic, bos a liquid preparation of things to 
which he is addicted, including ganja, poured over 
Ins image 

(3) Kunbis are wont to make offerings at the 
time of thieshing to the local divinities of their 
fields In a few (not more than 10 per cent ) of 
such offerings a small quantity of ganja is included 

(1) is not essential, (2) and (3) ate piohably 
considered so by the worshippers (1) is generally 
temperate, and not likely to lead to the formation 
•of the habit, nor otherwise injunons, (2) and (3) 
are purely ceremonial 

33 Generally with disapproval, quit smoking , 
drinking with indifference I do not think there 
is any religious public opinion against ganja 
smokmg Fakirs and Hindu devotees (to wliom 
apparently all things are permissible) are generally 
smokers Social public opinion is against others 
smoking The sentiment is attributable to the 
native aversion (possibly partly religious) to the 
use of intoxicants and excitants The hemp plant 
is not worshipped 

34 Yes, a habitual moderate consumer has 
smoked his whiff of ganja (he tells me) daily foi 
30 ycais before dinner, and without it he would 
neither enjoy his dinner nor sleep at night. To 
occasional consumers the piivation would be small, 
I'oi numbers, see answer 26 

35 (a) Hardly, 

(i) Probably 

(c) Not without much trouble and doubtful 
success 


(d) and (e) No 

(/} It IS impossible to say, except by guess I 
guess that to some extent it w onld 

86 No 

37, Note — The answers which are given under 
this chaptei relate to ganja only 

40 Native doctors do employ ganja m making 
up some of then prescriptions, but I do not know 
to what extent nor for what diseases I do not 
know of ganja being used in cattle disease 

41 Ganja — 

(o) Is an appetiser, is not a digestive 

(4) Gives power, see answei 32 (1). 

(c) Is not so used here 
(a) Moderate habitual 
(4) Moderate occasional 

43 Yes 

44 Slight exhilaration, lefiesliing, it is too 
much to say that it pioduces infoxieatioii, except 
m a very slight, incipient degieo , it excites rathei 
than allays hunger, cieates appetite, effect lasts 
some four or five hours, after-effects »u4, if the 
daily smoke be missed, distinct longing and un- 
easiness is felt (Statement of a Sonar, aged 65, 
liabitual smoker of J to ^ tola of ganja pei di4m 
lot last 30 years ) 

45 No (Statement as per answer 44 ) 

46 Sec memo appended, being copy of a letter 
from -Assistant Surgeon, Alibagb 

47 The smoker above mentioned has six cbil- 
dien, all born since be became a smoker , eldest aged 
25 Eldest daughter has also six cbildien, all aie 
healthy , none are smokeis 

48 No infoimation 

49 It is, I have no doubt, so used, but I have 
no definite information on the subject, which is 
not a very easy one to ask consumers questions 
about Sellers tell me that now and again a pio- 
stitute buys gaiija, but they do not know foi what 
use 

51 Hone ascertainable here 

65 No 

58 Works satisfactorily 

59 I have no suggestions to make, 

62, Not at all necessary 

63 and 64 None 

65 (6) Reasonable 

66 and 67 No 

68 No, Such houses or shops are neither desired 
by the people noi desirable 

69 Yes A shop is allowed to be opened only 
wheie there is such a large population that obvi- 
ously tbeie must be a certain piopoition of people 
lequiiing ganja, or else wbcie people ask for a 
shop, and on enquiry the Collector and Distiict 
Magistrate thinks lit to grant the request There 
is no objection to local public opinion being thus 
considered 

70 No facts regarding importation or smug 
gling of hemp drugs fiom Native States Yes, 
duty IS leally paid No general use of untaxed 
drugs 
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I'j. Eiidenceof Jin JI 0 Gibb, Tirft Assistant Collector, AlimecUaqai' 


5l anil 52 Hemp is not Urpelj con'^timed m ' 
form by bid thnncter-, md ivheii it is, tliiir 
coU‘'Uinin£r bemp b is notbmi^ to do with thru 
lommittin^' crime The Isi^^est hemp consumers 
fire probabli religious mtndic ints, some of tbO'C 

men maj bo bid chariotois, but if thev aie, 

thill bung so has no coiiiiettion with then con- 
suming hemp 

")" I bale' ne\(r hnnwti a ca'O 111 uhiih crime 
of any 'ort could be traced to indulnencc in hemp 
I Iwo consulted del en of the other inagisti ites 
ot this disti let one of them s lys be has Unown 
of i man’s cutting off his n ife’s nose undei the 
influence of hemp which he bad been smobing, he 
odds that he ttiinks consumption of liemp is 
not cuflioieiit to induce a man to commit a crime 
of violonco without pro\ocation The other 
magistintes lepoit that the) liave neiei known 
ca es in which crimes weie the result <>t iiidnl- 
gence in liemp One magistrate leports that 
iiemp prodiuc-. ineon'-idcratene-s, t e , carelessness 
of consequences If this is the case (and it 
SI ems plausible) a man raigl t commit crimes of 
V'o’ence more leadilv when under the influence 
of hemp, although the hemp did not duectly pio- 
voke to violeiico. Tins would, for instance, ac- 
ciuiut foi a man’s cutting off his wife’s nose 
when under the influence of hemp, but in con- 
sequinco of infidelity or supposed infidelity on 
the put of the wife when possibly had the 
man not been taking hemp he would have been 
equally anMous to cut off his wife’s nose, but 
would liive ton mi eh been afr lid if the coiise- 
qninces to bim«el£ to do so The =ame effect 
miglit, ot coiir«e, be produced by in’iulgeneo m 
liquor, iiid it cmnnt be said that indulgence 
111 lump, because it is (if it is) capable <if pro- 
dniiiig this olleot, incites to ciimes of violence 
As fir, therefore, as my own expeuence goes, 
ind ns fai as the opimnn of eleven of the othei 
magistmtes of tin-, dietnot goes there is nothing 
to ebow tli it indulgence in hemp incites to ciinie 

Of course 1 hive beaid of cases m winch lun- 
ning iiiiuck. has been snd to be duo to indulgence 
in hemp , tbe-e easee, however, as far as I remem- 
lier liiiie occuned in the north of Indii, and 
I know nothing pei-onally about them Here, 


again it would be a qnention, supposing that the 
running amuck w'ould not have tikeii place but for 
indulgence in lump, “did such indulgence ac- 
tuilly cause a desne to be violent, oi was the 
dtsne to be violent piesent befoie, and did indul- 
gence in hemp meielv cause carelessness of con- 
sequences f ” Cases of violence, the result i f 
lunacy produced bv indulgence in hemp, do not, 

I piesume, come witliin the scope of the question. 

5k Of eleven magistrates whom I have con- 
sulted, one s ijs “ licentious peisons do take them 
(hemp diugs) to enhance * r- iii pleasuie 
they hope they deiue fiom their viee, or per- 
haps moie coirectiy to drive away anj' compunc- 
tions of conscience***’' If such peisons are 
thwarted*** hemp drugs consumed indirectly 
help them to commit some act of violence ’* 
'1 his IS the sime magistrate who says hemp pro- 
duces ineonsideiateness Neither I nor any ot 
the eleven magistiates I have consulted liave- 
ever k.iowii ot a man taking hemp in older to. 
fortif) himself to commit crime 

55 I have no personal knowledge as to- 
whether indulgence iii hemp can pioduce complete 
stiipef lotion 01 not The opinions of the eleven 
migistrales in this distnct whom I have con- 
sulted differ Some sa) it can, some it cannot , 
some that it can in an unaccustomed subject 
One says “one of my fnends once thought ot 
dnukiDg ghota (afoim of bhang) He took it 
ra excess, and ns a consequence he fell to the gionnd' 
completely senseless foi some hours ” This is 
conclusive as regiids the po-sibility of a mam 
not icoustomed to it being stupefied bj drinking 
ghota, whether ganja smoking would completely 
etupety IS probahlv more doubtful I liave nevei 
come aoioss a case in which cummals have 
stupefied then victims by means of any foim of 
hemp Some of the mngstiates consulted, 
report that majum (a sweatmeat pripued fionl 
the hemp) is given by ciimiu.ils to stupefy their 
victims, some that majura mmd with dhatiiia 
18 given, I im inclined to tinnk that majum. 
wheu used in this way has dlialuia mixed witln 
it, or at all events is not a juepaiation of licmp' 
uii milled 


16, Evidence of Mk H 17 Bagnell, Assistant Magisti ale, JPoona 


51 Bad character? may he said generally to he 
habitual moderate consumers of these diugs 
iccordiiig to their means Tiio modecato use h is 
no markeil connection with crime, eithei of 
general or particular character, except perhaps 
with thieving Consumers of these drugs are now 
and then diiven to theft to satisfy their craving 
for them 

'2 Fxcesuve nse eventuall) makes the con- 
siimir go mad But Ido not consider that as a 
rule itcxiitis to crime in general or to crime of 
a spec il character wub tlio ahoveinentioued lare 
excejition 

^ 5j Ej.cjseive indulgence IS said to deter rather 
than to II cite to unpremedit itcd crime, violent 
or otherwise, the consumer in excess becomes 
stupid an 1 iractive so as to lose all his energy 
I am not aware of a s ngl, case i.i which it has 
led to temporary homicidal frenzj 


5k Criminals do not use these drugs to foi tify- 
themselves to commit a premeditated act o£ i 
Yiolence or crime These drugs have a stupefy- 
ing effect, rendering a man almost helpless 

55 These dings are said to be administered by 
cnuiiuals to their victims with the ob-jcct of 
stupof)ing them, to facilitate theft or deeepbon 
of any kind Opinions diffei as to the chaiacter 
of stupotaction caused The majority consulted 
slate that complete stupefaction can be caused 
without admixtiiie, otlicrs believe that to a per- 
son unaccustomed to tlie use of such drags only 
can such stupefaction be caused without the aid 
of other drng^ All agree that suflicicnt stupe- 
faction for the ahove-mentioued purposes can. lie 
effected without admixturt, while one opinion 
deilares that for complete stupefaction some ad- 
mixture IS needed 
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1 Ilia\e hnd few oppoitumfaes, hemp dniffs 
being used to n ‘ilight extent only jn Khindesh 
I have litely, however, » fl , Brace the receipt of 
these qupstioiiB, been ranking enquiues from 
persons likely to bo ncqnnrated with the matter, 
nr, consumers, sellers, and Abkari Inspectors 
I have also obtained information from the Civil 
Surgeon of Dliulia Mj answ'crs aio chieflv the 
risult o( information derived from others rather 
than the lesulfs of m\ own observation 

2 'I here is no chains in Khandesh Flat 
ganja and bhang are used here 

These definitions may ho accepted for flat ganja 
and blmno: Ganja and bhang are the names 
given to these products in Khandesh 

8 A few, but verv few, hemp plants grow spon- 
taneously in the Dangs, which are under the 
Khandesh Political Agency 1 know of no dis- 
tricts in which they are abundant 

5 I am unable to say. 

6 In the Dangs the growth is scatteied, there 
being hardly any plants it all 

7 Hemp plants arc cultivated in the Jalgaon 
taluka of Kh indcsh, for the production of ganja 
and for use as bhang, thev are not cultivated for 
the production of oliaras or for the sake of the 
fibre or seed The cultivation is only carried on 
to a small extent 

9. I have no knowledge on this subject, never 
having seen the plant 

1(1 They do not form a special class They are 
of the same classes as other agrioulUiral culti- 
vators ' 

12 No , this IS not the case here, 

13 The cultivation of the hemp jdant for 
ganj V IS not restricted to any particul ii part of 
Khandesh, ilthough it so hapjienb that cultiva- 
tion only fciko-. place in one kdiika, i is , Jalgaon. 

14 Ganja and bhang are prepared in the 
Jalgaon taluka, but to a small extent only 

18 Ganja and bhang both detcrioiate by keep- 
ing Both will keep fairly good foi about tw'o or 
three years There appens to be no means of 
jireveniing lapid deterioration after about three 
years Detenoration, however, begins to set in 
after one year 

19 Ganja is used only for smoking, it is 
smoked out of a ch ilium togelhci with tobacco, 
the tfbncco bung put on the top 

20 Ganja smoking is not confined to any parti- 
culai class, althongii fakiis and gosains smoke 
more than any othei class Bhils smot o a little, 
but not much There appears to he no differonce 
between Hindus and Miisahnaus as regards the 
extent to which ganja is smoked Ganja smok- 
ing is not coiihned to any paiticular pirt of the 
disfnet 

21 Flat ganja is the only form of ganja used 
ill Khandesh 

22 To the best of my belief to cliaras is used 
here 

23 Yes, occasionally', but very seldom Pei- 
sons addicted to the h ibit of sinokmg ganja will, 
if ganja is not procurable, smoko bhang Biiang, 
when smoked, is smoked without tobacco being 
mixed in it It is smoke'd in the form of a cigar- 
ette, or native “ bidi ’’ 
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24 Bhang is seldom eaten, it is genet all v 
drunk Fakirs, b iir igis, and gosains both cat md 
drink it moie tnan other clashes do Othei Mussal- 
mans occasionally, but rarely, eat it, fiied with 
meat The pi ictioe is not confined' to any paiti- 
ciilai locality 

25 As fat as I have been able to ascertain, the 
use is much the same as hitherto There appears 
to bo no increase or decrease 

27 The broad distinchon between tbe use of 
ganja and bhang is that tbe formei is chiefly con- 
fined to the poorer and lower classes of society 
Fakirs, bairagis, and gosains may be classed as 
habitual consumers, the majority of thorn are 
habitual excessive consumers Want ol regular 
employment, want of settled homos, want of 
tegular food are the principal causes which lead 
to the nso of the drugs. 

28. {a) Fiom half to two tolas, i e,, six pies to 
two annas pei diem for ganja 

(J) About SIX tolas, 1 s , SIX annas or moie per 
diem for ganja 

I do not refer to hliang, as bhang is used heie 
to a much less extent than ganja, and I have little 
Imowlcdge about it 

29 AVith ganja, tobaceo is ordmaiily mixed 
with a V lew to sottemng the effect lYith bhang, 
popper and sugar are oidmarily mixed With 
ganja, dhatura is exceptionally mixed with a view 
to increasing the intoxicating effect Peisons 
who have been accustomed to the 11*0 of cliaras or 
opium are s.iid to mix dhatura with their ganja 
From bhang, three other prepniations are made^ 
VIZ , akhoti, majum, and gota Akhoti is made by 
mixing one pan of butter with two paits of 
bhang, adding a quantity of water and boiling the 
whole tor '=overnl days The result is a pink flat 
product, not unlike cocoanut rock to look at 
Majum IS made by mixing bhang and white 
sugar and boiling them m water 'J'he lesult 
looks like chocolate Gofa is made by mixing 
bhang with almonds, black peppei, aniseed, milk, 
sugar and other spices I know of no special 
jireparation which is sold ready made foi the pur- 
po‘e of being mixed with those drugs, but ^the 
use of gnta is not uncommon , gota is prepaied 
by the imrchasers of tiic bhang 

30 Among tho upper classes, such as Brahmins, 
these diugs, when consumed at all, are generally 
consumed in solitude The largest class of con- 
sumers, however, le, fakirs, gosains, etc,gen- 
eially consume them in company Ganja is 
moie likely to ho consumed m solitude than 
bhang The use is chiefly confined to the male 
sex and to men well on in years Women, how- 
ever, at times take akhoti 01 1 men take al hoti 
mid raajnm Cliildien seldom, if evei, smoke 
ganja, they frequently take bhang m the foim 
of gota 

3! The habit appears to he easily formed and 
to be diffioult to break off Thcie is a tendency' 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive The habit of taking ganja is more easily 
formed than that of taking bhang 

32 Tho practice of drinking bhang in the form 

of gota is fairly common m the hot season The 
dnnkis said to be refreshing and to have a coolino- 
etteet ” 

33 Tlieio IS little opinion one -vaj 01 another 
among the public concerning tho use of these 
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drugs. On the whole public opinion may be said 
to be against tho use of ganja, on account of its 
into'cicating effects There is no custom of wor- 
shipping the hemp plant 

Si It would bo a very senous piivation to 
fakirs, gosains and similar classes, on account of 
then being accustomed to tlie constant use of the 
drugs The number of persons to whom the pii- 
vation would be serious would probably not exceed 
at the most 1,000 in the whole of Khandesh 

35 It would be difficult to enforce such a 
prohibition There would undoubtedly bo illicit 
consumption Illicit cultivation of tho hemp 
•nould be easy to check, but smuggling would 
increase There would undoubtedly be serious 
discontent among the eonsumors, but it would not, 
in Khandesh, amount to a political danger The 
prohibition would probably be follonod by a slight 
luciease in the consumptior of liquoi and by a 
decided increase in the use of tobacco 

38 I am only acquainted with flat ganya 

89 Smoking ganya is said to bo less injurious 
than eating mayura, unless tbe latter is only 
taken in very small quantities Mayum alien 
taken in large quantities has an instantaneous and 
powerfully intosieating effeot 

40 Ganya is sometimes used by natnc doctors 
as a febrifuge and sedative in cases of fcior and 
asthma It is also occasionally used for poultices 
and also nsod for the purpose of relieving pain 
when performing operations It is also used by 
them to check diarrhoea Bhang is nsod for cattle 
when they are out of condition and off tlicir feed , 
it has tho effect of stimulating tlim appetite 
It IS also given to horses for tho same purpose 

41 Tho answer to (a), (^), and (c) is yes, as 
regards tho moderate use of bhang The moder- 
ate habitual use is referred to 

42 Tho moderate use of bhang may ho said to 
be harmless, but the use must be very moderate 

48 Yes, as far as I have been able to ascor- 
tain 

44 The immediate effeot of the moderate use 
of bhang on the habitual consuraci is refreshing 
and invigoiating The effect of ganya is to 
produce a ieehng, which, is said to bo pleasant, of 
laziness and abseaoe of care. Both bhang and 
ganya will produce intoxication, if the uso of thorn 
IS excessive The moderate use of bhang allays 
hunger and creates appetite Tho effeot of g mja 
lasts for 2 01 3 hours , that of bhang lasts some- 
what longer, depending of course on tho quantity 
consumed, excessiv e use of bhang may create an 
intoxicating effect which will last for two or three 
days Mayum and akhoti if taken in modorntion 
do not have an effect until about two hours after 
consumption , the effeot then lasts for three or four 
hours. Tbe want of subsequent gratification in the 
case of habitual consumers produces longing and 
uneasiness and produces a feeling of bodily weak- 
ness Ganya is at times smoked in casCjM illness, 
to relieve pain 

45 Tile habitual moderate uso of bhang does 
not produce any of tbe first five evil effects re- 
ferred to in the question , but tho habitual moder- 
ate use of ganya produces them all Such a use 
of ganya may produce insanity, which is likely to 
be permanent unless tbe use of the drug is given 
up, when there is a chance of tbe patient reeo- 
veiing In the case of a temporary maniac the 
sv mptoms may be lemduced by the use of tbe drug 
aftei liberation from restraint Insanes who have 
no leoorded ganya history do at times confess to 
tbe use of tbe diug. 


46 The excessive uso of ganya, mayum or 
akhoti will have tbe same effects as arc icf erred 
to above, but in an aggravated form PorBOns 
who smoke, as some few do, as mncli ns 20 tolas 
of ganya per diem rapidly succumb to its effects 

47 Tho habitual moderate uso is not heredi- 
tary and does not in any way affect the children 
of tho consumer 

49 All thc=e drugs, but especially ganya and 
mnyura, nro used as aphrodisincs liiev arc also 
used by prostitutes Tho use of these drugs docs 
tend to produce impotence, and in so far that it 
has this effect it is more injurious than v.hen used 
merely as a narcotic 

51 Bad cliaractors in so far that they ore often 
persons with no hxed homes, or no regular means 
of cinploymont, nro frequently habitu.il modeiato 
smokers of ganya In my oxpencnco tho uso of 
tbe drug has no other connection with crime 

63 Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
or other preparations is apt to lead to unpremedi- 
tated crime A man intoxicated by such indul- 
gence will lose Ins self control and bo likely to do 
any net that occurs to him v~ithout considering 
whether it be good or bad I know of no csi'O in 
whioli it has led to temporary homicidal frenzy 

66 The admixture of tobacco with ganya lessens 
the intoxicating effoel Tho ndmixtiiro of dha- 
tiira increases it Gota,'which I liavo referred to 
m my answer to question 29, is much mildOr than 
mere bhang Mayum is decidedly stronger 

68 I am acquainted with the present system 
of excise administration in regard to these drugs 
and consider (hat on (ho whole it works well 
There aro however two points in which I think 
there is perhaps room for improvement («co nnsw ers 
to questions 59 and 60) 

59 At present a man is allowed to have in his 
possession 40 tolas of bhang or ganya Possession 
of bhang or ganya m excess of this quantity is an 
offenco I think 16 or 20 tolas ought to be the 
limit Even with this amount a man can render 
himself and 3 oi 4 other people intoxicated to such 
an extent ns to lose all self-control Forty tolas 
IS 111 my opinion too high It is impossible to cut 
the limit down vciy low, because doing so vvoiild 
necessitate increaBiug the number of licensed shops 
in order not to put habitual consumers to great 
inconvenience, and an increase in the number of 
shops would tend to cause an increase m tUo 
number of persons consuming tbe drugs 

69 I am told that the cultivators storing as 
they do tbeir pioduco in tbeir own houses and 
selling it to tho contractor, frequently sell tbe 
drugs retail, wliioli they aro not allowed to do It 
has been suggested to me that the drug should, 
when prepared, be at once taken charge of by 
Government officers, BO as to prevent this", illicit 
retail sale As I am, however, not personally ac- 
quainted with the system of cultivation and 
manufacture, I am not in a position to express 
any very decided opinion on this point If any 
actioil IS to be taken in this direction an nmend- 
ment in the law would appear to boroquiied 

62 Bhang is on tbe same footing ns ganya in 

this respect • 

63 No The present system works well and 
beyond tho point raised in ray answer to question 
59 I can suggest no improvement. 

64 No 1 ho present system works well 

65 Ganya and bhang are not taxed separately 
in Klnndesb. Tlio right of selling those is farmed 
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out for a lump sum No fee is cliaiged for pei* 
mission to cultivate 

66 Only flat ganja is used m Khandesh 

67 The present system appears unob 3 ectional)le 
68. Theie are no such houses or shops and I do 

not thmL that theie ought to be 

69 The people aie consulted and I think lightly 
Inquuies are made by Government officers and the 
geneial feeling on the subject is thus aseertained. 


] 70 I do not think that these drugs are 

smuggled to a large extent Smuggling to a 
small extent £oi the personal consumption of the 
smuggler no doubt takes place and is hard to stop. 
The &imer or contractor has to pay a lump sum 
to Government for his contiact He recovers 
the money from the purchasers of the drags, a 
tax on which must therefoie be considered to be 
really paid by the consumeis 
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51 In discussing this question I have to divide 
bad characters into the following classes — 

(fl) Dacoits and robbers , 

[b) Habitual thieves, who commit petty 
thefts , 

(c) Gamblers j 

(if) Pickpockets , and 

(e) Idlers with no ostensible means of living, 
of whom not a few aie persons going 
about in the characteis of fakiis and 
bairagis 

Of the above, persons in class (a) are larely 
found to indulge to any degree in gnnja or any 
other preparation of the hemp, as their calling 
requires them to be always active and rove about 
in search of prey, caiefully deluding the eye of 
the Police and the public Ganja and all other 
uumixed preparations of hemp never help persons 
addicted to them in doing deeds of daring and 
keeping active vigils The effect of ganja smok- 
ing, which IS the form in which it is generally 
used in the Deccan and Konkan, is to confine the 
energies of those addicted to them to the parti- 
cular calling in which they are engaged, but in a 
subdued state Those who aie most accustomed 
to it are found to be emaciated and care-worn 
and scai'ccly capable of any active duty Preven 
lion of cold and protection against infectious dis- 
eases are the good qualities supposed to underlie 
the use of the drug, while affections of the lungs 
and gradual loss ol blood and eneigy are the evil 
results of its use Those who use ganja can be 
made out at a glance by the boggard and care- 
worn appearance and sunken eyes Phong used 
in the form of *'gota,"t e, a pieparation in 
which bhang is first cleansed and well mixed with 
water and pounded and afterwards mixed with 
milk, is used mostly by the richer classes, and is 
supposed to be a nutiitive preparation, but not 
possessing the intoxicating quality like ganjo 
More than 90 per cent lace-makeis of the Deccan 
are habituated to the use of ganja, though they 
are a most peace-abiding class. Then profession 
IS such that it calls for the use of some stimulant 
confining their energies to their calling. Under 
the influence of that drug thej work most elabo- 
rately and turn out a quality of work which other- 
wise they should not be certainly able to do 
In Sanskrit this hemp is termed “Dnyanvalh” 
and “ShambhavU' in that it is supposed to 
confine the attention of the individuals using it 
to the particular subject on which one begins to 
think before subjecting oneself to its influence, 
and the jogis and the really genuine class of 
bmagis never stop at a place where they are 
apprised of the fact that ganja is not sold there 
Above and Ixiyond this, it does not eneigize a 
mm, on the otbei hand, it has a tendency to 
oome in the way of the devices of the lobbeis and 
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dacoits in course of their daring and mischievous 
deeds Mangs, Kamwansbis, Talwais, Kolis, fsluls 
and other aborigines, who foim the greater number 
of dacoits, nevei use ganja oi other diugs in which 
that article enters as an ingredient In my 
expenence of the Deccan distiiots, I have nevei 
come across a case of dacoity, robbery or any othei 
heinous ofience committed by persons under the 
influence of that drug 

As for class (i), criminal leeoids of eithei Deccan 
or Konkan will not reveal any cases of thefts oi 
of oidinaiy violence committed while undei the 
influence of geuja, though as fai as my enquiries 
and piivate information go, a good many petty 
thefts are committed by persons who aie moderate 
consumers of ganja I must qualify my reroaik, 
however, by saying that rathei than nndei the 
influence of the drug, such thefts are committed 
in furtherance of the vice by persons who cannot 
otherwise obtain the means of procuring that 
drug 

(c) Under this class are found good many 
persons addicted to ganja’smoking, in that it helps 
them in keeping vigils and drown the cares and 
anxiety caused by heavy losses, which is the general 
lot of the class It makes them persist in the 
phy m the fond hope of making np then losses 

(d) Pickpockets may be classed with persons 
desenbed in class (J), and the remaiks passed with 
regaid to them apply also to this class 

(e) A greater portion of fakiis and bairagis are 
so only in name and are habitually given up to 
the cousumption of ganja They go about from 
house to house even in the smallest out-of-the-way 
villages and, carefully obtaining clue to the pro- 
peity in the house which they visit, remove it at 
convenient liours of day or night, sometimes 
they go in batches with families who conceal the 
illicit acquisitions of the males in “godhadis^' 
and othei wearing appaiel These people often 
make preparations of tbe drugs and slily use them 
in deceiving then innocent and ignorant compa- 
nions (pilgiims) in travelling I shall touch in 
detail this point in replying to question 55 

Excepting in the shape described above, ganja, 
bhang or charas moderately used never tends to 
the commission of any crime of a general or any 
special churactei 

52 Excessive use of these drugs utterly rendeis 
a man useless for any human purposes, so that 
Clime committed under such influence need not be 
even dreamt about Among bad characters in- 
stances aie found of such persons as excessively 
use the drug in class (e) only, and they are entirely 
doomed Most of their time is taken up in dozing 
and coughing away the effects They are raiely 
of any use in domestic or public conceins, and 
they aie a ‘class utterly despised Emasculation 
and emaciation are the very necessary results of 
the excessive use of ganja in all forms 
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53 Unpiemeditated ciimes, violeufc oi otheiwise, 
are lu my opinion incapable of being' cominitfed 
by peisons given up to excessive indulgence in 
these diugs I have nevei known an instance of 
a muidei committed by a person whose temper 
was excited by the use of ganja or bhang Jtor 
the hemp does not deprive a man totally of his 
senses, and so much of sensibility is left in him as 
to make him distinguish between a good and a 
had act Duiing my seiTice as Assistant Col- 
lector 111 the districts of the Deceau and Gujarat, 
ind latterly in Konkan, I nevei came across a 
single mstince of muider committed under its 
influence It muideis aie at all committed by a 
person after smoking gaii 3 a, I c lunot believe it 
may be considered to be in any way influenced by 
its use 

54 No I have given reasons in detail to show 
how the hemp does not fortify a man to do any 
acti\ e deed It is merely a passive agent for 
keeping up spirits and confining a man’s eneigies 
to any woik in a limited gioove to which one is 
accustomed Foi w hen one is habituated to the 
use of ganja or bhang, the ordin iry loutine 
business of even the oidinaiily employed is at a 
stop without it Criminality IS ceitamly bciond 
the pale of oidinar} loutme, however habitual an 
offence may become, and the tact and astuteness 


that are requiied to be exercised bv the criminal 
cannot be mustered by tue use of tbooe drugs 
55 Gania and bhang in their pnie state are 
not geneially emploved bv criminals in inducing 
their victims to pai take of them to fuitbei their 
ciiminal designs Ganja is sometimes used wheie 
the victims happen to be tobacco-smol ers, a little 
strong powder being adulterated •with tobacco 
while being placed iii the pipe To those who do 
not smoke the criminals administer bhang in the 
shape of pieparations called "majura,” a sweet- 
meat prepaiation, pleasant enough to eat , But 
neithei of these drugs is suflicieiit to deprive the 
victims completely of then sense®, but onlj to an 
extent sufficient to make them powerle-s to lesist 
It IS only in extreme cases that I have heaid of 
instances of some of the spurious baiiagis using 
bhang admixtured in dhatui-a foi inducing cotr- 
plete unconsciousness with the object latteily of 
committing serious crimes, as murdei, etc The 
victims happen to belong generally to illiterate 
classes oi women and childien The higher classes 
ire not generally induced to partake of such pre- 
paratious, and the instances are few or none in 
which any intelligent person suffered himself to 
become a victim of such peisons Complete stupe- 
faction by the use of these drugs unadulterated 
with dhatina or opium is impossible 
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1 My service extends over a period of 41 years, 
dming which time I have seived in Bombay, 
Sind, Dhaiwar, Tham, Nasik and Poona The 
nature of my work has biought me in contact 
with men of many races and castes My informa- 
tion regal ding hemp drugs, the manufacture of 
narcotics therefrom, and their uses has been chiefly 
derived fiom persons from many classes selected 
and examined by me and fiom such general know- 
ledge of the subject as I have acqniied while m 
Sind, the Southern Mahratta conntiy and the 
Deccan I have taken caie to verify the infoima- 
tion I have collected bv reference to official records 
and by careful examination of many men, such 
as bairagis, gosains, fakirs and others whose state- 
ments I have ■taken down iii writing 

2 The definitions given by Dr Pram in his 
report of the two narcotrc dings (chaias and 
ganja) may be accepted Bhang as defined by 
him IS not available in the district, and what is 
descnbed as “ chnr ” is called bhang The differ- 
ent names of bhang mentioned by him are well 
understood in this part of the Deccan, but those 
that are commonly used aie bhang and patti 
The names snhji and siddhi are rarely used Ot 
the tbiee varieties of ganja only two are known — the 
‘‘ flat ganja ” and the “ chur ” of flat ganja Round 
ganja is not known in this district I have not 
lound what round ganja is like, or how it is pre- 
paied Ganja is thus known as flat ganja and 
‘‘ chni ’’ 01 hioken ganja also c illed bhang Bhang 
retains its name, and is also known by the name 
“ patti ■” Charas retains its name and has no other 
name 

^ 3, 4, 5 and C I am not aware that in any part 
of the Deccan the hemp plant grows spontaneous- 
ly , at any rate in no tract in this part of the 
Deccan, as fai as I can learn, is wild hemp growth 
known From enquiries made 1 do not find that 
xvild hemp is at all known, at any rate in this 
district I have thus no data on which I can 
base lephes to questions 3 to 6 The mamlatdai 


ot Newasa in the Ahmednagai Collectorate, how- 
ever, icports that the plant seldom grows spon- 
taneous’y in bis taluka 

7 In parts oi the Poona, Thana, Dharwar and 
Naaik distiicts the hemp plant is cultivated more 
or less In paits of the Ahmednagar, Kliandtsh 
and Sholapur districts it is stated the plant is 
giown laigely, especially in Ahmednagar The 
purposes for which it is cultivated aie as undei— 
For the production of ganja. 

For the production of bhang 

For charas, cultivation of hemp is not found 
to be lesorted to, although while cutting the 
flowered tops and leaves a ie:>inoiis exudation 
attaches to the hands, which is sciaped off and col- 
lected in pills This is called the charas Theie 
IS no cultivation for the purposes of extiacting 
charas in any part of this country As far as I 
can nsceitain, charas is imported into Bombay 
fiom Upper India and Afghanistan Hemp is 
cultivated from seeds only In one village 
(Knmargaon) of the Ahmednigai taluka, it is said 
the plant is cultivated for seed onlv It is not, 
as far as can be asceitained, a fihre-yieldmg plant 

There is no separate cultivation of the plant 
for each of the products ganja and bhang. One 
single cultivation yields both ganja and bhang 
and charas also to i very small extent Sti ictly 
speaking, there is no cultivation, so to say, ot the 
plant for the purpose of bhang Bhang pioper is 
not produced in this conntiy The plant which 
jields, it IS said, is not the female plant as cultivat- 
ed in this part ol the country, hut the male 
plant called hhangaia, which is laigely cultiiatcd 
in Noithem India and w hich j lelds the genuine 
bhang 'J he bluing which is sold is the “ patti 
and “ chur ” detached from ganja flowers and 
leaxe® The female plant yields ganja, which con- 
sists of dried flowering tops, and also bhang, which 
consists of dried “ patti ” and other detached por- 
tions from the floweung tops and leaves Bhang- 
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piopcr IS rarelj impoited into tins pait of India, as 
its place IS supplied bv tlie dried lea\eso£ tbe female 
plant The hemp plant as cultivated yields at one 
and the sime time both ganja and the so called 
bhang 

In this distiiot hemp is cultivated in a few 
villages of the Sirur, Indapur, and Bhimthan 
talukas, in all nine villages The aiea undei 
cultivation is about ten icres only From 
1S7S-74 to lb82-83 statistics are not nv ailable , in 
1883-84 the niea under cultivation was 24 acies, 
10 and 10 acres in two sncceeding yeais, 35 and 
30 acres in I88fi-87 and 1887 88, and 16 to 17 
acres foi the three succeeding veais respectively 
The area nndei cultivation was highest in 1886-87 
and lowest in 1889-90 On the whole, the culti- 
vation would appear to be on the decline 

8 In the Poona district the area under culti- 
vation has been decreasing fiom 1887-88 The 
reason assigned being that cultivators do not 
find it more profitable than ordinarv agriculture 
The area under cultivation is so small that the 
vaiiations do not call for comment The cultiva- 
tion of hemp appears not to' he popular with the 
agriculturists in tins district The demands of 
the dislnct being easily met by imporbitions 
from the nughbounng distiict of Ahmcdnngai 
may also account for the decrease of local produc- 
tion 

r 

9 The method followed in cultivating the 
hemp plant may be dcsciihed hriefij as under 

There is no difiTicuUj felt in the selection of 
land Any sod is suited, except ‘'murnm”and 
haid sod Black sod is however the best, al- 
though HI man) cases the whdish-^rov as well as 
red sod IS used All bagait lands aio well suited 
for the cultivation of the hemp plant The sites 
selected are generally moist, not shaded. The 
land IS ploughed well three or four times The 
first ploughing tal es place in llic months of April 
and Mav, when ordinaril) agncidtural lands are 
prepared Tlie sod is thus well prepared by two 
to three courses of ploughing Tlie rams are await- 
ed In June when the land is once or twice 
flooded. It IE again ploughed and harrowed It is 
then manured with cow-dung and rubbish, also 
with ashes in some cases Afttr another fall of 
ram, the land i‘- once more harrowed and the sod 
is then quite icady to receive the seed About 
the close of Jnnt the seed is sown, which appears 
well within a week The plants arc then thinned 
if thev come up too cIoslIj and arc kept carefully 
weeded. If the rams are seasonable, no watering 
16 rcqmicd, otbcrwise one or two wntcr.ngs are 
given M ben tiio plant grows a little over a foot 
high, the lower twigs are cut off so as to Bivoui 
a more healthy growth of the tops and flowers 
Experts called " parkin aio then employed to 
distinguish between the male and female plants 
in order to eradicate the former, as their presence 
ID the field fecundates the female jilants and causes 
them to run into seed, producing little or no 
gauja This process over, weeding if ncceesaiy 
is repeated The female plants mature towaids 
the close of Movcmhui when hnnesting com- 
mences, the process of which is deseubed under 
question 15 

10 My enqumes do not show that persons 
who cuUivate hemp for its narcotic properties form 
a special class They are oidinary agricultural 
cultivators 

n Ko Gania plants are not raised from the 
seed oi the wild nemp Wild hemp is not known 
in this distnet Seed for ganja cultivation is 


obtained fiom Ahmednagar, where seed is pur- 
chased ' 

12 The ganja plant is laised fiom seeds ob- 
tained as above stated The plant so laisod in 
no way part ikes of the nature of wild hemp The 
seed plant is not grown foi the pmpose of ganja, 
but for seed only In this distiict the seed plant 
IS not grown, but iii Ahmednagar it is, and I 
undeistand in this case the male plant is not ex- 
tirpated, as otherwise it would not he possible to 
impiegnate the female plant for the pmpose of 
seed 

18 The cultivation of the hemp plant for gania 
is not restricted in this district, although only 
111 three of eight talukas the cultivation ooeuis 
The Mawol taluka and the western parts of the 
Haveli, Jtinner and Khed talukas are nnsuited 
foi the cultivation of the plant owing to the 
heavy lainfall and the hard muram soil in those 
areas , lands situated in or adjoining the ghats 
whoie the lainfall is heavy do not appear to be 
suitable for hemp cultivation , the plant is said 
to thnvc in a whitish brown soil in Newasa, 
Ahmednagar Collectorate, as stated by the mara- 
laldar I am unable to say if the cultivation of 
the plant IS impossible m any part of the district, 
but it would appear that heavy rainfall, a damp 
climate, and hilly tracts are not favouiablo to the 
growth of the plant. 

Id' My replv to question 7 shows that in this 
district the cnltivation of the hemp plant is 
limited to about 17 acres The products of the 
phut ore comparative!) small The )ield is 
about 153 inaunds of ganja and as much of bhang 
No reliable statistics are available on this head, and 
I have not been able as yet to obtain trustwoitby 
infoimation regarding the average annual out- 
turn of each of the two products of bhang and 
ganja during past years, but fiom enquiries made 
locally I learn an acre gives au av erage yield of 9 
mannds of each of the tw o products The out- 
turn of ganja and of bhang may in this district 
therefore he taken at 9 mnunds per acre Thu 
duigs art locally manufacturea in the villages of 
Indapur, Bhimtliai i, Sirur and in Haveh taluka 
in tins district Charas is not found to be 
manulaetured m this district 

15 The wild plant is not found in this 
district, nor is it obtained for tne purpose of 
manufacturing drugs theiefrom The cultivated 
plant Old) is available As slated in replies to 
previous questions, ganja and bhang in this 
province are piodueed tiom one and the same 
plant The flowering tops supply ganja, and the 
’caves and icsidue of the flowers, bhang 

When the seed is sown in June, it matures in 
the month of N ovember, about the Eewah holi- 
days Thu state of maturity is indicated by a 
brownish appearance of the crop and falling 
down of nil the larger leaves. The cultivator 
then makes his airangeraents for leaping the 
ciop and prepaiing the drug, a piece of ground is 
prepared and cleared of stubble and glass and 
made quite even Tbe ordinary tin eshing ground . 
(Kbale) serves the purpose The ground being 
prepared, the crop is taken up generally in the 
morning The flower tops are cut with a scythe, 
the leaves are pulled off by hand The crop 
collected is stacked in tins threshing giound and is 
trodden over in the afternoon , as evening sets in 
the operation of treading is suspended, leaving 
the stalks and flowcis, etc, on the giound for 
exposure to the dew. On the following day the 
pn cess of treading is resumed until the quantity 
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so trodden on becomes flat, wJien a second la) ei 
o£ flowering tops and leaves is ^ 

pressed and trampled on, a third and fourth layer 
IS formed until the mass rises a foot high The 
treadmr» is reqnued in oider to produce flat 
6heaves° of ganja, which is easily accomplished by 
the resinous secretion which the plant and its 
flowers contain The exudation so produced 
adheres to the crushed leaves and flowers and pro- 
duces a mass Tins process is repeated foi thiee 
or four consecutive da)s, by -which time the pro 
duct o-ets dry The small twigs are thrown away, 
ganja”is collected, the bioken leaves and residue 
of the gan 3 a is also separately collected Seed if 
any is picked up and stored, ganja thus made is 
then packed in bales, the broken leaves and the 
small bits detached fiom ganja in the piocess of 
manufacture are sepaiatel) packed, and supply 
what IS known as bhaiig lu this part of ludia^ 
This pfeparotion should be regarded ns " chui ’’ 
(bioken ganja), but m this part of India it is sold 
as bhang The cutting is usually done by women 
and the trampling by men The women work 
from 7 to 1 1 A M , the men from 1 to 6 p m , with 
several intermissions 


Both gan 3 a and “ ehur” are used for smoking 
The latter however rarely Chur ” or " bhang ” 
IB mostly used for drinking , gan 3 a is also used 
for preparing some of the narcotic preparations 
usually used for eating The methods folio wed 
in preparing each of the preparations for smoking 
and eating and drinking are as described below — 


1. Ganja foi smoking 


The process of preparing this drug for smoking 
IS to take 2 oi 3 flat tops and wash them with 
witer several times so as to remove any dirt, 
stalks and seeds and other foreign matter The 
moisture is then piessed out, an equal quantity of 
tobacco is added to the ganja thus washed, and 
■jho whole mixture is put into a‘'chillura" or 
"huka^’ bowl and is smoked' 


2 Ganja for eating is used m four preparations, 
lur — 


(1) Majum, (2) yakuti, (3) shrikhaud, (4) 
gulkhaiid, which are made as under — 

Take fiie sera of ganja and wash it throe or four 
times so as to remove dirt, seeds and stalks Put 
it into 20 seis of water with 21 sers of ghi and 
boil the mixture for 12 hours. Thus boiled with 
ghi, the latlei receives the narcotic properties of 
the gaoja The mixture thus boiled is strained 
through a thin clean cloth into a pan The resi- 
due is thrown aa ay When the gbi cools it is 
collected in a separate receptacle and the water is 
thrown away This ghi is the principal consti- 
tuent of esch of the confoelions mentioned above 

(1) To prepare majum, make a syrup of one 
sei of sugar, adding one-sixteeuth of a ser of the 
narcotised glii prepared as above , mix well while 
hot, pour the mixture into a broad-mouthed uten- 
sil, IV lieu cool it hardens and is then cut into small 
tablets This is called "majum" and is eaten 
It IS 1 favourite form of taking the drug In 
Upper ludia I learn it is made from bhang, but 
in this part of the country I have ascertained it is 
made mostly from ganja and very rarely fiom 
bhang 

(2) To prepare " gulkhand " Take one ser of 
the ordinary “gulkhand" (a confection of roses 
and sugarcandy) and add to it ont-sixteenth of a 

of the narcotized ghi, mix them well together. 
The preparation is tailed {.ulkhend, which is catta 


(8) To prepare shukhaud Take one ser of 
jagn syrup, add one-sivteeuth of the narcotized 
ghi andcaidamons 

(4) To prepare yakuti. Take one ser of sugar 
syrup and add one-sixteentli of the naiootized 
gin, flavour with cardamoms, nutmeg and mace, 
and make up into lozenges Yakuti is eaten 
No other preparations aie made from ganja in 
this part of the country 

Bhang — I have already said that bhang as 
such IS not separately giown or produced in tins 
part of India In Upper India the leaves of the 
wild plant called “ bhangara " yield bhang, the 
cultivated female plant ganja The description of 
ganja as the "agglutinated female fioweiing 
tops" may be accepted as true both here and. 
elsewhere, but the dehmtion of bhang as the 
" mature leaves of the wild - plant," however 
correct in Upper India, does not apply here, as the 
wild plant IS rare or is not known here Bhang 
as understood here does include leaves, but they 
are the leaves of the female cultivated plant 
The teim also includes what is called "ebur" m 
Upper India, which is made up of little bits of 
flowers detached from ganja " Bhang is thus 
taken to include the leaves and the bits that aie 
detached fiom the, ganja plant while under the 
process of treading on the threshing ground 
This bhang is used mostly for the purpose of 
pieparmg a dunk styled "gota," and is used by 
die poorer classes for smoking. 

Foi smoking, the process is the same as that for 
ganja smoking Gota is regarded as a' delioious 
beverage, and is prepared as under — 

Take bhang and wash it three or four times. 
Giind well on a stone slab until it is reduced to 
fine powdei Add water little by little until 'a 
green liquid is obtained Then stiain through a 
cloth Take one to two drachms of this liquid 
and mix with milk and sugar, adding cardamoms, 
peppei, aniseed, poppy seed, also almonds and 
lose buds This is held to be a very delicious and 
refieshing beverage and is usually used in 
summer 

16 Bhang is never prepared at home It is 
prepared in the field Gota, which is a drink 
made from bhang, is prepared at home But 
bhang is piepaied almost always at the place 
where the plant is grown in the field 

1 7 The preparation of hemp drugs is not confined 
to any special classes The ordinary agriculturists 
who cultivate the plant, manufacture ganja and 
bhang, and the seveial pieparations from these 
diugs are made by the vendois, who have to take 
out licenses from the Collector of the district to 
manufaptuie and sell the drugs , 

18. Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping \ 
They retain their propeities foi about a year, whe- 
ther well kept or not There is deterioration also 
by exposure It is said to bo quite unfit for use 
after two years The causes of detenoiation are 
damp and moisture, exposure to heat geneially 
If well packed and carefully piepared, ganja and 
bhang retain then properties for two years The 
measures taken against deterioration consist of 
careful keeping to prevent the drug fiom expo- 
suie to heat and damp 

19 Ganja is used for smoking as well as foi 
making up narcotic preparations, such as those 
mentioned in my reply to question 15 For 
smoking, ganja is used throughout ithe district 
and for eatable narcotic confections in Poona city 
and cantonments only In the country, majum, 
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yahiti, etc , ere raiely prepared and sold Charas 
IS not used in this distnet 

20 All classes o£ people resort to gnnja smok< 
ing But bairagis, sadhus, gosains, hakims and 
men of the mendicant class and ascetics use gan 3 a 
for smoking throughout the district SmoLing 
IS not confined to any locality . 

21 Generally ‘ flat ganya IS used for smoking 

Chur,’'’ which in this part of the country is call- 
ed bhang, is also used for smoking by the pooler 
classes 

22 Charas is not used in this district 

23 Bhang is used also, as stated above, for the 
purpose of smoking Such use is not confined to 
any locality. It is used by the power people as 
being cheaper than ganja 

24 In answering this question I must state 
that, unlike Upper India, where real bhang is 
available, ganja is used for making confections, 
such as m lyum, yakuti, etc , and the so called 
bhang is used here foi drmking The propoition 
of the people using the eatables to those who 
drmk bhang is about the same 

25 Statistics available do not show that the 
use of ganya and bhang is increasing The figures 
supplied by the farmers of the drug, and those 
obtained from official records, do not show a ten- 
dency towards any noticeable inciease in consump- 
tion. 

26 Statistics are not available, as under the 
present system of keeping accounts at shops for 
sale of intoxicating drugs, no record is kept of the 
number of persons purchasing ganya and its pie- 
parations Taking, however, the average allowance 
of ganya which an habitual moderate consumei 
requires daily, as also the quantity of ganya sold 
in the year, it appears that in the Poona distiicb 
there are 2,630 habitual moderate consumers of 
ganya and abont 130 habitual excessive consumers 
of it It is not possible to give the number for 
either occasional moderate or occasional exces- 
sive consumers of ganya It is very rare that 
ganya is smoked occasionally The relative pro- 
portion of consumers of the sweetened drugs and 
the consumers of the drink pieparations is so 
small that it would be difficult to fix the number 
of consumers of the vaiious preparat'ons of ganya 
and bhang The aveiage pioportions are noted in 
my reply to question 34 

27 I am unable to give the proportions of 
classes of peisons using the drugs All classes 
use them, but gosams, fakirs, bairagis and other 
people of the mendicant classes use the drugs os 
habitual moderate or excessive consumers Their 
habits of life and their pilgrimages lead to the 
habitual use of the drugs, especially that of ganya 
smoking and 'gota dnuking, in order to enable 
them to hear climatic changes and to endure 
fatigue. 

28 The average allowance and cost per diem of 
ganya to habitual moderate consumers and to habu 
tual excessive consumers is one and two tolas 
weight and one and two annas respectively per 
head The average daily allowance and cost of 
bhang per head is (3 and 6 mashas) 45' and 90 
grains, valued at 3. and 6 pice lespectively 

29 Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganya 
when the latter is used for smoking , and sugar, 
milk, caidamoms and mace are used' tor making 
up the beverage called ghota fiom bhang The 
narcotic preparations fiom ganya have been de- 
Ecnhed above Tile object of this admixture is to 


give a flavour to the pieparations, and also to lessen 
to some extent the narcotic properties of the pre- 
parations Dhatura is not so 'used in this part of 
the country as far as my information goes The 
bhang " massala ” consists of a conserve of black 
pepper, aniseed, almonds, cardamoms, mace, rose 
buds, sugar, etc This massala is used for making 
up yakuti and shrikhand 

30 The extent cannot be precisely stated, but 
I learn that ganya and bhang are consumed more 
in compiny than in solitude except in t;he case, of 
gosains and ascetics practising religious austerities, 
who habitually smoke ganya The consumption is 
mostly confined to the male sex The habit is 
said to he usually contracted in adult age 
"Women and children are not found to use the 
drugs Prostitutes are said, however, to use them 
occasionally 

31 ^ The habit of consuming these drugs is easily 
formed, and onBe formed, it is difficult to break 
off There is, I leain, no tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs for the moderate habit to de- 
velop into the excessive There are, however, 
cases of modeiate consumeis having developed 
into excessive consumers Theie is, however, 
nothing inherent m the drug to lead to such 
results An ordinary smol er is satisfied with two 
smokes of ganja a day, while the excessive has 
several 

82 On fast days it is usual to use the di ugs 
moie than otherwise During the Maha Shivaia- 
tra festivities which occur in the month of (Magh) 
February, bhang is much moie used The beve- 
rage called gota is drunk by all classes of men. 
The use of this drug in connection with this 
period of festivity is not regarded as essential , 
but as Maha Shivaratra is kept as the greatest fast 
day in the year, men resort to tlie beverage to 
counteract the effects of fasting, and to stimulate 
personal activity and merry-making The beve- 
rasre is, howevei, used moderately, and is not un- 
wholesome or injurious It does not lead to the 
formation of the habit, as laige numbers of people 
use the beveiage only once in the year, and do not 
think of using it again until the tollowing yeai 

33 The consumption of each of these drugs is 
regal ded differently While ganya smoking is 
looked upon as a disreputable habit, bhang drinking 
IS not so regarded. The reason appears to he that 
the formei habit is generally confined to the lower 
classes, idlers and labourers, while the latter is 
tolerated or countenanced by the better cla'ses in 
which the well-to-do indulge not infrequently in 
drinking gota As far as I can learn, the hemp 
plant IS not worshipped in this part of the countiy 
The use of mayum, yakuti, is not held m much 
disrepute 

34 It would be a serious privation to habitual 
consumers to forego the consumption of ganya 
and bhang When the habit is formed, it is 
difficult to break off The consumer will always 
long for the narcotic and he will not readily beai 
the privation The smoker must have his ganya 
and the drinking man his bhang I have not 
been able to get any reliable mformation regarding 
the number of men who use the different pre- 
parations of the hemp plant , hut from the sales 
of such of the preparations as are lecordeJ by the 
various vendors in the city and the cantonment 
of Poona, it would appear that in every hundred 
consumeis of the hemp plant naicotics, there are 
about 90 4 ganya smokeis, 2 4 mayum eaters, 1 9 
jakuti eateis and as many shiikhandand gulkand 
enters, and about 1 5 bhang drinking men The 
total number of persons using ganya and its 
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perp'iration'! mav be taben at about 2 (two) per cent 
of the popuUtion of towns and cities in this 
distiiot It IS not much used by the rural popu- 
]ation I 

15 It would not be feasible to prohibit the 
use of all the drugs Gunja and bhang are used 
by people aho do not use alcoholic stimulants 
, The depiivation b) any prohibition of the produc- 
tion or sale of thcduigs would be acutely felt bi a 
population not accustomed to use opium or alcohol 
It would ho \ cry difficult to check the use ot the 
drug, nhich is not so baneful as alcohol Any 

senous lestriotion on the production or silo would 

lead to illicit consumption, and much discontent 
among consnmeis would arise from a prohibition 
I am not piepared to say that the disiontcnt 
would amount to a political danger, but the o-y- 
ppnment is not called for with the present limited 
use of the drug b} only a small pioportion of the 
population, and by certain classes of people who do 
not use alcohol I am not prepared to say if ganja 
and bhang consumers would resort to the use of 
alcoholic stimulants or olhoi narcotic drugs it 
deprived of ganja and bhang, as consumers of 
these drugs do not use alcohol or opium ns a rule 
The cultivation ot the plant could, however, be 
restricted undei a system of licenses 

36 I have no reason to think that alcohol is 
being substituted foi any of the«e diugs Alcohol 
IS in disieputc, ns far as is 1 nown, with the classes 
who use gauja 

37 Oharas smoiving does not prciail iti tins 
distiictto an extent sufficient to furnish a hisis 
foi oompaiing its effects with those of ganja 
smoking I liowevei learn that charas is much 
stronger than ganja in its effects 

38 Eound ganja is not aiaihblc in this part of 
the countiy Plat ganja only is used for smok- 
ing, and sometimes the " chm ” " Chur " is a mix- 
ture of leaves and bite of flowers dotiichcd from 
ganja, and as such is weatei than ganj \ Tlie 
effects are in degree, not in kind Ganja pro- 
duces gi eater iiituxicnticn than bhang 

39 I do not regard smoking of nnj of the 
hemp plant dings as le'S injurious than dunking 
or eating the same h luja smoking is more in- 
toxicating than eating the confections made fiom 
it The reason is that in smoiung a much laiger 
quantity of ganja is used pioportionaloly than m 
manufactuuug the sweetmeats oi confections of 
ganja The lattei, moreover, are mixed with ghi 
and other ingredients which reduce the stiongtli 
of the narcotic Per the same rea'oii and because 
bhang is much mildei than ganja, the beveiago 
prepared from it is also much less powciful than 
ganja smoking 

40. Gnnja is said to be prescribed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by native, as also by 
Eniopean, medical practitioneis The drugs me 
also used m the treatment of cattle diseases (itde 
replies fiom llao Bahadur, Assistant Surgeon (re- 
tiied), Vishiam Ramjee Ghollej, Assistant Sui- 
goon Bhikaji Amut Chobhe, and Dr Ganesh 
Knslina Ga'de, appeiidedl 

41 The moderate use of gaiqa and bhang is 
considered by Eao Bah idui Di Vishram Ramjee 
Gholley, Dr Ganesh Krishna Garde and Dr 
Bliikaji Ararit Chobhe as beneficial in their effects 
But they do not regard the habitual use as bene- 
, ficial It is thus the occasional moderate use that 
they speak of 

(«) Gania stimulates appetite foi food and 
aids digestion to some extent 


(i) It gi\es staying-pow’oi under severe es- 
eition and alleviates fatigue 

(c) It IS not regaulcd is a febnfugo or pre- 
ventive of disc ISO in malarious and uiihealthj 
tracts 

I am not in a position to make a reply to clause 
(if) 

The poorer classes of Hindus nnd Muham- 
madans who are not within leady reach of medi- 
cinal preparations, use those drugs oceusionallj for 
exciting appetite oi assisting digestion Habitual 
consumers do not nso them for such purposes 
Bairagis, sadlius nnd fakirs, who travel long dis- 
tances on pilgrimages, »so the drugs liabitiially in 
order to obtain staj ing-pow or under exposure and 
to nllevinto fatigue Workmen and labourers 
also use tlio drugs to enable tlicm to bear hard 
work better (luifc opinions of Rao Bahadur Assist- 
ant Surgeon Vishram Rninjce* Ghollev , Assistant 
tvuicoou Bliikaji Amrit Chobhe and Dr Ganesh 
Krishna Garde, all Graduates in Medicine, 
appended) 

42. 1 am not prepared to make a reply 

43 Moderate consumers of the drugs arc found 
to bo perfectly inoffensuo to tlicir neighbours 
During a Jong official career, of which nearly 
tlurty years have been passed ns a Magistrate, I 
have not met with a single case of intoxication in 
the streets from ganja or bhang, or a prosecution 
foi disorderly behaviour lu public from intoxica- 
tion Irom these drugs 

44 The immediate cfiect of the moderate use 
of any of the drugs on the liabitinl consumer is 
to produce slight exhilaration nnd pleasant sensa- 
tions It IS refrcsliing It does not allay hunger, 
but creates it The olfects last for about an hour 
There are no after-effects of the moderate use of 
the drugs Tlie want of subsequent gratification 
pioducos longing for it 

45 Tlie habitual moderate use of any of the 
dings pioduces noxious effects, physical especially 
Ganja smoking especially has bad effects It 
weakens tbo constitution nnd emaciates the body 
Its continued use impairs the digestion, though 
the first use of it excites appetite It produces 
an ohstinato cough, which results in bronchitis or 
asthma in old age The moderate use does not 
evuse dysentery Its excessive use causes bodily 
infirmity Indolent liabits arc induced by tbo 
habitual ifso of the drug, however moderate I 
tlo not think the mental faculties aie generally 
affected by moderate use, although in some in- 
stances men aie overcome by the smoking of the 
drug and temporarily get out of their mind 
Insanity, it is said, does not follow the modor ito 
habitual use of tlio drug Bhang drinking is said 
not to be baneful and not to be attended with any 
of the effects stated above 

46 The habitual excessive use of anv of the 
drugs pioduces noxious effects and m an aggrava- 
ted foim The constitution is completely im- 
paired, resulting m emaciation of the body The 
excessive ganja smoker is a deplorable object, 
tioublcd witli nausea and hoadaohe, and piesenting 
the appearance of evtieme general debility He 

, has an amcmic appeal nice, alw ay e sickly and iretfnl 
' The digestion is affected, theiois loss of appetite, 
dysentery, bronebilis oi asthma losults The 
moral sense is impaiied and habits ot indolence 
snperyene The sexual pa'^sions .ire excited 
oftentimes, leading to excessive dehaucheiv The 
j excessive use deadens the intellect and fiequently 
j produces insanity, firat melancholia followed by 
I dementia, which IS the common foi m of insanity 



induced l)j the excessive use of ganja This form 
of insanity is temporary, and disappears aftei the 
habit IS broken off I have had no personal 
experience to enable me to say if insanes have 
e\er confessed to the use of the hemp dings 

47 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a heieditaiy habit, 
or to affect in any way the children of the moder- 
ate consumei 

48 1 am not in a position to state if habitual 
excessive use of any of the drugs a])])ears to be 
a hereditary habit, although the children of the 
excessive consumer are sickly, 

49 The moderate use of the drugs is practised 
in some cases as an aphrodisnc, prostitutes aie 
said to use them The use for tins pnipose is 
more injurious than the use as an ordinary 
narcotic Tlie reason is that the system arti- 
ficially stimul ited for sexual giatification suffers 
lixcessive indulgence in the use of ganja is also 
said to cause impotence 

50 Excessive use is not practised as an aphro- 
disiac, as impotency is produced and the con- 
stitution is much impaiied 

51 Bad characters do resort to stimulants, but 
1 am not prepared to say that most of them use 
Hemp drugs in preference to other stimulants 
Alcoholic drinks seem to he much more frequent- 
ly indulged in than the hemp drugs 1 do not 
consider that the moderate use of any of the 
drugs incites to ci ime of any character 

52 Neither does the excessive use incite to 
cnme as far as is known to me 

53 Excessive indulgence in any of the drugs 
does not lead to unpremeditated crime, as the ex- 
cessive consumer is generally incapable, stupid, 
and inactive I am not, however, able to say 
whether or not homicidal frenzy is caused 

54 and 55 lam not in a position to make a 
reply to this question. 

56 The effects of hemp used in moderation and 
in excess is modified by admixture of condiments 
and “ massjlas ” The drug is made much milder 
by such admixture But if dhatura and poppy 
seed are mixed, tlie drug gets much stronger 
“Dhatura” is rarely used m this part of tin, 
country ns an admixture in preparakons of the 
hemp drugs 

57 Chains is not used here, and by what I have 
written under answers 19, 2u, 21 and 22 it will 
appear that ganja is used both for smoking and 
eating It is not used for dunking, the effects 
of drinking and eating ha\e been discussed above 

58 The system of excise administration lu the 
Bombay Presidency has been fully described by 
the Honourable Mr Mackenzie, Commissionei of 
Customs and Abkari, etc., in hiB letter No 4752, 
dated 11th September 1893, to the Chief Secre- 
tary to government, Beferenco is solicited to 
that report The system is very simple and 
uniform I think it solves the requirements of 
the Excise Administration and works well, 

59, No experiments suggest themselves to me 

60. The taxation is fair, and the manufacture 
of iiaiooticB from the hemp plant aia well con- 
trolled I do not think any improvement is called 
for Though the cultivation of the hemp plant 
18 unrestricted, 1 have not heaid of illicit sales or 
manufacture of the drugs The cultivation of 
the plant in this district is so v eiy limited, that 
any restiictions othei than those existing under 
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the present system are not called foi The cul- 
tivation IS noted and watched by the village 
officers and recoided m ibe village register 
Moreover, the cultivator is not allowed to manu- 
facture or sell the drugs without a permit No 
fuither restrictions are therefore nseded , 

61 Charas is not produced in this pait of the 
country 

62 There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 
foi tbe production of bhang exclusively, as the 
ganja plant supplies what is known as bhang in 
this distnot 

63 The present system of both wholesale and 
retail vend of ganja and bhang woiks well and 
reqmies no modification. 

64 None whatever 

65 In my opinion the taxation of ganja and 
bhang is reasonable with reference to each, and to 
alcoholic or otlier intoxicants Ganja and bhang 
are taxed equally in this district, and I do nob 
see any reason to disturb the arrangement 

66 I do not suggest diffeient lates for taxing 
ganja and ebnr (otbeiwise called bhang) 

67 Tbe incidence per head is low I do not 
see that any case in made out foi altering of the 
present rate of taxation, which is qmte unobjec- 
tionable It IS, bowevei, clear that vendois make 
a laige piofit out of propoition to the taxes paid 
and expenses inoiiried Appendix A will, I tioist, 
bo found useful and interesting as showing the 
net profits which a retail vendor makes out of 
his bargain 

68 riierc aie no shops in this district where tbe 
drugs ate consumed on the piemises The sweet- 
ened drugs, such as yakuti, majum, etc , and the 
drinks, such as bhang, though manufactured at 
shops licensed for tbe purpose, arc not consumed 
on the piemises. The consumers take home their 
purchases It would not be advisable to peimit 
consumption' of the diugs on the shop premises, 
as it would piobahly leid to diBordeily behavioui 
at the shops and in public 

69 The lequiremeiits of the people aie consi- 
dered before a shop is opened in any locality The 
ganja farmer generally applies to the Collectoi ol 
the dibtiict for permission to open a shop or shops 
in a locality Tbe Collector calls on the 
mamlntdar of tbe tnluka lu which the locality lies 
to report if such a shop is needed, and aftei such 
local enquiry as lie deems iiecessarj , the mamlatdar 
leports his opinion, which is generally accepted 
and acted on by the Collector 

70 I do not think tbe Bbor State, which is the 
only Native Stat“ comprised m this district, evei 
imports any quantity of the intoxicating dings 
I am not aware of any case of smuggling having 
oeouued Bhor does not grow hemp "Theie is 
in consequence no likelihood that it would get 
untaxed ganja and import it into this district 
Duty IS paid on all drugs consumed heie I am 
not awaie of any illicit dealings in the manufac- 
tuie or transpoit of the diug 

Appendix A. 

In the course of enquiries made by me regard- 
ing matters connected with the sale of the hemp 
plant drugs, it has struck me that the profits 
which the farmers of the right of vending the 
drugs make are very large 

I shall endeavour briefly to state tbe accounts 

n 


of tbe gflDjn fanner, bo tliat bs profits may be 
readily ascei tamed 


In writinp up tlie accounts I have closely fol- 
lowed the figures available for the Poona district 


Emf Ervgs Fatmer’s Jcconnffor 1891-92 
CnEmT 


Price realised from tbo sale of 800 
mannds of thd homp drnes at Kb 
120 per maund (tho rate being Bs 
18 0 per lb both for ganja and 
bhang) • • ' 


Rs 


80,000 


Total 


80,000 


Debit. 


Gania and bhang (abont 300 mannds) 
purchased throughout the jear at 
the rate of Es 10 per maund in 
eluding cartage, v istagc, etc 
Permit fees for transport 
Annnal cxpcnditnro incurred in hoop 
ing 42 shops throughout the district 
at the rate of Its 7 por shop per 
mcn'cm . « • 

Sundries . 

The amonnl of money paid for the 
license to manufacture and sell the 
hemp drugs ■ 


Ket profit 
Total 


Rs 


3,000 

150 


8, COO 
250 


17.000 

21.000 
12,000 

30,000 


20. Evidence of Khan Bahadhu P n Pasthk, Farsi, Presidency Maghtraie, 

Bomhay^ 


1. I must confess that I have had very few 
opportunities of obtaining information with regard 
to hemp drugs, as in the districts I have hitherto 
served, ganya and other products of the hemp 
plant are not much consumed, and I shall there- 
tore confine my answers to questions 51 to 65 
lu relation to matters which have come to my 
knowledge in my magisterial capacity 

51 No, not within my esporionee, nor am. I 
aware of any connection existing between the 
moderate use of these drugs and crime lu general 
or of any special character 

62 But the excessive use of ganya and charas 
may lead to cumc, for those addicted to these 
drugs remain constantly under a stupor and arc 
unable to follow any honest calling and must 
necessarily resort to crime 

63 I am informed that excessive indulgence 
in charas makes a man violent in Ins temper and 
leads him to commit offences attended with 
violence. The Pathans in Bombay are well known 
as a turbulent class, and they are mostly habitual 
consumers of charas I had lately a case before 
me in which a Morwari goldsmith under the 


influence of charas attacked a bailiff vvith a pair of 
tongs and behaved very excitedly in court I am 
not aware of any casein which the habit has led 
to tcmpoiary homicidal frenzy 

54 No, hat if a criminal addicted to thoso 
drugs intends to commit a crime, ho feels himself 
powerless to net in the matter until ho fortifies 
himself with the usual dose, The consumption of 
ganya generally innkcs a man timid , and lie docs 
not therefore commit premeditated acts of violence, 
but it IS different with oharns, which would 
certainly bo u'od by a habitual consumer who 
intends to commit any act of violence 

66 Yes I have hnd cases in Alimedabad in 
which a gang was engaged in a conspiracy to rob 
unsuspecting travdlors and other mnoccut persons 
They invariably prepared a chilliira containing 
ganya witl dhatura seeds intorraixod, and induced 
their victims to smoko the pipe and thus render 
themselves unconscious Immediately afterwards 
the victim was robbed and the gang decamped 
with bis goods So far as I can form a yudg- 
roent in the matter, I think complete stupofiic- 
tion could not be induced by this drug without 
any admixture 


21 Evidence of Rao Bahadur Lallubhai Gordhandas, Vania, Rusur Bepidy 

GoUeotoi , BasiL 


1. My employ^ment as personal assistant to the 
Commissioner of Abkari from 1880 to 1887 has 
enabled me to become acquainted with the de- 
tails of administration, taxation, and control 
My information and my conclusions, so far as I 
have formed them, concerning the use and effects 
of the dings, are deiived from general ohseiva- 
lion I do not profess to have had any special 
opportunities of obtaining information regarding 
the use and effects of the hemp drugs 

2 I may observe, at the outset, that the hemp 
drugs have not claimed much attention fiom the 
Government of Bombay, or fiom the people m 
the Bombay presidency, foi the simple reason that 
their use is neither extensive, nor spreading, and 


that, such as it is, it has not been regarded ns 
detrimental to health or morality That these 
poor diaigs should come to engage the serious and 
solemn consideration of a high Commission was 
not thought of by the staunchest advocates of 
temperance m this presidency 

One kind of gnny i is used in this district, me , 
flat ganya The flower tops are used for smoking 
and are called ganya The dry twigs and seeds 
which become detached and form a broken mass 
are sold as bhang Charas is not known m these 
parts 

13 No restriction is imposed by Government on 
the cultivation of the hemp plant 
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14 Oharas is not prepared in this district 
Gonja IB manufactured .to a Email extent m the 
distuct, but the bulk of the drug sold is impoited 
The flower tops are sold as ganjii, and the broken 
mass IS sold as bhang 

15 I believe that the only preparation which 
ganja lequires before being smoked is that it is 
washed with water and then mixed with a little 
tobacco 

The prepaiation of bhang for drinking is said 
to be as follows, It is warmed in an earthen ; 
plate placed over a slow fire until it begins to 'j 
smell It IS then soaked in water for about half 
an hour It is then placed in a pitce of elothj 
which IB dipped m water and rubbed with the 
fingers, and the water is squeezed out This pro- 
cess IS repeated till the watei squeezed out appears 
to be taintless The washed bhang is then pound- 
ed with a few grains of pepper Those th it can 
afford it mix with it othei ingredients (see answei 
to query S9), The pounded mass is diluted in 
water, and the liquid IS stiaincd through a piece 
of cloth three or four times, the refuse being 
thrown away, and the liquid so prepared is drunk 
as bhang 

Bhang is also boiled in ghi, which is mixed 
with certain ingredients to make pak, or majtim, 
or yaknti Each seller has his special leoipe for 
these preparations Bhang is also mixed with 
gulkand (conserve of roses) 

16. Bhang is usually prepared by people in 
their own houses , but in Bombay theie are bhang 
shops wherein the pounded mass is kept readj for 
sale or is diluted, and the liquid, aftei being 
strained, is offered for drink 

17 I believe no particular classes of people are 
employed on this business 

18 Ganja and bhang are said to deteriorate by 
keeping and to lose their effect m time The 
time will vary according to the state of the weather 
and the degree of care with which they may be 
kept 

19 To my knowledge, gan 3 a is used only for 
smoking, bhang is used lor drinking, and is also 
used lu making pak, yakuU, majum, and gul- 
kand , charas is not used lu this district at all 

20 Gan 3 a is smoked invariably by Iniragis and 
those who reicre and associate with them It is 
used by a comparatively small propoi tion of the 
lower classes of the population, a smoker of gan 3 a 
being looked upon as a disieputable person * 

Tlie use of bhang is almost unknown in the 
Deccan The preparations of bhang, such as pak, 
jakuti, ma 3 um and gulkand are used by a low 
persons of the middle classes 

25 There is not the slightest indication that 
the use of the drugs is on the increase 

26 There could he only two classes, (o) and 
(J) , not the third and fourth, (c) and {d) The 
ma 3 ority of consumei's may be taken to be moder- 
ate consumers 

27 See answer to query 20 

28, The quantities will vary according to the 
habit of each consumer, the frequency with winch 
he indulges in the drug daily, and the degree of 
intoxicating powei of the drug used 

29 Almonds, cardamoms, pepper and sugar are 
usually pounded and mixed with bhang Those 
who like and can afford may also mix with bhang 
sweet fennel, dried rose buds, poppy seeds, con- 
serve of roses, rose water, seeds of vat ions fimts, 
saffron, musk, milk, milL, cream, etc , etc Dhatura 
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may at times be mixed with bhang when common 
bhahg ceases to give an habitual drinkei sufficient 
intoxication 

30 An habitual drinker of bhang drinks it at 
home, eithei alone or in company of friends, if any 
should join him A man leaves off bhang gene- 
rally in old age , but a ganja smoker continues to 
smoke it till death Females and children are not 
known to use the drugs to any great number 

31 The habit may he formed and may he 
broken off easily A moderate consumer may 
develop into an excessive consumer , but the result 
cannot be said to be due to any inherent tendency 
in the drugs 

32 I am not aware of any such custom. 

83 Gnnja smoking is regarded as disreputable 
Excessive drinkers of bhang aie also looked down 
on with scorn 

34 Bairagis would regard it as a serious pnva- 
tion to forego the eonsamption of ganja It would 
be a depnv ition of an innocent enjoyment to con- 
sumers of bhang 

36 (a) Feasible, but not at all advisable or 
necessaiy 

(i) Yes, if it could be obtained 
(c) By stopping cultivation and importation 
, (d) Certainly 
(e) Not quite 
(/) Yes 

36 Indulgence in alcohol is now-a-days con- 
sidered to be less disreputable than it was before 
the spread of English education and "Western 
ideas, which have made veiy great strides daring 
the last thirty years It is probable that material 
prosperity .among the lower classes would bring m 
its train a taste for the more expensive and 
fashionable akobol in place of the poor hemp 
drugs 

39 Excessive smoking of ganja is more in- 
jurious than excessive drinking of bhang A mo- 
deiate use of either is said to be not injunous 

41 (a) Bhang is. 

(6) Ganja is 
(c) Can’t say 

I lefei to both moderate habitual and modeiate 
occasional use 

43 Quite 

44 (i) It is said to be so 

(c) Yes 

(d) Ganja is said to do 

(e) Bhang is said to create appetite 
(/) About BIX hours 

(y) A little depression 
(i) No 

46 None of these effects are known to he pio- 
duced by habitual moderate use of ganja or bliang. 
The answeis as regaids habitual excessive use 
are — 

(i) Yes, if the cousumei does not get suffi- 
cient nourishment 

(c) Ganja is said to do this to a certain 
extent 

(e) It induces laziness, hut not habits of im- 
moiality or debauchery 

47 and 48 Not at all, 

H 2 
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49 («) To a certain extent 

(b) Don't know, 

(c) Not at all 

{d) I have not heard of any such conse- 
quence 

51 I do not think that moderate nee has any 
connection with crime 

53 Evenexcessne use is not said to induce 
criminal tendency 

53 Not necessarily. No 

54 I don’t think 

55 The hemp drug by it=el£ would not stupefy 
completely 

58 I thiuk the presout system, which is de- 
signed with the object of laisinff a modtratc 
reienue from the consumption of the drugs at least 
expense to Government and least incoiivoniente to 
consumers, is working well Any improvement 
in the direction of tightening the control and 
restricting the production, manufacture, and sale 
of the drugs would cause needless harassment 
without any eounterhalaneing advantage 

60 No control is exercised on the production of 
the drugs, and none would appear to bo nccessarj 

61 Chains is not produced 

63 Fide answer to query 60 

63. I have no objection to uigo against the 
present system of wholesale and retail vend of 
ganja and bhang 

64 None 

65 There IS no definite late of taxation, the 
light of vend being sold anuuallj to the highest 
bidder The inoidoiice of taxation, therefore, 
varies in different districts, and in the same district 
in different years But, upon the whole, I think 
it is leasonahle 

66 No, such diffeient rates would he unwork- 
able, except at immeuce cost 

67 No 

68 None in tins district 

60 No 

70 There are no facts regarding the importation 
01 smuggling of hemp drugs from Native States 
Under the farming sjstem, there is no loom for 
evasion of duty. 

Oral evidence 

Question SO — The use of bhang iii the Deccan 
IS much less th in in Gujaiat There is no bhang 
in this piesidency It is only broken bits ot ganja 
It IS the unsmokable ganja that is biiang 

Question S9 — Dhatura seeds are mixed with 
bhang by excessive drinkers sometimes to increase 
intoxieition This is what I am told Tins ad- 
mixture IS not to my knowledge made in the shoos 
1 do not know of dhatuia being smoked with 
ganja 

Question 59 —J think that those who smoke 
ganja are the dregs of societj , the beggar class 
It any attempt wuemade to improve tnera, and 


deny them that drug, they might take to enme so 
as to get it if it were dearer Bhang is consnmed 
by the better classts when consumed at all I 
think that the drugs have a had effect only when 
the consumeiB have insufficient food I th nk 
people who want intoxicants will got it somehow 
I do not tlunk people will be better oil if they aie 
compelled to take to liquor Its physicnl effects 
aio wor=o than those of hemp drugs Opium eating 
would bo preferable to ganja smoking, but opium 
smoking worse I do not think that the effects of 
hemp drugs call for increased taxation, though 
increase of revenue may be desinble, This would 
be a question to ho considered in reference to otlier 
provinces Gauja is largely imported into the 
province In Nasik it is entirely imported from 
outside, * c , from Ahraednngar in the presidency, 
and the Central Provinces outside Bhang from 
the Punjab is, 1 am told, obtainable in Bombay 
Statistics about imports are easily obtainable I 
only s'ate my impicssions I am quite unable to 
give any estimate of production I liavo never 
had my attention drawn to tins matter The 
figures about consumption in the Exeise Heport 
arc given by contractors, wlio^e interest it is to 
understate consumption But they may be gener- 
ally' accepted. 

I know of no spceial reasons why taxation 
should not bo raised in Bombay I do not know' 
the figuics for other provinces, or why there should 
be diffcicnt rates of taxation 

The bonded warehnnso system would be very 
expensive unless cultivation is concentrated 
There would bo no objection to stop detached 
cultivation with a view to concentrntiun, provided 
the supply is kept up 1 can make no rccom- 
mcndation as to what districts should bo chosen 
I have never considered the question of cultivation 
or the statistics, 

1 do not think any change in the maximum of 
40 tolas need bo made unle'S the present system is 
changed, for there cm be no evasion of duty under 
the present system It would only be inconvenient 
to certain consumers to have a lower maximum 
There is no scope in the present system for greatly 
increasing taxation If this is necessary, we ' 
should have to impose a direct tax as wdl ns the 
indirect, and have the mixed sj stem. 

I am not aware that ganja is smoked on the 
premises anywhere I object to it, because it gets 
consumers together, attracts peojile to the place, 
would appear to countenance the habit, and would 
thus tend to increase consumption. 

I have not heard of any adulteration of the 
drugs as sold in the piesidencv 

Question 6G —As a matter of fact only one 
kind of ganja is used in this pre-idcnoy I believe 
60 . I hive no practical knowledge of that I 
have not travelled lu the districts so as to see the 
ganja that is sold 

Question 69 — I could name a dozen cases in 
wh'ch young men have died from the habit of 
liqu"! , but I know no such case in regaid to 
hemp diugs. These cases are Hindus 


22 JEvidence of Rao Baijadtje Nabayan Ganish Deshpande, Brahmin, Deputy 

Collector, Belgaum 


1 I serv'ed m Sind, where these drugs are v ery 
commonly used, and also served in Ahmednagar, 
where this plant is grown 

2 In Sind these definitions apply literally 


But in this district bhang and charas, as defined 
here, are not imported or even know'n Flat ganja 
is alone imported and is known ' 

18, Ganja and bhang lose their qualities by 



37 


keeping for more than a yeai If properlj picked 
and seemed from exposure to heat and dampness, 
they will keep well for about 18 months or two 
years Oharas can keep an}' length of time 

19 Oharas is only smoked Gan]! is eaten like 
bhang made into " goti ” in tins district for want 
of bhang 

20 In this district fakirs, bairagis, gosavis, and 
other mendicants use gan 3 a, as also, dowries and 
other itmerant classes In higher classes the use 
of this drug IS very rare 

21 Hat ganja alone is imported 

25 It IS difficult to answer this question But 
looking to the quantity of gan 3 a imported from 
j'ear to year, it n ould appear that consumiition is 
stationary 

26 There are no statistics available 

27 Habitually excessive smokers are from the 
mendicant classes, such as fakirs, bairagis and 
gosaais 

Habitual modeiatc consumers come fiom all 
classes, particularly from the lower strata Occa- 
sional moderate consumers can be traced to all 
castes, not excluding Brahmins and Liiigaj ets 

I believe there are no occasional excessive con- 
sumers Fakiis, bairagis, gosivis, downes, and 
similar mendicant classes aie initiated as soon as 
the}’' enter mendicant oiders, or uhen they attain 
the age of puberty Bairagi boys arc initiated at 
even the early age of 12 and 14 In other classes 
this habit IS contracted on account of bad company, 
and IS seldotn acquired for mediemal purposes 

28 It IB difficult to say what class of consumers 
may be called habitual moderate consumers There 
aie peisons who smoke only once in company mtli 
SIX or eight persons One or half a tola is pie- 
pared and filled into a pipe, and is smoked by six or 
eight persons together in the afternoon once a day, 
each person paying the day's cost by turns 
There are others who smoke two or three times a 
day and lequire a tola, and they are considered 
moderate consumers The excessive consumeis aie 
persons who remain alwaysnndei the influence of the 
drug Such pel-sons want about two to four tolas 
of gaiiia every day They cannot do without one 
tola This class of consumers is limited to a iior- 
tion of itinerant mendicants who get the neces- 
saries of life without trouble I should think that 
quarter tola is the allowance of an aveiage moderate 
consumer, and two tolas is that of an excessive 
one The cost of one tola by retail is two piee 
"Wholesale prices are annas 12 to Be 1 in the Bii- 
tish "districts and six to twelve annas in Native 
States 

29 Nothing is mi-^ed with gan 3 a ordinarily 
except tobacco It is said that exceptionally 
dhatura, kutchala and aconite are used iti very 
email quantities My informants have not seen 
mstanoes of this kind 

When gota is made, undermentioned articles 
are used — 

(1) Sugar, (2) milk, (3) water, (4) poppy 
seed, (5) conandei, (6) dned rose buds, (7) anise 
seeds, (8) cucumber seed, (9) almonds, (10) 
3 aip!ial, (11) cardamom, (12) cocoanut or its 
3Uice, (13) black pepper 

Exceptionally — (14) kulpa, (15) kaluhi], 
(16) aconite, (17) dhatura, (18) kutchala, (19) 
aieenic 

These articles are used both to make the drink 
palatable or tasteful and to incieate intoxiia- 
tpm, 


No bhang massak is sold in these parts like 
Upper India 

80 Consumers of these dings aie very fond of 
company They -will indulge alone when they 
cannot affoid the expense oi cannot get company 
It It, said larger the circle, gieatei the en 3 oyment 
The consumeis aie veiy obliging to each other in 
this respect 

This vice IS confined to the male sex, and is 
geneially acquiied after the age of 20, The 
bairagis are said to initiate their elnldien at the 
age of 12 to 14, and women are free, except 
bairagis of abandoned charactei 

81 The habit of smoking tobacco is the preli- 
minary step to acquire tins habit No length of 
time IS required m forming this habit , a w’eek 
or a fortnight is quite sufficient A man is allowed 
to smoke the exhausted pipe or use small quanti- 
ties at first 

The drug itself does not give a craving for 
increase of its use, but bad company and want of 
occupation lead to excessive use On the first 
occasion the head is immediately affected and 
the smokei sometimes becomes insensible, but 
witli habit the effect is lessened oi leduoed to a 
minimum The habit is not difficult to bieak 
off, moie moderate smokers do not feel the want 
of it, while habitual moderate ones feel want of 
it at their usual times and feel their stomach 
windy, and the excessive smokers sometimes get 
dysenter} , and, besides feeling veiy uneasy, are 
6 ub 3 ect to pains in the limbs and show most un- 
willingness to work 

82 I am told that some peojile think it neces- 
sary to offer a dnnk of bhang to Mahadev, and 
then dunk it themselves on the Shivaratu 
Downes have a custom of offering a ball made 
of gan 3 a and ganja drink to their family god 
Soiikaibhid 01 Kalbbairav (diffeicnt names of 
Mahadev) m the month of Chaitra, and then 
eat or drink the same themselves Ihey have 
also a custom of vowing that if the god be pleaded 
to give them the desired thing, they would give 
gan 3 a to a certain number of dowries to smoke 
01 to diiuk Patiegars, who ate said to be 
Kshatns, sei ve in small quantities some prepara- 
tion of gan 3 a on the anmveisary of then fathers 
called "paksha" to all persons called to dinnei 

33. The use of these drugs is considered as 
disreputable, though it does not lendei one liable 
to lose hiB caste Its use is considered as a -vice 
A man who is addicted to it is looked down upon 
ns a low man He avoids exposuie, and will 
conceal his habit as much as possible All this 
16 due to the mtoxuating effect of the drugs 
In castes and sects 'where the use of these diugs 
is quite common or is consideied necessary, there 
IS no public opinion about it 

This plant is not worshipped 

34 It is thought tliat to habitual smokeis, 
such as fakus, bairagis, gosa'vis, and itinerant 
classes, WHO aie exposed to inclemencies of the 
climate, it w-ill be a pnvation to foiego the use 

35 The effective way is to stop the cultivation 
of the plant in Bntish distiicts and also in the 
Native btates, and to prevent imports, as is done 
in the ease of opium Ihe ding will he consumed 
illicitly, as long as the peisons now usmg the 
drug live oi are not weaned fiom the habit Some 
discontent will bo caused among tlie consumeis, 
but it 'Will never m these pirts develop luto a 
political danger, as the discou^enteil consumers 
are the dregs of the society, and their disc mtent 
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TV ill not inllucnco gootl pooplc, Tvlto form tho larg- 
est mijont} Nor will tho stopping of this drug 
Ic 1(1 to the 1160 of alcohoho dnnU 

80 I have teen a person wcined ot tho linbit 
of drinlang liquor hj'tho modonto use of hhnng 

' 8') Smolving IS ndmitlcJl} more injiinmiH than 
dniilving or citing Smoking nflcetfi the lungM | 
and biain more iramcdntclv and diiocllj Ihnn the 
latter 

40 Yes, in the ct-o of dvsontorv bhang w 
piescribed It is iipcd ns tome to the coiuiilcMienl 
barila lb idimnistercd to liorpes and citllc In 
the ginji iniporUd into this di'-trict, a qliantitj 
of dust or lino ponder, iiiobt probahl} ol haves 
and floners, IS mixed tMicn FOpaiated, it forinB 
tho “garda,” t\ Inch also contains the seeds 

41 [a] Bhang taken in small quantities is 
good for digistion and to stimnlitc appetite 
Ganja does the siino ivith gnatcr force 

(i) There is stajang p iweras far ns tho ex- 
pstiro IS conteined A gnnja unoker is not 
considered to bo iblo to work in nth rntij,iie 
IS nllovntod b} a binoko of ganja, as it indiitts 
sleep 

(c) It Is said tint ganja smoking and blnng 
eating serv*' to prevent fever more (>r less 

(rf) Smoking IS md to coiaentrato nttcnlion 
or lather prevent distraction It is whj bome 
Eingcis and itiusiciant have a tmokc botoro thej 
tan play their best 

These elTccts iro ob'erved in the modento Imbi 
tnal and moderate occasional use 

43 hlodorafo use of bhang is usiful as w<ll 
as harmless, but I cannot saj bO of ganja 
smoking, whioli IS itijnnoua ewn to one \ ho i« 
ncll fed Smokers, however, have a taving as 
follows^ It lb, I liolieve, nn int nion to ensure 
^he tleaning of the >;niija snioke’d than to ixpresb 
jts qualities and to point out liad egerb* 

43 lies, giinj i smokers ire Fometiinrs inclined 
to quarrel when under intosnation Oceasioml 
consumers nro loquauous ind divulge setreU of 
others and oven of their own 

44 Tho iraincdiitc effect is to drown nil nmi- 
etj, to remove mental depro'bion, and toealii- 
Iniate tho spujts A drink ot bh vug not much 
spiced and sweetened is refre lung buch a drink 
does not cause iiitoMcvtioii, so to spoik, lievond 
tho rawing up of spiuts Hunger is not nllajed , 
on the contrirj, 't is arij slightlj stimulated^ 
Tho effect lasts from two to six I ouis, the length 
ot time depending on the state of health and ihc 
quantitv vwed No aftor-offeets ant of grati- 
fication does piodnco longing ns nl-o uncasiiic's 
and Iheie ib an muvillmgncbb to work and a dib- 
po=ition to tike offence 

45 Smoking affects physicallj „nd mentally, 
but It 18 doubtful wlieiher it bns any effect on 
one's moralitv It affects the lungs and the biain 
and impairs the constitution Tho effeots arc 
slow in the ease of persons who live well. In. 


digestion and lo's of appetite follow* wra* ness 
of body, brain, and lungs 

It IS 1 non n to cause astlima and brnnclulis, bat 
IS said not to cause dyrentery It doe* not pro- 
duce habits of (IclMiicbery or iinmonihty, but in- 
duces Imbitr of Inrim'ss 

llabitnal moderate use only blunts the intellect 
It IS not said to caiwo in> uuty. 

I 4fi In tho care of Imlntnal exemive «kj tho 
nliovomontioMrd efferte np!>etr (arbor and with 
greater fOV<nty An ill ft d (XifsiVt onsutner 
can 1)0 easilv (Ji<-ting(ii«h(bl by his sunken CVCs, 
Wad bps, Jialo face, ami (matiafod bvdv In- 
sanity, liotli js'rnnncnt and temj»iriry, nod reveml 
mentnl affoetions, nro «aid to re iilt Ir»ta uccn nc 
mn 

40. It is said to be ro It is not rifcd by 
prostitutes f tr this purpose l.xeessivc n»o leads 
to impolciKO, I nm told 

' fil Use of tliese drugs, ns fame J ] now, has 
no conncv’tion with erttno I do not knm? 
whetlur a large pnporlion of bid eharaebrs u«e 
this drug. Fom«' i)f Ihtin do so, not b<fatt‘(' they 
have to CO ninit enme, but I)(cin»e tb'y nro Lad 
clumclrra and nro nddiot)‘d to aiu s 

53 I am told that cxc«sivc cotisruners of this 
drug are unfit to ctvmmit rrrions crime, l^C'at’)’ 
they are constanHv nndfr its inflnenee The 
intoxnation caiif d by th* drug is nij to caiKf 
nervous doprission or inaclivitv, 

.53 1 have not hr in] rif a ‘inglc ca'c of 
Hiticide< nor of nnpremcditated crime 
5 1 No, as far ns I know. 

55 I iK'bi VC tliK is done somotin'e*, bnt I tio 
not rcnii tiiIk r any iubtancbs A peren unacetu- 
j tomed to the n^e of this drug can be cotnpicteU 
btui-efitsl bv an Ovi'r-do«e ed tins drug 

6s 'Hie prc'cnl svstem is working v-idl I 
have no Miggemons to make for its improvement 
02 In my humble opinion it is unneee -ary to 
control tho cuhiv.at.on .and Iht jirepamtion of 
thcbC drugs 

C3 nnd (! t None 

65 In inv bumble ojiinion the fax on ganja m 
notsuflic’cntly liigb to cluck its consumption or 
to prevent mcrearo of consntnirs md consumption 
Bhang need not be ns lui,hl\ taxed ns gmja 
Jlannfaclure and import of bk mg must lx 
encouraged with the object of provtntmg the 
people from using gnn|n for e ding ami drinking. 
Gnnja i» so usid bicvnse bliang is not iinjwrtcd 
As comimtcd witli liquor, guuji w cxcoedmgly 
cheap, nnd n nasoinblo inerense in its taxation 
will not lead to the use of alcohol 

08 None' in tins district 
G9. No 

70 There IS much rmuggbng from the Native 
States, where tho ganj i is had nuich chcipcr 
than m this distuet This is duo to the fact 
that sales ot ginja farms there nro not so honestly 
nnd carefully made ns hero. 


hoidenoe of Ba.o Bahadub K 31 . Tjiattl, Dtst) tot Deputy Collector, h’asil 

My answer to this qncbtion is m the nega- 


1 In the distiicts in which I have served homn 
dings are not extensively consnined, nor consumed 
in a manner to have pernicious eflccts on society at 


* Vornnoulnr nay mg not pnntcd 


51 

tivo 

Considering tho diirerent classes of bad ch me- 
ters vvhicli have come under my' ob-crvatioD as 
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membf>r of tlie community lU general^ und as a 
magistrate in particular, in. the several districts m 
which I have had to move m my official caieer 
during the last 37 years, I can safely assert that 
the habitual moderate consumers of any of these 
drugs do not form even the smallest proportion of 
such bad cbaiacters, and that the moderate use of 
such drugs has not been found in -any nay con- 
nected with the commission of crime, whether of a 
general or special chaiacter The habitual moderate 
consumei uses the drugs under a certam religious 
belief of a supposed spiritual benefit tbeiefrom, but 
more for the temporary beneficial effects which a 
moderate use of them produces, namely, the stay- 
ing-power which it gives under great exertion, the 
relief which it affords from fatigue and caies and 
anxieties, and also the indirect assistance which it 
IS supposed to render as a food digestive The 
habitual moderate consumer is, therefore, neces- 
sarily an innocent man, and has no object or motive 
to commit crimes of any description, and so docs 
not fall under or is not included in the class of bad 
characters 

53 and 53 My answer to these two questions is 
the same as that given to the preceding question, 
hut IS qualified with tins observation, that the habi- 


tual excessive use of these drngs necessarily creates 
noxious effects on the consumer, not only physically 
and mentally, but also morally, and the consumer 
IS, in course of time, so much affected by then ex- 
treme use that it leads him sometimes to commit 
nnpiemeditated crimes m the same manner as an 
excessive use of liquor, opium, and other narcotic 
drugs, hut ceitaiiily not to a enrae of a violent 
nature But generally the man who is addicted 
to excessive indulgence in these drugs becomes a 
victim of his own tolly 

No case has come to my notice or undei my 
knowledge in which an excessive indulgence m 
these drugs had led to temporary homicidal 
frenzy 

54 and 55 My answer to these questions is also 
sevei lUy m the negative I have not found, in 
the course of my experience, g lined by me as a 
visitor of ciimiual jails in different districts duiing 
the period of about 27 years as to the conduct and 
habits of cnminals, that any such drugs aie used 
by them to fortify themselves to commit a preme- 
ditated act of violence or othei oiime, or to induce 
their victims to partake of the same to get them 
stupefied m oidei to further then designs 


24 JHoulenoe of E-ao Bahaduh BHiimnAi Kirpa Ram, Brahmin, Huzur Deputy 

GoUeotoi of Surat 


1 A copy of ,my\ paper on the narcotics and 
stminlants of Gujarat which was written for the 
Bomhaj Gazetteer is annexed ^ During my thirty 
years’ service in the Eevenue and Agricultural 
Department of the Bombay Presidency, 1 had op- 
portunities to , study the question from different 
points of view My remarks are confined to Guja- 
rat 

2 Three preparations from hemp, Cannahs ui- 
dtea, OTz , (1) bhang, sahji or mayapani , (2) yaknti, 

' and" (3) ganja are used in Gujarat Oharas is 
neither mannfiictured nor used 

(1) Bhang, sabjt or mayapani is made from the 
flower leaves and the seed of the plant These are 
flrst baked over a fire, then well washed in cold 
water, and ground very fine, the intoxicating power 
depending to a considerable extent on the fineness 
of the powder According to the taste and means 
of the consumer, dry rose leaves, almonds, carda- 
mom^ pepper and other spices are pounded and 
mixed with the powder. The whole is then again 
ground, mixed with water, or sometimes with milk 
sweetened with sugar, and strained through a 
cloth The preparation is now ready to he drunk 
Bhang is a very cheap luxury, one-sixteeiitU of a 
pound is enough to last an ordinary man for three 
days, costing only half penny or four pies A poor 
mao, as a rule, drinks his bhang mixed only witli 
black peppei , on festivals and ludidays many kinds 
of spices are added, and in this way the mixture 
becomes costly A few Parsis and Musalmans 
dnnk bhang, but it is chiefly consnmed by the 
higher classes of Hindus, ws , Brahmins, Banias, 
Kayasths, Soiii«, and others who drink no other 
intoxicating liquor and do not eat opium None 
of the preparations of hemp are taken by women 
except low-casto prostitutes In the hot season 
and throughout the year on holidays and festivals 
bhang is very generally drunk, but only a few 
people take it regularly As a rule it is drunk in 
the afternoon beiore sunset In small quantities 

•Not printed. 


it is cooling and slightly intoxicating, causing at 
the same time a keen feeling of hunger Under 
its influence goldsmiths and jewelleis aie piover- 
bially clever , it soothes rather than stimulates the 
brain , its appetising poweis aie of great value to 
begging Bnhmins, who under its influence can, 
at a caste feast, eat enough to last them for 24 
hours 

(2) Talufio'c majim is bhang boiled in clanfied 
butter Tlie clarified butter is flavomed with sugar 
and spices and is often coloured with vermillion 
and saffioD, As a conserve, yaknti is generally 
eaten before sunset, chiefly by well-to-do Hindus 
and Musalmans A man who drinks bhang may 
also take yaknti and smoke ganja Yaknti is 
an expensive article, and when regularly taken 
costs from Bs 2 to Rs 3 a month ^ This drag is 
prepaied by professional dealers called majnm- 
walas, chiefly Bonias by caste It is also made 
by Hindu physicians 

(3) Oanja is the dried hemp plant which has 
flowered and from which the resin has not been 
removed Tins is generally brought in its rough 
state and made ready by the consumer To pre-, 
pare tne ganja for smoking, a small quantity is 
taken on the palm of the baud, and the seed, if 
the flower contains any, is removed The ganja 
IB then washed four or five times, dried, and 
mixed with tobacco The classes chiefly addicted 
to smoking ganja are leligious mendicants, the 
lower order of Brahmins, and a few aitizans 
As a rule ganja smokers aie found at shiines or 
temples and mosques But some of them lesort 
to special houses called Akhada, wheie bhang and 
ganja are prepared Men addicted to the 
practice keep taking whiffs of ganja about eveiy 
half houi Its effects are sudden and strong 
Thiee oi four pulls at a ganja pipe will piostrate 
a man not accustomed to smoke it Especially 
among the weakly and ill-fed the use of ganja is 
said to hai m the mind and nerves and even in 
some cases to cause death Ganja trodden under 
foot is generally used. 
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3 BlifinfiiR cuUiv'itdd to a \erj pmnll extent 
in isurat and Broach (about tliirt3-fi\o acres in 
all) The plant does not grow spontaneoush , it 
IS cultivated like cereals, « c , 3011 an and hajri, 
and harvested in November and Febmarv, ns is 
^the case mth kliirif and rnbi ciops Alliuial 
land 18 iniferable, no spccml care 01 alteiilioii is 
needed Plant? aio aho found here and tlitic in 
the Compounds of temphs The Surat cultivators 
collect only bh mg, t e , leaves and seeds from the 
plant Some of llio Bioacli oultiv ntors understand 
the procc s of collecting bhang and gnn)n from 
the plant The plants, when rend}, nie upiookd, 
made into bundles, and left to di^ for three or 
foiirda^s The tops of ganja kali? are picked up 
with hand, the plants aio thrashed, and the 
leaves and fine little branches are collected The 
mixture of leav cs, lino little branchts, and seeds 
from the ganja tops is known b} the name of 
bhang The plants are known as nor (malt) and 
maila (feiiiak) , wild hemp grows in Palanptir 

8 Bhang cultivation is ilcerensing, profits 
small compared with trouble of obtaining hccnpcs 
and iinding ])nrcha?er 

9 Alluvial land is preferable Method of cul* 
tivation same ns that practised in respect to 
cereals 

10 Belong to the ordinarj cultivating cla'ses 

11 As far ns I know, ganja plants arc not 
raised from the seed of wild hemp 

12 As far as I know, wild hemp is not cul- 
tivated 

13 The cultivator has to obtain a license to 
cultivate hemp plant , no dutj is levied for the 
grant of permit The cultivator is bound to sell 
his produce to licensed farmers onlj 

14 to 10 Please see answer No 2 

17 Please see answer No 2 Bhang and 
ganja arc prepared by the consumers Uiemsolves 
Yakuti IS prepared bj’ experts 

1 8 Both hhawg and ganja deteriorale, if thej 
are kept longer tlmn four or five months Yakut t 
aI=o becomes incftectivo aud tasteless after two 
or three months. 

19 Ganja IS used for smoking ns dcsonhed in 
answer No 2 Some people use ganja leaves for 
eating with the object of producing its effect 
without smoking ganja in a pipe 

20 Ganja is smoked by mendicants and low- 
class Biahmins , a few nrtiznns also smoke 
Ganja smoking is confined chieily to towns nnd 
cities Village people seldom smoko ganja 
Hardly one per cent of the male adult popula- 
tion smokes ganja This figure is arrived at after 
due consideration of the material and cconomio 
conditions of the several clasecs of people 

21 Ganja trodden under foot is generally used 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking 

24 Bhang is generally drunk To save time 

habitual consumers sometimes e it bhang Bliaiio- 
IS drunk by vvell-to do Iliudus, a few Musalnmiis 
^ habitual consumers arc cbiefiy 

goldsmiths, jewellers and Brahmin mendicants 
Some village people drink bhang Bhang 
urinkeis may be put at two per cent 

25 The use of bhang ts decreasing among the 
higher nnises liquor has taken its place The 
use ot ganja is stationary among the mendicants 
and fakiis who do not take to hqnoi drinking 
laknti consnmeis aie verv few Five in a 
thousand 
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BInnf, "inlnli Ganja 
( 0 ) Ilnliilnnl moderate cPTuninPM 70 lOJ fO 
(4) Batiituttl expi'i'ivc consumorfl 5 40 

(e) Occnsionn! moderate coiMuinora 25 
(d) Ovcavional oiccsvivc coiisiiuarv 


100 100 100 


Bhang is dnink in small do-ie oceasienally bv 
persons 1 nt nccustomcd to it Ganja is consnincd 
bytbnsowbo arc bnlntuated to it, occasioml 
coii-uniers — classificitioii is notapjilicibb to ganja 

Bhang consumers are gtnerallj high class 
Hindus, nnd in mativ cases vell-lodo, Ganja 
smokers are mendicants nnd jioir, living cbicdy 
on alms 

Bhanj, Ganjv 

t To’i! Cov' To'vt. Co** 

28 (0) irnbitniil Z J nnnn 1 J t annas 

modi rate 
cont-timots 

(i) Ilabitiial C S 1 anna 10 12 4 auius 
excepsivo 
consumcre 

The above figures ropre eiit the rllowanee of 
first class niodcnitc and cxcisovc eon*- ira rs ri- 
spcctivcly 'Hie ordinarj (xpcn'ivof modtrate 
consumers vnrv from X anna to -j-’, in tla c;i**o of 
a bliang consumer, and from j anna to one anna 
in the cast of a ganja consumer 

29 It IS the jimcticc v ith rome cs'ccssui 
smolersto mix dlintura nnd opium with ganja, 
tlio object being to intcn?i[3 the cfftct of intoxi 
cation 

Bhang mas'iala consists of black jicpjs’r, 
almonds, poppj fCcJs, sugar, dried ro'o flower 
nnd pistachio seeds 

80 Bhang is dnink openlv , no dishonor is 
attacbcel to it , occnsioiinl drinker, do not dnnk 
in solitude Moderate nnd cxeessne linbitnrl 
consumers drink Binglj, if there is no company. 
Mendicants smoko ganja pubbclv, tbougb shame 
IS atkiclicd to iG A few prostitutes and low caste 
women drink bhang 

31 The b ibit is easily formed , it is not difil- 
cull to break off Hut the meiuhcants will not give 
up ganja smoking In the taso of ganja, there 
IS a tendency (ortho moderate habit to develop 
into the excessiv e 

32 Bhang IS the favourite dnnk of (licfollowcr-- 
oC the bbiva scot On Shiv iralri and other dav? 
connected with the worship of Shiva (Mabndevl 
hliBug IS religiously used by the devotees Thi? 
practice docs not load to the formation of habit, 
Ganja does not form an article of wortliip 

33 No dishonour attaches to a moderate bhang 
drinker , bhang is diunk openij cither singly or 
in comp my, excessive blung drinkers are taunted 
nnd ridiculed , ganja smokers arc held low in the 
estimation of the high class Ilindus, but they are 
not hated or despised as liquor drinkers, w ho are 
regarded ns very low in point of social position 
Liqnoi drinking is against religion, so it is gene- 
rally in disrepute Bhang and ganjv do not 
pollute the consumer from a leligious point of 
view 

84. Bhang drinkei-s goncrally liolong to rcspec- 
tnhle aud ordoily classes of the popul vtioii , gnnja 
smokers arc chiefly mcndiciiits, without homes or 
families in many cises Any” nltorapt to restrict 
the use of gauja by moans of heavy duties will bo 
looked upou by the ganja smokers as a gnat 
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haidsliip The existing B 3 'stem is good and satis- 1 
faotoiy The sile and tianspoib aie brought 
undei contiol , accounts aie kept by the licensed 
letaileis , the nbkaii and levenue officeis examine 
these accounts fiom time to time Bhang is not 
in any way 1031111006 601130 is in 3 Unous, if taken 

in laige quantity Ganja-smokers do not form 
part of the working 01 useful classes of the popu- 
lation , no large revenue cm be raised fiom the 
farm of hemp plant produce, or by raising the 
duty on bhang and ginja Prom a humanity 
point of view interference is unnecessaiy The loss 
of lives is very small, even if it is conceded that 
the 111 es of falars and mendicants should be saved 
Alcohol has been the curse of the country since the 
past few years I am strongly of opinion that 
any change m the existing sy stem is pohticallf 
unwise and unnecessary The evil is so insigni- 
ficant compared with the political danger in these 
days of agitation that the bhang and ganya 
subyeot should be left untouched I will state my 
leasous in full before the Commission 

40 Ganja smoking is lecommendcd in the caco 
of asthma and diseases of lung It is also 
given to buff iloes with the obyeot of taunng an 
increased flow ot milk Bhang leaves are also used 
foi fumigation, cases of piles, fistula of anus 

41 A model ate use of bhang is beneficial, it 
creates appetite it alleviates the effects of fatigue, 
its effects are of a mild exlulaiant cba-aotei and 
free fiora any tendency to commit violence or self- 
destiuctiou Excessive bbaiig-diinkeis do not 
suffer m health 

A moderate use of ganya is not baimful, it 
is a febrifuge m ra ilarious distncts it enables 
the consumer to keep up the vital poweis 
Excessive ganya-smokers suffer n health if they 
do not get nourishing food Insanity, impo- 
tenoy and consumption are the results of excess ve 
smoking Excessive use produces deiangement 
of the mental powei It has the effect of iinpaii- 
lug the moral sense 

43 Most decidedly 

44 Bhang effects — Succession of tliouglits in 
the case of occasional drinkers, concentration and 
cbeei fulness in the c iso of moderate daily drinkers, 
lefieshing, pioduce cooling sensation, create appe- 
tite 

Ganja effects — Moderate smokeis do their woik 
well , produce little intoxicitioii, last for a very 
sboit time Excessive ganya-smokers aie weak 
and ill fed Exeessive use of ganya destioys 
appetite, undeimines the v 1 t. 1 l poweis, and leads to 
insanity in many cases 

49 A model ate use of bhang is made by pios- 
titutes as an aphiodisiao 

51 The use of bhang and ganya is harmless 
from a criminal point of view 

53 and 54 I think not 

60 No 

56 Already answered 

58 I am perfectly acquainted with the system , 
it woiks well as far as Guyarat is concerned 

59 No improvement is necessary 

60 No change is needed 

65 to 67 I think no attempt should be made 
to raise revenue According to the accounts of 
the farmer, the total consumption in the Surat 
distnct in lb92-93 was as shewn below — 

B Mannds 

Ganya . , 103 

Bhang . . ,45 

vol vn 


The revenue in the same year amounted to Rs 
2,800 Any attempt to raise levonue fiom this 
source will be regarded as i blunder by nght- 
thiuking people The iiiciease will be very small 
and the excitement and ill feeling among the" 
lower classes will unneeessiiily be cieated without 
any coriesponding advantage It Rs 10 ate 
levied on a mauiid, the total levenue in the Suiat 
district will be about Rs 1,480 If bhang and 
ginya are made as dear as liquoi, the obiect will 
notbeseived, and people will take to diiulang 
liquoi so far as then means will peimit 

68 There are very few houses or shops. The 
consuraeis do not behave badly The houses are 
not m any way obyeetion.ible 

69 People are not consulted I do not think 
it necessary to do so I am of opinion that the 
Municipality of the town should be consulted in 
respect to liquor and bliaug and ganya shops 

Oial evidence 

Question 2 — (3) An Akhada is a kind of private 
club in the house of a piivate smokei of ganya 
where the people go to smoke ganya A man 
going there must ordinarily be kuovvn to the 
owner of the house 

Question 34 — In Guyaiat Kunhis and Kolis are 
the piincipnl agiicultnial classes They eat opium. 
Theiefore very few cultivators in Guyarat take 
ganya Again 111 Gnyai at and Broach, liquol pre- 
vails , and liquor drinkers do not take ganya or 
bhang Only m cities is theie any appreciable 
consumption by cultivators in Guyaiat As to 
the labonnng classes, there is no consumption 
among skillet! labourers , and the lowei labonnng 
classes ns a 1 ule take liquor Artizans then do 
not as a 1 ule take hemp drugs The consumption ot 
hemp dings in the whole of Guyaiat is veiy 
inconsiderihle, especially ganya The evil effects 
on exces'ive ganya smokers are appreciable, hut 
only in exeessive cases These are very few , that 
IS to say', the extreme cases in which excessive oon- 
suinpfion has injuiious effects are very few I 
have seen occasionally a man ruined by ganya , not 
any one hopelessly ruined and unfit for every 
thing These aie found in cities and very rarely 
111 taluka tow ns One in fifty thousand there may 
be, but not moie If I examined all the Akhadas, 
I do not think I could find more than one or two 
I do not behove that six 01 seven social wrecks 
could be found due to giuya in any taluka town in 
Sill it You might find two 01 three m a place 
like Barsa We find more such cases in respect to 
liquor A true social wreck cannot be found, 
except lein emaciated fakiis who smoke ganya 
They never had any thing to lose and can haidly 
be said to be wiecks 

As to then inyurious effects on the people, 
I think that young men have died from liquoi- 
dunkiug and that the effects of ganya and 
hemp are, compared with this, insignificant The 
I liquoi habit is inci easing among om people Not 
so the use of drugs There is no reaction here 
against liquor I think that if the lower classes 
took to dings instead ot hquoi, it would be to 
their advantage, especially bhang Bhang is ad- 
mittedly haimless, even in excess Opium-eating 
IS better than ganya-smoking , and opium smoking 
IS worse than ganya 

Question 44 — Such work ns moderate smokers 
have to do, they do well Moderate smoking is 
harmless if accompanied with piopei food It 
assists haid woik 

I think seven out of eveiy ten extremely exces- 


I 
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<ive smolers would become insinej not fit to g-o to 
Ibe Colaba Asylum, but cieatuies that aie unfit lor 
luy thing except smoking I have seen such in 
temides, fakirs and such people, m temples all day 
smokmg with red eyes None of them insane 
■,ueb as you would send to the asjlum I have 
not seen an insane peison from hemp drugs I do 
not know, of couise, how lunatic asylum statistics 
ale prepaied I do not think tliefe is a popular 
belief that ganja makes a man mad, but that it 
makes him thus indifferent to the affaiis of life 
iiid t iking to smoking at the temple I am sure 
1 hat there is no populai belief that gan]a is respon- 
sible for a large propoition of the lunatics in 
isyluras I speak of Gu 3 aiat 


55 — I think that dings aie cheaper 
than liquor If they are made equally dear, then 
people will take to liquor, which is an ohyection 
Also I think that for political and leligious reasons 
the taxation of drugs should not he laised I would 
not, however, abolish the present taxes, to which 
the people have become accustomed The hold that 
the ascetics, sadhus and fakirs have on the people 
cannot he overrated in its political connection wnth 
this question. It would bring ogitalion(at present 
confined to the higher classes) down to the lower 
classes, who follow these sadhus completely The 
8 idhus and fakirs use the drugs religiously 


25 Bmdence of Eao Bahadtte Vvankatesh Bapuji ’Wadekah, Deputy 

Collecloi , Almednagai' 


1 My duty lequiies me to examine ganya and 
bhang shops It also hiings me sometimes into 
contact with men cultivating ganja 

2 Except lound ganya all these definitions may 
he accepted for this proiince Tliese pioducts aie 
locally known by the names heie given in this 
question 

3 I have no knowledge of the distiicts where it 
spontaneously grows 

4 It 16 not known by diffeient names in this 
distnot, since it does not grow heie 

6 and 6 The wild hemp plant is not grown in 
this district, so the information c died for regard- 
ing it IS not available 

7 Yes The cultivation of the hemp plant foi 
pioductioii of ganya, bhang and its seeds is made 
at the following places in this district in my 
chaige m the quantity given ag iinst them— 


QoAMirr OF 


Taiuea 


A cvrasa 


Shewgaum 




VlLlAOB 

fl Kukane 
I 2 'Jaidi 
I 3 Mnngiul 
^ 4 Bhenda 
5 Cliendiilo 
G Dewgari 
\J7 Hme 
8 Miri Maka 


'liBgaum ■) 

2 Kundaiiga > 

(.3 Gevrai J 


Ganya 


1 About 800 
}• mannds of 
ganya 


Bhang 


Only soed, 

S 

300 maunds 
of ganya 


30 maunds 
of bhang 


Kopeigaum taluka pioduces 300 maunds of 
ganya only 

8 Since the introduction of the Ahlmu Act, 
theie has been deeiease in the aiea under cultiva- 
tion, owing to the lestnctions imposed on the sale 
of ganya and the necessity of ohtainiiigpei mission 
to prepare ganya though not to giovv it 

9 hrigated and well manured black soil is 
requiied tor its cultivation It is sown exactly 
like yowaii Hoeing and weeding are lequiied to 
he done every fortnight The season for sowing 
ganya is about the end of July One month after 
the seed begins to germinate, a man is lequired to 
examine daily the plants and destioy the male 
ones, lest they should cause the neighbouring 
female plants to fail. The hemp plant tikes 
lAiree mouths to produce floweiing tops 

10 No They aie of the same class as other 
agneiiltural cultivatois. 


11 and IS No 

18. No. Its cultivation is common to all 
districts It IB giown m almost all the talukas of \ 
this district more or less except Janikhed and 
Akola, the soil of which is not adapted to the cul- 
tivation of the hemp plant, winch requires black 
rich soil, which is rare in these talukas owing to 
there being lulls in them The conditions favour- 
able to the cultivation of this plant are hot cli- 
mate, black O’ red soil, and the rainfall should be 
moderate 

14 All these products are prepared in this pro- 
vince Where and to what extent these are pre- 
pared are mentioned in answer No 7 

16 The pioparation of the cultivated hemp 
plant is made m seven! particulais, such as (I j 
mayum otherwise called y alciiti, (2) gnlkaiid, (8) 
boya, (4) bhang or ghota, (5) charas The pre- 
paration of the cultivated hemp plant is made in 
several particulars, such as mayum or y akuti, gul- 
kand, hoyn, ghota, charas, bhang and ganya The 
methods of the preparation are as undei — 

Mojum or yolvti — Eirstdiied heads of ganya 
are perfectly cleaned and washed with watei 
Afteiwaids they aie mixed with ghee in the pro- 
portion of four seers of gnnja to one seer of ghee 
Tlien the mixtuie is kept boiling conbnuously for 
two or three days, adding watei to it to pi event 
the ghee being diied up and to extract the essence 
till the colour of the ghee is changed to green 
Then it is filtered into another pot and allowed to ^ 
remain undisturbed for some time The green 
coloured ghee freezes ard floats upon the suiface 
of watei It IS then gently taken out by means 
of blades of knives This ghee is then mixed 
With melted sugar m the latio of four seers of 
sugar to five tolas of the ghee, and other sweet- 
scented spices are added to it The mixtuie is 
then formed into pieces called mayum or yakuta 

Gnllaiid — Gulkand is piepaied by a mixture 
of sugar and rose floweis This mixtuie is kept 
foi sev eral day s in the sun in an air-tight pot 
Afteiwards the heads of ganya are perfectly clean- 
ed and mixed with the so prepaied gulkand, which 
IS chiefly used by some of the neb 

Boja —Sixteen seers of pounded ynvvari is fust 
boiled and then dried up To this koshtkolanyan 
(22 tolas), hliang (two pounds), davana (five tolas), 
hnesboots of jowaii (ten tolas), marwa (five tolas), 
and kachni (five tolas) aie mixed This mixture 
IS kept in a pot for one day and is then called 
boya It IS mixed with watei in the latio of 15 
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SORTS o£ watei to 30 seers o£ bojn aud filteied 
The hltrate becomes useful for dunking purposes, 
aud IS used m the Sholapnr district 

Ghota — For the preparation of ghota, bhang 
IS taken and subjected to the opeiation of cleaning 
and washing seveial times, till it gets free fiom 
all diit It IS then washed and (iltered through 
cloth The filtiate is then dnmk eithei with oi 
without milk and spices This drink is tcimed 
bhang or ghota 

Gfiaras — Charas is not specially prepared It 
IS a resinous matter of the hemp plant which 
sticks to the hands of those who harvest ganja 

Ganja — Ganja, which consists of flowering 
tops of cultivated female hemp plants is, after 
being dried and trodden, cleaned and washed with 
water five or six times, is then squeezed with the 
hand m ordei that it m ly bo free from water and 
then smoked w itli tobacco 

16 It is not jirepared m fields hut in houses 
I meiu the drink called bhang is not prejiaicd m 
fields Tiie bhang have*' are brought from fields 
aud are subjected to the pi ocess described m the 
last preceding answer tlirt such preparation imj 
serve ns a drink TTiid bemp plant is a rarity in 
tins dishict, so no ganja or chuas is known to be 
prepared from it 

17 Ganja and charas are prepared fiom the 
plant by cultivators As to ganja vvliicli has to 
undergo some more process before it is consumed, 
the consumer makes it leady for use, washes it 
some five or SIX times and clearing it of its dirt 
and other impurities uses it In the same manner 
bhang, otherwise called ghota, is made ready by 
the consumer himself It is only majum which 
is sold loadj-made bj native perfumers 

]8 Yes Ganja, bhang, and charas deteiiorafo 
by keeping them more th m a year Yes , after 
two jcars it looses its intoxicatiug effect entirely 
and becomes useless Deterioration is more due 
to exposure than to an j tiling else Should these 
drugs be kept in b xes, or places whtoh aro air- 
tight and proof against moistuio, cto , they would 
keep longer than usual 

19 Gnuja and clinias arc used for smoking 
Ganja in tlii« part of the country is also used by 
natives as tonic and to arrest tbo motions of 
bowels It IS giv en as medicine both to human 
beings and cattle 

20 None except the ganja cultivators can get 
charas for smoking, being produced in very small 
quantity It is therefore never brought to market 
for sale. Gaiija smoking is not restricted to ary 
particular class of people , but it is used bj a j 
mujonty of fakirs, bairagis, gosavis and other 
mendicants There is hardly a village in this 
district wh°?e it is not smoked more or less by tlie 
above named people or cultivators and other 
labounng clas 

21 A.S in this district the only ganja produced 
IS flat, no 'Other but the fiat one is used for 
smoking. 

22 Nativ c charas is alwaj s used 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking 

24 Eating of majum, a kind of preparation ol 
hemp diiig, is indulged in generally by debauelices 
Then piopoition is onepei cent of tbo popnlnticn 
of this district The pieparation of hemp diug 
used for dunking called ghota is used by IWaivva- 
diB, bairagis and a few biabmins. The piopoi- 
tion of Marwaids is 20 per cent, buragis 90 
jicr cent , Brahmins 04 per cent. Eating pre- 
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vails in large places where native perfumes aie 
sold. Drinking IS pievalent at places whexe there 
is a Manvadi and hairagi population 

25. Theio is no eiact data on which to base an 
answer to this question Our every-day experience, 
however, shows that the use of the=e drugs 
amongst higher classes is considerably on the 
decre ise , whereas the lowei classes having taken 
more to the use of these drugs is on the mciease 
The cause of ineiease can be ascribed to the com« 
paratively heavy lates of country and foreign 
liquors at which they are sold 

26 (a) 15 per cent, 

{b) 10 pei cent 

(c) 5 per cent 

{(1) 3 per cent 

27 These people aie mainly taken fiom the ' 
j following classes — 

(a) Lahouiers, (6) fakirs, (c) beggars, [d) 
sadbus {ascetics}, [e) traders and sei wants 

Beggars, fakirs and sadhns (ascetics) use it to 
allay hunger. The others use it for pleasure's 
sake 

28 (a) One quarter of an anna's worth of 
ganja or bhang 

{h) One anna w orth of ganja or bhang 

29 Tobacco is used ordinanly with ganja to 
make the latter bum easily^ as it is used wet in 
smoking Dhatura is more intoxicating It is 
mixed by offenders to 'make then victims swoon 
when they want to piactise fi-ind without being 
detected of the same Bhang is mixed with al- 
monds, sugar-candy, ginger, caidamoms and poppy 

; seeds by the rich The poor use bhang with coaise 
sugar The object of mixing bhang with other 
ingredients is to make it a cold drink and give a 
kind of flavour to it The above-mentioned in- 
gredients constitute bhang m issala 

30 Respectable peisons use it in sohtnde. 
Their proportion is about 6 per cent 30 per cent, 
use it m company It is particnlaily confined to 
male sex. Some prostitutes do smoke, but then 
number is too small Haiflly any child uses it 
except for medicinal purposes 

31 The ease or difficulty in forming the habit 
of consuming these dings, I think, depends on 
one’s nature It may be liked by some, while it 
maj' disagree with others Experience, however, 
shows that it is difficult for those who are in the 
habit of using these diugs to breik off the habit, 
Yes, there is a tendency 'm the case of all these 
drugs foi the moderate Inbit to develop into the 
exccssiv e 

32 The god Shiv is fond of the bhang dunk 
called ghota So the devotees of the god Shivon 
a particular day chilled Slnvaratn mix ghota with 
the juice of sugarcane and offer it to the god and 
nso the itmaiiider for themselves Except this 
custom, I am not aware of any other custom, either 
social or religious It is not regarded veiy essen- 
tial It IS temperate and is not likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit oi otheiwise injurious 

33 It IS regarded as vice by the public The 
public opinion (social) is against the practice 
The diBiepute attached to the u«e ot these naicoties 
is attributable to their intoxicating influence nndei 
winch then user icinains foi some time Befoie ' 
harvesting hemp plants aio woi shipped like other 
agnciiltiinl pioduce, the object being to invoke 
the assistance of the ngncultuial deity in securing 
ihgible piiich.ise 
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34- For some days at least the consumer fore- 
going the use of the drug would feel languid, 
dispirited, deiected and weak Hut the effects ot 
the disuse of the diug by the consumer would not 
be moie seiions than this 


85 Yes, it would m my opinion be feasible 
to prohibit the use of these drags The consumers 
are not materially benefited by the use of these 
dings except that they feel chteiful while under 
its influence Fakirs, bairagis, etc , who hare no 
mtaus at their command to enpy themselves other- 
wise, seek en 303 Tnent in tiie use of the=e drap 
Y'es,^ the ding would be consumed illicitly The 
jirohibition can, I think, be only enfoiced by 
piohibiting absolutely the cultivation ot this drug 
The prohibition would at the outset engeudei 
consideiable discontent among the consumers, the 
majority of whom aie beggais Then discontent 
would never amount to a political dangei Thi 
prohibition, houever, is likely to inciease the use 
of aleohohc stimulants or othei drags less ex- 


pensive, such as dhatura, which is more in^uiious 
than hemp drug 


36 At piesent theieis no reason to apprehend 
that alcohol is being substituted for hemp drugs 
But thepiohibition to use them might, it is feaied, 
lead then consumeis to the use of these di ugs as 
labouring classes and beggars often stand lu need 
ot some intoxicating dings to make light the eflects 
of tiie fatigues of tlieir labour 

37 Yes The former is more intoxicating 
Chill IS has a moie intoxicating effect than ganja, 
it being the essence of the hemp plant It is med 
in smoking, simply by adding godakho to it, 
while ganja is first peitectiy cleaned and washed 
with w itcr, and by mixing tobacco with the so- 
cleaned gaiija it IS used for smoking Ganja is 
easily procuiable at shops But chaias cannot be 
had in maikets 


38 Round ganja is not piepared in this pait of 
the country Flat ganja ha» a moie intoxicating 
effect on consumers than chur Chur is nothing 
bus a powdei-like substance that lomams at the 
bottom of the ganja prepared and collected Cbm 
IS used for smoking only, while ganja is used foi 
vaiious prepaiations 

39 The smoking of aay pieparation of the 
hemp plant is moie injurious than dunking oi 
eating the same or any other prepaiation, because 
smoking is hurtful It affects lungs and cliest, 
pioduees cough and excessive heat m the system 
and dues up blood While in dunking and eating 
it has a beneficial effect on the constitution, 
inasmuch as it cools the eastern It is thereloie 
consumed even by higher classes in the hot season 

40 Yes Bhang or ganja is mixed with 
powders made of other ingredients and used in the 
treatment of cattle disease 


41 The moderate use of ganja, bhang oi charas 
IS beneficial in its effects — 


(a) It has a digestive power 

(5) It gives staying-power under seveie exer- 
tion or exposuie and alleviates fatigue 

(c) It destroys the bad effects resulting from 
unwholesome watei 


The tendency of the people m using the drug 
IS mainly to secure the effects stated above Tht 
lefeience is applicable to the moderate habitual 
uud occasional users To the latter the effects are 
prompt and quick 


42 The moderate n^e of these drags is haimless 
ns well as beneficial, because it possesses the 
quality of exciting apjetite and powei of digestion 


It IS also astiingent, gives lefreshiiig sleep, and 
enables its user to oveicome the effects of fatigue 

43 Yes They are quite inoffcnsue to their 
neighbours 

44 Habitual consumers do not get any intoxi- 
cating effect by a moderate use of any of these 
drugs It 18 lefresliing, It does not produce 
intoxication It does not allay hungei , on the 
central v it excites it It creates appetite The 
effect lasts foi a couple of hours As to after- 
effects, theie are practically none Yes , the want 
of subsequent gratification produces longing and 
uneasiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
does not produce any noxious effects — physical, 
mental or moral It would impair tlie eoiistitu- 
tion to a ceitain extent should no substantial food 
be taken It does not injure the digestion It 
cieates appetite It arrests dysentery. Habitual 
ganja smoLmg would done cause bionohitis unless 
it IS follow ed by substantial food I have never 
heard that the use of these drags causes asthm i 
It does irapaii the moral sinse It does not in- 
duce laziness, but it leads the consumers to habits 
of immorality. It does not deaden the intellect 
or pioduce insanity if used in moderation 

46. A person consuming any of these dings 
evcessivcly would, I think, be subject to all the 
barms referred to in the last preceding question. 
The excessive use of these drags is al«o calculated 
to de iden the intellect and produce insanity I 
am unable to .say whether the insmity due to 
habitiinl excessive use of these drugs is temporaiy 
or peimanenf, as I have seen only one or two cases 
of tins kind 

47 and 48 No 

49 The moderate use of these dings IB said to 
be practised in a few nislances as an aphiodisiac 
It IS 60 used by a few dissolute peisons who aie 
unable to afford to indulge in alcohol, wliicli is 
more evpensive It is never known to be injurious, 
nor IB it known to produce impotence 

60 1 he excessive use of thera drags is never 
practised as an aphrodisiac It is never prac- 
tised by peisons of dissolute thaiactei It is 
leally more injurious than its u^e as an ordinary 
narcotic Excessive use is said to be pioductue 
of impotence 

51 Bad characters aie not necessarily habitual 
moderate consumers of any of tliese drags. The 
moderate use of these drugs has no connection 
with crime in general oi with any special ciime 

52 As the excessive use of these drugs by bad 

cliaracteis IS likely to 'expose them tbioiigh their 
intoxicating effects, I think there is the least 
chance of excessive use of these drugs bein" 
made by bad characters ° 

53 Excessive indulgence m any of these drags, 
I believe, mcitos to unpiemeditated violence I 
know of two cases in which excessive ganja 
smokers became insane and weie in the habit of 
thiovving stones at passers-by 

54 These drugs are never heard of being special- 
ly used by ciirainals with the express object of 
foitifying themselves to commit any act of vio- 
leoee or other crime 

55 rriminals m order to further their designs 
are Lnown to induce their victims to paitake of 
majum, a preparation of ganja, and theieby 
stupefy the latter -To secuie complete stiipefac- 
tion by means of this drug admixture of dhatura 
IS said to be necessary 
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56 (o) The effects of hemp used m moderation 
■Tflien modified tiy the admixture o£ foreign sub- 
stances except dhatnra aie harmless 

(5) If used in excess they are injurious to 
health 

I am not aware of an instance in which the 
admixtuie of dhatuia foi personal consumption 
is used But I hear that dhatura is added some- 
times by criminals to majum for administering to 
their victims, when its effects are veiy dangeious 
Oftentimes the victims turn out insane 

57. Charas is nevei eaten or diunk as far as 
I know It IS either mixed with ganja or 
gudakho and smoked Ganja is only smoked 
Char is has a stronger effect It stupefies one at 
once, that is, sooner than ganja, and the stupoi 
lasts longer Ganja if smoked stupefies one also 
at once but the stupor does not last long When 
bhang is drunk as ghota or when majum is eaten 
it has also stupefying effects like ganja 

58 I considei the pie^ent system of excise 
administration in this province in respect of hemp 
drugs as woiking well 

59 1 do not think it is capable of any improve- 
ment 

60 I think the piocess of its preparation is 
sufficiently contiolled As to its cultivation there 
IS little need ot ooutiol on it 

61 Charas, as stated above, is pioduced in too 
small a quantity to find market for it What 


little IS pioduced is consumed in fields So there 
IS haidly any necessity for special measures to 
control the piocess of its prepaiation 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
prodnetion of bhang is, I think, sufficiently con- 
trolled at piesent 

63 I think the present system of (a) whole- 
sale (i) retail vend of (1) ganja, (2) bhang, oi then 
pieparations is flee fiom any objection 

64 1 have no objections to the existing legula- 
tions governing the export and import of these 
drugs and their piepaiations 

66 I think the taxation referred to m this 
question is quite reasonable 

66 and 67 No 

68 As to such hou=es or shops theie aie none 
in this piovince 

69 The wishes of the people are consulted 
before a shop is opened in any locality For this 
purpose application bearing the signatnies of the 
residents in a locality is submitted to the Collectoi, 
who sends it to the mamlatdai of the place foi 
enquiry and repoit Permission to oppn a shop 
is gi anted should the mamlatdar lepoit that 
there is necessity foi it 

70 The production of hemp plants being 
abundant in this district, there is no impoitation 
or smuggling of hemp dings from Native States 


26 JEoidence of B'liHA.D'uit Dadabhai Deenshah, JPai st, Suzur Deputy 

Collectoi' and MagistraiCt 1st Class, Kaira. 


1 1 had bad opportunities foi several years before 
18b0 of coming into daily contact with a few 
pereons, «ome of them in well-to do circumstances, 
and others of the tlass of peons in Government 
office®, and foot and mounted constable®, who weie 
habitual as well as occasional consumers of ganja 
Some of them consumed it in excessiv e and some 
in model ate quantities , some had, after indulgence 
in it 111 excessive quantities, levelled to modera- 
tion 01 ceased iltogether to smoke ganja Now and 
then I had had occasion to notice gangs of bairagi®, 
fakirs, and such like wandeiing tubes, who resort 
to ganja-sinoking as a rule, and with whom some 
of the persons refericd to above by me used some- 
times toas'ociate Since 1882 I have been living 
at a short distance from people of the labouring 
classes, a very laige portion of whom are addicted 
to ganja smoking. After the receipt of Govein- 
mentoiJers, 1 endeavoured to seek information 
fromeverj diiection wheie I thought there was a 
possibility of my getting leliable particulars 1 
iiave consulted police officers, abkari inspectors, 
licensed vendoifi of ganja and bhang, ganja and 
bh.ng consumers, including those who have given 
up the u®e of ganja iftei indulgence in it for 
some time, and fi lends in all the distiiuts of 
Gujaiat, who aie more or less conversant with the 
subject 

2 Charas and chur are not imported into and 
sold in this district Flit ganji onlv is imported 
and sold in this distiict, and it is known as ganja 
Bhang goes under that name onlj ilii ost as a loile 
Sometimes it is called snbji 

3, I am not aware of any. 

4 Vide answei tq No 3. ' 

5 and 6 I do not know 


7 For its fibre the hemp plant is cultivated in 
several talukas of the Kaiia distiict The follow- 
ing are the jiaiticulars conceining it — 


1 

TlLUKl 

Iir THE RETE’TOB 

X£AB 1S91 02 

Ik tq? uktekus 
T2AB 1892 93 

Area under caltira^ion j 

Area under cultivation 


A 

G 

A. 

0 

I^latar 


21 

1 

19 

Kspadtran] 

38 

^9 

61 

6 

Noriad 

11 

8 

1 


lloraad 

1 

2vi 

2 

21 

Anand 



9 

2o 

Total 

C3 

6 

1 79 31 


8 Before the intioduetion of the Bombay 
Abkari Act (Act V of 1878) hemp plant was 
cultivated in a small aiea m two of the villages 
of the Kapadvvanj tiluka of this distnct for the 
production of ganja and bh mg The seed required 
to be sown in one bigha for bhang was about lu 
pounds The largest yield of bhang pei bigha in 
good soil was about 25 local maunds, and the 
aveiage yield m middle-class soil was from 5 to 10 
local maunds In about 8 ^ acres of land hemp 
plant for the production of bhang was cultivated 
in the village of Anti oh In about 26 guntas of 
land hemp plant for the production of gauja was 
-cultivated m the village of Badarpur Incon- 
sequence of the lestnotions imposed by the 
Abkan Act foi the tiansport and export ot ginja 
ind bhang and for their sale and possession, the 
cultivaiion was given up as troublesome and un- 
remunerative From a very reliable source I have 
been infoimed that hemp plant for the production 
of bhang was cultivated in a small aiea in the 
Paldi village of the Daskiohi taluka of the 



46 


Abmedabad Golleetoiate, but the mamhtdar of 
Daskrohi, to whom a reference was made by me, 
lias not been able to eonfiim ray infoiraation My 
infoiimnt, howevei, most empbatieally assures me 
that It was cultivated Its cnituation there was 
ffiven up also sincG tliGiutioductiou of the Bombay 
Abkaii Act 

9 The methods of cultivation of hemp plant for 
bhan" and ganja weie almost similar to those 
deserTbed in lettei No 562, dated dOth August 
1893, from the District Deputy Collector of 
Bippur, attached to lettei No 47o2, dated 11th 
September 1893, flora the Commissioner of 
Customs, Salt, Opium and Ablmri, to the Chief 
Secietaiy to Government, Revenue Department 

10 They were of the same classes ns other 
agricultuial cultivatois 

14 No 

18 Bhang deterioiates in quality nftei one 
yeai, and ganja begins giadnally to lose its in- 
toxicating qualities geiieially after a year, and 
becomes unfit foi smoking alter two years. The 
above aie the peiiods foi which bhang and ganja 
lemiin good with ordinary care Damp weathei 
affects them, from which they ought to be pro- 
tected as much as possible Want of such pre- 
cautions leads to then eaily detenoration No 
special lemedies aie known which cau preserve 
then quality from the effects of time 

19 Charas is not at all imported for sale into 
Gujaiat Sometimes bairagis and fakirs bring it 
with them in small quantities, and people who 
habitually associate with them are offeied to 
smoke it Gaiija is almost exclusively used foi 
smoking To a very limited extent it is used in 
the prepaiation of majum or pik, oryakuti The 
mapim piepaied with the admutuie of ghi 
obtained by boiling small leaves with w iter and 
gin docs not deterioiate in as shoit a time as 
may lira piepaied with bhang glii, Ganja majum, 
if prepared with care and skill, keeps good foi 
ibout sis mouths, while bhang majum becomes 
laneid in half that penod 

20 In all localities, and generally all classes of 
people smoke ganyi Those belonging to the 
highei classes of Hindus as well as Musalmans do 
not smoke openly, and do not admit) that they aie 
addicted to it In the districts of Gujaiat from 
foui to five per cent of the population aie habitual 
ganya smokeis , but as they almost, as a rule, 
belong to the class of male adulta, the percentage 
of ganya smokers to the male adult population may 
he said to amount to something like 14 per cent 
The population of the town of Kaiia, according to 
the last census, is 10,101, and of males of the age 
of 20 years and upwards, 2,881 The total 
number of persons who indulge m ganya smoking 
are loughly estimated at 400 

21 Plat ganya only is impoited into the distiict 
of Gujarat foi sale, 

22 Chaias is not at all imported and sold 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking 

2'i- All classes of people moie or less drink 
bhang during the hot season as a cool beveiage, 
but in the districts of Ahmedabad and Kaiia°its 
use IS not so geneial as in the districts of Bioach 
ind Surat Well-to do people use it in larger 
numbers than the poorer cksses, b cause bhang 
drink IS a little expensive when compaied with 
ganya smoking 

25 CharTs is not at all used Bhang is used 
to a very limited extent only foi drinking diiimg 
the hot season As to the extent of the use o'? 


ganya for smoking, please see answer to question 
Np 20 The use of ganya does not appear to 
have either mci eased or decreased to such an 
extent as to draw attention The chief consiimeis 
of the drug me baiiagis, fikirs, aud mendicants, 
and people of the lower classes Bairagis and 
fakiisliveon alms, and are not able to spend 
much on intoxicants, which natur.ally confine them 
to ganya The income of the lower classes is 
also very' limited, and they, therefore, prcfei 
ganya to othei di inks or drugs as less costly 
Ganya and bhang for the yirepaiation of mayum oi 
V akuti, aie not used to the same extent now as in 
foimer years Before the introduction of the 
Bombay Abkaii Act seveial persons iii large towns 
used to make mayum or yakuti of \.anous quali- 
tics for sale Their trade m it has been put a 
stop to by the restnctions of the law Persons 
of respectable classes in good pecuniary circum- 
stances used to make mayum or yakuti at their 
houses, and m some cases very costly, by the 
admixture of vanons ingredients and minerals 
Members of the using generation do not feel 
inclined to put themselves to all the ti cubic and 
expense required for yakutis of superioi kinds 
in consequence of the facilities which have during 
the last few years increased for obtaiuuig couutiy’ 
confectioned liquor and foreign wines and spirits 
Ganya, however, was to such a very limited 
extent required for majums and yakutis that the 
discontinuance of its use largely in that direction 
cannot bo said to in any way have affected the 
quantity needed for geneial consumption 

26 Out of 100 ganya smokers— 

Four to six persons may be said to be exces. 
sive smokers, t e , those who generally spend 
two or three pice a day on ganya They, however, 
do not consume the whole quantity themselves , 
but each of such consumers has one or two com- 
panions either wholly smoking his (cxcossivo cou- 
sumoi’s) ganya, oi conti bating a little quantity 
out of his own (companion's) stock 

80 to 85 persons may be said to he moderate 
tonsnmeis, t e , those who spend from one pie to 
three pies on g in la daily They also smoke it m 
company, as mentioned above. 

About 10 per cent may be said to be oeeas)onal 
moderate smokers, t e , those who do not themselves 
spend money on ganya, but avail themselves of 
the offeis made by friends, and who, consequently, 
do nut get ganya to smoke eveiy day. 

These pat ticulars must be taken as confined to 
the town of Kaiia only, foi which I have endea- 
voured to obtain particulars Irom several gauja 
smokers It must also at tho same time be 
lemembered that it is, aftei all, the guess vvoik 
of a few smokeis > 

27 It IS estimated that m the town of Kaira 
theie .aie about 400 ganya smokers, of whom — 

about 200 are Bialimins, Banias, Shiavvaks 
Bhawsais, Sonis, Kunhis, etc , 
about 70 Musalmans, 
about 70 Dhaialas , 

about 60 Rayputs and travelling bairagis 
and mendicvuts. 

The same remark ipplies to this answei as to 
answei No 26 

28 Please see answei to question No 26. 

29 («) Tobacco is always mixed with ganyi 
used foi smoking, according to the taste and 
habits of the consumei genernlly, and an equal 
quantity of ganya and tob icco is mixed together 
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Some peisons lake one pait of tobacco and two 
parts of gania 

Tobacco IS mixed, it is said, foi two reisons, 

VIZ — 

(f) to snppiess the bad smell of ganja, and 
(^^) to moderate its effects on tbe tbroat. 

I hrve heard of two baiiagis in Kaiia who 
mixed some dhatura with gan]a to smoke One 
left Kaira several j ears ago, and the other, who 
had shifted to Khumarevad, a village about 
3 miles from Kaira, has left that place latelj 

Bhang beverage by tbe well-to do classes is 
prepaied in the manner desciibcd in the Bijapnr 
District Deputy Collector’s letter attached to the 
Customs Commissioner’s lettei No 4752, dated 
11th September 1893, to the Chief Secretary to 
Government Pool people mix black peppei and 
sometimes poppy seeds Bhang massala is not 
kept here ready for sale , but consumers of bhang 
buy as many ingiedients as they like, accoiding 
to their taste and means 

30 Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to be in company ot at least one or two 
jiersous, except those who indulge in ganja smok- 
ing secretly Generally speaking, ganja smoking 
IS confined to the male sex, and adult persons of 
all ages smoke it After aery minute enquiiies 
I was able to ascertain that three females smoke 
ganja in the town of Kaira One acknowledged 
to me that she smoked before, but gave it up 
about foui or five jeais ago The other two 
denied that they are ganja smokers Bhang 
beverage is partaken by females and childieu 
sometimes, but ganja, almost as a lule, is not 
given to ehildien to smoke 

31 The habit ot smoking is acquired if it is 
smoked on being offered ten oi fifteen times It is 
not difficult to break off tlie habit if the man is 
ible to practise groat self-denial for a few days, 
as fai as moderate consumeis are concerned Ex- 
cessive smokers, i e , tbo=e who spend tw’o or three 
jnce a day on ganja, find much difficulty in leav- 
ing off the habit, and for some days suffer from 
want of appetite, indigestion, heavj stomach, 
ennui, and do not feel inclined to woik Modeiate 
smokers suffer also in similar ways, but to a slight 
extent, and for about a week only In some few 
cases the modeiate habit develops into tbe exces- 
sive, but not to the same extent as is the case 
with regaid to opium and liquor 

33 Bhang dunking is not in any way looked 
upon as disgraceful oi degrading, and so is the 
case with regaid to the use of majum aiidjaknti 
Of courac, when pioper limits are exceeded, and 
tbe consumer by excessive use acquires the habit 
of losing self control and becomes an aniioj ance 
to others, be is kept at a distance and called a 
“bbangari” or “nishakbor ” But tbe same is 
the case with regard to the use ot intoxicating 
drinks or drugs of eveiy description With le- 
gard to ganja smoking tbe case is altogether 
difieient, as far as tbe higher classes aio coucemed 
Among them the hahit is eeitainly looked upon as 
unbecoming and disgraceful Ganja is considered 
to be intended foi mendicants, ban igis, and fakns, 
and people of tbe lower classes whose means are so 
slender as to put it beyond their means to indulge 
in any other iiitoxicatnig drink oi dmg 

It IS not the custom here to w'oiship the hemp 
plant on any occasion 

34 As far as bniragis, fakirs and mendicants are 
toncerned, jt would be a serious privation to them 
to be deprived of ganja smoking Baliagis belong 


to tbe Hindu and fakns to tbe Mnbamraadau 
religion They live on alms fiom their co-ieligion- 
ists, among whom liquor dunking is tieated as a 
sin Intoxication from hquor cannot be concealed, > 
and bairagis and fakns consuming it cannot hope, 
tbeiefoie, to leceive sympathy and alms fiom the 
membeis of their communities Liquor is at tbe 
same time too dear m compaiison with the cost of 
ganja Where a pice w oi th of ganja is sufficient 
to keep a man in a state of pleasant intoxication, 
a pint of liquor w'oith five annas would be re- 
quired In the ease of opium, there are no leligi- 
oiiB obstacles , but as regards tbe cost it cannot 
lake tbe place of ganja 

Bairagis, fakirs and mendicants, in order to doze 
away then time and to remain fiee fiom the 
effects of ennui, lequiie some intoxicant, and thej 
as well as tbeir co-rehgionists hax e for ages been 
accustomed to look upon ganja as the only drag 
suitable for their purpose As long as tbeie is 
nothing else equally cheap and effective to take 
tbe place of ganja, tbe consumers as well as the 
Ignorant public would view any restiictions in tbe 
way of ganja as a desijju to force people to ha\ e 
leeouise to alcohol and a danger to then religion 
As regaids numbeis, please see answer to ques- 
tion No 20 

35 Please ses answer to question No 84 The 
prohibition may not perhaps immediately amount 
to anything like a political danger , but tbe dis- 
content among tbe lower and ignorant classes 
would be so great as may lead to seuous em- 
bari issments on some ciitieal occasion Entiie 
prohibition is, therefore, not advisable As 
regards recourse to alcohol oi any othei drag, 
please see answei to question No 84 
86, Please see answer to question No 25 As 
far as the use of bhang and ganja for the pre- 
paration of majum and yakuti is conoeined, 
alcohol is to a very great extent substituted foi 
those drugs Those who are able to mix freely 
with Hindus and Muhammadans of Ingbei classes 
need no proof in satisfaction of tbe above facts 
It 18 an admitted fact and open secret that Hindu 
joutbs and middle-aged men have of late yeais 
greatly addicted themselves to the use of eoufee- 
tioned country hquoi and foreign wmes and 
spirits The vice has also to some extent spiead 
among the Muhammadans in the Ahmedabad and. 
Kaira districts Formerly, in Ahmedabad, at two 
or three shops, confectioned country liquor was 
sold to a limited extent Now-a-daj s it is sold 
at a good many shops in tbe city and tilukas, 
and the same is tbe case regarding tbe Kaiia 
district Those who, under tbe old state of 
things, would have remained consumers of majums 
and yakutis have become hquor drinkers 

37 It has alieady been stated above that 
ebaras is not imported into and sold in the dis- 
tnets of Gujarat Those who have on some 
occasions smoked charas say that’ its effects are 
much strongei than those of ganja, and that a 
veiy small quantity of it pioduces gieat intoxi- 
cation, In their opinion there is no furthei 
difference 

88 As flat ganja only is sold here, consumers 
are not able to furnish any information on this 
point 

39 Bhang is used for drinking purposes onlj 
and ganja for smoking, except when used foi 
majum and jakuti 

40 Bhang is used by native doctors m pills 
given to check dysenterj In tbe tieatmeut of 
cattle disease blnng oi ganja is not used in this 
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part , bat ganja in a small quantity mixed witli 
lawii IS given to boises sometimes to enable 
them to perfoim long louineys witboufc mucli 
feeling, through intoxication, the effect or fatigue 

41 (a) Those who are habitual model ate ponsum- 

eis of gan]a do not feel hunger till they have 
smoked it It cannot be said, however, to be 
beneficial in the sense of inereasing the appetite oi 
strengthening digestion Por a few days— say 
about a week — in the commencement, the consumei 
finds his appetite on the inciease, but thereafter 
he reverts to the normal quantity of his meals In 
then cases ganja smoking does not assist digestion 
In the case of occasional consumeis it assists 
digestion, and is smpljed with that object after 
heavy meals at diiinei parties 

(i) Consumers think that ganja smoking helps 
them to undergo exertion and fatigue better by its 
aid than otherwise they would be , but those who 
have smoked it for some yeais and given it up 
think that it is a mere delusion , that simply m 
consequence of the effects of mtoxieafion fatigue 
IS for a short time not felt on some occasions 

(c) Ganja is nevei used as a febiifuge Bhang 
IS drunk in fever cases by some persons, though 
not a large number, with a view to keep down the 
temperature of the body 

(d) To ward off the effects of bad water- 
supply, ganja is consideied by all smokers to be a 
sovereign lemedy Tiavellers in tracts where the 
water-supply is not good use it, accoiding to then 
opinion, with beneficial lesults, as far as the effects 
of bad water are concerned 

Persons in well-to do circumstances belonging 
to high castes do not, except in raie cases when 
travelling, smoke ganja to counteract the effects of 
bad water-supply, and do not also use it with a 
view to create appetite or stiengthen digestion 

42 Except as mentioned above, the use of ganja 
IS not in any way beneficial As far as modeiate 
u=e is conceined it is not haimtul if of good 
quality and well washed and cleansed before 
brought into use, provided the consumeis are in a 
positaon to get a pioper quantity of food and milk 
or ghi m a small quantity To debilitated con- 
stitutions it pioves injuiious aud gives use to 
bronchitis, asthma, and lung diseases It affects 
the sight also It is very hot in quality, and 
impairs virile powers more or less in all cases, and 
speciallv of those persons who are not able to get 
sufficient food I have come to these conclusions 
on a consideration of the constitutions of a good 
many ganja smokers whom I have seen flora day 
to day for a good length of time, as well as on a 
consideration of the account 1 have been able to 
collect fiom others 


43 Yes 

44 The habitual consumeis in moderate quan- 
tity of ganja feel hunger soon after they have 
smoked it. It produces intoxication, aud conse- 
quently the smokers feel themselves refieshed , 
but really speaking such is not the case in its pio- 
ppi sense Habitual moderate consumeis gene- 
rally smoke it tlmoe a daj', viz , in the morning, 
at noon, and in the evening Except in a few 
cases, the effects of the morning chillum 1 ists fill 
noon, and of the noon ehillum till the evening 
In a few cases the effects do not last for more 
than 2 oi 2^ hours If a consumei does not get 
his ehillum at the proper, time, he feels a slight 
headache and uneasiness and a longing for it 

45 Please see answei to question No 42 ns 
regards the effects of ganja smoking 

In some cases of young jieisons ganja smoking 
for a year oi two induces habits of debauchery, 

I but not to a greater extent than is caused by other 
intoxicants It does not generally induce laziness 
or impair the moral sense Except when taken 
excessively ganja smoking does not produofe in- 
sanity, 01 , except in a few cases, affect the intellect 

47 No 

49 Yakutis and majums made of bhang and 
ganja gin are used by lustful persons, generally 
males, with a view to strengthen the power ot 
dnmtion m the net of sexual intercourse Such 
use repeatedly tends to weaken the constitution 
and impairs, after a time, virile powers 

50 Excessive use of ganja for smoking for a 
length of time tends to produce impotence 

51 No instances are known to mo in which 
ganja smoking oi bhang drinking can be connected 
with crimes of a general oi special charactei 
Gamblers belonging to lowei classes are generally 
gauja consumers 

52 Please see answei to question No. 51 

58 No such instances haae come to my know 
ledge 

54 No such instances are known 

55 No such instances are known The con- 
sumeis think that, without ndmixtnie of some 
other drug, ganja smoking does not produce sucli 
complete stupetnction as to enable criminals to 
succeed in their designs on their victims 

6b No 

69 Generally not The use of bhang and 
ganja in these parts is so very small that it^seems 
to he a matter of no consideiation whethei loeil 
public opinion is consulted or not 


27. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Bhaskar Bad Bamchandra Heblikar, Brahmin, 

Deputy Collector, Sholapur 


1 I had to examine in my official capacity 
several shops selling bhang or ganja, and used to 
make enqnuies for the purposes of my administra- 
tion reports 1 have also made investigation into 
me t lets of the case, specially now is directed by 
Government 

2 They may he accepted They aie locally 
known as (I) ganja, (2) bhang, and (i) charas. 


3 In no distiict of which I have acquuntance 
does the hemp plant glow spontaneously' 

4 I know of one name (ganj i) by which the 
plant IB Called 

5 and 6 I have no information about wild 
hemp, as it does not grow in any of the distucts 
of which I have knowledge 
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/ The hemp plant is piown tor pioduction of 
ganja and bhang only It is cultivated in Surdi 
and Manegaum in Barai taluka, in Kowta in 
Sbolapur taluka, and in Kasegaum in Pandharpur 
taluka The cultivation extends to 45 acres and 
25 guntbas in the Sholapur district, on an aver- 
age struck from figures of thirteen yeais The 
iniiiimum extent of cultivation was 11 acres in 
Barsi 111 the vear 1883, and themaximnni was 100 
acres and 27 gunthas in Baisi and Pandharpur 
in 1875-76 

8 Theie has been no considerable increase or 
decrease recently 

9 Tlie land is first prepared and manuied at 
the rate of about two cart-loads per acre The 
seeds are east and beds are prepared as for garden 
crops with a View to water the crop The male 
plants aie subsequently removed For the first 
month the crop is watered every week and a little 
later afterwards 

10 They are of the same classes as other culti- 
vators 

11 and 12 *No, 

13 I cannot say that the cultivation is restnctod. 
I think it can lie grown in any black soil as 
a garden crop in a hot climate where the rainfall 
IS not excessive, as it is in the Concan 

14 Yes Only ganja and bhang arc prepared 
The places and the extent to which they aie grown 
have been named in the answer to question 
No 7 

15 No wild hemp plant is to be found in this 
pro\ ince 

The only products prepared are (1) bhang, (2) 
ganya from bhang ghota is prepared by the drug 
being well rubbed and mixed with milk or juice of 
sugarcane orith some spices, as almonds, saffron, 
etc This is drunk There is another piepaiation 
called majum which is made fiom bhang Bhang 
IS washed clean and water is squeezed off Ghee 
is then applied to it, ind the mixtiiieis then boiled 
in water for about two days. The liqnid part is 
then extracted and mixed with sj rup of sugar end 
hardened The substance is then made into square 
pieces and sold under the name of majum This 
is eaten The method of preparing boja is as 
follows — 

Jowari is coarsely ground and put in water for 
a few hours It is then poured into boiling water 
Bhang is well waimed in an iron pan and nicely 
powdered ami then put into the boiling jawan 
Some spices, as koshta, kolinjana and kuclila are put 
into the mixture and lemoved from the fire attcr 
the whole mixture is well boiled Some quantity 
of water IB then added to it, and the liquid squeez- 
ed off, which IS called boja 

Ganja is used for purposes of smoking only, 
mixed with dned leaves ot tobacco. It is never 
smoked singly 

16 Yes, except majum and boja, which are 
sold in shops Whether it can be prepared from 
the hemp plant, wherever grown, or from wild 
plants, cannot be explained, as the plant is only 
cultivated here, 

17 Ganja is used by weavers, fakirs and 
bairagis moie than others Bhang is in the same 
way used by Marwans Boja is used by Mahars 
and other low castes Majum is also used by 
Marwans to a gieater extent than others These 
drugs are also used by all other castes, except boja 
to a very small extent. 

18 Yes, they do. Nothing is khown about 
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I obaros, as it is not used here Bhang and ganja 
I entirely lose their effects aftei one year It 
deteiiorates sooner by being kept in damp places 
The only measure that can prevent deterioration 
IS to keep the drug in a warm place unexposed 

19 Ganja is used only foi smoking in the dis- 
tnets of which I have knowledge Charas is not 
used here 

20 The people who smoke ganja geneially aie 
weavers, Pardesis, Fakiis, Gosavis, Baiiagis and 
some Muhammadans The smoking of charas is 
not prevalent The pioportion of those smoking 
ganja in villages is insignificant The use is 
much prevalent in cities and laige towns, where 
the above classes of people are found in large num- 
bers Amongst these also the pioportion of ganja 
smokers is one per cent 

21 Flat ganja is generally used, and not round 
ganja or cbui in these parts 

22 Charas is not used in these parts 

23 Bhang is not used foi smoking in these 
paits 

24 Bhang is used for drinking by people in 
cities and large towns only It is only the Mar- 
waris who use it as ghota in the hot season as a 
cooling dianght Some of the other classes use 
the drink on the day of Maha Shivaratra in the 
night time The number of these is insigni- 
ficantly small The proportion of habitual drink- 
ers in cities and towns is one in a thousand of the 
whole population The low classes in cities use 
boja for dnnking Then proportion is one pei 
cent, of the whole population 

Bhang is eaten in the shape of a prepaiation 
called majum Its use is not confined to any par- 
ticular class, nor can the proportion be clearly as- 
certained 

25 The use of ganja seems to be stationaiy, 
and also of chaias or bhang The area of cultiva- 
tion has not increased or decreased appieciably, as 
appeals fiom the figures of 18 years Ganja is 
sold dearer every year, and hence the increase lu 
revenue due from license-holders 

26 Among four hundred consumers, the pro- 
portion may be put down as follows — 

Ganja — 

(а) 250 

(б) 25 

(c) 100 

(d) 26 

The same figures may be accepted for bhang 
in all its preparations taken together No figures 
can he supplied for cbui 

27 They aie taken from salis (t e ), weaveis, 
bairngiB, gosavis, and fakirs, who are generally 
of sedentary habits Those who work geneially 
use the drug on account of its cheapness and as 
a stimulant aftei fatigue They are generally 
poor Gosavis, hairagis and fakirs aie generally 
men of idle habits, and desire to while away their 
time m a state of intoxication. 

Cost Quantitj 

Ganja Bhang Ganja Bhang 

28 (a) Habitual 1 piCe 2 pice ^ tola. 1 tola 

consumers 

(4) Habitual Spice. 1 anna 1^ tola 2tolas 
excessive con- ^ 

Burners 

K 



60 


29 Dried tobacco is only mixed with gran]a by 
all smokers when smoking Nothing else is mixed 
with it What is mixed with bhang is already 
stated in the answer to question No 15 Dhatura 
IS never used m any of the mixtures The object 
of using tobacco is to make the preparation easy 
for smobng In the different preparations of 
bhang, the hquid is used for making the drug 
drinkable or eatable The other ingiedients are 
mixed only to give it good taste oi (la\our 

30 Bhang is generally prepared and drank 
privately, eithei singly, or in company of friends 
and gelations Ganja smokers form a company in 
several places The use is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to adults The diugs are not used 
by children 

31 The habit is easily foimed It is a little 
difficult to bleak off the practice of sraoLing ganja 
The tendency foi the model ate habit to develop 
into the excessive is to be found amongst smokers 
and not amongst eaters oi drinkers 

32 Theie is no such custom, social or religions 
It IS only on the night of the Maha Sliivaratra 
that some persons use the bhang drink, but the 
use IS neithei essential nor much prevalent 

83 The smokers of ganja are held m disiepute 
This may be said to be social public opinion 
Tliose who use bhang are not so rogaided Ganja 
smokeis are held in disrepute on account of their 
mental derangement, which results from tlie use 
of the drug Hemp plant is not worshipped by 
any sects of the people. 

34 I do not think it would, except in a few 
cases of ganja smokers If any would be made to 
f 01 ego, be would gratify his craving by means of 
tobacco Theie would be hardly any privation in 
the case of othei preparations 

35 I do not think the entire prohibition of the 
diug in places adjacent to foreign territory is 
feasible The drag will be easilj consumed 
illicitly The prohibition can be enfoiced by pro- 
hibiting the cultivation of tile drug I think 
that the piohibitioii would cause serious discontent 
amongst excessive consumers only of ganja 
There will be no political danger I do not think 
that the prohibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs to any ap- 
preciable extent 

» 36 There is no reason to think so 

37 Charas is not used in these parts, and so 
the diffeience in effect cannot be explained 

38 Flat ganja is generally used, and nob round 
ganja oi chui in these parts I think flat ganja 
is more appieciated than round ganja, the effect 
of intoxication being greater in the foimerthan in 
the latter 

39 Smoking seems to be more injurious than 
dnuLing or eating Smokers generally appear to 
be pale and weakened in constitution The 
mental derangement amongst stnol ers appears to 
be appreciable These effects do not appear to 
have been caused by drinking or eating the dru<r 
in anv foim 

40. No Bhang is sometimes used m the case 
of some cattle dise ises as a tome or cooling 
draught 

41 Bbang may be to a certain extent as a 
cooling dianght, as the general impression is 

{a) Not as a food accessory but digestive 

(d) Bhang may alleviate fatigue without pro- 
ducing bad effev-ts 

(c) No, so far as I know. 


Marwaris use bhang as a cooling c]ranglit after 
exhaustion in the hot season Seventy-five per 
cent of them use the drug Among consumers 
of ganja, the same numbei may bo said to use it 
foi one purpo'^e or other mentioned in (5) 

42 I consider that the moderate use of the 
drag, except smoking ganja, seems harmless I 
have not i ome across any instanpes in which the 
use of the drug in anj othei form has caused anj 
appreoiable injurj , bodily or mental 

41 Tes, they are 

44 He feels a craving, and eonsequcntlv the 
gratification seems to refresh him It produces 
intoxication, during which the user may not feel 
the keenness of hiingei Ganj i does not seem to 
{ reate appetite as bhang or majum seems to do 
The effect of lutoxioation stems to last for two or 
three hours There seem to be no pftei -effects, 
except those produced by gradual use The want 
of siihsequeiit giatihtation produces longing and 
consequent uneasiness 

45 liven moderate use of ganja for smoking 
produces noxious effects, both phjsienl and mental 
It does impair the constitution It seems to injure 
the ingestion and cause asthma It induces 
laziness , but docs not seem to lead to habits of 
immoiabtj oi debauchtiy It seems to deaden 
the intellect I have not seen instances m which 
tlie modprate use oi the drug has produeed m- 
eanity Long u-o produces mental derangement, 
making the user unlit for arj work requiung 
proper exorcise of the intellect 

46 The effects are in the same wav more 
noxious 111 proportion The excessive use of ganja 
by men of weak brains may produce insanity I 
know of only one lustance of the kind. 

47 No. 

48 No In the case I have quoted in my answer 
to question No 46, I have seen that the childreu 
of the tonsumei have not been affected in any vvaj 

49 It IS learnt that the modeiate use of these 
drugs IB practised as an aphrodisiac by prostitutes, 
and it IS thus more injurious than its use as an 
ordinary narcotic. The use of the hemp does not 
seem to produce impotence as a direct effect 

50 There seems to be no difference, except in 
the degree of its effects 

51 and 52 I have not learnt that there are I 
do not think that any such direct connection can 
bo traced 

63 No, neither 

64 I know of no instances, 

55 Yes, there havei been a few instances in 
which bhang was mixed with food in some shape 
I do not think complete stupefaction can be thus 
induced 

56 The admixture of ganja wi^h tobacco makes 
smoking easiei, ind that of milk or jnice of 
sugarcane makes bhang asreeable as a dnnk, and 
the effect is sooner produced Bhang is sometimes 
mixed with fried substances, in which form also 
it acts sooner 

57 I have never seen it eaten or drunk, nor 
have I heard in my enquiries that they are 

68 I think it is working well, but seems to 
lequiie imjirovement in two respects 

59 and 60 The cultivation aud hai \ esting ol 
gauja 01 bhang aie not properly controlled No 
speo’al inspection is made of its cultivation, non is 
th'e crop kept undei proper supervision, so, as to 
prevent illicit expo t or sale 'Ihere is nothing to 
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prertnt illicit sale to anyone liaving no peimit or 
I'ceosQ to sell the drug 

G1 No , and so I cannot answer the question 

62 I think it should be, and it would be ' 
feasible The Abkai 1 1 ncpector may go to the place 
where the crop is giown at'the time of the har- 
vest, have it reaped in his piesence, kept m a loom 
under his seal, and sold to letail vendors in his 
presence The cultivator of the ding should be 
required to give notice of the date of leaping the 
crop, and the time when the retail dealers may re- 
quire the drug for sale 

63 The objection to the system of wholesale 
sale of bhang and ganja is stated above The 
system of retail sale is open to one objection, which 
IS that the rates are not fixed by Government 
This leaves the retail seller at liberty to unduly 
profit himself at the expense of the consumer. I 
should say that the rates should be fixed as in the 
case of opium and other hke things 


64 None 

65 1 think it is, so fai as the present system is 
concerned Some change will have to be made if 
the rates of retail sale will be fixed 

66 No 

67. No, except as stated in my answer to ques- 
tion No 63 

68, None 

69 Eepresentations from the people are consi- 
dered, but there is toothing which can be called 
local option The number of shops is practically 
the same as it was before It the geneial public 
opinion hem favoiii of the removal of the shop, it 
should, I think, be considered 

70 I know not of any I think the imposition 
of duty on drugs used in British territory is evaded 
in veiy rate instances. 


28 Biidence of Eao Bahadttu Sitabam Damodab, Eusnr Deputy Gollector, 

Khandesh 


1 As Daftardar {Personal Assistant) to the 
Collector of Khandesh, I have seen the whole of 
the Khandesh district during the years 1890 91, 
1891-92 and 1892-93 and have come across men 
smoking ganjn and drinking preparation made 
from bhang, have made enquiries with them as 
to the effect of the drug, and have seen hemp 
plant fields 

2 These definitions might be accepted foi this 
district It would, however, be well to note that 
in Sanslirit the plant is known as “viinya” 
(piomotcr of success), and the Hindu mythology 
gives the history of it, that the plant was pro- 
duced when the gods were churning tlic ocean 
with Mount Mandara The preparation from it 
is held as a faiouiitc drmk of Indra, the Hindu 
deity 

In this district the distinctions of gaiija, such 
as flat, round or chur, are not taken into con- 
sideration Ganja of all the three descriptions 
IS taken under one general head " Ganja,” and 
no preference is given to one over the other 
Bhang likewise is known under one general head, 
“ Bhang,” and the three names given are not 
used to draw any distinction in its kind 

3 and 4 Not to my knowledge in the Khan- 
desh Distnet 

5 and 6 Require no reply. 

7 Hemp plant is cultivated in Khandesh to 
a very small extent The object of the culti- 
vation 16 to produce ganja, ahd with it the bhang, 
and for neither the fibre seed nor for to produce 
charas The cultivation of this plant is confined 
to the Jalgaon taluka, m which an aiea of about 
30 acres was cultivated last year 

8 There has been a decrease m the aiea culti- 
vated with these plants The reason for the 
decrease, as given by the cultivatois and owneis 
of fields, IS 'mat the profit from the cultivation 
is uncertam and less remunerative tlian othei 
crops Also it IS found that the cultivation of 
this plant in Khandesh requires great trouble 
and more expense than in Nimar and the Cen- 
tral Provinces, the climate of which agrees 
moie favourably for the production of these 
drugs than the chmate of this district, 

vol vn 


9 The land selected for the cultivation of 
this plant IS generally black or dusky white 
Tins IS nchly manuiad every year and the cost 
of the manure is loiiehly estimated at Rs 15 
per acre In the month of May or earhei, the 
ground i§ well ploughed, and at tiie commence- 
ment of the season, winch period the culti- 
vators call " mnga nakshatra ” (commence- 
ment of June), the seed is sown in harrows 
The estimated quantity of seed required per 
acio IS 2)lb Piom the date the seed is put 
in the ground the shoots germinate after eight 
days, and in about a month the plant reaches the 
height of about one foot When this height is 
arrived at the side leaves or shoots are all 
removed so as to give the fullest strength to 
the stem to thrive in height, which is not the 
case if side shoots oi branches aie not removed 
The removing of side shoots is continued till the 
plant comes to the height of three or four feet 
The cultivation of seed is generally two inches 
apart After tlie plant is a month old, an ex- 
peiienced man, who is able to distinguish male 
from female plants, goes to the held and roots 
out all the male plants This pahaiii or in- 
spection woik IS done c\ ery week, and at each 
time the male plant and" ardh-nari ” (half male 
and half female) plants are extirpated Removal 
of such plants makes the cultivation scattered. The 
plant stands for about fifteen days without rain , 
but aftei that time, if there is no rainfall, the 
fitld is watered every ten or fifteen days, 
and to allow this being done, bagait land, with 
means of irrigation either by a well or pat, is 
selected lor cultivation of this plant The plant 
generally flowers in November , and m December 
the flowering tops are cut and collected (A 
photograph of ganja field is appended ) 

10 The ordinary cultivatois cultivate this 
plant in addition to other crops, Theie is not a 
special class of cultivators foi this cultivation 
m Khandesh 

11 No 

12 Net in Khandesh. 

13 No restriction is placed on the cultivation 
of this plant, hut it being less remunerative, as 

X 3 
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esplamed m parajrraph 8, cultivators in other parts 
do not caie to take to tins cultivation It could 
be cultivated in any part o£ Khandesh in ordinary 
good soil, and the elevation of land fiom sea- 
level, climate, etc , are not against the cultivation 

14 Ganja and bhang are manufactured in 
Khandesh in Jalgaon taluka to a small extent, 
and the quantity manufactured is estimated at 700 
Indian maunds (a maund equal to 40 seers) of 
ganja and of about 30 maunds of bhang 

15 The floweiing tops are cut with a bill-hook 
m December, as mentioned in paragraph 9, and 
arranged in a layer of about a foot high on a 
ground well-beaten and the floor cow-dung The 
side flowering tops are then cut and placed in the 
hollow places of the bed so made This being 
done, men (generally) commence squeezing the 
layer with the sole of their feet This is done in 
the early morning, and after it, the layer is tuined 
up and exposed to the heat of the sun, and 
allowed to remain so till the morning of the next 
day, when the same operation of squeezing com- 
mences The process is earned for three days, and 
the ganja is then fit to be stored up The tender 
leaves which fall from the tops are collected and 
stored as bhang This is all the process employed 
in Khandesh for manufacturing ganja and bhang 
As regards prepaiation for smoking, the ganja is 
first well soaked in watei, and, removing the seed 
and stems theretrom, the leaves are washed in 
several changes of water It is then squeezed 
between tne two palms to extiact water, and then 
it IS considered fit to go to the pipe In using it, 
one part of ganja to three parts of the tobacco 
are generally taken, and the two well mixed up 
This being done, good charcoal oi coir yarn fire 
IS placed on it and smoked The process will be 
better known irom the photograph (No 4) append- 
ed In the case of bhang, the leaves only are 
taken and ground on a ourrystone, admixing 
therein pepper and other ingredients When aU 
IS ground very fine, it is strained through cloth 
and the excretal is thrown away The extract so 
taken is generally mixed with milk in the propor- 
tion of one to three paits of milk, and then 
it is poured up and down, which is considered 
necessary for thorough mixture This being 
done, the bhang preparation is fit for being drunk. 
The process would be better understood from the 
photograph (No 5) appended For eating the 
decoction of bhang, it is mixed with sweet things 
richly spiced, sometimes with almonds, saffron 
or musk, and kept ready for consumers This, 
however, is very bttle consumed in Khandesh, 

16 It IS prepaied m their houses The other 
portion of the question requires no reply 

17 It IS general with all Hindus aud Muham- 
madans, specially mendicants, such as gosavis, 
bairagis aud fakus , with others sparingly It is 
therefore difficult to say which particular class use 
it and which not 

18 It does deteriorate in keeping, and, if kept 
for more than a yeai, it is fit to be thrown away 
as manure With oidinary care it keeps good 
for 12 months The causes of deterioration are 
that the resinous substance with which it is 
pressed is entirely dried up and evaporates from 
the leaves, and thereby the intoxicating qualities 
are lost By keeping this article air-taght it 
might help to prevent its being deteriorated soon 
But, since this has not been tried, nothing defi- 
nitely could be said m that direction 

1 9 Oharas is not known in Khandesh Ganja 
is known aud is used for smoking only and for 


no other purpose, to my knowledge, in this dis- 
tuct 

20 I would refer to my answer to question i7, 
and add that, amongst gosavis 90, bairagis and 
fakirs 70, pardeshis 50, and from other classes 
5 per cent of the Hindu and Muhammadan 
population smoke ganja It is common through- 
out the district, and not confined to a particular 
portion or locality 

21 I would refer to my answer to question 2 
No distinction is observed in Khandesh as regards 
its kind 

22 Eeqniies no reply, since charas is not used 
in Khandesh. 

23 No. 

24 The same proportion as in question 20 
Those who are for the diug use it in eithei way 
No special class can be shown 

25 Not on an increase, but might be said to be 
on the decrease The reason for the decrease 
appeals to be (1) that there is now less tendency 
towards encouraging the sect of gosavis, bairagis, 
and fakirs, and consequently their number is fast 
diminishing , (2) that the old religious scruples 
against using alcoholic drinks are dying away 
and therefoie those whose inclination is excited to 
indulge in intoxication go to the latter, leaving 
the former, and this is what appears to be the 
cause of decrease 

26 Ganja and bhang collectively 

(a) . . . 50 

(5) ..... 85 

(c) . . . . 25 

(a) ... 10 

27 For (a) from pardeshis, (J) gosavis and 
fakirs, (c) and (d) pardeshis and others collec- 
tively Under (o) and (4) the men who have 
resigned all worldly care and are scantily clad 
and fed and sheltered have, in order to forget 
their sufferings, contracted the practice In the 
case of others, it is regarded as a stimulant The 
practice of drinking bhang amongst the pardeshis 
IB chiefly due to the fact that they are originally 
the natives of Northern India, and as ganja or 
bhang is the oidinary staple narcotic plant in that 
province, they get into the habit of using this 
drug as a drink ' The preparation made for 
drinking is termed thandai (cooling di-anght), and 
the general belief is that it keeps them cool from 
the excessive heat of the country, because the 
effect of this drink is cooling 

28 (o) Half or one tola of the diug, and m 
pnee 4 01 1 anna 

(4) Three to five tolas, and in puce 3 or 6 
annas the value of the drug 

29 Ordinarily, the bhang is ground and 
drunk with sugai, pepper, and a little milk, and 
the following ingredients are used for an excep- 
tional or luxunous dnnk — 


English name 


Proportion 


Bhang 
Poppy seed 
Aniseed 
Black pepper 
Eaohani 
Seeds of mnsk 
Bose flowers 
Almond seed 
Su^arcaildy 

Water 


Tolas 

2 

4 

3 

1 


melon, water melon or onoumber 


J 

1 

1 

4 

10 

half a seer 
one and a- 
half seer 
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Dbatura is not used as an ingredient, but is 
sometimes admixed in common 3 ok 8 to befool 
any o£ their companions 

30 Bhang and gan 3 a is consumed chiefly by 
gObaviB, bairagis, fakirs, and other religious men* 
dicant classes It is consumed to a considerable 
extent by banias, Marwaris, and pardesbis Now 
and then a Kiinbi oi Brahmin may be seen smok- 
ing gan 3 a or drinking bhang , but the practice 
IS not common 

Among the Biahmins and the higher classes it 
18 carried on in solitude, as it is considered a 
vice. Both these dmgs are taken in solitude and 
in company Its consumption is confined chiefly 
to the male sex It is very seldom that a man 
below the age of 25 takes to these habits, but 
when once the habit is formed, it generally does 
not leave them till death I have not heard of 
children consuming anj of these drugs 

Charas in unknown in these parts , so that there 
is nothing to say about its consumption 

81 The habit of taking either gan 3 a oi bhang 
IS not easily formed Occasional smokers of 
gaii 3 a and drinkers of bhang are seen hundreds of 
times using it , but they have no craving £oi it 
Bairagis, fakiis and other mendicant classes who 
pietend to a celibate life, form the habit on pui- 
pose, as they believe that the smoking of gaii 3 a 
keeps them fiom sexual and other desires, but 
when once it is formed, the habit is difficult to 
break off I have never yet seen a moderate 
smoker of gan 3 a or drinker of bhang having a ! 
cnavnig for more It does not appear that the I 
habit has a tendency to develop into excess 

82 There are no social or religions customs 
that I can point out with regard to the con- 
sumption of gan 3 a, unless the custom of bairagis 
and others of smoking gan 3 a in company be 
called a social custom Bhang, on the other hand, 
is consumed on both social or religious occasions 
On fast days it is generally taken, because it 
IS believed to he a sort of a cooling draught 
Among the Hindus generally on Maha Shiv- 
ratra holiday, these drinkers of bhang 3 oin 
together iii a temple of the god Shiva and dnnk 
bhang or ghota as it is technically called, 
in company in honour of the god, as that plant is 
supposed to bp the favourite one of the deity in 
the Hindu mythology At the time of the holi- 
days bhang is consumed by most people, because 
it IS considered as a sort of a stimulant to help 
them to en 3 oy It is at tbe same time not essen- 
tial that bbnug or gan 3 a should be offered on 
social or religious occasions. It is left to the 
choice of the people It is more optional than 
essential The use of these drags on social and 
festive occasions is temperate, and never, to my 
knowledge, led to the formation of a habit, nor 
had it any in 3 mious eflect 

33 Occasional smoking of gan 3 a or drinking 
of bhang is not generally regarded as much worse 
than the smoking of tobacco. But when a man 
has contracted the habit of being intoxicated with 
the narcotic drug, it is generally considered as 
disreputable in a social point of view From a 
religious point of view, he is not condemned, nor 
his conduct disapproved The reason why the use 
of the narcotic is in disrepute is that it is supposed 
to unnerve a man and make him generally unfit 
for the ordinary duties of life It is supposed 
also to unhinge the intellect to a certain extent 
I do not know of any custom of worshipping the 
hemp plant practised on any occasion by any sect 
of people— at least not in this district. 


34 It would ceitaiuly be a seiious inconveni 
ence, specially to gosavis, bairagis, and othei 
leligious mendicant classes who have been ad- 
dicted to the habit to forego the consumption of 
gania. The preparation of gan 3 a so as to make 
it fit for being smoked, and the pieparation of 
other accessories to smoking gan 3 a, usually keeps 
these members of society devoted in their 
prayers to God and keeps them off fiom com- 
mitting crime , but if they were deprived of the 
use of gaiga, they would not know what to do 
with themselves the greater part of tbe day. It 
Would be a seiious problem with them how to 
get through the twenty-foui hours With regaid 
to the piobable numbei of each class, I have to 
refer to my answei to questions Nos 20 and 26 

35, It will be difficult to prohibit the use of 
these drugs , but at the same time it will pro 
duce discontent m tbe minds of the consumers 
of it, and tbe fact that religion does not come 
in tbe way of using it would stand forcibly 
I against piobibition. Wheie it is grown spon- 
taneously it will be consumed illioitly I am not 
in favour of the prohibition of this drug If 
prohibited, there will he discontent, as said above, 
amongst consumers, but theie is no fear of poli- 
tical danger If prohibited, those who need some 
sort of stimulant would take to alcoholic dnnks 
or any other stimulant that would he found fit 
to he substituted. 

36 As an eahilarant, this drug was only consi- 
dered as stimulant, but since Western ideas have 
got root into the minds of educated people, the 
religious scruples which existed against alcohoho 
dnnks have been dying away, and alcoholic dnnks 
are substituted in place of these drugs , and this can 
he proved by the fact that the consumption of 
this drug 18 on tbe decrease, while that of alcoholic 
drinks is on the increase. 

87 Charas is not sold or used in this district. 

38 Only one kind of gaD 3 a (flat) is known in 
this distiict 

39 The smoking of gan 3 a is less injunons 
foi the reason that tbe resinous substance is re- 
moved bv washing, and therefore its intoxication 
does not last long Such, however, is not the 
case with the preparation made for drinking or 
eating Foi m the case of eatiug or drinking, 
the leaves with its resinous substance ate finely 
ground and drunk oi eaten, and therefore the 
effects of intoxication are more severe in the 
lattci case and last longer 

40. By native doctors it is used as specific 
foi dysentery It is also used for some chronic 
diseases, such as rheumatism It is also used in 
choleia cases It is not within my knowledge 
that in Kbandesh it is used for cattle disease. 

41, {a) To a certain extent, when used modei- 
ately 

(J) Yes, when used moderately. 

(c) Not to my knowledge 

{d) (1) Well-to-do men , (2) those who have 
resigned all worldly care , and (3) such other men 
as requiie stimulants but cannot take alcoholic 
dnnks on a religious point of view, use it 

In case (1) it la occasional moderate , in case 
(2) excessive and habitual, and in case (3), 
habitual moderate 

42 The moderate use of the drug is haimless 
for it IS less in 3 uriou 8 thau opium, and less inoitive 
towaids the commission of crime than alcohoiio 
drinks 



43. Yesj they are 

4,4f Benumhxng them from all anxieties of life ^ 
sfcimnlates them to take to work^ produces little 
into'cication and creates hunger The effects or 
smoLing last foi a few minutes^ but that or eating 
or dunking last for seveial houis It cannot be 
said that it allays hunger In raodeiate use there 
are no peiceptibJe aftei -effects 

45 and 46 Information on these points is not 
■mthm my Imowledge 

47 and 48 This does not become a hereditary 
habit, except m the case o£ gosavis and bairagis, 
and in no way affect the children 

49 to 54 I^ot to my knowledge 

55 Theie are no such examples of its kind in ^ 
Kliandesh 

56 When hemp is used m moderation by tho 
admixture of other medicinal suhstanceSj it serves 
as a tonic , but when it is taken in excess, lb has 
its bad qualities liUe other narcotic drugs, and ‘ 
proves injurious to the health of consumers, 
though admixture might soften a little Dhatura 
IS not used as an ingredient 

57 Theie are no instances of eating ganja to 
my knouledge in Khandesb 

58 The excise administration in respect of 
hemp drugs is working well in this district The 
Collector, undei the control and direction of the 
Commissionei of Customs, Salt, Opium and 
Abkan, is charged with the cairving out of the 
provisions of the Akbari Act In this lie is aided 
by his assistants and other subordinate officers, 
also establishment designated as district inspeotors 
and sub-inspectors specially omplojed for duties 
undei the Act 

The import, export and transport of these drugs 
are controlled by passes issued by responsible 
officers 

The sale of the drugs is permitted under cei-tain 
conditions ot the license The sale of drugs to 
one man in one day is limited to a certain weight, 
and the possession of the drugs ovei the given 
limit IS watched as an offence Thus the burning 
de=ire of the consumers is tempoied down to 
moderation and the spread of the vice is checked 
Since the above good objects are gained by the 
present administration, no impiovement m it 
appears necc'sary 

59 The piesent administration is not suggestive 
of any impiovement 

60 The Abkaii Act, as it now stands, does not 
lay any control on cultivation of the ganja bcanng 
plant and the process of its prepaiation, and so 
any modification in the present system is not 
practicable If, however, it is piovided in the 
Act — (a) that the cultivators of the ganja-hearing 


plant shall obtain a pass for cullivition, (5) 
waielioiise the ganja and bhang in the manner 
required of him, this will afford opportunitj to tlio 
ofliters to supervise the pro luce and consumption 
of the duig efficiently Tlieio being no provision 
to this effect in the Act, the cultivator might, if 
he chose, distribute the produce amongst his 
friends and otheis, and, uhtn it is not proved that 
he sold it at a price, Iiis action will go unpunished 

61 Chans is not produced in this district 

62 6 inja-beanng plant is only cultivated in 
this district, and bhang is the tender leaves picked 
of tho same plant 

6 i The present sv stem of wholesale and retail 
vend IS unobjectionable, and no improvement in it 
appeals necessary 

64 Tho existing regulations satisfy the condi- 
tion in all respects, and there are no apparent 
objections to it 

Go Ganja and bhang are not differently treated 
in this distnct, A form of both articles is given 
in one lamp sum, and so a compatison hetvveeu the 
two IS not possible Cliaras is not used in this 
district There is no direct tax on bhang and 
gaiija , but a sum is paid bj a license-holder-- 
(I) foi a permissive right granted to him to sell 
these articles, for which tenders are invited, (3) the 
fee IS levied foi passes gmntcd for importing ganj i 
fiom other districts, and it thenmouiit so taken is 
to bo Construed as a tax, the reali^tions oii this 
account, when compared with tho revenue from 
alcoholic or other intoxicants, is reasonable 

66 In this distnot flat ganja is only known, 
and so one rate is preferable 

67 The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
so considerate that there are no objections to the 
present method of taxing bung continued, 

68 Thore are no such shops in this district 

69 On the former applv ing to the Colleotor for 
permission to open a new shop in any locality the 
respectable people of the place are consulted In 
case they make a statement that a shop there is 
likely to spread vice, permission is not granted , 
but, if found that a shop in that locality is v 
necessity and w onid remove inconvenience felt by 
the consumers, permission is gmitod, with the 
sanction of the Commissioner of Customs, Salt, 
Opium and Abkan 

70 There have been no instances of the impoit- 
ation or smuggling of such drugs fiom N itive 
States Tho users of the drug have to pay its 
price to the licensee, to whom the right of selling 
ganja is farmed out for a fixed sum, and in this 
light it might be supposed that dntj is really paid 
in respect to gaiija and bhang used It is not 
obtained without payment 


29. Hoidence of Khan Bhadur Ratanji Erdalji Kanga, Pars?, Depidy 
Collector and M-agisti ate, Dharwar 


1 I have obtained the information supplied 
hare from an expeiienced man who comes a good 
deal in contact with ganja smokers, and from 
vendois of ganja in the Dharwar district 

3 Ganja IS not grown in the Dharwai distnct, 
but the definitions given here may be accepted for 
ay district liach of these products is locally 
known by the names ot ganji, chains, and bhaugi. 


Charas and bhongi or bhang are not made or sold 
in the district of Dhai war 

3 In none of the districts of which I have 
knowledge the hemp plant grows spontaneously 

4, 5 and 6 Cannot say 

7 There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
the Dhaiwai distnct 
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8 nnd 9 Reqniies no mswer, ns there is no 
cultivation of the hemp plant 

10 Persons who cultivate hemp do not form 
a special class, hut the) are of the same class as 
other agiicultural cultivators 

11 and 12 Cannot say 

18 The cultivation of the hemp plant for gan 3 a 
IS not restricted in my district , hut it is not culti- 
vated, as the cultivators in these parts are igno- 
rant ns to the mode of its cultivation lam nnahle 
to furnish information about special conditions, 
etc 

14 No , hut ganja is imported from Satara and 
Ahmodnagar, 

15 Preparations foi ganjn are made thus— 

{A) For smoking ganja is first cleaned out of 
slicks and seeds and then ruhbed on the 
palm of the hand by a finger nith some 
water to make it glutinous A little tobacco 
IS mived witli it 'Ihe mixture is put into 
an earthen pipe and then sraokid Kich 
people mis cardamom, nutmeg, mace, etc , 
with the mixture 

{B) Ganja is eaten in the fonn of majum cake, 
described in No 19 

(C) It IS drunk mixed with the 3 Uice of poppy 
and sugar 

1 6 Bhang is not used in the Dharwar dis- 
trict I am unable to answer the remaining part 
of the question 

17 None of the preparations are made hero 

18 Bhang and charas are not sold m this dis- 
trict Ganja deteriorates hj keepmg and loses 
its efieot in time IVith ordinary care it keeps 
good for SIX months if it IS kept in a dry state, 
and after six months it gradually deteriorates 
until a ) ear, when it becomes quite useless owing 
to the drying up of the oily substance of thediug 
No special measures will prevent detenoration — 
at least no such measure is known 

19 The answers deal only with ganja Gan-|a 
IB used in this district for smoking only The 
broken or chur ganja is also called bhang in this 
district It' IS used for eating- and drinking 
It IS mixed nilh milk and sugar or jaggery and 
then drunk It is also eaten by a ver) tew of the 
labouring classes, that is about one m a thousand, 
lu the form of small cakes called majum, which is 
thus prepared Chur is well-mixed with milk, 
sjrup ot sugar, eaidamom and nutmeg and 
saffron The whole is made into a thick paste 
and cat into pieces of cakes A little ganja is 
given to cattle m order that they may bo able 
to digest fodder 

20 Almost all classes of people, except Brah- 
mans and Lingayets, generally smoko ganja, 
though it cannot he denied that some exceptional 
cases may he met with in the Ihttcr two com- 
munities About one per cent of the population 
smoke ganja Ganja smoking is widely practised 
m hot local’ties 

21 Flat ganja is pieferred for smoking in this 
district It IS consiUeitd a great luxury When 
this kind of ganja is not procurable, chur ganja 
IS smoked But the general practice is to smoke 
flat ganja 

22 Charas ib not used in this distnot A few 
charas pills wen imported last year for sale from 
the village of Lengre, taluka Khanapur, district 
Satara, but there has yet been no sale for them, 


28 Bhang is not sold in this distiict The 
chur ganja is here called bhang and is smoked 
when flat ganja is not piocuiable 

24 Bhang is not used in this distiict 

25 The use of ganja is on the increase About 
twenty-five years ago its consumption was limited 
to a few, because the use of the di ng was con- 
sidered derogatory from a social point of view, 
whereas now consumers of gaiija may be found 
in almost all classes of the people on whom the 
hold of society is not so great as before 

26 The propoition of ganja consumers will 

he — ' 

(a) Habitual moderate consuraeis, 65 pei 
cent 

(J) Habitual excessive consumers, 10 per 
cent 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers are 20 
per cent 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers are 5 pei 
cent 

27 Manual labourers make use of ganja to 
alleviate tbeir fatigue, and this resort to ganja 
for the sake of rest grows upon them into a 
regular habit The cl isses to which ganja con- 
suming persons belong cannot be decidedly deter- 
mined Persons using ganja for the sake of 
pleasure may be found in almost all classes of the 
people Banagis and gosnns consume the drug 
for concentrating their attention on a single 
object. 

28 The average allowance and cost of each 
of these drugs per diem will he to — 

(a) One tola, at a cost of half an anna 

(5) Two tolas, at a cost of one anna 

29 Dried tobacco is ordinarily mixed with 
ganja so as to render it less s-trong and most 
suitable to dnnk And cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
frankincense, and such other fragrant things aie 
exceptionally mixed with ganja for minimising 
its bad smell Seeds of dhatura are sometimes 
mixed with chur ganja with the object of increas- 
ing the intoxicating powei of the drug Nothing 
like bhang massala is prepared and sold for being 
mixed with any of these drugs 

80 Ganja is mostly oon&umed in company, 
and only the high caste classes consume it in 
Eohtude’for avoiding public censure The con- 
sumption of ganja is mostly confined to the male 
sex, and in a few cases women too consume it 
Children, on the contrary, never consume ganja 
Theie is no restriction of age observed in the con- 
sumption of ganja 

31 The liabit of consuming these drugs is easily 
contracted b) keeping company with tbe consumers 
of ganja, and it is very difficult to break off the 
habit vv ben it is once formed Thera is a ten- 
dency III the ease of ganja for the moderate 
habit to develope into the excessive, because the 
intoxication brought on by the drug is so exhi- 
laiaiing that the smoker yearns for more, and 
thus goes on increasing his allowance 

32 There are no social or religious customs 
in legard to tbe consumption of any of tbe=e 
drugs Bub chur ganja is drunk for the sake of 
pleasure by a very few people on the Hindu 
Shivaratri and Hob holidays, and on the new yeai’s 
day lu the form of gliota, wbiob is an admix tuic 
of ganja, sugai, and poppv juice The drinking 
of gbota on these days is not a custom The use 
of the drug is not regarded as essential It is 
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wenenlly tempei'ate. It is not likely to lead to the 
foimatioii o£ the habit, and is not otherwise 
injurious 

33 In this district those who make use of ganja 
as an intoxicating ingredient aie regarded as men 
of a lower social grade, and their actions are severe- 
ly criticised There is a public opinion, but not 
so strong as before As tJie consumption of in- 
toxicants IS piohibited according to the Hindu 
leligion, those who consume them incur a cc^in 
amount ot odium The use of any form of the 
narcotic is generally in disrepute on account of 
leligious sentiment Theie is no custom of wor- 
shipping the hemp plant in this district 

34, It will be a serious privation to those who 
ire habituated to the excessive consumption of the 
diug to forego its use The consumeis would 
suffer from illness when they are deprived of the 
drug they are accustomed to They will not be 
able to take their ordinary meals, and will get 
emaoiated The probable number of ganja con- 
sumers will be one pei cent of the total population 

35 It will be feasible to prohibit the use of 
these drugs The drug would be consumed 
illicitly The use of ganja can be oQcotively pro- 
hibited by putting a stop to its cultivation The 
prohibition will occasion serious discontent among 
the consumeis Such discontent will not amount 
to a political danger Most of the consumeis are 
said to have become cowards by the use of the 
hemp plant It is impossible to say that the pro- 
hibition will be followed by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants or other drugs But the probabilities 
are that recourse will be had to alcoholic stimu- 
lants 

86 There is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
IS now being substituted for ganja 

37 Charas smoking is not praoti-ed in this 
district 

38 Bound ganja is not imported here for sale 
The flat ganja is consideied more intoxicating 
than the chur ganja 

39 Smoking is considered more injurious than 
drinking oi eating anj' of these drugs, as the 
smoke affeets the brain moie quickly than eating 
or drinking 

40 Native doctors substitute on rare occasions 
ganja for chloioform on account of the medicinal 
qualitities of the foi raei Ganja is also utilized 
in the treatment of cattle disease 

41 The moderate use of ganja is beneficial in 
its effects — 

(a) as a food accessory and digestive , 

(4) to give staying-power under severe exer- 
tion or exposure, and to alleviate 
fatigue 

(c) It 18 a popular belief here that the use of 
ganja in malarious and unhealthy 
tracts IS a febrifuge and preventive of 
disease 

About 6 per eent of manual labourers use 
ganja for its above-mentioned pi operties It is the 
moderate occasional use of the drug I lefer to. 

42 No mswer is required, as the answer to 41 
IS in the afBrmative 

43 Moderate consumers of ganja are inoffen- 
sive to their neighbours 

44 Theimmediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja on the habitual consumer is that it is re- 


freshing, and that it produces immediate intoxica- 
tion, alleviates fatigue and creates appetite, but it 
does not allay hunger The intoxication produced 
by ganja lasts for an hour Its after-effects are 
generally attended nith various emotions, such as 
the heavinesb of the eyes and the production of 
cold The want of subsequent gratification pro- 
duces uneasiness and longing for the drug 

46 The habitual moderate use of ganja pro- 
duces noxious effects on the consumer's mind, 
conduct, and physique It impairs the constitu- 

tion and injures the digestive system It causes 
bowel complaint and bionobitis and asthma, bub 
not dysentery It impairs the moral sense, and 
induces laziness and diminishes the power of 
understanding It does not induce habits of de- 
bauchery, but creates insanity, which is temporary, 
and whicli is icmovable by the discontinuance of 
the use of ganja The sj raptoms of insanitj will 
be reindnced by the use of ganja after libention 
from restraint The eyes of the consumer grow ^ 
red, and ho presents the appearance of one deeply* 
absorbed in meditations Instances of insanes 
who have no iccorded ganja history confessing to 
the use of the drug are not known He who makes 
use of ganja to obtain relief from his mental 
anxiety or brain disease is likely to become in- 
sane very soon There is no evidence to indicate 
that insanity tends to indulgence in the use of 
ganja by a peison of weakened intellect 

An account of some cases is given below — 

(1) Nnnesahib alias Hasansab willad Ghud- 
usab Necliwnle of Dlnrwar was a peon in 
the office of the Dhnrwar Mumcipality, and 
was not in good terms with the Samtary Ins- 
pector of that municipality The peon was 
in the habit of smoking ganja He was 
leported to his superiors for some fault 
The peon, thinking tliathe unnld lose his 
appointment, proceeded on leave from 1st 
August 1889, and commenced to smoke 
ganja intcmpcrately He began to show 
signs of insanity in the month of Decem- 
ber 1889, Nunesahib, being still in the 
habit of smoking ganja, continues in his 

! state of insanity, and abuses those who 
speak to him He is now thirty years old 

(2) Halpa bin Fakirapa was a measurer in the 
Survey Department of the Bombay presi- 
dency Being of weak constitution, he 
could not bear the cold climate of malaiious 
distiicts He therefore took to ganja smok- 
ing as a preventive of sickness But by 
degrees he increased his doses, and conse- 
quently he became insane Ho was there- 
fore removed fiom service He now resides 
at Dharwar and still smokes ganja, and has 
become a confirmed insane His age is now 
about thirty five j ears. 

(3) Jinapa bin Appana Upadhja, a Jain priest 
of Dhnrwar, was adopted by one Appana 
Upadhya, who left him nothing Jinapa, 
having received nothing either from his 
natural or adopted father, took to ganja 
smoking As he was not able to recite 
mantras of the god Jin, he was not employ- 
ed in performing religious ceremonies He 
therefoie spent much of his time m smoking 
ganja Within six months he became 
insane on account of smoking ganja- 
Since the last four years he has been resid- 
ing at Dharwar Heis nowsmolnngganja 
intemper.itely 

46. All the abovementioned noxious effects are 



57 


produced mucli t^oonor by tlio Inbitinl ctcessue 
u<;o of ganju tlrni b} its modeinlo use 

4-7 The Inbilunl mode ato use of guiia is not 
i bcrediturj habit, and docs not atfeot the children 
of the moderate consuinoi 

tS Tiio longing for gan 3 a is not hoicdilar}, 
and Ins no effect on the ciiildron of the C':cesEi\o 
ganja consumer 

49 Gan 3 1 is used bj some poisons as an aphro 
disiae It IS so used b) some prostitutes Tne 
use of gtn 3 i for this purpose is moic ni 3 urious 
than its use as an oixliii irt narcotic It weahens 
the liiimaii bod}, md cinsequeiitl} brings on im- 
potence 

50 The O'vcessne use of gan 3 i for the aho\c 
purpose sooner proluc s doletcn ms clh-cts thin its 
modente use 

51 Of the bid dnrncters, mast gamblers aic 
moderate gati} I consumers The gonei nl commis- 
sion of crimes lias no connection nilh the con- 
sumption of gaii 3 n 

52 Bren in the case of excessive con mnption 
crimes are not committed 

5*} Even the ciccs'ivo consumption of gan 3 a 
docs not incite to nnpremcditaled crimes, and tlieic 
ire no instances in which indulgence iti gan 3 a has 
led to Icmporar} horauidal fren/v 

51- Cuminals do not usp gnpa to f >rtif} them- 
selves to commit premeditated acts of violence or 
other enme 

55 It IS enstomarv for criminals to induce their 
Mc'inis to partahe of gnn 3 a and so stupef} thorn 
in order to further their had designs Hut com- 
plete stupefaction cannot be induced hv gan 3 a 
without admixture IHntura is mixed with it to 
produce corapleic stupefaction 

5G 'fho effects of ganja used (n) in modciation 
and (t) in excess^ are not modified h} the admix- 
ture of other snhstnnccs Those who require strong 
mi-cotie-. mix dlnlnra for their pcison.il use or for 
administr ition to others 

57 Ganja is not eaten or dnink to an} groat 
extent in this district, and henco no more intorm- 
ation thin vvlnt his alrcidv been given can lie 
sujiiihed 

58 The present sv stem of excise admimstration 
in ro-]i’ct of hemp drags h is liccn working well 

59 Hcqnires no improvement 

GO Ginji IS not produced in lhi= di4nct 

G1 , Charas is not produced in this district 

G3 Ihc Ciilliv vtion of the hemp plant for the 
prodnclioa of bhang should Iw controlled h} issuing 


licenses for its caltivation and for the picpaiation 
of hli ing 

G3 Thoio IS no objection to the present system 
of the vend of ganja 

Cl 'No objection 

Go The taxation of ganja is leasoiiable with 
icfeionco to other intoxicants. ' 

C6 It is not necessary that thoie should lie 
diffcicnt 1 ites of taxation for diffeient kinds of 
ganja 

07 There is no objection to the piesent method 
of taxing ginja 

G3 There are no houses or shops licensed foi 
the sale of these dings or then piep nations, where 
thej ma} he consumed on the premises 

69 Bofoie a shop is opened in an} Ine ihty the 
wishes of the people aie consulted Their opinions 
are received through the rminhtdir of the lalulva 
111 which the shop is to be opened Local jmbhc 
opinion ought to be given wcignt to 

70 Thcie arc no facts rigarding the smuggling 
of hemp dings fiom Native States into the dis- 
trict of Dharwai 

Oial emdence 

Qitct'iou 1 — Mj per-,oml cvjxjiiencc is veiy 
limit'd I have s en a few smokers and no 
moic 

Qireslion 29— The matter of using dhatura is 
not wiHiin my potsonal knowledge I am told 
lint people who want much intoxication mix 
dintma not the vendois 

Qucilton 1) — Tlie ci'cs hero recoiJed have not 
been under mj personal observation IVhat I 
have recorded about them is received from one 
who was formorl} a ganja smoker, and having 
been punished foi an offence did not resume the 
habit on release I can add nothing to the par- 
ticulats given of these cases 1 do not Icnovv that 
the offonco committed by my informant was con- 
nected will) ganja He gave up the habit be- 
cause it was broken hj his long confinement and 
for no olhci reason 

Quest W’l — 1 have served in Ahraedmgai, 
Satan and I’oom, wheie g'vnja is cultivated 
It was fifteen } ears ago The ganja is sold to 
vendors in ^rltl^h distiicts Cultivators can 
only sell to such vendors I do not think any of 
it goes to ITydcnbad, lut I do not know con- 
tinclors could not 'end it without a permit 
Dharwar ganja comes from both Satara and 
Ahmcdingar 


30. JEvtdenre 0 /“ Uvo lUnvBUU Bapuji MAiiirAT ICti4UKAR, Kayaslht Euzur 
Deputy Collector (uuJ Magisirate, let Olas’s, Saiaia, 


] M} answers aroha=cd upon personal oh-erva- 
tions and local cnquirns made in mv ofncial lapa- 
<it} as Hu/ur Deputy Collector ind M igislratc, 
1st class 

2 The defi 111 lions of charas and ganja ns given 
hero arc applicable to this disfiict The t'rm 
bhang 16 rc-trictcd to what falls off in Imnilling 
ganja Onl} the Iht vnnotj of ginja is prepared 
and sold in this disfiict. 

3 I do not know of any 

4, 5 and 0 I do not know. 

7 The hemp plant is cultivated in the Satnr.a 

Vol Til 


district for the production of ganj 1 alone Ahoii 
.300 acres of land lUo under cultivation iii the 
Klnnapiir tnluka, and not more than 15 aorcs m 
the Klialav and Satara talnkas 

8 'J’licic IS no apprccinblo increase or decrease 
in the area under cultivation 

9 The soil for cultivating ganja is piepnied 
by puttmg proper manure therein till the Ashad 
(about July) The preparation of soil is simil 11 
to that for the cultivation of sugarcane The 
ganja seed is obtained at the rate of half to ono 
se^r (local measure) pei rupee, and it is generally 
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brough6 from Nagar in the Ahmednagar District 
It also can be bad in the ganja-producing village^ 
of this district The seed is of blue colour, and m 
form resembles the Ajgad seed,^ but is little flat- 
tened At the time of sowing the seed, the soil, 
which has already been tilled, is first made level, 
and the next day the seed is sown into it in a row 
by means of a bamboo pipe fixed to the plough 
* The rows are about a cubit and a half (three feet) 
apart from each otbei The seed is sown in the 
rainy season at the time when the Punaiwasu 
Nakshatra sets in About one and a half to two 
seers of the seed is required for the cultivation of 
one acre of the soil Fifteen days after the 
sowing of the seed the field is weeded with the 
implement called kolpe, and then after 8 days 
the field is weeded with the hand The same 
process (weeding with the hand) is repeated every 
fortnight By these processes the spontaneous 
growth of weeds is prevented between the lows of 
the crop The intervening space between the lows 
of the crop is made soft and crumbly by repeated- 
ly turning it over with a kolpe at intervale of 
15 days at a time This conduces to the giowth 
of cron and consequent budding It is necessary 
for the cultivator to engage a servant at a cost 
of about Ks, 8 a month, afoitnight after the sow- 
ing of the seed The duty of the seiwant is 
to go through the crop daily, and to lemove all 
male plants and plants affected with the following 
vegetable diseases The plants are generally 
affected by them at the top — 

(1) Andia r6g — Very small organic molecules 
are formed on the top of the plants This disease 
generally afi'ects the plants in the beginning of 
their growth, and lasts for about a month 

(2) Haldia idg affects the plant by pioducmg 
yellow colour on the lops, and lasts till the full 
growth of the crop 

(3) Charka rog is at the top — Makes the 
flower yellow, and lasts to the end 

(4) Sheora rdg — White flowers grow on the 

boot ” (flower top portion) 

(5) Punda — The seed is formed in the “boot” 
and which afteiwaids produces flower 

(6) Aiadnai — From the stock to the top of 
the plant small buds are formed, which give nse 
to white flowers 

(7) Kapsba rdg — It whitens the plant 

The process of removing the affected plants is 
continued foi about three months On the whole, 
when the agglutinated flower tops are formed, 
the ganya is pioduced, but when seed is formed, 
,the crop becomes useless When the plants 
become three months old, they give rise to “ bond” 
or “kali,” and after this they aie subject to 
another disease called mdia, which causes the 
breach of the bond, wherein seed is formed 
When the bdnd is formed, the plant is taken 
out of the soli and ganja is piepaied The leaves 
of the plant are broadened in proportion to the 
growth The plant rises to about 2f to 4 cubits 
When the plants with bonds (flower tips) on them 
arc removed from the field, their bonds are nipped 
and trodden down under foot for four dai s on 
clean ground, and then they are collected and 
packed up When ganja is thus prepared, it is 
fit for sale One man can prepare a maund 
weight of ganja within foni days by the above 
process Sis showers of rain are sulficientfor a 
good crop of ganja, if there IS want of i am, the 
,crop^isto be watered ntificially at intervals of 
15 dars No ram is required at the time of i 


I nipping the bond If there is lam at the time, 

I tho bond will not retain the lesinous matter, and 
j the ganjo becomes of inferior quality The plants 
themselves seiwe the puipose of fuel, they being 
of no other use 

At the time of sowing ganja, the seed is thick- 
ly sown, as 75 per cent of the plants, being 
male plants and alfeoted with diseases, are requir- 
ed to be removed, and only tlie lemaimng 25 per 
cent produce ganja 

At the beginning of Maigashirsha the ganji 
ciop IB fit to be removed from the soil, which can 
then be utilized toi sowing wheat, giam, etc 
The same soil can be appropriated every y eai for 
the crop of ganja if manure is used every year 

10 Hemp cultivators are of the class of agii- 
cultuial cultivators. 

n No 

12 I have no infoimation 

18 The cultivation is not lestncted to any 
particular area The growth of the ganja plant 
lequires blick soil, hot climate, and moderate 
rainfall 

14 Ganja alone is piepaied in this district 
About 2,400 Bengal mannds of ganja are pre- 
paied in the talukas of Khanapui, iQiatav, and 
Sataia Bhang is not specially piepared. It is 
the powder that falls off in handling ganja, and is 
used in preparations such as majum, ghota, 
doodhia 

15 Wild hemp is not known in this distnct, 
and my reply refers to cultivated hemp 

Ganja is used for smoking alone About h ilf 
a tola of ganja is well washed and well beaten ou 
the left palm with the right thumb, and quarter 
of a tola of tobacco is mixed with the ganja, and 
the mixture is smoked 

The powder that falls off from ganja is called 
bhang, of which the following preparations are 
made — 

(1) Ghota or kusumba or doodhia or ludhia these 
aiea’l names of tho same dunk One tola bhang 
IS crushed into powdei with a stone, with water 
added to the powdei It is made up into a ball and 
put into a clean pot , The following articles aie 
added to it 40 tolas of milk, 20 tolas of sugai, 1 tola 
poppy-seed, ^ tola of cardamom, 2 tolas of almond 
Little peppei is added to the mixture. This 
quantity of mivtuie is usually drunk by one man 

(2) Majum, otheiwise tailed j akuti, is piepaied 
of bhang foi eating in the following mannei 40 
tolas bhang is boiled in 80 tolas of ghee It is 
then strained auU the refuse thrown away The 
strained ghee is then mixed up with 8 IB of 
boiled sugar. It is then tooled in a broad and 
shallow pot It becomes solid, and is cut into 
pieces 

16 Bhang is geneially piepaied by people in 
their houses 

17 The preparations aie made by the peisons 
who use them The pieparations aie not sold, 
except the prepaiation of bhang called majum or 
yakuti. The preparation is sold by license-holders 
alone 

18 Oharas is not in use in this distiict Bhang 
and ganja deteiioiate if kept longer than 18 
months They become quite useless after two 
years, and after that period they are simply useful 
as manure 

19, Ganja and charas aie used for smoking 
Olllj 



20 Chans is not used heie Ganja is smoked 
by all classes o£ the native community in this 
district The pioporfiion is about 5 per cent m 
the whole distuct 

21 Only flat ganja is used in this distiiot 

22 Not m use 

23 Not used for smoking 

24 Higher classes ot the Hiiidn. eommvwivtj 
drink bhang, especially on certain fast days in the 
district — about 1 per 1,000 

25 There appears neither increase nor decrease 
in the use of this drug 

26 Ganja smokers — 

{a) 80 per cent 

(5) 10 per cent / This is an estimate based 

(c) 6 per cent \ on enquiries 

(if) 5 pel cent 

All bhang dnnkeis come under the head of 
occasional moderate consumers 

27 These people come from all classes of the 
native community, and the habit is induced by 
association 

28 (a) Two tolas and 6 pies respectively 

(5) Five tolas and H annas respectively. 

29 Dhatura is mixed up with ganja very raie- 
ly to secure highest possible intoxication There 
IB no bhang massala sold in this district Please 
also see answer to No 16 

30 The consumption of these drugs is, as a rule, 
practised in company. It is mainly confined to 
the male sex, not to women or children 

81. The answer is in the affirmative 
' 32 There is no social or religious custom in 

regard to the consumption of any of these 
drugs It has, however, been the fashion with 
the higher classes of the Hindu community, gene- 
rally of the orthodox type, to drink the bhang 
preparation on the Maha ^h!vratra holiday, a day 
sacied to god Shiva, with whom this drug was 
considered a great favourite But this does not 
lead to the formation of any habit 

33 The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally regarded with disfavour on account of 
the tendency to develop into the excessive and 
consequent bad eSeot, 

34) It would be a serious privation in the case 
of fakirs, bairagis, and singers But this class 
will not number more than one thousand souls in 
this district 

35 The use of these drugs can be prohibited 
by preventing cultivation of the plant No seu- 
ous discontent would be caused, at least in this 
district But'unless the prohibition be general, 
illicit consumption would be the result, 

S6 I do not think that alcohol is being substi- 
tuted for any of these drugs 

37 Cannot answer 

88 Cannot answer Only flat ganja is used in 
this district 

39 Ganja smoking is considered moie injurious 
than bhang drinking 

40 Bhang is used by native doctors in cases of 
stomach-aches, and is given to horses to prevent 
cold 


41 and 42 I do not know 

43, These persons are inofiensive to their neigh 
hours 

44 Ganja smoking in the case of habitual con- 
sumers IS lefreshing, produces intoxication, allavs 
Hunger, and creates appetite The lutoxieation 
fiom ganja smoking lasts for about three hours 
The intoxication from bhang drinking lasts foi 
twelve hours 

45 Moderate use of bhang drink and ganja 
smoking does not appear to bring about any n£ 
these results 

46 Excessive ganja smoking appears to bring 
on craziness of mind bordering on insanity I 
sent one Han Trimbak Ranade to the Lunatic 
Asylum, Poona, on the 11th Januaiy 1892, He 
was given to excessive smoking of ganja before bis 
insanity, and this is said to be one of the causes 
that brought on the insanity , 

47 The habitual moderate nse of ganja or 
bhang does not appear to be a hereditary habit. 
It does not affect the childten of moderate con- 
sumers 

48 Ditto as regards excessive consumers 

50 Excessive ganja smoking is said to produce 
impotence 

5 1 and 62 As a rule, the ciimiual tnbes, such 
as Mangs and Ramoshis, seldom use any of these 
drngs 1 do not think the modeiate use of these 
drugs has any connection with crime in general 
or with any special crime 

63 Excessive indulgence resulting m insanity 
incites to unpremeditated crime I do not know 
of any case leading to homicidal frenzy 

54 These dings are not used by cnminals in 
the manner specified 

55 I have not heard of any such instances on 
enquiries made 

Complete stupefaction can, I hear, be bi ought 
about by the admixture of dhatura with the pre- 
paration of bhang called yakuti, 

67 Not eaten or drunk in this distuct 

58 The present system works well 

60 Ganja is produced in this district The 
plantation and process of manufacture of ganja aro 
sufficiently controlled. 

61, Charas is not produced in this distnet 

62 No such cultivation m this distnet for 
bhang alone, 

63 and 64 No 

65 I think it is reasonable 

66 Only the flat kind of ganja is so sold in 
this district, 

67 No 

68 There are no such houses for consumption 
on premises 

69 The wishes of the people are consulted- 
The opinion of the villagers of the village where 
a shop IB to be opened is obtained by the Collector 
through the mamlatdar before a new shop is 
opened 

70 Duty IS paid in respect of ganja consumed 
in this district 
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31 Boiuence o/Eao Bahadur Eango Eamchanorv Bhaudt, Dcpuh/ Colleolor mid 
Native Assistant to the Commissionei , Poona, Cenhal J)ivision 


1 I am a native oE the Southern Mahrnltar 

comitiy, foi which I have to evidence, and 

ha%e ser\ed Government in difierent capacities in 
the revenue blanch for more than ten yeais in that 
countiy I have spent neaily the whole of that 
peiiodin the Dharwar distiict I ha\e sei ved onlj' 
for a few months in the Belganm and Bi]apur 
disliicls During ilmost the whole peiiod of my 
seivice m the Dhirwai distiict I was a tiavellmg 
oflicei I had then oppoitunilies of knowing the 
habits and customs of tie people of tint distiict, 
but cannot say that I then acquired smh know- 
ledge of the snl 3 ect is would tnible me to ansaei 
fulfy and pioi erlj the questions put to me bj the 
Commis-ion I am fiaming my aiiswei to the 
questions flora the lesults of the enquiiies that I 
have recently made under the diiections eont lined 
in paiagiaph 1 of Govcinment Resolution No 
6001, dated the 11th September 1393, Keviniie 
Depaitment 

2 Dr Flam’s definition of canja and eharas 
may be accejited for the Southern Aliihiatta 
countiy Ganja which is sold iii that pioviiice is 
flat ganja Round ganja and cliui oi broken 
gauja ire unknown m tliit province The difi- 
nition of bhang as given by Di Pi am does not 
hold good in that piovmce, as gaiija which is 
leduoed to powidei either at the time when fl it ganja 
IS piepared oi subseqnentlv when it is deposited m 
hags or I'ackages is sold as bhang llieie. Bhang 
IS locally 1 nown among the Ciiiaiese-speaking 
people by the name of hhtingr 

3 The hemp plant does not giow spi ntaneouelj 
in any of the distiitts of which I have knowledge 

1, 5 and 6 Vide answei to the preceding 
cjuest on 

7 Yes, for pioduction of only ganja and bhang 
The cultivation of the plant for tint purpose is 
earned on only m the Bij ipnr distuet, and to a 
veiy small extent The aiea under such cultivation 
in that district was 13 acies m l''92-93, 3 acies 
m ] 391-92, and only 1 acre m each of the pieced- 
mg three jeais In the Dharwai distiict the 
plant is not at all cultivatid, and in the Belgaum 
distiiet only 2 acies were under its cultivation in 
the year 1889 90 Since that year thaie has been 
no cultivation of the plant in that district for aiij 
purpose 

S The figures given in the answei to the pie 
ceding question will show that the aiea under such 
cnltivition IS itself inconsideiable 

9 Mode of cultivation — The land in which 
ganja is to be grown is fiist ploughed with a 
heavy hoe palled ullt lunh and lev'elled Ganja 
seed is then drilled in it m July or August, tlie 
process of sowing resembling m eveiy lespect 
thit of sowing oidmarj jowaii, but the space 
between the lows being widei. If lainfall be not 
sufficient, the ciop is watered once oi twice a week 
Geneially hand-weeding is lesoited to m addition 
to the use of a ycdi ^K/iU 01 grubber "When the 
plants grow to a height of about two feet, ihi 
operation of selecting and uprooting the male 
jilants by experts commences with a view to protect 
the female plants from running into seed and thus 
damaging the entire crop When the plants grow 
to maiuiity, •vliith lequires a period ot about foui 
month®, the flowering tops and leaves aie cut oflP 
The height of a ganja plant ranges from 6 to 8 
feet 


10 No, they aie of the same cl isses as other 
agricultmal cultivators. 

11 and 12 No 

13 The cultivation of the hemp pilant for ganja 
is, as alitady leraaiked m my answei to question 
No 7, ciiiied on now to a veiy small extent only 
in the Bijapm distiict I am told that only 
garden 01 irrigated 1 ind Is fit foi the ,cullivation 
of the hemp plant for producing ganja, and that 
localities wdiere rainfall is he ivy are iin®uited lo it 
I am unable to state what other spoil il conditions 
are necessary foi the cultiv ition ot the pi ml The 
only part of tie Southern .Mahiatta countrv 
where the uiltivalioii ot the plant would he impo - 
sible seems 1 0 me to bo the western poll ion of tin 
Belganm district and the westcin and the southern 
portions of the Dhaiwai dislmt 

11 Yes, only ganja and bhang are prcpiied, 
bub to a veiy small extent, m the Bijapiir distiict 
Chnras is nowheio prepared m the Southern 
Mahratta country 

15 Manufacture of ganja and Weiiy “-The 
flowering tops and leaves cut from the plants arc 
stacked m a place and tioddon while in a [green 
state for tliieo or fmiid ajs, and, when diied, 
they aie winnowed The flow eiing tops flatfenel 
constitute what is known as flat ganja, ai d the 
powdir loiincd dmmg the pneess is used as 
blniig 

Preparatton of ganja for inohng — After the 
'ceds and stems aie picked out of flat ganja, it i® 
soaked m watci and well cleansed Then the 
water IS pressed out of it to the last drop, ind it 
is mixed with tobacco and smoked 

Use of hhano for eating majum in MAanoar — 
Bhang is levigated in a mortal with milk, and 
then stiamed tluough a piece of cloth lhi» 
strained liquid, with powdered nutmeg, imce, 
saffron, and othei spicis, is mixed witli simple 
Bjiup prepared fresh The mixture is then spicad 
on a wooden stool, and when it becomes haid it is 
cut into pieces 

Majum in Unhli —Bhang, on being fiied in i 
little of glu, IS nicely pounded and passed through 
a piece of cloth The powder, which is called 
fakki, 13 then mixed with syiup piepaied fresh 
The mixture is spiead on a flit stone, and when it 
becomes haid it is cut into pieces 

The mode of piejpaiing majum adopted in the 
Southern Mahiatta eountij, as desciibcd above, 
mateiially diffeis from that adopted m Poona, 
whuh is as desenbed below 

I 

Ganja mixed with gin, in the piopoitioii of 2 
seers to 1 seei of ghi, is boiled in water in a widc- 
montlied vessel Witei is fiom time to lime 
ponied into it ns it evapontes Aftei about 12 
houis the decoction tin ns green, winch is an in- 
dication that the ganja is well toiled The decoc- 
tion IS then strained through a piece of cloth, and 
the ghi, which comes up when the decoction is 
cooled, IS used in preparing majum, vakuti, 
gulkand, and shrikhand 

Majtm and yaluti aie cakes made of ghi thus 
pi epaitd and sj nip mixed with diffeieiit kiuds of 
spices and nutiitious substance®, and shiikhaud is 
made ot gin piepared as described above and 
jaggery boiled Yakuti diffeis fiom majum only 
in lespect of its contaunng saffion, which gives it a 
yillowish colour 
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Gulland is conserve of roses mued with ghi 
pT 0 ))ircd as described above 

The culv 1 ind of sweetmeat Known m the 
Southern IMnliratta country IS majtim The sweet 
me it' Known in the Dcccan by the names of 
jaKuti, ‘•hriKband, and <,ulKand are unknown in 
the Southern Mnhiatta coiinti} 

PrefaraGon of hha’ig for drtnhng gliota — 
Bhang is levigated in water, and this levigation is 
strained through a puce of cloth Poppj seed is 
also levigated and mixed with the liquid bhang 
Sugar and j owder of cardamom, nutmeg, mace, 
black pepjier, caltron and ginger arc also added to 
the mixture This mixliiro is need by rich peisons, 
while the poor siih»tituto inggen for sinrni, anti 
do not make u=e of the spice' This modi of pre- 
paring ghota is adopted in the Dbniwar district, 
while in tl 0 Bitapiir di tnet bhang is parched a 
little before it IS levigitcd foi the prcparitioii of 
the drill! 

Boja — Some rears ago an intoxicating prepara- 
tion made of 30 wari mixed with hinng, < died 
boja, u‘Cd to lx. sold m the Dhaiwar district under a 
license lit w IS then used clnctly lij Jhiliaramadans, 
Ilolirs plalnrs), and Beelars (Bimoslns) The 
form of prcpniig and selling that drink is not 
now sold As the iiicelo of prejiaiing it entails a 
good deal of troiil le, 1 holier e it is rot now much 
U'cd by the people 

1C It'o, Hung 13 purchased from the persons 
licensed to sell it As stitcd in my aiisrrer to 
qiieslicn ho 2, it i« only the powdem of ganya 
lound in the bags or packages containing the latter 
drug, and is Ic's e (ficacioiii! and chcapti tlunii gaiiia 
itsell Bhang cm he prepned from the Icinp 
jdant rrhercrer giown, but bhang prepared from 
the plant glowing in a place not specially fit £oi 
its culliration is considered to ho inferior m quali- 
ty As Bt itcd in mr answer to question No d, 
the wild plant is not grown any where m the Sou 
them Maliralta country 

17 The piepantions of llio Iiemp drug are not 
restne'ed to mr parlitular ehis'cs of the people 
The jcaple (£ any tl I's c.in j^rej arc them 'llic 
] ersons who urorr tl o pi int prepare ganja and 
bkeng The percons luring licenses to ecll the 
drug or their sen ants inal c the pre pantions of the 
ding for eating Gincrally the prcjaiations foi 
(■raoking and dunking ire m ide by the persons 
using them m ihnr own hoiisei 

IS Ganji and bhang doleriornte by keeping 
They keep good with ordinal r caie for ihoiit a 
yiar 'Jher quite lose tl cu effect after two years 
No piihtuhr causes of doterio ation can 1 o nsbigii- 
ed Ihc drugs nitiirallj lose tluir cfiicacy and 
hcf'tmc unfit tor use iftu the lapse of time, as 
ibove st eted It i-. ‘aid tint the detenorated 
drills, >f used, produce an unple'’saiit sensation of 
lie It in tlie stomach No speual mea'iucs can be 
taken to prerent doterioritioii As chans is not 
much used or tiled mi this part of tl c country, 
nothing (an he s iid as to horv long ifc ' ceps good 
with ordinary care and rvhy' it deterioiates by 
keeping 

1<) Chins IS larely used, and it is usc<l onlv 
for smoking G mja is used for smoking as rvcll 
s for jiitpiiing mcdicmos It can bo said that 
it IS lued also in preparing a kind of sweetmeat 
known by the name of majum, inasmuch as blnng, 
rrh'ih, it is stitcil, is used in preparingthat sweet 
meat in the Southern M ihralta eountiy, is nothing 
but ganja loilueed to powder accident illy 

20 As stated n my answoi to cjiieslion No 19, 
cliaias IS rarely u'ed Geod many peofle ‘moke 


ganja in all the districts in (he Southern Mahratta 
country The classes of the people who smoke 
It are generally baiiagis, gosavis, fikirs, sants, 
weavers, laboiiieis, and menial seivanfs, mendi- 
cants who travel about the eountiy , and musical 
performers of lower classes, lb la dilTicult to 
estimate even approximately the propoition of the 
people smoking gan]a, inasmuch as ganja and 
bhang aio =old iiiidei one license, and infoimatioii 
lehting to the quantity consumed of each of these 
dings separately is notaviilable 

The latest yeai for w hich infoimation rclatmr 
to the qii'iiitilv of ganja and bhang consumed i' 
av nhiblc foi all the thiee disli.cts is 1H91-92 
During this j I ai the quintity consumtel in the 
Dhaiwar district was 1,110 maiinds and 17 secib, 
te, IjlKOJi tolas This gives 3,012 tolas pei 
diem Tiling thice loiirlhs of a tola ns the 
average quantity consumed per dicm by i lubi- 
tiul moe’ci itc consumer, the total quantity con- 
sumed poriliem, te, 3,0i2 tolas, gives 4,056 as 
the approximate number of habitual model ite 
consumers m the Uhnrwar distiict, j e , 82 pei 
cent of male adult population{497,l00) As thi 
number of habitual excessive consumers is smill 
and cannot lo aseci tamed, it is left out of consi- 
der ition Estimated in the same way, the pro 
portion in the Bijapni and Belgaum distiicts is 
10 and 1 4- per cent , respectively 

2 1 Only' fl it ganja is used for smoking in the 
Southern Maliratti country 

22 As nheady slated, clnins is raiely used 
M hat is u‘cd is toreign, and is imported, it is saitl, 
from Pexiua 

23 Bhang is rarely used for 'moking It is 
used for that pin peso only when ganja cannot he 
hod, which seldom happens 

21 People of all classes in all the distiitfs use 
bhang for eating oi drinking It is difficult to 
scy, for the reasons given in my answer to question 
No 20, what proportion of the people use it for 
those purposes It is used mote extensively foi 
eating in the shape of a kind of sweetmeat called 
majum than foi dunking hut tbo number of 
people using the drug either foi eating oi foi drink- 
ing is not, I believe, so large ns that of people 
using ganja for smoking. 

25. I can say unhesitatingly tint the use of 
ganja and bhang is on the increase in the Dharwu 
elistiict 3'lie qnintity of the drugs con«nmed in 
that di'trict dunrgthc yen 1891-92 was moie 
tlian thiice as much as the quantity consiiired in 
that district duniig the year 1883-81 — vide stito- 
ment hereto a]iptiided Further, the amount 
of licinbi fees realised in that di'trict dining the 
past year, 1892 93, as compared with that for the 
ycai D 83-84, represents an ineicase of moie tb lu 
70 per cent — tide statement above refened to 
Till' increase is no doubt duo pailly to the mcicase 
in the populiition during the past ten year', 
winch is about 19 per cent But consideriDg 
lint, ns repoi toil by' the manilatdais of Dbaiwai 
and Ilubli m tint di'trict, Iheie has 1 een no 
rise m the lotail sa'c price dining the past 
ten j'cais, I comludc that the met ease in the 
revenue is cliietly attiihutilde to the incica'cel 
iii-e of the dings Tho figuies foi the Bijapui 
di'trict as regaids the quantity ot the dings 
consumed aio available only for some of the 
past ten years, md they show a deeiease in the 
quantity consumed 1 itely But tho amount of the 
iicensc fees realised in that distiict dining the past 
year, 1892-93, as compaied with that foi tbo year 
18®3 lepicseiits an increase of more than 17& 
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pel cent , mil as compared with tlmt for the year 
1&88-S9, shows an increase of moie than cent per 
cent This increase may bo due to some extent to 
competition, and is no doubt partly duo to the in- 
ciease in the population, winch is about 24 per 
cent, but, as it is lepoifedby the mamlatdar of 
Bijapur thit the retail sale puce has been uniform 
since 1887-88, I conclude that the increase in the 
revenue is to a gieat extent duo to the increased use 
of the drugs in this district too For the Bcl- 
gaum district information as regards the quantity 
of the diugs consumed is niailablc only for the 
last two yens No conclusion can be drawn from 
this infoimatioii The amount of the liconsc-fccs 
realised during the past 3 car, 1892 93, ns com- 
pared with that for the 3'eai ISSS-Sl*, rcprc'onts 
an increase of more than 4'‘J' per cent , but the in- 
crease duiing the preceding throe 30018 was not so 
high it was only IG per cent The retail sale 
price 18 lepoitcd to liaio neon from 8 annas to 10 
or 12 annas per lb since 1891-92 Considering 
the increase in the population, which is about 17 
per cent during the past 10 years, and the rise 
in the pnee lately, I am not prepared to sav that 
the use of the drugs is on the increase in this dis- 
trict 

26 It IS didicult to estimate the proportion, 
but I can say only that habitual excessive consu- 
mers and occasional excessive consumers arc con- 
sideiably few. Occasional moderate consumers 
aie also few A large inimbei of the consumers 
is, 1 believe, made up of habitual moderate con- 
sumers 

27 Habitual cscessivo consumers are mainl3r 
taken from bairagis, gosdns, and fahns, and 
habitual moderate consumers belong to these 
and other classes of the people mcntioucd in my 
answer to question No 20 Occasional moderate 
consumers and occasional excessive consumers will 
be found in any class of the people , but, ns al- 
ready remarked, such consumeis are, I believe, 
considerably few in number in tho Southern 
Mahratta country The habits of bairagis, gO'u- 
vis and fakirs, who are generally habitual exces- 
sive consumers, are well known They are tho most 
indolent and useless persons in tho world They 
wander about the country begging, and indulge 
m the use of the drugs Many illiterate persons 
acquire the habit of using the drugs with the as- 
sociation of these beggars Some acquire the 
habit by using the drugs on account of then 
medicinal qualities Some acquiio it by using 
the drugs under the belief that they produce con- 
centration of thoughts People of the working 
class and musical performers acquire the habit by 
using the drugs as stimulants alleviating their 
fatigue Such people are generally habitual mode- 
rate consumers Occasional moderate or occasion- 
al excessive consumers are generally persons who 
use the dings on Maha Shivratra, or such other 
da\ s on which they are prevented by their religion 
from lesoiting to akohohe stimulants Some of 
this class of consumeis happen to use tho drugs 
when offered by their friends or acquaintances, 
who are either habitual moderate or habitual exces- 
sive consumers 

28 The average allowance and cost of ganja 
and bhang pei diem to each of the two classes of 
consumers is detailed below — 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers— 

WcfffUf tolas Coat, pics 

Ganja for smoking i to 3 to 9 

Bhang for eating 01 drinking tVoight cannot 

be ascortained 2 to 4 


(i) Ilnbilml exccEsivo consumers — 

Toh, A nan 

Gnnja for snioking . 2 to 6 • 1 to 2J 

Bhang for eating and drinking lYcight cannot 

bo nscertaintd 4 to 8 

Prices are not the same m the three distnets 
The figures heroin given represent the maximum 
prices 

29 Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
for smoking hy all tho classes of consumers It 
16 mixed with tho object of 'es=omng or removing 
the bitterness of the drug, which is nipposcd 
to produce cough, and with tho object of temper- 
ing tho effects of the preparation, and making it 
agiccablo to the constitution Sometimes carda- 
moms, nutmeg, maco and olilnntiin arc mixed 
with ganja in addition to tobacco in order to 
have a frigmnt smell Wliat ingredients arc 
mixed with different kinds of preparafaon made 
for eating and drinking is mentioned in an^vvof 
to question No 15 Dliatiira is mixed either 
with gaiija for smoking, or with any preparation 
mndo of bhang for eating or drinking, onl3 bj 
habitual oxccssivo consumers, in order to cnlmnct 
the intoxicating quality of the drug 

No special propanlion known bj' tho name 
of bb mg massala is sold for the purpose of bang 
mixed with anj of the drugs 

80 The higher classes of tho people use the ^ 
drugs m solitude or in company , but bairagis, 
gosavis, fakirs and other lower classes of the people 
do not care much for privacy while using the 
drugs Tho consumption of the drugs is mainly 
conhnod to tho male sex and to adults only 
Cliildrcii do not consume any of theso drugs in 
tho Soutliorii Mahratta country 

31 Tlie habit of consuming tho drugs is easily 
formed among the illiterate people when they 
come in contact with tho people raal mg U'c of 
them, and it is diflicult to break off There is a 
tendency in the case of all of the-e drugs for tho 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive 

SI No custom, social or religious, in regard to 
the consniiiption of any of these drugs exists m 
the Southern Mahratta country 

8 1 Tho consumption of any of theso drags is 
generally regarded ns a vice It can be said from 
the social point of view tint the use of any form 
of the narcotic is generally in disrepute Tlie con- 
sumers of the drugs, except bairagis, gosavis, and 
fakirs, are ashamed to admit freely, when ques- 
tioned, tint they use tho drugs This itself is 
sufficient to show that the use of tho drugs lowers 
the peisous using them in the estimation of the 
public A man speaking at random is generally 
compared to a ganya or bhang consuraoi This 
sentimeut of the people is ntiribiitablo to the 
intoxicating qualities of Ihe drugs, which affect 
more or less injuriously the physical and mental 
condition of the consumers when tho drugs are 
immoderately used No custom of worshipping 
the hemp plant on any occasion by any sect of 
the people exists in tin. Southern Alahratta conn- 
try 

34' Yes , only to bairagis, gosav is, fakirs, and 
other excessive consumers The only reason that 
I can assign is that those people are so much ad- 
dicted to tho use of the drugs that they care 
more for the drugs than for their food I 
regret I am unable to state, even approximately, 
the number of such people It is, I should say, 
considerably small in tho Southern Mahratta coun- 
try 

35 I think it would be feasible, or at least it 
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would not be impossible, to piohibit tbe use oE the 
drugs , but xt is not quite necessuiy to do so 
The entire piohibitmn would, no doubt, cause 
serious di'coutent among tbo babitual i escessivo 
consiiineis, such ns baiiagis, gosaMs, fakirs, and 
mendicants , but I do not think tint such discon- 
tent would amount to apolitical dangei, ns such 
persons cairy no influence with tbe public in 
general, and are limited in number in the South- 
ern Mabratta country Cousideiiiig the bancEul 
efTect the use oE the diugs produces on tbe mental 
and physical condition oE the persons using them 
immoderately, I am biimbl} oE opinion that it is 
ibsolutcl} necessary that the cousiiinption oE the 
drugs should be rcstnoted as far as possible If 
the drugs become dearer and scarce, the consumers 
w ill naturallj he more economical and prudent 
than now lu using them The consiqiienco will 
ho that the number of e\cC5Sivc consumers wall 
graduallj decreaco, and some of the moderate 
consumers will, perhaps, substitute 'obacco for 
gan 3 a for smoking I do not think that anj con- 
siderable number of suoli people will have iccourse 
to alcoholic stimulants if further restiiotious he 
placed on the consumption of the drugs 

SC No, I do not think that iilcoliol is now 
being, to an} considerable extent, substituted foi 
any of tbe drugs 

37 Chains is rarely used in the Sotilheru 
Jlabratta couiitrv , so nothing can be said of tbo 
elxeclB it produces fiom smoking 

3b Only one kind of ginja is used in the 
Southern Jlahratta couutrv 

SO Oiilj ganja is used for smoking, and smoking 
IS considered as moic mjuiious than dnnkiiigor 
eating inj of the preparations of the hemp drugs, 
as ifc iffccts the brain quicker than drinking oi 
eating 

40 Yes, ganja is used hj native doctors in 
preparing medicines on disonses biich as asthma, 
d} senterj , dianhcea, dj spepsia It is used also 
111 tbe treatment of cattle disea'c 

41 The moderate u'O of bliaiig for drinking or 
eating is stated to be, lud niaj be, beneficial in 
its effects, as desenbod in clauses (a) and (4) of 
the question, hut I doubt wbcUier the moderate 
use of gauja for smoking is beneficial m its effects 
in nil} wa} Persons who actunll} consume the 
drug sa} that the moderate use ot it is beiicficnl 
in its effects as pieventivo of disease in malaiious 
and unhealthy tracts , but much reliance c innot 
be placed on their statements They naturally 
extol the qualuies of the drug tlicj use Gen- 
erali) the habitual modv-riiteconsumeis of the drugs 
use them for the purposes mentioned abov e 

42, I consider the moderate use of bhang for 
drinking or eating is haimless, but I cannot saj 
that the moderate use of gaiija loi smoking is 
harmless, as it is stited b) a native medical ofliccr 
that smoking affects the brain quicker than dunk- 
ing or eating au) piepainlion made of the drug. 

43 Moderate consumeis are inoffensive to then 
neighbours 

44 The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of ail) of the drugs is stated to be refreshing foi 
a time It produces intoxication It alla)s 
hunger for a lime, f e , while the consumer is undi i 
intoxication The effect of smoking is stated to 
last tor two or tin ee hours, but that ot eating oi 
drinking anj of the prepat atioiis made ot the 
drug IS slated to last even for a day The after- 
effect is stated to he drowsiness Tlio want of 
subsequent gratification does pioduco longing or 
uneasiness 


45 In giving infoimation on this subject, a 
native medical offieer in the Dharwar district 
states — ‘^Even the moderate use pioduces noxious 
effects, pbjcical, mental, and moral It im- 
pniis the constitution by making it lean (absorb- 
ing all fat) , piolonged use makes the digestion 
bad It causes bowel complaint and hionohitis 
It induces lazmcis, deadens intellect, and produces 
msauity in some cases It causes mostl) perma- 
nent dei-aiigemeiit of the brain 1 think that 
officer’s statement, quoted above, applies to ganja 
Some of the persons whom I have consulted m 
Poona say that the habitual modeiate use of any 
of the dings Joes not produce any noxious effects 
— physical, mental, or moial — provided the con- 
snmei is well fed I can sa) that, at least m the 
ease of poor people who haidly get sufficient 
nutiitious food, the habitual moderate use of 
ganja for smoking, to winch only they are gener- 
all) addicted, pioduces the noxious effects as de- 
scribed above 

1 0 The habitual excessive use of any of the 
drugs does, m my opinion, pioduce noxious effects 
— phjEical, mental, nnd moral Uao Bahadur 
Budragowda Artal, District Deput) Collector, 
Bijnpnr, m Ins leport on ganja, a poitioii of which 
has been quoted b) the Commissionei of Customs, 
Salt, Opium^and Ahkan in his report No 4752, 
dated the lltb September 1593, to Government, 
on this subject, states — “ Ii respective of the 
medical opinion or religious view rcgaidmg the 
u«c of the drug, 1 'liumbl) beg to state that its 
use in the nnnnei dcsciibeJ by me has produced 
demoialiring effects upon the pli) steal and moial 
condition of the ignoiaut masses, and in some 
instances to siicli in extent that I bivc seen 
jieisons becoming lunatics or half mad owing to 
tlio iiitempenite use o£ the drug, nnd whose fami- 
lies have been reduced in many cases to stiait 
A sort of fieiizinc's or madness gains over the 
smokers, whioh makes them indiffeiont to worldly 
matters, and all energ) and activity are lost for 
any work "t * The hanoEul lesults have 
been that some of the smokers, when unable to 
work and support their faraili“s, abaiidou them 
to their fate and go abroad as sadlius or 
fakirs " From what I have seen and heard of 
the habitual excessive smokers ol ganja, I full) 
cndoiBo the opinion expressed b) llao Bahadur 
Kudragowda Artal 

47 No 

48 The habitual excessive use of any of the 
diugs nho cannot be said to be a bereditar) 'habit, 
nnd docs not affect in nnj vv'ay the children of the 
excessive coiisumore 

49 It IS stated that the drug is used as an 

ijihrodismc, nnd that few prostitutes use it The 
ii-e ol the ding for this purpose is consideied more 
injurious than its use as an ordiiiaiy narcotic, 
inasmuch as it gradually affects injuriously the 
piocrcative power 1 hue not got infoimation 
ns regards the form in which the diug is used for 
this purpose in the Southcru Mahi itta country, 
but I am told that preparations made of ganja foi 
eating, such as majum and vakuti, ue used loi 
this puipose m Poona, and that poisons using 
them diiuk milk after the) use the sweetrneits 
I am given to understand that the use of the drug 
in the form of sweetmeat for this purpose does 
not pioduce any injurious effect if uiilk be diunk 
after its use * 

50 Fiom what a haiiagi in Poona said in 
answci to my quo tion, I am led to believe that 
habitual excessiv e use ot ganja for smoking pro- 
duces impotence 
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51 I do not llunL so NoUher ll )0 modcinte 
norexceesuo use of any of tlic drugs lias anj 
c’ose connection nith dime lu genenl, or with 
crime of 0113 sjieonl ehamctci 

52 Tide ansner to question No 5], 

53 No, I am not nnnic of ani case of llic 
Iliad 

54 I do not tlnnl so 

55 It seems from wlmt Unn 15 ilindnr Rndra 
gowda, DisUict llcputj (Jolleclor, ISijapnr, Ins 
wuttcn 111 lus repot t, nlncli is quoted bj tlio 
rommissionei of Caslonis, Salt, Opium and 
Abkaii, in lus icpaitto boiciamoat, No 17)2, 
lilted the 11th September 1895, th it cnri urn's, 
m Older to fuUlm then dctigns, soniotimis induce 
then victims to fiartake oi ganja mixed v ilh 
madanmasti, nndan-linmsi and dhaturi, uid so 
stupefy tliemsehts I do not tlmiL tint tom 
pleto stupefaction can be thus induced bi this 
drug williout idniixture 

50 I am unabh to ansnor this question, as 1 
have not received mopor iiiformaitou on tins 
jioint 

57 Some 3 car^ ago I bad an oeca mn of obscrv - 
ing the effects ivlnch the use of bhmg foi dnuk- 
ing pioduced on a novice If I recolbit will, the 
individual who used it began to aitlilcamad 
man When it seemed tint he was liiglilv intoxi- 
lated he was kept 111 a dark 100 m and given an 
intidote, vvbich gnduall} lostored him to liu. 
pioper senses I llimk ho was onl 3 drovvsv the 
whole night and had no round shop 

5S I considci the present S3 stem is capable of 
some impiovemont 

59 The onh suggestions that I can make arc 
(1) tint the maximum quaiitit3' at iiicsent fixed, 
40 tolas, foi retail «ale to, and possession In, one 
peison, should bo reduced to 10 Idas, {2} that 
minimum retail sale piicos of the dings sliould be 
fixed, ind (3) tliat the late of dut3 on import, 
ixport and tianspoit of llie drug- sliouU be 
enhanced I make these suggestions with i view 
to lestnct the use of the drugs as far ns possible 
tortile reasons given m m3 answer to question 
No 35 

60 Yes, I tbiiik so Tlie present 53 stem re- 
quires no modification m this icspeot 

61 Cbatas is not produced in the Southern 
Mahratta country 

62 No 

63 The onl3 suggestion that 1 have to make 
is, as already sta'ed, that the minimum retail sale 
puces of the drugs should bo fixed 

64 In ordei to enliance the price of tlio drugs, 
I propose that tbe present rate of dut3’' on import, 
export and transport of the drugs should be 
doubled 

65 At piesent gan3a and bbang are sold under 
one liceiiB-, and the late of taxation on both 
tliediugs IS the same The present taxation on 
the drugs, is compared with that on alcoholic and 


other mtoxicaiits, is eonsidenbl3 light. I am of 
opm'on that the miniiniim rale of letail sab 
jiiicc of g mill should bo fixed at 312-8 per lb , 
and that of bbang at 10 annas per lb The 
bigbest rale at wl.icli gnnji is sold b3 retail is 
Itt-i pci lb, and tlmt at vvhith bhniig is sold by 
retail ii 2 mnasperlb If the rife- /proposed bv 
me bo adopted, tlic drugs will be de iter and tbr 
(oiisiimorK will iiaturnlly lie more economic and 
considii itc 111 using them thin now 

66 Oi’lv one 1 iiid of ganya is produced in flic 
Sonthein M ibralta Canntrv 

07 1 coiiEulor the piesent inetbod of taxing llit 
drugf ent.iils n very light incidtme of tbetixon 
ibo tonstimcr, ,ind 1 am of cjunion that it should 
be*im)novtd, as suggested in icy answer to qnus- 
iioii No 65 

68 Soinetimis consiiiiicrs use drugs on tin 
premises of the shop- licensed for the sile of tite 
drugs I am of opinion ilia' they should be 
sti icily prolubiled from using them tin re 

fih Prom the enquiries made it stsms tb it the 
wishes of tlio people arc consulted before 1 shop 
1- oiieiu-d, in some district- tbroiigb mamlildais 
ind village oflicci- It is neeo 'aiy tint local 
public' opinion sliould Ixj coiisubred invurmbly 
7'' There arc none 1 tbiiik ontv is icalh 
)>aid in respect of the drugs used 1 cannot lav 
tint ilie-e is any general use of unlaxed drugs in 
ibo Sontbern Malitatta cowntiy . 


Slitlewent rofened to in (he atiswer to 
qiiCkfion No So 
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32 Ecidence of Bao Bahadre Rrdeagowda Ohanviegowda Aetax, Lengaye*, 

Deputy Collector, Dtjapur 


1 By coming in contact with the masses as 
well as by ob-erving tbe health and conduct of 
per.-oiis addicted to the vie-, and also by visitincr 

places wbeie sadhus or saints leside 


2 The definitions of gaiiya and eliai is herein 
given may be accepted as coriect for tins distiict 
The ganja manufactured and sold here is flit 
gauja 



66 


3 In none o£ the distnCls in the Southern 
Slahntta conntiy the hemp plant grows sponta* 
ueouslj 

4 The plants do not grow wild here 

5 and 6 As the plant does not grow wild here, 
I am unable to answer these questions 

7 The hemp plant has been cultivated only 
at Bi]apni on a very small scale for the produc- 
tion of ganja and bhang only for the last two 
jeais Oharas IS not prepared heie The plant 
IS grown in tins part of the country as a narcotic 
and not as afibie plant The area sown in 1892 
at Bi 3 apur was about 13 acres 

8 The area under hemp plant in 1893 is only 
about acres The reason foi the decieasein the 
area under cultivation is due to the fact that there 
IS a considerable stock in hand of the yield of the 
last year 

9. As regards the method of cultivation, I 
beg to refer to paragraph 3 of my report, No 662, 
dated the 80th August last, printed at page 7 ot 
the note submitted to Government by the Com- 
miseioiier of Customs, Salt, Opium and Abkan, 
with his letter No. 4752, dated 11th Septembei 
1893 

10 The person who has been cultivating hemp 
plant for the last two years at Bi 3 aptir, is a mar- 

f vadi, but not an espei-t He has, however, secured 
the services of two experts from Lengria in the 
Satara district Generally the agricultural culti- 
vators do not know howto cultivate the plant, 
but the agricultural operations common to the 
production of tins and other plants aie earned on 
by the oidinary cultivators 

11 The plants are never cultivated in this 
distnct for the production of gan 3 a from the seed 
of wild hemp. 

12 As the plants do not grow wild in this 
part of the country, I am unable to answer this 
question 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted in this part of the country , but the 
cultivator cannot manufactuie the drug without 
a license to be granted by the Collector on this 
behalf in the Form B, sanctioned by Government, 
and the drug can only be sold to persons duly 
hetnsed to sell the same by wholesale. 1 am not 
aware of any special conditaons of climate, lainfall 
and elevation above sea level, but I think it can be 
grown in red or loamy soil as an irrigated crop 
Except in parts of the Badnmi taluka where the 
soil IS sandy and rooky, I am of opinion the plant 
can be cultivated ns au irrigated crop with success 
in any other part of this district, 

14 Yes, gan 3 a and bhang are produced from 
the hemp plant cultivated at Bi 3 apui, Chains is 
not prepared heie. As regards the extent, I beg 
to refer to paragraph 4 of my report above quoted. 

15. TiAe paragraphs 5-,-8, 9, 10 and 11 of 
my report above alluded to (i) The hemp plants 
do not glow wild heie 

16 No, the people do not prepare bhang in 
their houses Yes, it can be piepaied from the 
hemp plant grown in any place The last pait 
of the question cannot be answeied because the 
plants do not grow wild here 

17 By any class of people, but generally the 
Muhammadans prepare the ma 3 um or ma 3 un. 
The ghota is prepared occasionally by higher 
castes of Hindus 

15 Yes, they do After about five years 

Vol VII 


these drugs lose their intoxicating property, and 
become quite useless for consumption The drugc 
can be kept in good condition with oidinary care 
foi two years So fai as I can ascertain from the 
people who generall}' deal in these drugs, I learn 
that no special measures can be taken to prevent 
deterioration after two years 

19 Yes , charas is not at all used in this part 
of the cnuntiy Gan 3 a is used only for smoking 
As legards other uses of gan3a and its seeds, I 
beg a refeience to paiagraphs 6, 1<3 and 14 of my 
leport above quoted 

20 As regards classes, mde the concluding 
portion of pai-agiaph 5 of my leport 

The proportion of the gan 3 a smoking people 
IS estimated to be 30 per cent in the Sholapur, 
Sataia, Ahmedmgar and Poona districts, and 10 
per cent in the Southern Mahratta country 

21 Only the flat ganja is used in this distiict 
I, however, learn that there is no diffeience in the 
intoxicating nature of the difiereiit kinds of 
gau3a. 

22 Charas is not at all used in the Bi 3 apur 
distiict 

23 As far as I can ascertain, bhang is not 
used for smoking in this pait of the country 

24 Generally the Muhammadans eat and drink 
bhang in the shape of fakki and ghota The pro- 
portion of bhang-eaters {a) is estimated to be 
1 per cent , and that of bhang diinkeis about 3 
per cent I have actually come across a Gondhah 
01 a Joshiger at Dharwar who used to eat in my 
presence mere bhang powder mixed with cold 
water, then ground on a stone and made into 
small balls If I remember right, I think he used 
to eat at one time from 20 to 40 tolas 

25 The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
inciease, the rate of the increase being about 2 or 
3 per cent every year This can be attributed 
to the fact that if theie is a sadhu, an aiudh or a 
fakir, making his residence in a certain locality, 
it IS invaimbly the case that good many people 
living in the vicmitj' flock in numbers around him, 
and 1 have observed that such resorts are the chiel 
rendezvous of ganja smoking This contagion 
is spreading every day with the increased facilities 
of communications, as the so called sadhus are now 
able to wandei from jilace to place without much 
inconvenience and tiouble. 

26 The following is the proportion of the 
consumers of the diugs — 

Ganja 

(а) about 5 por cent 

(б) ,1 1 j, 

(c) ,, 3 I, 

(dt „ 1 

27, Weavers, fakirs, gosavis and day-labourel^ 
mainly use these drugs People who are total 
abstainers pay constant visits to the ascetics and 
thus come in contact with persons who aie already 
addicted to the vice and thereby follow the example 
of their brethren 

28 It IS said that an habitual model ate con- 
sumer requires daily 1 tola ot ganja which co'^ts 
him 6 pies, and an habitual excessive consumer 
lequiies 10 tolas which cost him about 5 annas, 
accoiding to the rates now prevailing heie An 
habitual moderate consumer of bhang has to 
spend daily pies, and an excessive cousumei 
Spies 

29. Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
foi the purpose of smoking Cardamoms and 

Jt 


Bbang 
3 per cent 

1 per cent 
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nutmegs aie also occasionally mixed with ganja 
and smoked, with a view to increase the intoxi- 
cating powei of the ding I have actually seen 
a 13ava at a place near my native place (Artal in 
the Dharwai district) smoking gani i mned with 
opium, aconite powder and east skin of a cohia 
capella Dhatura is occasionally mixed with the 
smoking dose of the drug As regards other 
ingiedients mixed with various prepaiations of 
hemp, vide paragraphs 8, 9, 10 and 11 of my 
report It is said that these admixtures enhance 
the power of intoxication 

30 It IS mainly used by the male sex, hut also 
to a very small extent by low prostitutes If 
once addicted to the habit, a person finds it very 
difficult to give it up It IS not usual for ehildien 
to consume any of the drugs, but when attacked 
by dysentery childien aie given bhang to drink 

81 Yes, it is easily formed It is very 
difficult to break ofi^ It is said that there is a 
strong tendency, in the case of these drugs, for the 
moderate habit to develop into the excessive habit. 

33 The first aim of Hindu Theosophy is to 
secure the concentration of the mind, and it is the 
popular belief that this drug possesses the marvel- 
lous qualities of bringing on this effect The drug 
IS BO fai adored that it has received epithets in 
Sanskrit such as “eheedamnd’' and "siddhapatn”, 
which literally mean “givei of delight to the 
mind ” and “ leaves endowed with supernatural 
powers ”, respectively The liigher classes who use 
the drug foi this purpose hold that the use of 
the drug is conducive to health if it is cleaned 
thoroughly before using it and taken modeiately 

The habitual use of these drugs is considered 
discreditable, and the habitual consumers aie not 
as a rule respected and trusted So far as I can 
ascertain, the plant is not worshipped in this pait 
of the country 

Si Certainly it would be a serious privation to 
habitual excessive consumers of these drugs, as 
it IS exceedingly difficult to bieak off the habit 
once contracted, though very piobably beneficial 
The probable number of habitual excessive con- 
sumers would be 8,000, t e , 1 per cent accord- 
ing to the imperial census ot 1891 (Bijapur 
distiict) 

35 I do nob think that it would be feasible to 
prohibit the use of these drugs altogether Ceitain- 
ly it would be consumed illicitly unless the culti- 
vation of the drug is prohibited also in the Native 
States Undoubtedly the entire prohibition of 
the use of the drug would create seiious dis- 
content foi a time at least, hut such a sort 
of discontent would scarcely amount to a 
pohtical danger With some piopei restriction 
these drugs should, I think, be sold tor medi- 
cinal purposes by persons licensed by the Collectoi 
to do so , perhaps the entire prohibition of the 
drug may drive the habitual excesuve consumei' 
to the use of other drugs, such as dhatura seeds, 
aconite and nux vomica, which grow wild, and 
other stimulants such as opium, &c I think it is 
very desirable that the use of these drugs should 
be restricted, if not entirely prohibited, by makinn- 
them expensive thiough the imposition of heavy 
excise duty Such a measure will keep these 
drugs out of the reach of the poor people who 
are generally habitual excessive consumers. 

36 I do not think so On the contrary, 1 
should say the tendency is the other way, as there 
are religious objections to the use of liquors con- 
taining alcohol 


produces more intoxication than that of ganja, 
as it contains the active pnnciple of the plant 

38 I am informed that no different effects 
in kind or degree are produced on the consumers 

39. It IS said that the drinking or eating 
of the hemp plant is more injurious than smok- 
ing the same through a pipe 

40 Fide paragraph la of my report 

41 It IS said that the moderate use of these 
dings IS beneficial in effects (a) as i food accessory 
or digestive Its moderate use alleviates fatigue — 
I refer to the moderate occasional use 

42 It IS said that the moderate occasional use 
of any of these drugs is harmless 

' 43 Yes, they are said to be inoffensive to 
their neighbours 

45 and 46 Yes, the habitual modeiate use of 
these drugs produces noxious effects It impairs 
the health of consumers, causes the loss of 
appetite, produces asthma It does impair 
the moral sense, mduces laziness and habits 
of immorality and debauchery. It occasionally 
pioduces insanity In some cases it is torapoiary, 
and m others permanent I have seen some 
peiEOiis going mad by the use of ganja They 
shout loudly and walk sometimes naked in the open 
stieets, and are quite indiffeient to worldly matters 

47 and 48. The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appeal to be a hereditary habit, 
nor does it affect in any way the children of 
moderate consumers. 

49 I am informed that the moderate use of 
these diugs is occasionally piaotised as an aphro- 
disiac Yes, it IS used both by prostitutes aud 
their lovers 

50 I have heard that the excessive use of the 
hemp has produced impotence at the advanced age 
of consumeis , but I think such cases are few 
and far between 

51 I am informed that had chaiaeters are not 
as a lule modeiate consumers of any of these drugs 
The persons addicted to the vice generally do not 
commit serious cnmes , but they commit simple 
assaults, and when they are in want of money to 
purchase the drug they commit petty thefts 

52 As a rule excessive consumers do not com- 
mit any serious crimes \ 

55 See paragraph 6 of my report 

56 See answer to question 29 

57 Ganja and charas aie neither eaten nor 
drunk in this part of the country, 

58 and 59 The present system of administra- 
tion in respect ol hemp drugs woiks well, but it 
13 capable of further improvements, so as to re- 
strict its use especially by the pool people , and I 
think the time has come now to put the drugs on 
the same footing as opium and alcoholic stimu- 
lants The present rates of duty levied on trans- 
ports, imports and exports are in my humble 
opinion exceedingly light, and with a view to 
keep these drugs out of the reach of the poor 
people I would suggest that heaviei excise duties 
should be imposed both on the drugs prepared in 
the British territory as Well as on those in the 
Native States The drugs manufactured should 
be stored in a bonded warehouse or a depot, to be 
issued, on payment of excise duty, only to licensed 
vendors, as is now done in the case of opium. 
Charas should have its own late The ganja is 
said to be of a greater strength than bhang, and 
they must therefore have separate rates of excise 

-^utj . The farm of a distnct should not be sold 


37 I am informed t' 


of^haras. 
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to the highest bidder, as is noW done invariably 
in eveiy disfciiot, but separate shop licenses shoald 
be issued to applicants on payment of a fixed fee 
To secure the efilcient administration of the 
6} stem, the right of selling the faim in the ad- 
joining Native States will have to be purchased 
by paying compensation to the chiefs, as has been 
done in the case of countiy liquor 

60 and 61 As it is impossible to prepare oi 
cultivate the drugs sun eptitiously, there is no 
need for control 

62, As the cultii ation of the hemp plant foi the 
production of bhang is not sepaiate from the eul- 
tivatiou of the plant fot the production of ganja, 
no further control than that now exercised is 
needed 

63 and 64 See answers to questions 58 and 
59 

65 No tax is at present levied on the prepara 
tions of these dings, except the import and tians- 
port duties, in respect of which vide answers to 
questions 58 and 59 

66 Only flat ganja is prepared m this district, 
and I do not think it necessaiy that theie should 
be different rates of taxation, because the diffeient 
kinds of ganja do not differ matciially in their 
strength 

67 The tiansport and export duties levied at 
present are merely nominal, and I would suggest 
that the present rales should ho consideinbly en- 
hanced 

68 Theio are licensed shops lu this district 
where these drugs are sold, but there is nothing 
in the terms of the licenses granted piohibiting 
the use of these drugs on the promises of such 
shops, 

69 Generally some soit of piehminary en- 
quiries aie made by the local officers without con- 
sulting the wishes of the inhabitants of the loeal- 
ttj where a new shop is intended to be opened 
If the local officers are of opinion that a shop is 
required at a particular place, it is generally sanc- 
tioned 

70 See paragraph 1 8 of my Ecport No 662 
of SOth Aiigu't 1 isi Piobably people living on 
the borders of Native States buj their supplies 
from shops in the States, as it is said that these 
drugs aie sold there cheaper than in the Biitish 
territorv According to the piesent terms of the 
contract, a faimor or licensee is authorized to sell 
to. one and the same person on any one day as 
much as 40 tolas 1 think this limit is rathei 
high, and it should he reduced to two tolas as has 
been recently done in the case of opium 

Oral evidence 

QuesUon 1 — I am a Lengayet We are follow- I 
ers of Shiva, and they say that Unless we smoke 
pranja we cannot understand God oi find out God 
The sadhus and otheis say it is absolutely neces- 
sary for that concentration of mind rcquiied for 
this undeistnnding of God This understanding 
of God IS not necessary to ns'all, but to om reh- 


I gious men I believe theie must be reference to 
j this in the Shastras , but I cannot lay my hand 
I on any passage The Lengayets are a seel rather 
than a caste , and there are caste divisions within 
the sect There are no Brahmins It is a seces- 
sion from Biabminism 

Question 2 — Bhang is merely powdered ganja 
m this pait of the country I have not seen 
bhang properly so called 

Queshon 20 — The percentages heie are on 
adult males The proportions for othei districts 
ire based on contractors' information But for 
the Southern Mahiatta country it is my own 
estimate , it may be a little high It contains, 
however, the occasional consumeis, and consump- 
tion IB glowing The total ten pei cent under 
g mja m answer 26 is the ten per cent of the 
population shown in answei 20 I have omitted 
there the percentages for other distiicts given 
ID aaswerZO, ior 1 kaoiv nothing peisonahy of 
these percentages 

Question 29 — I cannot say how much bhang 
goes to the sei of hhoja, which is a liquid. 

Question 35 — I would inteifeie with the habits 
of the poor in this lespect because thej give up 
their interest in life, become idle and do not woik 
Thus they suffei moie from habitual excessive 
Consumption than the better classes do They 
use the drugs sometimes in modeiation with ad- 
vantage , but generally this moderate use becomes 
excessive to their great injury So I would try 
to stop consumption by them altogether These 
drugs also injuie most those who have poor food 
Rich food is necessary with these drugs, 

Probably they would turn to opium oi dhatura, 
hut not alcohol, owing to lehgious objections. To 
take to dhatuia would be far worse 

Question dS — It is only the excessive use of 
the drugs that pioducos insanity I know four 
cases of madness produced by gauja. I mean 
that the insanity lu each case was attributed by 
the relations to ganja , and I accepted then state- 
ments One was my teacher , and I never saw 
him smoke But two of the foui men I have seen 
smoke ganja Theie is only one case which I 
knoav well enough to say positively that the ganja 
was the cause of the insanity 

That case was in 1875 or 1876, when the man 
became insane He was not a connection of mine 
He was the son of a duimmcr, who went about 
with dancing gills. My father knew him He 
was a Lengayet and would not use drink He 
was a gambler, and was sent to jail in 1878-79 
for some offence A “ decoy-powdei ” (or love- 
powdei) given by a wife might pioduce insanity 
that is the populai idea Some attiibuted one 
case, that I head of, to this I can give no othei 
causes of insanity in geneial. My belief is that 
the ganja caused the insanity in this case It is 
a popular belief among the Hindus that ganja 
causes insanity I know excessive smokeis who 
aie not insane the popular belief is that exces- 
sive use may cause insanity, not that it always 
aoes 


33 Evidence of Bao BAHADtrit Ratmchakdba Eajaram MuLii, Eeshastlm Biahnnn, 
Adnnmsirator oj Jatli, tn Southern Mahratta Counhy 


1 


1 During my service as administrator of Miiaj 
(Junior) and Jath, where hemp is cultivated, I 
had Oppoiiunities of getting information from the 

Tol Til 


onltivatois of hemp and dealers in hemp drugs 
I had also oppoitunities of observing thechaiacter 
of those addicted to the use of hemp drugs 

ii2 
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2 The defimtiOBS given hy Dr Pram might be 
accepted for this State and Southern Mahiatta 
country generally. The words sub]i, siddhi and 
patti are not in use here The word bhang is in 
use here, but it is synonymous with gan]a There 
IS no bhanij heie as is found m Northern India 
Hound ganja is not made in this part of the 
country Chur is called here gadada 

3, 4, 5 and 6 The wild hemp plant is not 
found in this part of the country, and theiefore 
these questions need no answer 

7 The hemp plant is cultivated in this part for 
the production of ganya only No cultivation is 
made for [b], [c) and (d) The hemp plant is 
cultivated in the Jath State at Kumbhari, 
Bagewadi, Bay, BelunLi, Yeldari, Jath, Jangalgi, 
Boblad, Aukla, and at Kharsundi* (Aundh State), 
Mhaswad* and Lengre'*‘ of the Sataia district, and 
Morale^ of Miray Junior 

The total extent of hemp cultivation in this 
State is about 30 acres I have no means of 
ascertaining the acieage under hemp cultivation 
in the villages marked * in the above list But I 
can say from a reference to statements of crops 
given 111 the Annual Report of the Director of 
Land Records and Agriculture, 1889-90, that in 
the surrounding British districts of Satara, 
Biyapur and Belgaum 368, 1, and 2 acres are, 
respectively, under the hemp cultivation 

8 Prom the statistics to hand I find that there 
has been an increase in the area under hemp cultiva- 
tion, because the soil and the climate of the 
western portion of Jath are favouiable for its culti- 
vation, and the pioduce pays very well The 
increase has been since the past seven or eight yeais 
Theie has been greater demand for ganya, and 
hence the increase 

9 The land called Marul (mixture of red earth 
with white) IS generally selected for ganya culti- 
vation The site thus selected is well ploughed 
and manured with cowdung and then it is 
bai rowed several times The seed is not preserved 
here, but is brought from the If hanapur taluka 
of the Satara district I am informed that the 
ganya seed from Ahmednagar is considered the 
best j and the If hanapui cultivators bring it from 
that disti’ct The sowing operation commences 
as soon as the ram periods called Punarwasu and 
Pushia set in — that is, in the month of J uly It is 
popularly believed that the J uly (Punarwasu and 
Pu'^hia) rams are favouiable for the raising of 
ganya crop Ganya cultivators aie, theretore, on 
the alert not to lose this favourable opportunity 
The seed is sown by means of itffan or dull plough 
On the plants attaining the height of nearly six or 
nine inches, weeding operation begins In the 
event of the plants growing too closely, they are 
thinned and carefully weeded out The method 
of transplantation of ganya is not known in this 
State If the rainfall is scarce and inopportune, 
the plants are watered by well irngation twice a 
week To favour the upward growth, the lower 
branches are lopped off Trimming of the plants 
commences by November The ganya plot is 
again Inrrowed and all weeds are removed 
At this stage the plants begin to .flower, when 
the services of an expert are called into 
requisition At this yuncture all the stami- 
nate or male plants must be cut down and re- 
moved This work can only be done by an expert, 
who i« paid at least Rs 10 a month dining the 
time his services are employed He is called 
Pankhdar, because he examines all the plants 
and carefully tabes away all the male plants till 
tliey disappear altogether 


10. There is not a separate class of persona 
who cultivate hemp But tliose among the agri- 
culturists who have means of cultivating the hemp 
plant do so 

11. Never in this part of the countrj 

12. No 

13 In this province the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for ganya appears to have been lestricted to 
the districts'in the plain country, that is, districts 
of the Deccan, the Southern Mahiatta country, and 
Xhandesh The climate and situation of these parts 
appear favourable to the growth of hemp plant foi 
ganya As in the coast districts the hemp plant is 
not at all cultivated, the cultivation does not seem 
common to all distiicts Hot climate, friable loamy 
soil, ram periods, viz , Pushia and Piinaiwasu, etc., 
are the special conditions for the cultivation of 
hemp plant for ganya In this poition of this 
State and generally wheie there is deep black soil 
as m the Don valley its cultivation for ganya 
seems impossible 

14 Ganya is prepared fiom the hemp plant m 
this State at the following places — 

(1) Kumbhari, (2) Bagewadi, (S) Bay, (4) Be- 
lunki, (5) Jath, (6) Yeldaii, (7) Jangalgi, (8) 
Boblad, and (9) Ankle And, so far as I know, 
this article is prepared also in the villages of 
the neighbouring States fnnd British distncts 
These places are as follows — 

Lengre, Mahaswad and Kharsundi, etc 

The extent of the produce of ganya in this State 
is 150 maunds (80 tolas=l seer .and 40 seers = l 
maund) 

(5) and (c) are not prepared m this pait of the 
country 

16 The wild hemp plant is not met with in 
this part of the country, and therefore the follow- 
ing particulars of the method of the preparation 
relate to the cultivated plant only When oiop is 
ready for reaping, a piece of ground, about 9 teet 
long, 18 cleaned and well cowdunged On this 
place tlie unfeitihzed flowering tops of the hemp 
plant are heaped. This heap is tiodden by men for 
16 times every day At the end of every fourth 
time, the heap is turned upside down 'ibis 
operation goes on for four days successively. This 
operation bnngs narcotic pioperties in the stuff, 
which IS then termed ganya 

(A) Smoking Before ganya is put into a pipe 
it IS rubbed m the palm of the hand with a few 
drops of water , and is then well piessed between 
two palms of the hands so as to remove all water 
and make it sticky 

(B) Eating For this purpose a preparation is 
made of ganya which is called fakki The manu- 
facture of fakki IS as follows — 

Ganya is first fried in ghee and then it is mixed 
with sugar lu equal proportion In thi® mixture 
the spices, viz , cardamoms, nutmegs, cloves and 
poppy seeds are added Some people eat ganya 
mixed with a little yagri. ^ 

Another preparation made for eating, ganya is 
mayum Ganja is first fried in ghee and well pow- 
dered A syrup of sugar is piepared in which the 
fued and powdered ganya is mixed This mixture 
IS then boiled and stirred until it becomes an adhe- 
sive syiup This syiup ig then pomed into a 
flat vessel which is kept open in the air Wlien 
the syrup concietes into a thick cake, it is divided 
into small parts and made ready for use 

With a view to play practical yokes ganya is 
used m the prepai.ition of a dish called bhayi — a 
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piepnration of gnm flower and slices of bnnjal, 
etc (here instead of bnnjal, ganja is put), soaked 
in oil or butter and fiied 

(C) Drinking For drinkina: purposes a pre- 
paration called gbota is made The method of this 
preparation is as given below — 

Ganja (female flowering tops made into flat cakes) 
IS mixed with water, and the mixtuie is giounded 
either m a mortal with a pestle oi pounded on a 
bard stone with another stone The quantity 
thus pounded is mixed with cardamoms, cloves, nut- 
megs, sugar and poppy seeds The mixtuie is 
again grounded for several hours, then the mixture 
IS poured down by a person standing on an ele- 
vated place into another pot This process is con- 
tinued till the mixture comes to the satisfaction of 
the consumer This piocess of pouring down the 
mixtuie IS, it IS believed, calculated to increase the 
narcotic propeity of the diug in proportion to the 
height of the place from which the mixture is 
poured down again and again The ghota is 
sometimes prepared in sugarcane juice This 
drink is taken ad hbtium, 

16 As there is no bhang in this part of the 
country information is not available. 

17 Ganja is prepared for smoking purposes by 
those who use it Theie are' not professional 
classes for preparmg it Majum is prepared by 
sweetmeat sellers Ghota for drinking purposes 
is prepared by persons in then houses In large 
towns and cities it is prepared by sweetmeat 
makers for sale 

18 Ganja detcuorates by keeping It loses its 
effects m time Witli oidmaiy care it can be 
kept in good condition for a year or so By long 
keepmg it gets a musty smell, and its narcotic 
properties disappear by evaporation Measures to 
prevent deterioration are not known in this pait 
of the countiy 

19 Ganja is not used for smoking only , but it 
is eaten after mixmg it with other things It is 
used in majum, fakki, ghota and bhaji The 
particulais of the preparations are given in my 
reply to question JNo 16 The use of these 
preparations is prevalent in the Deccan and 
Southern Mahralta country. It is also used for 
medicinal purposes 

20 Gossains, bairagis, fakirs, kaikadis, lamo- 
sis, bhamtias or uchalias (professional pick- 
pockets), weavers, dyeis, and many of the lower 
strata of the population use ganja Even in 
higher classes theie aie many Brahmins and many 
others who are addicted to the smoking of ganja 
In my opinion not less than 8 per cent of the 
population (in tins part of the country) is addicted 
to ganja-smokmg In towns the proportion of 
gaiija-smokers is greater than in villages Where 
there are criminal classes, the consumption of 
ganja is on a larger scale 

21 Round ganja is preferred for smoking, 
but here it is not easily available , the flat ganja 
IS, therefore, generally used everywhere in this 
part of the country , cliur is not used for smoking 
here 

22 Charas is scarcely used here It is import- 
ed for sale fiom Smd, the Central Provinces and 
the Punjab 

23 and 9,4- The bhang is not met with in this 
part of the couutiy, and particulars therefore can- 
not be given 

2a The consumption of ginja is on the in- 
crease, which is observable among the lower 


classes' The reason is the want of education 
among them Their mateiial condition is im- 
proved, and they therefore can afford to spend 
money in their vicious habits of using ganja 

26 I have stated above that 8 per cent of the 
population are consumers of ganja This propoi- 
tion may be classified as follows — 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers . 6 

(5) Do excessive do ,1 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers , 11- 

(d) Do excessive do . -1; 

Total . 8 

27 (fl) Habitual moderate consumers are from 
the working classes who use gaiija as a stimulant 

(4) Habitual excessive consumers are taken 
fiom lower orders who lead idle life and are al- 
most vagabonds 

(e) Occasional moderate consumers are from 
belter classes who use ganja on holidays and iti 
religious ceremonies 

(d) Occasional excessive consumers are from 
occasional moderate consumers mentioned in (c) 

28 The average allowance of ganja to (a) 
habitual modeiate consumers is about two tolas at 
a cost of half an anna per diem, while for (4) 
habitual excessive consumers about 7 ot 8 tolas of 
ganja at a cost of two annas per diem is required 

29 Tobacco is [a) ordinarily mixed with ganja 
by the different classes of smokers, In (4) excep- 
tional cases the mixture of petals of rose flowers, 
cloves, cardamom seeds, nutmegs and cinnamon are 
mixed together, and the mixture is well powdered 
The powder thus prepared is mixed with ganja 
befoie it IS used for smoking by well-to-do 
persons 

Dliatura is sometimes so used by those who are 
hard smokers The object of mixing tobacco is 
to give flavoui to the ganja, which is naturally 
insipid In tobacco there is nicotine principle 
while it IS absent m ganja Tobacco is therefoie 
generally mixed with this stuff In older to give 
aromatic smell to the smoke the massala (the 
articles mentioned above) m exceptional cases is 
mixed Bhang massala is not sold in this part of 
the country I am informed that in Northern 
India, where bhang is extensively used, bhang 
massala is generally sold Its ingiedients are 
said to be poppy seed, kasni, and cucumhei seed 
Excessive smokeis add sugar to this bhang 
massala The object of mixing dliatura is to in- 
crease the narcotic property of ganja Black 
dhatura seed {DAaiura fastiissa) is pieferred 
It may be mentioned here that a pipe made of 
sujjfarcane is used foi smoking ganja It is a 
belief that the pipe of the above kind increases 
narcotic pioperty of ganja 

80, Of the total number of oonsumeis three- 
fourths smoko ganja in coni- 

• PlensB BOB appendix 

dressed to ganja , the lest use it in solitude The 
consumption of ganja is not confined to the male 
sex alone Women of low character are met with 
who smoke ganja generally in solitude The con- 
sumption of ganja is not confined to any time of 
life It IS not usual foi children of tendei years 
(under 14 years) to smoke ganja 
81 The habit of consuming ganja is easily 
formed It is, no doubt, very difiicult to hieak 
off the habit however, a moderate consumer 
might do without the use of ganja for a week oi so , 
but habit being a second nature, the consamei 
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cannot altogether give it up I cannot say there 
IS any tendency in the ganja itself for the moder- 
ate habit to develop into the excessive Much 
depends upon society 

32 So far as the Hindu community is con- 
cerned, it IS difficult to make a distinction between 
social and religious customs, as every custom is 
attributed to some religious piinciple 'i be con- 
sumption of ganja in one form or another is 
cnstomaiy on holidays such as the Shivaratrs 
or Muharram In this pait of the country pil 
grimages are held at different places in honour of 
Shidanatn, the supposed incaination of Shiva 
(one of the Hindu Tiinity) Ghota made of ganja 
IS offered to the deity On this occasion it is con- 
sideied incumbent on the devotee to take a cup of 
ghota himself and give some to-' his friends, rela- 
tions and followers, as the use of the diug in con- 
nection with the custom is regarded es=ential 
The use is generally temperate It is not likely 
to lead to the formation ot the habit, nor is it 
injuiious, as the use is only made once a year in 
a moderate form 

33 The consumption of ganja is regarded 
VICIOUS and disieputable Theie exists a strong 
public opinion against the use of ganja, as the 
person addicted to this Lind of intoxication is 
not considered respectable in society I do 
think that the use of any form of the narcotic is 
held in disrepute, and I attribute the sentiment 
to the following reasons — 

1st — Generally naiootics are used by lower 
orders of the people 

Snd —They are used by criminal classes 

3rd — The use of the naicotic demoralises the 
character of a man and intoxication makes 
him act like a beast 

4tk — As the results of the indulgence of the 
naicotic are proved pernicious, the habit 
IS condemned by societies of all countries 

The custom of worshipping the hemp plant is 
not known in this part of the country 

84 It would no doubt he a serious privation to 
gosains, hairagis, and fakus to forego the con- 
sumption of ganja uhich they use every day. 
These classes spend then lives in pilgrimages in 
different paits of the country and use ganja as 
their main support I do not think that other 
such classes as artisans, etc , would feel serious 
privation supposing they use the drug modeiatelj 

35 I do not think it feasible to prohibit alto- 
gether the use of all these drugs The drug 
(ganja) will he consumed illicitly The culti^ 
vation of the hemp without permission will have 
to be made penal by the law Such piohibition 
IS likely to occasion seiions discontent among the 
consumeis, such as gosiins, haingis, and others 
of the similar class So far os this province 
(Bombay presidency) is concerned, such discon- 
tent will not amount to a political danger I 
think such prohibition will be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants and other drugs, such as 
drinks of sindi or palm juice 

36 I do not think that alcohol is now heino* 
used in place of ganja in this presidency. On 
the contiary, I think those who aie unable to buy 
liqnois on account of its enhanced price resoi-t to 
ganja As regards this question, I cannot do 
better than give reference to page 236 of Hindu 
-Materia Medica by U C Diitt, uhich will show 
that alcohol is being substituted for ganja in 
Bengal. 


40 The Native Doctors, both Hindu and 
Muhammadan, use ganja in medicine It is used 
to cure not only the diseases of cattle, but of 
horses also 

41. (fl) The moderate use of ganja by smok- 
ing IS beneficial in its effects as digestive and its 
use by dunking is said to be a food aecessoty 

(i) Yes 

(c) It IS a popular belief that smoking of 
ganja is preventive of dlfeease in malarious and 
unhealthy tiacts 

Labouring classes and pilgrims who aie required 
to travel different paits of the country use ganja 
for the above purposes I refer to moderate 
habitual use. 

43 Yes 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
ganja on the habitual consumer is to rouse his 
spiiits Tiie use of ganja is said to be refreshing 
to the habitual consumer It does produce in- 
toxication in modeiate consumers, drink prepared 
of ganja, that is, ghota, allajs hunger Smoking 
creates appetite The effect of ganja smoking 
lasts foi about two Louis I am informed that 
the lassitude is the after effect The want of 
subsequent gratification produces longing oi 
uneasiness 

51 A large proportion of bad characfceis, us , 
hhamtjas (piek-pockets) and kaikadis and other 
criminal classes aie found to have been habitual 
moderate consumers of ganja The use of ganja 
nerves the consumer to commit a ciime Popu- 
larly ganja intoxication is called “Mardani Kaif " 
or male intoxication , that is to say, the consnmei 
while under the influence of ganja acts like a 
heio 

52 Those who make the use of ganja to an 
excess habitually aie sometimes found to haie 
inn amuck , murders aie committed by such 
persons, but cases of these kinds are of raie oecur- 
lence 

54 Yes 

55 Yes, ciiminals induce then victims to 
paitake majum (made of ganja) and stupefy them- 
selves 

58 The present system of excise adminis- 
tration in the Bombay presidencj works geneially 
well, hut I consider it susceptible of impiovemeiit 
in some minor points 

59 The impiovement seems neeessaiy in the 
minimum quantity of intoxicating diugs allowed 
to be sold to one person on anj one day, and the 
rate at which the drug should be sold in retail 

60 In the Bombay presidency the cultivation 
of the ganja-beaiing plant is not at all contiolled, 
as under the present Abkari Act cultivation of 
ganja without permission is not an offence under 
Bombay Act No. V of 1878 {vide Queen w 
Narain wd Soma, 1883) But the process of 
the piepaiation of ganja is sufficiently contiolled, 
as no one can piepaie it without a Jicense I do 
not think any modihcatioii in the lules necessary 

61 Charas is not produced here 

62 Properly speaking, bhang as defined by ' 
JJr Irain is not pi educed here, and therefore no 

answer to this question is requiied from me 

63 I see no objection to the system of whole- 
sale vend of ganja As regards retail sale, I 
think 40 tolas, which is the piesent minimum 
quantity allowed by the rules, is too large. If 
intoxication is to be checked, the quantity should 
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be 1 educed to 20 tolas , so also a rate should be 
hxed at which the Jioensee should sell the drug. 

64 No 

65 According to the present sjstem the 
monopoly o£ selling mtosiciting drugs (including 
ganja, bhang and charas) is put to public auction, 
and the jierson whose bid is accepted is given a 
license Hhe licensee sells these articles at his 
own rates Under such circumstances it is 
impossible to state what is the taxation of each of 
the drugs (gan 3 a, bbang^andiharas) and therefore 
compaiison with refeience to each other is im- 
possible, A comparison of tne tax on ganja 
with that on alcoholic intoxicants shows that the 
foimer tax is lighter than the latter In ordei 
to check the vice of the use of ganja some 
enhancement in the tax seems desiiable 

66 I think theie should he different lates of 
taxation for diffeieut kinds of ganja accoidmg as 
such kind possesses more oi less narcotic property 

67 and 68 No 

69 The wishes of the people are not consulted 
before a shop is opened in any locality I think 
the opinion o*' the local bodies ought to be con- 
sideied hefoie a shop is opened for the letail sale 
of intoxicating drugs 

70 I am not aware of any facts The Bombay 
Abkaii Act has been introduced by the Native 
States, which are bound by agi cement to enforce 
it Everything is done aceoiding to the rules 
under the Act and strict supei vision is exercised 
by the Abkan Department, and therefore the 
payment of duty is not, so far I know, evaded 
There is no general use of untaxed drugs 

Appendix to the evidence of Rao Baha- 
dur Ramohandea Rajaeam Mul^ 

Translation 

Great is the holy preceptor, Sitaram, 

The warrior Bajrang before him stands. 

The enemy’s skull is off 

Having drunk the nectar of devotion to Ram, 

He stands in an attitude of meditation 

And contemplates devoutly the preceptor’s feet 

Take (the name) of the hill (deitjj 

Great (deity of) Badri, 

Send, oh ' bearded god (Mahadev), 

Bread like unto the cloud, 

And dal (as plentiful) as the ocean. 

For your worshippers to eat 
Thou art near unto him who is present 
And far from him who is negligent 
Take (the name) of Bramha M ihadev 

The body is dirty , 

The mind is pure. 

He stands on oue foot contemplating 
^ Borne one says, 

“ I am a sadhu (saint) ” 

A mine of extreme fraud he is , 

Deceit takes possession of a hypocrite’s heart. 
But a sadhu has Ram in his mind 
We do not know of any deceit. 


The object is to fill the stomach. 

Take (the name) of the hill (deity) 

A sadhu devotes himself to another sadhu, 

But a deceitful man devotes himself to (the 
acquisition of treasme) ' 

Keep the company of the great. 

Greatness will increase , 

Associate with a sadhu, 

And you will be turned into a pearl 
Associate with the bad. 

And lose the (fruits of) meditation 
'Take (the name) of the hill (deity) 

Come, oh 1 thou Kali (ganja) 

Of Calcutta 

Thy word will nevei prove untrue , 

Take the front one to the lear. 

Pluck the scoundrel’s beaid. 

He who has spoiled the ways of religion 

Thrash the scoundiel 

In front of the chavdi 

Burn, oh 1 mother (ganja’), burn 

Bramha Mahadev 

(N B — The sense is not clear in some places and the 
language used is vulgar ) 

Oral evidence 

Question 8 — The increase in demand for ganja 
has been partly due to the improved condition of 
the people, but partly also to increased export to 
Bijapur district, Miraj State and Belganm 
district 

The cultivation of hemp IS veiy profitable and 
prohibition of cultivation would affect the people 
considerably, the raiyats I mean The Jath State 
is under management, and the Bombay Excise 
Rules are iii force I do not think hemp drugs 
are mentioned in any agreement with this State , 
but the State is hound by agreement to act accord- 
ing to the geneial Abkan Law of Bombay 

Question 15 — Bhaji is different from bboja 
It IS only occasionally used in the way I have 
explained 

Question 20 — I think that nearly one in ten 
(i e , eight per cent ) of adult males use ganja I 
do not think this too high an estimate 
, Question S9 — I have not met any one who said 
he used dbatura But I have been told that some 
gosains, &c , use this drug the seeds, and only 
rarely 

Question 40 — I do not know what the diseases 
are foi which the hemp drugs aie used by native 
medical practitioners. 

Question 51, — I have inquired into this matter 
personally and have found that the classes of bad 
characteis I have named are smokers Con- 
tractors and village ofiieeis in the Jath State are 
my informants 

Question 52 —I know no case personally of 
running amuck I have heard of such cases and 
read of them in newspapeis They are rare 
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34i lEvidencs of RAO Bahad'gh V. H 

lecfo) j Ahbagh, 

1 I have made personal enquiries with a few 
persons at Alibagh, who smoke ganja 

2 Charas is not smoked in this district, and 
consequently nothing is known about it by the 
people heie Nothing is known of the dehnitione 
given here, as the hemp plant is not cultivated 
and manufactuied in this district, what is in^ 
ported for sale and smoked is called ganja, which 
appeals to be of a mived variety, viz , flat and 
round gaoji, what is used for dunking is called 
bhang, consisting of smallei leaves or “ patti ’’ 
selected or remaining from the longer leaves of 
ganja 

3 Not known It does not glow spontane- 
oiisly in the Kolaba distnct 

4, 5 and 6 Not known here 

7 None in the Kolaba distiiot 

8 Requires no answei 

9 Not known, as the plant is not cultivated 
here 

10, 11 and 12 Not known. 

13 Cultivation is not restricted in the presi- 
dency of Bombay, But lestrictions are placed 
on its import, esport, and sale— miie Bombay Act 
V of 1878 

14f Not m this distiict 

15 and 16 Not known But ganja, when 
brought home from the shop of the farmer, is 
prepared for smoking, thus — (A) It is kept in 
water for some time and then squeezed by hands 
till all impuie water passes away It is then 
mixed with diy tobacco either in equal or half 
quantity and smoked (B) Eating of ganja is not 
known heie save for medicinal purposes , what is 
used for drinking is called “ bhang,” a liquid pre- 
paiation made by the people generally in their 
own houses (C) The smaller leaves of ganja 
selected for the purpose are first carefully washed 
by water so as to remove all impure matter there- 
from, and then mixed with spices, such as pepper, 
poppy seed, almonds, saffron, dried rose flowers 
(buds), etc The whole mixtuie is pounded on 
a stone, to which then is added milk and sugar , 
the liquid thus prepared is then passed through 
a piece of cloth by way of filtering it and diunk 
Those who cannot afford to use the spices dunk 
it without them 

17 Not known 

18 Ganja deterioiates by keeping after one 
j ear, and becomes quite useless for smoking pur- 
poses after three yeais The causes of deterioia- 
tion aie not known here 

19 The follow’ing answers generally relate to 
ganja used foi smoking purposes 

Ganja is also known to be used occasionally for 
medical purposes to pievent diairhoea, red dysen- 
tery, colic complaints and those fiom cold It is 
then mixed with other native medicines. Its 
ashes are used for stopping ulcerations 

20 Ganja-smokmg is not confined to any parti- 
cular locality or particular class of people But 
generally well-to-do people and those of the better 
classes do not smoke it It is generally used for 
smoking by a majority of the people belonging to 
what are called wandering tubes, such as gosains, 
baiiagiSj fakirs and also by a few of the work- 


SaiKHRE, BrahmHi, Hiitur Deputy Col- 
Kolaba District 

mg classes The proportion of the consumers 
appears to be 1 to every 500 of the population of 
the district, which is, according to the census of 
1891, 594,872 

21 The gonja imported here for sale is a mix- 
ture of flat and round leq^es of the hemp plant 

22. Not known. 

23 No 

24 The people generally do not eat bhang. The 
same answer applies here as is given against ques- 
tion No 20, except that there are very few peisoiis 
who regularly drink bhang, and that few only 

.oecasionallv do so on fast day's and in the hot 
weather Then number, viz , of both the classes 
may be taken to he about from 200 to 800 men 
out of the whole population of the district 

25 It appears that the use of ganja is slightly 
on the increase, as appears from the f ict that in 
1891-92 about 74 maunds were consumed for the 
whole district, while in 1892-93, 75 (Bengal 
maunds) , but it should, at the same time, be 
observed that the increase of one maund does not 
necessarily show any inciease in the number of 
the consumeis, as it is possible that during the 
latter year more ganja might have been 'purchased 
foi uses other than smoking 

26 About three-fourths of the number (ques- 
tion 20) may be classed under (a) and the remain- 
ing one-fonith under (i) and (c) , there are none 
under (if) 

27, Fakirs, goeains and buragis are genenlljr 
habitual excessive consumers, while habitual 
moderate and occasional moderate consumers be- 
long to all classes of the people, especially the 
working and low classes Occasional moderate 
consumers are those who are advised to use ganja 
as medicine As legaids contracting the habit 
of smoking ganja, much depends upon the nature 
of the society or company one moves into 

28 [a) From -J to 1-^ tolas 

(i) Fiom 8 to 5 tolas 

29 Tobacco is invariably mixed with ganja 
before it IS smoked , dhatuia and opium are verv 
seldom used They are mixed for the purpose of 
causing more intoxication Bhang mas°ala con- 
sists of peppei, almonds, poppy seed, cardamoms 
saffron, nutmeg (jaifal) and dried rose buds 

SO Granja smoking and bhang drinking is 
practised to a greater extent in company than in. 
solitude It IS rarely that a consumer smokes or 
drinks alone Generally his neighbouring brothei- 
smokers gather together at his house for the pur- 
pose ' 

81 The habit is not easily formed, but when 
once formed, it is difficult to bieak off As 
regards the last part of the question, it, may be 
remarked that it depends upon one’s own ciicuin- 
stances, both peeuniaiy and social, to develop his 
moderate habit into excessive one 

32 Not known heie But sometimes the 
liquid preparation of bhang is offered as a sacrifice 
to the god Mahadev or Shiva, especially on the fast 
days observed in bis honour 

33 The people genei ally regard ganja smoking 
as a vice, as it brings on intoxication moie oi less 
Ganja smoking and bhang dunking are said to 
excite the religious sense of a man The bhang 
preparation, when occasionally taken in moderate 
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quantities as n cooling; drink, is not viewed ns a 
vice 

Tlioio appeals to be no custom here o£ worship- 
ping the hemp plant 

34 Yes Because the habit once contracted of 
using ganja and bhang, if remoied, would be in- 
jurious to their health in many ways 

35 (o) and (i) No, 

0^) Yes 

(«) and (/) No 

36 No 

The following answers relate to ganja smoking 
only 

37, Charas smoking is not known in this dis- 
trict 

38 and 39 Not known here 

40 Yes — Ftife answer to question 19 Ganja 
is administered to cattle suffering from purging, 
indigestion, etc 

41. (a), (A) and (e) Yes 

Generally all the classes of the people use ganja 
But the roaiority of the consumers will bo found 
among the lower uneducated and workini; elnsscs 
Both the moderate hibitual use andmoderito 
ooeasionnl use are referred to here 

42 It is also harmless, as it does not oscito a 
man to be violent or commit aiij mischief or 
crime 

43 Yes 

44 The model ate use is said to produce aery 
little intoxication and to create appetite Its effect 
lasts for about one hour There are no after- 
effects except that the smoker generally needs 
substantial food The want of subsequent grati- 
fication does produce longing and utic ismcss, but 
it causes no injunous effects 

45 (a) to (c) No 

(/I Such cases are not known to the under- 
signed 

46 No information could be obtained with re- 
gard to this question 

47 No 

48, 49 and 50 Not known 

51 Not knoivn. None 

62 and 53 Not known 

54 Not known No crime appears to have 


been committed here witliin the past four yeai s 
attributable to ganja smoking 

55 Not known. 

56 By admixture of tobacco avith ganja the 
smoking becomes more tasteful (a),(i) Not known 
No mfoimation IS forthcoming about the admix- 
tme of dhatura As a rule ganja is never smoked 
without the admixture of tobacco 

57 As said before, ganja is eaten with othei 
native medicines — vide answer to question No 
19 

58 'file present system works well, except that 
each shop should be farmed out separately 

59 Fide answer to question No 63 

60 and 61 Ganja is not pioduced in tins 
district 

62 No 

63 The only change required is tint instead of 
monopolizing the retail sale, as is done at pieseiit 
with regard to this district, each shop should he 
fumed out separately , so that the people might 
get the drug used for smoking at cheapei lates 
and of a better quality At present there being 
one fnimer for the whole district, it is in his 
hands generally to regulate the prices and the 
quality of the drug, whilo in the case of the 
different farmers for the seieral shops (Iheic are 
fourteen in this district), there will be a competi- 
tion among them as regards good quality and low 
rales 

64 None 

65 The taxation with regard to the drag used 
hcic appears reasonable 

66 No, as legards this district, where no dis- 
tinction IB observed between the difTctont kinds 
of ganja 

67, No 

63 There are no such houses or shops in this 
distnct 

69 Thero appears to bo no rule or older about 
this But much depends upon the wishes of the 
firmer of the drug It is, howeaer, necessary 
that the pcop’o concerned should bo consulted as 
to the advisability of a shop being opened in their 
locality 

70 None, This district does not adjoin any 
Native State except that of Jnngira, where the 
hemp plant 18 not cultivated and does not glow 
spontaneously 


35. Uvidetice of Me J F Feenandez, Jtciued Deputy Collector and City 

Muqisitaie, Almedahad 


1 Tlie opportunities attendant on one’s employ- 
ment m the lle\ enue department of the Admin- 
istration I held an executive iippnintmtut in the 
Ahmedabad Collectonte for seventeen years, and 
my answers relate almost excliisuely to that 
district, 

2 I accept the definitions given hero The 
names the three products mo known by in tho 
Ahmed ibad district are bhang or snbji, ganja 
and charas But I may add that tharns is not 
used or consumed there I hear of round garja 
now for Uio first time I have no\ or seen it 

3 I have no particul ir knowledge on this head 
It IS certainly not grown in the Ahmedabad 
distnet, nor is it cultivated there, lienee I am 

vol Til 


unable to answer tho other questions in this 
chaptci. 

14 Charas is not used or consumed in the 
Ahmedabad district Ganja and bhang, as the 
fust products of the hemp plant, come piepared 
into the district They aie impelled by the 
fniraci of those drugs under peimits granted by 
tho local revenue authorities chiefli from Ahmed- 
nagar district in the Deccan by rail Befoie 
the construction of railway to Ahmednagai, ganja 
used to bo brought chiefly fiom Malwa tid IDohud 
and Godra, and bhang fiom the toiutoiies of the 
Guickwai and the Nawnh of Cambay 

15 I can give no information legarding the 
methods of preparation from the cultivated or 
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■wild plant, but appendix A ( attached liorefo ) 
contains a memonndiira of preparations made 
fiom ganja and bhang for drinking and eating 
purposes It desenbes also the process gan 3 a 
goes through prepaiatory to its being smoked 
jBhang drinking is much patronized during tlic 
hot months of the }cnr It is said to haae a 
peculiai effect on different constitutions , in some 
cases it excites mirth and nsibiJit}, in sonic 
grief and cr 3 ing, and in some quiet and repose 
It has also a fnrtlicr peculiar effect on those who 
lave taken it in that they are unable to face a 
burning light with 03 es open 

IG As fai as I am aware, bhang ns a drink is 
invariably prepared by people in thoir hoiisos 
I am unable to give information on the other tw o 
points, 

18 As a rule, the drugs would dclcnoratc 111 
duo course unless kept in lurmcticallv closed 
bottles or tm cases Loss of effect must follow 
deterioration 

19 Ganya is chiefly used for smoking in 
the Ahmed ibad district, and this ton very limited 
extent indeed, its use b<ing confined to unndering 
gosains, natives of Upper India sojourning in 
the district in consequence of emploimunt, and 
some of the lower classes of the local population. 
Chaias, as stated beforb, is not used at all in that 
district 

20 The foregoing reply answers the query as 
regards the classes of people It is utterly 
impossible to give proportion even at a guess It 
is principally 111 the city of Abtncdabad and some 
of the laiger towns in the district that gnnja is 
smoked 

21 Flatganjais what is used in the Abtncdnbad 
district. 

22 No chnras is used in the Ahmodnbad 
district. 

23 Not in the A1 medabnd district, so far 
as I am aware 

24 It IS tbo Hindus who generally u'c bliang 
as a drink on ceitnm occasions, during hot weather 
especially They do not form a largo number, 
and wbat they do use is used m moderation As 
regards eating, the use of the extract from bliang 
drawn in gin and mixed up with poppy seed, etc 
{vide paiagraph VI, appendix A), is confined to 
an infinitesimally small section of the population, 
and that among the iich and well-to-do people 

25 I do not'think it is on the increase In- 
deed, the habits of the people preclude the pcsi- 
bility of ganja or bhang (cliaras is not used) over 
taking hold of them beyond a moderate indul- 
gence, 

26 They are all modeiato consiimeis, and occa- 
sional consumers in the Ahmedabad district 

28 So f II as my information goes, there are no 
habitual excessive consumers in Ahmedabad The 
modeiate consumers — I mean those who have 
become addicted to the daily use of bhang and 
ganja — larely go beyond a dose, or a smoke or 
two, and this may cost three or four pies, certaiuly 
not more 

29 My answer to query 16 supplies the inform- 
ation desired Dhatura is not used in the Ahme- 
dabad distiict, nor is bhang massala an article of 

^ sale tbeie 

30 As far as ,my information goes, bhang is 
used genei illy in company It is mainly confined 
to tl’c male sex, and used without reference to 


period of life Children may sometimes come in 
for a small share — in cases where they are spoilt 
by then paicnts — if they happen to bo with them 
when they (the latter) indulge in it 

SI The use of ganja and bhang is so very 
limited that it is impossible for mo to h izard a 
satisfactory reply lint it may be observed that 
the habit of ganja smoking is formed by associa- 
tion with the consumers of the drug, and, unless, 
it has taken root, tlieie would be no difliculty in 
breaking it off ■« 

32 ITie bev crage made from hbang {vide V 
of Appendix A) is used in the worship of Maha- 
deo in the itriiple during the hot sc ison, and 
diunk by the worshippers when the service is over 

j The beverage forms an essential part of the cc’-c- 
monj, and has not been known to have hern used 
except 111 moderation So far ns my experience 
goeSj I have not known it to have led to the form- 
ation of a habit of indulging in it, and I do not 
think rt has proved to be injiirions 

33 So far ns I am aware, tlicrc is no public 
opinion against lilinng drinking in Ahmedabad 
Hut against ginjn smoking tbero ccrlainlv is a 
public ftclmg just ns tbero la against the drinking 
of spirituous liquors Hemp plant is not wor-> 
shipped in Ahmedabad. 

SI The pnvntion in tins case would bo almost 
llie same as the foregoing of wines and liqnors 
would be to a European habituated to tbo con- 
sumption of wines and liquors As already stated, 
the user-, in Ahmedabad are very few 

35 As far as my expcnenco goes, no good will 
come out of a proliibitiou to nso either bhang or 
ganja in the Ahmedabad district As the use of 
the drugs there is not general, its prohibition may 
notlcid to any pnhttc.ii danger, but it will be 
sure to cause considerable discontent I know of 
n few cases in winch bliang has given wav to 
nlcoliolic liquors Indeed, as matters stand in 
Ahmedabad, alcoholic drinks, which thirty years 
ago wore looked upon as an abomination by the 
people there, Hindus specially, have now become 
ai tides of regular consumption among certain 
sections of the coinramiity, and they have caused 
far greater ruin among them during the last 25 
years than bliang and ganja ever did singly or 
collectively duiing ten times 26 years 

30 1 think there is Education has given the 
rising generation a distaste and contempt for 
old things, among which may be included the use 
of tbc^e elrugs, and created a desire for alcoholic 
liquors, which are indulged m pietty freely 

58 Consuleriiig (hat there is no hemp cultiva- 
tion III the Ahmedabad district, and that ganja 
and bbaug come there prepared , further, that I 
left the service seven years ago, mid that I am 
Ignorant of the di mges that liav e been introduced 
asregirds ndraiiiistiation and contiol since my 
rotnement, I am not in a position to discuss the 
questions in this chapter But bearing in mind 
the small and partial consumption of these drugs 
m this district, rc seems to mo that the farming 
system as regards their importation and lotail sale 
(prevailing lu my time) is the best arrangement 
possible. 

68 Bhang, ganja, and mnjum are sold in the 
Ahmedabad district by tambolis 01 sellers of betel 
leaves and betel mils (pau supan) Tbo demand 
foi them IS not such as to admit of a shop being 
devoted to their exclusive sale There was in 
that district during my lime no liouse or shop 
where their preparations were consumed on the 
premises, but I hear that one h is lately been 
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opened in the city of Aliraedibad, wheie bliang 
bevenge is prepared for tbe public and used ac- 
cordingly I think this ought to be stopped 

69 Theie was no occasion for such a proceed- 
ing in my time 


Appendix A 

Ganja Preparations 
' Eating 

T—Ganja ghee — This is made bv boiling a 
certain quantity of gan]a and ghee in witei for 
two or thiee days When the decoction has at- 
tained the requiied point, the pot is taken off the 
fire and allowed to cool don n The ghee is re- 
moved as soon as it hardens and put away in a 
3 ar It IS used at pleisiup, a dose, as a rale, not 
exceeding one-eighth of a tola 

II — J/ttjar— This IS made of gauja ghee 
{vide foregoing) and sugar taken in certain pro- 
portions They are hist boiled to a thick consist 
ency The compound is then mixed with nutmeg, 
kastuii (Vachellia fartienana)^ kesar (Crocus 
'lahvus), and. cardamoms, all powdeied, accoiding 
to the taste of the consumers ilajum is sold in 
the bazar 

III — Aluh — This IS a preparation used only 
by tbejich and well to-do people, Hindus geiiei al- 
ly, and IS invanably made at borne Taken 3 lb 
of gauja properly cleaned It is put into a pot of 
water and boiled , at a certain stage the w atei is 
poured out gently, and the ganja is put out to 
dry "When dry, it is pounded veiy fine To 
the powder thus maue aie added two ounces 
avoirdupois of cardamoms, one ounce of nutmeg, 
half an ounce of cloves, two ounces of mace, two 
ounces of gulkand (rose flower pieserve), two 
ounces of piplimul {Ckavtca roxlurght), two 
ounces of cinnamon, eleven giams of kastun 
( Vachellia, farnenana), one tola of kesar {Crocus 
salivus), half a tola of opium, and one tola of 


tamal patra {Ciunamomum tamala), all powdered 
The whole IS then blended together uith half a 
tola of siher leave=, and the compound is thrown 
into a rupee’s woith of pure honey and well 
mixeU up The preparation is now ready for use 
It IS taken only by pinchful at a time, 

Smoling 

IV — A pice woith of ganja weighing about a 
fourth of a tola suffices for a chillum It is well 
washed in water until all the seed is detached , the 
lendnum is then mixed with an equal quantity of 
tobacco, and put info a chillnm and then smoked 
Ordmanlv a chillum answers for two or thiee 
persons, but there are cases where a man smokes 
it right through himself at one time, and moie 
than one in a day 

Bhang. 

DnuLing 

V — Bhang as a drinh — It is first loasted , 
then passed through water several times, and af tei 
that pounded with a ceitain quantity ot black 
pepper, poppy seed, fennel seed, and lose flowei 
petals Tbe powder so formed is mixed uitb a 
quantity of wtei, or water and milk, oi milk 
alone, at pleasure The mixture is then strained 
through a piece of fine cloth, and the liquid be- 
comes fit foi use Some people sweeten it with 
sugar The highei classes add spices to the mix 
ture and substitute almonds foi poppy-seed 

Baling 

VI — An extiaet is dr,awn from bhang m ghee, 
the process of manufacture being similar to that 
observed in the piepuitionof ganja ghee It is 
used in the same way as ganji ghee After re- 
moval of the concentrated ghee fiom the pot, the 
water is emptied out gently and the leoiiluum is 
put out to dry ‘When diy, it is mixed with poppy- 
seed and sugar in ceitain proportions, and this 
composition foims an article of Inxuiy, being used 
like betel-nut 


36 Evidence of Naratan Eao Bhikhaji .To(jai;RKAR, Brahmin, Pensioned Deputy 
Collector , now Karhliari of the Aundh Stale, 


1 I was — 

hill/, Mamlatdor of talukas K irad, Pa tan and 
TV'ai, in the Satora Collectoiate, foi six 
years , 

Sndlg, Assistant Commissioner of the 
Southern Division, then comprising nine 
Collectorates, till — (l)Sataia, (2) Poona, 
(3) Ahraednagar, (4) Sholapur, (5) 
33elganm, (6) Kaladgi (now Bijapur), 
(7) Dharwai, (8) llatnagiii, (9) Noith 
Canara (Karwar), for neaily six yeais , 

Srdlg, Deputy Gollocfcoi of (1) Khandesh, 
(2) Nasik, (3) Ahbag, (4) Ahmedabad and 
(5) Sholapur for seven yeais , 

4thlg, Assistant Collector, Salt Revenue, 
Bombay , 

5lhlg, Karbhan of the Jamkhmdi State for 
three years , 

Blhlg, Karbhan of the Khasgi State at 
Indore, and aftci letuemeut 

vol vu 


7lhly, Am now Karbhan of the Aundh 
State 

In my above capacities I had always had occa- 
sion to examine the shops for the sale of gauja 
and to see the hemp plant grown in fields 1 have 
seen huiidieds of ganji smokers and bhang, or in 
othei words gho’ti drinkers, and seen their state 
of mind and condition In addition to my own 
knowledge of the mattei, I have availed myself of 
the infoimation piepared by the Mamlatdar of 
Khanapui, Mr S K Bengali, in regard to the 
cultivation of the hemp plant, and conversed with 
a number of hemp plant pioducers and ganja 
seileis and smokers during this week before com- 
mencing to wiite my answeis to the following 
queues put by the Hemp Commission 

2 The definition of the narcotic ai holes obtain- 
able from the hemp plant as given faj Dr Pram 
and noted down here is not fully applicable to the 
hemp plant in the Deccan, but, I am informed, to 
that growing m the North-Western Pi evinces 
He states that the diy leaves of the hemp plant 
produce bhang, but they are thiown away here as 
having no naicohc matter in them 

H 2 



His (i.liMition oC clnras is correct Chains is 
the resiiionb gummy mattei avhicU shells to tlio 
scythe or hand oi foot, by which tlie top flowoiitig 
and knot shoot briuohes of tho hemp plant are 
cut 01 pulled out or tiodden This gummy sub 
stance, which is collected together and converted 
into small julls, is cilled chaias, Itisnioioin- 
to'cicnting than ganj i 

Tiie definition of tho word ganja is corrccti 
with this addition, that not onl} tho dried (lower- 
ing tops, blit the (lower bunches that shoot out at 
each knot also constitute ginja when trodden 
Ihe crumbles that ait collected at the lime of 
treading down tho (loivering tops and knot shoots 
togethei I'lth their tinj leaves to make flat gmja 
are called bh ing, t e , fragments ol the ganja In 
short, bhang and ganj i uic almost one and tho 
same in the Dccc m Eoiind ganja is not produced 
here, but (1 it g uiju only 

3 to 6 I have not come to know of tho growth 
spontaneously of the hemp plant in nnj of tho 
districts of which I had imniedi itc tlnrgi It is 
not jiroducod in the distiiot of S itara, of which I 
am the piincipal witness, coiiscqiientiy answero to 
queiiCa from ISios 3 to 6 ne blank 

7 Ilenp plant is ciiltn it^d in the Sahara Col- 
lectorite and in thi Aiindii St itc («) for piodiiclion 
of ganja, (b) diaras, and (ci bhang, but [d) not 
foi Us fibre oi seeds Hio c'ctent of cultu ition in 
the Satan Colloc'orilo, together witli the totil 
produce, can bo leaint from the stitemciit prop ired 
by the Gollcolor of batara 

S Owing to the lO'tiioliou placed hj the 
Abkaii Act on tlie mantifaciuro, sale, and export 
ofgaoji, the ciiltuation of tho hoinp plant is not 
on the ineicaKO 


9 Hemp plant grous Invunantlj in irrig ted 
lands of all kind:,, nliothei thoj be black, reddish, 
or whitish It grows in drj crop land al=o, pro- 
vided the fall of ram bo soaooiiablo ind plentiful 
I have seen the hemp plant growing luiuriiiitl} 
in an nngated field of whitish gionthan 1 md 
belonging to a Brahmin geutlcmm surnamed 
Tadpatri in the Raliuri taluka of tho Ahimd- 
nagir Co’.Ieotouite, twenty jeara ago, wink 
Assistant Commissionei I liaie also seen it 
glowing 111 hi ick and reddish soils in the Salara 
Collectoiato and in the Aundh State 'Iholinds 
selected tor tho hemp cultivatioo are plongliednnd 
harrowed in the months of February and March 
and manured in the month of Maj Twontj-(]\o 
cart-loads of manure aie required forcichacic 
The seed u-ed is from the Nag ir Colicctoratt 
geneially, because it is supposed to produce a 
smaller numbei of male plants oi to gue rise to 
a smiller number of tho plagues hereinafter men- 
tioned The hemp seed is like mug seed, and 
can be had at one seer of 80 tolas per rupee It 
IS sown m the month of Tuly generilli, and the 
ciop IS reaped in tho month of November or 
December It commences to grow within i 
week If the plmts grow tliicker they are 
thinned, and only those at a distance ol one inch 
apait are allowed to stand In order thit tin 
Cl op maj not be thick, two of the thiee holes of 
tho sowing machine intended for tho passao-e of 
the seed are blocked up at the time of sowino- 
Fiom one and a quarter to two seers of seed are 
lequired for an acre The plants are one foot 
high within a month, when tliej are weeded and 
the task of rooting out tho male plant oi plants 
affected wnh plagne follows It is a diffionlt task 
to find nut male p ants, hut it can geneiallv be 
recognized by the small pm-li!ve white flowei 


glowing in anv one of the bniiphes of the plant 
when it IS ripe and in the shoots when joung 
This lb iho called tho iindja plugiio 

The Mamlatdiir of Kh uiaiiur informs me that 
theie aie otln r five Linds of pi igiios for tho hemp 
plant tailed (1) shci irja, (2) lialdva, (8) knpslna, 
(d) piindia, (jj mora, the plants iilTectcd by which 
are icquind to be canfiillj rootol out tii due time 
The shinirja plague is recognized bj one of the 
branches growing higher and bending down with 
ajowiin-liko giain flower at tho end of it The 
Iialdj a pi igiio IS recognized bj a jellow shoot at 
one of tho knots of the plant The kanshia and 
ptinilia jihigues can bo recognized by a jownn like 
grim on the* lop of tho plint It trineforms 
afterwards into u white or jellow flower The 
mora jiligno, recagiiiztd bj the lellow (lower in 
the top hunch, makfs its nppcaiance somi times 
(iftien d iis prior to the najiing of the crop, and 
h is the offeet ol de«troj tug tho better qiiality of 
the g inja 

No one is able to recognize the m ile plant and 
the plagues with slight observation, md therefore 
experts are cmplojcd At the time of reaning the 
ciop two men are emplojcl, one to cut the flower 
top Imnelics with a Seville, and another man to 
pull out the knot shoot biinclies About 520lb 
of gnnjii ire siid to be produced in in acre when 
the crop IS superior Dvelusiv <■ of the 1 ibour of 
the* cultivator, the cspen=e ol producing one acre 
ofhimp crop is ibont IICO, and including the 
< iihivutoi’b labour IllOO It is worthv of note 
tint this crop IS not citen bj cittlo, but bv sheep 
oiilj , iiid ns sheep lire not to be found strajiiig 
nnvwliero, lump platils do not require liolging 
gencrillj 

10 Tho ngrictilturiil cuUivalorb are the vorj 
persons vvlio cnltivaii* hemp 

1 1 Tncro is no wild hemp plant in the Satarn 
Collectoiale 

12 Wild hemp 15 nowhere Cspeotn 11} culiivafcd 
10 tho Sat'ira district 

13 The cultivation of tho hemp plant is not 
rcsliietcd in tno Satan Collector itc and m the* 
AuiidhSlito Tiiore was a doubt on this point, 
but It was cleared b} the High Gmrt ruling, 
dated I'lth November 188\ to tho effect tliv*- the 
mere* cultivation of hemp jilanl is not pntiislnble 
under section 13 of the AbLin Act, V of 1878 
The loannfacturo of tho plant into g'lijn, bhang 
and oh irns iloiio requires a license Tho sale and 
export are also covered with passes 

The cultivation is not common to all districts, 
1101 aic all the cuHivators in tlie h dnt of culti- 
vating hemp Such (if tlie cultivator' onlv is find 
it profitable cultivate it I do not think tint the 
cultivation of the hemp plant is impos'ible anj- 
wlieie It can bo produced in ill garden lands 

14 Ganja, oharas and bhang are jircparcd in 
the Satan Collectorato b} the cultivators thereof 
Tlie extent of the cultiv ition will bo Imow n from 
tho statement fuinishcd through the Collector 

16 Tho top bunches and the knot buiiohes of 
the hemp plant are trodden, sopiiatel}, bee luse 
they cannot bo trodden together properlj The 
pioeess of treading goes on till the* Lnnclics aio 
eomplotfely flattened This vs called ginja 

The process of jiieparing oh iias is simple The 
chaias IS the rebinous gumni} matter with which 
tlicBcjtho ortho hand 01 foot becomes bosmoaiod 
at tho time of cutting oi pulhng out or treading 
the flower top or knot shoot biinelies This 
m liter is collected ryud (Onverted into sni ill pills 



Blimig [te, fngraent-i of the ganja) is giound 
and put into milk mi\ed up with oaidamoms, 
almonds, poppy seed, sugai, sweet fennel, nutmeg, 
black peppei and m ice and strained several times 
inddiunk This is called bhang ghota 

Ganja is used for smoking thus It is first 
washed, until it ceases to give out gieen uater 
By this washing process it becomes gummy One 
tola of ganja is sufiicient to hll in two to thiee 
smoking pipes As ganja is put in the smoking 
pipe in its wet state, one-half tola of tobacco is 
mned with it, or pi iced above and below it to 
m ike it Ignite 

Bhang is also converted into small cakes by 
boiling it with ghi and sugar This is called 
ma]um oi jakuti This is eaten 

Theie are no wild hemp plants in the Deccan, 

16 Ghota fiom bhing foi drinking is prepaied 
by the dnnkers in their own houses It cannot be 
prepared from the hemp plant in its raw state 
wheieierit isgiowmg Ganja and charas cannot, 
1 think, be prepared from the wild plants wheieiei 
grown But theie aie no such wild plants in this 
district 

17 I have alieady stated in answer to the query 
No 14 that chaias ind ganja aie piepared hy the 
cullivatoro themselves Ghota fiom bhang for 
diiiiking IS piepared by the Gosavis, and in some 
cases b} other people, on Shivaratra daj Ghoti 
fiom bhaiisi is moie used by all classes at Indore 
and 111 the North-Western Provinces 

18 Gania, ohaias and bhang deteuorate by 
keeping Ginjaand bhang become less effective 
nest 5 cai, and useless as a narcotic after three years 
Chaias is <£ use till the next lains, when veimin 
commence to make appearance therein and dimi 
nish its value The cuises of detenoiation aie 
that the resinous and gummy m itter which exists 
m these articles dries up oi deteriorites There 
are no pieventive meins known here 

19 Giinji IS used for smoking througliout the 
CollectoratB Charas is used foi the same pmpose, 
but very seldom in this part of the country, on 
account of its costliness 

20 The smoking of ganja is veiy raie among 
Brahmins and females of all classes, save prosti- 
tutes of the worst type With these exceptions 
thiee or foui pei cent of the other classes smoke 
cr in]<i to a sm iller oi 1 ugei extent throughout the 
CoUectorate Charas is raiely in use 

21 Plat gan]a, which is alone obtainable here, 
IS smoked 

22 Charls locally prepared is rarely used No 
importation of foreign charas occurs, so fai as 1 
know 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24. The classes who dunk bhang ghota are 
bairagis, gosavis, and on Shivaiatra day a few- 
more Hindus, mostly cooks, watei earners, song- 
sters and other licentious characters This land of 
dnnking prevails in the country lying north of the 
Narbada river The proportion of the people 
who drink bhang ghota is very small, j e , one m 
a thousand, in tlie feataia CoUectorate 

Majum or 5 akuti, the pieparation of bhang, as 
perreply to queiy No 15, is not permitted in the 
Satara Collettorate, and therefoie it is seldom 
eaten 

25 The u'e of ganja is on the increase for the 
following reasons — 

Juily — ^Now a days there is no contiol ovei 
the private conduct of any one, owing to 


the freedom of action existing under the 
British Government 

Sndltf — The English education and the pleach- 
ing of the missionaries destroy in some 
measure the fear of the Hindu leligion 
without contracting that of any other 

Sidly — The Penal Code defamation section 
stops the mouths ind actions of respectable 
mrn, who would otherwise rebuke those 
indulging in bad habits and excommunicate 
them 

4tfili/ — In consequence of the removal of the 
fear and restraint of religion and society 
people are becoming more debauched, and 
consequently the u^e of narcotics and alco- 
hols IS on rhe increase 

26 I think the proportion of the consumers of 
ganja is as under — 

(a) Habitual moderate consumers, 2 per cent 

(3) Halitual excessive consumers, 1 lu a 
' thousand 

\c) Occasional moderate consumers, 1 pei cent 

{d) Occasional excessive eoiisumeis, none 

Chaias smokers and bhang drinkers aie lare 

27 Men devoid of any status in life, who do 
not caie foi otlier people’s opinions, and who 
frequent hou'es of prostitutes, generally contiaot 
the habit of smoking gaiga tome also contract 
it bv having for then associates smokers of the 
diug 

28 The aveiage allowanse and co't of ganja 
to eacli (n) halntiml moderate consumer, who is 
supposed to smoke thnee a day, is one tola, 
costing thiee pie®, and to (i)hibitual excessive 
consumei is six tola®, costing one and a half anna 
I know of .a few persons who require 2^ annas 
worth of ganja per day, but the whole of it is not 
consumed themselves Other sraokeis assemble 
round about them, and they partake of it a little 

29 Dhatiira is used along -with ganja bv 
go®ains except lonally to secure greater intoxi- 
cation Thete is no such pieparation called bhang 
or ghota massila The ingiedients leqmred for 
the ghota, as desciibed m answer to query No 15, 
are purchased fiom the bazar whenevei wanted 

30 It IB not habitual for children to consume 
any of these drugs, and as it is not honourable 
for adults to use them also they aie used piivately, 
but in small companies The use is mostly confined 
to the male stx, prostitutes, and women of loose 
charactei 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
IS not formed at once, because tliev aie at first 
occasionally and stealthily used, as it is not con- 
sidered honourable to use them When one has 
no fear for the loss of character and no one to 
find fault with linn, then he can contract the 
habit within one month Moderate h ibit always 
develops into the excessive, and then iti® difficult 
to break off 

32 Theie is no religions or social custom 
reqniiing the consumption of any of these dings 

33 The consumption of any of I hese drugs is 
regarded vv if h disdain The practice is not ®up- 
poitel by public opinion Respe-'table people 
regaid the u®e of these narcotics as disreputable 
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Ijecnase it leads to vices The hemp plant is not 
worshipped in this district 

34 Habit j-il excessive consumers, such as 
gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, etc , will alone expe- 
rience seiious piivation if they do not get the 
dino- Non habitual or non excessive consiimeis 
■wilf not expenence any pruation They will 
lea\e off the habit 

85 It IS not feasible to prohibit the use of all 
these drugs, so long as alcoliolic stimulants and 
other drugs are fieely procurable Excessive 
liquor di inkers are more foimidable than gmja 
smokers oi bhang or ghota dniikers, and theiefoie 

smen who want intoxication may have ganja in 
preference to liquor It is easy to effectually 
piohibit the' use of these drugs by prohibiting 
the cultivation of the hemp plant without any 
iscontent amounting to a political danger 

86 Theie is no leligious objection for the use 
of ganja or bhang, as they are not liquids pre- 
paied by other castes, but there e ists a piohibi- 
tion regarding the use of liquor I know peisous 
who wish to have intoxication piefernng liquor to 
ganja, and theiefore the consumption of akohoi is 
on the inciease and will inciease as the ties of 
religious bonds are becoming slackened by edu- 
cation, and the action pf the respectable people 
in excommunicating di inkers of Iiquoi becomes 
moie and more hampered by the operation of the 
defamation section of the Indian I’enal Code 

87 The effects of charas smoking are unknown 
here 

38 Flat ganja is alone to be had heie 

39 Drinking ghota or bhang is less injurious 
than smoking ganja creating majum orjakuli 
The smoking ot ganja affects one’s brains — some- 
times permanently— and tiie cousumeis of yakuti 
are found to be moie intoxicated than the dnnkeis 
of ghota or bhang 

40 There is no native doctor’s school in which 
the medicinal qualities of these drugs is taught 
I know of one Native Assistant Surgeon piescrib- 
ing a few di ops of essence of ganja to a patient 
to give good sleep , but instead of its producing 
the desired effect the patient began to rave I 
have not seen the=e dings u=ed in the tieatment 
of cattle disease , but ganja is used for giving 
mas'ala oi medicine to hoises 

41 I think ganja or bhang, if given as a 
medicine when occasion requiies^ (a) would act as 
a digestive element to persons not accustomed to 
eat 01 dnnk it habitually , (i) ganja smokers 
andei ganja intoxication do not consider a long 
journej fatiguing, (c) I cannot say whether, in 
malaiious or unhealthy tracts, the=e drugs would 
be preventive of disease The present uses of 
these diugs are not for purposes (a) and (c), but 
foi the purpose of getting intoxicated only 

42 Eequiies no ansivei in consequence of the 
reply to query No 41 being in the affiimative 

43 Moderate consumeis are not offensive , but 
they beeome excessive consumers by degiees, and 
then they aie offensixe to then neighbouis 

41 The immediate effect of the modeiate use 
even of any of these drugs is this, that the eyes of 
the consomei become red and his disposition 
peevish It does not pioduee peiceptible hunger 
Jt IS not refieshing, but stupefjing It does not 
allay hungei, but creates appetite The effect of 
ganja smoking is not good, especially on those who 
do not use animal food I nave seen most of the 
ganj i smokers to be thin men, unable to compre- 


hend any subject patiently The intoxication lasts 
from one to thiee hours. 

45 ana 46 Even the habitual moderate use of 
ganja does product, noxious effects on the health of 
a person It impairs the constitution of the con- 
sumer in some degree It causes asthma, and 
makes a man drowsy and immoral sometimes It 
deadens intellect, and sometimes produces perma- 
nint insanity, though not of the worst type I 
know several oases of insanity caused by ganja- 
smoking They become voilent, and are addict- 
ed to laving and abusing They have not been 
allowed indulgence in the use of the hemp drugs, 
and therefore whethei tbeir tendency is for the 
excessive indulgence in the use of the drug is not 
known I have not seen any instance o£,insanitv i 
caused bv the bhang ghota dnnlnng Charas is 
larely used in this Colleetoiate, as already stated 

47 The habitual use of ganja or bhang is not a 
hereditary habit, and it has no effect on the 
clnldien of the smokers further than this, that 
thev imitate their father and become ganja 
smokers also 

48 The effect of the habitual excessive use of 
the ding has a peinicimis effect on the children of 
the smokers The children are moie weak 

49 and 50 The use of ganja and bhang is en- 
couraged bj' piostitutes Its use is moderate at 
the beginning, but develops into excessive aftei 
some time When it reaches the latter stage it is 
more injurious to health than the former stage, 
especially to those who cannot get substantial food 
An excessive ganja smoker admits that by his 
indulging in sexual intercourse to excess under the 
inffucnce of ganja he has impaired his vitalpowers, / 
and that as the ganja-smoking or ghota drinking 
IS not sufficient to procuie foi him intoxication, he 
IS lequired to eat half a tola of opium in addition 
now 

51 and 52 Yes, the use of gatija or bhang 
Ins no direct effect on crime, but as the consumers 
theieof lie mostly worthless peisons, then congre- 
gation together on account of their habit induces 
them sometimes to plan a ciime 

63 The accused in many eases ehaiged for cul- 
pable homicide not amounting to muider, oi 
causing the death of other persons by rash or 
negligent acts, liave many times pleaded before 
me that they did the act while in a state of ganja 
or liquor intoxication 

64 and 65 No 

6t) I have Heard of cases^in which dhatura was 
administered by cnminals to then victims in bhang 
ghota 

67 I have not heaid of ganja and charas 
having been eaten or dniiik 

58 and 59 No improvement in the present 
excise administration of the drug is needed 

60 The piesent mode of control, viz, the sale 
and mnnufaetuie of ganja and its expoit and 
import nndei licenses, is quite suffioient 

61 The piusent ariangements, as above describ- 
ed, aie sufficient 

62 Ganja and bhang aie nearly one and the 
same, as desciibed in reply to query No 2, and 
therefoie the answer to queiy No 60 applies to 
this 

63 and 64 No 

65 1 think the present taxation In the shape oi 
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contracts in tlie Bxitist teiiitorj and mms eight 
per each manud o£ the drug -when exported from 
or impoited into a Native State is reasonable 

66 Only flat ginja is produced here , but I 
think there should be no different rates of taxation 
for different kinds of gan 3 a, because they 17111 be 
troublesome to the exporteiSj maiiufactuiers and 
sellers 

67 No 

68 There are no houses or shops in this distnct 
to my knowledge for the consumption of these 
drugs on the piemises, and none such will thiiie 
or be viewed with favour, as a majority of the 
smokers 01 dimkers still dniik or smoke in piivate 

69 I must say that the wishes of the people 
are not consulted as they should be 'I he con- 
tractors aie always inclined to open more shops, 
and they make some ganja smokers send a petition, 
which is complied with If the people are told 
that it IS 111 their hands to pievent the pernicious 
eff^ects of the ganja smoking by objecting to the 
opening of a shop, they aie sure to do so, as non- 
consumers of the drug form a m ijority 

70 No. 

Oral emdence 

Queshoii 24 — ■ The statement that the piepara- 
tion of yakuti and bhang is not peimitted in 
Satara is based on information a contractor gave 
me I do not know mj self 

QueHions 45 and 46 — Moderate use of the drugs 
is onlv injurious to those who do not get good 
food, t e , ghi or milk or animal food Otheuvise 
it does no baim at all. Excessive nse alone 
causes msanitj The causes to which I ha\e 
leferred m my printed answer have not been in 
asylums They are not violent, only raving and 
senseless in talk and business They are not 
dangerous I should like the word “ violent " 
altered into “ dangerous ” 

I know three of the cases intimately The 
patients are still alive They aie at least void of 
intellect They used all to smoke ganja I do 
not know whether they took dhatura with bairagis 
or not. Other causes of insanity are loss of 
money, loss of wife, or female relative running 
away These are the two principal causes 
Dhatura also produces it Also alcohol to some 
extent, as far as my expeiience goes I have 
known cases of insanity caused by loss of women 
or loss of propeity I do not know any other, 
except these five — loss of women, loss of property, 
dhatura, alcohol and excessive ganja smoking 
"When people go mad from loss of monev or loss 
of women, they repeat the cause, * e , talk about 
it in their madness, saying " she is gone etc 

In all the three ganja cases above referred to. 


I knew tbe father, bnt not the mother m any case 
1 asked, howeier, about the mothers, and kuoiv 
that thei are not insane not one of them I 
know no otbei lelations than tbe father and 
mother in each case I know nothing of grand- 
fitheis, etc, or other relations One was a 
Kuban in a Native State, he is a political pen- 
sioner He became mad thiity years ago and has 
been so since His madness wis attiibuted to 
ganja I do not know whether be had' taken 
dhatura , bnt people said it was ganja I had 
known him as a boy 

The second case was an Inamdai’s son living 
in S itara, where I was serving. He is 55 yeais 
old He became mad ten jeais ago He had 
smoked ganja for fifteen years previous to that 
Mhether there was any other cause, he alone 
knows I cannot say whether he smoked dhatura 
But 1 was told his madness was due to ganja 
He eats opium, dhatura and bachnag now It is 
the same parson referied to in my answers 49 and 
50 He h id indulged in sexual excess. He has 
several childien , but he has had none for twelve 
yeais, and he says that the reason he has had 
none since then is that he has no desire now 
through sexual excess He now says this He 
was lenowned for loose character before he became 
mad I only knew the father and mother in this 
case, and they were healthy 

The last case is the son of a peon He is 2p 
yeais old Since I retired I went to the Anndh 
State, and saw the father foi the first time then, 
two years ago The patient washes pots as a 
private servant He is an idiot I do not know 
how long be has smoked I never saw him until 
he was brought to me by bis father a year ago 
to be kept m confinement The fathei said the 
insanity was due to ganja I knew nothing of 
the case except what the father told me I kept 
him a week while he was Violent I then let him 
go He IS still mad, » e,, half insane, as Ii have 
above indicated. 

In none of these cases can I say whether there 
was any other cause I know that, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain, there has been no loss 
of women or pioporty in any of them And I 
know there was not liquor m the first two In 
the thud there probably was Other causes may 
have existed, such as dhatura or othei unknown or 
seciet cause All the oases were, however, attri- 
buted to ganja 

Question 59 — The ganja is inspected m shops, 
and if it IS rottoU or adulterated, ifc is destroy^ 
As n Government officer I have made such inspe6- 
tions I have never discovered adulteration Tho 
flat tops could not conceal an adulterant Not 
even in ganja when broken up or in the tiny 
leaves of bhing could an adulterant be hidden' 


37 Evidence of Mr H Ingle, Retired Deputy Collector and Special Magistrate, 

First Class, Karimr, 


51 The alleged bad characters in the district are 
not, in any large proportion, habitual consamers 
of drugs From wbat I have been able to learn, 
tbe moderate nse of tbe drugs under enquiry has no 
connection with enme of any special obaractor 

52 The previous answer is a reply to this 
question It le said that a regular consumer of 
these drugs is soothed and comforted by their 
daily nse A -first indulgence may be likely to 
incite to enme, but generally the individual 
bpcomes insensible. 


53 Excessive indulgence in these drugs does 

not incite to nnpiemeditated U’me I know of 
po case in which it ’bps led to temporary horaifcidat 
frenzy 1 

54 No. 

55 I have not bean able to obtain definite 
information on the points raised in this question 

57 ebaras is said no*^ to be consumed lu 
Karwar I have no information to give from 
personal knowledge 
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W Ai/Mon, Assistant Collector, Abkari Department, Boinhay- 


38 Evidence of Mb. 

1 The oppoitunitjos oonneotcd with my duties 
m the island of Bombay ns Assistant Collector, 
Abkaii Depaitmenf 

2 The definitions given maj bo nccoptod 
Round ganja is unknoua here, only flat gnnja is 
seen and sold. 

(1) Bhang, snbji, and raa}n, (2) cliaras, 

(3) ganja , (4) gnrda or broken ganjn 

7 In the is'and of Bombay tlieio is no culti- 
vation of the hemp plant for (o), (4), (e), or (d) 

14 I am aware that ganja is prepared in the 
districts c£ Abmednagar, Snfarn, and is’^nsiL, and 
that bhang is prepared at Surat Wo rcceitc 
supplies from these distiicts 

18 Gaiija, charas and bhang doteriorate, I am 
told, b> keeping, and eientudlh lose their narcotic 
properties Thej keep good, it is said, for a year 
or two In Bombiy the deterioration is attributed 
to atmosphone moisture and dampness The 
dings should be stored in a drv godowii A 
godown where ganja is stoicd sliould bo kept 
free of rats Rats like hemp seed, and injure the 
ganja in iheir search for the seed I know of one 
instance in which ganja was destiojed by white- 
ants. 

19 In Bombay, ganja and charas arc used only 
for smoking Gardi, that is broken ganja, is 
used for drinking It is also somctimts givui to 
buffaloes and cows ns an appetizer Garda is 
sometimes smoked mixed with ganja, 

20 Ganja is smoked principally by Iluidti 
sadhus and labmrers, and bi iMuhammadiins of 
the working classes, and by fakirs A few of the 
bettei classes of both cominnnitice, chiefly among 
the Hindus, also smoke gmja In Bonibn but 
little chnras is used It is smoked by I’aihans, | 
fakirs, sndlius, and people from northern India 

I estimate that there nie of all classes about 
2,000 to 2,600 ganja smokers, and from lOO to i 
150 charas smokois in Bombay' 

2 1 Flat ganja is smoked in Bombay There 
IS no lound ganja A little garda is also used foi 
smoking, mixed with 11 it ganja 

22 Very little charas is smoked in Bombiy 
The charas smoked is generally' brought from 
Amritsar I do not know if this chnr.is is Indian 
01 foitign 

23 So far as I know or can learn bhang is not 
smoked in Bombay 

24 Bhang is chiefly drunk in Bombay by 
Hindus fiom Guzerat, Kntbiiwar, and places 
north of Bombay The Deccam and Konkani 
Hindus use it occasionally I believe that bhang 
'dunkers will be found chiefly among those clashes 
of the people to whom the use of alcohol is pio 
bibited There me fewer bhang drinkers among 
■the Muhammadans than among the Hindus here” 
But little bhang is eaten in Bombay It is used 
an this way by the Hindus who drink bhang I 
estimate that there are about 40(1 bhang dunkers 
altogether in Bombay' Gaida is chiefly consumed 
as a drink in Bombay, and I esiimvte the con- 
sumers of garda in tins way are fiom 4u0 to 450 

25 My belief is that the use of all these drugs 

15 about stationarv oi slightly on the deciease in 
Bombay The following figures show' the iver- 
age quantity of each drug hi ought into Bombay 


by the farmer during a year in the three Inst terms 
for which ho held the farm — • 
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27 Hemp drug coiisiimirs are confined to no 
particular ckiss These drugs are mainly consumed 
by labourers and rebgious mcnuicants The bet- 
ter classes are chiefly habitiml moderate or occa- 
sional inodoratc consumers of hemp drugs 

I would <111 (1) that the do'irc for an intoxi- 
cant of some kind, which is a pretty genoual feel- 
ing among nil rices, (2) religious proliihitiou to 
the urn of alcoholic drinks , (3) nssoceation with 
hemp drug consumers, (I) want of money to 
purchase liquors in the case of very poor people , 
and (5) the use of a hemp drug as i medicinal 
agent,— arc the chief eiroiimstaiiccj which lead to 
the practice of consuming hemp drugs 

28. llalitiial moderate corsiir’er's rllorance 
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Drag 

Qnnnlity 

Cc*t 

Oanja 

Olio tola 

Tiro annas iTilh tolrtp 
CO etc 

Bhanf” 

»» » 

Nine Ties with perrsr 
etc 

Ga-da 

» »• 

HftUanonna with ptp 
prr, ttc 

Chans 

Ono half tola 

|Two and a hGf ennfs 
with lol acto ttc 

— — — 

- ^ 

— — — — 

Jlahluat rrecssioe consult tr's alio ranee fer diet! 

Drag 

-- j 

Quantity 

Cest 

Ojs;a 

Ihrco tolas 

iix annas with toKae 
CO, etc 

Bhang 

Two toha 

Ono nnd ft half annas 
with popper c*o 

Odd ana a half annas 
With iMjppor, o‘c 

Tito nnnos nth toUic 
CO, oto 

Garda 

Throe tolas 

Charas 

Ono tola 


The costs hero shown ire for oidiinry prepara- 
tions Exceptional preparations would be moie 
costly, according to the ingredients used. 

29 Ingredients ordinarily mixed — 

With ganja, tobacco iii about equal part® 
With bhang, black pejiper mixed in watei , some- 
times siigni 18 added, With girda, black popper 
mixed in water, sometimes sugar is added 
With charas, tobacco 

Ingredients exceptionally mixed — 

Very except lonally ganja is washed in rose 
water, mixed with tohaieo and a particle of musk 
added and then smoked Bli mg is mixed m 
milk with dried rose buds, black jiepper sugar- 
cindy, poppy seed, almonds, white ptiinfikin seed, 
melon seed, caidamonis, saffioii and other ingre- 
clientb Gaida is not usually prepaicd in a special 
mnnnoi With charas goorako is smoked iiiste id 
of tobacco 
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Wtll-to do people use tlie exception il mgie- 
dieiitB and poor people the oi dinar} additions 

I liave noi- learnt tliat dhatuia is nso'] with 
hemp driiffs in Boiiihij' I atn told tint it is 
iiecessaiy to mix tobacco with ganja and charas 
to malvC it sinohe freel} and to improve the taste 
of tlio smoke The mixing of black pepper with 
Lhang and garda is said to be essential to prevent 
its producing p nns in the stomach The other 
ingredients arc added to m ike the drink more 
palatable and pleasant I can not learn that an} 
rtady-madc jirep iration, “ bhang masala,” is sold 
licro to he mixed with bhang 

30 1 learn, tint the consumption of gatija, 
bhang, gaixla and chains is practised chiefly 
in compani Tlie habitual consumer docs also 
smoke g inja or dunk bhang ahme in Ins house 
The consumption of hemp dings in Itomhiy is 
mamlv coiilm d to the male sex. Oecisionally 
females miy be scon smoking gaiija or drinking 
bhangor ginla, but the use of these drugs by 
femalcsi- escoptiniial Ihe females that use these 
drugs lire nsu illy prostitutes The use of these 
drugs IS tonhni il to adults It is, I belie\c, very 
unusual for childien to consume these drugs 

31 I think It maiul} depends upon the charac- 
ter of the individual us to uhether ho uill acquire 
the habit or not If the individiinl docs not 
happen to assnoiale or come in contact with con- 
sumers of these drugs, ho mil not piobabl} smoke 
or dnnk himself On the miole, I would say 
that the temptation to form the habit is not gre it 
in Bombar , hut tiie habit would bo very easily 
acquired if the individual hid fnends and asso- 
ciates who were habitual consumers I un- 
dcTiitand from in} ciiquines that the habit of 
smoking ganja, if of long standing, would ho 
diflleult to break off, and th it the habit of drinking 
bhang is not so diflicult to throw off I believe 
the teiidciie} is for the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive , hut this aho d- pends vet} 
much on the individu i! himself Tliere aic man} 
moderate liabitiml tonsumets of hemp drugs 
who do not, 1 learn, become habitual cxccsbivc 
coiisume'rs 

3‘2 1 have not learnt that there is any social 
custom among Bomba} people requiring them to 
use a hemp drug During the Shimgn nnd other 
h )lida}s, bhang is somelunes made and drunk by 
Hindus who do not use alcohol Offerings of 
bhang are said to be ver} acceptable to the god 
Shiva , but the offciiiig of bnang is not osfeiitnl 
Offerings of bhang are said to be essential in the 
worship of B ildeo Bhang is, I learn, offered to 
D6vi 0 } those who cannot, on account of oistc, 
ofier spint-i to the goddess, 'I'he use of bhang in 
the customs above referred to would not, I believe, 
be likely to lead to the habit of consuming the 
drug, except pcilups in the case of pujans 

The Hindu gatija smoker, before smoking, will 
often make offering to Shiva b} r<.piating the 
words “Lena Shankar Lena Babulnath ” 

38 Public opinion is av erso to the moderate or 
excessive habitual use of an} of the hemp drugs 
The occ isnmal u^c of a hemp drug by an indivi- 
dual would not, 1 arn told, be rcguided as disio- 
putable I undo st md that the habitual u'o of 
ginjiis looked upon us moio disn putable than 
the liabitiial use of bliang J attnbiitc the above 
montioi ed seiitiinent as regards the habitual use 
of a hemp drug to the otqeetion and dislike that 
respectable iiutives have to the u'C of intoxicants 
of all Linds, 1 have not learnt that tborc is any 
custom (f worsliippiiig the hemp plant b} any 
sicts of the people hcie 
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34 It wnild, I believe, be a serious deprivation 
to an babitud excessive consumer of a hemp drug 
of long standing to have Ins supply of the drug 
cut off The habitual moderate eonsiiiner would 
not feel the deprivation sogieit, but a person 
of this class would feel the depiivition for some 
little time also Some, at any i ate, irf the occi- 
sional consiimeis of bliang would also consider 
they had a grievance, as they believe that the use 
of bhang IS bi nehcial to their health I estimate 
the total number of hemp drug consumers in 
Bombay at from 8,000 to 4,000 

35 In the island of Bombiv it would, I believe, 
be fensiblt to pi obibit practically the consumption 
of hemp drugs The drugs would to some extent, 
without doubt, be smuggled and consumed illicitly 
Pioliibition would have to b eiifoiced bv makii g 
the po-tession and sale of a homp ding a penal act 
Pioliibilion would, 1 think, be an ill advised 
measure It would cause much discontent among 
c-nsnmtrs, nnd, Imviug regmd lo its u e iii Hindu 
religious rites, the disconten would not, 1 believe, 
be coiihncd to tonsumcrs I eotisidei that the dis- 
content consequent on piohibitioii would amount 
to a political danger 1 believe Lli it if tbo u-e of 
hemp drugs was prohibited, many of the consumers 
would take to alcohol or opium, and many ignorant 
jCople would attribute tbo prohibition to the 
desire of Government to favour the consumption 
of liquor, particular!} of Em ope in liquors 

3b hi} belief IS that wines ai>d spiiits are now 
being to a certain extent siibslituUd for hemp 
diugs, I believe that many of the pooler classes 
of consumers of hemp drugs will go into the 
liquor shops li they have monov The hemp drug 
consumer resorts to ganja or bliang bee luse it is 
a cheaper intoxicant or be has laste cbpcMons 
against dunking liquor 1 believe that the man 
with an English education, whose cistc feelings 
are not strong, nnd whose pirents would occasion- 
ally perhaps only drink bhang, will now take wine 
or spirits ns being, according to his notions, moie 
fasliioiinble nnd in keeping with cultivated ideis 

87 As far ns I have leaint, the effects of chans 
and gnnja smoking are the same The difiVrence 
16 said to be that chins is vti} much stionger 
than gnnja 

38 Hound gnnja is not known m Hombvy, 
Flat ganja IS usually smoked here Gaida, when 
smoked, 18 usually mixed with flat gaiqa Gfard i 
IS seldom smoked without being mieed with flat 
ganja, and then only boeiuooit is ebtaper 'J'he 
difference between the eCeot'' of fl it gnnjn and 
giiida smoking !«, 1 iindeistand, one of degree, 
the latter being weaker in its eCeets than flat 
gania 

89 1 am told tint bhang drinkiiig is the least 
iDjuiiouB form in which a hemp drug may housed, 
and that clinras smolaiig is the worst form Ganja 
smoking IB said to be more injuiious thvn bhang 
drinking A little bhang only is eaten iii Bombay, 
and I understand, when eaten, it is moie injurious 
llian v\ hen drunk Garda is di link in the shops 
like bliang, and IB said to bo snoiiger in intoxi- 
cating effect and more injurious than bhang 

40 Bhang and ganja are proseribed, I believe, 
by vaidyns as a tiie'dieino Bluing is given to 
horses and garda to buffaloes as an appctizei or 
tome 

4)1 I am told that the modeiate use of ganja 
acts as a digestive' , it alleviates iatigiie, and is a 
preventive of disease in an uulioxltli} country, or 
where the drinking water is not good It is 
said also lo be an appetizer. Bhang in moder- 

0 
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ation IS lopoilod to act as a food accesEOi’j, to 
alleviate fatigue, and to bo a febrifuge It, is 
Slid also to have cooling properties on the 
system Many of the Jain jonellers in Bombay 
are habitual modeiato users of bhang They use 
it as a food acoessoiy, to alleviate fatigue, and 
on account of its cooling piopcrtics I im also 
told that in &n/oiat and Kathiawar bhang is dnink 
by people in the hot season on accutint oi its cool- 
ing pioperties Many of these people only nsoit 
in the hot season 

42 The liabitnal nse of any of tho hemp drugs* 
except in moderation, is, I believe, liarmfnl Tlio 
occasional moderalo use is, I undersfaud, boueheial 
I have come to 'these conclusions fromwlnt 1 see 
and hear 

43 I boliev 0 that model ate consumers of a hemp 
ding are not offensive to then noighbonrs 

44 The immediate effect of tho moderate use 
of ganja on tho hnhitual consumer is said to lie 
refreshing It produces slight intoxication It 
cieites an appetite, gives sound sleep, and icfs ns 
a digestive 'I ho ciTotts last about three hours 
The after effects arc la'situdc , promptiug subse- 
quent gratification, and producing a hinging and 
uncasino's until the vv ant is again supplied The 
immediate effect of bhang op the modcritc habitual 
eonbuiiior is said to be rofTOsliing It produce- 
slight intoxication It create^ an appetite, and 
the offcctlasts about sev on hours The alter effects 
arc s lid to bQ similar to those produced bj gmip 
smolviug 

45 aud 40 Tho habitual moderate or excessive 
u'o of a hemp diiig docs, 1 believe, eventually harm 
the consumer in a greater oi Ic- cr degree Tlio 
harm done wall depend much on the iiidividuaTs 
constitution and Ins sty lo ol livnng 

51 and 52 In Bombiy it cannot bo said that 
any laigc proportion of bad clnrictcrs aio b ibitnal 
moderate or excessive consumers of hemp dnigs 
So far ns I know or have learnt, there is only a 
little connection between enme and the use of a 
hemp drug Coti'-umois say lint when they ate 
undoi the inflnenoo of a hemp drug they feel timid 
and disinclined to fight , but 1 am also told that 
sometimes a ganya smoker acts vaolcntly Some 
occasional consumers of hemp drugs are abusive 
vyhen uudci the influence of tlio duig 

53 So fai as I know, excessive indulgence in 
any of the hemp drugs does not generally incite 
to unpremeditated ciime of any kind In excep- 
ttonal ca=es, Low ever, excessiv e charas and ganya 
smokmg is said to make a man violent and fien- 
zied 1 do not myself luiow of any case in vv Inch 
the use of a hemp drug has led the consumer to 
teraporaiy homicidal Iroiizy 

54 I am told the drugs are not so used 

55 I do not know of my case in wbioli a ci i- 
mmal, to further his design, lias induced bis victim 
to partake of a hemp ding and become stupefied 
lam told til it it is done but vciyraicly Jtis 
said that cnmplete stupetaction can be induced if 
s sufficient quantity of a hemp diug is consumed 
An habitual consumer would lequirc a larger quan- 
tity of the diug to completely stupefy him than 
would be required foi a new or occasional con- 
sumer 

56 I have not learnt that in Bombay anything 
s added to bpmp drugs to modify tbpir intoxicat 

mg effects 'iobacco and goorako aie smoked 
with gany i and chans to make the latter smoke 
freely black pepper is added to bhang and gaida 
to pievent wind and stpmach-aclie, and other in- 


giodionts are added to make the drink pleasant, 
I have not learnt that ui Bombay dbatura is added 
to hemp dings for personal consumpiion or for 
admmistiation to others It is, how ev or, said that 
somolimov dbatura and tho roots of tho yaw an 
plant are added to hemp drugs to make them more 
intoxic iling 

57 I do not Icnin that ganya and clmras are 
eaten or drunk in Bombay Garda is drunk 
gtncnlly Garda is also eaten with bhang, but 
a very little of this preparauon is consumed hero 

58 I am ncqimmtcd with the present system 
of cxciso ndmiiubtr ition in ro-pect to hemp druga 
111 the Island of Boinbvv, and I think it works 
fairlv well Some little impiovemcnt might Ixi 
made, bnt there is no great need, I think, for 
any diango A very small numb r of p-op'o mo 
hoinp dnigs in Bumbay — from 3,000 to 4,000, 
1 estimate- and tho icvctiuo raided is ncariy 
Its 50,000 a year 

59, To sell the license for each hemp drug 
shop separately hy public auction To raise the 
duty of eight annas an Indiati in iiind to 10 per 
Indian innuiul To n-ducethe quintity of a bemp 
drug that may be importid, tianeported, sold or 
posscsoed in Bombiy by an imbviilual wiibont a 
pcmiit from 40 tohs to 5 tolas By selling 
each hemp drug shop sopar.itelv, the absoltifo 
monopoly system would di'npp ar To llie con- 
suinir this would ho an advantage, as he would 
have a number of shops with different shoyikcepors, 
at any one of wlntli ho might make Ins piirtliase 
Competition among shopkeepers would reduce the 
posiibility of immodeiuto prices being charged, 
and insure to some ixlciit the •■alo of good drugs 
The numliLr of compelilors for the privilege of 
selling those drugs would bo increased, and it is 
icasonable to expect that thcro would bo some in- 
cieast 111 the license fee collections The rate 
of facd duty, eight iinnas an Indian raaiind, is 
low, niidmigbtboincrcn'ied to Hs 10 This would 
bring in a small additional icvcnne The rate of 
fixed duty might be incicascd, from time to time, 
as coubiilcrtd nccoss iiy , 

The quantify of a hemp drug that may be im- 
ported, traiiiported, possmsed, oi sold to an indi- 
viduil without a permit should be reduced from 
40 tolas to 5 tolas lo piovcnt people bringing into 
Bombay any excess quantity oi a drug for use or 
sale. 

03 I have no obycctions Sec answer to ques- 
tion No 60 

04 So far as tho island of Bombay is affected, 
the quantity of a hemp drag w Inch may be im- 
ported, esported or transported without a permit 
might, I think, be reduced from 40 to 5 tola® 
Tins mi isnro would tend to prevent people inii- 
nuig out bv rail to the Thnnn distnct and bring- 
ing hack with them so much as 40 tolas of tho 
ding 01 any one bringing into Bombay so much 

65 For the island of Bombay I do not think 
different fixed rates of duty should be charged on 
g inya, clinns, bliaiig, and garda A rate might be 
fixed for ganya, 'and the same rate charged on the 
other hemp drugs Gtiuja is the chief hemp drug 
consumed , and there are not, I think, great vea- 
sons heieloi having difleientnl rates of duty on 
other hemp dings Tho incidence of ^uty on hemp 
drugs IS, 1 think, slightly low at present in Bom- 
bay as compared vyith that on alcoholic drinks I 
have formed this opinion, having legaul to the 
cobt of hemp drugs and alqohpl to the consumer 
as intoxicants 



83 


CC Onlv flnt ginji is consumed liere See 
answei to question No 65 

67 Ihav e no objections See answer to ques- 
tion No 59 

68 In the island o£ Bombay there are seven 
shops nhere ganja, binng or garda, and charas aie 
consumed on the premises Theie aie also thii- 
teen places where bhang and garda are consumed 
-on the premises I feel veiy strongly that it 
would be a mistal e to close such shops The 
closing of these houses Would cause a multiplica- 
tion of smoking and drinking placesj ovei which 
neither the excise noi police authorities would have 
control It would increase the sale and smoking 
of ganja hy fakiis and other very poor people at 
street coineiSj near maikets, and at other places 
■where people congiegate It wonld also drive many 
respectable gaiija and chaias smokeis and bhang 
drinkers to prepare and consume the diugs in 
tbeir honsesj winch would, I think, tend to inoiease 
the number of persons who make use of hemp 
drugs 

69 The 'wi'shes of the people in the neighbour- 

hood of the proposed shop aie consulted in Bom- 
bay before the Collector sanctions the opening of 
the shop, and the opening of the shop is disallowed 
if the objections of the people aie considered 
reasonable In the case where hemp dings may 
only be sold at the shop the abkari officeis make the I 
enquiry, and in the case where drugs are sold and 
consumed on the piemises additional enqmiy is | 
made bj the police, as in the la'st-mentioned case i 
a police license is lequiied under Bombay Act ! 
XLVIII of 1860 j 

70 I do not think any hemp drugs are 
smuggled into Bombay from Native States The 
present faimei holds the hemp drugs farm for the 
Thana distiict, and there is, I believe, but little 
smuggling from other districts into Bombay 

There is no general use of untaxed diugs in 
Bombay 

O') al exivience. 

Question 20 — I base my figures here on the 
amount of the drugs actually supplied to the 
shops Brom the figures given m answer 25 tue 
wastage has to be deducted These figures 
represent what was actually brought in The 
amount actually supplied to the shops for use was 
less The average ioi five years of ganja has been 
given me by the contractor as 258 Indian maunds, 
bhang 46 Indian maunds, charas 6 maunds 33 
seers, gaida 49 maunds 1 believe this to be 
correct In making my calculations I have used 
the estimates indicated in answei No 28 I hold 
to these estimates I think that the number of 
ganja smokers m Bombay is, as 1 show, far moie 
than bhang diankers The bhang drinkers who 
occasionally dnnk would raise the total in answer 
24 consideiably My estimate is on the amount 
required for ^bitnal moderate use I do not 
think that the occasional use of bhang is at all 
prevalent m Bombay People from Gujarit do 
take it in this occasional way, but not Deccanis 
or Konkanis Not even all Gujaratis 

Question 35 — I was personally told in mak- 
ing my enquiries that some people believed that 
the attack on hemp drugs was due to a desire to 
‘foster European liquor I do not understand that 
it IS a general impression, but I think it is the 
genuine opinion of some ignorant people 

Questions 45 and 46 —I have not personal 
knowledge of harm done by the habitual moderate 
-use of these diugs , but I am told that the gene- 

vol vu. 


ral opinion, the popular idea, is that the habitual 
moderate use docs barm It is thought that if a 
man is comfortably off and well-nourished that 
injury is prevented Otherwise it is thought that 
ganja smoking affects the lungs and causes cough 
'there is also a popular opinion, I think, that the 
habitual user of the ding (even moderatelj ) is 
sometimes not so tiustworlhy as others, less 
tiuthful and somewhat tricky It is ako said that 
the veiy excessive u'eofthe drug causes hinacj, 
whethei permanent or not I cannot say I have 
raj self no expeiience of anj kind of harm from 
tne habitual moderate use I cannot be sure th it 
I know anj thing even of the excessive use 
causing iDjiiiy About the shops I have some- 
times seen some wretched emaciated looking 
men , hut I cannot be suie that this state was 
produced by the ganja I should not say 
that I see many sueh men about the ganja 
shops It IS the ganja shops wheie they aie seen 
In propoition to the consumers, I should say that 
there were more such men about ganja shops than 
about liquor shops I would ratliei not say about 
opium shops, as it IS some time since they were 
closed Generally, then, my impression is that 
there aie moie wrecks fiom ganja than from 
liquor in pioportion to the number of consumers, 
but not actually more These wretched-looking 
objects are, I think, chiefly Muhammadans, 
beggars, falars. Bakus are credited with indulg- 
ing 111 excesses in regard to ganja, but not (I 
think) in other excesses Then want of food, 
clothing and comfoits would tend to emaciation 
I apart from ganja I believe they take ganja 
, because they are idle and have nothing to do, 
possibly also that they may not feel their priva- 
tions so keenly 1 think it possible that peisons 
111 comfortable circumstances only occasionally 
become wrecks from ganja, but I cannot say 
that I know a case The peisons I refer to are 
chiefly but not exclusively of the f ikir class I 
have occasionally seen people in shops who gave 
me the impression that they had been better ofi: 
and had been injured m this way by ganja I 
visit the shops foi purpose of levcnue duty I do 
not consider it any part of my duty to enquire 
into the antecedents of oonsumeis oi the effects of 
the diugs 

Question 58 , — The revenue will be about 
H50,000 this year The mciease 1 believe to be 
due to competition in the auction sales and 
nothing else 1 do not attribute it to the closing 
of the madak and chandu shops I believe these 
last-mentioned drags are as much consumed as 
ever This jear’s levenue will be bigbei than 
evei befoie, but it lias been steadily going up 
for years 

Question 50 — Since I have known the business, 
we have bad only one contractor for eaoh period 
for the whole of Bombay I have indicated that 
the separate shop system would increase revenue 
and tend to improve quality But I do not think 
that it would tend to increase consumption The 
high license fee fixed by auction foi each shop 
would keep up the price of the drug Tins being 
the principal duty on the drag would also tend to 
prevent smiiggbng, as it would not be to the 
advantage of a shopkeeper to smuggle or connive 
at smuggling I do not think, however, that the 
tendency would be for shopkeepers to push the 
sale of the drugs , 

In regard to direct duty, I think that Rg 1 0 a 
maund is as high as we can take in the Bombay 
utj owing to the danger that there would be of 
smuggling. It would be less dangerous to have 

o2 



84 


a liigliei duly willi tlie large con tnrt 63 stem, 
■beeaure the large cnnli actor ■would not bo ao read\ 
to labe to illicit piactices I do not tlmik tli it 
theie IS ail} advantage m resput lo control in the 
citv of Botnhnv horn the huge contract ':3’sttm, 
though there is in di=tiicte We have the amnll 
contiact Bvstem in the cit3 in re pect to liquor. 

I do not think that the Government flionld di- 
lect its attention to the rsfineinent or pniification 
of the drugs I think the condition at present 
entered in the conlnelor’s license siithcieiitlv pro- 
vides foi any action of tiovernment m respett to 
tlie purity and quality of the drugs The only 
complaints we oidinarilv receive arc in lespect to 
the drugs not b mg sufficiently intosieating M 0 
destroy dings that have deteriorated Ido not 
think 1 have i ver li id to t iko action mysell The 
contractor destro3 s useless stuff because it is his 
intviest to do so 

Qtieshon G 3 — My cxienence, i e , ■ulint I am 


told, is that the places ■where people meet to 
smoke chnndu and madak are four times as 
numerous as they were when the shops were 
open. 

The seven “shops ” referred to in this answer 
are places where the people sit and smoke The 
thirteen “ places ■” are ■where the people take a 
drink of bhang or gariin and go They do not 
hang about All these have the police license 
for consumption on the premises The3 are all 
old cstablislud places which have notclianged for 
years Applications for new shops, r e , to in- 
crease the immbei, are not presented The police 
are onl} leferred to 111 icgard to consumption on 
the premises 

M} impiession is that the tax on the drugs is 
too low I tlmik that the ordinary liquor consum- 
er pa3B twice as much for what he wants ns the 
ordinary ganja consumer would, or three tiinos ns 
much as the oidinaiy bhang drinker 1 think th" 
rates should he equalised 


39 Evidonoe of Eao S\nEB Ganesh Pandurang Thakaii, Eeshaslha Brahmin, 
Mamlatdar, Bandhai pur, Sholapvr JDistiict, at piesent auditing the jama^ 
handi accounts of the Boona JDistud, Poona. 


1 I havolieen mamlatd 11 for the last fourteen 
years, and have seivcd in the districts of Nnsik 
Alumdiiagar, Satnia and Sholapur, lu nil of which 
the hemp plant IS H'Oie 01 lessgiowti As mauilat- 
dar, I have oppoitmities of observing tlie oultiva 
tion of the plant, of wntclung the system of 0x01=0 
administialion III lesiect to the hemp drugs, of 
coming 111 contact with the classes of people mote 
01 le-s add'ctcd to the use of them, and of observ- 
ing its effects on the constitution, general habits 
and mode of liv ng of ‘■uch people My answers 
are based more on practical espenence than on 
1113 information derived from books 

2 III all the four districts nliov e mentioned, 
chans IS neithei sepaiatelv collected 11 or sold as 
nircotic 'the lesinous substance which sticks to 
the hands of the pers ms emplo3ed in colhcting 
the fioweriiig tops is sometimes sciaped oft and 
made into sm^ll pills which are used tor smoking, 
hut such pills nie few and their uss verv rare 
Gan]j and bhang are I0C1II3 known by the same 
names. The round vniict3 of giinyn is not manu- 
factured at all '1 he cluir 01 broken gauja is not 
sold as a separate vnnety, but is mixed with the 
drv leaves ot the female hemp plant, and the 
whole is sold as bhang Tlie leaves of the male 
plant are not used as bhang Uncultivated plant 
IS not found m this paib The d< finition of bhang 
will therefore have to be moil 1 tied as below, so as 
to suit the drug sold as bhang m these districts — 
Bhang consists of small detached pieces of 
ganja, whnh lein nn as residue after 
ganja propel is taKen off, mixed with a 
certain proportion of dr3 leaves of the 
cultivated female hemp plant 

The definition of flatgaiiyamiy be accepted as 
it 18 

8 I know no distiict m which hemp plant 
grows spontaneously 

4 to 6 I know nothing about this 
7 Inman3 distiicts of tins presidency hemp plant 
is cultivated for the production of'gaiija In the 
four districts mentioned above there is no semiratp 
cultivation exclusively for the putposes (8), (c), 
and {d) As stated in aiiswei to question 2, 


charas is not mnniifactiircd at nil I do not knovv 
of fihiis ever being taken out fiom the hemp 
nlnnt In one village, Kamnrg-ion, in the Ahmed- 
ingni district, hemp plants nre cultivated, I am 
told, for seed alone As nlrcadv stated, ganja 
and billing nre tnkm from tlie «aine pi iiit 
Ahmednngar is the only district in which a large 
area IS under lump cultivation In others hemp 
cultivation is carried on to a yer3 smnli extent 
Tlie ganja crop being of no other use, except as a 
narcotic, such quantities are onlv ni-ed ns are 
snlfioient to Biti8l3 the roquiremeiiisof the district 
and the surrounding non producing places 

8 I did not get statistics about such areas 
I am, liowevcr, of opinion that in some disincts. 
there is a gindiiiil dccruisem the area under lierap 
cultivation, owing probably to the laot that 
ganja is now being grown in manv places where 
it was formerlj not cultivated and eonseqiientlj 
vvliereitwis requiied to be taken for local eon- 
Eumptum fioin other localities ( ultivators of the 
hemp plant are not, under the pr» sent system of 
the abkari administration, at liberty freelj to 
take the ganjii produced bv them to iho market, 
and sell it there openly like other commodities 
For its sale thej entirely depend on the ganja 
Inimer If, tin lefore, the ganja is not purchased 
by tlie fanner, tlie cultivator must keep it in his 
house and allow it to dec ly, thus losing the profit 
from his Geld foi one whole jear 'Ibis state of 
things IS quite liki-ly to induce the cultivator to 
give up the cuHivation of the hemp plant, and 
this toiidenov may partly act m reducing the area 
under hemp cultivation, 

9 Before the setting in of the rainv season, 
the gtound which is to bo sown with the hemp 
plant IS pieimied, as for an orduiarj crop, bj 
once ploughing and harrowing two or three times 
About the beginning ot July the seed is sown in 
rows about two feet opart, when the crop is 
about V toot high it is cleared ot grass, etc , bv 
Innd-weediiig or with the help of a small hoe 
If the lainlall is sufficient and seasonable, the 
crop grows without any irtificnl irrigation If 
the rainfull is> soivnty, it requires to be watered 
once a week or so 'VVlipu the plants attain stilh- 
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18 Yes'”, gJinna and blianpf Jetei loiate b} beep- 
ing' Blnng being natmally a mildei intosicnnt 
deteriorates earlier It bas not been afcertained 
bi actual e-^periments th it they quite lose then 
effects in time But as tbeir intoxicating pio- 
'peities are giadually decreased) it seems that they 
■will lose them entirely in time they can be 
kept good) with ordinary caie, for not more than 
twelvemonths The piincipal causes of detei loration 
aie, I think) exposure to heat) damp) or atmos- 
phere and frequent handhng. The first destroys 
the lesinous substance by its foimation into some 
other substance by chemical combination with the 
ingredients of the atmosphere, raiU) etc f and the 
second by separating such resinous substance from 
the flowering tops, which, being dry, allow it to 
be easily detaelied fiom them by the smallest 
foice 

19 Ganja is also used for prepaiing majum, 
etc , as stated in reply to question 15 It is also 
used as a medicine by physicians practising in 
native medicine to cure looseness of bon els, to im- 
prove digestion, and, in small dose=, to bring on 
sleep when the patient is restless It is also 
used in the treatment of some of the cattle dis- 
eases These uses aie not limited to any particular 
localities 

20 Oharas smoking is nowhere pi-actised, 
except perhaps to a very small extent in tlie town 
of Bombay In the mufassal ganja alone is used 
No statistics are available as to the oKs=es and 
the proportion of people smokmg ganja Different 
estimates might be given about this proportion , 
but none, I think, could he accepted as correct 
The best mode of finding out this proportion would, 
1 think, be the following — Take the quantity of 
gan]! consumed during the yeai 1892-93 for the 
whole piesidency , find out the daily consumption 
by dividing this quantity by 363 , divide this quan- 
tity by the average rate of consumption of one 
person using the naicotic per diem, which I take 
to be about three fourths of n tola The quotient 
will represent the numbei of peisons using ganja 
This, divided by the population of the presidency 
accoiding to the census of 1891-92, will give 
the proportion of gania smokers to the whole 
population It is tine that the late of consump- 
tion IS not uniform either with reference to the 
several classes ot consumers or in respect to the 
different varieties or preparations made from 
ganja But, for the purpose of finding out the 
proportion, the above-mentioned quantity may 
safely be taken, I think, as a fan average 

Ganja-smoking is not restricted to any parti- 
cular localities , it IS piactised moie or less in all 
parts of the country The people most addicted 
to the vice of ganja smoking are mendicants, as- 
cetics, fakirs, gosains, baiiagis, and such other 
n responsible classes who pass an easv, idle life, 
maintaining themselves chiefly on begging Guija 
is also smoked by aitizans and men of handiciatt, 
such as smiths, weavers and drummers, who are 
required to work haid and continuously for a lonw 
time during day and night In a few instances 
piostitutes and persons of loose character smoke 
ganja 

21 In this part of the country flat ganja 
alone is used for smoking No othei variety is 
known 

22 No eharas is used in the mufassal 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking The chur 
of ganja, however, which is sold as bhang, and 
which contains, though in a smaller proportion, 
the intoxicant propeities of genja, is in a few 
instances used for smohng by poorer classes 


24. The use of bhang foi driiikiiig is not limit- 
ed to any particulai localities or classes of people 
Tlic dunk prepaied fiom bhang c.alled ghota, 
being however somewhat costly, is usually used by 
well to-do peoph, and onlj oecaeionally by 
ascetics, raendicant=, etc 

25.. The use of eharas is not known in the mufas- 
sal No statistics are available in respect of the 
consumption of ganja or bhang I am of opinioir 
thattheiefs a giadual decrease in the quantity 
consumed of both these diugs, owing probablj to 
the fact that the people of the mendicant class,. 
who form the majority of the ganja smokers, are 
gradually lessening in iiumher But the decline 
does not seem to be of any appreciable extent 

The- increase in the- realisations of tlie abkani 
revenue from intoxicating drugs cannot be ac- 
cepted as an incicase in tbe quantity consumed.. 
The inciea'C-is to be found almost exclusively in 
tbe been e feis, which oiilj icprosent the amount 
paid by the contractor to Government for tbe- 
puiebase of the light to sell ganja and its pre- 
parations, without the slightest reference to the 
quantity consumed In a particular jear the 
total quantitj' consumed may bo less than the. 
previous year , but the contiaotor would still pay 
a higher amount to Government as license fees, 
endeavouring, of comse, to lecoup the deficit by 
enhancing the- retail pneo at wbich. he would bell 
ganja to the consumers 

26 It will simply he a matter of opinion and 
conjecture to give sueh a percentage I can, 
however, say this much, that there are a ery few 
occasional consumers, moderate or excessive, in this, 
part of the presitTeiioy It is not customary to- 
use ganja or anj preparation thereof on festnale, 
worship, or any other religious ceremonies 
Drinking gbota or the drink prepared fiom bhang 
IS neither enjoined by religion as a necessary 
ceremony to beobseived on the hlalia Sbnarntra 
day, nor is it piactised ns a mattpi of fact The- 
occasional consumption, therefore, both of ganja. 
and bhang, is \ery raie- The majority of con- 
sumers of both the drugs is habitual moderate- 
consumers, excessive consumeis being propor- 
tionately few m number 

27 As alicady stated in reply to question 
No 26, occasional consumption is very rare. 
Habitual model ate or excessive consumption is- 
not confined to any particular class of people The 
habit of excessive consumption is purelj indivi- 
dual An excessive consumer mayv be found in. 
any class of people M’^ell-to do people who can 
afford to pay foi any quantity of ganja are 
generally excessive consumers 

28 Average allowance of ganja (for smoking) 
per diem is to [a) one tola, (5) two tolas The 
average allowance of majum and other prepara- 
tions of ganja is about half the above quantity, 
as those prepaiations contain the essence of ganja, 
which 13 a more powerful intoxicant The cost 
would be different in diffeient distiicts, according 
to the retail sale price, which v.iries greatlj in 
different places The average cost would be^ 

for (a) half an anna ') r 
„ (6) one anna g^nja 

I don't know about eharas or bhang 

29 I do not know of any ingiedients ever 
being mixed with these drugs Dliatura is not 
used to my knowledge. I do not know bhang 
massala 

80 Ganja smoking is piactised more in com- 
pany, especially among mendicants, etc , than in 
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?T)litude Majum, yalvuti, etc , aie, ou tire otbfer 
feand, eousumed more in solitude than in company 
Yes, the use of these dings is mainly confined to 
the male sex and to the mature age No, child- 
dien aie not found to indulge in these dings ' 

81 The habit is not easily foimed , but, once 
formed, it is certainly difficult to break off. Like 
other intoxicants, these diugs have al«o a ten- 
dency to develop a moderate habit into an exces 
sive one Among haungis and othei-s nho form 
the largest class of gan 3 a-smokcis this tendency 
IS, however, kept in check by the difficulty which 
they find in obtaining the money auffieient to bny 
the required quantity ot gau] i 

32 I am not aware of any such custom pre- 
vailing in this part of the piesidency It is some- 
times said that at Shiva pu]a (or the worship of 
the god Shiva) ghota dunk is necessary But 
this IS not a fact Habitual ghota drinkers pie- 
pare the drink at such puja foi themselves, and 
•offer it to a new man who may hippen to be in 
their company as a mere matjier of courtesy, en- 
tirely leai rag it to himself to take a small quantity 
if he chooses to do so 

I remember, however, it to have been stated to 
me that it is a custom among the peisons of the 
ascetie class to initiate a new man to ganja smok- 
ing befoie he can be formally admitted to their 
class as a regulai disciple Once introduced to 
smoking in tte way, he gradually falls into the 
habit, and in time becomes a thorough ganja 
smoker 

3d Consumption ofganja and bhang in any form 
IS regarded ns a vice, and looked upon as a practice 
unwoithy of society The public would uot ob- 
leot to the use of these diugs on religious giounds , 
nut on social grounds it would be held m great 
disrepute, especially the consumption of g-raja and 
its preparations 'ihis sentimentis pnraauly to he 
attributed to the possession by these drugs of 
intoxicating properties, and to their mischieions 
effects on bodi and mind The use of intoxitants 
is regaided with contempt by every society, and 
the Indians, who, under the uarm climate of 
their country, can altogether dispense with 
such use, would naturally look upon it as one 
of the worst type of indulgence The fact that 
the numbei of the gm]! consumers is proportion- 
ately very small has something to do with this 
sentiment No naicotic or stimulant would fall 
in disiepute if it IS indulged in by a whole ni- 
tioD Were, therefoie, all the Indians, oi at 
least a laige m i 3 oritj , n'ors of this narcotic, its 
consumption would not have been regaided with 
to much contefnpt But, as thenurobei of persons 
indulging in these dings is very small, the con- 
sumption IS legarded by the non consuming 
population as a bad practice Ghota dunk, not 
pO'Sessing smh <-tiong intoxicating propeities, is 
not m SO much disrepute 

I know of no custom of worshipping the hemi> 
plant on any occasion 

34 "Ses, it would, I think, he a serious priva- 
tion to all classes of the consumers of these diugs 
to forego the consumption of the particulai drug 
they use Their Inbit of using the particulai 
drug is, by long practice, earned to such a height 
that they will not he able, under any circum 
stances, to hieak it off soon Nor will thev he 
satisfied by the use of any otbei drug or stimulant 
for the one they bad been using If, therefoie, 
they are prevented fiom using the particular diug, 
there will be serious discontent and uneasiness 
apiong them, 


Of tbe consnmBis, 60 'per cent aie, I tbink, 
gosains, bairagis, mendicants, etc , 30 per cent 
aitizans, men of bindiciaft, etc , 5 per cent 
prostitutes , and 5 pei cent otlieis 

85 Under the present circumstances it is not, 
I think, feasible to stop altogether the- use of any 
of these drugs Such a prohibition would un- 
doubtedly entourage illicit consumption, at least 
foi some time, e«peciilly among the mendicant 
class, which forms the majority of the ganja con- 
sumeis, and who will not be satisfied by the sub- 
stitution of any other naicotic 

Such a prohibition could be enforced either bv 
recourse to special legislation, making the use of 
tbe naicotic penal, or by preventing the cultivation 
and importation of ganja altogether But such a 
serious step would, I think, be quite uncalled for, 
and would create serious discontent among the con- 
sumers I am not piepaied to say that it may 
amount to a political d ragei The whole body of 
tbe consumers, taken together, is so insignificant 
m number and wanting in influence that they are 
incapable of spieadiug the infection of their dis- 
content to the general public, so as to stimulate 
them to any action amounting to political danger. 

I do not think alcoholic stimulants or othei in- 
toxicants will he had lecourse to m case such a 
piohibition is enfoiced Such substitutes would 
not satisfy ganja consumers of long habit 

86 No, I don't think alcohol is being substi- 
tuted If there be any decrease in the quantity 
of these drugs consumed, it is to be explained by 
the fact of the gradual disappearance of the men- 
dicant class rather than by tbe substitution of 
alcohol. 

37 Charas-smokmg is not known m this part 

3S Flat ganja alone being used, I cannot an- 
swet the question 

39 I am not in a position to answer this ques- 
tion «ati'd:actonly In practice, however, I have 
found that, m the long run, gan 3 a smokers are 
moie m 3 uriouBly affected than those that eat or 
dunk it m some form Tbe reason, I think, is 
that the poison directly enteis by inhalation into 
the lungs, and is absorbed by, and circulated 
through, tile system more rapidly, thus pioducing 
more in 3 uuous effects 

40 The reply is already given undei question 
No 19 

41 I am not in a position to state definitely 
whether the moderate use of these drugs may be 
beneficial or not In practice, however, it is used 
as a food acoessory as well as to give staying- 
powei I do not know of gaii 3 a oi bhang ever 
being used as a febnfuge I refei to moderate 
occasional use 

Moderate habitual use — It is also used to give 
staying-power under severe exertion 

Occasional use is not lestncted to any classes 

Habitual use — (A) prevails among peisons who 
aie requiied to work hard and continuously foi a 
long time, such as smiths, dooly-bearers, weaveio, 
toy-raakeis, etc 

42 I am not in a position to answer 

43 Yes, as far as I know they aie perfectly 
inoffensive 

44 The immediate effect is to give a pleasant 
seufcatioii, stimuhtion to work, and some appetite 
Yes, it IS lefieshing Yes, it produces intoxica- 
tion, but not such ns to depiive the consumer of 
hia senses It does not allay hunger It creates 
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npiobfotoi 'null extent The elTeets Inst for 
iboiit nil hour or nn houi and n halt Yes , the 
if ter effect' mo gemnil dopriBSien of spiiitn, 
inoiObeness nnd niiwilhngne" to work Wniit of 
sub'oq^ueiit giatiiiCiitioii produces longing as well 
as uneisinO'S 

45 Haliitunl modernte lue of the hemp drugs 
IS obseived to cau'O tin, following infirmities 
WhetliLi these results can, and if so h) what 
scientific process, bo connected with the oonsump 
tion I am not in a position to sai A person long 
given to ilie habit of gmija consumption, even in 
a modointo form, is found to bo vor^ thin and 
generall} weak, with impaired digtstion, and 
sufftiint: flora broncliitis nnd, in a few cases, 
from asthma He utcomes lory and averse to 
haid woik, but his moral sense is not impaired, 
iioi does he acqniio lialuts of immoinlitj or dc- 
baucherv 1 am of opinion that a long use of 
the dings would result in a lo»s of appetite for 
sexual p lesions, owing piohvblv to the atkctiou 
of the nervous svsUm 

lam iiotm a po>-ition to sav dcfinileli to what 
extent the use of tliisu diugs is connected with 
the production of insanit} 

■iO The above inpirious effects are observed in 
an aggravated form in an hibitual ixcc'-ivc eon- 
sumcr Ills coiistitutiuii is complete!} jnilird 
down, and he becomes quite luolcss for work 
He suffers from bionoliitis iiid asthma of a worse 
type and is labouring under coubtaut headache, 
une isint's, and vnc.iiitucsb of mind. 

47 aad4S No, not to my knowledge 

49 and 50 1 have no loformation on these 
points 

51 I am not of opinion that any luge piopor- 
tion of bad characters are habitual inoilorate con 
sumers of thc'O drugs The cla"C8 gcneially 
known to be of bad char icter iii tlii' p irt of tlio 
country aie — Gopiils, Wnsmlevs, I’hiscpiimllns, 
Dombaries, Katkinc'}, Cuitraknthis, Kail mbs, 
Bcrad', Giirudi', Lamms, and Bliamtes, Tiii'C 
IE a rule, me wandering liilics, never remnimng 
in one place, but moving fiom place to plicc, 
showing their tamaslias and juggleries, and beg- 
ging alms I h ive never found any of these tribes 
especially addicted to the use of these drugs 
'J hen mode of life, their frequent movements (lom 
one place to another during the dark nights and 
their encampments in lonely jungles removed from 
human habitation, naturally lequiro them to be 
always veiy watchful and alerr. They must 
alwai s he active and ready foi any kind of action 
An / long nse of these drugs, even lu a mild foim, 
would make them lazv , nllo, we ik, and qmto unRi 
for such work as they aio called upon to pel form 
lor the vciy mrantenanee of tliemselves and their 
faniihos They, therefou, scrupulously avoid, I 
thiiik, indulging in such uaicotics 

The modonte use of these drugs his, I think, 
no connection with crime in general or with crime 
of any spicnl chaiacter There does not seem 
to be any intimsic quality in the nso of tlio drugs 
to create a tendency to commit crime On the 
contrary, infiimity and weakness, which ate the 
uecessaiy conseqiionoes of a long liiihit of ganja 
consuniinsr, m ike a man useless for the commis- 
sion of crimi Gnnja qiinsumeis may sometimes 
lie found to be iiiclitied to commit potty thefts 
when tl ev aie haid-pre'Sed foi money But tins 
inclination is common to the use of all otliei 
micotics when the consumcis arc icJuced to 
SI mil ir circumstances Opium eaters and alcohol 
diiiikcis aie often lep it>d to have commif-ed 


thefts when h lid of cash. And this iiiclinatinn 
must naturally he much ks' paworful in ganja 
oansiinicis, ns the narcotic required by them is 
comparatively very cheap 

52. 'Ihore is nothing, 1 think, even in the oxce=- 
fcivo use to stimulato crime Such n'o would, I 
think, by making a man still weaker, make him 
more incapable for commission of CTimc 

63 I don’t think excessive indiilgciico m any 
of tlicso drugs incitoi to unprtinoditatcd ciime 
It may make the coiisiimer peevish, Imhln to cisy 
provocition.niid soinetiraes quarrelsome, hut would 
not stimulate him to commit unpreincdititfd 
Clime of a V loknt nature 1 know of no c-as" la 
winch It had led to temporary homicidal frenry , 

6f 1 don't think these drugs arc ever ii o<l by 
crimiiiuls with the spccLal object of fortifying- 
thcinselvcs for the commission of a premeditated 
act of violence or other crime There- may he 
'omc persons who are Ind characters, nnd at the 
same lime addicted to the u-.o of tlicse dru^s 
Such pirsiiiis may sometimes indulge in such, 
drugs hi fore pro ceding to commit an act of vio- 
lence, hut tint i> not for the particnl ir piirpou of 
forlifv ing tlum-ielvcb, but is in mrordmci' wilk 
their uMial h iliii of taking n ilo«c hi fore commen- 
cing any work, gojil or had, which requires con- 
centintcd exon ions or hard labour In old tiinc*', 
wo read stories of a diicoit or tluig smoking ,a 
chiliiiiu of ganj i before pn)c< tditig to do his work 
of thiiggy Btiisuch instances are now vtry rare 

55 I es, sometimes sncli cases are sad to have 
occurred, though none has ollici illy come before 
me ltn Bind tint sweetmeats jirepared from ibess 
drugs, being most suited to avoid sinpicion, are 
gciierully uscil The victims selected nre gener- 
ally iKrsons of temler age, and in some instances 
simple Ignorant woimn Tlicso can becisily in* 
diiccd to partake of the swootineats Such cascs- 
if any , must no doubt be very few 

fid I liavc no infonn itiun on the point 

57 Chants is not used Tlie forms in which 
ganja is eaten have alnady been mentioned in 
reply to qiipslion No I'l 1 have also briefly 
noticed, in r^jily to question No 55, iho use of 
8'ich "atables made bv the crimmils to CiciliLaie 
the commi'-sion of crime 1 have nothing to add 

6S and 50 The present system is working 
satisfiictorily, with the exception of a few points 
which will bo noted below under appropriate 
headings 

60 Under the present system the cultivation 
of tue gan ji-bcaring plants and tho process of its- 
prcpiralion are, 1 think, sufiicicntly controlled. 
A cultivator, tliongli he is not prevented by liw" 
from cultivitmg hemp plant, is not at liberty- to 
prep ire ganjii from it without first obtaining a per- 
mit fiom the Ccdlector of the district. Hemp 
plants as such, being of no use as a n ircotie, unless 
ganja is prepared fiom them, no rcatriciion seems, 
neceasai-y on tliiircuitivation The pre-ent control 
ou tho prcicimtion and. the import, oxpo-t, and 
tian-portifa quite sufficient to gu itd against smug* 
ling and tho loss of excise rcvomie 

There is, howevci, one pnnt which seems to me 
to be ohjf ctionable Under the present system 
the cultivator of the hemp pliiit is jilaced some- 
what at n disadvanlitgo He is not allowed to take 
tho ganja pioduced by lum to the open market, 
and sell 1 C tiiero to anv" customer who may offti 
to him the highcet urice He must soli it to the 
ganja faimer He must cicher submit to tho 
terms, however dis idvantageous they- might be. 
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offered to him hy the latter, or allow his ganja— 
an article naturally liable to speedy deterioration— 
to decay Then again, if the quantity of ganja 
produced m a particular ) ear, being in escesa of 
the requirements of that j ear, is not pmebased by 
the ganja contraefor, he (the cultivator) is not 
at liberty to dispo'e of it by selling to any 
customer he may happen to find Special Icgis 
lation having thus reduced the numbei of his 
customers to a minimum, the cultivator is debarred 
from securing to the full extent the benefits of 
free competition and of the natural law of demand 
and supply This is rather unfair, and requires, 

I think, an alteration m the present system, so 
as to improio the position of the cultivator My 
idea IS that it would bo more reasonable to make 
the g.inja farmer suffer foi such disadvantages than 
the poor cultivator This can be done, 1 think, j 
by the following arrangements, whnh I therefore 
most respectfully beg to suggest foi the considera- 
tion of the Commission 

Individual oiillivntion of ganji should alto- 
gether be slopped No cultivator should he allow- 
ed to cultiiate ganja on his own account The 
light of Billing tretail) ganja should be sold on 
the condition thnt the purchaser (ganja-farmei) 
will have to make his own arrangements foi the 
production of the supply of ganja required for 
the annual consumption of the district or province 
for which he has obtained license Tlic right of 
retailing ganja should he put to auction and made 
final in the month of May or Juno instead of in 
the month of July ns at present, so as to give the 
ganja contractor snlllcicnt time, boforo the sowing 
of hemp plants commences, to make arrangements 
with individual cultivators to rai'o ganja for him 
BnfTicient for the year’s consumption Ho should 
apply for and obtain from the Collector the 
necessary number of permits for the cultivation 
of hemp m the names of such cultivators as would 
agree to raise the crops for him He maj , if 
neces'nrv, advance money to the cultivators on the 
one hand, or bind them by such securities as may 
be deemed necessary on the other, in order to 
ensure the production of the required quantity, 
and will be responsible for the purchase of the 
whole quantity produced for him at the rotes 
agreed upon between him and the cultivators 

By this arnngement the cultivators will be 
quite free to propose their own terms to the con- 
tnetor, and to refuse to cultivate the hemp plant 
for him in case they are notaecepted by him On 
the other liana, the contractor will be at full liber- 
ty to ask such cultivators to grow ganja for him 
as would agree to sell it to him at the lowest prices, 
or to cultivate it himself if he thinks such culti- 
vation more profitable Thus the law of free com- 
petition will have its full scope, the ganja con- 
tractor will he careful not to carry the hemp plant 
cultivation to any unnecessanly largo extent, and 
some of the land thus set free will be more usetullj 
cmplojed by the production of ordinary crops 
Moreover, the rights of onltivating and selling 
ganja being combined m one and the same person, 
there will be less room for smuggling, and the 
license-fees may probably bring in a larger revenue 
to Government 

61 Oharas is not produced in this part 

62. There is no separate cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the excessive produotiou of bbang 

63 I have already expressed, in answer to ques- 
tion No 60, my views with regard to the whole- 
sale price, e q , the price at which the ganja farmer 
buys ganja from the cultivator who produces it 
1 am humbly of opinion that the retail pnoe, e g , 

VOI VII 


the price at which the farmer «ells ganja to the 
customers, is also objeetioiiable Ihe selling 
price IS not officially fixed under the present 
system Thefaimeris left to himself to fix any 
arbitral y price he likes He having secured the 
monopoly of the sale ot these diugs in a paiti- 
oulai locality, the consumers therein have no alter- 
native but to purchase them fiom him at any 
price ho may choose to set upon them Thus it 
sometimes happens that the farmer makes Hige 
piofits hy selling the drugs very dear, the whole 
burden of these enormous profits falling on the 
poor consumers Here, too, the natural law of 
demand and supplj does not opeiate fieely I am 
theiefoio respectfully of opinion that the price 
at which a ganja farmer should sell ganja, etc , 
to the consumers should he officially fixed foi 
each distiict or locality according to its ciicum- 
stances This suggestion miy be objected to on 
the ground tliat a farmer may siiffei loss if in a 
particular year less quantity is sold than was esti- 
mated at the time ho pui chased the faim Tiue, 
it 18 quite probable that such a contingency may 
occur , but the farmer must be prepared to take 
Ins chance as in the case of other contracts, such 
as that of toddy, country liquoi, tolls, etc In the 
case of tolls, for instance, the fees to be levied on 
convejanctb are fixed, and tli6 contnetor is left 
to take his chance He is not at hbeity to in- 
crease the lates of fees, because he finds th it tbe 
number of aiticles passing by his toll bar is not 
sufficient to recoup tbe amount he has paid to 
Government In the same manner I think the 
selling price of ganja may bo regulated It is 
true that there have been no complaints , but 
this IS no reason wliy feasible improvements 
should not be mode 


I shall illustrato hy an example Tike Poona 
district and the town of Bombiy The quantity 
consumed dunng 1892-93 is respectively 248 and 
345 maunds The Poona fannei has paid 
Rs 17,050 as the license-fee, while the Homhay 
man has paid Rs 39,500 , so that the Bombay man 
had to pay to Government Rs 45 7 per maund 
.^rsnsoo-iijisov more than the Poona man 
— \ XTS sr4¥ / ng license-fees add to these 
the duty of 8 annas per maund paid for transport- 
ing the ganja to Bombay from other districts, 
the conveynnee charges of ganja from Poona and 
Bombay, which would be about Rs 2 a maund, 
and the establishment charges, which will be 
highei in Bombay than in Poona, amounting to, 
say, about Rs, 10 a maund Thus it may be seen 
that tlic Bombay farmoi has to pay about Rs 60 
more per maund than the Poona man Now let 
ns see what is the difference between the selling 
places in the two places The retail sale price in 
the Poona district is Rs 120 a maund, while that 
in the town of Bombay is Rs 285 a maund The 
extra expenditure that the Bombay farmei is 
required to incur is Re 60 a maund, as shown 
above Deducting this from Rs 285, still there is 
a profit of Rs 106 a maund to the Bombay man 
(Rs 225 — 120, the selling price m the Poona dis- 
trict, =105), Thus the Bombiy man gets, about 
Rb 1 00 per mannd more th in the Poona man, 
and this amount finds its way into the pocket of 
tbe farmer 


If the figures on which I have made my cal- 
culations he reliable, my inferences would he 
quite coneot 

Then again, I am of opinion that the puces 
officially reported are not the real puces In prac- 
tice the ganja contractors charge a much higher 
late In the Poona district, for instance, the 
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prico officially reported is Be. 1-8 0 per pound of 40 
tolas , but I think the retail sale puce actually 
charged 18 Be 2-8-0 pei pound There aro at pre- 
sent no moans to oxamiue the accounts of the 
ganja-faimer Had they been regularly kept, I 
am sure they would have shown a largo prolit to 
the farmer 

Foi all these leasons, I am respectfully of opi- 
nion that the sj stein of officially hxing the retail 
sale puce is at least worth experimenting upon 

64 The present regulations seem to bo unobjec- 
tionable. 

6.5 No oliaras smoking known in this part Con- 
sumption of bhang compaiativoly small Bhang 
is not separatolj taxed '1 be taxation, as com- 
pared with alcoholic and other intoxicants, epenis 
niodorato and fair The quantity of the alcoho- 
lic stimulant required by an habitual moderate 
consumer costs about 6 annas pei diem and that 
of opium 2 anil is Compared with these, the cost 
of these drugs required also by an habitual mode- 
rate consumer is much losi, and must therefore Iw 
considered reasonable This cost includes the 
contractor’s profits, which seems to mo uurenson- 
ablj high If, tlieroforo, they are reduced to a 
ta.r minimum bj offieially fixing the price, as 
suggested m replj to question No. 66, the cost 
will be still reduced, and the taxation will be clcar- 
Ij seen as quite moderate 

66 The principle which governs or should 
govern the taxation of intoxicating drugs is, I 
think, that the State should, b\ the imposition of 
heavy taxes, endeavour to check, ns fur as practic- 
able, the use of such drugs bicau=e tboj not injuri- 
ously on the body and mind of its subjects Accord- 
ing to this principle the intoxicant wdiich has 
more mischievous effects bj spoiling the bodj or 
mind or by creating a greater tendency to commit 
the onme should, I think, be more heavily taxed 
Unless, thorefoic, the different varieties hav o differ- 
ent powers^of so acting , tlioj need not bo taxed at 
different rates 

67 My views have alreadj been fxpressed in 


reply to question No 63 The retail sale price 
not being fixed officially, tbo consumer is practi- 
cally required to pay a much liigbcr lax in Ibc 
shape of the pnee of ganja, though the tax impos- 
ed bj Government 18 V orj moderate Thesjsitra, 
therefore, requires modification 

68 In tbo mufnssal there aro not sueli Iionses 
I am of opinion rliat it is not dcj.iralilc that there 
should bo snob houses. 

09 Tes, generally tliej are If a particular 
locilitj IS olijeeted to bj the people, tbeir com- 
plaint IS sent to tlio local revenue oflicer for in- 
qiiirj and report , and if, on rtc ipt of such 
report, tlu> Collector is satisfied that there are 
siitlicicnt grounds not to allow the shop t > bt 
ojicned, no pcrraission is granted 

70 No, there are no facts regarding the import- 
ation or smuggling of hemp drugs from Isative 
States to winch I wash to draw attention 

Yes, Julj is paid in respect of all the hemp plant 
drugs used So far ns I am aware, tliero is no 
use of untaxed dings 

Oral evidence 

Question J3 — Mj information regarding the 
export of hemp drugs to European countries was 
g-ithercd from nn Admiin-trntion Ilepoit of tho 
Ahknri Department, vvliicb I can mention after 
reference to my notes 

Question 26 — In the districts I have servctl 1 
have not found tbo hemp drugs to be iisetl ns a 
custom at religious ccrcmonic- I am a follower 
of the Shiva side of the Hindu religion, and I do 
not consider the \\‘-o of tho drugs e's>-ontnl 

Question So — The ascetics have not enough 
irflucucc with nnv class of the ]x'ople to cante 
political diflioultj Thej maj have exercised 
influence in fornur dajs, but times have changed, 
and I only spcik for my own part of (he country 
Thej have influence in religious matters, but not 
III political 


40 Evidence of Rao Saheb Nar.vyan W,vman Deobh vnkar, Ei ahmm Slamlaldan 
and Magistrate, 2nd Glass, Chopda, Eislnct Khandesh. 


1 I have been Q Mairisfrato for the last fifteen 
years, and exercised jurisdiction in eleven fnlukns 
in five different districts I have thus had oppor 
(unities of studying the habits of criminals in 
different pal ts of the Deccan as regards the use 
of the hemp drugs I have also consulted some 
persons whose family have for several generations 
been dealers m these drugs 

51 I do not think that any sensible proportion 
of bad ebaraoters are habitual consumers of any 
of the hemp drugs , their proportion is cortaiiily 
largei than that of habitual consumers in the 
general population of tho countiy I can only 
trace the connection of the moderate use of those 
drugs with crime in the following two ways — 

(a) Criminals as well as consumers of tho hemp 
drugs are recruited from the lower lanks of soeietv, 
(5) a modeiate use of these drugs prevents fatigue 
and exhaustion, and imparts a certain spirit 
and boldness to the temper , it Las a tendency to 
concentrate the mind to the one object or senti- 
ment which IS uppermost in the consumer’s 
thoughts, and to forfafy it to some degree against 
dangei and difficulties 


I do not think that the use of homp drugs bj 
itself prompts a person to crime, they (tbo hemp 
drugs) are cheap enough to le within the rc.nch of 
the poorest classes, and unlike opium thej crente 
no dcsiro for sweet, gieasj or other expensive 
food 

62 Tbo above answer holds good imfalis mitlan-^ 
dts in respect of this question , oiilj that a habi- 
tual excessive consumer is less disposed for the 
activity and excitement of crime than a moderate 
consumer Excessive use is obsorv etl to have the 
effect of increasing frotfuliiess, but decreasing 
physical powers 

63 Excessive indulgence in nnj of these drugs 
docs not bj’ itself incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwnse, unless such a crime happens 
to be uppermost in tho consumer’s thoughts, or 
unless he conceives nn intention to commit sueh a 
crime subsequent to his taking anj of tho-e drugs, 
in which case the lufluenco will tend to intensify 
and help on the intention so conceived I do not 
know of any case in winch excessive indulgence 
in any of those drugs has led to (ompoiury hotni., 
cidal fionsy. 
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64 These drugs are used hy onmimls to fortify 
themselves to commit a piemeditated act of vio- 
lence or other crime I have observed one or two 
cases of this nature in the Ciiopda taluka duiing 
the last SIX months 

65 Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
do, in raic cases, induce their victims to partake 
of majum (a sweet preparation of bhang), and so 


stupefy themselves Complete stupefaction cannot 
be induced by the hemp drug without admixture 
I observed a case three yeais ago in the Nandgaon 
taluka of the Nasik district, in which a gosaiu 
adrainisteied majum to a person, and while the 
latter was in the drowziness of the diug, commit- 
ted theft of some rupees be had in bis turban 


41 Evidence of Eao Saheb Shesho Krisna Mtokavi, Mamlatdar of Tahtka 

Bijaptir, Etjapur 


1 I had no opportunity before of collecting the 
information I am now giving on this subject 
Still I ha\e attempted to answer the questions 
with the aid of statistics I have obtained from the 
ganja contractors, the Abkan inspectors, persons 
using bhang and ganja, and from mj own scanty 
experience 

2 In this part of the country charas is not 
manufactured at all The definition given of 
ganja is correct. The kind of ganja manufac- 
tured here is flat ganja, known by its generic term 
ganja, instead of champta ganja 

8 As far as I know from my experience in the 
Bclganni, Dharuar and Bijapur districts, hemp 
)>lant docs not grow spontaneously in any of these 
districts 

7 In Bijapur town C acres and 13 giinthas 
were cnltuated for bhang and gaiijn 

8 The cultivation is so infinitesimally small 
that it seems unnecessary to answer the question 

9 After the opening of the monsoon, ganja is 
sown at the end of June or beginning of Julj in 
plough land in the same manner ns jawari The 
plant needs no imsalion (artificial) during the 
monsoon, after which it is watered by means 
of “ mote " (water bucket) From the month of 
September male plants begin to come up among 
crops, and they are at once removed, for their 
pre'cncc causis the female plants to seed and in- 
jures the crops Grass or diit among the ganja 
crops IS weeded out from lime to time 

10 Herb there is no separate class of ganja cul- 
tivatoTS. They belong to the agricuUuial class 
But, in order th it the female plants may not bo 
injured from the growth of male plants, experts 
are imported from other districts, and the culti- 
vation IS managed under their supervision 

11 The plants cultivated for the production of 
ganja are not raised from the seed of wild hemp 

12 Wild hemp is not sown. 

I'J The cnltnaiion of ganja is not restneted 
to any part of the countiy Moisture and n sup- 
ply of water are essential conditions, but locky 
soil is unsuitable. 

14 In this part of the countiy ganja is culti- 
vated to a small extent Bhang is also prepared 
from it, Charas 16 , however, not pi epared The 
cultivation in Bijapnr of bhang and ganja this 
jear will, it is estimated, produce about 60 
maunds of ganja and 1 6 maunds of bhang 

15 In this part of the country ganja is not 
producoJ fiom the wild plants, which do not exist 
here at all 

(A) Ganja used for smoking purposes About 
the end of Decembei, when the crop of ganja is 
ready, the tops of the plant, otherwise called tho 
buds, are pulled out These aie placed in a pile 
vol vn 


four inches thick It is then spread out on the 
ground and trodden under foot by coolies for 
three or four days, and then the ganja thus pie- 
pared is filled into bags The ganja thus pre- 
paied becomes rcadj for sale The people pur- 
chasing the ganja so prepaied, if they wish to 
use any portion of it foi smoking, squeeze it with 
their hands mixed with water, which is then 
thrown out and water mixed afiesh This pro- 
cess IB lepeated ten times at least The ganja 
thus prepaied, though fit foi smoking, is not so 
used witiiont a mixtme of tobacco 

(B) No ganja is eaten in this part of the 
country 

(C) The powdei left after the piocess of tiead- 
ing, to which the buds placed in heaps are subject- 
ed, and from which the gan)n is separated, is called 
bhang. That powder is sold to consumers using 
it for drinking To rendei it fit for drinking 
purposes tlie consumers soak it in water It is 
then rubbed with hands and cleansed with water, 
the process being lepeated so often as to cause its 
gieen colour almost to disappear The bhang so 
piopared is then fi led on n pan mixed with ghi 
It IS then mixed with watei, poppy seeds, almonds, 
cardamoms, ginger, pepper and aniseed, and 
grounded on a stone and rolled into balls Tlien 
a tinned pot or an earthen pot with a bioad mouth 
IS taken, and its mouth closed with a piece of cloth 
tied round it On the cloth is then placed one of 
thcae balls, about four or five tolas m weight , 
water 18 thin poured down on the ball in small 
dioppings, and the ball is then dissolved with 
bands The piopoition of watev to be put in 
18 80 tolas for e icb ball When the dilution thus 
prepared is ready, tbe cloth is removed and sugar 
or gule mixed with tbe dilution Afteiwards two 
receptacles arc used The one (empty) is placed on 
tbe ground, and tbe other containing tbe dilution 
IS held over it at some distance, which is gradually 
increased to the height of a man , and the dilution 
IB then dribbled down into the empty receptacle, 
\1hen the pouring is finished, the piocess is le- 
peated as often as is necessary to produce that 
amount of intoxicating power in the dilution which 
the drinker wishes it to possess, a lepetition foitj 
times being consideicd as a maximum The mix- 
ture thus obtained is termed gliota It then be- 
comes ht foi drinking During the hot season, this 
IS used without anything else being mixed with it 
In other seasons milk is mixed with it 

36 Smokers prepare the ganja they buy foi 
smoking Ghota drinkers piepare ghota in then 
houses from the bhang they purchase These 
smokers or drinkeis are ascetics, bairagis, salis, 
kosliliB, Marathas, and Musalmans 

1 7 There is no limitation as to the class or caste 
of the persons making the preparations' of the 
hemp drug The ganja cultivators therefore 
belong to the agricultural class, and thej make tbe 

p 2 
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prepiratioDS themselves n ith the aid o£ experienc- 
ed persons 

18 I have no personal knowledge on this sub- 
ject I consider two years to be the longest time 
beyond which the drugs cannot keep good Its 
keeping in good condition or deterioration depends 
npon the climate, according as it is dry or wet 
I have no expeiience o£ the causes o£ deteiioiation, 
neither can I think o£ any means to prevent such 
deterioration 

19 In this part o£ the countiy ganja is used 
only £or smoking 

20 Ascetics, hairagis, salis, koshtis, Musnl- 
niars, and ooeasionallj smirers chiefl) smoke gmja 
Their pioportion to the general population cannot 
he stited ih exact peicentage, but approxi- 
mately it may be estimated at 1 to 2 per cent 

21 In this part of the country, flat ganja only 
18 used for smoking, and it is considered the best of 
all 

22 Chiras is not at all prepared in this part of 
the countr j . 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking 

24 People of the oidinary class drink bhang 
Detailed information on this point is given m the 
answer to the 17th question On the whole the 
proportion of this class of people is not greater 
than 5 per cent 

25 That the use of ganja is on the increase is 
evident fiom the fact that the ganja-revenue is 
increasing every year 

20 It IS very difficult to ascertain the propor- 
tion of these classes to the total consumers indi- 
cated in the respective headings, hut the following 
seems a fauly reasonable estimate | 

(a) 50 per cent 

(4) 10 per cent 

(c) 25 per cent 

(d) 15 per cent 

27 It has already been stated in the answer 
to the 17th question what people use this drug 
The (a) class mentioned aboie generally comprises 
weavers and momins, the (4), ascetics, bairagis 
aiidfakiis, and the (c) and (d) the ordinary classes 
who are occasion il consumers It is the idle 
classes of people thit take to this vice conti acted 
by association with bid company, and genei ally 
poorer classes are addicted to ihis The (a) class 
uses this drug to alleviate fatigne in such moder 
ate quantity as to cause no obstacle to their daily 
avocations 

28 The habitual moderate smokers of ganja 
require from one to two tolas per head per diem, 
while habitual excessive consumers require about 
four tolas per diem Its cost is half anna pei tola 

29 Occasionally dhatura seed, knchara (nnx- 
lomica) seed and bachnak (aconite) are mixed with 
the ganja used for smoking, to make it ntoie 
intoxicating Common tobacco is ordinarily mix- 
ed with it as an essential ingredient I have not 
been able to ascei tain wh it other ingredients, if 
anj, are mixed with it It i-. usuil to mix spices 
in bhang (ghota), the prccess of which has been 
desciibed in the answer to the 15th question 

30 It seems necessary to specify here the 
classes consuming the diug m solitude and those 
consuming it in company Ascetics and bairagis 
wishing to secure concentiation of mind to devo 
lion and those wishing to keep their vice out of 
knowledge to others use the djug in solitude 
These classes do not generally associate with 
fociety Labouring classes, who have ordinwilj 


to come into contact with their fellow-lahotii'ere , 
use it in company to a moderate extent, and some 
of them use it also in solitudp in their own houses 
to an extent suthcieiit to satisfy ttieir ciavings 
The propoi tion of consumere in solitude is very 
small The consumption is mainlv confined to 
male eex Females geneially do not smoke it 
The addiction occui-s at an ago 1 iter than eighteen 

31 'Ihose, who have no association with con- 
sumeiB of the ding ind those who are educated in 
moral and leligious sulijects, never become pione 
to tins habit Several others, too, contract tins 
habit by association with consumers rf the drug 
It IS very difficult to bieak ol£ Except in the 
case of ascetics and bairagis and f ikus, there is 
no tendency in this diug for the moderate habit txi 
develop into the excessive 

32 There is no custom at all, soonl or leh")- 
ons, in regaid to the consumption of any intoxi- 
citing drugs, like bhang, gmja, etc On thecon- 
trarj , their use is forbidden by religion, A con- 
sumer of such drugs is hated by respectable men, 
and so theie u no religious or social binding to 
use tbe ding In the case, however, of ascetics 
and bairagis it is regarded as a necessity for con- 
centiation of mind 111 contemplation or devotion , 
but there is no authority of the shastra £oi such 
sentiment 

S3 The public opinion (sooin] and religious) 

IS against the use of tbe drug. Consumers who 
in then intoxicated state aie intemperate m their 
oonduct and speech aie shunned by respectable 
societies Tfie addicted are sensible of then vne, 

I and generally avoid appearance in pubhr, while 
such societies avoid company with the consumeis 
for fear of contracting then habits There is no 
custom either among the Hindus or the Muham- 
mad ms of worshipping the hemp plant 
Si It would be a serious pnvation to many 
classes of consumeis to forego the consumption 
of tbe dmg For a few days there will be an 
obstacle to then mental or plijsioal action Just 
as the health of any oidinary man will suflei if he 
is not given his daily food, so will that of the 
bhang consumer do if he is depiived of the use of 
this ding But the ahandoiniig of this hibit will 
he beneficial to him in the end The sufferance 
that might be caused m consequence is only a 
temporary one After the lap-.e of some days in 
self-denial the practice leads to the cessation of 
the foimer habits, and the consumer’s mental and 
phj SIC il powers would be maintamed, The pro- 
poition of the people, who have once contracted 
the habit and who subsequently leave it, can 
hardly be 1 per cent, of the total consumers 
35 It IB veil necessaiy to prohibit the use of 
these dinqs The prohibition will lead to illicit 
consumption The only way to enfoice the prohi- 
bition seems to me to pievent by law the cultiva- 
tion of these dings in British and even in foreign 
territories, a severe penalty being attached to the 
bteioh of this lule The police and the ahkan 
departments should keep watch, Informeis of 
illicit cultivation should be rewaided, and the 
trials of such cases should rest with lower grades 
of magistrates The prohibition would, for some 
time, occasion tempoiaij discontent among the 
consumers, but there is not the least ground for 
apprehending that such discontent would amount 
to a political danger, the people in this pait of 
the country being loyal and of mild nature, aud the 
propoi tion of the persons using bhang and ganja 
to the general population being too small to be 
taken into consideration It cannot even for a 
moment be supposed that a measure affecting only 
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sucli community would lead to political dangei 
The incieasing practice being detiimental to tbe 
public beaUli, it is the duty of the good-prinoipled 
lulei to stop it Although the vice of indulging 
in bhang and gan 3 a and that of drinking hquor 
have no connection with each other, the prohibition 
IS likely to lead some of them to have retouroe 
to opium and others to alcoholic stimulants 

36 For the present there is no practice come to 
notice of alcohol being substituted for these drugs 

N B — The answers to the questions in the 
5th chapter apply both to bhang and ganja 

87 Chains is not used in this part of the 
country 

88 and 89 Both the smoking of ganja and the 
dunking of bhang (ghota) produce intoxication 
The smoking produces heat in the body It in- 
creases appetite and is likely to affect injuriously 
the consumer’s brain and blood it he is not given 
sufficient food to eat It is also likely to bring on 
asthma and cause disordei of lungs Such are not 
the effects of the ghota, the use of which keeps in- 
toxication longer than in the case oL the ganji- 
smoking It also sustains consumer’s power of 
woikiug A ghota has a cooling effect m the end 
It does not tend tn inciease appetite, nor is it so 
injurious to health If consumed in a moderate 
quantity, it has these advantages. But ordinhnly 
moderation is not ohseived, and its immoderate 
Use IS theiefore injurious 

40 Purified bhang and ganja are used for 
medical pui poses Purified bhang and ganja are 
mixed in certain proportion with some of the 
medicines prescribed for cough, high breathing, 
piles and other diseases It is also mixed with 
some medicines prescribed for certain cattle 
diseases But it is not to be supposed that there 
are other cuies for the diseases meutioned above 

41 It IS known from experienced people that 
modeiate consumption of thesfe diugs have the 
effects mentioned in (a), (6), and (c) Their use 
serves to secure concentration of mind to any 
subject 

[a) On raie occasions it is useful to invalids 

(4) As already stated m the answer to the 
I7th question, it is used by weavers and otheis 
foi this purpose 

(c) It IS useful to ascetics, bairagis and otheis 
going on pilgnmnges and tiavelhng in hotor cold 
countries with oi without clothes on 

((7) Persons leading their life as devotees 

It IS difficult to state the proportion. The 
above information relates to the habitual modeiate 
consumers 

42 It does not seem necessary to answer this 
question in view of the answer given to the pie- 
ceding question 

48 Intoxication fiom bhang and ganja is 
pleasing to consnmeis in their sedentary position, 
and they are therefore inoffensive to then neigh- 
bours 

44 to 46 Reliable information is not obtain- 
able to give satisfactory answers to these questions 

47 to 52 I am not an aie of any instances of 
this nature 

53 Excessive indulgence in this drug causes 
quietude in a consumer and deprives him of the 
power of excitement Theiefore there is no in- 
citement in the consumer to any violent or other 
crimes I known of no case in which it has led 
|to temporary homicidal frenzy The state of the 


man, even when he is under complete influence of 
the drug, is not such as to incite him to commit 
suicide 

54 No 

55 The smoking of ganja does not bring on 
insensibility, but only slight intoxication I am 
not aware of any instances of the nature indicated 
m the question Insensibility is not pioduced 
without a mixture of auv other substance with 
this drug Dhatura seed, kuchaia or other sub- 
stance is necessary to produce perfect insensibility 

66 Dhatura is not mixed with this drug in 
ordei to induce consumption, I have not been 
able to obtain information on the other points 

57 Ganja is not eaten in this part of the 
countrv Bhang (ghota) is drunk This and 
the effects of its use have already been menboned 
above Oharas is not piepared in this part of the 
country 

58 and 59 The existing rules lelating to bhang 
and ganja should have a piovisionof an enactment 
prohibiting the cultivation of ganja Should this 
be found inexpedient, such duty should be imposed 
on ganja as would make it a costly article To 
attain this object, a rule should be mide tequmug 
the storage of bhang and ganja in a place assigned 
for the purpose, and the duty due to Government 
should be paid by tbe contractors 

The shops, where the sales of bhang and ganja 
are considerable, should be sold by auction, and 
those where the sales are not large should be farmed 
as at present for a lump sum 

The existing rule permitting tbe sale of ganja 
not exceeding forty tolas per diem per head 
enables a purchaser to dispose of a portion of it to 
another If such a transaction be declared illegal, 
it would cheek the increase of the vice To attain 
this end, the limit of forty tolas should he reduced 
to four tolas, the maximum quantity needed per 
bead as shown in tbe answer to question 28 More 
than this should not be allowed to be sold to oue 
person If this couise be adopted, the vice would 
materially decrease 

60 The cultivation of the ganja-beanng plant 
does not require supervision, but it seems desirable 
that the piocess of the preparat’on of ganja and 
bhang should be subjected to supervision , ganja 
18 not capable of beinsr prepared secretly. The 
present supervision seems therefore sufficient 

61 Charas is not pioduced in this part of the 
countiy 

62 Ganja and bhang are products of tbe same 
plant To prepare a good g mja it is necessary 
that the plant should iiot.be allowed to leach 

I maturity Bhang requires a matuie plant When 
ganja is produced from immature plants, bhang 
turns out bad, and when bhang is made from 
mature plants ganja does not turn out good, 
Therefore a farmer should take precautions to 
manufacture good ganja from immature plants, 
and should reserve plants in an allotted area for 
preparation of good bhang A rule should be so 
made that a faimer maj not be able to obtain that 
advantage for the bad stuff which he can get for 
the good oue 

68 Theie seems no need of any charge in the 
existing system relating to the wholesale vend of 
ganja and bhang. As regards the ret iil vend the 
farmers attempt to extort from purchasers any rate 
they like This is hard on the puxchasers Theie- 
fore, the farmers should be bound, as in the case of 
opium contiaets, to sell at sucli rates as may he 
prescribed by the Collector or othei officer authoruj^ 
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ed by him in tlnsbebalf, lOfraid bcm» bad to the 
dut> paid by the farmer and the cost of the drugs 

64. to 66 This has been explained in the answer 
to the questions 68 and 59 There seems no 06300- 
tion to a same rate of taxation be ng imposed on 
bhang and gan3a 

67 The imposition of a high duty as suggested 
in the answer to question 59 would relieve pooler 
classes fiom this vice, as their means generally 
would not enable them to imrchnso the drug at 
the pioposed rate It is, hou o\ er, true that persons 
who can afford that rale nould buy, but the 
numhei of such peisons is \en small, but, all 
things considered, the number of consumers would 
'decrease 

68 The number of persons openly drinhing on 
the premises of lieensed shops is verj small , there 
IS a suggestion on the part of respectable classes 
that the consumption on the piemists should not 
be allowed as tending to multiply the number ad- 
dicted to this vict, and caumig anno}’nncc to the 
general public , but os the use of ganja and bbang 
is pie3udioial to the health of the consumers, it 
seems to me desii-able that special measures should 
be adopted to check the spread of the vice and 
giaduallj icduce the number of consiimors As 
observed in the answer to question 67 the imposi- 
tion of a duty would lessen the number of the 
poorer classes of consumers and coniine its put- 


ohnse to persons of means. My opinion therefore 
on this part of the subject is that a rule should be 
made providing that persons nishing to purchase 
bhang or prepare ghota should consume the stuff 
on the premises of the shops This measure will 
detei persons whoso means permit them to indulge 
in this diaisr from resorting to the shops for con- 
suming the drug there on the premises, as to do so 
will be felt by them as a very disgraceful act 
Thus the number of persons resorting to the shops 
will be poneidcrably reduced I therefore consider 
that the rule requiring consumption on the premis- 
es should bo passed 

69 "Wlicnov or a shop 18 desired in any village 
for the sale of this drug, the farmer first makes an 
ai'phcatum The wishes of the villagers are then 
consulted , and on consideration of the extent of 
consumption of bhang and gniga 111 that village, 
the shop IS allowed if the villageis wished it, and 
there is no objection on other grounds. I see no 
necessity for a change in this sy stem 

70 Instances of sninggling of such drugs from 
Native States arc notdetected 111010 is however, 
aconsidirableciikivation of gatija in Native States, 
and it 18 sold there at chi ajier ratis There is there- 
fore reason to hilicvc that persons addicted to this 
drug and residing in British villages 011 the fron- 
tier are in the habit of illicitly importing ganja 
into British temtorv 


42. ^Evidence of Rao Saheb Vithai. 

Magistude, 2nd class, 

51 Generally speaking, only a few liad charao- 
teis are to bo found amongst those who consume 
those drugs (excepting charas, whidi is not known 
in this distnet) on a moderate scale It is to lie 
obseived that these lonsumers on a moderate scale 
have connection vvitli gamblmg and ordinarily not 
with any other crime 

52 There are but very few such kind of consu- 
mers here, and of them a laigcr proportion (than 
that of model ate consumers) arc bad charactera, 
and take to gambhug, petty thieving, petty violence 
and immoial acts 

53 Excessiv e indulgence in any of these dnigs 
IS generally believed to incite to such crime, though 
such a case has not crossed my evponencc There 
was not a case of this kind in my own court or in 
any office I seried But I have read High Court 
decisions (Indian Law Report, Vol XIV, page 
561.) in which the accused wa« addicted to smoking 
for two years and thereby two murders, one of his 


RAGnuNATH DA>jrj Mamlatdar and 
Vcngni la, Eatnagin 

wife and the other of his child, were committed by 
him Thcrofoie 1 think that the using of bomp 
drugs spoils the head and indutcs the fitnizy alluil- 
cd to 

64. There was not a case in my court in which 
a crirainnl had fortified himsolt bv the use of these 
drugs to commit a crime But I have knowm in- 
sfances m wliieh people w ishing to be rough or 
violent in religious ns'cmbhcs or processions forti- 
bed thcmsilves in the manner indicated by the 
question 

55 A case of the kind meant by the question 
has not come within my personal experience as a 
Karlcun or as a Magistiate Exce=suc use of 
gmja or bhang alone is know n to induce complete 
stupefaction for a stated penod, but with admix- 
ture of dhatura or such other drugs, the stupefying 
intoxication is more easily reached in practice 
As mentioned above, the use of charas is not 
known in this district 


43 Evidence 0 /“ Rao Sahib L M Deshpande, Biahmin, Mamlatdar and 
Magistiate, 1st Class, Poona City 


7 Culhvatiun — In this district hemp plant is 
cultivated foi gmja and bhang Wild plant is 
not known The extent of cultivation at present 
is about 10 acres only, and the figures for the last 
ten years have varied every year and ranged betw oen 
80 and 10 acres The outturn has been on an 
average only 180 maunds, which is veiy trifling 
14 Manufacture — Ganja alone is manufactured 
from the plant, neithei charas noi bhang in the 
sense in which it is understood in Upper India 
The dried flowering tops are called ganja, and the 
bits of leaves and the fragments detached from the 
flowenng tops while being tiodden under foot are 


called bhang Chans is seldom used in this 
distnet Majum, vakuti, and gulLand and shn- 
kaiid aie the confections pieparcd from the ganja 

19 Via — The drugs are used sometimes niodi- 
cinallv, but more fiequently for smoking and 
eating Ganja is smoked, and bhang is used for 
making a cooliug and refreshing beverage called 
ghota The othei sweetmeats are eaten by habi- 
tual consumers 

20 Consumers — The consumption is not con- 
fined to any paiticular class Almost all classes 
use the drug, but'chieflj' the gosavis, sadhus, falars, 

I hakims, and all men ot mendicant class going on a 
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pilgrimage from place to place, as the use of the 
drug IS said to help them to take long journey and 
to deaden the pain of suffermg and starvation in 
their tours The use of bhang and of the sweet 
confections fiom the ganja is not very extensive, 
as would appear from the following proportions 
which have been arrived at fiom an inspection of 
the accounts of the vendois of the di ugs In every 
hundred consumers of the diugs there are about 
90 4 ganja smokeis, 2 4 majum eateis, 19 
yakooti eaters, and the same piopoition for shri* 
khand and gulkand eaters, and about 1*5 drink 
bhang (ghota) The number of men using the 
drugs cinnot be precisely given, as uo reliable sta- 
tistics aie available, but regaid being had to the 
avetage daily allowance of ganja required by a 
habitual moderate consumer, and the quantity of 
ganja sold annually in the district, the figure 
might be put down at 2,800 for the distiict This 
will give us about 2,520 men as ganja smoKers, 
about 66 3 akuti eaters, and about 28 foi each of 
the other confections and bhang In every 
thousand of population of the district there aie 
not more than 2 6 men who lisa hemp narcotics 
This will show that the use of the eatables and 
bhang IS so limited, that it is not possible to atnve 
at any conclusion regarding them as causes of 
crime and violence The number of ganja smokeis, 
though comparatively veiy large, is antireiv in- 
significant when compared with the population of 
the district 

28 The daily allowance of ganja per head is 
one and two tolas, and that of bhang Ihiee and 
SIX masas for habitual modeiate and excessive con- 
sumers respectively 

40. Effects —T \xb effects of the use of ganja 
for medical puiposes are stated to be good Ganja 
excites bungei and gives some tone to the nervous 
system But we are not so much concerned with 
the medicinal effects as with the effects of the 
habitual use of the drug 

44 The first effects are not always bad The 
first dose is refieshing It produces exhilaiution 
of spirits, a merry mood and a pleasant sensation 
The man seems to enjoy the intoxication, and 
no harm comes to him from such occasional 
use But the fact is otherwise with a habitual 
consumei At times he is wild, garrulous, and 
incoherent, and the excitement over he is disposed 
to sleep There is the depression of spirit, 
a bioken-down constitution, loss of appetite, 
derangement of the alimentary canal, and gene- 
rally an anrcmic appearance so characteristic of the 
habitual consumer of ganja 

45 The occasional use of ganja in moderate quan- 
tity is said to be conducive to health It acts as 
stimulant and engenders activities and is generally 
held to be beneficial to health, although when 
taken in excess or continued as a habit it has a 
very prejudicial effect on health and mental facult\ 

1 have consulted a few of my hiends in the raeUical 
profession, and they are all unanimous in condemn- 
ing the habitual use of ganja, as bung essentially 
deletenous to the health 

46 In habitual excessive consumers all the 
symptoms are greatly aggravated, and in addition 
there IS the deterioration of the mental faculties 
There is loss of memory, numbness and want of 
power and contiol over the nervous system, and 
helpless condition and complete depression and 
inactivity In such cases the abuse of ganja leads 
undoubtedly to insanity of a serious eharactei, but 
much oftener to a harmless idiotcy 

51 Bad characters generally do indulge in some 
kind of intoxication, but to a small extent in 
hemp drugs intoxication Those who use the 


drugs are habitual moderate consumers, but very 
seldom excessive consumers The habitual moderate 
consumers are not baldly turbulent They are 
mostly quiet, and are not given up to any tnmnl- 
tnous act An occasional excessive consumer may, 
as I have noted above, be very violent, and do some 
iniquitous acts, mostly aimless and unpremeditated 
I know of no case in winch ganja has ever been 
shown to he an incentive to crime 

52, The habitual excessive consumer is iiardly 
ever capable of committing violent acts Exces- 
sive smokeis are ordin inly veiy quiet with a ten- 
dency to imbecility The effect of in excessive 
habitual dose is to stupefy rather than to excite 

Intoxication has never been a n itional vice m 
India, iltliougli withm about a quai-tei of the 
century it has been resorted to to some extent 
Drunkenness has been widely prevailing, but hemp 
drug intoxication is very raie It is within our 
daily experience that much crime is committed 
under the influence of drunkenness The facilities 
aie so great that the men of lowclasscs, especially 
the Mahurs, Mangs and Kohs, all lesort to the 
liquor shop and drink unreservedly As a rule 
they are never satisfied with moderate dnnking 
They \vdl dunk to excess, as they legard the 
pionounced feeling of intoxication as an adequate 
return foi the money spent on the liquor In 
such a state of intoxication they commit enme or 
other iniquitous acts wbieli lender them ameuable 
to the law Diunkenness as the cause of crime 
has been well lecognized in the fact that a section 
has been enacted m the Bombay Act IV of 1890, 
making it penal for a man to be drunk and be dis- 
oideily in a public street Moieovei, all cases 
under section 6 J 0 of the Indian Penal Code that 
hive come up for disposal were all with refeience 
to intoxication due to alcoholism, never to any 
other kind of intoxicants 

53 Excessive indulgence, as I have said above, 
at times leads to unpremeditated acts of violence 
when reason is overpowered, and equilibrium of 
mind IS distmbed I do not know of any case m 
which it has led to homicidal frenzy 

I have seived in five out of six districts of the 
Central Division and exercised first class magis- 
teiial powers for ovei ten years During this 
period I have not come across a single case in which 
Clime was committed undei intoxication by the 
use of any of the narcotic drugs 

54 1 think the drugs might be used occasional- 
ly in moderate quantity hy bad lives to fortify 
themselves to commit an iniquitous act Cunmials 
when they premeditate a enme may use g inja as 
they do alcoholic drinks to a large extent to nen e 
and prepaie themselves foi the occasion, but I 
have not come across a single case in which intoxica- 
tion of ganja has been pleaded as an excuse for 
crime or other violent act 

65 I think they do so occasionally I had a 
case before me m which it was alleged by the oom- 
plamant that she was lavished while in a state of 
intoxication brought on by admiinstenng to her 
inajum, a confection prepared from the hemp 
plant. Ganja-smoking is baldly used for such 
purposes 1 do not think that a complete stupe- 
faction may be produced by the use of an excessive 
dose without adraixtuie, but I undei stand dhatura 
is more frequently resorted to for tins purpose than 
the hemp plant drug 

69 I do not think a case is made out for the 
adoption of a legislative measure to lestnct the 
use of any of the hemp drugs, as m no case it 
has been shown that use or abuse of the drugs 
incites to enme either violent or premeditated, 



44 . Hmdence of Eao Sahib Khishnaji Ballal Dbval, Chlpavan, Brahmin, 
Hamlaldar and Magistrate, 1st Class, Chiplon. 


1 I have been serving in the Hovonne Depnrfc- 
ment for the Inst twenty-ono years 1 have been 
serving ns Mnmlatdai and Magistrate, first dnss, 
for the last twelve yeais I have served m five 
distiiots, vtz .Belgaum, Dharwai, Bijnpur, Canam, 
and Itatnagin In my olhcial capaoilv I have had 
many opportunities of observing the general con- 
duct of gan-ja coiisuineis 1 have bad to exercise 
some coiitiol over the retail shops Some cases of 
smuggling have been tried by mo 

2 Yes Bound and flat gnnja is locally known 
as gan]a che boot, t e , gan 3 a buds 

13 Mere cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
restricted by law The High Court of Bombay 
have also held so ( Fiffe Criminal Rulings No 82 
of loth November of 1888, Imperatrix vs Dado 
bin Apaji ) Though not restrieted, the plant la 
not grown by the people in the five distnets in 
which I have served 

18 From the enquiries I have made with the 
retail vendor, I state that if ganja or bhang is 
kept for more than one 3 car, it is deteriorated and 
becomes unfit lor use. In the districts below 
Ghats, deterioration commences sooner and begins 
to set in after six months form the date of import 

20 Charas is seldom used m the districts in 
which I have served Only ganja is used for 
smoking purposes hero 

Bairagis, fakirs (trnvcllmg mendicants), night- 
mongers, dramatic company, and tamasha dancers 
as a class do smoko gunja In Chiplon taluka, 
and especially in the town of Guhagar, a consider- 
able number of Brahmins do smoko as a rule , 
but in the districts of Belgaum, Bijapur, Dhar- 
war, and Canara Brahmins do not smoke Gene- 
rally speaking, idle folks of all classes do smoko 
and dunk ganja and bhang in special places where 
they assemble to chit chat 

The population of this taluka is 185,000 , out 
of this about 80,000 are women and about 25,(i00 
are children, and the number of adult males 
amounts to 80,000 nearly It is also to bo noted 
here that though the proportion of the persons 
consuming these stuffs with the whole population 
IS 2 per cent , yet it must be borne in mind that 
the pioportion is 5 per cent with the male popula- 
tion , and ns each of these consumers is an adult 
male member or a headman of his family, if he 
goes astray, the prospects of the whole family are 
suie to he marred 

21 Round ganja is generally preferred for 
smoking 

23 Bhang or dry leaves of the hemp plant are 
seldom imported and used for smoking 

24 In the districts in which I have served, 
people do not eat or dnnk bhang This practice 
prevails in the districts of Northern India, such 
as Malwa, Benares, etc 

26 The licensed vendor in this taluka has been 
vending these stuffs, ganja and bbana-, for the last 
twenty-five years , and he slates that the use of this 
stuff 18 highly on the inciease, but no minimum or 
maximum rate for selling these stuffs is fixed , the 
vendor sells as he likes The evidence is conflict- 
ing on this point, because, though there is a gra- 
dual decrease in the annual amount of auction 
sale, yet the quantity of these stuffs imported by 
the shop-keeper, and the fixed duty, is slightly on 


the increase It is also to be noted here that the 
habitual modeiate ganja-consumi rs bnng good 
ganja from other di'<tiicts and keep in tbcir pos- 
session such quantity as is allowed by law 

20. As far as 1 know, the consumers of ganja 
whom 1 have mentioned generally come under 
head (a) habitual moderate consumers, and their 
number according to the vendor’s statements and 
other onqniries made lies between 3,000 and 4,000 

27 Please for the first part of this question see 
answer to question 20 

Bairagis, fakirs, and other travelling mendicants 
liavo no cstiihlished houses They travel from 
village to village, and district to district, with 
their families and children The ciders consume 
thc'c stuffs, and the youngers follow their 
example When the elders die, the 3 oungers become 
elders, and their sons in their turn follow their 
example, and so on In other classes, the practice 
IS obtained thus — Inavillngo there is generally 
a common place, such as temples, etc Bad 
chameters generallj assemble there to chit-chat in 
the morning and in the evening ^Yheu idle 
talks on some topics begin, some one of these men 
gently introduces a smoking pipe called chillom 
btrangers who are not accustomed arc gently 
pressed to partake of this stuff This stuff being 
an intoxicating drug naturally induces the 
bcgiuntiB to smoke, and in this way the habit is 
contracted 

28 The avenge allow nnco of ganja per diem is 
about i of a tofa, and its cost is about J of a pie 
to habitual modcrato consumers Olhor stuffs are 
seldom nsid bore 

30 The consumption of thc=e drugs is praotiscd 
in company . lb is generally conlincd to the male 
sex to any time of life except childhood Child- 
ren are not the consumers of tlie“o drugs 

31 Non-consumers foim the habit of consum- 
ing these drugs in company with the consumers 
It 18 not too diirmult to break off I'or 1 bavo 
actually induced two of my servants to give up t'lo 
habit of ganja-smokiiig, and I have succeeded 
I bavo nl'o succeeded in two or three other cases 
regarding some of my friends 

83 The ronsumption of these drugs is regarded 
os a degrading and rniiioiis vice The habit of 
consuming these drugs leads to physical and men- 
tal detcnoration It undermines the structure 
of the soiiety Its effects are deleteiious to the 
health, wealth, and knowledge The consumers of 
these drugs are, to the best of my knowledge and 
ixpcrience, latlier troublesome to their iamily 
members and neighbours They liecome indolent, 
and they also become deficient in self-control and 
intellect Hence the public opinion is bad 

34 Certainly not As ganja smokers are 
generally bad characters and indolent section of 
the vilhige coinmnnity, its, night mongers, bai- 
rogis, fakirs, etc , it would not bo a serious 
privation if the consumption is foregone On the 
contrary, it will he a help to society in general , 
beeatiEC the stuff is admittedly an intoxicating 
drug, and is deleterious to the health and intellect 
It induces indolent habits 

35 In tbe five districts in winch I bare served, 
it would be, in my opinion, fe isible to prohibit the 
use of these drugs , because tbe habit is pr'noipally 
found among bad oliaiacteis and travelling mendi- 
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cants, whoaio indolent and troublesonio to tlie com- 
mimitj ingenoral Consumers are looked down by 
the gentry, and if under these eiicumstanoe '‘'grow- 
ing' of tbo hemp plant as well as the importation 
of the drug ” be piohibited by law, the habit of 
consuming these drugs of the consumers will he 
gndually checked, and in a few jeais it will 
disappeai For some tune hibitual consumers 
will no doubt continue to consume the drug illi- 
citlj , but once the growing of the hemp plant 
and importation of the drug is prohibited by law, 
the illicit eonsuraptioii will soon disappear, and the 
people will turn then attention to peaceful avoca- 
tions of agriculure Under the cucumstanees 
stated above, the prohibition would not occasion 
souons discontent among the consumers The 
prohibition will not, in my opinion, enooinage the 
use of aleohohc stimulants or othei intoxicating 
diugs However, as I have advocated the piohi- 
bition of the use of ganja for leasons recorded, I 
beg also to propose tor good ica=ons to eheek by 
further restrictions the use of alcoholic drinks 
If high authorities in Europe, like John Bnght 
and others, are to be beheiod, then the best drink 
that a miucanlnio is potable water Alcoholic 
drinks are pioduoing mischief in Euiopo The 
main factors of the Indian population consist 
chiefly of Hindus and Muhammadans Alcoholic 
drinks have been strictl) prohibited by Hindu as 
well as hj’ Muhammadan religion Alcohol was 
not so widely used in former days as in the present 
da}s The population is inccasing ) ear by year. 
The great question before Nation and Government 
IS how to utilize the existing lands, and to grow 
more corn therein for the mavntcnauco of people, 
therefore the soonerwe take precautionary measures 
to cheek the use of intoxicating drugs as well as 
intosioating dnnks m India the better I should 
like to propose that only one shop of country 
liquor and one shop of intoxicating drugs in each 
talnka is quite sufficient No passes should be 
given to open temporary shops m fairs and jatras 
These and similar other measures will prevent the 
spread of bad habits, and the people will turn 
their atteniioD to peaceful avocations of agri- 
culture 

The land at present used for growing mtosicat- 
mg poppy plants, etc , will be utilized in growing 
corn and cotton, ,the scarcity of which is feeling 
year by Jeai Coooanut trees are now used for 
drawing toddy, and thus the people are deprived 
of delicious food of kernel and its edible oil 

The more shops we open the more customers 
we get Of late, the tendency to open more 
shops IS checked by departmental orders , still 1 
would advocate that only one shop in each talnka 
IS sufficient 

36 Tnere is no reason to behove that alcohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituted for any 
of these drugs But the more and more use of 
alcoholic stimulants year by yeai is attributable to 
othei causes, wh.ch need not be enumerated here 

43 The consumers of ganja are generally trouble- 
some, not only to their neighbours but to their 
friends and family members also 

44 It is not really refreshing Though habitual 
modciato use does not produce intoxication, yet its 
effects on the consumer’s constitution and be- 
baviom arc unwholesome and bad , because I have 
observed this in each ganya consumer’s case when- 
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ever became in contact with me, either as a witness 
in my court or as a friend m society 

51, In my opinion if hundred bad characters are 
collected together, y on will find seventy-five out of 
them to be habitual moderate consumers of any' of 
these drugs There is no connection between the 
model ate use of these drugs and the grave crimes 
coming under the Indian Penal Code , but crimes 
of giving abuses and assaults, etc , are, in my 
opinion, committed by ganya consumers when 
under its influence 

53 aud 54 No such case has come before me 

65 I do not know of any such case 

68 The administration IS woiLing well 

68 There is only' one shop in Cluplon ' taluka 
licensed for retail sale of these drugs 

69 At present no local opinion is consideied 
before a shop is opened , but I propose that no 
new shops should be opened unless applied for 
by the people in an application signed by them 

70 Theie is no general use of gauya whieli is 
illegally imported or on which duty is not paid 
Duung the course of twelve yeais, I have tried 
only three or four eases of smuggling ,' but the 
coutiol over illegal irapoitation as at present 
exercised by the Excise Department and the 
Police and the Magistrates is, in my opinion, quite 
sufficient 


07 'al evidence. 

Question 35 — By bad characters I mean 
those entered on the police list of persons tiied 
aud sentenced As a momlatdar I visit the 
temples and other places where people smoke and 
see them smoking, I should say that seventy- 
five out of every hundred of bad characters smoke 
It IS part of my duty to observe the habits of 
these men and of all troublesome persons I have 
other unofficial means of finding out their habits 
apnit from what appears in Court I have served 
in all tbo districts of the Southern Division 

Alcoholic stimulants are too dear to be much 
need I do not think the people would take to 
such diugs as dhatura, which would at once kill a 
man It is never used at piesent for intoxication 
so far as I know I hear that it is used some- 
times in the northern parts of the country, but 
not wliLie I serve 1 have nevei asked sadhus and 
bairagiB about this Perhaps people must take to 
opium I believe prohibition noiild reduce con- 
sumption. I have succeeded in getting two of 
my seiv ants and two peons to give up gauya I 
am not connected with any Temperance Society 
but as a conseivative and orthodox Hindu I am 
against all drugs and intoxicants 

Queskon 44 —I have ceitam friends who con- 
sume to excess, though they began moderately 
Gradually they became unable to manage their 
affiurs. The habitual moderate use is bad, as that 
leads to the habitual excessive use , and this tends 
to make a man useless to society. It is the same 
with alcohol 

Question 70 — Gauya buds aie smuggled fiom 
Mysore All the eases I lefer to heie weie of this 
character In all the cases (but one) I found that 
Mysore was the place , in the othei I did not find 
out They weie all eases of import (or transport! 
■without license 


o 
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45 JEvtdcnce of Eao Sahib Eamchandha Nabatah Joglbkah, JBrohmn, 
Mamlatdar md Fi^ st Class Magzstrate, on special duty, Satai a. 


51 The consumers of gonio are mosti) persons 
Inve 110 position m life, but they do not 
necessanly happen to ho had clniactcis ns such 
Bad characters seldom use bhang, ghota or eharns 
The moderate use of any of these drags liaf no 
conneetiou with ciime in genei d or with crime of 
any special eharnoter 

62 Excessive use of gan 3 a lends to irritation 


on account of trifling matters and some! lines to 
quarrels lesiiHing in hreaoli of public peace It 
has no connection with nnj other enrao 

68 Excc'sivo indulgence in gaiija incites to 
unpiomcdifated breach of public peace as above 
stated I know of no case in which it has led to 
temporal vliomicid il frenry 
64 and 65 No 


46 Evidence of BALKHiaHNA Nabatan Vaidta, Farbhii, State Karhliat i of Sawjli. 


] I was a mamlatdar in the British districts, 
and have been Karbban of Sangli for seven }car8 
In my official cap i cities 1 have often come in 
contact with the eultnatois of hemp, from whom 
I have obtained some knowledge about the culti 
vation and manufacture of these drugs 

2 The definihons of bhang, charas, and ganj'^ 
are coriect, so far as the Sangli State is con- 
cerned, and the drugs prepared out of hemp go 
by the above names 

8 I have no knowledge of tlio district in which 
the hemp plant grows spontanooublj , 

4 to 6 Not Icnown. 

7 The cultivation of the hemp plant is camtd 
on in the following six villages in the Sangli 
State to the following extent for production of 
ganja — 

Taliila SItraj Fi ant 


Tillflso 

Extent in netes. 

1 Andhali 

• « 

25 

2 Bnmbawndi 

• 

2 

8 Dndliondi 

• 

1 j 

4 Sirgaon 

• 

Talula Kiich, 


B Mnnjnrdi 

C Gourgaon 

* 

Totai . 

0 

G 

4i 


8 Twelve yeais ago there was no land in the 
State under hemp cultivation There has been a 
gradual increase in the cultivation of hemp, and 
it is due to the little cost and labour required in 
rearing the crops ns well as to the good price they 
fetch in the market 

9 The following is the mode of cultivating 
hemp m the Sangli State — 

The ground is, in the first instance, well 
ploughed and harrowed The manure is then 
carefully and evenly spiead The season of 
sowing the hemp seed in this part of the country 
is towards the end of June ^ The seed is obtained 
fiom AhmOdnagarby cultivators at the rate of 
about 2 lb per rupee. It is sown with a tipan 
(drill plough) which has thiee poles for dropping 
gi-am The two extreme holes in the tipan (drill 
plough) are closed, and the seed is dropped into 
the Sirrow thiough the remaining third bole in 
the middle The quantity of seed required is i 
about 14 Ib per acre In four or five daj s after 
sowing they shoot up During the early growth 
of the plants, the ground is kept clean from all 
weeds. When they grow to the height of about 
4 inches, they arc required to he thinned, so as to 
be four or five inches apart from one another The 
eSeefc of this is that they are exposed more freely 


to light, beat and nir, which promote a fuller 
development and vigour of the plank When the 
plants attain the height of nhont one mbit, the 
male plants, which hear onlv seed, arc extirpated, 
leaving onlj female plmts to grow It is not 
done by ever) cultivator, ns it requires a great 
deal of insiglit to distinguicli between the male 
and female plants. The well-initiatcd nlone do 
tins work This process continues weskij till all 
the male plants dwappenred from the ground 
Until (he crop has .attained a good height, the 
ground is required to ho kept free from all rank 
vegetation. Dunng the season of the ranid 
growth of the plants thoj noccs«arilj require 
moisture, nnd therefore when the rainfall is 
scant} in an} j car, the} are watered When full 
grown, the plants attain the height of from C to 
S foot 

10 Those who cultivate hemp for its narcotic 
prepcilics arc of tlie same class nS other agiioul* 
tunil cultivators. They do not form a special 
class 

11 No, never 

12 Not known 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant is carried 
on onl} in two tiluLas of the btate, as mentioned 
m answer No 7 Tlio above villages have taken 
to hemp cultivation on seeing the villagers of 
Lcngie, a village in the Khannpur taluka of the 
Satarn Collectomtc, known for extensive cultiva- 
tion of this plant, derive hi go profits tlioicfronl 

The hemp plant is grown chiefly on high lands 
The plant seems to floiirisli best in warm climato 
and black soil Bamfall must bo moderate, fn 
the Shaliapur taluka of this State the cultivation 
of hemp would ho in my opinion on impossibihtj 
on account of oxcessive ram, red 6oil> and humi- 
dity m climate 

14 In tins Slate gnnja is produced from the 
hemp plant in the following six villages to the 
following extent — 


Talula Iliraj-Frant 


Village 

Tield in Khandis • 

(1) Andhah 

• • • 

25 

|2) Bambavradi 


2 

(3) Dndhondt 

• « 


(4) Sirgaon 

Talula Xuch 

4 

(5) Manjardi 

t • 

6 

(6) Gonrgaon 

• 

5 


Totau 

44 

« 80 tolas— 1 Bocr 
tbaadi 

13 Beers— 1 mannd, 

20 mannds— 1 
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15 In this State only ganja is prepared from 
the hemp plant. It is prepared m the following 
manner — ■ 

The hemp plants hear flowers in five months 
When the flowers are fully developed, they be- 
come brown, and are then plucked by hand from 
the plants, and are piled and diied on an open 
raised ground They are then pressed and 
trampled under foot for thiee or four days When 
they become dry, they aie winnowed, and the sub- 
stance which remains aftei winnowing is called 
gan3a 

Ganja is used in this State chiefly for the 
purpose of smoking It is occasionally eaten 
with meat or sweetmeats and diunk iii milk or 
water after being well pounded The yield of 
ganja pei acre is about one khaudi The cost 
of producing one khandi of ganja is about Rs 30 — 
85, and it is sold at about Rs 50 — 55 per khandi 

16 Not known 

17 Ganja is prepared in this State by any 
agricultural cultivator The preparation is not 
restricted to any particulai class of people 

18 Ganja deteiiorales by keeping It keeps 
good with oidinary care for one year Then it 
begins to loose its narcotic propeities by degiees, 
and after three years it becomes quite useless 

19 Ganja is generally smoked thioughout the 
State, and on rare occasions eaten with meat or 
sweetmeats and diunk in milk or water after 
being well pounded, in the talukas of Miraj-Piant 
and Shahapur. It is also administered to animals, 

' by way of medicine 

20 Ganja-smoking is not confined to any 
particular class of persons However, people of 
the lower classes, especially the class of mendicants 
called gosams and baiiagis and fakirs, are general* 
ly known to indulge fieely in this kind of drug, 
which serves them as a stimulant 

The total population of the State is 238,945 
souls Of these about 5,000 or nearly 3 per cent 
smoke ganja. Ginja smokers are distiibuted m 
tbe SIX different talukas of the State as given 
below — 


Miraj-Prant 

. . 700 

Kuehi 

. . 200 

Mangalwedh 

400 

Terdal 

. 300 

Shahapui 

. . 3,000 

Sherhatti , 

. 400 


5,000 


21 So far as this State is concerned, flat ganja 
is generally piefeued for smoking 

22 to 24 Not known. ' 

25 The use of ganja, which is the only hemp 
drug consumed in the State, is neither on the 
increase nor on the deciease 

26 The proportion of the ganja consumers 
IS as given below — 

(a) 8,750 or 75 percent 
(4) 500 01 10 ditto 
(c) 500 or 10 ditto 
(if) 250 or 5 ditto 

5,000 

27 Habitual as well as occasional excessive 
consumers are generally found trom among the 
classes, of mendicants .called gosams, bairagis, and 
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fakirs Moderate consumers, habitual as well as 
occasional, are taken trom all tbe classes of 
population, especially tbe lower classes Men of 
small means, who have to work hard for then 
maintenance, generally take to the habit of ganja- 
smoLmg 

28 The average quantity of ganja which a habi- 
tunl moderate consumer requires per diem is 
about two tolas, and its cost is about tlnee pies 
A habitual excessive consumer requires more than 
triple that quantity, 

29 The ordinary ingredient that is mixed with 
ganja for smdking is tobacco The ganja smo- 
kers say that tobacco adds to the odour and taste 
of g inja Sometimes aromatic spices are added 
to the admixture The following ingredients, 
tuc , opium, bachanaga {Glorto^a superba), dha- 
tura (thorn apple), and Lachala (strychnia) are 
mixed with ganja to give it greater intoxicating 
pioperties The admixture thus formed is called 
panch-rangi (consisting of five narcotics) ganja 

No , I do not know of any preparation such as 
bhang massala 

SO Ganja is smoked in this part of the countiy 
generally in company It is mainly confined to 
the male sex It is generally the period of man- 
hood when one gets addicted to the habit of smok- 
ing ganja. Children are never seen to smoke 
ganja 

81 The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
and when once formed it is difficult to break off 
Ganja-smoking has a tendency foi the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive 

32, Theie is no custom, religious or social, lu 
regard to the consumption of ganja Its use is 
neithei socially noi religiously piohibited 

33, Society looks upon ganja-smoking with con- 
tempt, as it produces evil effects on body and mind 
in old age, and decline of health Besides, indul- 
gence in every kind of intoxicating drugs is regaid- 
ed as a vice I have no knowledge of any custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on any occasion 
by any sects of tbe people 

34 It would be a serious privation to habitual 
smokers of ganja to forego the consumption, as it 
IB a very difficult thing to break off the habit once 
formed Besides there is no cheaper drug which 
can as a stimulant be substituted for ganja People 
who have to toil hard must have some narcotic 
drug to keep then spirits up. These men will 
keenly feel the want of ganja 

35 I do not think that it is feasible to prohibit 
the use of ganja unless its cultivation is wholly 
stopped like poppy It would lead to discontent 
among a class of desperate men, such as bairagis, 
gosams, and other v.agrant mendicants, who have 
no property to lose in the event of a not or even 
a more serious disturbance But no political 
dangei need be apprehended from it The pio- 
hibition will be followed by having recourse to 
other stimulant drugs, not necessarily to alcoholic 
stimulants, as they are dearei than the formei 

36 I see no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being to any extent substituted for ganja smok- 
ing. 

37 and 38 Not known 

39. The drinking or eating of ganja is less 
injunous to health than smoking, as the latter 
diiectly acts upon the brain, while the former 
selves as a nourishment 

40 In Sharangdhar and Yoga-ntnakar 
(treatises on native medicines) ganja (bhang) is 

« 2 
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pi scribed as one of the ingredients of fcbe medicine 
to be administered in cases of dj sentry and 
diarrhoea In Yoga ratnaW an oil picpaiedfiom 
bhang with some othei things is pi escribed foi 
nliite leprosy Bhang smoking is also picscnbed 
against poisons of fish and scorpions Ganja is 
also administered to animals by wny of racaicinc 

41 When used in small quantities, ganja acts 
as a stimulant, and sometimes invigorates and 
refreshes body and mind It also quickens digis- 
tiou, and acts as febiifuge or preventive of disease 
in malaiious and unhealthy tracts Most of the 
go'ains, bairagis, and fakirs use ganja as a febrifuge 
orpreaentiveof disease in malanoiis and unliealfliy 
ti acts, and as a drug to give staying pou or under 
severe exertion or exposure or to alleviate fatigue 
The moderate babiliial use of ganja brings on these 
benehcnl effects 

43 Tlie modeiato use is not only harmless, but 
positively boncfioial 

43 Yes , moderate ganja smokers are inoffonsitc 
to then neighbours 

44 The moderate use of ganja pioduccs tbo 
following immediate cfiects on tbo habitual con- 
sumer — It refreshes him It excites his hunger 
It cieatcs appetite The effects last for an hour 
or so after smoking It does not produce intoxi- 
cation Y'’es, the uant of subsequent gratification 
produces uneasiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of ganja, if accom- 
panied by good nourishment, does not produce any 
of the noxious efibots mentioned in this question 
However, in old age and decline of health nil these 
effects are produced It does not impair the moral 
sense or induce laziness or habits of immorality 
or debauchery It does not deaden the mteliect or 
produce insanity On the contrary, it is said tint 
It shaipens the intellect 

46 Habitual excessive use of ganja produces 
all the noxious effects mentioned m question 


No 45 The insanity produced, however, is 
terapoiary, and may disappear ulien the use is 
stopped But the sy mptoras m ly again be 
leincluced by use of the drug after liberation from 
restraint Insanes from ganja-smoking confess 
to the use of the drug 

47 and 48 The habitual moderate use of 
ganja does not appear to be a hereditary Inhit or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumers 

49 and 50 No, 

51 Most of the persons of bad character arc 
habitual moderate smokers of ganja However, 
all ganja smokers are not necessarily persons of 
bad chiiraclor The moderate use of this drug 
has no connection with crime m general or with 
crinio of any special character, except that this 
drug 18 often used by the criminals to forbfy 
themselves to commit crimes cspecia'ly perpetrated 
in day times 

52 The same as above, except that in fortify mg 
thcmscUes to commit crimes, criminals never 
resort to excessive use of ganja 

53 Not necessarily I am not aware of any 
case in which the excessive jndiilgence in ganja 
smoking has led to temporary homicidal frenzy 

64 Yes , they arc so used eometimcs 

55 Yes , occasionally Complete stnpefaction 
can be induced by smoking ganja without 
admixture 

66 The admixture of ganja with dliatiira 
(thorn apple) makes the ganja more intoxicant 
for personal consumption ns well ns for ndroinis* 
tration to others The use of this admixture in 
moderation ns well as in excess is injurious to all 
physically and inontally It impairs the constitu- 
tion and injuics the digestion , causes dycenten, 
bronchitis and astlima, and deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity 


47, Evidence of Dadabhai Bubjorjee Gezbeb, Earsi, District Ahlai i In- 

speefor, Ahmednagar 


I After my transfer to the Ahmednagar dis- 
tnet in the month of May 1390, 1 began to know 
of the cultivation of ganja After a lap'O of time 
I tried to make myself fully acquainted with the 
cultivation thereof On receipt of Government 
Resolutions (Revenue Department) Nos 5139 
and 6601, dated respectively the 14th July and 
1 1th September 1898, I began to collect the in- 
formation in detail about [the same Before my' 
transfer to tins distiiet 1 had no knowledge le- 
garding the cultivation of ganja 

3 In this distiict “ siddhi ” “ subji, ” or 
“ patti, ” are not known The product known is 
that of hemp plant, otherwise called ganja, bhang, 
and charas Flat ganja is simply known m this 
district It is obtained from the dried heads 
or tops of the hemp plant trodden Charas is a 
sticky or gummy substance which sticks to the 
hands of the persons while plucking the heads of 
the hemp plant This substance is taken off by 
lubbing the palms, which is called “charas ■” 
Bhang 18 the powder-like substance that remains 
at the bottom of the ganja collected This is 
called bhang But in tact this is not a genuine 
one The genuine one is cultivated in two 
talukas of this district for the requirement of the 
seeds, and the remaining leaves after being 


separated and dashed against forms the genmne 
bhang The definitions of “ charas ■“ and 
“ganja” given in this query may safely be 
accepted for this province, except that round 
ganja is unknown to this province Each of 
these products is locally known by the respective 
name given to each of them as above in the 
query 

3 From tlio information collected by me, I 
Icain of no instance of the spontaneous growth of 
the hemp plant anywhere in the Ahmednagar 
district 

4 It IS simply known by one name only, 
namely, ganja 

5 I do not know that any special conditions 
of climate, soil, lainfall, elevation above sea level, 
etc, are nece=sary for the growth of the wild 
hemp The wild hemp, the oiiltn'afors say, does 
not grow in this district In the disfnet of Ah- 
mediiagar the male plants (otherwise called 
bhangoda) are called wild plants by some of the 
cultivators, and they aie lemoved from the fields 
if grown along with female plants For they 
convert the whole crop of ganja to useless seed- 
producing plants The information asked for in 
this question is not forthcoming, as the growth 
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of tlio wild planfc does not take place in tins 
district 

6 As tlic wild hemp plant is hardly scat- 
tered in almost the wliole of this distiict, I am 
unable to give any definite ansner as to whethei 
its giowth IS either dense oi scattered, 

7 Tlieieis cultnation of the hemp plant in the 
district of Ahmednagar — 

(a) For piodnction of ganja, yes 
(i) Foi production of chans, no (please see 
answer to questions Nos 20 and 87) 
(c) For use as bhang, yes 

((f) For its fibie or seed — Simply for seeds, 
and not for fibres 

As the figures of the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the current year, us , 1898-94, aic not 
at present readj, those for the preiious one aie 
given here 

Ihe cultivation of the hemp plant in this 
province is given for each taluka in the following 
table for the j ear 1892-93 — 


No 

Name of taluVa i 

Auea, 

1892-93 

Acre® 

Gnattas 

1 

j 

Nagar , 

377 

31 

o 

Panicr ! 



3 

Slirigonda I 



4. 

Karjiit ] 

20 

21 

6 

JamUiod 



6 

Slicogaon 

17 

7 

7 

Nowosa 

62 

4 

8 

Rahun 

89 

26J 

9 

Kopargaon , . 

10 


10 

Sancamnet 

6 


11 

Akola . 




Totai, 

3S2 

145 


8 As compared with the area foimerly under 
cultiv ation of the hemp plant for tbo last five 
j ears in this district, it would be seen that there is 
an increase in the area under cultivation of tho 
hemp plant, with the e'^ception of the last year, 
which is mainly attributable to excessive rainfall 

9 Bagayet and black soil well manured is re- 
quired for the cultivation of the hemp plant It 
is required to he ploughed twice or thrice in ordei 
to make the soil loom and soft Then tlie manure, 
which chiefly consists of straw, and all sorts of 
refuse, is spread over the plot of ground so pre- 
pared 'When the monsoon sets in, the seed of 
ganja is sown in the beginning of June It is 
gown exactly like lowan The seed is sown in 
rows, leaving a distance of a foot and a half 
between them 

It takes a period of five months for its full 
growth, during wliieh time the grass is lequired 
to be W’eeded out twice or thrice, as is found 
necessary, for the nourishment of the hemp 
plant When the plants begin to blossom, ex- 
perts are employed to eradicate the seed-pioduc- 
iiig plants which, if allowed to remain, will con- 
vertthe whole crop to useless seed-piodueing plants 
cilled " bhangora, ’’ te, male plants At the 
beginning of November, the dried heads of the 
hemp plants arc cut and collected on a thresh- 
ing floor, they undeigo the opeiation of being 
trodden and are then dned in the sun The pio- 
C( ss 18 repeated successiv^ely for three or four days 
Thereupon the whole stuff is winnowed, and is 
called ganja, and the powdei-Iike substance that 


remaiDB at the bottom is called bhang or chur, 
but it IS not the genuine bhang 

30 The peisons who cultivate hemp for its nai- 
cotic properties do not form a special class They 
are of the same classes as othei agiiculturists 

11. The plants cultivated foi the pi eduction of 
ganp ire never laised from the seed of the wild 
hemp , but the seeds leqiuied for the cultivation 
of ganja are quite diffeient 

12 The wild hemp is nowheie specially culti- 
vated for the production of gaii]a m this district. 
As there is no such cultivation peiceptible, I am 
unable to give the names of the districts or tracts 
in w’hich this occuis, as well as the extent to 
which the practice exists I am unable to say 
anything as to whether the male plant is extir- 
pated in such eases or not 

18 The cultivation of the hemp plant foi 
ganja is not restricted in the distiict of Ahmed- 
iiagar Although it is not lestiicted in this 
district, yet the cultivation of it is not common 
to the whole of this distiict, because it requires 
soil of the black and best quality, and moderate 
rainfall is needed The conditions of climate, 
soil, ininfall, elevation above sea level, etc., aie 
essentially necessary for its production In the 
tnlnkas of Jamkhed and Akola of this district the 
cultivation of the hemp plant is impossible owing 
to the hilly nature of these talukas, because the 
hemp plant being a deep-rooted plant, its roots 
cannot sufficiently find their way underneath the 
gionnd Owing to this defect in the soil, its 
cultivation becomes impossible In the Akola 
taluka, where the rainfall is generally heavy, the 
cultivation of the hemp plant does not at all take 
place 

14 The following products of the hemp plant 
naniel) — 

(fl) ganja, 

(6) charas, 

(c) bhang, 

are prepared in this district 

(fl) Ganja is prepared in the talukas of Nagar, 
Newasa, Itahuri, Sheogaon, Karjat, Kopaigaon, 
Shtigonda, Pnrner, and Sangamner Its extent 
during the jeai 1892 93 was 882 acres 

15 The wild plant is not cultivated in this 
distiict, nor anything of it is used if found anj- 
whero Foi eating and smoking ganja the flower 
tops are used, and it has been described elsewhere 
in answer to question No. 9 What all is neces- 
sarj' IS to get the trees to yield tho flower tops 
For drinking onlj the leaves of tho plant are used, 
which aie called bhang, and what bhang is, and 
how it IS prepared, is given in answer to question 
No 2 Theie is, besides the above, no other 
distinction in sowing the hemp plant for the pre- 
paration of the several drugs 

16 Bhang is not prepared generally by people 
in then houses It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever giown As the wild plant does 
not grow in this district, its pieparations cannot 
he ascertained 

17 Ganja, charas, and bhang are piepared bj 
cultivators, majum, yakuti, shiikhand, fakki, and 
galkand by gandbis — that is, by those dealing 
in native perfumes 

18 Ganja, bhang, and charas deteriorate by 
keeping more than a 3 ear, They quite lose their 
intoxicating effect after a period of two yeara 
If special care be taken, they can remain in good 
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condition for nboiifc two years The causes of 
their deterioration are numerous, but the people 
of this province aie unable to asceitain the exact 
ones The chief cause I can best understand is 
the bad aiiaugement of their packing in gunny 
bags, which does not perfectly piotect them from 
the destructive agencies of then narcotic propeity, 
VIZ, beat, light, and ram In order to prevent 
deterioration, they should be kept in tin or wood 
boxe=, and should, as far as possible, be kept apart 
fiom the destructive agencies cited above The 
othei pxecaution to be taken is that in trans- 
mission they should not be allowed to break 
into chur, which becomes less effective 

19 Ganja mixed with tobacco is used for smok- 
ing as well as for medicinal purposes, while charas 
mixed with gudakhu (a substance piepared by 
mixing tobacco with ]agri) is only used foi 
smoking Ganja, bhang oi ghota, and bo]ialso 
are used foi dunking put poses The above pie- 
paiations except bo]a are generally used in the 
citj of Nagar and laige populous pi ices in the 
district of Ahmednagar Boja is only prepared 
and consumed in the Shol ipnr distiiof 

20 As cbaias is pioduced m a compaiatively 

small pioportion, veiy few people can piocure it 
foi smoking Among peisons who get opportu- 
nities to be present at the time of ganja being 
baive«ted, those who are given to ganja smoking 
generally try to secure it, and owing to its small 
production it is never brought to maiket for sale 
G inja-smoking is not generally restricted to any 
partioulai class of people, but it is used by a great 
number of fakirs, bairagm, gosains, and other 
beggais I 

21 The flat kind of ganja is only known and j 

used in this distiict , therefore it is not possible to 
giveany particulais of the other kinds j 

22 Native charas is used in this district, as j 
stated in questions No 20 and 87, to the extent j 
andintbefoim secured as explained in the said 
question Owing to the insignificant quantity 
consumed in this district, no foreign cliaias is- 
imported, and theiefoie no particulars regarding 
it can be given 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking, but it is 
used foi dunking in the form of ghota, which is 
generally taken to a moderate extent by the 
bairagis, sadhus, fakirs, and marwadis, the object 
being to cool their biams in the hot weather in this 
district 

24 Use of majnm is generally made by people 
who are debauched If compiiison be made as 
regards the users of it in the city of Nagar, it 
will be found m the proportion of one or two 
peisons to every one bundled of its population 

( Yaknti, gulkand, and shrikhand are used by rich 
persons on account of then sweet scent, and because 
of then partial intoxicating quality, Fakki is 
used by mendicants and bairagis, etc , who cannot 
affoid to spend money These persons indulge in 
this, because they aie prohibited from using 
alcohol o’l account of religious lestiictions, 

25 The use of ganja, chaias, and bhang is 
generilly on the decrease amongst the higher 
classes on account of tlieir advance in civilization. 
But in the lowei classes the use of them is on 
the inciease, because they are cheaper as compaied 
with other intoicants, being at the same time 
less harmless to health 

20 (a) The proportion of the moderate habi- 

tual crnsumeis is 2 per cent. 


(S) The proportion of habitual excessive con- 
sumeis IS 2 per cent 

(c) The proportion of occasional moderate 
consumers is 1 pei cent 

{d) The proportion of occasional excessive 
consumers is 1 pei cent 

27 I’he Parsis and Christians do not use 
any of the above drugs at all, the principal class 
IS that of mai wadis, laboiueis, fakiis and bairagis, 
who particularly indulge in them The habit 
of drinking or smoking is generally obtained by 
keeping company with the persons who indulge 
m any ot these drugs The reason why thelabourers 
U'-e any of these drugs is that they foiget for a 
while their fatigues, and otlieis use it for the 
sake of pleasuie. 

28 The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs pei diem to (a) habitual moderate 
consumeisis j of an anna of the weight of f tola 
of ganja 

(J) Habitual excessive consumers, f of an anna 
01 nine pies woith of ganja, which weighs 
l-i tolas 

29 When cither ganja or charas is used for 
smoking, one-fourth quantity ot tobicco or 
gudakhu IS mixed with three-fourths quantity of 
either ot the drugs to enable the ganja or charas 
to bum soon, especially the formei, which is not 

i used without being well washed, and while m a 
I wet state Different elas=es of consumers are 
not known to mix any othei ingredients All 
classes of people generally mix the same kinds 
of ingredients, viz , tobacco Dhatura is a most 
injurious and haimfuldrug, it is nevei nsed by 
consumers except when much intoxication is 
required by them, and even on this occasion they 
first mix it with ganja or charas before using 
it, t e , it IS not smoked m its original form 
It is generally used by criminals to cairy out 
their designs sooner without fear ot detection 
The use of the admixture is simply “to effect 
intoxication, in absence of which no intoxicating 
effect can be bad 

I am not aware of any prepaiation such as 
bhang-massala, as it is unlcnown iii this distiict 
But bhang is mixed witli milk, almonds, sugar- 
candy, ginger, cal damoms, and poppy seeds by the 
rich The poor u=e bhang with jagri The 
object of mixing bhang with othei ingredients 
IS simply to give a kind of , relish to the bhang 
drink 

Besides the above, majura, yakufi, shiiLhand, 
gulkand, and fakki aie also piepaied fiom ganja 
I am also infoimed that there is such a pi epara- 
ation as boja, of which theie is a legular Govern- 
ment farm in the Sholapui district of the 
Bombay presidency The mixture consists of 
the ingiedients as per lecipe attached 

The preparation of boja is as follows — Jawari 
IS roughly ground and boiled It is then dried 
in the an It is then mixed with the following 
articles, Foi (4) paihes of jawari boja— '22 tolas 
kosht-kolanjan, 21B of bhang, 6 tolas of dawua, 
20 tolas of jawari offshcots, 5 tolas of marwa, 
5 tolas of knobla, and the whole is put into a pot 
Having kept this in this mannei, it is called on 
the next day " boja ” m the Sholapur district 
Tliiity seers of boja lequires 15 seers of water, and 
after filtering the same through the cloth it 
becomes fit for dnnking 

80 The consumption of these drugs is prac- 
tised in solitude by the higher and iieh olasses 
to the extent of 1 per cent and in company by 
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tlife lower classes, as, for instance, labourers, 
bairagis, sadlius, fakirs, cte, to the extent of 
6 pci cent Jt is mainly confined to the inale 
sex It IS not usual foi children to consume an} 
of these dni{rs, but as mpdieine it is sometimes 
gi\en to them in particular diseases 

31 The habit of consuming aiij of those drugs 
IB not easih formed It is termed bj'- company 
of peiBons vrho are solelj guento these drugs 
It IS not aery difficult to bicak o2to the moderate 
users of it, and it has a tendency for the moderate 
habit to de\tlop into the exce'siye But the 
esees«n e cannot break off the Inbit 

82 The consumption of any of these drugs is 
regarded as religious b) nscctics and bairigis, 
wlio sar Hint bj tlie use of any of these drugs 
their solo itlention is devoted to the Almighty . 
Some of the uorsnippeis of the god Shiva legard 
the use of these diugs in a high sense The use 
of these dings in connection with such custom is 
regarded as essential, simply because it is bene 
ficial to health when fonlpoiatelv used. No doubt 
it leads to the foimation of the habit, and is not 
injuiious if properly used The social position 
of a man addicted to the use of these dnigs is 
not much lou ered m the O) cs of his co-religionists 
ns that of a m in given to alcohol 1 am not 
aware of any other, cither social or religious 
custom' in regard to the con'umption of these 
drugs, with the exception of the one mentioned 
hr me above, ns regards the libng of it by the 
god Shiva 

33. The consumption of each of these drugs le 
generally regarded as a low thing, but morally 
Mewed the use IS not condemned Persons using 
these drug-, are not held irreligious The use of 
BiiSoking is generally m disrepute The disrepute 
is nttnbutablo to its intoxicating influence under 
which the user of it some time remains There 
is not a custom of worshipping the hemp plant In 
this distrjct on any occasion by ixny sects of the 
people Before the hemp plant is harvested, it 
is worshipped like other agncuUurnl produce by 
the cultivators of it The object in so doing is 
nothing but to seek the assistance of the agricul 
lunl goddess m procuring eligible sale pioceeds 
of the gunja 

Gd- It would he a serious hardship to the j 
consumers of those dings, if their consumption 
be stopped As these drugs heguilo the tedious- 
lie's 01 fatigue of their labour and can he obtain- 
ed at a cheap rate, and as tlioj have in them a 
quality of making a man forget for a while all 
worldly cares and anxieties, tliej are chiefly 
used by labouring classes The prohibition of its 
use would not be liked by 76 pei cent, of the j 
consumers 

35 It would not ho feasible to prohibit the use i 
of any of these drugs The ding would be con- 
sumed illicitly. If the eulliv ttion iif the hemp 
plant be totally discontinned, the prohibition 
can he easily enforced, hut theichy the agncul- 
turists would suffer much, because the cultivation 
of ganja improves the quality of the soil The 
prohibition of any of these drugs would un 
4oubtedly occasion a serious discontent amongst 
the consumers generally Such discontent, in 
my opinion, would not amount to a political 
danger The prohibition would be followed by 
recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs, 
which will depend upon the means of the cop- 
sumer , but it is a work of time, because the 
native drugs to which they are easily accustomed 
can be had at a smaller price than any alcoholic 
stimulants 


36 It cannot he stated that alcohol is now 
henig substituted foi any of these drugs It 
ebnfly depends upon the choice of the people 
u'lng them Some people use alcohol and some 
these diugs, hut foi these diugs alcohol is not 
preferred, as the latter is more expensive than 
the former, and is legaided iireligious by paiti- 
cular classes of people 

37 Clnras Ins more intbxicating effect than 
gnnja, being the essence of the plant It is 
used in smokmg simply by adding gudakhu, 
while ganja is first perfectly cleaned and washed 
with wntei, and by mixing gudakhu to the so- 
elcaned ganja it is used for smoking The latter 
IS easih pioeurnhle at the shops, but the former 
cannot be had in shops, but it is used by culti- 
vators while harvesting 

38 Round ganja is not prcpaied in this district 
Flat ganja has moie intoxicating effect on con- , 
snmciB than chui Cbm is nothing but a powder- 
like substance that remains at the bottom^ of the 
ganja prepared and collected Cliui is sometimes 
used foi smoking, while ganja is used for various 
piepaialioiis 

39 The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is moie lujunous than dunking or 
eating the same or any other Jiroparation, because 
the excessive use in smoking is hurtful It 
affects tbp lungs and chest, produces cough and 
excessive heat in the body, and dnes up blood 
in the sj stem While in drinking and eating 
it has a beneficial effect on the constitution, in 
asiouch as it cools the sjstero, and it is consumed 

! even by more advanced classes m the hot season 

40 Native doctors prescribe the use of these 
drugs for medicinal qualities on most diseases 
Thej are also used in the treatment of cattle and 
all kinds of animal diseases It is given to cattle 
and horses to eneounge their eating moie Being 
under the influence of it, they go on chewing 
their food aud run faster 

4-1, Tlie moderate use of ganja, bhang, oi 
clinrns IS beneficial in its effects 

(o) It has a digestive power 

(6) It gives staj mg power undei severe exer- 
tion and alleviates fatigue 

(c) It destrojs the had effeots lesultmg from 
bad water m malanous and unhealthy tiacts 

The tendency of the people in using the dr^g 
is mainly to secure the effects stated above The 
refeiencD is applicable to the moderate habitual 
users as well as to the moderate occasional users, 
hut in the case of the latter the effects are prompt 
and quick, 

42 The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
and IS beneficial, because it has got the quality ot 
oxciting appetite and a digestive power It has 
an astnngent taste, and g’Ves lefreshmg sleep in 
order to enable the user of it to overcome the 
effects of fatigtio, 

43 Hie modelate conCijmers are inoffensive to 
llieir neighbours, because when the diug is taken, 
it stupefies the user of it for two oi thiee hours 
at least , and while under jts influence he is un- 

, able to do any harm to his neighbours 

44 Habitual consumers do not get any intoxi- 
cating effect bj a modeiate use ot any of the'e 
drngs It IS refreshing in a less degree It does 
not produce mtoxicatioil at all It does not allay 
hunger, but excites it It cieates appetite The 
efiect lasts for a few hours As to after effects 
theie are piaotically none. The want of subse- 
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quent gntification produces longing nnd un- 
easiness 

45 The habitual moderate use o£ any of these 
drugs does not pioduce any noxious effects, ph} sioal, 
mental, oi moral It impairs the constitution in 
some way if substantial food bo not taken It does 
not injure digestion or cause loss of appetite, but 
it creates appeiite It arrests dj sentcry, but causes 
bionchitis or asthma if used in excess in smok- 
ing in the abstnoo of anj substantial food It 
im'jiairs the moral sense and does not induce lazi- 
ness or habits of immorality or debauchery It 
does not deaden the intellect or produce insanity 
to the habitual modeiate users It does not produce 
iDsanitj The persons suffering from mental 
anxiety oi brain disease obtain relief from tbo 
modeiate use ot these diugs As to the latter 
portion of this querj, I am not in a position to 
answer it bettei than a medical person No 
furthei account under each of the above points 
can be given by mt, being unacquainted with any 
of its mtdicuial effects 

46 An excessive consumer of any of those drugs 
would suffer severely The oNCCsswe use of these 
drugs IS likewise considered to stupefy the intel- 
lect and produce insanity I am unable to say 
anything about the time for which the stupefac- 
tion or insanity continues 

47 The habitual modorato use of any of these 
drugs does not appeal to be a hereditary habit or 
to affect in any way tbo children of the moderate 
consumci 

48 Please see answer to the preceding question 
{«c,No 47) 

49 The moderate u'O of these drugs is practised 
as an aphrodisiac It is not generally used by 
prostitutes It is not more injurious than auj 
ordinaiy narcotic It tends to produce impotence 
if it is used in excess 

50 The oxeessiie use of any of these drugs 
can never be practised as an aphrodisiac Prosti- 
tutes never use, it in excess It is certainly 
raoie haimful than its use as an ordinary narcotic 
Excessive use pioduoes impotence 

51 Habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs are never as a mlo men of bad charac- 
ter The use of these drugs has no tendency to- 
wards the committal of crime, and therefore it 
has no connection with crime 

52 As stated in the above question, the mode- 
iate use of any of these drugs has no connection 
with crime, and when theieis none by moderate 
use, there is naturally an entire absence in the case 
of excessive use, the use resulting, as elsewhere 
stated, of making the man harmless and useless 
for any but sedentary work 

53 Excessive indulgence in any of these drugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime at all 
I haie not seen oi heard anj instance in which it 
has led to temporaiy homicidal frenzy 

54 These drugs are not used bj criminals to 
fortitj’’ themselves to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or otlier crime m any way, the effects 
being, as staled elsewhere, to make a man useless 
foi any active woik 

55 Entne stupefaction cannot be effected by 
the simple use of these drugs 

It must be mixed with dhatura , and a crimi- 
nal generally, when he attempts any thing, makes 
suie of his victim, so he always makes it a point to 
administer the diug with dhatuia 1 liave not 


heard of a case in which bj simjile use complete 
stupefaction has ensued 

56 The effects of hemp used m modciation, 
modified by the admixture of other substances likt. 
spices, are not dangerous to the consumer himsolt or 
others But when mixed with dhatura or anj such 
had article — foi instance, the roots ot the jowan 
tree or canerj' — it results in making the consumer 
helpless, and would injure his health * The ad- 
mixture of dliatiiia foi personal consumption m 
taken on the Decision when complete stupefaction 
IS required bj oxccisuo consumers When it is 
used for administration to others, the effects 
geneially result in death 

57 Charas mixed with a little of gudakhu is 
simply used for smoking Its prodiic ion being 
Ecantj , its use is also limited The effects nnd 
uses of gan)a used in moderation, specially in eat- 
ing and drinking, bj admixtnio of some sweet spices 
arc good It produces sound sleep, increases appe 
tile, aioids djsentcrj, and is useful to the native 
dootore for medicinal purposes on various occasions 

58 As far as I am acquainted with the present 
sjhlem of excise adinimstration in this province, I 
am of opinion that it is woikiiig well I can 
humbly submit that the sjstem is cipahle of still 
further improvement — tu, firstlj , the rates of sate 
at which g mja oi bhang shall be sold by a licensed 
vendor should foi m one of the mam among other 
conditions of the sale license 

59 The price at which opium shall he sold per 
pound, as well as the quantity ot country liquorto 
be sold per gallon, if it is fixed by Government, the 
same case should bo made applicable us regards 

I bog further to suggc-t that the right of sale 
of ganja during the year should not be farmed for 
each tiluka seiaratcly, as is the custom at present 
prevailing m this district, but it should be treated 
in the same way ns the opium aud country liquor 
farms 

The who1e=nlo dealers in gnnjn should not, as at 
prc'cnt, bo allowed to keep m their custody the 
whole quantity of the gnnja thoy bny of the culti- 
vators, but It should remain in the custody of the 
Abkari Inspector AVhen the wholo-.aIe dealer 
shall obtain a written permit from the Huzur 
Deputy Collector for exporting ganja, he should 
bo required to remove the same after the Abkari 
Inspector lias given tiio requisite quantity out of 
the quantity deposited by him in a store house , 
nnd the whole quantity thus deposited should 
lemaiu m the possession of the wholesale dealer 
in a room locked under key, the lock of which 
should invariably he made to bear on it tlio seal of 
the Abkau Inspector, and the room should not he 
allowed to be opened or closed without the pre- 
sence of the Abkari Inspectoi himself, lilce the 
country liquor sy stem The wholesale dealei should 
foi this purpofeo prepare a book, and obtain Collec- 
toi’s seals thereon, which should contain every 
description of the quantity of the ganja received 
and removed from the stoie-house 

60 I think that the oiiltiv ation of the ganja- 
beariiig plant and the process of its pioparation 
are sufficiently controlled 

61 Charas, as stated elsewhere above, IS not pro 
duced for tinde in this district, noi is the planta- 
tion of the hemp plant made with this object If 
in future it was found that it is being piodueed 
for pui poses of tiade, perhaps then it may be 
necessary to make some piovision, but, all the 
same, it is nothing more than a little stiongec 
smoke than ganja 
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62 I tliink tliit the cultivation of the hemp 
plant for the piodnction of bhang is sufficiently 
controlled 

63 As regards the answei to this queiy, I heg 
to invite a leference to the answei given 63' me to 
question No 59 — vtde the lattei poition of it. 

64 I think that theie is no objection to the 

existing legulations governing the export and 
import of these drugs or of then piepaiatioiis ex- 
cept that the proposal made by roe m answei to 
query No, 59 should, if deemed fit, be adopted, by 
whieh I am humbly of opinion a gieatei check 
mil ceitainlv be exercised over the hemp plant 
than at present ' 

65 I am humbly of opinion that the taxation of 
(1) ganja, ^21 charas, and (3) bhang is certainly 
reisonable with reference (u) to each otliei, and (3) 
to alcoliolic or other intoxicants 'Ihe consumers 
of alcoholic and other intoxicants are far moie in 
numbei if compaied with those who use g'lnja 
and its various pieparations, they being cheaper 
than the above two intoxicants, viz , opium ind 
liquor, and less intoxicating in their efieets I 
think the taxation of these drugs is leasonable as 
compaied with other intoxicants It is the pool 
onh who use it, and if the duty is raised thereon 
the poor would notbe ihle to get any other cheaper 
m*'oxicaut as a substitute 


66 I am of opinion that there need not be diffei- 
ent rates of taxar uu foi difierent Linds of ganja, 
such as the flat 01 lound gaaja grown in different 
localities The present lates of taxation iie sufib- 
ciant for them I am unable to say anything 
about the broken ganja produced in Bengal 

67 I am of opinion that there is no objection 
to the piesent method of taxing ganja and bhang 
bemg continued 'The present sj stem is good and 
agreeable to the consumers 

63 Theie are no houses or shops licensed in tins 
district for consumption of any of these diugs on 
the premises, 

69 The wishes of the people are first consulted 
or considered by the Collectoi before permission is 
gianted, if deemed necessaiy, to open a shop in 
any locality For this pu pose, application beating 
the signatuies of the lesidents in a locality is sub 
mitted to the Collector, who sends it for enquiry 
and report to the taluka mamlatdar and Abkaii 
Inspector, who if report favouiaOly to the wishes 
of the people, pei mission is gi anted The local 
public opinion must necessarily be obtained in each 
case 

70. The production of the hemp plant being 
I abundant in this district, there is no impoitation 
1 or smuggling of hemp dings from Natiie States 


48 Eoldence o/Kha-N Sa-HIB Nasa.e,vanji Edalji Sexhna, Paisz, Allan Inspeotoi , 

Satai'a 


1 I am Abkan Inspector, and as sucb, in the 
execution of my duties, I have had oppoitnnities of 
obtaining information legarding hemp drugs 

2 The definition of the word ganja, as given in 
the question, is accepted for this distiict (Satira) 
But charas and bhang being not exactly what they 
are meant in the definitions, 1 dehne them sepa- 
rately as they aie known here 

Chains is the name applied to the lesmous 
exudation which, emanating from the ganja tops 
and the leaves and small buds at the time of har- 
vesting, sticks to the palm and fingers of the 
hands This exudation is then sciaped off the 
hands and turned into pills 

Bhang, otheiwise called gaida, is the powdered 
dust and leaves which are separated from the 
ganja, when it undergoes the process of winnow- 
ing, and also the powder produced by the handling 
of ganja subsequently 

Only one Lind of ganja is sold here, and that is 
flat ganja It is m inufactured by being trodden 
under foot, so that the flower tops assume a flat- 
tened shape Neither the round ganja nor the 
bioken ganja is known in this distiict 

3 I do not know of any districts in Guzeiat 01 
Deccan where the hemp plant grows spontaneous- 
ly It does not grow spontaneously in Kaira and 
Satara 

4 The wild plant is not known here 

5 As wild hemp does not giow here, the special 
conditions of dim ite, etc , are not known, 

6 As wild hemp does not grow here, I cannot 
say if the growth is dense or scattered 

7 Hemp plant is cultiiated for production of 
ganja in the Satara district About 300 acres of 
land were uuder cultivation during 1892-93 It 
IS not cultivated for production of charas or for 
use as bhang or foi its fibre or seeds. 
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8 I do not find ini consideiable increase or de* 
ciease 111 the area undei cultivation The amount 
of cultivation is almost in the same state in which 
it has been foi some time 

9 After the soil is manured and ploughed, the 
seed IS sown with the usual three dulled imple- 
ment, one dull of which is, however, used The 
seed used is the Ahmednagar seed, as the cultiva- 
tors piefei this to the Sataia seed, the crops ra.sed 
fiom the lattei seed being moie subject to blight 
than those laised flora the Ahmednagar seed 
The seed is sown in the month of Ashad (July- 
August), and it IS required at the rate of If to 2 
seers (capacity measure) per acre of land About 
a Week after the date of sowing young plants be- 
gin to show, and m the second week the cultivatoi 
lemoies sickly plants and those which are veiy 
close, one inch of space being allowed between any 
two plants By the end of three weeks the plants 
stand about a foot high, when the cultivatoi re- 
moves the weeds and clears the space between the 
lows About a month aftei the sowing the plants 
are about 18 inches high The plants aie then 
examined by an expert, who readily detects and 
lemoaes such plants is are likely to be aflTected by 
blight Eacli plant is examined once a week If 
the rainfall has been timely and sufficient, two 
moie waterings are necessary befoie the crop is 
ready foi harvesting Otbeiavise the crop is wa- 
tered three times, and so arianged that the last 
watenng takes place about 14 days before harvest- 
ing The crop is then harvested in the month of 
Kartick (November) 

10 Hemp cultivators, for its narcotic properties, 
do not form a special class They belong to the 
original agiicultuial class 

n No 

12 I am not aware of any districts in which 
the wild hemp is specially cultivated for the nro- 
duction ot ganja 

r 
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18 Iho cultivnlion of tlio licmp plant for gonjn 
IS not icstriottd in tins piosinro It 11 not, linu- 
c\ei common to oil tlistricts, llio eondilions heinfc 
neccssaij for ttic cnilttvolion G injo pKntt wotild 
not groiv in plncfs nlion’ llic rninfnll n'l'-hou) or 
tlic temperature low. The tultiv'ilion oi lump 
jilnnt for frail] i in illnliiiblcpliunr and oilier similor 
places would bo imiiossiblo 

14 {a) Gail] » alone is prepaied from llio licmp 
plant in the bit in district, about 310 acres of 
land being under cultivation for tlic purpose 

(i) Cbaris is not pn pared or told here 

(c) Bhang is not prepared here It is, ns de- 
fintd above, the powdered dust and b avot prodnio 1 
b] tlie b nulling of ganjn It is inostl] used ns 
manuie, and partly 111 somo prepamtiuiis tailed 
ghota and dudlii i 

15 {a) The inld plant is not 1 nown bero, and | 
so the several methods of preparations from tbo 
cultivated and the wild plniit ciiinot be distiii- , 
guislicd Ganja from the cultiv ited plant is pre- 
pared thus — 

The crop being read) for linrvi sling, the firft 
process IS to cut the tops of tlio plants, and then 
the hnds and sm"!! leaves Tlio tops of tin leaves 
and the hnds are then earned to a place propastd 
for the pnijio 0 , and nnangcd in heaps and ctposed 
to the sun to drj It is then trodden niider fool 
hj men M hen crushed it is turned over ind 
again exposed to tho sun, the proces-, of treading 
hemg repeated alwnt five times a dnj for four 
dii}s In tins wav the tops, tho leivcs and the 
buds hotomo a cohesive mass owing to the resin- 
ous matter contained tnerein Tho inorotho resin- 
ous mittei, the bettor is the qinlilj of gnnja 
The next process is that of winnowing, which re>- 
moves loose loaves and dust Tho guija thus 
fiiinll] propirtd IS m licav] green lumps showing 
}olIo\v (ihies, 

(//) In mv answer to fpiostion No 2, T have 
defined what chnras m No prepiration is m idt 
fiom it It IS not sold or toiisnmed h] (lie people 
in its original state), except hv some soliinrv 
hairagi or ascetic wlio happens to lie on the spot 
wlicio gaii] i IS prepared He obtains a pill or two 
of the scraped-off exudation front a cultivator at 
tho tune of harvesting 

(c) Bhang, ns defined above, is mixed and 
pounded with spices and sugar, and the prepnr.a- 
non IS called ghota Another preparation of hhnng 
is called diidhia, which is prepared b] mixing milk 
to ghota 

Ganja is principallj used in smobng It is al- 
so used in a prepaiiition called niassala, which con- 
tains, besides ganja, cerlam other ingredients 
This massala IS given to horses to cat when thtj 
are fatigued by long jouiiiejsor when thej are 
suffeang from cold Cliaras is used in snioking 
only Bhang is used 111 drinking oiilj 

16 1 have already stated above that bhang is 
nothing more than the powdered dust and loaves 
of ganj i It does not require any process for it-- 
preparation It is produced by a handling of tho 
gauja It IB as if it were that bhang and ganja 
go hand in hand The wild plant is not known 
here, and so I cannot say if ganja or chnras can ho 
"prepared from tho plant, wherev er grown - 

17 No propaiatioiis, if any, of tho three dings 
are sold hero Tho classes of people who prtpaie 
the preparations are the clnsscs who 11=0 them 
The picparations arc ghota and diidhia, and 
these aio prepared by persons fiom amongst 


tho ngricnllnral and labouring clasres, fai irr, bai- 
ragis, F idhus, etc 

18 Ganja and bhang delorionlr hv keeping 
Thej lose the effeel grnminllv Ginja los.(.it^ 
intoxicating propel tv bj half in tlu fi’cond je.irof 
its prodiif tioii, and in the third jeir its valtu ib 
one fourth of wlnt it w i« m the higiiining 
J'lmng Ib \aliitl(S'> almost m llu' IwfI jcir, it 
heing iistd as niinnic With all tlu citi. ga*'J* 

V ill dtUnoratc 

lt> Ganja ih prineipallj need for smo! mg It 
!•- nlhO used in preparing ina'-ih lor horns whtti 
tluj are fitigmd h> long jouriuji or v, hen thej 
aro Miff< ring from cold Cli iras is itiicd in smol 

lllg Olll) 

20 Char IS IF not a recogin cd drug of the dis- 
trict There is verj litilo iis of it \ stra) 

hairagi or fakir liippening to b on the spot wh w 
panji ih iniiniilactnrel might require it for smok- 
ing. So eh was cannot he rceognts, d n» one of the 
established drugs used 111 this dislrut I’crsons 
from Ainong-.t the ngnciiltnrwts, Ithonrrrs cart 
men, Inirngis, fakir*, gin an< {i>lack»niiths’, 
lanibolis (jian-sfllers), liagwans (fruiter, rs), altir 
(colour fetlerii), miner (liangadi prejranrs), mul- 
lahs (Mnliainnia Inn pru'ts), d rvislas (who rnal > 
a bhow of tigi rs and Inara), halinr ij 1 (actors in 
ihcafrr*,), cn-wanq (c»mtl driver*), mil jirr-aiis 
from nmongbt the class of peons, v !i ilur in 
Govo'ineut rervi''" or priv ite Sirvicw, sni -kc gmja 
The proportion of the pcajib Vilio unoke ganja is 
at the rail of alvuit ihicc to one hundred Ib'v 
Biiioke in their lionsis or jilacc-, of re 1 Juice 

21 Oiilj fiat pinja i-, U“cd in this diFtrntf, r 
smoking 

22 No chans, v licthc” native or foreign, ix 
cliieflj used in tins district It is nol importovl 

2d Bhang i*- not in al for smoking 
2j Bhang IS not eaten lint u rlnnik There 
nrevrrv few jvoplu who dnnl* bhang', and the v 
are from amongst the class of hatrans, sa,lhns, tr 
! fill irs 

2'> 'I he mo of ganja is nrutliiron the mceae ' 
nor dot r,'a5c I loni tlio figures of CJn«uinption, 
it iipjaearo that it is just nhoul whit it has brei 
for some time There is no ti e of clrras, and 
hhang is not much used 

26 Of the coiisiimerb of ganja there aro about 
80 pir cent who arc linhitnal mrderalo cniisii neri 
ami Ilium I 15 per cent h ibiinnt ixe,ssue consu- 
mers, nnd ahmit 5 per c nt who nrt oeiaeional 
oxoessivo consiiincrs ClmniB nnd hh mg ri-o con- 
sniiud in such small quantities 111 this district that 
they require na Bpocinl inculion 

27 Habitual oxecssuc ronsiiiners are mostlj 
from amongst the class of hmngis, padhiis and 
fnlirs, whilst the hihitual moderate consumers 
and occasional modi rate consumer!, are from 
nmoiigbt (ho claspcs mentioned in tlio answer to 
qiiefition No 20. 'lliero arc no jiarlionlar Inbits 
of life or circiimstniiccs which lead to the practice 
of coiisiiniiiig the drug 

28 The nvuago nllowanco of ganja and tho 
nvirnge cost poi diem toll ihilnal consumers is two 
tolas and six lues rc-spectivcly A huhilnal ex- 
cessive consumer requires on an avenge five tolis 
woitli of gaiiji, costing one anna nnd thico pics, 
inchiihng cost of tobacco 

29 In making raa'sala for liorFCs some ingie- 
dienlshavolo ho mixed with ganja, with chans 
no ingredients are mixed In making ghota, 
sugar and spices, such ns almonds, nutmeg, mace 
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atitl caidamom » p luixecl with biiang miiaug 
mtlk to ghotii dudhi I IS prtpued The spices art 
hot substantes, nid, -with a mow to give licit to 
the body, thej are mixed with bhang. 1 do not 
know jiiij thing about the piepar itioii called bhang 
niassal i 

80 A smoker of gaiija would prefer to smoke 
m companv if a smoLei friend oi two happen to 
he ueai bun If not, he will smoke iii soiiUidc 
Ghota and diidhia me drinl s which would mostly 
be eonstimed in compan} By piOMOus appoint- 
ment tlieie would be a companj of friends at u 
particular place, whcii the ghota oi dudliia would 
be prepared and diiink G iiija is geiicially smok- 
ed bt iieisons o\er the ige of twenty-fne up to 
iiij time in advanced life Similaily ghota and 
dtidbia nie drunk b\ males of like age Children 
do not consume an^ ol these dings 

31 A habit of cniisuming aii}’ of these dings is 
eisilv fo-med, and it is difiicult to breik it off 
There 18 a tendency ot the habit to doielop into 
the exccssn e 

32 Tlirre arc no customs, sociil or religious, m 
regard to the consumption of an) of these diugs 

33 The consumption and use of all oi anj of 
these drugs is regarded with contempt and dis- 
repute by the public People hold tins opinion, 
I think, on account of the bad effects the drugs 
possess o\ PI the consumers None of the people 
worship (he hemp phut 

31 In mj opinion it would not be ascrioiie 
prnation to any class of consumers to forego the 
consumption ot the drug ibej use, because there 
ate instances of men who used to smoke gan 3 a 
before, but who have since left off smoking 
.35 It would bo feasible to piolnbit the use of 
the three drugs and their preparations - The pro- 
hibihon must extend to Iv'ative States also, tint 
there niaj not be any chance of the diugs being 
smuggled and used in this district Por the pro 
hibition to be enforced cither that the cnltiv ation 
of the gani i plant should stop altogellicr, or that 
heaw duties should be levied immediately the 
ganja is mannfneturcd The probihilion would 
not cause auj souous di'-coulcnt amongst the 
consumers It would hot cause auj political 
dangci Tiie prohibition would not be followed 
by recour-c to alcoholic st raulants or other diugs 

36 I do not think that alcohol is now being to 
any extent substituted for anj of the three drugs 

37 As charas sntoking is so very rare in this 

district, the difference between the effects of ganja 
and char is smoking cannot bo stated 1 

38 Only flat gmja is known in this district 
So the difference in the effects between it and the 
round and chur ganja cannot be stated 

39, I cannot answer this question, 

40 Ganjii is u'^ed in miking a masrala for 
horses 

41 and 42 I cannot answer these questions 

43 Moderate consumirs of ganja and bhang 
are inoffonsiv e to their neighbours 

44 The immediate effect of modbrate ganj.i 
smol lug on tlio habitual smoker is that it is re- 
freduii"' It prodnnes intoxication and creates 
appetite The effect lasts for about an hour, and 
aftei that time there is a depression of mind 
The want of subsequent smoking produces un- 
e ibincss 

45 and 4G I cannot answer these 

47 The habitual moderate use of ganja docs 
not appeal to be a heieditary bahit. It does not 
vol vn 


affect 111 aov wa}' the children of the moderate 
coiisumei 

48 I cannot answer tins 

49 Moderate ganja smoking does not pioduce 
any desiie foi sexual inteioonise Piostitutes 
smoke gaiija , but I do not know whethei they do 
so as an aphiodisinc The u«e of ganja tends to 
pioduce impotence Gliota and dudhia aie used 
in Guzer it by males as an aphiodisiac 

60 to 53 I cannot answer these questions 

54 Gnn 3 a oi bhang is not used hy ciiraiiials to 
foitifV themselves to commit a piemeditaled act 
of Violence ol other cruhe 

65 and 56 I cannot answer these 

57 Gan]a and charas ore not known to be eaten 
or drunk in tins district 

58 The present s} stem of excise administration 
wCiks well and does not lequire anj' improve 
moiit 

59 No improvement iicecssaij 

CO 60030 IS produced in this district, and the 
gania plants md the gaiiin itself ire snfllcienflj' 
undei control, and no modification in the sjstem 
appeals to bo necessar} 

6 1 Charas is not produced in this district 

62 There is no cultivation in this distiifet of 
the lump plant for prooiiction of hh mg, as bhang 
IB nothing but the powdered dust and leaves of 
ganja produced bj a handling oi the gan 3 n 

63 I have no objection to the piesent sjstem 
of vvholesalo and retail vend of ganja Charas is 
not sold at all Bhang is not sold wholes ile It 
18 sold letail I have no objection against its 
system of retail vend 

64 I hav e no ohjcotioii to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export and impmt of ganja 
from nnd into Sntara or its transport w ithm tlie 
piovinec, cxcoptinw that all ganja for export and 
transport should be taken for examination, pre- 
vious to removal to its destination, to the mamlat- 
dai’s office of the taluka to which the village 
whence the ganja is icmoved belongs Ghaias 
and bhang aic not ex])orled fiom or impoited into 
or transported within llio Sit ua distiict 

6 0 With reference to alcoholic and othei in- 
toxicants ganja is lightly taxed , but is it is 
pnncipally used by pool people, no change wath a 
view to iiicicase tbe duty would bt desirable 
Charas is not sold at all, nnd bhang is sold retail 
along with ganja 

CO I have not seen louiid 01 “ bioken ” gaiija, 
and so 1 cannot saj whether theie should be one 
uiiifoltn inte 01 difiereut rates of taxation for 
diffoient kinds of gmja 

67 I have no objection to propose to the pie- 
sent method ot taxing ganja and bhang, charas 
not btiuir sold 

68 j There aie no houses oi shops in this distiict 
licensed foi the sale ot ganja and bhang, where 
the puichascis are permitted to consume the dings 
on the piemi'es 1 am of opinion that there 
slioiild not be such houses or shops 

69 Tlie wishes of the people are partly eon- 
sideicd before a shop is opened in anj locality 
Immediately an application £01 the opening of a 
shop is leceived, it is enquired into by the mam- 
Intdai of the taluka to which the place whcie the 
shop IS intended to be opened is suborduiate and 
reported on to the Colleotoi, with whom the final 
decision rests Local public opimon should al- 
ways be oonsideied 

eS 
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70 No bemp (liu^s me impoibcd or smiiggltcl j is leilly pnid in respect o£ all tlie gan]i and bhang 
from Native States into the Sataia distiiet JDutv j used here, no untaxtd dings being tonsnmed 


49 Evidence of TitsnyANT Nilkanth, Eatana J?)allm, Superintendent, Ofice of 
Snivel/ Commissioner, and Eirector of Land Eecords and Agiicidlnre, 
Bomhay. 


1 Observation and conversation with persons 
dealing in and using these drugs 

% So far as ganja and charas are concerned, 
Dr Pram's definition is thoroughly applicable to 
the drugs used in the Deccan undei these names 
Bhang, as is generally used here, differs slightly 
from what IS stated in the definition m being a 
mass of broken leaves of the hemp plant mi\c<l 
with crushed pieces of tlio dried flower head in its 
immature state This flowering top of the 
cultivated female hemp plant is called ganja 
The thiee described vaiicties of ganja — flat, 
round, and hioken — are not leoognized in the 
Deccan The gnn]a m general use here is ap 
parently what is described by Dr Pram as flat 
ganja , but it is consideied somewhat milder than 
the Upper India ding by those who have smoked 
ganja in Upper India as well as in the Deccan, 
the mildness being attributed to the pnetioe in 
the Deccan of cutting the plant in a more 
immature stage than is customary in Upper India 
The inferior variety of ganja known as bhang 
approaches the desciiption of Dr Pram’s chur m 
being a coarse powder, but can m no way he 
compaied with the Bengal ohur Bhang is 
really the refuse accumulating m ganja stores and 
shops, and contains hi okeii leaves, seeds, etc, and 
IS sold at a much cluaperiatc than ganja 
The different hemp drugs are called ganja, 
bhang, and charas 

3 to 6 Though stray plants me occasionally to 
to he met with growing m house jnids, manure 
heaps, waste grounds, etc , from seeds actidontallj 
dropped, spontaneous growth of the hemp plant 
to any extent is unknown m the Deccan dis 
triets 

7 Though hemp drugs are icdulged in to a 
ceitmn extent, then use m this presidency cannot 
he described as being genenl, except in Sind, 
wheie bhang is consumed is a beverage made up 
m the mannei to he described The hemp plant 
IS therefoie cultivated on a veiy limited scale, as 
shown m statement A heieto appended In 
Gujarat, Surat alone has an appicoiahle area 
under hemp, mostly in the head quarters talnka 
of Chorasi The cultivation appears to be chiefly 
for bhang, Surat being one of the sources of 
bhang supply to the Bombay martet In the 
Kmnatak hemp is found under cultivation in the 
neighbourhood of the town of Bijapui But 
this cultivation is of recent date, having been 
introduced m 1887-b8 The principal locality of 
hemp cultivation m the presidency proper is the 
Deccan, chiefly the districts of Ahmednagar and 
Sataia, where the pi mt is grown primarily for 
ganja foi local consumption and for export to 
Bombay 

In the Deccan the use of bhang is much moie 
limited than that of ganja, and the ding is not 
separately pioduced What is sold as bhang 
consists of bioken leaves with the refuse left in 
the curing of ganja Charas, the lesin obtained 
from the hemp plant, is larely used and little 
manufactuied Chans is not gathered from the 
plant as in Bengal. Sometimes, but rarely, in 


the Ahmednagar distiiot the glutinous substance 
adhering to the hands and feet of men employed 
m tieading and pies'-ing ginja is scraped off and 
stoicd for private consumption, but not for s de 
The few poisons who, like the Hindu and 
Muhammadan ascetics and others hailing from 
Northern India, smoko charas, obtain it from 
Bombay, which rcceucs Its supply of the drug 
from Northern India, Afghanistan and laikiml 
Hemp is not grown for its fihie 

8 The area under hemp (vide appended state- 
ment) has been decreasing, tendency being 
attributed to the restriction imposed upon the 
disposal of the crop The area under the crop is 
rcccirded, and the crop is watched hy the village 
olficers, and it cannot be disposed of without the 
necessary peimit 

Again, as the crop cannot be sold except to the 
licensed faimer, and as ill heinp drugs w ill not 
keep good longei than a yeai, the le^ult is that 
m some places the crop is not raised unlc«s thn 
purchase is guarnntced previously by a licensed 
vendor 

9 The hemp plant rcqiiiics good soil and 
careful tillage It docs best in medium black soil 
with a mixture of red soil The land is prepared 
ns for hajri (Peuntselum li/phoidetiin), ind the 
seed IS sown m Jnne-.Tuly with a three coultei 
seed drill, the distance between any tvvo rows 
being about a foot and ii halL 'ihe crop is 
bullock hood with a view to loosen the sniface 
soil, to earth np the plant®, and to remove the 
weeds It is also frequentU Imnd-w cedi d to keep 
the land scrupulously’ clean W hen it i® about 
two fict higli, the male plants are uprooted ind 
the crop otherwise thinned, to affoid sufiicient 
room for Intcml growth, which is indnecd bv 
bruising the stem Ihis is done by giving it a 
half twist a few inches above the root Culti- 
vators are very careful in removing m do plants, 
as a few of them are sud to he quite sufficient to 
ferfilize the whole ciop of female plants and thus 
damage the crop de plants are therefore 
searched aftei until the tiop begins to flower 
Hemp IS liberally manured with f-rm-yard 
manure, but rarely iirigate'd If the lainfall is 
deficient, it is supplemented hy two or three 
waterings The crop becomes ready for harvest in 
Noveraber-Dccembcr It is harvested by cutting 
the flower-heads with about ore foot of stalk 
These are left to bo exposed to the influence of 
dew on a piece of ground well cleaned and beaten 
hrm speci illy foi the purpose for one night 
Next day the cut stalks are heaped m small heaps, 
with the flowei heads towards the centie, and the 
heaps are tiampled and trodden down by men 
This process lasts fiom three to fom days, and 
duiing it the flowering heads are pressed flat 
The ganja is now fit for storage The he ip® arc 
winnowed, and the flowering heads picted bj'hand 
are stored in gunny bags The chaff, consisting 
mostly of broken leaves and broken flowering 
tops, are gathered and separately stored ns hh ing 
During the curing of ganja sometimes a little 
charas is gathered in the manner desciibed m 
reply 7 Thus at one and the same time all the 
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tliree drags are manufactured Lengre m the 
Khannpur taluka ot Sitara, and Javulke in the 
Klied, and Jategaon, Mukhii, and ShiLiapm in 
the Siiui talukas of Poona aie famous for then 
gan3a 

10 The cultivators who glow ganja belong to 
the ordimiy cultivating classes, but possess the 
special knowledge lequired to distinguish male 
from female plants, and also a knowledge of the 
curing of ganja 

11 and 12 No information 

18 All the Deccan distiiots grow ganja for 
locil consumption, but Ahmednagai, Sataia, and 
Nasik also foi espoit,but its area is especially 
large in the Khannpur taluka of Satara, and the 
iNagar, Raliuii and Newasa talukas of Ahmed- 
nagai The cultivition once established seems to' 
be maintained by the skill aoquiied and banded 
down fiom fathei to sou It may also be due to 
the suitability of soil, dry climate and light 
lainfall, which aie essential for the proper giowth 
of the plant The e\tension of the cultivation ot 
the plant in equally favourable puts of othei 
districts IS discouraged for reasons stated in replj 
No 8 The plant is not likely to produce a 
'•arge flowering top in the hilly tracts of the 
'U'^estern Ghauts and the Konkan, where the 
rainfall is excessive 

14 As stated above in reply No 9, ganja and 
bhang are manufactured in the places where the 
hemp plant is specially giown for the puipose 
to meet local demand and for export to Bombaj 
Charas is manufactured in the Ahmednagai 
district only to a very limited extent for private 
use in the manner described above in leply 
No 7 

15 As stated above in reply Nos 3 to 6, I 
hate no knowledge of the hemp plant growing 
in a wild state in any of the Deccan districts, and 
the facts stated lefer to the products of the cul- 
tivated plant only 

(A) Gan3a is not sub3ected to any special 
treatment until it passes into the hand of the 
smoker, who breaks the top into small bite, 
removes seeds, leaves and foreign matter if theie 
be any He then jilaces the bioken gan3a on the 
palm of his left hand, and pours water over it 
three or four times till the watei is clear, each 
time kne iding it with the thumb of his light 
band This process takes about 10 minutes if it 
IS properly done By this time the gan3a becomes 
sticky It is then squeezed with the two hands 
till the water is piessed out A small cake 
IS left, fiom which pieces are bioken and 
mixed with an equal quantity of tobacco, and 
smoked off in an ordinary native tobacco pipe 
Care is taken both to wash and to knead the 
gan3a thoiougbly Insufficient washing leaves a 
substance which is said to cause coughing, and, if 
the water is not all piessed out, it will not smoke 
easily. 

(B) Sweetmeats sold under the name of yaknti, 
majum, sbnkband, and gulkand aie made with 
extract of gan3a, which is prepared as follows — 
One seer of good gan3a is boiled with a seei and 
a half of water for about an hour, when half a 
seer of ghi is added, or more if a weak extract is 
desired The boiling is continued for two hours 
more It is then strained, while hot, through a 
coarse canvas bag Thorough straining is effected 
bj tjmg a rod to the mouth of the bag and twist- 
ing the lod round and round The squeezing 
c iiises a separation with the liquid of eveiything 
which can be pres'-ed tbiough the cmvas, fabrous 


01 woody matter remaining in the bag This 
must be done while the boiled mass is still not, 
otherwise the gill will thicken ind preient free 
flow of the extract The extiact is then keqit 
over night m a wide-moutbed vessel to settle 
Dnnng the night, by the action of cold, the ghi 
thickens and riseg with the exti act of g in3a to the 
surface of water and is skimmed off next morning 
To iurlher rehne the extract, the skimmings are 
then boiled nil all tlie water is driven off The 
extract is then fit for storage in the earthenware 
3ar for use To seouie greater purity gan3a is 
sometimes soaked in watei for a couple of days 
and washed beloie being boiled, and the ghi is 
washed clean with watei before it s mixed with 
the gan3a The extract thus piepaied foims the 
base ot all the sweetmeats desciibed below The 
ghi used in the pieparation of the extract should 
be full boiled , if half boiled gbi is used, the 
exti ict will not keep 

To piepare yakuti, five to eight tolas of gaii3a 
extnet, according to the strength required, with 
a qnartei of a seei of conserve of roses (rose petals 
preserved with sugar) are idded to a seei of sngai 
syrup The mixture is seasoned with one tola 
of poivdered cardamoms a’'d 5 tola saffron, nut- 
meg, mace, and cloves, each Sometimes almond 
kernels peeled off ind finely sliced are added 
The whole mixture is then poured into shallow 
brass or cooper dishes tinned inside When it 
lias cooled and thickened, it is cut with a knife 
into ihomboidal pieces ibout an inch long, half 
an inch broad, and a quartei of an inch thick 
Majum is prepared in the same way as yakuti, 
but without tonsei ve of loses, saffron and cloves 
Unless it 18 specially ordeied, ma3um prepared for 
retail sale is not geneially spiced It is merely 
gan3a extiact and sugar The syiup used in these 
preparations is made by boiling to evapoiation fine 
sugar over a slow fire The syrup is puufied by 
skimming off the impurities which rise to the 
surface duiing the boiling 

ShnLkand is piepared by adding the extract m 
the same piopoition as m jakuti or ma3um to 
syrup made fiom gul or undrained sugar 

Gnlland is a mixture of conserve of roses and 
ganja extract, the extiact being mixed at the late 
of five to eight tolas, according to the strength 
requiied, with a seei of conserve of roses 

Bhang — When it is not purchased ready pie- 
pared bhang as sold m the market is first picked 
to remove pieces of stilk, pebbles,etc,, then washed 
with watei, and then ground into a fine paste, 
with a few grains of black peppei, on a gimd- 
stone Hindu avcetics pi efer a mortar and pestle 
of nim [Meha azndirachta) wood to a grindstone 
The paste is then stiried in sufficient water, and 
the whole is strained tlnough a piece of cloth and 
diunk either with 01 without siigai This is the 
simplest and cheapest form of bhang for drinking 
Those who can afford it add to it ground almond 
kernels, and flavour it with cardamoms, etc Well- 
to-do habitual drinkers purchase raw bhang m 
quantity, boil it in watei for two 01 three hours, 
and then wash it clean of all impurities It is 
then dried and stoied foi use Foi drinking, it 
IS ground and prepared in the way described above 
Some loast then bhang on a fiyiugpan, and wash 
it before it is ground Bhang is sometimes boiled 
in milk A ball of ground paste of bhang is tied 
m a piece of muslin and is boiled in milk, sugar- 
ed and flavoured with cardamoms, etc The 
prepaiation is uoed by well-to do occasional drink- 
ers The bhang as sold in the Deccan markets 
is not liked by Gu3aratis and men from Upper 
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India, who, when tliey can manage it, biiug bbang 
from then o\;n parts ot the country When 
bbang is not procuiable, an bibitual diiuLci will 
make” bis drink of ganja instead o£ bbang, but 
tbis IS rare 

Green leaves of tbe bemp plant are sometimes 
made into bbajas, tbe prepaintion consisting of 
hemp leaves, girtm flour and sinces mixed together 
111 watei, formed into small roundish cakes and 
fried in ml or gbi Sometimes powdeied gaii]i is 
used in this dish instead of tbe leaves Young 
and tendei hemp plants are also eaten as a vcgc 
table 

Cbaras requires no piepaiation before its use 
It IS simply made into small pills and smoked 
eithei -aith ganja or tobacco, accordmg to tie 
choice of the smoker 

Boja — 'Ibis is anotliei intoxicating piepaiation 
in which ganjaisused, but it is not in common use 
It IS niepaied m tbe follonitig manner Tno 
seeis of jawari [Sorghnm vulgare), four seers of 
dried roots of tbej man plant, one seer gan]a, and 
half a seei nux vomica aie soaked togetbei in watei 
for three oi four daj s 

Tbe witer is then strained off fiomtbe mixture, 
and tbe mixture is boiled with fresh water lor 
three or foui houis After careful wa'hiiig the 
mixture is dried in the shed and ground to fine 
powdei The powdei is stored foi occasional use 
AVhen w inted, the required quantity is dissolved 
in water and the strained watei is diunk The 
water is neither sugnied nor flavoured Some 
dimkeiE prefer to make it strongei bj the addition 
of a pinch of dhatuia or nux vomica seed ground 
to powder 

16 Habitual drinkers who cannot afford to 
prepare then own bhang at home resort to bhang 
shops As tbe Deccan bhang contains {.anja dost, 
it cannot be prepared eveij where liom the phnt, 
but the bhang, which wholly consists of loaves as 
in Tipper India, can he piepaied auywboic I 
have no I nowlodge of the wild plant 

17 Gan]a IS not sold ready piepared for smok- 
ing, it being piepared by smokers tlicmsehes, 
as stated above in reply No 15 Hlnrg shops 
for the sale of the ready made dunk aie geneiallj 
kept bv North Gnj n it Brabmins Y ikuti 
and othei sweetmeits aie gonerall) piepaied bj 
perfume selleis who have obtained the neoeesarj 
license 

18 Gaiija, bhang and cbaras detenointe by 
keeping I have no knowledge as to whethci 
they quite lose tbeir effect in time , hut this is 
certain that the dings aie destiojed after a jeai 
or two as being useless They keep good with 
ordmaiy care for a year The cause of detenon 
tion appaiently is the escape of some volatile 
principle 

19 Ganja by itself is, as a rule, used for 
smoking, and exceptionally as a substitute foi 
bhang in drinking The use of g mp in sweet 
meats as a vegetable have ahead} been described 
above m reply No 15 Gan] i smoking is more 
pievalentin towns than in Villases, and jaknti 
and othei sweetmeats are prepared in towns only 
Oharas is used in smoking only, and its use is 
rare 

SO The piopoition of ganja smokers is very 
small, as stated above The classes who genCiall} 
indulge in ganja-smoking aie Hindu ascetics, 
go'avis and baiiagis, and Jtiuhi-mmadan fakirs 
Next to them come the artizan classes, both 
Hindu and Mnhammadiin Skilful aitizans have 
a bad name for ganja-smokrag, and only a few 


piofessional singers, artist", engravers and the like 
lie f ICC from this vice, Tbe use of ganji is so 
common among such classes that if a master- 
woiker IS complimented on his skill, he wnll in 
noknowlcdgraent say' — “’That is only because 
I prepaied the ganja for my master for so many 
jeais'” — le, served so long an appienticesbip 
Peons and messengers are addicted to tins h ibit, 
but not as a class The cultivating cl isses are 
almost flee fiom tins vice '1 bey do not use hemp 
drugs as a stimulant, nor do they use them to sus- 
tain themselves uiidei a "tress of work Their 
be'ief IB that a ganja smoker cannot be a steady 
worker, and has not the hardness to undergo great 
labour under heat and sun An habitual gan 3 n 
smoker does not stand high in their esteem 
Chains is smoked by Pathans, Muhammadan fakirs, 
ascetics and persons from Northern Inain, and 
only occa"ioiially by other people of the Deccan 
Ganja sweetmeat", yakuli and othei s aie occasiou- 
illy used by dissipaters of ill communitus 

21 In the Deecan tbo varieties of ganja are 
not know'n Wholo gnnya is preferred to gany i 
dost sold under tho name of bbang '1 hose w ho 
have used Upper India ganja prefer it to local 
ganjn 

22 Very little chans is U"e(l, and such ns is 
used is brought from Bombay, where it is irapoit- 
ed from Afghanistan, Northern India and Yark- 
and 

£8 Hard smokers, when they do not getganji, 
might ho induced to smoke even bhang, hut, as 
a rule, bhang is not smoked 

U Tho peicehtagc of bh mg drinkers or eatcis 
16 insignificant in tho Deccan Hahituiil hhtng 
diinkcis are generally met with among immi- 
giants from Guzerat, Marwar, and Upper India 
When they have no time to prepaio bhang for 
dunk, they content themsolvos with citing the 
paste Jeweller- aie habilu il bhang dm i trs, hut 
they aie veiy moderate in it" use They say it 
cleais tbeir sight and steadies attention, clear 
sight and steady' attention being c'sentnl foi 
their trade Hindu ascetics drink bhang to ex- 
cess, urging, if questioned, that it keep- them 
contented and concentrates their attention in 
pray cr 

25 In the absence of caiefully prepan d ‘■tati— 
tical information^ ic is diliicult to answei this 
question either way But it may here be observed 
that, among edneited classes, the use of 1 hang is 
disciedited, and more so of ganya A genoiatmn 
01 tw 0 ago hh uig was sometimes served at pic- 
nics and pleasuie paitic" among the higher classes , 
but the place of bhang is now to a certain extent 
being taken by spirits 

3G It IS very diflicult to give these proportion" 
It IS said that there aio among a hundred habitual 
consumeis of ganya or bhang about ten who 
indulge to excess 

27 Marwndismay be said all to be occasional 
bhang duiikeio Ganya smokeis aie lecruited 
fiom all classes Sometimes people contiact these 
habits by Using them fust as lemedies for certain 
bodily ailments , but among tbe ijenerality ot 
smokers and dunkers the habit is tbe lesult of 
association 

28 An habitual moderate eoiisutner lequiies 
ibout one tola bhang, w orth b ilf a pioe, per day , 
while an excessive consumer may claim to requiie 
fiom 10 to 20 tolas For a moacnvte smokei one- 
third tola ganya, worth a pice, is suQicient for a 
day, an eXcCssive smoker takes four times a" 
much 



Ill 


29 Bliang IS nevei diuuk without a seasoning 

of black pepper , but often it is spiced witli al- 
monds, or inutd with milk, swietentd with sugar 
or sugaicandj, md flaiouied with some oi all of 
the ^ ” > - <■ ji . ijlijicg jnas=ala poppy 

■iced , , nutmeg, caidamonis, 

black pcppei and kasiit seed {Cincionum tKiyhu) 

Ganja IS alwajs sniokid with tobacco In 
stances of gaiiji being smoked unw'nsbed and with- 
out tobacco arc \ery raie Soinehmes, but very 
rarely, saj lu one of 500 case--, dbatuia or nux 
\omica IS smoked with ginja to iiictease its in- 
toaicating propeitics Among gosaiis and 
Imiragis on rare ooea-ions i imxturL of dliatura, 
bus: \oinica, aconite, opium, arsenic and laskapui 
(a niivturo of the mercuiial chlorides) la said to 
he smolcd with 51031 or diunk with bhang 
AYlun smoked, the mixture is called panchratm 
ctnliuni, or flio bowl confaiuuig five 31 , 0 els, and 
when drunk, the preparation, jiauoliiatm hbniigoi 
blmng made of fi\e jewels 

Charas is smoked with ganja or tobacco, when 
smoked w itli tobacco it is inildei in effect. 

30 The consumption of these drugs is practised 
both in Bohdude and m comjianj The w<.ll-to do 
and the respectable, who \ttltio public opinion, 
general!} use these drugs m jiniate But they 
will not object to lake a few sips of bhang in 
company of friends, or with a religious deiotce of 
some reputation The poor and the idle gem r dh 
meet it a temple or some other public place and 
indulge in these drugs Someiiinc= the} meet at 
the house of a well to do smoker or drinl cr who 
can afford to stand tri at and docs not object to 
their company Such places of nicctiug nroo died 
"ganjacha akhada” or “blmngecba aktinda”ns 
the case may ho, and the ganja smoker is called a 
' ganjekas' or 'ginjad'and the bhang drinker 
‘ bhang} a ’or ‘ bhaugad’. Tbe use of the=o drugs is 
chiefly confined to the male sex, only i few 
women, alwn}s those of loose chiracfcr, using 
ganja and Ihuig Bojs are not known to in- 
dulge in the-o drugs The use of ganja swrat- 
moats is more general , but cron tbc-c are not 
eaten by cliildrcu. 

31 The habit of using these drugs is not so 
easily formed as that of tobacco , for ganja and 
bhang cannot be used 111 secret without tbe know- 
ledge of ciders, ns both these drugs require some 
special treatment before their u'O Besides, ganja 
emits a strong smell and at times nansiates the 
noMce The habit is not verj difTieult to break 
oil, the uneasiness lasting only foi a few dais 
There is not a greater trndenc} in tbecaseof tiic'O 
drugs than in other narcotics for the modciate 
habit to deieiop into the excessive 

32 Bhang, being considered favourite of the 
god Sbiva, is drunk on tne hlaha Slnvaratra, the 
fourteenth day of the d irk fortnight of the Hindu 
month Magh (Febmarj-Jlareh), and on Mon 
dajs of the month IBbraian (July August), all 
these daj s being sacred to that deity It is also 
drunk duimg the Sliimga holidays, the Saturnalia 
of the Hindus, when moie or less indulgence — nay 
even license — is allowed These holidays fall in 
the month of Phalgun (March- April) In Bom- 
bay, on the Ramnavami holiday (the hiithday of 
the god Ram, falling on the niuth day of the 
blight h.ilf of the mouth of Chaitra, corresponding 
to Apnl-May), in some of tbe Rim temples of the 
Piabhu community, a weak dunk of bhang, pre- 
pared with milk, 8 ugai,and almonds, and fl.ivoured 
with the bhang massala, is senod out to the mem- 
heis of the eommunjly who come to worship at 


the temples It is taken more as a cooling drink 
than as in intoxicant The use is not conndered 
essential, nor is it etcessive It is not injuiious 
01 likely to lead to the formation of the habit 

S3 The consumption of any of these dings is 
considered disreputsble, and the public holds i 
bad opinion about the pel son who habitually in- 
dulges in any of them The person is considered 
uncteadj , idle, quarrelsome, and ns being an asso- 
ciate of bad characters 1 am not aware of the 
hemp plant btiiig worshipped) but bhang piepaied 
IS for drinking is incessantly dropped on the god 
Shiva either 111 fulfilment of a vow or on high 
festivals in honour of Shiva It is put m an 
“ ihhisliekapatia,”a vessel with cone-=haped bottom 
porfoi.ited thiough the apex, and the vessel is 
held over the head of the idol either by the votary 
himself or by the priest in his behalf, and 
mantrisor sacred \erses in piaise of the god are 
ictited as the bhang water drops 011 the head of 
the idol 

34 It would be a seiious privation to Hindu 
and hluhammadan ascetics, and to a less degree 
to artizans and profession il singeis and musicians, 
to forego the consumption of the drugs They 
are accustomed to the use of some intoxicant 
The ascetic class will not give up hemp drugs and 
drink spirits readily, for spirits are forbidden by 
ichgion, and spirits cost much more 

35 It would be practicable to prohibit the use 
of nil these drugs, The cultivation of the hemp 
plant can be thoroughly contiolled, as is done in 
the case of poppy oultuation, but the piohibitiou 
cannot bo enforced without occasioning seiions 
discontent among the consumcre 'Ihe ascetic 
classes who form the majoi poition of the con- 
sumers and who consider the use of these drugs 
necessary for the fulfilment of then vows of celi- 
bacy and devotion would resent such prohibition 
And the lower ordcis of people, on whom the 
ascetics have still a considerable hold, will new an 
attempt at prohibition as an nnneceisar} interfer- 
ence with (heir religion They will also take it as 
proof of the cm rent belief that Government, if not 
actually encouinging, IB at least conniving at the 
spread of alcoholic drinks The prohibition will 
be followed in certain cases by recourse to alcoholic 
stimulants anil other drugs Though the religious 
devotees will not tako to liquor dunking, they 
cortunly will have recourse to dhatuia smoking 
and nus vomica eating, the indulgence in these 
drugs not being forbidden by leligiou These 
diugs are more peinioious than an} of the hemp 
drugs The poor classes also, owing to then 
cheapness, might take to the use of these dings to 
satisfy their cravings for stimulants, if the} aio 
foihidden the use of an} of the hemp drugs 

SG The costliness of alcoholic drinks sei \ es as 
a bar to their use as a substitute for bhang or 
ganja among poor people , but, on the other hand, 
religions prejudice against liquor drinking is weai- 
ing way There is no direct proof to show that 
the hemp drugs are being supplanted by alcohol, 
the only thing observed being that thcie aie 
now-a-daj s more drunkaids than ganja smokeis 
or bhang drinkers 

37 Both ganja and chnras produce immediate 
intoxication , but that produced by charas smoking 
lasts longer and is more Laimfiil 

38 The three different Linds of gania are not 

known hero , but it is said by Noilh India men 
Hint chur is much moie intoxicating than the 
Dcocan ganja , 
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39 The smoking of ginoa and chans is con- 
sidered moie injuiioiis thin bhang dunking, 
though it takes a longei time to take effect, ind 
its influence lasts longei hinny moderate smokeis 
of giu]a and charas aie snd to suflei, (hough 
slightly, from chest affections, such as cough and 
asthma, m old age Again, ginja andchnas 
smoking IS said to have caused ms iiiitv oftenei 
than bhang dunking 

40 These drugs aie sometimes used by them- 
selves in empinc tieatment and in combination 
with otliei diugs by native doctois 

Bhang forms an ingredient in the massala or 
condition halls given to horses and cattle 

41 The moderate use of gan 3 a 01 bhang, eoro- 
hined with highly nourishing food, is said to be 
beneficial in its effects It impi eves digestion 
and alleviates fatigue It is sometimes used as 
an alleged pieventive of disease in m iloiious and 
unhealthy tracts, ganja smoking for this purpose 
being not quite unknown in the lower lanks of 
suivey suboidiiiates, whose work causes much 
exposure to unaccustomed climate The use is 
veiy moderate and occasional 

42 In the absence of proper nourishment, even 
the modeiate use of these diugs is considered more 
or less injurious 

43 Moderate consumers are inoffensive to then 
neighbours 

44 'J he immediate effect of ganja on a habitual 
hut moderate smoker is said to be refiesliiiig and 
only highly intoxicating It is said to create 
appetite Bhang takes longei time to operate, 
but its ultimate effect is similar The duration of 
influence vaues with the quantity used Habitual 
but moderate consumers do not acknowledge anj 
had after effect The want of subsequent giatifi- 
cation is said to cause longing, listlessncss, 
depression of spiiits, heaviness of limbs and loss 
of appetite, and to disturb digestion 


45 and 46 There is no reason to suppose that 
b ibitiiiil moderate consuraeis, when propeily fed, 
suffer either in body, mind, or morals , but exces- 
sive consumers may suffei both iii body and mind, 
and ceitamly do suffer in morals ' 

47 and 48 There is nothing to show that the 
habit of consuming hemp diugs is hereditarily 
transmitted, or that there is any special ten- 
dency, apart fiom association and example, for 
childien of even immoderate consumers to become 
addicted to the vice 

49 and 50 Tho moderate use of bhang or ganja 
IS practised as an apliiodisiac, and some prostitutes 
arc said to practise it Tho use of these drugs 
foi this purpose is more harmful than ordinary 
narcotics, as it is likely to lead to sexual excesses 
The excessive use of these drugs is said to cause 
impotence, and it is urged by vowed celibates 
among religious mendicants that they use the 
diugs to weaken sexual desire and aid them m 
fulfilling their vow 

51 and 53 Undoubtedly diss’pated consumers of 
hemp diugs associate with bad characters and may 
be thus led tociime, but there is nothing to 
show that their vice prompts crjminalitj 

5 5 and 54 No knowledge 

55 There are iiistanecs of people having been 
robbed after they had been designedly stupefied 
with gnnja 

56 The effects of the hemp drugs are often in- 
tensified by the addiMon of dhatun, opium or mix 
vomica Curdatnoms smoked with gaiija are said 
to inorease the intoxicating effect of the drug 

57 Charas is not known cither to be eaten or 
diunk m the Deccan Ganja, as stated above in 
reply No 16, is larely drunk ns bhang, and in that 
case it IS more intoxicating than bliaiig 

68 to 70 I am not sufTioientlj acquainted with 
the present sjstem of excise administration of the 
presidency to suggest anj impiovement in it 


A. 


Area mdei Bhang and Ganja {Indta'i Hemp) tn the dtdrtds of the Bombay Bresuleney, tnclnding Sind, 
during the last eight year\,from 1585-86 to 1892-93 


No 

Distbtcts 

1 1685 60 

1 

19'^C-37 

1657 S3 

1863-8S 

1 3B69 90 

1 

1890-01 j 

ISOl O’ 

I8D2 PJ 


A — PBESlDEhCT PbOPEB 





1 





I — Gujaiat 


1 







1 

Ahmedabad 









2 

Kami 


1 




1 



3 

1 anoli ilahals . 









4 

Bro'ich 




1 


i 

i 

1 

5 

Surat 

2 

7 

17 

7 

17 

10 

3, 

17 


II — Deccan 









6 

Khandesb 

311 

41 

14 

35 

51 

39 

9 

10 

7 

Nasik 

29 

15 

7 

12 

10 

in 

20 

27 

8 

Abmednagar 

1,030 

789 

637 

268 

830 

605 

676 

382 

9 

Poona 

18 

11 

30 1 

16 

2 

• 17 

10 


10 

SlioKnur • 

43 

34 

26 

23 

67 

48 

55 

48 

11 

Sataia 

411 

558 

173 

170 

368 

471 

317 

299 


III — Kat natal 









12 

Belgaam 





2 




13 

BijiCpiir 



1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

13 

14 

Dbarwai 

1 



i 



I 


! 


IV — Konlan \ 


1 







15 

Thdna 









10 

Kolaba . . , 









17 

Patnigin 









18 

Kdnaia , 


i 








Total A 

1,841 

1,488 

904 

533 

1,341 

1,201 

1,093 

812 


\ 
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Area under BJmig and Ganja {Indian Eemp) m the dietncU of the Bomlag BTendeneg,ineluding Sind 
during the last eight years, from 1885-86 to 1892-93— eoutinnei ‘ 


No 

Districts 

1BS5.80. 

lB8fi87 

1887 88. 

1838 SO 

1889 00 

180O-91 

n 

1691 02. ; 

1802 03 

19 

20 
21 
22 
23 

E — SiM) 

Karachi 

Hyderabad , 

Smkdrpnr 

Dpper Sind Prontier 

Thar and Pdrkar 

1 Totau B 

] ' 

1 

120 i 

lot availal 

90 

lie ^ 

1 

117 

13 

171 

• 

lie 

18 

297 

j 

61 

17 

133 

i 

1 

49 

21 

76 

65 

3 

236 


120 

90 

301 

431 

211 

145 

3^ 


50. JSvtdence of Mr G. P Millet, Divisional Forest Officer, West Thana, Thana 


1 I have had no opportunities I have, how- 
ever, sought for information since the leotipt of 
these questions 

2. Yes, charas is not available, though the 
name is known. Chur is also called bhula 
(Deccan) 

3. It grows to a certain extent in the Deccan 
spontaneously 

5. Reqmres good soil and moderate rain, 

6. Dense. 

7. Considenbly cultivated m the Ahmednagar 
district, (ffl) for gau]-!, (c) foi bhang, {d) for 
seeds, not for (J) charas, or {d) fibre 

9 The land is ploughed m the usual manner, 
and the seed sown broadcast "When the plants 
are ready (full grown and flowering), they are 
plucked up and stacked for a few days. (This 
infoimation is by hearsay ouly ) 

10 Any of the Knnhi class will cultivate the 
hemp in the Deccan 

11 and 12. No 

13 {a) Yes (5) Excessive raiufall would pre- 
vent its cultivation in the Konkan 

14* Ganja and bhang are prepared to a con- 
siderable extent m the Ahmednagar district, and 
in the Poona district. 

16 It cannot be prepared by people in their 
houses 

17. Parsis sometimes take contracts, but the 
actual preparation is always made by people of 
the Brahmin, Banya and Kunbi classes 

18. All the drugs deteriorate with keeping 
The eSect is quite lost if the drug is kept two 
years The cause does not appear to be known, 
and no special measures can be taken to prevent 
detenoration 

19 Ganja is not only smoked but also used in 
preparations having a naicotio tendency It is 
used in certain kinds of confectionery made in 

' Poona and Bombay, etc , and known as majum, 
yakuti, shnkhand and gulkand 

20 Ganja smoking is resorted to by all classes 
of people, but pnnoipally by bairagis, sadhis, 
gosavis, hakims and men of the mendicant class 
throughout the district, 

21 The flat ganja 

22 Charas is not used in this district 

23 Practically not. It is said that poor people 
sometimes use it for such purpose 

24, Most well-to-do people of all classes drink 
vol vu 


onang principally m the hot weather, and 
throughout the Deccan 

26 The extent of the use appears to he sta- 
tionary People who take to alchohol generallv 
cease to drink bhang 

26 The large proportion of the consumers aie 
uabitual moderate consumers. 


27 All classes 

28 Excessive consumers generally smoke in a 

i would consume 

about tolas of ganja per day, valued at 2i an- 
nas Moderate smokers would consume about 
3 pies worth per day when smoking ajone 

29 Tobacco is occasionally mixed with ganja 
for smoking Dbatura is not used here. 

People make a bhang massala to flavour the 
drinking water, etc , mixing with the juice of the 
leaves of the plant, black pepper, aniseed, almonds, 
mace, cardamoms, rosebuds, sugar, etc 

80 Generally consumed in company, except by 
gosavis Not consumed by women and children 

31 Easily formed by being in company with 
other smokers or drinkers It is difficult to break 
oflT There is not a tendency foi the moderate 
ha.bxt to develop into the excessive 


82 They are generally used moie on fasting 
days, especially at the time of the Maha Shiva- 
ratia 


33 Educated people do not consider the mode- 
rate use of the drugs in any way degrading 

36 Alcohol IS to a certain extent takin» the 
place of ganja smoking ° 

39 Drinking is probably less injurious than 
smoking 

40 Sometimes, but not generally Used in 
cattle disease (the drugs, t e , bhang and ganja) 

41 (o) Ganja is digestive, also inoieases 
appetite. 

{b) Probably not 

(c) Would have a beneficial tendency in a 
malarious climate 


42 Not beneficial Probably harmful, affect- 
ing the brain 


43 Yes, 

44 Refreshing, creates appetite Lasts about 
twelve houis Leaves a feeling of lassitude 

68 I have no buch acquaintance 

60 The cultivation of the ganja plant should he 
more restricted 


61 Not produced. 


s 
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62 By restricting cultivation, nnd farming the 
contracts at high lates, the piiccs of tho drugs 
would be enhanced and consumption would tend 
to decline 

65 The taxation is unknown to me 


66. In my opinion it should be taxed at one 
rate for all qualities and kinds 

68 Yes, in every town Such houses nnd 
shops are necessary, hub should bo well looked 
after by the police or other authorities 


61. Evidence o/ Lietjtenant-Colonei. J Humerex, Insfeclor-General of ToUce, 

Toona 


Oi al evidence 

Question 1 — I have been Inspootor-Gcneral of 
Police for three years. I have served for twenty- 
seven years almost entirely in Guzerat and 
Kathiawar as Assistant and District Superintend- 
ent of Police I have recently retuincd from 
England, and have not had time to study this 
subject My evidence will bo based on impres- 
sions gatherea during my service 

Question 51 — I do not think that n large pro- 
poition of had characters are habitual consumers 
of the drugs. The bad characters in the towns 
aie for the most part given to drink, and commit 
petty oSences to satiety their propensity Tins is 
not the case in the country I have no reason to 
suppose that the hemp drugs are largely con- 
sumed by the had characters of the towns The 
class who consume the drugs arc chiefly the 
mendicants, and the drugs are not more consumed 
by the bad characters than by other people I 
think the hemp drugs used in moderation have no 
connection with crime m general or enme of any 
particular class 

Question 5S --Nor do I think that excessive 
use of the diugs is connected with crime in 
general But I have heard of rare instances of a 
man under the influence of bhang “running 
amuck ” Only one instance has come under my 
personal observation That was in 1884 The 
man when caught said bhang had been given to 
him , but we had no means of testing the state- 
ment, as he had been concealed in the jungle for 
some days A private in the 23rd Jlegiment 
Native Infantry was suspected of theft, nnd his 
house was put undoi attachment and a police 
constable posted over it Tho sepoy saw this, 
and, instead of returning home, went to a fnend's 
house in the lines He said that bhang was 
given to him there in sherbet by a person who had 
ill-feeling against him He then got a rifle and 
some rounds of ammunition from a comrade’s house 
and wounded the police constable who was posted 
at his house He then went to the open country, 
and as he passed the hospital he fired two rounds at 
two doolie bearers who were asleep outside Two 
days afterwards he was arrested in the countiy con- 
cealed in a field His nfle was then loaded and he 
attempted resistance, but the nfle was at half-cock, 
which he did not notice in his excitement. Thiee 
or four of us then overpowered him He gave the 
name of the person who had given him the sherbet 
when he was under tnal in the Sessions Couit 
The Judgeigave him one day’s impnsonment, ap- 
parently believing the story he told, but on appeal 
to Government the man was sentenced to seven 
years’ ngorous imprisonment N one of the wound- 
ed persons died. I don’t think tho man said any- 
thing jibout the bhang having been given to him 
till he got into the Sessions Court 1 do not think 
the bhang caused him to commit the crime I 
think it was established that the man had taken 
bhang , and if he did take it , the ciime was com- 
mitted within half an hour afterwards I think 


the Sessions Judge recorded a finding on the point 
of the man having been drugged I did not notice 
tlie state of the prisoner’s eyes when he was arrest- 
ed I don’t recollect the man’s name. The case 
occurred at Abmcdabad in 1884 I think the man 
broke out under tho initiation of the insult of having 
his houso attached, and had taken no bhang at all 

Question 54 — I have not heard of criminals for- 
tifying themselves with tho hemp drugs in order to 
commit crime 

Question 55 — I know of no case of a person 
having boon drugged with hemp m order to com- 
mit a crime upon him I was on special duty for 
suppression of dacoity in Kathiawar from 1870 to 
1873, in 1875, 1876, and Irom 1886 to 1890, and 
no case of tlie kind came under my notice 

The drugs have never attracted attention in 
connection with tho discipline of the police force 
I receive returns of all punishments inflioted on 
members of the police force, including dismissals 
1 heal many appeals against all kinds of punish- 
ments The parbcnlars of tho offence for which 
tho man is punished are reported for each case in 
tho monthly statement Drunkenness would lie 
mentioned , nnd if an offence arose out of mtera- 
poranco of any kind, that intemperaiico would 
almost certainly be entered I have often seen 
drunkenness noted, but never intoMcation from 
hemp drugs 'When a man is enlisted, he is 
examined medically by tbo Civil ^Surgeon, and 
enquiry is made regarding Ins character by the 
Superintendent of Police through his Inspector, 
or by reference to other distnots I have never 
received a report that a recruit was a ganja smoker 
I think it IS probable that a District Superintendent 
of Police would reject a ganja smoker , and I should, 
in ray ignorance of the effects of the drug, prefer 
to avoid enhsting such a man I should not reject 
a tobacco smoker I was intlincd to think ganja 
was more harmful than I am now led to belieie 
after reading the proceedings of the Commission 
It is the popular idea that ganja is very harmful 
I do not think the use of the diug is common in the 
police force I have never learnt that a member 
of tho force was a ganja smoker I have never had 
any experience as a Superintendent of a jail The 
general bad opinon attaches to hhang also in an 
equal degree — perhaps even more to bhang than to 
ganja I can’t say from whom I have derived this 
idea Probably the cases of “running amuck” of 
which I have heard have given me the idea 
There are about 16,000 or 17,000 men serving 
under me I believe bhang consists of the buds 
of the ganja with the exudation attaching to them 
I had ncvei seen the drug until I sent for some 
quite recently 

Gopi/ of Judgment appended to Colonel 
Hemerex’s evidence 

The priBonei m this case, according to his 
own statement, arranged with another sepoy 
at 8-30 IM to meet him at about 10 v H 
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witli T. View to shoot a police constable who 
had been placed on guard over the pnsonei’s 
hut He was taUen to the quartei-guaid 
by Older o£ the Suhadar^ and it was on his 
way thither that he made this assignation, 
with Bhima, who was conducting him. At 
about 11 1 ? M he got away fiom the quarter- 
guaid under a Mse pretext and met Bbima as 
they had previously arranged Then he went 
into the hut of another sepoy who was absent, 
or whom he thought to be absent, and stole from 
it a rifle and caitndges He loaded the nfle 
and filed at the policeman, and he wounded him 
severely on the hand The prisoner then ran 
away As he was retuing, the rifle was dis- 
charged a second time This implies that it had 
been reloaded, even if we accept the prisoner’s 
statement that it went off accidentally To this 
account the prisoner adds that he was instigated 
by Bhima after the latter had given him some 
sheibet, from the effects of which he says 
he felt intoxicated He thought he had been 
drugged But the sherbet was drunk even 
before he was taken to the Subadai’s The 
alleged intoxication did not prevent his making 
the appointment with Bhima as he was taken 


fiom the Subadar’s to the qnarter.gunrd Nor 
^did it prevent his bearing the appointment in 
mind and contnving by a false pretext to keep 
It It is impossible therefoie to suppose, 
whether a diug had been administered to him or 
not, that he was so affected by it as to prevent 
hia knowing what he was about or the oidmary 
consequences of bis acts He must, especially 
as a soldier, have known that to fire a bullet at 
the policeman was an act so imminently dan- 
gerous that, if it took effect, it would in all pro- 
bability immediately or mediately cause death 
fortunately it did not cause death, but it did 
cause hurt Had death been caused, the prisoner 
would undoubtedly have been punishable for ihur- 
dei As it IS, he is, for the attempt carried so 
nearly to completion, subject to punishment under 
the second part of paragraph I of section 301 of 
the Indian Penal Code The crime he has com- 
mitted is one of the gravest character, since 
military lawlessness is the most serious of dan 
gers to society We must therefore sentence 
the prisoner to be transported for seven (7) years, 
which sentence will be concurrent with that which 
he 18 already undergoing under the sentence of a 
Court Martial 


52 . Eotdence of Me H ScanneIiIi, Superintendent, Great Indian Peninsula Eaihoay 

Police, Poona 


0) al evidence. 

Question 1 — 1 have been Superintendent of 
Great Indian Peninsula Eailway Police for two 
j eais and a half and have twice acted as Inspector 
General of Pohce, foi a year and quarter alto- 
gether I have been twenty-five years in the 
Police, and served in all thiee divisions of the 
pi-eeidency 

Question 51 — The proportion of ganja con- 
sumers among bad chaiacters is not, I think, 
greater than among the population generally 
I refer to the moderate consumers of the drug 
The question has not been made the subject 
of careful enquiry I do not think the mode- 
rate use of the drugs has any connection with 
crime of any sort I do not think that the exces- 
sive consumers of the drugs foim a larger por- 
tion among bad characters than among the 
general population My experience of excessive 
use IS confined to criminal lunatics I cannot 
recall any case in which the excessive use of the 
drug has led to unpremeditated crime I do, 
however, remember a case of a man committing 
murder in a state of madness in the Dbarwar 
district about 1885 I think the man is still in 
the asylum I cannot recall any other case I am 
not aware that criminals use the drugs to fortify 
themselves to commit crime, 1 cannot call to my 
mind any case in which the drugs have been so 
used I liave no recollection of any case in which 
these drugs were used to stupefy victims There 
are about 600 men in the Great Indian Peninsula 
Kailway Force The drugs have never come to 
notice in connection with any offences or breaches 
of discipline in the force There may have been 
such cases, but I cannot recall any There have 
been many cases of men having been drunk from 
liquor on duty, and been punished on that ac- 
<’ount In enlisting a man enqumes are made, 
as full as possible, regarding bis history and cliar- 
actei Special enquiry would not be made re- 
garding the existence of the ganja habit. I 
Vol Til 


think I should refuse to take a man whom I 
learnt to he an habitual smoker of ganja A 
man is generally enlisted when he is young and 
such a habit acquired early in life would veiy 
likely increase I was in charge of a district in 
1889 A lunatic who is violent and dangerous 
is confined by the police and sent up to the Magis- 
trate with a leport The leport is not on a printed 
form The facts which are considered important 
are whether the man is violent or dangeious to 
others oi himself, whether he is unable to take 
care of himself and has no one to look after him 
We do not generally enquire into the causes of 
insanity The police are nob required to make 
enouiry on that point, and the report is not bound 
to mention it, but as a matter of fact, the cause is 
generally discovered, though not by formal en- 
quiry If discovered, the fact would be mention- 
ed, The relations and friends, if found, would 
piobably give the information to the Chief Con- 
stable who was making the enquiry about the 
insane’s residence and friends The Chief Con- 
stable would generally make the enquiry at a taluka , 
the Head Constable in a petha Any pohce 
officer might make the enquiry, but the matter 
would be conducted by the Chief Constable Any 
police officer might be deputed to make the en- 
quiry, but the Chief Constable might and would 
probably verify it The Chief Constable would 
piobably call in the lelaoives and make general 
enquiries which would cover the point of cause 
of insanity Theie is not, as far as I know, any 
printed form or instructions to guide the enquiring 
officer, nor does he hold formal enquiries He 
simply hears what the people say I think a 
Chief Constable or other police officer of ordinary 
intelligence would accept the cause as ganja 
smoking if it were alleged I have never heard, 
so fai as I lememhei, of a Magistrate sending 
back the reports in a case of lunacy foi further 
enquiry legaiding the lunatic’s history oi other 
matters The report is simply an explanation of 
the pohce action in the matter. I do not know 

s2 
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i£ tlio report is used for Ibo purpose of filling up 
a printed form I have never heard of pnnjn 
ns be»ng the cause of cnses of intoxication on the 
Bailnnj I have never had to deal with sniug- 


pling of the hemp drups m the Hailwnj Tim 
pniya shops nre, with the hquor shops, clo’wl 
during the Moharmtn, hut that is llm onl^ occa* 
Sion on winch the precaution is tntcn 


63 Biidcitcc of Mn B W E H Vinclst, C I E , Officiahvo Covinitmoncr 

of JPoUcc, Jlonxhay. 


Oral coidcncc, 

Queultov 1—1 am Acting Commissionor of 
Polieo in Bomhaj I have been over tnenlj nine 
jcnrs m India and twentj-five vcars in the I’olicc 
I have served in ciglit or niiio ditfircnt distnets in 
Sind and the presidenoj proper I have heeii 
five or BIX jears in the town of Bomb ij ud and 
on 

Qneilton 51, tic — I do not tlnnh tliat anv large 
proportion of bad characters are hnbilunl niodemt'' 
or excessive consumers of hemp drugs Tlie onlv 
connection of tho dnigs with crime is the crmio of 
■"lolcncc— niiiing nmiicl — attributed to the exces- 
sive use I have heard of such a case, but never 
seen one I had a case of tbo kind once, but 
could not verify tho allege 1 connection with hemp 
drugs I have therefore no adequate ground for 
asserting nnj such connection botwicn hemp 
drugs and this class of crime Tin re is no other 
connection between the drugs and crime that I am 
aware of. Nor do I know of aii} caoo in which 
the hemp drugs have been administered to faci- 
litate enmo, though I have often known of 
dhntura being used between fortj and fiftv 
cases in tho last two 3 cani Scvenl convictions 
have been obtiincd in sucli ciscs against two 
gangs which wo have been after for jears 

I made special inquiries at tho lime of tho 
recent Bombav nets ns to whether there was nnj 
increase in ilio use of hemp, and I am satiplud 
that it was not so Wc sliul up liquor and drug 
shops for the Miibarmni , because excited people 
sometimes fl> to liquor and intoxicants, and it is 
better tliej should not have them I have seen 
casual disturbances near liquor shops, but no, er 
near gnnja shops, 

Qt'cstton 45 — Inclnding the Ramusm I have 
about 2,400 men under mo in tbo forte In Bom- 
bay I have never bad occasion of knowing that men 
smoked, except in tbo case of two old jail birds who 
wore detectives The liabit seemed to produce Inri- 
ncss and untidiness a stupid, lazj , slov cnlj appe ir 
ance I suspected them from their aiipearauco and 
was told that they bad the babit Thc'o men were 
not under strict discipline So there was no 
offence against discipline on ibtir part Tliej 
were rather ’onto detectives, and I had not to 
dismiss them The habit did not interfere w itli 
their work They wore both Muhammadans 
Tbo cGcots of the drug have never forced them- 
selves on my notice at all in regard to tho Bombay 
police force 1 know of no case in ray expenonco, 
either as Commissioner or Deputy Commissioner 
of Police In Sind I ba/o bad to got rid of men, 
because they wore habitual ganja-smokers, I was 
told this I did not discriminate between differ- 
ent forms of tho drug They were got nd of 
because they were idle and slovenly, and took no 


interest in tbcir worl There might !« thne 
cascf 111 rnv six or roven jtnrs in Sind ft« Ih pjtj 
Siiperiiib ndent of Pohee In tin distnHs I held, 
the foriK! varied from ‘hlO men {in Slnlnrpnr) to 
1,600 (Knmelii) As regarded tlw^ men tin v were 
herc^litir^ smell r- 'llio fallur in om* took 
opium and licmp, and even Pnrop, 'an liquor lie 
was father of two of tin' nun cinplo)C'I in th" 
fori-e who follow id Ins example Tbev were good 
enough men with no tcndi'iiev to crime, but thej 
were devoid of intcre-t in tliiir work 1 flunk 
tlioir rmn was (lu" to gmja, not liqnor, ihou;,ii 
I was told tbtv took liquor aho. Clmms and 
bliaiig hive not I'Ccn sj’ccnllj brouglil to ni> 
noftc' Bi.t, ns I rav, tin different fn’nis of the 
drug were not distinguished until reecnth. If 
I 1 new that a timn babituall) rcKik ganja, even 
niCKlcmteU, 1 rlioiild not l£y'phini,ro 1 wmil! 
nlfo not have a man who was n inode-aSi Inp or 
drinker \on never know vdisrc a native's “m'di ra- 
tion " will c a«e The dongcr of hi- going on to 
cxccsi IS great in l.o*!i liquor and gmja , tiie man 
has broken awa} from the ordiii iry moral revtnints 
under whieh n native iinnllv lies Ifln’verea 
Bhil, 1 should tlnnk diGcrrntlj of the it 

IS the custom of th" Bhils to drml If n 
class IS hahitnall) given to intoxicants, niv 
feeling would not W to strong regartling n 
man of that cla's, but I should p-efi r the non- 
consumer of intoxicants, uiilcrs {ns in Kbande'b) 
I were compelled to take consumers Mv aver- 
sion in roganl to hemp drugs is due ratlur to fi-ar 
of the unknown rcsuUr that might ensue than to 
any cxi>erieuco I have had of evil re^nlls It is 
also due to a certain extent to the ill repute of 
hemp drugs Piimshmonts for dninkonnesa arc 
more frequent, but nre ako vcrj rare indeed- 
Tliofc w bo cbioflv two tbo drugs are ndhus, 
baimgis, nnd fakirs The} would 1^ nmio)cdb> 
prohibition and would go to some other means of 
securing the oblivion tbej desire Tlmv might 
take to dhntura, of winch the cGects are more 
dangerous and more lasting. If thej conld get it 
cheap enough, tliej might take to liquor, 

I have seen much of the people, csneciallv 
when I was a Eubordiiiato officer Tho effects of 
tho drugs are not considcrohle, and I hcliovo that 
niij inlorforcnco in the wnj of prohibition would 
appear needless nnd cause great discontent, bnt 
would not have serious political results I nl'o 
think that it would bo unncccssarj , though I think 
there should Iw more supervision nnd control than 
at present The shops should not bo closed, but 
should ha suporv ised nnd controlled, because, ns 
in tho case of liquor shops at home, had chaniclon* 
are wont to assemble there It is n mistake to 
close them It does not decrease consumption, 
hut it takes tho consumers awnj from police 
supervision 
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54'. Evidence of Mu H Kennedy, Eistnct Superintendent of Eolioe, Almednagar 


1. Have questioned my subordinates and 
persons acquainted ivitli tbe cultivation and sale 
ot bemp drugs , also those who are addicted to 
then consumption 

2 Yes, the definitions are correct, hut round 
ganja is not known in this district, nor is chur, 
but bhusa or ganja dust is known and is somewhat 
equivalent to chur It is exported to Europe, 
and IS also used occasionally in place of bhang, 
having a milder effect Gania bhusa or gan 3 a 
dust, charas, and bhang are all known, the latter 
when taken in the form ot a beverage being also 
known as ghota (the common teim here) and 
thandai 

3 In the Nagar district only Talukas Nngar, 
Karjat, Newasa, Kahun, Kopergaon, Sheogaon, 
Parner, Shrigonda Abundant in the first three 

4 Male plant is generally called bhangera, 
female plant gan 3 a The latter is also known as 
green tobacco All refer to the same plant. 

5, Wild hemp is apparently unknown It 
does glow, however, as I have a male and female 
plant in my compound, from which I gather it 
grows elsewhere, though I have not seen oi heard 
of it 

G. There is a kind of gan 3 a which is known 
as ran gan 3 a, but this term is only applied to 
gan 3 a that depends upon the rainfall, as distinct 
from well water or irrigation, for its cultivation 

7 (o) Yes 

(i) Charas is also produced in the pickmg 
and preparation of the plant for gan 3 a , but it is 
not produced specially for consumption , or, if so, 
it IS surreptitiously so used. At Malta, taluka 
Newasa, and at Kamargaon, taluka Nagar, it is 
cultivated for seed purposes 

(c) and (d) Yes 

5 The plants grown exclusively for seed pur- 
poses are known as bhang plants, because the best 
bhang comes from them 

9 Garden land and black soil are best for its 
cultivation A plentiful supply of water and 
careful manuring required , also ploughing and 
harrowing One man required to watch every three 
bigas ot land cultivated, for weeding The male 
plant has to be carefully eliminated when cultivat- 
ing for production of gan 3 a One male plant will 
sterilise a whole field of ganja. 

In cultivating for seed purposes the female 
plant IS eliminated 

10 The ordinary cultivator class. Some 
Brahmins grow the hemp also 

11. Not known, but probably not as far as this 
district IB concerned, as wild hemp is not known 
The result would probably be spuiious gan 3 a 

12 No, so far as this distiict is concerned 

13 A permit has to be obtained for the prepa- 
ration of ganja but not for the cultivation of the 
hemp plant — vide answer to question 9 

The Akola and Sangamner talukas being in 
pai ts roefey would not be smtable for the cultiva- 
tion of the hemp plant to any gieat extent 

14 Yes, everywhere where the hemp plant is 
cultivated, but chiefly Nagar 


Charas can be procured direct from the culti- 
vators if wanted, but is not prepared ordinanly for 
consumption 

15 The hemp plant grows to about tbe height 
of a man Ganja, when plucked, has to be left to 
dry , it IS then trodden, again left to dry and again 
trodden, before it is fit to use When required for 
consumption, it is well washed and piessed, the 
cleansing process being frequently resorted to In 
fact, the oftener it is washed the strongei it be- 
comes It is then mixed with dry tobacco and 
smoked, the admixture bringing out its effects 
If smoked in the crude state, it is said to produce 
cough and chest affections It is also eaten with 
salt, pepper, and ghee, called fakhi, when mixed 
in this way It can be, but is never, eaten by 
itself, pepper is a nne gua non if nothing else is 
mixed with it Ganja is also made up into sweet- 
meats When required for this purpose, it is put 
into a pot of water boiled, and then some ghee is 
added The water is boiled away, and the ganja- 
impregnated ghee remains, and is mixed with 
other ingredients, such as sugar, kuskus, almonds, 
and spices of sorts It is then said to be highly 
intoxicating, and its effects last a longer time 
When made up into sweetmeats, it goes by the 
names of majum, gulkand and yakuti, for which 
preparations a license to sell is required Gaiija 
18 also sometimes but rarely mixed with water and 
drunk, but never neat Pepper is always mixed 
with it In this form it is called ganja ghota. 
Bhang is sometimes eaten, but almost always 
taken in the form of a dnnk, in which case it is 
called ghota, also thandai The leaves of the seed- 
ing hemp plant called bhang plant make the best 
bhang They are used just as they are picked 
First they are baked or heated, and then put into 
a pot of water to boil The water is then strained 
off The residue is well washed, and the result is 
ghota Like ganja, the more it is washed the 
stronger it gets When thus prepared, it is taken 
with water, milk and sugar When mixed with 
other ingredients, it is well ground, washed, and 
strained The liquid only is taken Charas is 
never or very seldom taken by the people of the 
distnct It 18 used by foreigners It is mere- 
ly the glutinous substance that adheres to the 
hands and feet of those who pluck and tiead the 
hemp plant while pieparing it for ganja The 
substance is scraped off the hands and feet, and 
made up into little balls or plugs of a black colour, 
pieces of which are taken and smoked with dry 
tobacco 

To summarise Ganja is invariably smoked, 
bhang is used as beverage, both being capable of 
consumption in the form of sweetmeats Charas, 
when used at all, is invariably smoked 

16 Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their houses It can be prepared from the 
hemp plant wherever grown It is also prepared 
at gKosi-pubhc places, such as temples, dharmsalas, 
and places set apart for the purpose, 

17 Cultivators of the hemp plant, sweetmeat 
sellers, and those who consume the preparations, 

18 Ganja keeps for two years, gradually 
deteriorating in strength Bhang for one year, 
gradually deteriorating in strength Charas will 
keep for about a year, after which it loses its 
effect It gets dry within that period, and has 
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to be waimpd up bofoio iico Gmja and blmng m 
couuo oC time get dncd up and cnimblo lo dust 

19 Yes, but gan 3 a can bo either eaten or drunk 
ns already explained 

20 People o£ all enstea tmoko gaiiin Opium 
eatcis cbiefly indulge in charas smoking and 
foioigncr^!, up countrj men. 

21 The flat or trodden kind is tlm only one 
known in this district Gniiya dust or bluisi 
used to be thrown aua\ ns useless, but it is now 
expoitcd to ktiropo It is also occasionallj taken 
in place of bhang, being milder in its cficctp, 

23 No 

21 llhang not eaten as a rule, except uhen 
made into succtnicats 

Maravadis cliiptly, but also Paidcsis, llhntias, 
Gugan, and bairagis indulge m bhaiig-drinking 

25 It 18 dilfieiilt to pay , but probably the u=e of 
these dings is not on the inoreasc 'fho use of 
alcohol is gradually spreading among tbo classes 
that uould Ik! disposed to indulge m these intoxi- 
cants llhang-dnnking only may jiossibly be on 
the incicaso, if anything 

2G As regards gaiiya and bhang, one chatak of 
the drug per diem is considered modcrito, two 
chatakb oxcpssiie At this estimate probably 20 
percent ato moderate and 10 per cent excc'sivc 
consumers The rest probably do not take cither, 
or only so occasionally that no distinction can 
be drawn between them and non-consumers 

27 Gosains and bairagis are the chief con- 
sumers of both ganya and bhang JIubammad in', 
fal irs chiefly for ganja only, fllarwadis hhangoiily 
Force of example loads to the practice 

28 (ci) One chatak, costing one to two annas 

(4) Two chataks, coating two to four aniins 

29 Tide answer to question 15 Dhatura isnot 
used Tlio obyect of the admixtures is to make 
the drug palatable and to strcngtlion its effect 
Blmng massala consists of kuskiis, almonds, hi ick 
popper, rose petals, etc. No separate preparation 
kept ready made 

30 Cliildrcn no\cr indulge, women rarely 
except tbo prostitute class Gnnja smoking chiefly 
confined to prostitutes and the lower classes, both 
in solitude and m company. Bhang drinking 
common to all classes Jlarwadi women soine- 
tiines drink blmng Respectable women take 
neithei bhang nor ganya 

31 Easily formed, hut not so easily gi\en 
tip Like tobacco smoking, it develops from the 
moder itc into the excessive in course of litno Can 
be given up like smoking, but would bo felt more 
severely 

32 Blmng drinking is indulged in at Marwndi 
marriages Sometimes Brahmins at dinner parties 
and other convivial occasions take it with gram 
fried in ghee It is not an essential part of the 
ceremony or feast in cither case It is taken in 
moderation, and is neither inyunous nor calculated 
to develop a habit in this way 

33 Both ganya smoking and bhang dunking 
arc looked down upon if habitually indulged in | 
They give a man a bad name Bhangili or gotclnz ' 
and ganyedi or ganyebaz are terms of reproaoh for 
those who habitually indulge Habitual takei-s, 
if.otheiwiso respectable men, are ashamed lo admit 
tlieir failing There is no religious obyection to 
the drug m either form. The hemp plant is not 
worshipped. 


35 It would bo feasible to prohibit, but not to 
onUrcly slop the iwo of tliesc drugs They wonld 
assuredly bo consumed illicitly Prolnbition could 
not bo thoroughly enforced, and would cortnmly 
causn discontent, which wonld amount to a Bcrtou" 
embarrassmont, if not a political danger If for- 
bidden in any sliajm or form, recourse v.tinld be 
had uiidoiiblcdly lo alcohol, and aho to opium 

37 CImms smoking is said to be stronger and 
moro inyurions than ganya sniol ing Protlucr« 
boadnobe Gany v is said not to 

38 None but flat ganya known in tins dirtnet 

39 Ganya smol ing takes effect at once, and is 
said to be n more inynnous form of taking the 
drug limn cither eating or drinking it Bhang i» 
always dnink In this form not so strong as v hon 
eaten Is taken more ns a rcfro-liitig beverage, 
and chiefly in tbo hot weather 

40 Both g'lnya and bhang arc said to lie recom- 
mended by native doctors for dinrrhan, dysentery, 
and piles It is not I nown to bo used in the 
treatment of cittle disease. 

41 (rt) and (4) \cs. 

43 \ eo 

4t Tide answer to qnc«tion 41. Both ganya 
and blinng produce intoxication if to" frcly* taken 
Their consumption in moderation dcx'- no harm, 
and IS supposrd to incrca e the npis-titc Lffeet* 
of blmng drinking list four or fivohnir«, nnk-sr 
taken in excess J’fTctts of ganya einol iiig last an 
hour or two Of eating and drmhng, roino four or 
five hours The appetite for tlie-e drugs has to In 
jionodicnlly gratified, or longing and, to habitual 
cxccssives, even uncaMn^s would ensue. 

47 No 

4S Apjiarcntly has some ilTect on the progenv . 
r itherof fourteen and an habitual excxsMve emokor 
hero has only tliric cbildrcn living Lools a very 
emaciated specimen himself 

40 Prostitutes are said to n'D ganya and bhang 
I ns aphrodisiacs, hut this i« doubtful Mayum and 
! yakiiti (sweetmeats containing ganya and blmng) 
ino'lly taken by this class Tlicy are commonly 
helievod lo produce impotonce if indulged in to 
exco s Bairagi' nro supposed to take these dmgs 
freely to kill the desire for sexual mtcreovirse, but 
Ibis uso of the dmgs is extremely doubtful 

Jlcdcnito use of fho drugs causes no apparently 
noxious tlTecfs, though tlio cxcc-sivc u e does in 
the coureo of tune. 

61. It is generally found that had charactet> 
aro cilbor habitual or moderate consumers of bhang 
and ganya. 'laken, as bad characters are, from 
the lower orders who arc the most likely to in- 
dulge in these drugs, this is only natural The 
moderate use of the drugs loads to abusive and 
quarrelsome conduct. 

62 Indulgence in these drugs (ganya and bhang) 
would, in the case of a novice make him too in- 
toxicated to commit cnnio A moderate but habi- 
tual consumer wonld, if ho Were to indulge to ex- 
cess, probably lavo nud bccomo extitid, and would 
be loady to commit any crime of violence that 
first came into liis head If ho had a particular 
grudge against any one, it wonld quicken his im- 
pulse and dotenmnatioii to commit somo act of 
violence against that person 

The excessive uso of the drugs to nu habitual 
oxecssivc coiisumei would in tbo ond cau'o idiolty 
and insanity 
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53 I do know of a ease m which a sepoy of a 
Bilueh regiment, when undei the influence of 
gan 3 a or bhang — I forget which it was — ran amuck 
and shot at anyone he came across, killing and 
wounding vanous persons. It is believed that in 
cases of this soit, sepoys generally prime them- 
selves with ganja or bhang before proceeding to 
the execution of some pioiect they have probably 
been blooding over Jealousy regarding women 
is no doubt the most usual and primary reason 
for such outbursts, but ganjaand bhang play their 
part in fortifying to the point of committing 
crime, and generally, if not always, it ends in an 
act of violence. 

54< Yes, veiy often 

55 Complete stupefaotion can he induced by 
either gan 3 a or hbang without admixture. Cri- 
minals very often stupefy their victims in order 
to further thoir designs on them Prostitutes are 
often robbed in this way 

56 The effects of hemp used either in moder- 


ation or in excess are not supposed to be modified 
by admixture with other substances, to an appie- 
ciable extent They are rather intensified 

Dbatura is not used so much now in this part 
of the countiy foi stupefying so as to facilitate 
Clime Some 10 or 15 years ago cases of this 
kind were known in the district When dhatnia 
is so mixed, it causes complete stupefaction for 
a long time 

57 Gan 3 a and charas, when taken too freely, 
or even by a novice in moderation, have much the 
same effect, causing excitement, laving, determin- 
ates inclination to violent crime, talkativeness, 
abuse, insolence, fete , when taken in excess, torpor, 
giddiness and complete stupefaction, rendeiing the 
sub 3 ect helpless Taken in extreme moderatio n 
they produce a soothing and satisfying effect 
They are used to some extent as anaesthetics 
and are never known to be fatal in excessive 
quantities, though they cause extreme piostiatiou 


65 EmdenceofKTi J I>%strict Superintendent of Pohee, Satara 


I Conversation with consumers, with selleis, 
and from information gathered in connection with 
ofiicial duties. 

SI Yes By the names given 

7 Yes, 336 acres, 13 gunthas From the plant, 
gan 3 a, charas and bhang and seeds are made and 
extracted, hut this plant is not cultivated foi 
these purposes separately Cultivation of the 
hemp plant is chiefly earned on m the Rlianapur 
taluka and at the village of Lengri The area 
under cultivation in that taluka is 286 acres, 26 
gunthas , and m the other talnkas as follows — 

Walwa 13 acres , 10 gunthas 

Rhatao 25 ,, „ 

Tasgam 1 „ .17 „ 

K-horegam 10 „ .26 „ 

8 Theie has been no lecent considerable in- 
crease or decrease in area under cultivation 

9 Black neb soil is required for the cultivation 
of the plant, which is deeply ploughed and 
manured in May Seed is obtained from Nagat 
distnct and sown m July m lines, distant apart 
li feet After fifteen days the crop is thinned, and 
a month later weeded. If there is lack of ram 
the crop is watered every fifteen days, and is reaped 
about November It is then trodden under foot, 
and made up in bundles 

10 No special class i 

II Not in this district 

12. The so-called wild hemp is nowhere cultivat- 
ed for the production of gan 3 a m this distnct, 

13 It IS only restneted to the extent that the 
cultivator has to obtain a permit to enable him 
to dispose of his crop 

14 Yes, tmfe answer to question No 7, chap- 
ter II. 

15. Gan 3 a is prepared by the pods and leaves 
being collected and trodden under foot, while in 
a green state, for three or four days When diied 
they are separated from the pods by winnowing. 
The residue is bhang. Charas is the resinous matter 
issuing from the plant which sticks to the hands 
and legs of the labourer at the time of treading the 


gan 3 a Gan 3 a is used for smoLiug by soaking it in 
water for a few minutes, it is then rubbed for a shoit 
time in the palm of the hand, it is then mixed with 
ordinary tobacco and smoked Charas is used foi 
smoking by first heating on fire, then lubbing flat 
on band with water, then smoked with tobacco 
Charas is nob drunk Bhang is drunk with water, 
cardamoms, aniseed, milk and sugar after being 
well mixed and IS called gbota or kusumb Wild 
gan 3 a is not used 

1 6 Bhang is prepared by the people who use 
it in their houses or elsewhere It can be prepared 
from the hemp plant wherever grown 

17 The preparations are not made by any 
particular classes, but those who use it, 

18 Gan 3 a and bhang deteriorate if kept, after 
a yeai or so, the chief cause being damp and 
rot Damaged gan 3 a is said to give cough. No 
special measures to prevent deterioiation are taken, 
but it IS said that merchants mix old and damaged 
gan 3 a with the fresh when selling. 

19 Gan 3 a and charas are geneially used foi 
smoking only, but charas is very little used in this 
distnct 

20 By all classes and in all localities Eougb- 
ly between 5 and 10 per cent of the people may 
be said to smoke gan 3 a 

21 Flat ganja is preferred to round, Pooi 
people who cannot afford the flat get chur 

22 Charas when used is the local produce 

28 Bhang is sometimes used for smoking when 
gan 3 a is not to be had 

24 Bhang is not eaten, and is very little diunk 
habitually. 

25 The use of ganja is said to be on the in- 
crease Can give no reason 

26 It IS impossible with any degree of accuracy 
to give proportions, but it may safely be said that 
the greater proportion of ganja smokeis aie 
moderate consumers 

28 The habitual moderate smoker may be said 
to consume about 1 tola a day, the cost jier tola 
being about half a pice 

29 Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with ganja 
and lessens its effect Dhatura is veiy occasion- 
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ally used to give ginja a more intoxicating efioot 
Bbang mnssala is unknown hero 

30 It IS not usual for childion to consumo 
'these dings 

31 The habit of smobng gan 3 a is easily formed 
and IS difficult to break off There is a tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive, but this IS by no means a natural result 

32 There is no custom here, social or religious, 
in regaru to the consumption of tlio drug 

83 The habitual consumer of the drug is 
generally regarded as degraded and not much 
trust or confidence can be reposed in such a 
peison. 

34) To the habitual consumer the foregoing of 
the drug would be a senoiis privation, as Ins 
health would suffer thereby and ho would lose his 
energy, appetite, and digestion, 

35 It would not, in my opinion, be practicable 
to prohibit the use of ganja It would lead to 
much discontent and means would bo found to 
obtain and consume it illicitly. I esunot say the 
discontent would amount to a political danger 
Tho prohibition would, in some cases, probably bo 
followed by a recourse to alcoholic stimulants, or 
other drugs. 

36. No 

38 The smoking of ganja is said to havo a longer 
lasting intoxicating effect than tho other two 

40 Is sometimes presonbed by native doctors 
os a febrifuge and for dysentery , also for cattio 
or horses having colds 

41 Those who use it appear to think that the 
moderate use of ganja has benehoirl effects as a 
digestive, The use is not restricted to mj parti- 
cular class 

42. Tho moderate use of ganja does not appear 
to ho altogether harmless It seems to produce 


coughs, and a weakening tendency if consumed 
habitually 

43 Yes. 

44 It appears to produce a sort of pleasant 
intoxication It does not allay hunger but 
promotes it After the intoxication stage, whith 
lasts generally from three to seven hours, the 
consumer feels languid and dull Tho want of 
subsequent gratification produces desire for it, 

45. The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang appears to impair the constitution and 
produce chest affections It induces lavincss, and 
probably impairs to some extent the moral sense 
It probably deadens the intellect, but I havo no 
personal knowledge of any instanco where it 
produced insanitj 

46. Tlie habitual excessive use of the drug 
might probably ovontuallj produce insanitj . 

47 No 

49 Prostitutes sometimes use tho drug to pro- 
duce a mild intoxicating effect. The use of hemp 
IS said to produce impotoncy 

51 and 52 No 

68 I can recall no case in which it has led to 
temporary homicidal frenzj , 

64 I havo never heard of such use being made 
of it hj criminals 

55. Such instances arc not known in this 
district 

50 By tho admixture of dliatura intoxication 
is increased, and decreased bj mixing with tobacco 

67 Neither ganja nor charas is eaten or drunk 
here 

03 and 61 No 

68 There are tliirtj-fonr shops in this district 
having licenses to sell ganja. 


66. Bmdence of Majou T. R M. Macpieeiison, District Supei inleudent of Dohee, 

Foona, 


1, None in particular 

2 Dr Pram’s definihons may ho accepted for 
this district Each of tho products is locally 
known by tho same names 

7 Hemp is cultivated in a few places in the 
Indapui, Shiiair, and Khed talukas of this dis- 
trict Charas is not used here. The other pro- 
ducts are collected 

10 They form no special class, but are the 
ordinary agricultural cultivators 

13 The cultivation is not restnoted to any par- 
ticulai part of this district 

14 Ganja and bhang are prepared in the Inda- 
pur, Shirui, and Khed talukas 

17 There is no special class 

18 They do deteriorate They keep good for 
about two years Damp is the chief cause of 
deterioration 

21 Flat ganja is preferred for smoking 


22 It IS not gencrallj need in this distnet, 

23 It IS not used for smoking 

80 Tho consumption of these drugs is chiefly 
confined to tho male sox. 

36. (a) No, 

{6) It would bo consumed illicitly 
(c) It could not ho enforced 
(rf) Yes 
(e) Possibly, 

(/) Probably to both, if the prohibition could 
be enforced. 

43 Yes. 

61. («) No. 

(4) No connection whatever. 

63 It IB said to No, I know of no case 

68 Tliere are hcensed shops 

69 No , the wishes of the people are not con- 
sulted befoie opening shops. 
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b1 Emdevce of Mr. P. T Y Arstin, JDisinct Superintendent of Police, Surat. 


1 From personal observation in different parts 
of tlio presidency and in Sind, in winch province it 
IS extensively used 

2 Tlio definitions giien by Dr Pram may be 
generally accepted as correct Bhang and its pre- 
parations are known in Gii 3 nrat ns bhang oi subji, 
mn 3 n, vijia, and Slnva’s butti Oharas is known 
by that name, but is not sold or used m this 
distnct. Cianja is the name given to the dry 
flowering tops of the female plants Flat or 
cliepta ganjn is also sold, but round ganja is not 
specially prepared 

3 The hemp plant, so far ns I know, docs not 
grow Epontancously many of tboGu3arat districts 
It It said, howeier, to grow wild in the Palanpur 
Superintendencj 

7 Hemp is ciiltuatcd to a small extent m tins 
distnct for use as bhang, from 20 to 25 acres be- 
ing under cultivation in the Chorasi and Olpad 
talukas. 

8 There has been a decrease during recent years 
in ihe acreage under hemp cultnation in tins 
district In I8b!) some 30 to 35 acres were so 
cultivated id the Chorasi taluka alone , but the 
cultivators not being able to sell it to the licensee 
it had to be destioyed, as they' cannot otherwise 
dispose of it 

9 Yellow loam or sandy soil is the best It 
does not grow well in black soil The ground 
requires to be well ploughed and frequently har- 
rowed, and nil clods broken, and the growing crop 
to be well weeded. The male plants, called bhati- 
gro, are also uprooted Two crops are obbnuablo 
in the 3 'ear, but not on the same ground The 
khnnf crop is said to contain more narcotic pro- 
perties than the rabi 

10. The cultivation of hemp is not restricted to 
any particular class of cultivators 

ll Not that I am aware of 

13 Hemp is not cultivated for ganya in this 
distnct, or in any part of Guyarat, so far as I 
know. 

I't, Bhang to the extent of 150 to 200 maunds 
IS produced in this district, but ncithei ganya nor 
charas is prepared 

15 Bhang is prepared ns follows — After the 
plants are cut down they arc allowed to dry foi 
some days. They are then tied up in bundles and 
beaten on tbc thieshing floor in order to separate 
the seeds and leaves from tbe stalks The seeds 
and powdered leaves are then passed through a 
sieve for the purpose of removing the small bits 
of broken stalk 

1C Bhang is generally prepared by people in 
I tbeir own houses By this I mean the prepara- 
tion of the bhang as drunk from the bhang sold 
in the shops and not the preparation of bhang 
from the plants themselves Bhang can be pre- 
pared from the plant wherever grown, I believe, 
and so also can ganya, but I cannot say whetbei 
ganya and charas can or cannot be prepared from 
the wild plant 

17 By no particular class as regards the pre- 
paration made in this province 

18 Bhang deteriorates and loses its narcotic 
properties if kept for more than about 12 months, 
and, if allowed to get damp, gets mildew ed and 
useless much eailior Keeping it in closed 
receptacles and fiec from moisture will retard this 
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deterioration for a few months The placing of 
mercury in open vessels among the bhang is said 
to prevent it from getting worm-eaten, 

19 In this distnct ganya is used only for 
smoking , charas is not obtainable 

20 The smoking of ganya is not restiicted to 
any particular class , but it is chiefly so used by 
the lower classes, and specially by fakirs, sadhus, 
bairagis, etc, 1 do not believe that anything like 
5 per cent of the people of this district smoke 
ganya. 

21 Flat ganya is much prcfeired Bioken 

ganya, called kam or chur, is said to contain less 
narcotic properties and to cause cough Bound 
ganya is generally used in the Deccan, and chur 
or broken ganya m Sind ' 

23 Charas is not used in this distne*- 

23, Not that 1 am aware of 

24 Very few people eat bhang About 5 per 
cent, of tbe population of this distnct, made up 
from persons of all classes, drink bhang I doubt 
if e\ en 1 jicr cent cat it 

25 Tbe use of ganya and bhang is, if any thing, 
on the decrease in this distnct, and probably 
tbronghont Guyarot The decrease in tbe use of 
ganya is mainly attributable to its increased price, 
which prevents the very poorest classes from 
u«;ing it to the same extent as foimerlj, and the 
decrease m the use of bhang is owing to the 
increasing disinclination of the better classes to 
take the nec^sBary trouble in prepaung it, and to 
the more general use of liquor, especially tbe 
cheaper sorts of Europe spirits 

26. Ganja —Assuming that 5 per cent of the 
people of this district smoke ganya, which is 
probably over the mark, then of habitual moder- 
ate consumers there might be 2J per cent., of 
habitual excessive consumers 0 50 pei cent , 
occasional moderate consumers per cent , and of 
occasional excessive consumers 0 50 per cent , and 
the same percentages would fairly represent the 
proportion of bh ing drinkers falling under these 
several descriptions, 

27 While the smoking of ganya is more gene- 
rallj confined to ihe lower classes, no such limit- 
ation applies in respect to the drinking of bhang, 
and although the habitual use of it is deemed 
disreputable, the occasional indulgence of the 
habit IS not looked upon as degrading 

28 Ganja— 

Habitual moderate consumer, 1 to If pies 
worih 

Habitual excessive consumei, 3 to 4 pies 
worth 

'Bhang — 

Habitual moderate consumer, 2 pies worth 

Habitu.il excessive consumer, 3 to 6 pies worth 
a day. 

29 Ganja — 

(а) Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with gauja for 
smokine, the ganya being first washed to cleanse 
it from impurities 

(б) Sometimes ganya is washed in rose water 
and cardamom seeds added Dhatuia is not, so 
fai as I know, so used. Sometimes a chilliim is 
made from a piece of sugaicaue, and ganya so 
smoked is said to have an increased intoxicating 
efieet, hut the chief reason foi the admixture 

T 
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of other ingredients is to give the ganja a more 
agreeable flavoui 

The ingredients ordinarily mixed with bhang 
ire pepper and poppyseeds, while those exception- 
nil}’ so used are sugai, rose biido, almonds, pista- 
chios, fennel seed, cardamoms The admixture of 
dhaturn seeds is very exceptional The object of 
these additions is to render it more palatable 
Bbang massala is a conseive of rosebuds, almonds, 
caidamoms, pistachios and eerlmn aromatic seeds, 
which is specially prcpaied and sold for mixing 
with bhang 

80 Among tlio lower classes who arc addicted 
to smoking gnnja or drinking hhang, both are 
generally practised in company, and while among 
the better classes the smoking of ganja is consider- 
ed disreputable, the drinking of bhang among one’s 
friends is not so icgnrdcd Both practices arc 
almost altogethei confined to the male se\, and it 
is veiy unusual, indeed, for children to be allowed 
to mdnlge in either of these drugs. 

81 The habit of eithei smoking or drinking is 
easily formed, but its discontinuance, except by 
excessive consumeis, is not difficult There is a 
tendency, espetnllj as regards ganja, for the 
moderate use to deieloji into the exccssuo. 

32 In the woiship of Shna on the Maha 
Shivaratri a preparation of bhang is sprinkled over 
the Shivnlingnm and some placed in a vessel before 
it ns an offeiiug, which is nfterwaids distributed 
among the people present I cannot snj wlictber , 
this oustom is essential, but itis the usual practico, , 
and the large number among whom the bbung is . 
distributed prevents its excessive consumption on ' 
such oeoasions The use of hhang on such orca- I 
sions IS hardly likely to dev elop into a Inbit, as ' 
many of the woishippers, especially those not 
addicted to its use, drink only as much as they 
can hold in the palm of the hand 

33 Smoking of ganja is generally regarded as 

disreputable , but the same cannot be said of the 
moderate use of bhaug Possibly the fact that 
ganja smoking is more generally confined to the 
lower classes accounts for its being so considered 
by the well-to do, and a lespectable person who 
would not mind his fnends knowing that he occa- 
sionally used bbang would, in case he had acquir- 
ed the habit of smoking ganja, be very careful to 
keep it a secret The hemp plant, so fai as I , 
know, IS not an object of woisbip ' 

34 It would be n seiions piivation to fakirs, j 
sndhtis and habitual smokers to be oompellod tofore- 
go the use of ganja, and the same lemark would 
apply to the habitual diiuker of bbang, though not 
to the moderate consumer H abitual galija smokers 
would, I think, suffer from indigestion if the 
practice were suddenly abandoned 

35 I do not eonsidoi that it, would 'be possible 
to prohibit the use of any of these drugs, unless the 
growth of the hemp pLnt be entirelj prohibited , 
but any such stiingent measure would -certainly 
cause discontent, and it might possibly amount to a 
political danger, as the time-honoured pradtices of 
fakirs, sadhus and other more or less venerated in- 
dividuals who have the ear of the people, especinlly 
of "the lower oidero, would be interfered with 
Any such prohibition, even if it were possible, 
would lead to an increased use .of liquoi 'and of 
other drugs, 

86 I think that the use ofialcobol is gradually 
takmg the place of bhang among the ibetter 
classes Of consumeis m this pait of India /This 
18 probably due to the increased fiioihties,.espBoi- 
ally in towns, forfohtaining 'cheap iforeign spiiits. 


the importation of which has vciy largclj increased 
during iccent years 

37 A greater degree of intoxication is produced 
by charas than by ganja 

38 Flat ganja is supposed to have more in- 
toxicating effect than round ganja oi clmr, 

89 The habitual smoking of anj preparation of 
hemp IS, I considei, more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of hhang The continned, 
though moderate, use of gaiija appears to dry up 
the natural fluids, and to prematurely age and give 
a haggard appearance to the consumer, whereas 
no such marked changes are, as a rule, iioticonhle 
in the moderate bhang drinker 

40 I am unable to say whether any of these 
drugs arc hnbitiially prescribed by nativ e doctors, 
but bhang is supposed to possess valuable medi- 
cinal properties, and to he useful in cases of gonor- 
rhcca and remittent fever Bhang and ganja are 
sometimes administered to assist the digestive 
organs and also for the euro of colic 

41 (a) Ganja smoking in moderation assists 
digesfaon 

(J) Yes 

(c) The moderate use of ganja is supposed to 
he beneficial in the prevention of fever and in 
reducing the ill-effects likely to follow the habi- 
tual use of had water , while from hhang a cool- 
ing drink IS prepared which is said to bo verj 
beneficial in intermittent fever 

Bhang and ganja are so used bj the poorer 
classes, both hahituall} as also occasionall} 

43. Yes, so far ns 1 have observed. 

44 IThe immediate effect of ganja smoking is a 
■greater or le=s degree of intoxication, whereas 
some time elapses before the bhang dnnker arrives 
at that stage, and both have a temjioranly refresh- 
ing effect Ganja smoking creates appetite, or 
more correctly spiaking voracitv, which, if habi- 
tually full} appeased, leads to digestive troubles 
The duration of 'the offeot of either smoking or 
flniiknig ganja and hhang depends to a great 
extent on the constitution of the consumer, hut 
with a moderate dose should not last more than 
about two hour-:, and there remains a certain 
amount of diowsiness after the .intoxication has 
passed off "Vi’ant of subsequent gratification 
produocs longing .and uneasiness, hut to a greater 
extent in the caso of the ganja smoker than in 
that of the bbang drinker 

45 The habitual moderate Tise of ganja has a 
dendencj to impoverish the constitution unless the 
consumer is accustomed to nourishing food, and 
though, when first indulged in, at increases 
appetite, it nltimatelj , I think, .impairs the 
digestive powers, and in many instances causes 
asthma It, induces laziness, but.not immoiality , 
and, while it deadens the intellect, does not, if 
used 111 moderation, c.ause insanit} An immoderate 
use of ganja causes temporary insanity, .and 
after irecovery the same symptoms may be xein- 
duced by a return to the immoderate use of it 

Bhang —The habitual moderate use of hhang 
IS not supposed to impair the constitution, nor 
does it affect the digestive organs dike ganja It 
does not cause dysenterj, bronchitis or asthma, 
bnt induces habits 'of laziness, and possibly of 
immorality It does not, howevei, deaden the 
intellect 01 produce insamtj 

47 '■No. 
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48 r do not think that the habitual excessive 
use of these drugs is likely to become a hereditary 
habit, m to affect to any great extent the offspring 
of such consumers 

49 I do not think that ganja is used as an 
aphrodisiac, though bhang and ma]nm probably 
aie Ma 3 um is sometimes so used by prostitutes 
Doubtlessly, if so used, the effects would be more 
injurious than if used as an ordinary narcotic 
The excessive smoking of ganja induces impot- 
ency, and it is used for this purpose by sadhus 

5 1 Not so far as I am aware of, and I don^t 
think that there is any general connection between 
the habitual model ate useisof these drugs and any 
particular class of cnminals 

5^ Neithei do I think that even the excessive 
use of any of these drugs has any connection with 
any general or special class of crime 

53 Excessive indulgence doe«, I conaidei, in- 
cite to unpremeditated violence, though not to 
crime. Habitual ganja smokers aie, when under 
the influence of the ding, inclined to be quarrel- 
some, and, if interfered with, to commit acts of 
violence. 

54. So far as my experience goes, these drugs 
are not used by cnminals preparatory to commit- 
ting premediated crime, for increased cheeifulness 
and good humour, followed by drowsiness, is the 
effect generally produced 

55 I do not think that the preparations of 
hemp are so used, though complete stupefaction 
can be induced if they are partaken ol in large 
quantities by persons unaccustomed to them 

56 The effects of ganja are modified by ad- 
mixture of tobacco and of bhang by the use of 
different massalas, while excessive habitual useis 
mix dhatura seeds with both ganja and bhang 

58 The present system is working well, and I 
have no suggestions to offei as to its improvement 
Only one license for the retail sale of ganja and 
bhang, and another for their exportation are issued, 
and cultivators can only sell then crops to one or 
the other licensee 

60 Ganja is not made from the hemp grown in 
this district or m any part of Gujaiat, so far as I 
know 


61 Chatas is not piepaied in this part of India. 

62. The Qultivation of hemp is controlled in 
this district, as also lu the other paits of the 
presidency, inasmuch as the cultivator has to take 
out a license, and though the license does not 
specify the amount which may be grown, the 
extent to which it is cultivated is limited to the 
quantity he can induce the licensees to purchase at 
a lemunerative rate^ All not so disposed of has 
to be destroyed 

63 I have no objections to offei to the present 
system. ' 

64. No 

65 Yes. 

66 I do not consider it desirable to have differ- 
ent lates of taxation tor the different kinds of 
ganja 

67. None 

68, Neither in this dis'iicfc, noi, as fai as I 
know, in any district in Gujaiat, are any shops 
licensed to sell these drugs to be consumed on the 
premises. Ganja and bhang are sold m twenty-two 
''hops in tins district, eight in the city of Snrat and 
fourteen in the different talukas, and the annual 
sales amount to about 80 maunds of ganja and 
40 of bhang 

69 The wishes of the neighbouring shopkeepers 
are not, so far as I know, consulted before the 
issue of a license tor the sale of these drugs, and 
as they aie not consumed on the premises, no 
ohjeotion is ever raised, and, I do not consider 
that loc d public opinion should be in any way 
consideied, for these prepaiations of hemp aie very 
often sold by gram sellers, tobacco shopkeepers, 
etc , and their sale is no moie likely to be objec- 
tionable to the neighbouring shopkeepers or to the 
public than the sale of any other commodity 

70 This distiict is much mtei'eoted with Gaik- 
wari territory, and prior to 1892 both bhang and 
ganja weie to some extent smuggled from the 
State, but the introduction of the license system 
into the Baroda State has almost entireh pie- 
vented this smuggling , and to this is also due 
the increase in the sales of ganja and bhang in 
this district duitng the past as compared with 
former years 
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I Nothing beyond my own observation and the 
little expeiience ordinarily obtained 

4 It IS known by the name of ganja plant, and 
lefers to exactly the same plant 

It glows generally in the Satara and Ahmed* 
nagar districts and soon after the rainy season. 

6 It IS scattered 

7. Ftde No 5 

8. I cannot say 

9 I am not acquainted with the method of its 
cultivation 

II I do not know 

14 and 15 (a) Ganja is the leaves of gnnja tree 
Seeds are found when it is dried When the 
seeds are sown they produce the bhang plants 
Ganja IS u«ed only for smoking fl'he plants are 
called nar and mada (male and female) Nar 
is bhang tree and mada ganja tree 
vol Vll 


(i) Chains is the gum of bhang tiee, and is also 
used for smoking 

(c) Bhang plants grow when ganja seeds aie 
sown Bhang is used for dunking only 

16, Bhang can be piepaied by the people m 
their houses, and it can be prepaied £iom the 
hemp plant, wheiever giown, Ganja can, but 
chnrns cannot. 

17, Specially Hindus, 

18, They do aftei some time , and no measuie 
can be taken to prevent then deterioration 

19, Ganja and charas aie used for smoking and 
also for medical purposes in rare cases in India 
and othei countries 

21 p'lat ganja and chur are used for smoking 
and drinking respectively 

22 Eoieign cbatas is cbiefly used, and it is 
imported fiom Arabia and Persia 
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23. No. 

25 It IS on the increase, it seems, in conse- 
quence of increase of population 

27 Ganja and hhang are used by a maiority of 
Hindus, and charas by a ma 3 onty of Muhamma- 
dans and a few Hindus 

29. Ganja is mixed with tobacco, and bhang 
with massala containing Lhaskas, black pepper, 
rose flower, sugar, elachi and badam Oharas is 
mixed with tohicco and sometimes with ganja 

80 In company and between the years of 
twenty and forty It is not usual foi children 
to consume any of these drugs 

31 The habit is easily formed, hut it is rather 
difficult to break off There is a tendency in the 
case of any of these drugs for the moderate habit 
to develop into excessive 

34 There would be no serious privation to con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use 

35. It would be feasible to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs It would he consumed 
illicitly if procuiable The prohibition could bo 


enforced by forbidding cultivation The prohi- 
bition would occasion for a time a slight dis- 
content which would not amount to political 
danger Half the number only would have re- 
course to alcoholic stimulants or other drugs. 

36 Yes, on account of change of fashion 

87 ( haras is stronger than gan]a. 

38 No, 

42 Harmful 

43 I think so 

44 It does produce intoxication. 

51 and 52 Yes The plans of enmes are gen- 
erally concerted either with the use of ganja, 
liquor or opium, according to the districts in 
which the use of these articles preponderates 
They never meet to plan an oflence without some 
such things being used at the time. 

53 Yes, I think No 

54 Yes 

56 "ies, in some ca^es Complete stupefaction 
can be induced 
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1. The answers to questions furnished by me 
are based on information received from consumers 
of the drug and otheis The hemp plant is not 
cultivated in tins State, noi does it grow spon- 
taneously, and, as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, it is not cultivated in the province of 
Guzerat 

2 Charas is not used in any form in this State, 
nor IB it imported by the vendors of the drug 
Occasionally visitors bring small quantities of it for 
their own use Habitual ganya smokers prefer 
it to ganja when procurable I have seen charas, 
and it IS generally smoked in Bombay by con- 
sumeis of the drug, who usually prefer it toganja, 
as its narcotic properties are said to be stronger 
than ganja There is only one kind of ganja used 
in this State, viz , flat ganya No such name as 
“ ohur” IS known in this State The only names 
by which the narcotic articles obtained from the 
plant are known in this State are subyi, bhang, 
ganja and charas The flower tops detached from 
the twigs, whether by accident or delibeiately, 
are called ganja 

3 I have never seen the hemp plant growing 
spontaneously in any district of which 1 have 
experience , occasionally an odd tree or so may be 
found near the haunts of fakirs or sadhus, but they 
are very r'>re The piesence of these tiees is 
accounted for by fakirs and sadhus, who say that 
seeds dwcaided when preparing ganja for smoking 
geiminate 

4 The wild plant is not found in this State, 
and the only information I have been able to 
obtain on this point is from gosains, sadhus and 
fakirs, who know it by the name of “lungli 
ganja ” 

5 and 6 I am unable to furnish any informa- 
tion on this point, as the wild plant does not grow 
in this province 

7 There is no cultivation of the hemp plant 

in this State, and, as far as I have been able to 
ascertain, I believe it is not cultivated throuo-h- 
out the province of Guzerat “ 

8 The plant is not cultivated in Ihis province 


9 I am unable to give any methods of culti- 
vation 

10 There are no cultivators of the plant in this 
province 

11, There is no cultivation of the plant in this 
province 

12 I have no personal knowledge of the cul- 
tivation of wild hemp, and no information can be 
obtiined on the subject hero 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant is not 
prohibited m this State 

14 Ganja is not piepareJ in this St ite, as 
defined in paiagraj.h (2) of the accompaniments 
by being rolled or tiodden undei foot The only 
ganja used in this State is flat ganja, and is said to 
be prepared from the cultivated plant, Charas is 
not pi epared here, nor 18 it imported Ganja and 
bhang are imported 

16 The only preparation ganja or bhang under- 
goes here is for eating or drinking See para- 
graph 19 

16 A decoction is made from bhang generally 
by people in their houses, and is known hero as 
bhang-ka-pani, bhang or subji The wild plant 
IS not piocnrable here, but I have been given to 
understand by fakirs, sadhus, and go^ains, who are 
habitual consumers of the diug in all its forms, 
that bhang can be prepared from the wild plant 
wheiever grown Ganja can also be prepared 
from the wild plant wherevei grown Fakirs 
sadhus and gosains, when travelling, use it, but 
they preter the cultivated plant when procurable 

17 The decoction referred to in the preceding 
paragraph known as bhang-ka pani is made by all 
classes in their houses m the hot season It is 
also asocial custom in Guzerat among all classes of 
Hindus to make this decoction on festive occasions, 
and it IS lavishly supplied by the host to his 
guests The custom is much the same as amongst 
the Rajputs and people of Kathiawar, who give 
their guests a decoction of opium called kasumba 

16 Gmjaand bhang deteriorite by keeping 
With ordinary care both will keep good foi about 
two yeais 1 am unable to say whether it ^infe 
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lo^es its effect in tinae Thtre are different opi- 
nions on tbis point It, however, deteriorates to 
such an extent that no consnmer of the drug, 
whether by eating, drinking or smoking, will buy 
old gnnja or bhang if ho can possibly get fresh, 
and the freshei the better he likes it, as its effect 
IS said to be stronger The only oanse of deterio- 
ration that I know is dampness If ganja or 
bhang be kept in a damp place or got wet by rum, 
it immediately detoriontes, and in a short lime 
becomes absolutely useless The only measures 
adopted by the vendors of the drug, who keep it in 
largo quantities, is to keep it in a dry place and 
occasionally expose it to the sun 

19 Charas, I behove, is only usedfoi smoking 
Ganya is eaten in various ways It may be eaten 
aloue, or mired with food It is generally eaten 
here and throughout Gnzeiat in two ways, viz,, 
inijiim and fakki The following are the ingredi- 
ents used in the preparation of majum For one scor 
of majum, two seors ganja, one seer and a quarter 
of ghee, and one seer of sugar The following is 
the process of preparation of majum. Two seers 
of ganja or bhang are pounded to dust and tied up 
in a cloth and soaked in water for three day s, 
after |which it is well washed several times until 
it does not discolour the water It is then put 
into about 8 gallons of water and boiled for about 
three hours One seer of ghee is then added to 
the water whilst boiling After tbo ghee is 
added, the whole is boiled for about four hours 
The water and ghee are then strained through a 
cloth and the ganja thrown away The water 
and ghee are allow ed to stand for two days, and 
when the ghee congeals and floats to the surface 
-of the water, it is skimmed off About quarter 
seer of fresh ghee is then added to the ghee im- 
pregnated with the essence of ganja or bhang, 
and the whole is again boiled Whilst boiling 
one seer of fine sugar is added, and the whole is 
boiled for about half an hour It is then poured 
into a shallow dish and allowed to congeal, and 
when cold, is cut into slices of vanous sliapcs 
The average quantity of majum for an adult 
1 = from one to two tolas Some are of course 
able to take more, but if taken to excess it pio- 
duces intoxication Majum made from bhang 
IS not 60 strong as that made from ganja Theic 
IS a far greater demand for majum during the 
rainy sea'on than any other time There is 
only one man licensed to sell it His sales for the 
year amount to about 4r maunds or 161) lbs. It 
is sold at ten annas per seer It is used on fes- 
tive occasions, hut rarely used bahitunlly. It is 
principally used by building contractors, who 
give it to their labourers, men and women, when 
making concrete roofs or floors to houses This 
accounts for the singing invariably heard 
when men and women are engaged on such 
works Tlie object of admmistenng it to labourers 
IS said to ho to stimulate them, and give them 
energy for their work It is often made much 
stronger than desenhed above The licensed 
vendor usually keeps in stock a quantity of ghee 
impregnated with the essence of ganja, so if he 
gets an order for majum, he can supply it at 
short notice by simply adding fresh ghee and 
sugar to it This ghee, which is called ganja- 
ko-ghec, will keep good for about a year if kept 
in a cool place The following is the recipe 
for fakki and its mode of pieparation In- 
gredients — ganja 1 seer, ghee \ seer, li seer 
fine sngar, kliaskhas or poppy seed t seer, 
carrawiy seeds i seer The ganja is first well 
washed until it does not discolour the water 
and then exposed to the sun to dry It is then 


fried in the ghee until the agglutinated sub- 
stance dries, and the ganja orumbles into dust 
when rubbed between the fingeis The sugar and 
other ingredients are then mixed with the ganja, 
but are not fried, FiLki can also be made with 
bhang, hut is usually made with ganja Fafcki is 
sold at ten annas pei seer The habit of eating 
majum and fakki, I believe, obtains throughout 
Guzer it, 

20 Chaias is niely smoked heie, except by 
occasional visitors The people who usuallv 
smoke charas are gosains, sadhus, fakiis and 
mendicants. About one per cent of ordinary 
membeis of society smoke ganja They rarely 
smoke it in their houses, hut usually resort to the 
haunts of fakirs, sadhus and gosains There are 
some who smoke the drug sun eptitiously Hindu 
and Muhammadan smoLeis are m about equal 
proport on The foimer seek the com-pmy oi 
sadhus and gosams, and the latter fakirs, when 
they want to indulge in the drug, though it is not 
unusual for a Hindu to have his smoke at a 
fakir’s luclaya, and a Muhammadan with a sadhn 
or gosain No caste prejudices are observed m 
the use of the ganja “ chillum ” 

21 Flat ganja only is locally consumed Peo- 

ple who have travelled through India say that 
they prefer lound to flat ganja, but the local resi- 
dents have no idea of its properties ' 

22 Charas is not used here, nor is it imported 
for general consumption 

23 Bhang IS never used for smoking here 

24- Mostly all natives in the city of Cambay, of 
nil castes and creeds, with the exception of Parsis, 
use bhang in moderate quantities during the hot 
season , but the habitual consnmers of the drug, 
whether by eating or drinking, would be about one 
in a thousand, 

25 The annual consumption cf bhang and 
ganja does not seem to fluctuate The average 
sale of the former for the past three years is ap. 
proximately two maunds or eighty lbs , and the 
latter twinty-five maunds or one ihoasaud lbs 
The licensed vendors of these drugs keep no ac- 
count of their sales 

26 No idea can be formed as to the proportion 
of habitual moderate consumers, habitual excessive 
consumers, occasional moderate consumers, and 
occasional excessive consumers There are three 
licensed vendors of these drugs in this State, 
which has a popnlatmnof 89,722 Tbo sales of 
these vendors amount in the aggregate to about 
35 maunds of ganja and about 5 maunds of bhang 
annually In the city of Cambay, which has a 
population of 31,390, there is one vendor whose 
aggregate sales amount to about 25 maunds of 
ganja and about 3 maunds of bhang He says 
he has about 175 regular customeis, who may bt 
either habitual, excessive or moderate consnmeis 
The sales of the other two vendors, who have shops 
in villages, amount in the aggregate to about ten 
maunds of ganja and two of bhang These figures 
include sales to travellers, visitors, and people ol 
the surrounding foreign teintories, who are not 
restricted from purchasing any of these drugs in 
Cambay limits 1 may add heie that ganja and 
bhang are much cheaper in Cambay territory thau 
in the surrounding British and Baioda territories 

27 Habitual excessive consumers are mostly 
fakirs, sadhus, gosains, and mendicants of vanous 
denominations, who wander horn place to place, 
and have no worldly cares Smoking the drag 
appears to he a great solacejto them in their solitary. 
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mon)6nts The habits of life of these people 
are too well known to need recapitulation Ooca- 
Bional moderate consumers belong to all classes 
of society, and no community can be specifically 

paiticularized as being more addicted to tbe use 
of these drugs thau others The habit of smok- 
ing these drugs is usually contracted from sadhus 
and fakirs Hindus reverence their sadhus and 
gosains, and in ordei to ingratiate themselves 
into then good graces are always ready to perform 
little offiees for them. The pieparation of the 
ganja pipe comes within the category of such 
offices, and when prepared they aie invariably 
asked by the bawa to light it, from which the 
habit IS usually contracted The same remarks 
apply to Muhammadans, who mvanably contract 
the habit from fakiisin the same way The habit 
of smoking ganja is also propagated to a cettain 
extent by ordinary members of society, who 
smoke it in their houses, and who always appear 
willing, and m fact anxious, to initiate novices 
into the use of the drug for the 'ake of company 

2S Tue average cost per diem to habitual mo- 
derate smokers ot ganja is one pice The cost to 
habitual excessive smokers of ganja is from six 
pice to two annas per diem. The habitual excessive 
smokers are mostly sadhus, gosains, and fakirs 
The majoiity of these people renounce the woild 
and its pleasuies The supply of the drug is 
practically no expense to them When once a 
sadhu, goSain, or fakir establishes himself in a 
place, he is visited by his caste-fellows, who supply 
the di ug and othei necessaries of life The cost 
to the moderate consumer of bhang, if taken 
without mgredients, is about half a pice To the 
excessive consumer, from one to two pice Bhang 
is drunk without ingredients by the poor classes, 
hut those who can afford it use milk and spices 
with it. 

29 Ganja is usually smoked with tobacco and 
sometimes with gooroku Dhatuia s not mixed 
with the drug for either drinking or smoking 
Ganja is said to be mixed with oil extracted fiom 
dhatuia seed for external application to the geni- 
tal organs in cases of impotence The habitual 
consumers of bhang of the pool classes drink it 
without admixtures Those who can afford to do 
so add the following ingredients to make it sa- 
vouiy and palatable, but with no other object — 
Milk, poppy seed, diied lose buds, cardamoms, 
ca'hew nuts, almonds, sugar, black or white pepper, 
nutmeg, cari-away seeds, cucumber seeds, and cha 
roll The abovementioned ingredients are called 
“ bhang-massala ” These ingredients are not sold 
mixed with bhang , people making bhang buy 
them separately and use them m quantities accord- 
ing to taste 

30 Ganja is rarely smoked in solitude unless 

surreptitiou«lj Smokers of the drug invariably 
prefer company The pipe oi chillnm is handed 
round to each person who takes two or fhiee 
inhalations and passes it on to the next person, 

and when the pipe is exhausted, it is refilled 

and passed round until all are satisfied. Tlere 

are some people who do smoke the drug in 

solitude, but very few No respectable female 
members of society smoke ganja or charas The 
wives of fakirs sometimes smoke ganja or charas, 
and also some depiaved members of society 
smoke it The habit of smoking ganja, when 
once acquired, is usually continued till death. 
There aio exceptional case« in which people have 
broken off the habit Children are never allowed 
to smoke the drug in any form here When they 
hav e attained the age of ten years, they are allowed 


to dunk bhang occasionally in small quantities 
during the hot season and on festive occasions 
Females of the lower clashes onlj, such as machis, 
mawchas, maynas, pomlas, dheds, and bhangis 
drink bhang 

31 The habit of smoking ganja is easily formed, 
as de'crihed in paragraph 27 The effect to a 
novice is usually most noxious It produces in- 
toxication, but if persisted in, these after-effects 
are overcome in time It is decidedly difficult to 
leave off smokmg ganja or charas, and there is a < 
tendency for the moderate use of the drug to 
develop into the excessive There are of course 
lots of consumers who can limit themselves to a 
cettain quantity and rarely exceed it. In the 
case of bhang it is quite different The occasional 
moderate use of bhang is not so hkely to develop 
into the excessive or become habitual 

There is not so much difficulty expeiienced by 
habitual consumeis to break off the habit as with 
smokers of ganja or charas. 

32 It IS a social custom in Gnzerat to use 
bhang on festive occasions, such as caste dinners, 
weddings and certain leligious festivals It is 
not incumbent on the host to supply his guests 
witn bhang, and in some communities the habit 
of drinking bhang publicly is in disrepute, al- 
though all classes use it m their houses, Knsnm- 
ba, a decoction of opium, is substituted for bhang 
by well-to-do classes , and the more lavishly this 
IS supplied by the host, the bettei he is thought of 
by his caste-fellows and fiiends Knsnmba is 
much deaiei than bhang, and there are many who 
do not care to use it, but will drink bhang with- 
out hesitation. The worshippers of Mahadev, 
Shankar, Shiva and other deities, on, certain reli- 
gious festivals, propitiate these gods by besmear- 
ing the idols with bhang This does not form 
an essential part of the “ puja,^’ but it is a re- 
cognised custom Many who do not use it in 
this way habitually do so when making vows as 
a method of mducing these deities to grant favours. 

The consumption of bhang on festive occasions 
la not likely to lead to the formation of the habit, 
and IS said to be injunous if taken in modera- 
tion. 

33 The habit of smoking ganja or charas is 
not tolerated in respectable society of any deno- 
mination, because it demoralizes and incapacitates 
those who become addicted to its use. The habit 
among sadhus, gosains and fakirs is tolerated, and 
non-smokers supply them with the drug, because 
they think it essential to their vocation Ganja 
and charas smokeis other than sndhns and fakirs 
are considered depiaved members of society, and 
their company is usually shunned by respectable 
members of society, of all communities For 
social and lehgious customs regarding the con- 
sumption of these drngs, see paragraph 82. The 
hemp plant is not worshipped by any sect in this 
State, and, as far as I have been able to ascertain 
from educated people, I believe it is not worship- 
ped by any sect in any part of Gnzerat 

84 I am of opinion that ic would certainly be 
a privation to excessive consumers, such as gosains, 
sadhus and fakiis and othei wandering devotees, 
to forego the use of these drugs, because they are 
exposed to the extremes of climate without sheltei 
or clothing, and seem to live for the ding alone. 

It also occurs to my mind that people of this class 
could not pocsibly reconcile themselves to such 
lives in the absence of these dings or their 
equivalents Their only ambition in life appears 
to be able to command a plentiful supply of the 
drug, and when under its influence they are happy 
with themselves and those around them, butm 
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their lucid moments, or when unahle to procure 
the drug, they are most dejected 

85 I am inclined to think that it would be 
impracticahle to piohihit the use o£ any of these 
drugs If the use of these drugs were prohibited, 
they would in my opiuion be u«ed illicitly The 
prohibition of the use of the drug would, I think, 
cause serious discontent among the consumers 
The discontent may not amount to a political 
danger, hut in view of the fact tint the use of 
the ding in its various forms is principally pro- 
pagated bv sidhus and fakirs, who command 
wonderful influence over the masses and are so 
blindly followed by them, it is quite possible that 
the^e sadbusj falnis and others would tiy to 
spread sedition, and would at least cause a deal 
of agitation Many of these sadhus, fakirs, etc , 
were formerly oidinary members of society, hut 
now follow these vocations merely to gp'atify a 
craving for the drug, which they could not satisfy 
were they to lemam in their ordinary spheres 
in life There me, of course, many of these sadhus, 
fakirs, etc , whose vocations are hereditary , whethei 
hereditary or adopted, the use of tUe ding in 
some foim is indispensable They are never fiee 
from the effects of the diug, and smoke it eternally 
from morning till night As soon as the effect 
of one pipe commences to wane, it is levned by 
another I do not think that the prohibition lot 
the use of these drugs would be followed byie- 
course to alcoholic stimulants, but opium would 
I thmk h» used in laiger quantities 

36 There is no reason for thinking that al- 
cohol IS now being substituted for any of these 
drugs in this State and, as 'far as I know, in 
any othei pait dt Guzent On the contrary, 
bhang is substituted 'for alcoholic stimulants by 
the poor classes on festive occasions For two 
pice a host can supply about 20 guests with 

1 bhang, "provided it he drunk without ingiedients, 
whereas to supply the same number -with alco- 
holic stimulants in moderation, 'it 'Would iCost him 
at least Hs 2 

37 Charas is not used in this State, but I am 
told by people who have smoked it that its effect 
IS much stronger than ganja. This I am told is 
the only way in which the effect 'of charas, when 
smoked, differs from ganja. The fumes of ohaias 
when inhaled, aie said to be much cooler than 
tho>^e of ganja 

88 Flat ganja only is used locally People 
who have tiavelled in India -say they prefer 
round ganja when procuiable It is said to 'be 
stronger than flat ganja Flatganj.i is also said 
to pioduoe thirst and a burning sensation in the 
throat, stomach and chest, which is not expeii- 
enced by smoking round ganja Round ganja 
IS also said to have less ‘seeds and leaves Broken 
ganja is said to pioduce more cough than lound 
01 flat ganja, and is never used 'for smdking if 
it can he avoided Broken ganja is iirvariablj 
usedior making majum oriakki 

39 I am unable to answer this queshon from 
person'tl knowledge or observation , but from in» 
formation I have been aBle to gather from smok- 
ers, eateis and diinkers of the drug, I am told 
that smoking the drug is far moie injurious >to 
tne constitution than either eating or drinking j 
it Theie are thousands who dunk decoctions of 
the drug who would scoin the idea of tsmoking it j 
Flither eating, drinking mr 'smoking the drug to i 
excess by a novice produces untoxication, where- 
as -habitual smokeis oi 'drinkers may either smoke 
jor dunk at from .rooming till night and never 
become stupefied The effect produced by drink- 


inp bhang lasts much longei than the effect 
produced by smoking either chains or ganja 
Smoking -the drug to excess produces insanity, 
^ impotence It also dead- 
. geneially impairs the con- 
stitution The general belief is that eating or 
drinking prepaiations 'of the drug does not pio 
duce the above-mentioned symptoms, but such a 
question can be bettei answeied by a medical 
man 

40 Ganja and bhang are used by native quacks 
foi idvsentery in one-gram doses twice a 3ai 
It IS also nsed to cheek the flow of seminal fluid 
in cases of speimatorrhoea. It is used by natne 
quacks as an aphiodisiac. It is also used by 
quacks to prolong the period of sexual lutei- 
couise, ana it is also applied externally to the 
genital organs in case of impotence Charas is 
not used in these >paits by quacks for its medi- 
cinal pioperties None .of these drugs appeal to 
be 'used locally in the treatment of cattle disease 

41 Bhang produces a most lavenous appetite 
and aids digestion The more bhang a peison 
drinks, the more food he will eat Its effect 
lasts for about thiee boms 'It is said to he in- 
vigorating and refieshmg, and that it alleviates 
fatigue Bhang is not used unless by habitual 
consnmeis, except on festivals, lehgious eeiemo- 
nies and in the hot season Theie aie onlj’’ 
about 175 habitual consumers of thediugin -all 
its forms in this oity, and the majouty of them 
smoke it ‘Smokers .of the ding are 'rarely found 
amongst the villagers of this State, but all more 
or less use bhang in the hot •season and -on festivals 
at all seasons of the year 

42 Bhang, 1 am told, is haimless if taken in 
moderation with good nourishing food The 
smokmg of gmja oi charas is decidedly injuri- 
ous to the constitution and pioduces most bane 
ful results, examples of which are to he 'seen 
daily among the emaciated and decrepit sadhus 
and fakirs and others ■Who wander about from 
place to place 'Smoking the drug in modera- 
tion jB admitted by the majority of consumers 
to be injurious, and many say that they regret 
having contracted the habit, and that they would 
gladly leave it off if they could. 

43 Moderate consumers of bhang are inoffen- 
sive to their neighbouis, but modeiate .smokeis of 
the drug, whether ganja 'Or chaias, aie more oi 
less offensive They are usually iicitable, and 
When undei the uufluence of the drug aie very 
loquacious, and aie not over-choioe .in itheir ilan- 
guage The 'house of a consumer is usually a leii- 
dezvous for>ponsumeiB of the drug, who are his 
only associates 

At. The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of bhang on the habitual consumer is that it le- 
freshes him, and creates appetite, but it does not 
produce intoxication The efiectof'bhang lasts for 
about tbiee hours if taken on an emptystomaoh If 
food be taken immediately after, 'the effect does 
not last so long There areno after-effects'fiom 
the occasional moderate use of ’bhang If taken 
to excess by an occasional moderate consumer, it 
proflnoes intoxication for many hours, and when 
he regains consciousness, he feels a severe headache 
The hrst smoke in the morning only is said to 
produce any effect on the smokers of the diug If 
they smoke all day it is the same, but they never 
become antox'cated The first smoke is said to be 
refreshing, and the effect of it will Inst for about 
two hours, but it is usually maintained by recourse 
to another smoke Having recourse to tlie second 
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pipe before the effect of the first lias passed off, 1 
think accounts for the idea that the first smoke 
only IB effective The effect appears to be main- 
tained from morning fall night by continuous 
smoking Smoking gauja and cbaras do produce 
after-e&rts, which are said to be as follows 
They are usually felt the first thing iii the morn- 
ing , but with the first smoke they all disappear 
"Water rune from the eyes and nostrils, eyes 
become red and pus oozes &om them during sleep, 
aching of the limbs and 301013 , headache and 
sleeplessness. The want of subsequent giatifica- 
tion does produce uneasiness and longing for the 
drug Cessation of the use of the drug is invariably 
followed by diarrhoea, flatulence, loss of appetite, in- 
digestion, headache and general indisposition The 
general idea is that these drugs create appetite, 
and again smokers say that if they have no food 
01 water, which is very often the case with fakirs 
and sadhus when travelling, they can minage 
without food or water for a considerable time 
without feeling the pangs of hunger or thiist 
provided they have gan 3 a 

45 The habitual habit of smoking charas and 
ganja in moderation does impair the constitution 
It causes bronchitis and asthma It docs not 
impair the appetite but, usually creates it and aids 
the digestion It induces laziness and also habits 
of immorality and debauchery when the consumer 
IS able to take good nourishing food It also 
deadens the intellect, but the moderate use of the 
diug rarely produces insanity, but it certainly does 
produce insanity when used to excess Ganja and 
charas smoking in moderation by vanous people 
who live well is said to materially assist them in 
the accomplishment of their lustful desires 

46 Excessive smoking of ganja and charas 
causes impotency The ma 3 ority of sadhus, gosaiiis 
and other devotees take vows of celibacy, which I 
doubt many of them would be able to fulfil were 
they not more or less incapacitated for sexual 
intercourse by the excessive use of these drugs 
Excessive smoking of gan 3 a or charas causes 
insanity, but 1 am unable to say of what type 

47 The habitual moderate or excessive use of 
these diugs does not appear to be hereditaiy, and 
does not appear to affect the children of moderate 
consumers 

48 The habitual excessive use of these drugs 
does not appear to be hereditary The habit ot 
smoking these drugs is usually contiaotea as do- 
senbedin paiagraph 27 The habitual habit of 
drinking preparations of the drugs is, as far as I 
have been able to ascertain, veiy rare among all 
classes The occasional use of it on festivals and 
during the hot season sometimes develops into the 
habitual habit Those who use bhaug habitually 
and take good food are usually stout Ehang- 
dnnkeis are said to be great eateis 

49 The moderate use of ganya is piactised as an 
aphiodiEiac and is presenbed as such by native 
quacks It IS also applied exteihally foi the same 
purpose I know that some prostitutes in Bombay 
smoke ganja and charas I'hey usually belong to 
the Mhai and Dhed castes fiom the Deccan 
and Carnatic I am unable to say uhetber they 
use It as an aphrodisiac I am unable to say 
whether these drugs when used as an aphiodisiic 
are more injurious than their use as an ordinaiy 
naieotic 

50 The excessive use of gauja oi charas pro- 
duces impotency This fact is admitted by exces- 
Eiie consumers 

51 Bad chaiacteisiu these paits do not use the 


diug I have been neaily font years in Gruzerat, 
and to the beat of my recollection, 1 have never 
seen a consumer of the drug concerned in any 
criminal case In Bombav people are often found 
in the streets incapable of taking care of them- 
selves when under the influence of these drugs, 
but they do not belong to the class of habitual 
criminals ' 

62 I have never seen an habitual criminal who 
was an excessive consumer of these drugs in any 
form 

53 As far as I am aware, the excessive use of 
these drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime. 
1 have seen a few cases in Bombay in which 
people have been very violent when under the 
influence of these drugs I never made it my 
business to ascertain whether they were habitual 
excessive consumers or moderate consumers, bnt 
judging from the effects invariably produced by 
the habitual excessive and moderate use of these 
drugs, I am inclined to think that they were 
occasional consumers I am not aware of any 
ca‘-e in which the use of any of these drugs has 
led to temporal y homicidal frenzy It often 
happens that a novice becomes violent when he first 
uses the drug, but it eventually overpowers him, 

54 I know of no case in which criminals have 
fortified themselves by the use of these drugs to 
commit premeditated acts of violence or other 
crimes It is quite possible that they may be 
used for such a purpose, ns habitual moderate con- 
sumers whom I have examined say that they can 
always got through their work with more energy 
when they have taken their usual quantity than 
without it They also say that it gives them cour- 
age in dangerous undortiikings, from which I infer 
tb^at if an not of violence were premeditated, these 
drugs would act as an incentive to its commission 

55 I know of no case in which criminals have 
administered these drugs to their viclims Dhatu- 
ra, and not these drugs, is usually used by 
criminals to stupofy their victims In the case of 
occasional moderate consumers and non-consumers 
complete stupefaction can bo induced by these 
drugs, which lasts for many hours 

56 As far ns 1 have been able to gather, tobacco 
18 mixed with ganjn to make it inflammable 
Before ganja is smoked it has to be washed, and 
it IS put into the pipe damp Smokers also siy 
that gooraku is also smoked with it for the same 
pui pose, and that the effects of either ganja or 
charas are in no way' modified by either tobacco or 
gooiaku 'Jlie effects of the infusion for dunk- 
ing are said to be in no way modified by the ad- 
mixtureb referred torn paragraph 29 They are 
said to merely make it palatable I know of no 
admixture of dhatuia for personal consumption or 
for administration to others The oil of dhatura 
16 mixed with ganja for exteinal application, see 
paiagraph 40 

57. Chnias is never eaten here Ganja is some- 
times eaten by fakirs and sadhus when they are 
unable to procure hre Its narcotic properties 
when eaten aie said to be stronger than when 
smoked 01 drunk, and that the effects last longer 
For the effects of bhang, see paragraph 41 

58 I do consider that the, system of Excise 
Administntion m respect of hemp drugs in this 
State IS capable of improvement. 

59 There aie in all three licensed vendors of 
these drugs in tins State — one lu the city ol Cam- 
bay, and two in different villages The licenses 
to deal in these drugs me sold by auction to the 
highest biddeis, but beyond this there is 
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j)tactic'illy no control over tlie Iicen5ee8 in any way 
They are at liberfcj to sell any quantity and 
import these drugs without duty They keep no 
-icoouiits, and their shops are never inspected 
One o£ the licensees of this State keeps a shop in 
Petlad, which is a large town in Baroda terntory, 
and about three miles from Panganee, which is in 
Cambay terntory, and where he has a shop also 
In Petlad this man can only sell one seer of any of 
these drugs at a time, whereas he can sell an) 
quantity at Fanganee In consequence of import 
dues and license-fees these drugs cost double the 
■price at Petlad that they do at Fanganee, which 
is close by I think it is very desirable that the 
vendors of these "diugs should he made to keep 
accounts showing their imports and sales, and 
that their shops, stock-in-trade and books should 
he periodically inspected by some responsible reve- 
nue or police officer The licensees in this State 
get tiieir supply of these drugs wherever it can 
be bad at the cheapest rate The local consumers 
of these drugs bitterly complain of their infenor 
quality The licensee at Fanganee imports bhang 
and gan 3 a from Ahmednagar (Deccan), and he 
occasionally supplies the Cambay vendors, who 
also boy these diugs in Baroda and import them 
free of duty I am of opinion that the sale of 
these drugs to one individual should he limited to 
a reasonable quantity , and that the vendors should 
not be allowed 'to sell them wholesale indisciimi- 
nately as they do at pre=ent 

60 Ganja is not prepaied in tins State. 

61 Chnras is not produced in this State 

62 I have no idea of the cultivation of the 
hemp plant 

63. Chains is not sold in this State Ganja 
and bhang are sold wholesale and retail I am 
of opinion that the s ile of these drugs, except to 
vendors, should be restricted to a reasonable 
quantity 

61 There are no regulations m this State 
governing the e'vpoit and import of these drugs 
or their transport witbm the State There is no 
import duty on any of these drugs in this State 
* They are not exported unless surreptitiously 


There is a wide field open for the illicit tiade in 
these drugs in this State As an instance of 
which the licensee at Fanganee is allowed to im- 
port any quantity of these drugs without duty. 
Wheieas m Petlad, which is close by, where he 
holds a license for the sale of these drugs from 
the Baioda State, he has to pay import duty on 
these drugs The price of these dings at Petlad 
IS double that at Fanganee This leaves a wide 
field open to this man to smuggle these drugs 
from Fanganee, where they aie imported fiee of 
duty, to Petlad, where he has to pay heavy duty 
and license-fees I am of opinion that an import 
duty should be lemed on these drugs. 

65 There is no tax on these drugs in this State 

66 There is only one kind of ganja used in this 
State which is cither imported diiect from Ahmed- 
nagai (Deccan) oi from Baroda As far as I 
am able to gather, the ganja fanner of the Baroda 
State imports all his drugs from Ahmednagar 
(Deccan) Bound ganja is not used heie, 

67 There is no tax on these drugs in this State 

63 There aie no houses or shops in this State 

where these drugs are consumed on the premises 
"Wheie such houses and sliojis exist, I think it is 
veiy desirable that they should be open to inspec- 
tion by the police, as in the case of liquor shops 
and other places of public resort 

69 There are no shops for the consumption of 
these drags on. the premises in this State 

70 There is only one man in this State who 
impoits these drags He has a shop at Fanganee, 
winch is surrounded by Baroda and British teni- 
tory His sales of these drugs at Fanganee aie 
more than at Petlad, which is a large town This, 
I think, can be accounted foi by the fact that 
these drugs are muob cheaper at Fanganee than at 
Petlad The other two vendors in this State get 
then supply of these drags fiom him sometimes, 
and they also get it from Batoda or wherever they 
find the cheapest maiket There is no import 
duty on these drugs m this State The licensee 
of Fanganee tells me he pays an export duty at 
the rate of Rs 5 on every tbiee Bengal rnaunds 
Tins he sajs he pays at Ahmediiagai 
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1 had opportunities for seveial years of coming I 
into contact with such persons when I was in I 
Kathiawar Some of them consumed ganja and 
bhang m excessive, and some in moderate quanti- 
ties After the receipt of Government orders, 1 
have endeavoured to seek information from differ- 
ent directions wheie I thought it was possible to 
get some reliable particulars I have consulted 
my subordinate Police Officers and licensed vendors 
of ganja and bhang and also with some of the 
consumers 

2 Oharas and cliur are not piepared and sold in 
this district. Flat ganja only is produced and sold 
in this district, and it is known by the name ot 
ganja 

“ Bhang ’’ goes under that name chiefly 
Sometimes it is called siibji or maya 

3 I am not aware of this 

4, 6 and 6. 1 do not know. 

7 Hemp is cultivated to a small extent in 
two talukas of this distiict, Olpad aad Ohorasi , 
vol vu 


and the land used for this puipose mav be about 
30 acres 

8 In consequence of the restiictions imposed by 
the Abkari Act, foi tianspoiting and expoiting 
ganja and bhang, and foi their sale and possession, 
the cultivation was given up owing to its being 
tioublesome and uuremuneiative 

9 The soil requiied for hemp cultivation ought 
to be best yellow or sandy It cannot grow in black 
soil The giound requires to he well ploughed, 
and ought to be fiequently weeded Two crops 
can be obtained during one yeai, but not in the 
same land Kharif crop is said to possess more 
narcotic properties than the rabi 

10 The cultivators are of the same class as 
other agiicultuial cultivators 

11, 12 and 18 I do not know 

14 Bhang is produced in this district in Olpad 
and Chorasi talukis, but ganja aud ebaras aie 
not prepared in this distfiot, 

n 
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15 The following is the methel of manufac- 
turing bhang — 

After cutting the plants and allowing them 
to diy foi some days they are tied up 
111 bundles and taken to the thicshing 
flooi in order to separate the seeds and 
leaves fiom the stalks ind then passing 
thiough a sieve to remove the broken 
small twigs and lubbieh from it 

16 Bhang is piepared by the consumers in 
then own houses and sometimes at the licensed 
vendoi^B shop, where they drink on the premises 
Gail] I can be prepaied fiom the hemp plant 
ulierever grown, but I am unable to say whether 
ganja oi eharas can be prepaied from the wild 
plant wheiever grown 

17 By no particular class of people which I 
can mention 

18 Bhang deteriorates in quality after twelve 
months, so the ganja loses to some extent its in- 
toxicating qualities after twelve months or more, 
and becomes unfit tor smoking The above is the 
peuod foi which bhang and gan]a lemaiii in good 
condition with ordinary caic Generally damp 
weather affects them, from w hieli thej ought to 
be piotected "Want of such care leads to their 
eail> deterioration, no special lemedies are known 
by which their quality can be preserved longer 

19 Charas is not impoitod in this district, nor 
is it obtainable Gania is almost used ' for smok- 
ing only To a very limited extent it is used in 
the prepaiation of raajum, pak or jakuti The 
majum piepaied with the admixture of glico ob- 
tained by boiling small loaves, and if it is prepared 
with caie and skill, can bo kept m good order for 
about five or six months 

20 Generally all classes of people in all locali- 
ties smoke gan 3 o ; even some of the people of 
highei classes do smoke 

In this distnct about 3 per cent of the popu- 
lation are habitual ganj.a smokers, chiefly fakirs, 
sadhus and baingis, 

21 Flat ganja is more preferred for smol ing , 
round ganja is not generally used here, 

22 Chains is not used nor sold in this district 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking 

24 People more or less in this district drink 
bhang duiing the hot season as a cooling bevei- 
age, but no one seems to eat the same 

23 Bhang is used to a limited extent for drink- 
ing As to the extent of the use of gnnja, please 
see answei to question No 20 The consump- 
tion of ganja and bhang ih this distict is on the 
decrease owing to then increased price/ which pre- 
vents the poor classes of peonlemsing them to the 
same extent as they used to do' before Also the 
decrease is due to increasing general use of liquor 
in these days, speeialiy cheaper' kinds of Europe 
spnits, 

26 (a) About 60 to 70 persons may be saidi as 
moderate consumers and may < spend one pie to 
three pies on gania per day 

(J) Out of bundled ganja smokeis three tb font 
peisonfl maybe excessive smokers They may 
spend about half an anna per dav foi it Gene- 
lally they do not consume the whole quantity to 
themselves, hut such consumers have one or more 
companions to whom they geneially contribute 
some quantity out of then own 

(c) Anout 1 0 per cent may be occasional smok- 
ers, t e, those who do not’ themselves buy ganja. 


but avail themselves of the offers made by their 
friend smokers 

27 The smoking of ganja is confined generally 
to the lower classes of people No such limitation 
IS met with as regards the use of obang 

The same remarks npplj to this answer as men- 
tioned in No 26 

2b Please see my answei to question No 26 

29 Tobacco 18 ordinarily mixed with ganja 
when used for smoking , gtnerall^ equa' quantities 
of ganja and tob icco are mixed togethei If is 
said that to suppress the had smell of ganja and 
to hnvo moderate effects of the same, thij' gene- 
rally mix tobacc. So far as I know dhaturn is not 
used with ganja 

" Bhang massala ” is not kept readv made foi 
sale by the bhang-vendors, but coiisumeis of 
bhang geneially bring as many ingredients as they 
like, according to their taste, from grocers, 

30 Consumers of bhang and ganja generally 
prefer to be in companj' of one oi more persons, 
except those who indulge in smoking ganja 
secretly Generally ganja-smoking is confined 
to the male sex, and persons of all ages smoke it 
Some of the females, wives, and other relatives of 
sadhus and bairagis who wander about thecountrj 
also smoko ganja BI ang beverage is sometimes 
partaken of bj females and thildroii, but verj 
seldom, but ganja is not given to childicn to 
smoke 

31 The habit of smoking can he acquired if it is 
smoked for about ten or twelve timts , moderate 
consumers can break off the habit if tliej abstain 
from it for a short time lixcessivc smokers of 
ganja may find difficulty in bieakmg ofl the 
habit, and for some dajs without it they maj 
suffer from want of appetite, indigestion, and do 
not feel inclined to work Modciato smokers 
may suffer also, but to a shglit extent 

32 Generally in the worship of Shiva on the 
Maha Shiv aratn day some prep iration of bhang 
IS spiinkled ovei the Shiva Lingum, and some 
placed in a vessel near it as an offering which is 
afterwards distnbuted amongst the woivhippets- 
who may have gathered there, such is the prac- 
tice going on in some of the mandirs The 
consumption in this ceiemonj is not likelv to 
become a habit, as generally the worshippers there 
who arc addicted to its use receive and drink 
only a little quantity which can be held in the 
palms of their hand 

S3 Bhang drinking is not looked upon as 
degrading if taken in a moderate quantity , even 
a respectable person would not mind his friend 
knowing that he occasionally takes bhang 
With regal d to ganja-smoking the case is differ- 
ent, because in higher classes it is looked > upon 
as unbecoming and disgraceful It is considered 
to be intended for mendicants, bairagisiand fakirs. 
There is no such custom of worshipping the hemp 
plant on any occasion in this distuct 

34 It would be a serious pnvation to fakirs, 
hairogis and sadhu mendicants, and such habitual 
smokers to be compelled to forego the nse> of 
gnnja Generally these people live on alms, and 
fiom their co religionists, among whom liquor 
dnnking is treated as sm as it cannot be con- 
cealed, while they can receive sj'mpathy and alms 
fiom the members of then community, and also 
they cm conceal the effects of smolang ganja 
Such mendicants in ordei to pass away their time 
and to remain free fiom the effects of iheir anxie- 
taesiequiie some intoxication As long as there is 
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nothing else equally cheap and efiective to take 
the place of gatija, the consumers can he content 
with this drug 

S5 The prohibition may not amount to any- 
thing like a political danger, but the discontent 
among the loivei and ignorant classes would be 
great, so entiie prohibition is not advisable 
It would, however, I considei, lead to increase in 
tbe consumption ot alcohniie stimulants 1 think 
that the use of alcohol is giadually taLing the 
place of bhang among the better class of con- 
sumers in this district, probably owing to the 
facilities in obtaining low-priced foreign spirit, 
the impoiiation of which iias increased during the 
recent yeare 

' 36 I consider the use of alcohol is gradually 
taking tb ’ ' g bettei classes of 

people in i ^ ‘ . due to the in- 

creased facilities, especially m towns, for obtain- 
ing cheap foreign spirits, the impoitatiou of 
which seems to have increased enormously 

37. I have already mentioned above thalehaias 

15 not produced nor sold in this district Those 
who have smoked charas say that its eSects are 
much stionger than those of gan^a, and a small 
quantity of it pioduees more intoxication, 

38, Only flat ganja is sold and consumed in 
this district, so I am unable to furnish inform- 
ation on this subject 

39 Bhang IS used f 01 drinking purposes, and 
ganja for smoking The habitual smoking of 
hemp prepaiations is more injurious than the 
eating or drinking of bhang. 

40 Bhang 18 sometimes used by native doctors 
In the tieatment of cattle disease bhang or ganja 

16 not used in tins district, 

41. (a) Those who are even moderate consumers 
of ganja do not feel hungry till thev smoke it 
It IS 6 ad to increase appetite or strengthen diges- 
tion In the case of each consumers sometimes 
it assists digestion, and it is smoked with that 
object aftei having a heavy meal at caste dinneis 
(fi) Con-iumers think that ganja-smoking always 
helps to undeigo exertion and fatigue 

(a) Ganja is not used as a febrifuge, hut bhang 
IS sometimes used m cases of fever by some 
persons 

(t7) I do not know 

Persons in well-to-do circumstances do not, 
except in some cases when tiavelliiig, smoke 
ganja to counteract the efiects of bad water 
42 As far as I know, moderate use of ganja is 
not harmful, uor is lU beneficial In modeiate use 
if the consumers aie in a position to get piopei 
quantity of food, milk, and ghee, it will not pro- 
duce had effects It is very injurious and weak- 
ens itlie consumers, specially those peisons who 
are not able to get sufficient food. I have come 
to these conclusions after having consultation with 
some of the ganja-smokeis. 

43. Yes 

44 The habitual consumer of ganja feels 
hunger soon after smoking it, as it produces in- 
toxication, and the smoker feels refreshed In 

, some cases the effects do not last for more than 
two hours, and if a consumei does not get smok- 
ing at its time, he feels sometimes headaches or 
uneasiness 

45 Kindly see answer to question No 42. 

Young persons in, habit of smoking ganja foi 
some time aie induced to incur habits of debau 
vol vu 


ohery, but not so gieat as caused by other intoxi- 
cating things Ganja taken in laige quantity 
foi smoking may pioduce insanity in a few cases 

46 and 47 I do not know 

48 I don’t think the habitual, moderate, oi 
excessive use is likely to become hereditary habit 
oi to affect the cuildien ot such consumers 

49 It is not used as an aphrodisiac, nor is it 
used by prostitutes The excessive smokmg of 
ganja may bring impotency, and so it is used by 
sadhus foi thi->puipose 

50 Excessive use foi a length of time might 
produce impotency 

51 Gauja smokers and bhang drinkers aie not 
supposed to be connected with oriines m general 
or With crimes of any special character 

52 I do not think that excessive use of any 
ot these drugs has any connection with general 
01 special class of crime. However, in one case 
to my knowledge it so occurred that lu Novemhei 
1885 in Broach certain Talavias having gathered 
together one morning, and after smoking ganja, 
committed a not m that town, in which the Su- 
perintendent of Police, Ml Piescott, was killed 
Further particulars, if required, may be obtained 
fiom Bioach 

53 The above is the only case I know of. 

64 Generally it is not so, but the above case 
came to my notice which 1 have mentioned al- 
ready, 

[ 55 I do not think that the different piepaia- 

turns of hemp are so used, but ganja, I should say, 
might induce such persons to commit crimes if 
pai taken in a large quantity by persons unaccus- 
tomed to its use 

"66 The effects of ganja are modified by mixing 
tobacco and those of bhang by mixing diffeient 
spices 

57 I do not know 

58 The Excise Administration regarding hemp 
drugs IS working well, and I do not see what 
further suggestions I can offer as to its improve- 
ment. 

59 and 60 I do not know 

61 Charas is not made in this district 

62 I do not know. 

63 I have no objection to offer to the present 
system of its working 

64 I do not know 

65 I have no suggestion to make m this con- 
nection. 

6 b and 67 I cannot say 

68 In the city of Surat and in the distnct the 
prepaiations of bhang and ganja are only sold 
There are 22 shops in this district, and the annual 
consumption is 50 maunds of gauja and 40 ot 
bhang 

69. The wishes of the residents of the locality 
are very seldom eoiisulted in this distnct before 
opening a shop therein Such objections are very 
seldom^raised I do not remember a single ease 
known to me. Preparations of hemp are veiy 
often sold by gram-sellers, tobacco shopkeepers, 
and their sa/e does not appenr objectionable to 
neighbours 

70 This distuet is suirounded by Gaekwaii 
territory, and in old Gaekwan time ganja and 
bhang were no doubt smuggled from these States, 
hut tiie introduction of the license system in 

c2 
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Gaekwan territoiy lias prevented smuggling, and 
owing to this the incieased sale of bhang and 
ganja had taken place since the new system intro- 
duced in Gaekwan terntoiy 

Letter fi om the Collector of Bi oaoh ap- 
pended to Nanabhox Cowasji’s evidence 

Keplymg to your lettei No 9, dated 21 st ultimo, 
I have the honour to mfoi-na you that the not 
lefeired to took place at Broach lu November 
1886 The iioteis were a bind of Talavias (an 
aboriginal depiessed tribe) who, under stress of 
poverty and on account of vanous imaginaiy 
grievances, had combined to uige a demand for sub- 
sistence, land, etc , upon the authorities Failing 
to get satisfaction they remained for some time 
under the influence of a “ Bhagat,” or religious 
leadei, w^ho excited their fanaticism by a promise 
of the Ra] of Broach He told them (and probably 
believed) that he could turn bullets into water, 
should they attack the English aulbonties, and 
ictually went through a ceremony of planting bis 
flag on one of the Broach bastions Tlie proceed- 
ings of this small band of outcastes, who seldom 
assembled in any numbers, attracted little atten- 
tion and, when noticed, weie regaided as the 
harmless pranks of a few ignorant beggars On 
the occasion in question, however, about 200 of 
the Talavias came together and maichtd to the 
Collectoi's bungalow, iimed nith bows and irrows 


and clubs They were regarded as ordinary pro- 
cessionists and weie not interfered with Failing 
to find the Collector, they marched towards the 
town without appaiently any precise ob 3 ect and 
on the road weie overtaken by Mr Prescott, 
District Superintendent of Police, whom, either 
mist iking him for the Collector or in a fit of blind 
fanaticism, they at once attacked and killed After 
other less important outrages they came into colli- 
sion with the pui suing police, who fired several 
volleys at them and put them to flight with the 
loss of a few killed Most of the rioteis were 
apprehended before long, and after trial the leaders 
were hanged, the lemainder being sentenced to 
transportataon or vanous terms of imprisonment 
2 The conneetion of these events with the 
consumption of ganja is very slight I have examin- 
ed the record of the tiial and other papers con- 
nected with the case, and find that the rioteis are 
said by an approver to have started on the march 
to the Collector’s house after having “ first bathed 
and made the led mark and smoked gania.” I find 
no othei reference to the subject flhe District 
Judge in his findmg merely remaiks that the ac- 
cused acted as described by the approver 

8 No doubt the rioters did smoke ganja, but 
there is nothmg to show that they weie in a state 
of ganja intoxication or that they took it otherwise 
th in as they might have taken alcohol oi any other 
stimulant before pioceeding to an important under- 
taking 


61 JEvidence of Me J A GrUiDEB, Inspector of Police, Mmmad, 


51 My expel lence, based on over twelie years’ 
service in the Bombay City and Distiiot Police, nega- 
tives the first portion of this question The moder- 
ate use of the drugs has no material effect on ciinie 
in general or on ciitne of anj special chaiacter 
62 The excessive use of any of the drugs is not 
indulged in bj bad characteis to any calculable 
extent Crime in general is not influenced by the 
small percentage of the criminal class who go lu foi 
excessive indulgence Isolated cases ot violent 
gTime do sometimes occur, pei petrated bj persons 
yuder an excessive influence of bhang unintentionallj 
{jiought about. These instances are, however, lare 
53 Ociasional excessive indulgence in bhang Ins 
a tendency in non-habitml consumers to crimes of 
unpiemeditated violence, much in the same way as 
the effect of alcohol on certain temperaments I 
know of no ease in w’hieh an excessive indulgence 
in this drug has led to homicidal fienzy, 

64 Not as a rule, except in cases of habitual 
consumers, who indulge mit to steady their nerves, 
in the same way as an ordinary consumei of akoliol 
would resort to his peg before entering upon an 


undei taking in which he desires to have his wits 
about him 

65 Some of the class of criminals who drug 
people for the commission ot crime use ganja as a 
means of bunging about stupor to facilitate the 
execution of their designs Travellers on the road 
or putting up at dharmsalas are generally the 
victims in these cases. The drug is administeied 
under the disguise of a friendly smoke of tobacco, 
and IS seldom administered pure, in order to avoid 
suspicion and to render the stupor more intense, as 
complete stupefaction cannot be induced by a 
modeiate effect of the pure drug such as would 
result from an oidinary smoke 1 know of a 
case in winch a man who was an habitual ganja 
smoker was lendered completely insensible by 
beiiiir given pounded dhatuia seids mixed with 
ganja to smoke He was so completelj stupefied 
that one of his legs was broken bj being stioiek 
with a heavy stone without his being aware ot it. 
Gomple stupefaction can be induced by this ding 
alone without admixture if administered in suffi- 
ciently large quantities 


62 Bvidence of Rao Sahib Peanshahkae, 'Bralmin, Jnspeotor of Police, 

Detective Branch, Bombay 


18 Yes, they deteriorate by keeping Yes, after 
two years it quite loses its effect "W ith ordinary 
care these drugs will keep good for from eighteen 
to twenty-four months after they are fiist obtained 
from the plant Contact of external air, exposure, 
evapomtion, and consequent effects aie the causes 
of deterioration No special measuies cau be taken 
to pievent deteiioration. 


19 Ganja and charas are only used for smoking 

20 Sadhus, bniragis, fakirs, paidesis, some gold- 
smiths, some Brahmins, ind even a few of the re- 
spectable classes smoke ganja and chaias Among 
the sadhus, fakiis, etc the proportion may be about 
60 per cent , and among other classes the propoition 
vanes from 1 per cent to 3 per cent 

21 Hat ganja is prefeired foi smoking, The 
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ganja considered best is known as balucbery ganja, 
whicb IS eight times stronger than the ordinary 

24 (J) Bhang is drunk by Brahmins, Shrawaks, 
Gosains, Musalmans, goldsmiths, sadhus, etc , and 
even by well-to do classes in all localities. 

Among the Brahmins, Shrawahs, Gosams, the 
piopoition of bhang drinkers is 25 per cent, and 
in others from 1 per cent to 10 per cent 

25 The use of ganja, bhang and charas is neither 
on the increise nor on the decrease Taking the last 
fifteen years' es.penence, the use was on the increase 
for the first ten yens, but for the last five jeiis, 
tlie use of alcohol (liquor) has considerably counter- 
acted the slowly glowing increase Experience has 
shown tbit many gan 3 a smokers and bhang dnnk- 
eis have left the drug owing to their intimacy nith 
liquor 

28 For ganja and charas the cost is— 

(a) i anna pei day per head 

(5) 1 anna per day per head 
For hhang the cost is — 

(a) -j-'y anna pei day pei head 
{li) i anna per daj per head 

29 (a) Hhth gan]-!, are mixed ordinanl} 
tobacco and charas and nothing else 

(6) lAitli ganja dhatura is exceptionalh 
mixed for stupefying the victim, or by haoitual 
confirmed excessn c smokers Ganja is also washed 
with lose water or milk and opium or musk is 
sometimes mixed 

■With bhang, ordinarily, only spices, such as 
pepper, saffron, nutmeg, caulamon, siigai, ro'e 
flowers arc mixed for taste Exceptionally dhatura, 
copper coins, jawar corn arc mixed for extra- 
oidinary intoxication. Bhang mas=ala is rareli 
sold m the marker, but is propaied by consumers 
of bhang for ready use They cat the powder 
The ingiedients generally are bhang, peppei, al- 
monds, and poppy seeds There ore various sorts 
of preparations made from ganja and bhang The 
following are ordinary 

(1) majum, sweetmeat, (2) jakuti, (3) chevda, 
a preparation of rice, (■}■) preset ve of rose flowers 
called gnlkand, (6) sakar pak, sweetmeat, (6) 
gram, (7) diy ginger, and several other things 

Ghi or butler is prepaied from hhang by the 
following pioccBses — 

Jgt — A quantity of hhang is mixed with watei 
andghi is added. This is boiled for two hours. 
It IB then lemoved and passed through a thin 
oloth, and the hhang dust oi refuse is separated 
It is then allowed to cool, and the ghi is collected 
from the surface, the water being thrown away 
The gbi thus collected is used to prepare vauous 
kinds of pleasant sweetmeats , 

2nd — Instead of water milk is mixed and 
boiled The bliang dust or refuse is separated 
and curd is added to the milk, and the same is 
kept for a nmht Buttei is then churned out of 
the curd Tins is moie intoxicating than the 
preparation obtained by the firet piocess. 

30 Children never smoke gan 3 a, but boys of 
and above fifteen years of age do smoke raiely As 
tor hhang, childieu of five years and upwards take 
it in exceptional cases. It is not usual for 
children to use these di ngs 

81 Yes, merely by company In the begin- 
ning it 18 not difficult to break oil, but if the 
duration of the habit is longer, then it is difficult 


to hieak off Yes, there is always a tendency 
foi the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive 

I 

32 I know of no sui h custom at all 

33 The consumption of gan 3 a and charas is 
regarded with disfavoui by the respectable classes 
The consumption of bhang iS' regaided with le-s 
aisfavoui Tlie^e drugs aie considered sicred, as 
Mahadev, a god, used to drink and smoke itlaige- 
ly Baiiagis and worshippers use them on tins 
account , but this doctrine does not find favour 
wi'h the educated classes of the present day 

84 Yes, to habitual excessive consumers and 
liahitual modeiate consumers it will be The 
consumeis in botli the cases will be debarred from 
sharing or en 3 oying the consiqueut pleasure in 
their estimation, and where any gdod fiom a 
medical point of view had been attained, the 
consumeis would he most dissatished to lose it 

Ffar ffanja — The habitual excessive consumeis 
may be 1 percent 

The habitual modeiate consumeis inaj he 8 per 
cent 

For hhang — The habitual exeesaive consumers 
may bo ten jier cent The habitual moderate 
consumers may he fifteen pei cent 

85 Yes, hut the drug will most probably he 
consumed by some illicit process The prohibi- 
tion can he enforced only by legislation The pio- 
hibition will occasion serious discontent among the 
conbumers , but it would not amount to a political 
danger (o), (i). Yes, certainly 

86 Yes, to had compan}', and a giowing 
tendency to immorality It is no shame to take 
liquor for a peison who has no social lestriction , 
but the taking of gnn 3 a and chains would he 
viewed with disfavour by almost all concerned 
In the estimation of many castes, whereas liquor 
taking IB not considered shameful, the smoking 
of gaiga 13 a fruitful source of scandal 

87 The eSect of chains smoking is strongei 
than the tame on account of gan 3 a smoking 

41 (a), (h) and (c) Yes. 

(<f) By way of forgetting pain, alla 5 ing 
fatigue, anxiety, etc , and keeping 3 olly all round 
Bhang is also used to give neive power to the 
biain, and in this connection, Sli-awak 3 ewellers 
often drink it, and they profess to be better able 
to value 3 enels 

42 It is beneficial, and the moderate use is 
harmless The leasons aie apparent fiom my 
lephes to queues Nos 41, 43, 44 

43 Yes, quite 

44 It IB exhilaiating and inebriating The 
individual undei its eSeot is for the most part 
cheerful and agreeable. It is refreshing and pio- 
duces sleep, quieting the nervous system It 
creates appetite The effect lasts thiee houis 
generally Except slight wiudiness or slight low- 
ness of spirits, and sometimes diairhoea, tlieie is 
no other aftei -effect 

Yes, want of subsequent giatification produces 
longing and uneasiness 

4o (a) None 

(6), [c) and (d) No. 

(e) No , hut it does induce laziness 

(f) In moderate doses gan 3 a and not bhang is 
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known larely to lead to insanity Such insanity 
IS more of u tempoiaiy nature Ihan permanent 
The symptoms aie liable to be eintioduced Insanes 
often do confess to the use of gan 3 a on lecoveiy 
Theie IS good giouud to believe that gaiija in 
moderate doses leads to insanitj, only if there are 
predisposing causes I know ot a very recent 
'Case where a menial sen ant who showed s^mp- 
toms of weakness of intellect and had a bad com- 
pany turned insane by moderate U'e of gan 3 a foi 
two months He has recovered after 'is months 
in the asylam 

I know of a bhang casBj in which ahoy aged 18 
years first took to moderate drinking of bhang' 
This was followed by occasional smoking of gan 3 a 
in moderete doses The boy went from moder ite 
to excessive use of both and tuined insane, and 
has been suffering for the last eight years He 
has not 3et recoveied , but is Bhowing signs of 
improvement of late 

46 In large doses gan 3 a and even bbang is 
Iniown to lead to insanity, which is curable 
generally 'Ihe experience in a lunatic asylum 
is calculated to demonstrate this clearlj The 
average of persons admitted in tlie Ahmedabad 
Asylum as insane on account of gan 3 ais six per 
yeaijCnleulating a five-year’s aveiage Theaierage 
per yeai of such insane ganja smokeis cured and 
diEchaiged is three This shows that 5U per cent 
are cm able 

49 Yes, especially by a few pi ostitutes 

61 No, I believe the moderate use of the drags 
has no connection with ciime at ail This is best 
known by the fact that out of the total number of 
persons annually convicted and sentenced there 
are few such consumers — perhaps ffom three to 
five m a 3 ail, where the number annually is 
],700. 

62 My reply to this is the same as above 
Excessive use way lead to unpremeditated violent 
crime in a few cises I have access to all 3 nils m 
my official capacity, and reply to this by espeii- 
«nce 

53 Rarely Gan 3 a may do so, but not 
bhang 

54 No, but alcohol is, 

55 Yes, bub dhatnra is often mixed Yes in 
large doses, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixtuie 

68 Yes, I should have no objection to allow the 
houses or shops, as they are harmlesss, and often 
serve to assist m the detection of crime 


Oi al evidence. 

Question 35 — Persons who are in the habit 
smoking ganja leqnire some sort of stimular 
Raiiugis and labourers being poor people, wou 
turn to dh itura, whicli they can get for nothin. 
Such people want a stimulating drug and not 
sedative like opium I know no other ding whic 
would suit such people’s tastes Dhatura woul 
be snooked with tobacco The supply of dhatui 
IS unlimited. People who can afibrd it will tal 
to toddy or countiy hquor Regarding tli 
cliange to dhatuia, I was referring to excessiv 
consumers who want violent stimulant Moderat 
consumers might not adopt an altdinative diuo 
I have seen Bairagis smoking dhatura Qhe cif 

of Bioaoh IS holy because of Its situation on th 
Nubadda It is much frequented by the pil 
gums of the Nnrbadda I have therefore ha< 
many opportunities of observing sadhus Mj 


statement that dhatura IS a violent intoxicant is 
based on infnimntioii given me by these people 
I may say that dhatura is commonly used even 
now, but by ascetics and fakirs only The 
higher classes regaid it as a dangeiousdiug 'Jhe 
fakiiB do not , but the lowei classes who do not 
use it aie afraid of it at present I have seen the 
effects of dhatura t iken in meat or drink I don’t 
think the symptoms consequent on dhatura poison- 
ing are those found in a.madman 

Question 45 — The second case I have described 
has not gone into an asylum I have known the lad 
for the last sixteen years He was about ten years 
old when 1 made h.s acquaintance He belongs to 
the place wheie I reside, my native town Sunt 
I am 111 a position to kiiow him intimately He 
began to take bhang iii the form of dnnk at eleven 
years ol age The people with whom he was 
living took bhang, and he theiefoie leaint the 
practice His doses gradually increased during 
hve or six years Then lie began to smoke ganja, 
and giadually exceeded with that drag also In 
two or three years he began to show symptoms of 
madness He got steadily worse There was no 
improvement till reoentlj, during the last six 
mouths He has now left off taking both bhang 
and ganja He was indulged with bhang by his 
fneiids out of pity afiei he became mad but his 
ganja was stopped For the last thiee yeais the 
bhang also has been discontuiued The smajl 
doses of bhang affected him differently at 
different times They sometimes excited and 
sometimes soothed him The father and grand- 
tathei of the boy were health), and tlie family 
were healthy I'lie mother became insane m hei 
later years, when the boy was about fourteen years 
old No member of the family took bhang , but 
the conneclions with whom he lived did so I 
can reoill no other case of insanity which has not 
gone into an asylum 1 haie had to hold the 
police enquiry into one oi two eases of lunatics 
picked up in Broach city I was Police Inspector 
there In those cases the insanes weie ultimate- 
ly handed over to then relatives, w'ho turned up 
afterwaids The result of the enquiry in these 
ca'es avas lepoited to the Magistrate Ihe report 
in one case slated that the man was violent, in 
another dangerous to others I can’t remember 
enquiring into the cause of insanity m these 
cases 01 making any reports on that point , but 
the particulars of the man’s condition and the 
necessity for keeping him in custody were stated 
This report was not on a printed form, but on the 
foimof an ordinary report 

Question 51 — I am speaking fiom | my 
knowledge of the population cf the Ahmedabad 
jail Compaung the propoition given in my 
answer 20, 1 hold the opinion that the pioportion 
of hemp drug consumers in the jail is much 
lower than it is outside the jail walls, and I realize 
that this shows that tbeie aie very few criminals 
who use the hemp drags I have seen most of 
the piisoners in almost all the jails in the presi- 
dency, and in the course of my duty, as connected 
w ith the detective branch of the police, Ind occa- 
sion to question, and examine them closely on various 
points I ha\e paid special attention to this 
point, and am confident of the soundness of mv 
opinion My statement covers convicts admitted 
into the jail for all offences In regaid to alcohol 
also, I maintain that the propoition of ciiminals 
in jail w ho are consumers is smaller than that 
among the outside population , hut it is hrgei than 
lu the case of the hemp drags In regaid to opium 
the proportion is about the same as for alcohol I 
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base my opinion on my geneial e\peuence and the 
statements of the prisoneis themselves The 
3 nl records give no lufoimation on the fact 
whether the convicts are consumers of the hemp 


dings I have not questioned each of the 1,700 
piisoners on the point I have sought informa- 
tion from authoiities and fiom prisoners regaid- 
ing then fellow-piisouers 


63 Evidence of Subgeon-Majou-General P S Tuenbeel, Surgeon General with 

the Government of Bonibay 


Oral evidence 

Question 1 — I am Surgeon-Geneial with the 
Government of Bombay I have been thirty -three 
years lu the Indian Medical Service, all in this pre- 
sidency I have been iii militaiy and civil employ, 
more than half of my seiviee in the latter I am 
Surgeon-Geneial since Febiuary last I have no 
special asylum expet lence, nor any special insanity 
expel lence, except as a visitor and inspecting ofii- 
CDi of asylums and pnsons 1 was Inspectoi-Gen- 
eral of Pnsons in the Bombay presidency for two 
yeais 

Question 45 — I have no pet sonal experience of 
the effects of the hemp drugs, on the people. Nor 
have I come to any very defimte conclusions re- 
garding the connection of the diugs with insmity 
Piom enquiry of medical officers in chaigo of asy- 
ums and others I have asceitained that they are 
said to be a cause of insanity 1 believe them to 
be an exciting it not a predisposing cause of in- 
sanity' I have not given the matter special atten- 
tion lately except m connection with statistics 
The statistics show that a considerable proportion 
of insanes owe then insanity to the hemp dra^ 

I have no statistics beyond those contained in me 
asy lum reports The statistics do not distinguish 
between exciting and predisposing caoseof insani- 
ty, It IS eight or ten ycais since I was Inspectoi- 
GoneiaL of Pinsons A ceriaui number of prison- 
ers was annually shown as having been transferred 
to asylums, but the effects of the drugs on crime 
generally did not come under my observation. I 
cannot say wh it proportion of the pnsoneis so 
tfansferred oned their insanity to the hemp drugs 
Noi can I say that I remembei for certain that 
any of them were hemp oases 

I know the piocednrc followed by the Civil 
Surgeon in dealing with cases of insanity referred 
to him for observation My impression is that 
hemp drng insanity diffeis from othei insanity 
simply in lespect to its cause The cause can 
therefore be satis'aLtorily asceitained only by 
bistoiy This would be tiue also of all kinds of 
insanity To diagnose cause it is essential to have 
an accurate history. No acturale histoiy could 
be derived tiom a man who could not distinguish 
between coincident and causal connection I am 
aware that enqumes in these cases are generally 
conducted by a subordinate officer of Police Even 
if the Civil Surgeon or Superintendent of Asylum 


finds an Opportunity of enquiung for himself, he 
is at the raeicy of absolutely ignorant iiifoimants, 
but it IS rarelylthe ease that he has such opportunity. 
The information obtained in the manner desciibed 
above has hitherto been accepted and acted upon , 
but it IB not in my opinion a tiustwoithy basis for 
any conclusion legaiding the connection between 
hemp diugs and insanity I think further en- 
quiry is necessary In my official capacity I have 
had no opportunity of making such enquiry, and 
this IS the leasoD why I have used the word 
“impiession” in regard to my views on the sub- 
3eot The enqniiy into causation of all diseases is 
a part of the duty of the medical officer, in ordei 
to assist liim m the treatment of the patient, bnt 
I he has not the means of making such enquiry in 
tliese cases The whole histoiy and all facts con- 
nected with it ought at once to be entered in the 
case book as a guide to treatment Any fact 
coming to knowledge should be so entered, and 
the legister ought to be a recoid of leasouably 
ascertained facts It is upon the register that the 
letunis are based There i» a column m statement 
VII headed/^ unknown,” which is intended for 
the entry of cases in which the cause has not been 
ascertained with leasonable accuracy If this 
column was largely used, I should think it would 
be a raattei of censure on the person on whom the 
responsibility for enquiry rests I do not think, 
looking at the piesent system, that such use ot the- 
column, provided it is in accoidance with the 
Magistrate's infoimation, would, justify censuie 
on the Supenntendent of the Asylum, for he has, 
to accept the matennl supplied by the Magistrate 
But he would not be justified m entemig a case as 
cause unknown if the Magistvate showed a cause, 
without refeiring ,t back to the Magistrate for 
furthei consideiation There is no aotual rule 
th It the Superintendent must accept the Magis- 
trate’s recoid as to cause, but practically he must 
do BO, uiileas he has intormation to the contraiy 
Tile diagnosis of coaiso therefore rests with the 
Magistiuto except in those oases m which the 
Superintendent may have an oppoitnnity of in- 
vestigating the cause himself I do not think 
it possible for a 1 ly person to ascertain accurately 
the cause of insanity There is too much tendency 
to jump to conclusions A joint enquiry by the 
Magistiate and the Civil Suigeon, if feasible, 
would be the best possible , but it would be diffi- 
cult to anange such procedure 


ft 
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Evidence of Bbigabe-Suegeon-Lieetenakt-Colonee G A. Maoonachie, 51, D , 
Brincipal, Grant Medical College, Bombay, 


1 None 

2 Possibly , but I have nevei heaid so 

19 1 have never met anv one who used any 
form of hemp, so far as I know 
23 Don t know 
28 and 29 Don’t know 


30 to 32 Don^t know 

36 Can’t say 

37 Don’t know 

39 and 40 Don't know 
41 So far as 1 lecollect, I nevei presciihed any 
form of Indian hemp loi any purpose. 
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42 Being piejudiced agmnBfc the drug when 
first studying Materia Medica, I have jgiioied it 
ever since 

44 Don’t know Writers on Materia Medica 
given certain n^es foi the drug, but they aie so 
uncertain in their statenients tliat I doubted tlioir 
coriectness, and have never used it 


45 and 47 Don’t bnow ' 

49 Don’t know 
67 Have no experience 

In conclusion, I alreadv reported that I bnow 
nothing whatever about this drug, but have liceii 
again called on to mate this report 


65 Evidence of BRiaADE-STOGEON-LlEBTENANT-COLONEI, J Aenott, M D , 
J?hysician w charge, St George's Hospital, Bombay, 


1 Insufficient opportunities, appointments I 
have held affording no scope toi such enquiries, 

30 I believe that these dings are chiefly used 
by men 1 have not seen them used bj children 

31 Yes 

32 I believe bhang is used during religious 


fcstiials, and I have seen low caste Hindus appa- 
rently under its influence during the Muhairam 
41. Yes 

42 I should consider them harmful 
45 (rf) to (y) Yes 


66 JS'oKZence o/ Stjugeon-Ma JOE D N Pauakh, Pa\8i, Sutgeon to the Gooul Bass 

Tejpal Hospital, Malabar Hill, Bombay 


1 I have had \ery few oppoitiinitics, have met 
with only one case of a man “ lunning amuck ” in 
military practice , and liave seen a tew persons 
addicted to the habit, and four or fi\c cases of 
poisoning by Cannabis tndtea I have not bad 
chaige of any lunatic asylums, where alone cases 
are met with of insanity from this cause, and wlitre 
such experience as would enable one to answer these 
questions could be gained 

2 Yes By the same names 

41 Very modeiate use of bhang increases ap- 
petite, and gives staying powei under severe ex- 
ertion This I have noticed in the very few cases 
I have seen It docs not act ns a febufuge or pre 
ventive of disease. By bhang I iiieaii the infu- 
sion of the leaves and seeds commonly called subji 

Bhang in the form of infusion I have known 
to produce the following efft.cts in the persons who 
take it habitually , — It retresbes them, gives them 
pleasant ideas and increases the appetite The 
after-effects are depression and mental obfuscation , 
want of subsequent giatiGcation does produce a 
longing 

45 (a) Yes, mental 

(c) Not, if bhang is moderately used 

[f) Yes It acts as an exciting cause where 
tbeie IS a predisposition, but in the very few casts 
1 have seen theie was no predisposition, and jtt 
it caused insanity, homicidal in character and tern 
poraiy 

46 I have seen a case of “ running amuck ” attri- 
butable to this cause (gan 3 a smoking), the roan 
running blindly and furiously and shooting at 
eveiyone he met on the road I have seen an- 
other case where a wild maniacal delirium follow id 
the excessive smoking, and the man ultimately' 
became paralysed 

4T\I have seen some men use bhang as an 
aphrodfeac Yes, to the last question 

\ Oral evidence 

(Question A— -lam Member of the Iloyal College 
of SurgeonAand LB CP I attended the 
University CoMege, London I have seived foi 


nearly twenty' yearn in the Indian Medical Service 
partly with rcginunts, and for the last twelve 
years in the Civil Department I have had no spe- 
tia! expcnenco of insanity The four or fiveca'cs 

of poisoning I refer to in my first answer Were cases 
of inlovication from ganya, They' were brought to 
the hospital and treated thore They all recover- 
ed, and there were no serious results I had 
no occasion to diagnose these cases from the 
symptoms, because the people said they bad been 
taking ganya Diagnosis from symptoms alone 
would have been ven difllonlt In one or two of 
the cases the contents of tbe stomach were pumped 
out ns well as 1 icmcmbor, but they were not 
sent to the Chemical Analyser, because there was 
no question of foul ploy and no fatal rrsult 
Without the contents of the stomach diagnosis 
between dhatura and ganya would be pr ictically 
impossible 

Qnsstum 4G — The cases I Jiad in mind in my 
answer 4) probably include the cases referred to 
in answer 46, and my answer 45 should he taken 
as retelling to o’cccssivo iibo as regards thc'C cases 
1 am not piepaicd with full details of the cases 
referred to, for I hav e no record of them 

Question 46 — There were two or three persons 
wliom I hud to send to asylums for insanity caused 
by the excessive smoking of ganya , but they oc- 
curred so long aro tliat 1 have no lecollectioii 
either of the exact number of them or of their 
' details The last of these cases must have oceur- 
I red in 1876 or 1877 As well as I remember, 
I did make enquiry in these casts legaiding pre- 
dispo'-ition to ms mity', and found no such causes 
The two cases mentioned in answei 46 were not 
sent to the asylum, and are distinct fiom those 
refentd to above. They occuired about thesime 
time as the others, and I can give no more detail 
about them than is retorded in the answer 1 be- 
lieve they were tiue ganya cases , but I cannot be 
ceitaiii that no other ding was used 1 cannot bo 
certain that the insancs did not take liquoi , but 
there was no delirium iremens or other s\ niptoms 
of alcoholic poisoning The man who i an amuck 
was noisy and violent He first killed the man 
against whom he had a grudge, and then turned 
Ills iiile agaiu't any othei peison he came across 



In the othei case, there was great violence and 
delmutn, nhich was followed by great depiession, 
and finally the man became paralysed, as far as 
I remembei Aente mama was the prominent 
symptom in both cases I have not seen acute 
mama from the effects of dhatura, but am not pre- 
paied to say that it does not result Theie is a 
vanetj of acute mama called tiansient mama 
Ganja-smoking maj be a cause of such minia, 
but it IS not necessarily connected with tosic sub- 
stances, such as ganja and dhatura, I could not 
diagnose the transient mama that results fiom 
toxic causes fiom that due to other causes I 
have never examined a brain of a gan]a insane, 
noi have I lead that auy lessons are to be found 
in Bueh cases I should accept Dr Warden’s state- 
ment that they have mot been discoveied The 
ultimate paralysis in one of the oases was not, I 
believe, due to ganja, and was not consistent with 
the gan 3 a theoiy, but the othei symptoms be bad 
may have been caused by gau]n The diagnosis 
of a case of gan 3 a insanity depends almost entire- 
Iv on pievions history The suddenness of onset 
and other symptoms afford little guide to diagnos- 
is The diagnosis is practically one “by exclu- 
sion.” In attributing the insanity in these cases 


to gan 3 a, I cannot say that I am satisfied that I 
excluded all other causes The diagnosis m the 
two cases rested on statements made by the 
fi tends I had no experience at that time of the 
moderate use of the drugs The only cases I saw 
were those desoiibed Since 1876 to 1877 I have 
seen no cases of insanity aiising from ganja- 
smoking or the use of the hemp drugs in any 
form These last twelve years I have been in civil 
smgeoncies for three years, and foi nine years in 
chiige of the Gokaldass Hospital This hospital 
does not admit insanity cases If we suspect 
insanity, the patient is handed over to the police, 
who make arrangements foi disppsmg of him 
Tlie man who ran amuck did not come to hospital, 
and the case was not undei mv observation He 
shot himself I cannot say exactly whethei the 
man was intoxicated or insane, but it was gan 3 a 
which upset him I cannot say whethei it is 
possible to differentiate between intoxication and 
insanity caused by the hemp drugs, except in the 
matter of duiation of the attack This attack 
lasted, as fai as I know, only a few minutes I 
know nothing of the man’s state before he ran 
amuek except that he smoked gan 3 a 


67. Evidence of SuegeoN'Majob H W B Botd, Superintend nt, Colaba Lunatic 

Asylum, Eomhay. 


1 About seventeen years’ service in India, 
during wliioli I served three and a half yeais with 
regiments, seven v ears as Civil Surgeon and Super- 
intendent of a Jail, and about three and a half 
years as Superintendent, Colaba Lunatic Asylum 

3 Yca , they are locally known as (a) gan 3 a, 
(i) charas, and (c) bhang 

19 Gan 3 a and cbiras are both used for smok- 
ing Gaiija IS also used in the treatment of cattle 
for diseases of the digestive system, and ganya 
mixed with tobacco is used as an application to 
local inflammations 

23 Bhang is never used fot smoking 

28 (a) About 4 tolas, cost about 4 annas 

(5) Up to 12 tolas, cost 1 rupee 

The above lefeis to the use of ganya and charas 
used in smoking As regarcs bhang, moderate 
consumers, about 2 annas worth per diem, and 
excessive consumers, 8 annas per diem No exact 
■weight can bo mentioned, as bbang is given in 
solution with sugar and bhang massala About 
1 tola full for moderate, and 3 tolas for exces- 
sive consumers 

29 (a) Oidinarily tobacco (country) is mixed 
with gau 3 a as well as with charas 

(J) Dhatura is used sometimes with gan 3 a to 
increase its intoxicant effects 

Bhang massala contains bhang i seei, sugai 1 
seer, massala (consisting of almonds 2 tolas, pista- 
chio nuts 2 tolas, poppy seeds 1 tola, aniseed \ tola, 
cardamoms 4^ of a tola, rose petals (fresh) 1 tola, 
chaiolee 1 tola, plums or raisins H tola, black 
pepper i tola), water, cold, 24 ounces 

30 Bhang is chiefly used in company , gan 3 a 
and chains are also used in company These 
drugs are also consumed in solitude, but to a 
limited extent 

The use of these drugs is mainly confined to 
male sex , although it is also used to considerable 
extent among the lower class of females, such as 
Cbamars and Dheds It is not usual to give 
Vol vu 


these diugs to children, but in exceptional cases 
bhang is used lu the form of bala golee, vtz , pills 
mixed with aromatics, for colic in infants, and also 
as a sedative in restlessness of new-born infants 

81 The habit is easily foimed, and easily left 
off This refers only to the use of drinking bhang. 
The smoking of gan]a and charas, however, is said 
to be diflicult to lea' e off Theie is a tendency to 
mciease tlit ding 

32 Smoking gan 3 a and charas is prevalent in 
social meetings of a fiiendly nature Bhang is 
very seldom used as a drink iii religious ceremo- 
nies, though it IS used considerably on holidays as 
Dewah, Dussera, and pleasure parties 

3b Gan 3 a, charas and bhang aie preferred to 
alcohol, as they aie cheaper, and it does not appear 
that alcohol is substituted in their stead 

87 Charas is a stronger pieparation than gan 3 a, 
and the intoxication pioduced thereby is moie 
lasting in its effects The intoxication resulting 
from the use of gan 3 a smoking lasts usually for 
about a couple of hours The intoxication pio- 
duced by bhang lesults in a condition of hilaiity 
and hallucinations of a pleasurable nature, and 
during this condition the appetite is enormously 
increased 

39 Smoking gan]^ and charas appears to he 
more in 3 unous than the drinking of bliang, be- 
cause dnnking is indulged m to a limited, extent, 
while smoking the drug is indulged in to a larger 
extent 

40 Gan 3 a is commonly used as a medicine in- 
teinally m digestive disorders affecting cattle 
It IB used by native practitioners, hakims, etc , as 
follows — Juice of fresh leaves are used to the 
head as a parasiticide , it alla 3 '’S paiu when dropped 
into the eai , also used as an astniigent in 
diaiihffia, and as a diuretic and to check gonor- 
ihceal discharges The powdered dry leaves are 
used as an application to ulcers to promote granu- 
lations , also used locally to cheek inflammations 
as erysipelas and as an anodyne to local neuralgias. 


X 
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41 (o) Native practitioners use it as sueli in 
small doses 

(J) This IS a popnlar belief, bnt of the truth 
of it there is no reliable evidence obtainable 

(c) It is need as such iii some paits of Bengal 

It undoubtedly acts as a stimulant and seda 
tive, and people accustomed to its use can beat 
hunger and work without food for a longer time , 
so in this way it prevents bodily waste of tissues 

43 Ido I have not known a case where the 
moderate use of the drug has done harm 

/44 Primarily stimulant , secondauly anodyne, 
sedative and antispasmodic Na’ cotie in large 
doses In small doses it is said to allay hunger , 
in moderately large doses it is beheved to increase 
the appetite, diuretic and paituiifacient proper- 
ties have been assigned to it, but these lattei 
require confirmation Naiootic and intosicaiit 
effiect usually lasts a (ouple of hours Slight 
longing or uneasiness is felt by the want of it 
No marked after-effects The following have been 
noted as occnriing after its use , — Dullness, lazi- 
ness, redness of the conjunctivie, thirst, appetite 
increased 

45 The habitual moderate use of these drugs 
produces, I think, no deleteiious effects I don^t 
think it impairs the constitution oi in 3 ures the 
digestion or appetite , neither have I known any 
cases where it caused dysentery, bronchitis or 
asthma, nor taken in modeiation does it destioy 
the moral sense, nor induce laziness, though it 
, undoubtedly stimulates, I think, the sexual ap- 
petite I do not think in modeiation it deadens 
the intellect or produces insanity It has always 
appealed to me to be simply the exciting cause of 
insanity Of itself, and without any piedisposmg 
cause, it nevei excites symptoms of insanity when 
taken in moderation, vide paragraph 46 


46 When taken in excess, and long continued, it 
impairs the brain and intellect, making the person 
taking it heavy, stupid and listless In this way 
it also impairs the moral sense an 1 induces lazi- 
ness, with a tendency to immorality I do think 
that it produces temporary acute mania when 
taken in veiy excessive doses, with oi without 
any piedisposmg cause This mama, wheie there 
IS no predisposing cause, passes off m a short time 
Where there is a predisposing cause, it merely 
excites the disease, which may oi may not be pei- 
maneiit This permanent form may, though com- 
mencing as acute, end in any form of insanity, 
according to its heredity or predisposing cause If 
temper iiy insanity is caused, the symptoms are un- 
doubtedly set up again by the excessive use of the 
drug when resumed There are, as a rule, no 
typical symptoms to distinguish it from insanity 
induced by othei causes Many insanes who have 
no recorded gan 3 a history confess to the use of the 
drug 


There is no doubt that there are insanes whoi 
history shows they weie addicted to the diut 
who have been admitted to this asylum, an 
whose insanity was not due, lu my opinion, to r 
and the use of it was eithei a coincidence or wa 
taken as a medicine for the relief of pain, or t 
allay mental anxiety and brain disease I hav 
no evidence to prove that insanity may ofte 
tend to indulgence m the hemp drugs by thos 
who are deficient in self-control through weakene 
intellect, but my opinion is that this is so 

47 and 48. No. 


49 Yes , charas-smoking has the effect of in- 
creasing the sexual appetite, and is used for pro- 
ducing this effect The habmual use of the drug 
as an aphrodisiac is believed to produce impotence 
Hindus are said generally to use bhaug as a drink 
in small doses for producing the effect as an 
aphrodisiac 

50 It IS not used for this puipose in excessive 
doses 

56 Among natives dhatura is sometimes mix- 
ed with gan 3 a to increase the intoxication 

57 Gan 3 a is said sometimes to be eaten in a 
pan-ka-bidda ^ In this foim it produces slight 
intoxication , but this is only the case in excessive 
habitual consumers 

57 (a) Besides gan 3 a, ehaias and bhang, there 
IS a preparation in the form of a sweetmeat in 
thin, square, semi-tianspaient, light gieenish 
pieces, about 2j inches square It consists of 
bhang, sugar, butter, flour and milk This is also 
eaten to pi educe its intoxicant and narcotic effects 
This preparation is known and sold in the bazais 
as under the name of ma 3 um 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — Apart fiom my Colaba Asylum 
expeneiice I have had no special experience in 
insanity, though I had of couise the usual Netley 
course The Colaba asylum is my sole charge , 
but I have on two occasions officiated in other 
appointments in addition to my duties I have 
acted as Professor in several chairs in the Grant 
Medical College and as Thud Physician, Guiator 
of the Museum and Pathologist in the Jamset]! 
Jee 3 eebhoy Hospital, as well asPiesidenoy Suigeou 
on several occasions I knew of gan 3 a-smoking 
befoie niy asy lum expenence , bnt I had no oppor- 
tunity of studying its effects I probably heard 
of it as a cause of insanity 

I think that alcohol is much more deleterious than 
hemp drugs It produces oiganic changes in the 
system I have inquued from others and have 
not found that such changes tike place from hemp 
drugs Nor do I know of them fiom my own 
knowledge 1 think if they' Ind existed, they 
would have been discoveied ere this Alcohol 
pioduces induiation of the brain when taken to 
excess for apiolonged yienod It also pioduces 
disease of the liver and other organs, which is not 
produced, so fai as I know, by any of the hemp 
drugs The hemp drugs "impair the brain " in 
the sense of impairing its activity without produe* 
ing pathological change It would be better to 
say that they “ impair the intellect ” I cannot 
lemember at present other points of comparison in 
respect to iniurious effects The prolonged exces- 
sive use of ganya and chans (not bhang) makes a 
man heavy, dull, stupid , but these same symptoms, 
and worse, would probably be produced by taking 
alcohol in excessive doses for niolonged periods 
In regard to the moderate use, I think that it does 
no harm in eithei hemp dings or alcohol I have 
been speaking of and comparing the injurious e£ 
fects of the excessive use of both I have not gone 
into asylum statistics on tins point of the differ- 
ence between them in regard to insanity , but my 
opinion IS clear and (I believe) would be supported 
j by statistics As to opium, I think it less harm- 

• Pan Xa bidda— a small throe cornered packet, nsnally 
fastoned into shape hy a clorc, consisting of pan leaf, betol- 
nnt, chunam and cardamom seeds The above ingredients aro 
mapped up in the pan loafj and the edge of the leaf fixed by a» 
clove. 
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£ul fcban either whether it is eaten or smoked I 
know of no organio change taking place in tlie 
human system fiom opmm The difference be- 
tween hemp dings (except bhang) and opium is one 
of degiee the excessive use of gan]^ or charas 
being more deletenous than opium I think bhang 
IS probably, if possible, less deleterious than opium 
I think that the opium and hemp drug habits are 
about equally piactised Therefore the Colaba 
Asylum statistics seem to bear out my view , for the 
admissions from hemp drugs are set down as higher 
than the Opium oases The alcoholic habit also ib 
not extensively piactised by natives I speak only 
of Bombay There the use of opium and hemp 
drugs IS more general among the natives than 
that of alcohol I have no statistics, but give my 
own opinion only Tlie admissions to the asylum 
•tre fiom othoi p irts of the country (principally 
Bombay and the surrounding talukas) , but my 
rohidiks regarding the people generally are con- 
fined to Bombay J cannot say whethci all the 
mill hands dnhk 1 cannot give detailed statis- 
tics of different classes 1 have only stated my 
general impression that there are more hemp drug 
than alcohol consumers in Bombay 1 lefer to 
hemp diugs taken as a whole Ibose who in a 
joai take hemp dings aie moie numeious than 
those uho take alcohol, but I iliink that the habi- 
tual consumers of alcohol are more numerous than 
the habitual consumers of hemp diugs Gan 3 a is 
habitually consumed, bhang (as a rule) more 
occasionally and by a largo number of the popula- 
tion on festive occasious 

QttesitOft 46 — When a man is received m the 
asylum, papers lu forms A and C aie received 
with him This constitutes all the information wc 
receive as to previous history in respect to cause 
Form C is all wc have The medical certificate 
foi m A usually deals with symptoms only and does 
not deal with cause I find that form C is signed 
as a inle bj the medical officer who evamines the 
patient He gets his information from vanous 
sources, generally from the patient’s friends, flora 
peiBonal observation, or any other source available 
I have been Civil Surgeon My expeneiico was 
that I got the information regaiding cause from 
the friends 01 from the police Very often I had 
cases whcie no friend"! came In such cases I 
trusted to toe police oi wherever I could get my 
information 

At the asylum we supplement this infoima- 
fion by enquiry from the patient’s friends when 
they visit the asylum. That is, when no cause is 
previouly assigned, or where a cause has been 
given and we are able fiom the friends to elicit the 
true facts of the case We very seldom change 
an entry o£ cause already wade fiom the infoim- 
ation of the friends ’Jbe entry in oui register 
IS made immedi itely on the patient’s admission 
The case is written up then, and the cause is enteied 
The patient 18 not kept undei ob'Civatum before 
entering can'e, if any cause is given in the fonn 
Friends come to visit msanes in the large mayouty 
of cases when the patients aie from the city of 
Bombay, hut not generally otherwise Anytime 
between sunrise and sunset visits may be paid , 
hut generally between one and four Generally, 
therefore, the inquiries from friends are made by 
the senior apothecary (in my absence) He has 
no instructions, except that he is to make the 
inquiiies where the entry in regard to cause is 
blank He works at his own discretion. If the 
patient’s friends' alleged the ganja habit, that 
•would he enough to make the entry of ganya as 
the cause, if we had no definite particulars as to 
Vol vii 


cause from the officer signmg the forms The 
apothecary would differentiate between the 
moderate and excessive use of the drug , but if 
only the moderate use were alleged, we would 
probably enter that cause if no other cause were 
elicited This has been generally the practice 
There is no record of the enquiry except the mere 
entry of cause 

I think that if dhatura were used to increase 
lutoxicatioii {vide answer 29 (6) ), that though 
generally similar in effect to ganya, it would have 
a strongei eSect in inducing acute maniacal symp- 
toms, but not in predisposing to permanent 
insanity I do not think its effects aie taken 
into account eithei in the police inquiry oi by the 
apothecary I do not think that ganja either 
predisposes to permanent insanity, though it 
piodnees symptoms of acute mama I do not 
think that a case due to ganya would he differen- 
tiated from a dhatura case except from the history 
The symptoms are much the same Dilatation 
of pupils IS generally absent, I think, in hemp 
drugs cases, otherwise there is no differentiation 
of symptoms The redness of conyunctiva is also 
mentioned, and I have, I think, noticed it, though 
I have not paid attention to these symptoms 
until recently I mean it is only in habitual 
consumers in excess that you have this dull eye 
with red and congested conyunctiva I do not 
mean that this is a symptom of acute mama fiom 
hemp dings In transient mama you also get 
dilated pupils , but I doubt if they would be so 
mneb dilated ns m dhatura In transient mama 
also the symptoms are of short duration Without 
a history I think it would be difficult to diagnose 
between the form of insanity known as transient 
mama and dhatura insanity. I would not say 
impossible Taking hemp ding insanity, dhatura 
insanity and transient mama, they all resemble 
each other to diffierent’ate them would require 
previous history and (if possible) pumping out 
of the contents of the stomach I have once or 
oftener as Civil Surgeon of Dhulia pumped ont 
the contents of the stomach That was foi treat- 
ment, not for diagnosis, as 1 was aheady in 
possession of the facts showing that the cases 
were dhatura poisoning I have conducted post- 
mortem examinations in the asylum on deaths in 
the asylum Of couise we cannot do it if friends 
obyect 1 have nevei seen tissue changes in the 
brain, but I cannot remember any death of a hemp 
drug case in which I looked for pathological 
changes m the bniu I cannot refer to a case 
I have never heard (I may add) of such changes 
I have consulted the pathologist at the Grant 
Medical College , and be also has found no such 
caseb, and is unaware that such changes exist ’ 
Taking the important place that histoiy holds m 
the diagnosis of cause, I think th it n e have a 
veiy unsatisfactory basis The history is often 
unreliable 'Ihus even ganya taken for lelief 
against vvnatis causing insanity may he entered, 
ns the cause We do the best we can, and wheie 
a man id given to ganya-smokiug, I think it 
should be put down in the absence of othei known 
cause , for there we have a 'tangible fact I think 
there is no doubt that ganya in excess does cause 
transient insanity I refer only to the excessive 
use As a scientific basis of any tbeoiy of the 
connection between insanity and hemp drugs, 
these histones are nnioliable, but they are useful 
in giving a clue in respect to treatment 

I take of the 1892 cases, No, 4, Damodhar 
Here 1 have history (on further inquiry) of ganya, 
hhung and mayiim , but nothing was noticed until 
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the death of liis wife and child, when he changed 
hiB habits and was found to have taken to drugs 
There is no hei editary tendency, and I think 
that the history and symptoms both point to 
hemp drugs, though the bereavements may have 
' had to do with it I should therefoie say the 
cause was hemp drugs In Vithu’s case (No 8) I 
have been unable to get further information The 
man was sane with us , but he had to be shown in 
our books , and Ins fnends said he had taken ganja 
Tlie case looks like it 

In ca=e No 5, Moti Hemiai, I do not believe 
ganja was the cause (1) The case was melan- 
cholia with evcitement, not mania , this might bo 
excited not caused by hemp drugs, (2) He died 
from diopsy and old age, shewing disease of 
kidneys, and possibly consequent disease of J;ho 
biain, this would be suthcient cause , and (3) the 
prolonged absence of improvement 

Case No 10, Hirji Makji, is undoubtedly not a 
ganja case, I think The man died of anaimia 
and fatty degenei ition of the heart 

Case No 12, Vishnu Lavmon’s father, was epi- 
leptic The man ate tobacco very largely, and 
his brother now attributes his insanity to this 
He says he nevei saw him take ganja Hisap- 
pomtment is often a cause of insanity where 
there is predisposition, as in this case from bis 
father’s epilepsy. He was also dissolute in life 
I do not believe that this is a ganja case 

Case No 2, Yeso Ragho, is piobably not a ganja 
ease. The partial paraplegia shows that brain 
disease is the cause, and melancholia is the 
natural form foi the disease to take in that case 
I leject this as a ganja case 
Case No 11, Deolo, is a very doubtful case I 
do not believe the insanity was pumarily duo to 
ganja, though that may have been the exciting 
cause. I have been unable to get moie informa- 
tion in this case 

Cases No 8 (Motiram), No 0 (Mahomed Saf- 
dar), and No 7 (Chintaman) aie cases wheic the 
cause rests on the statement of fiionds 

In the fiist of these three cases, I have as- 
■certained from the Aden Staff Surgeon that this 
man’s companions denied that he ever smoked 
ganja , and the first class ilagistrate writes that 
he cannot ascertain anything about the alleged 
ganja habit I think myselt that though a case 
of acute mania, it was not due to ganja, because 
it came on in a veij insidious way which is un- 
usual m ganja, and was pieceded by morosouess 
and tendency to wander Besides the long penod 
under treatment is against the theory of hemp 
origin. 

In case No 6 no information can bo obtamed 
It IS a doubtful case , the man is still in the 
asylum, and not much improved and denies the 
use of ganja , but probably as a beggar he did 
use the drug, and that may have been the exciting 


cause , but that is only a probability I would 
not remove this from the category of toxic in- 
sanity without better information, but I regard it 
ns a very doubtful case 

In case No 7 I think that ganja was the excit- 
ing cause of the insanity — the exciting cause only, 
because there was no improvement in this case 
But after his discharge, the man suddenly reoover- 
td, and has not had another attack up to now 
This IS another reason for thinking it not a ganja 
else If addicted to hemp drugs, ho would pro- 
bably indulge and have a relapse 

Case No 1, Nama’s case, is in my opinion a case 
of acute ephemeral mama due to hemp drugs I 
Ihink the outbreak of 26th July was simply anger, 
and had nothing to do with mental condition I 
believe the information about ganja was obtained 
from his fnends 

Case No 9, Gurudatt, is not a ganja case The 
ganja may have been the existing cause, but not 
the predisposing cause We ha\ e f urthei inform- 
ation about tlie ginja babit before he was at 
present taken ill But there was previous insanity 
also I look on it as a case of tendencj to insanity, 
possibly at the time excited by ganja, but not due 
to hemp drugs 

In case No 13 tbcie is no further information 
The fact of want of impiovement is agiinst ganja 
I should not put the case donn to hemp drugs 
As now advised, I would not put it down as a 
ganja case, although I would still leave it on my 
books thus, simply as a clue Though I believe 
the ganja could only bo an exciting cause, if any 

Three cases (No 1, No 4 and No 8) out of the 
thirteen aie all that I regard as hemp drugs cases 
1 therefore have now ground to conclude that out 
of all the admissions to the asjlum in 1892, only 
three were due to hemp dings, thongh hemp to 
my mind acted as an cxcitmg cause in some of 
the others as shown above I n ould only return 
these thiee ns real cases of toxic ms inity I there- 
fore regard the system of repoiiiiig cases as an 
unsatisfactory basis for founding any conclusion 
as to the connection between bemp drugs and 
insanity, but it is the best we have I regard 
it as bettei not to enter cases in the " unknown ” 
column if we have .any soit of evidence as to 
cause The entry is only to assist us 1 his must 
be borne in mind in estimating the value of our 
returns The entry is mauc to prevent certain 
evidence being lost sight of, and it is so fai reason- 
ably probable and is bettei than nothing 

I think that the hemp drugs have been unfair- 
ly charged with causing insanity , the informa- 
tion IS laigely innccuinte And when we have no 
-accurate information, we have to accept anything 
that may seem to be a possible cause Where a 
coincidence of gaiija-smoking exists, the insanity 
is generally attributed to it, though in ray opi- 
nion often very unfairly' 


68 Bvidenoe of SxJBaEON-LlEXITENANT-CoLONEL M. L. Babtholometjsz, mb,* 
Civil Suigeon, and Superintendent, Lunatic Asylum, Almedahad 


1 Opportunities limited only to ca=es seen in 
the asylum 

2 Yes, bhang, charas and ganja 
19, Yes, so far as I know 

23 Bhang is never used foi smoking, so far as 
I have been infoimed. 


28. (fl) Smoke 2 pies weight of ganja, costing 
3 pies in value 

-(5) Smoke about a rupee’s weight of ganja 
costing about eight pies 

29 Oidinaiily mixed with tobacco I havQ 
heard of no other admixtures. 


<* Was Bummoned to attend at a meeting of the Commission for oral examination, but vras unable to nppei 
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I do not know of any pieparation, such as 
thang massala 

30 Ganja is mostly used in this district, I 
Tieheve, and is mainly confined to the male sex 
Childien never use it 

31 Yes, but modeiate consumers can also 
easily break it off , and tlieie is no tendency for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 
■yindei oidinary circumstances 

. 36 No 

39 Most of the cases which were undei my 
observation weie eases of gan 3 a-smoLiug lesult- 
ing in insanity Certain constitutions seem more 
pione to insanity under the influence of gan 3 a, 
either from abuse, of the drug, oi fiom in 3 udicious 
use of it before the habit is formed, especially in 
early adult life 

41 Not suffioiently acquamted with the sub 3 ect 
to offer an opinion thereon 

Under exceptional circiimstauees it may be nse- 
fnl under (a) and {6) to those accustomed to its 
use , but the probabihty is that its ill-effects in the 


long run counteihalanee its beneficial effects; 
iheiefore I am inclined to say that even the 
moderate use of it is not to be encouraged 

45 I have not seen a snflioient numbei of cases ' 
to enable me to give a definite opinion on the sub- 
ject aiscnssed That it bnngs about insanity I 
have no doubt , but, as mentioned before, it is 
the abuse of the di ug, or the iD3udicious use of it 
by young people unaccustomed to its use, wbicb 
unhinges the intellect But the prognosis m 
these cases of insanity is generally favourable, 
the patient generally recoveiing within six or 
eighteen months when under tieatment, Mania 
is the usual form of insanity, and on recovery 
the patient is liable to a relapse if be resumes the 
habit of gan 3 a-smoLing This uould lead me to 
believe that gan 3 a-smoking is the piedisposing 
cause of the insanity There are no typical symp- 
toms When insanity lesnlts from gan 3 a, patients 
on recovery geneially attiibute the cause to 
gan3a 

This IS all the infoimation I am in a position 
to offer with lefpience to gan 3 a 


69. Evidence of StrEGEON^LiETiTENANT-CoiiONEL W McConaghy, Civil Sw geon, and 

Superintendent, Jjunatic Asylum, JPoona. 


1 Reference to books, conversations with per- 
sons familiar with their uses, and ohseivations 
on patients whilst under treatment in asylum, etc 

S. Yes, flat gaiya is usually procuiahle here 
They are locally known as bhang, charas (not 
geneially used heie) and ganja 

19 In the absence of bhang, ghota, which is 
piepared by making or lubhing down gan 3 a in a 
vessel, and mixing it with watei, is occasionally 
diunk as a substitute for bhang 

23, Bhang is nevei used for smoking 

28 Habitual modeiate consumeis of bhang 
reqmie half a pice worth or one tola pei day 
An excessive consumei requires two annas worth or 
fioml5to20 tolas dally A moderate consumer 
of gan 3 a requires about half a tola, costing about 
half an anna. An excessive consumer of gan 3 a 
lequires about foui times the above amount 

29 Bhang is rubbed into a thin paste with 
water. More water is then added to it, and ordi- 
narily mixed with sugar and black peppei Excep- 
tionally, in additjon to the before-mentioned, poppy 
seeds, rose petals, fennel, nutmeg and almonds are 
added to give it flavour and taste, and rarely kasni 
seeds [fhehonnm endtvia) Dhatnia is sometimes 
added to bhang to inci ease its intoxicating pro 
perties, 

Gan 3 a is generally mixed with an equal quan- 
tity ot tobacco to modeiate its action, and excep- 
tionally with dhatura or opium to add to its intox- 
icating pioperties Among gosains and bairagis 
a mixture of gan 3 a, dhatura, nux vomica, aconite, 
opium, and even, it is said, white arsenic and ras 
kapur (an impure mixture of meieunal chlorides) 
is used for smoking and called “panchratni 
chillum ” 

, Charas is said to be generally mixed with six to 
eight times its bulk of tobacco to moderate its 
action 

Yes , bhang massala consists of black pepper, 
fennel, rose petals, poppy seeds, nutmeg and 
kasDi seeds 

30. The consumption of these drags is practised 


both in solitude and company, but, it is said, to a 
greater extent in company It is chiefly confined 
to the male sex The habit is generally contracted 
after pubeity Women and children do not, as a 
lule, u=e these drugs. Some prostitutes are known 
to use bhang and gan]a 

31 The habit of taking these drags is not easily 
formed , but when foimed, it is diBaoult to break 
off There is a tendency in modeiate consumers 
to develop into excessive consumers 

32 Bhang being considered a favouiite of the 
god Shiva, It IS drunk by many on Maba Sbiva- 
latra day It is not consideied essential, and is 
geneially taken in moderation It is indulged in 
during the Shimga holidays for cieating mirthful 
sensations, and usually temperately The practice 
IS not likely to lead to the formation of the habit 
01 be otheiwise in 3 unous 

36 Theie is not suSicient reason for thinking 
that alcohol is now being substituted for any of 
these dings, 

37 Chaias and gan 3 a produce immediate intoxi- 
cation, the effect of the formei lasting longer, 
Gan 3 a-smoking does not lead to excessive nar- 
cotism, and the effects pass off sooner The nar- 
cotism induced by bhang will vaiy with the 

I quantity drunk It comes on latei and lasts for 
a longer time than that fiom gan 3 a 

39 No, the reverse is geneially considered to 
be the more correct Gan 3 a and ehaias-smoking 
are more in 3 urious than bhang-dnnking, in conse- 
quence of the neivous system being more readily 
iffected through the pulmonary than the digestive 
system The above statement is supported by the 
admission into the asylum in 1892 of six cases 
attributable to the use of hemp drugs. Of these, 
five were due to gan 3 a-smoking and only one to 

’ bhang-dnnking The type of insanity resulting 
from excessive use of hemp drugs is almost in- 
vanahly mama of the acute form 

40 They are never prescribed alone by native 
vaidyas or hakims , hut bhang forms an ingredient 
of some piescriptions Bhang is used in the treat- 
ment of cattle-disease 



41 (a) The moderate use of gaujn or bhang is 
said to be beneficial to the digestive system and to 
give (A) staymg-power undei severe exeition , 
(c) and (d) it does not seive as a febiifuge oi pre- 
ventive of malaria 

42 The mcdeiate use of these diugs is pro- 
bably haimless I have known a few modeiate 
eonsumeis of ganja and bhang to enjoy good 
health and long life 

41 The moderate habitual use of these drugs, 
espeoially bhang, is refieshing, slightly intoxi- 
cating, and Cl eates appetite The effects last foi 
about SIX to eight hours Feeling of depression, 
blunting or impairment of taste, slight feeling of 
heaviness in head aie the usual aftei effects The 
want of subsequent giatification causes longing 
and uneasiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of bhang oi 
ganja does not injure the constitution in any way 
It does not injure digestion oi cause loss of appe- 
tite It does not cause dysenteiy, bioncbitis, or 
asthma It does not impair the moral sense or 
induce laziue=sor habits of immorality oi debauch- 
ery It docs not deaden the intellect or pioducc 
insanity 

46 T ne habitual excessive use of bhang oi ganja 
impaiis the constitution, injuies digestion, causes 
loss of appetite and binncbitis, impairs the moral 
sense, and induces laziness It maj deaden the 
intellect aud produce iiisanitj, especially in those 
predisposed to neivous aSeotions The tjpo is 
geneially acute mama, and in about 60 per cent 
of a tempoiaiy nature Patients disehaiged cured 
aie liable to a recuirence of mama if the ganja 
habit IS resumed on icturning home The 
majoiity of insanes fiom ganja usually confess 

0 having taken the diug 

47 The habitual modeinte use does not appeal 
to be a heieditaiy habit and does not affect the 
childien 

48 I am not aware of any case in which the 
habit could be considered hereditaiy, or the 
children in any way affected by its use 

49 The moderate use ot bhang or ganja is 
practised as an aphiodisiac, and said to be used by 
some piostitutes for this purpose The use as an 
aphrodisiac is more injurious than that as an 
ordinary naicotio, as it may induce to sexual 
excesses It does not produce impotence 

50 The excessive use of these d-ugs may lead 
to impotence 

56 The effects of hemp drugs in moderation 
and excess are modified by the administration of 
the following substances, viz , dbatura and opium 
increase intoxicating effect, nu\ vomica and can- 
tharides appear to increase fhe aphrodisiac action 

57. "When ganja oi charas is eaten oi diunk, 
the effects are moie marked than in the case of 
bhang Ganja oi chaias is rarely taken in this 
way, and then onlj m the absence of bhang 

57 (fl) I cannot offer any further information 
on these points 

The above questions have been answered in con- 
sultation with Assistant Surgeons Rao Sabeb 
Bhicajee Amroot Choblie and Dattu Ganesh Sab- 
nis, teachers m the Byramjee J Medical School 
Poona, the formei of whom has considerable local 
expenenoe in these subjects 

Oral evidence. 

- Question 1 —I have had no special experience in 
Bnglaad regarding insanity. lamof nearlytwenty- 


fivo years’ service, the last fifteen of which have 
been passed in civil emplojment I have been in 
charge of the Dharnar Lunatic Asyluna for about 
six 01 seven years, the Colaba Asylum for a veiy 
short period, the Poona Asylum foi bioken periods, 
amounting to about two j ears I was onlj in 
charge of the Poona Asylum for the Inst three 
months of the year 1892 

Question 29 — I have seen a number of cases of 
supposed dlntura poisoning I have never seen dha- 
tura used with the hemp drugs The information on 
this point was obtained from the Senior Assistant 
Suigeoii So also ns regards “ panch ratni ” my 
lufoimation is cecoiid hand I believe it is tiue, 
as stated in my answer 5G, that nux vomica and 
cantharides incieaso the aphiodisiac pioperties of 
the hemp diug These diugs arc generallj mixed 
with bhang in the liquid foim I have seen a 
liquid pitpaiation which wns said to contain tliC'C 
drugs, though I have never seen it actually pre- 
paicd I don’t understand why nux \ omit i 
should be mixed in the preparation called panch 
latni,” foi I am not aware that it is an intoxicant 
Nux vomica is a tonic, and serves that purpose in 
fhe pieparation named Aconite is not intoxicant, 
but it IS given to reduce fever, and is a tonic 
Arsenic is not an intoxicant, os far as 1 know I 
have little csjitrieiico of the impure chlorides of 
mcrcnij All these tour drugs arc more pro- 
bablj admixed for then tonic properties Opium 
would supplj the intoxicating element combined 
with the ganja and dhatnia I believe the 
“ paneh ratni ” is prcjiared for smoking I think 
it natural and likely that fakiis and bairngis 
should fake such a drug in the circumstances 
undei which tliej live I don’t believe that these 
pieople take strong drugs to excite intciest or ad- 
miration, but foi the phjsical benefit cxjiected 
fiom them Aisenic inhaled would prohablj be 
quicker in its action, but 1 doubt if it would 
be more potent in its effect than if it wore talcon 
into the stomach 1 think cantharides would have 
its active principle destioyol in the process of 
smoking 

Question 46 — I think it is ganja and not bhang 
which IB likely to jirodutc bronchitis Bhang 
would onli do so as a sccondarj' effect if it weakened 
the constitution It would not have the direct 
effect any mere than alcohol would I believe 
ganja does it by irritating the lining mcmbiane 
of the tubes of the lungs Bhang used in excess 
would, I think, be more likely to produce dysentery 
than ganja would, because it irritates the lining 
of the stomach and bowels 

I have seen and treated a number of cases of 
tempoiarj insanity, caused, as 1 believe, by the 
hemp drugs, outside mj asylum experience, Such 
cases recover when the habit is discontinued The 
longest period such cases hav e remained un'dei my 
observation is ten or fifteen daj s I cannot give the 
details of any such case I don’t think these cases 
would present any phase of the subject of hemp 
drug insanity which we could not ascertain equally 
well from asylum cases 

"When a case comes to the asylum, it is accom- 
panied by a certificate in Form A, a statement in 
form C, and an order from the Magistrate I fill u]^ 
the asylum register fiom Form C immediately on 
its receipt It contains details, from which the 
diffei’Cnt headings in the registei are filled up The 
legistei IS filled up by the assistant at the time of 
the luntitic’s admission According to' my idea of 
asylum pi actice, the entries must he in accordance 
with Foim C If the cause is entered as unknown, 
it must be so entered m the register An alter- 
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ation piobalbl5' would be made if information of a 
reliable charactei could be obtained, but this is not 
often done The alteiation would not be made 
without the pel mission of the Magistrate Form 
C ought to be filled up by the Magistrate That has 
been ray experience in font other stations The Civil 
Smgeon has not the same facilities as the Magis- 
trate for collecting the lequired infoi matron as to 
history and cause The case comes to the Civil 
Surgeon foi obseivation only As Supeiintendent 
of the Asylum, I should not alter the legister, 
of which the entiles have been derived fiom Foim 
C, -without reporting the matter to the Magistrate 
Anv alteration of the kind would have a reeoid in 
the sLape of an erasure and a reference to the Magis- 
tiate The Magistrate has the facility of making en- 
quiry that is supplied by the attendance of the rela- 
tions in some cases I don't know the procedure 
followed by the police in the case of Guljai Shah 
the entry in the asylum register is ganja smoking 
That does not agree with head in Foim C> 
-where the entry is “ The abovementioned ganja- 
smoLing and religious and isolated habits," and 
the assistant admitted to me that a mistake bad 
been made in not copying the whole entty which 
appears in Foim C In tiie case of Rangnath 
Trimbak, the cause entered in the asylum registei 
IS “ Drinks bliang," while the entry against bead 12 
of Form C is " Unknown " It is probable that 
the entry m the register was taken from the entry 
against head 6 of Form C, which is apparently 
copied verbatim This was not in my time, bat 
I think that if an entry in Foim C shows that 
the lumtio drinks bhang it would be a mistake to put 
cause unknown against head 12 of the form, even 
though bhang may not have been the only cause 
In the case of Trimbak Viuayak, the entry against 
head 12 of Form C is “ Ganja-smoking and absti- 
nence from food," and m the register the cause 
is put down as “ Gan3a-smokiug " This occuried 
betore my time The Su2}eiintendeot may not 
have considered that abstinence from food was an 
existing cause, but I think he was wrong in mak- 
ing the entry he did In the case of Laxinan 
Nandram, the eutiy “Gan3a and liquoi ” reverses 
the order in which -the drug appears in head 6 of 
Foim C, and is contrary to head 12 of Form C, 
wbeie the enti-y IS “Unknown" I can’t explain 
why this was done In the case of Han Trimbak, 
the entry against head 12 of Foim C is “ Unknown 
hej ond the habit of smoking gan3a," and in the 
register “ Gan3a-smoking ” In the case o£ Paras- 
ram there is no entry of catise m Foim C,but 
against heads 11 and 12 appears “ He had an 
illness seven years ago, hut does not give a clear 
account" The register shews " Gan3a-smoking " 
In these six cases the i egister entry does not agree 
with the Civil Surgeon’s certificate, and there ought 
to he something on the record to explain the differ- 
ence I cannot explain the piocedure of that time, 
foi Dr Hughes was in charge and the assistant is 
dead It is from this register that the ann-ual 
returns are compiled which show these six cases 
as the only hemp drag admissions of 1892 

In the case of Giil3ar Shah there is no further 
information beyond that furnished in the papers 
I think gan3a has been propeily enteied as the 
cause It was in my opinion the chief and the 
existing cause , and I think that, if the man had 
not taken the g3n3a, be would not have become 
insane, altho-ogh the ascetic and isolated habit may 
have predisposed him towards insanity The fur- 
ther information that has been gathered b} recent 
enquiry in the ease of Rangnath shows that the 
bhang-dnnkmg was moderate, and in accordance 
with what I had previously been told But my 


prn ate opinion IS that the bhang dunking must 
have been greater Asa lule the insanity from 
bhang drinking passes oft quickly, and I think 
there must have been a predisposing cause m the 
present case, because the man had pre-viousl) been 
insane, and his present attack had lasted tan and 
a half years I believe that countiy liquor is 
more likely to cause insamty than bhang, and I 
have no reason to doubt that in the present case 
the man d d take liquor, as he himself said The 
ease may therefore have been due to both liquor 
and bhang, and liquor may have been the more 
impoitant factor of the two The asylum i-ecords 
show that during the last five years there have 
been 31 admissions from gan3a, 1 fiom bhang, 
and 10 from countiy liquor, and I therefoie regard 
liquor as a moie piolific cause of insanity than 
bhang. 

In the case of Trimbak Vinayak, I think the 
cause is gan3a, the effects of which were increased 
by the abstinence from food In the case of Lax- 
man Nandram, the lunatic was insane for two 
and a half 3 ears before he came into the asylum 
and one and a half years since I see no reason to 
doubt his statement that he only smoked gan3a 
occasionally and drank liquoi fiequently for years 
The dose of ganja, as shown in the lecent enquiry, 
IS moderate If the man’s statement regaiding 
his dunking is accepted, I think it may hive been, 
as mucb as gan3a, the existing cause, 01 perhaps 
the moie impoitant cause lu any case, there was 
piobably Some predisposing cause 

In the case of Paiasiam, the recent euqniiy 
has not lesulted in confirming the alleged gan3a 
habit But I think neveitheless that the man’s in- 
sanity was due to gan3a, because he admits the prac- 
tice , and I do not believe that he gave up the habit 
five 01 ten years ago He says this sometimes, but 
at othei times he admits the habit His 
appeaiance also confirms me m my opinion The 
fact that in the lecent enquiry people who knew 
the insane say that they never saw him indulge 
in gan3a makes ns regard the case as a doubtful 
one If I were preparing statistics for the 
purpose of showing -the effects of hemp drugs, I 
should not class this ns a hemp case.* 

In the case of Han Tiimbalc, the Civil 
Smgeon evidently had doubts as to the cause of 
insanity I have never known insanity to arise 
from cholera, though the disease might predispose 
it by weakening the constitution I don’t at- 
tnbute the attack of insanity in this case to the 
cholera If the insane had not resumed his gau3a 
habit aftei reooveiy from the cholera, I don’t 
think he would have become insane The cholera 
weakened the man’s constitution and rendered him 
more liable to the gan3a pokon 

Out of the six hemp cases admitted to the 
asylum in lh92, I would only exclude the two 
cases of Rangnath anu Parasiam for the reasons 
given above 

Ihe usual type of hemp drug insanity is acute 
mama Acute mama may he due to various causes 

• ’Extract from a letter N'o 112, dated 6th Decemler 1893, 
from the magistrate, 1st Class, Sktisawal, Kaandesh, to the 
Sttperitttendent, Lunatic Asglum, Eoona, read ocer to 
vntness ^ 

^ ^ t/- If- * 

“None of ttio persons who knew anything of Parasram 
says that ho was ever nadictcd to smoking ganja or taking 
any other narcotio or alcohol m any form whatsoever There 
js nothing except the medical certificate {copy not retamci 
here) sent you that he ever smoked ganja at all ” 

^ * it 



'There ire no tjpicil symptoms that I am awaie 
o£ toenible jou to dngnose hemp ding insimty 
Gauja cases geneially recovei rapidly Cases 
arising from mental shock are of longer duration 
To diagnose by this symptom, theiefere, the 
patient must he undei continuous obseivation It 
IS nevei tieless the practice to entei the cm se im- 
mediately on the admission of > i case to the 
asi him But it IS supposed that the Civil Suigeon 

has had the man under observation for a week or 
ten daj s moie or less, and has diagnosed the cause 
Insanes aie raiely cured by the time theyieacli 
the ns} him The Civil Suigeon only keeps the 
man long enough to satisfy himself that he is 
insane As a lule the Civil Surgeon's diagnosis 
IS accepted, but if the Superintendent has leason 
to think the diagnosis is wiong, he ought to 
change it As a fact, I have not known of ant 
case of such change since 1 have been at Poona 
The symptoms aie of short duration m the 
majority of cases, about a ueekoi ten djs If it 
is a second attack, oi the indulgence has gone to 
gr°at eveess, the insanity would last longer I 
know the insanity of the kind called tiansient 
mania I believe it to he caused by mental shook 
01 nervous shock, oi a debauch of wine, bhang, or 
other iiitoi.ieants, espooully bj' a poison of weak 
temperament I have known fevei to pioduco it 
in the latter case It js most often due to moral 
causes, and not to tosic physical causes, though 
these may produce it 1 think that transient 
mania caused by gaiija would he difficult or 
almost impossible to distinguish from the same 
form of insanity due to anj othei case if liistorj 
were wanting I think I have noticed that 
persons insane from bhang have led and watery 
eyes This symptom may be produced by fever, hut 
IB generally present in bhang cases The use of 
hemp IS likely to produce contraction of the pupil, 
hut in gieat excess to the point of intoxication oi 
insensibility it might cause dilatation I do not 
think short duiation, redness of ejes, and dilated 
pupils would be sufficient to diagnose a case upon 
These symptoms would point to hemp insaintj 
rather than any other cause, but thej' are recognised 
as symptoms of transient mama due to other causes 
than hemp dings But I think redness of eyes 
is more maiked in hemp insanity than in othei 
cases I think an accurate history is essential 
to dngnose the cause of insanity Hemp drugs 


max predispose, hut I should lather legard them 
ns exciting cause of insanity I think the homp^ 
diugs have slightly cumulative effects, but not 
moie so than alcohol They are not to be classed 
with oigitalis or arsenic in this lespect Foi 
diagnosis, duiatiou of the habit, the amount of 
diug used, and heieditarj liistorj aio neces-aiy 
I think that if the information regarding a man 
sufToung from acute mama weie nothing more 
than that he was ganja smokei, the ganja should 
be legal ded as the existing cause in eighteen cases 
out of twenty The mere statement of the ganja 
habit would be sufficient if there weie no leason to 
disbelieve it 

The man whose case is reported by Jlr Fox 
was brought to me occasionally as an out-dooi 
patient a yeai ago I have cndeavouied to get 
further information about him, but Mr Fox is at 
present in Bombay, and he has not mentioned the 
man's name My recollection is that I was 
informed that his attack was due in great 
measure to the persecution he had suffered on 
account of his conveisiou to Chnstiaiuty, and that 
he had faKen to smoking ganja in consequence I 
only saw tho man two or thiee times as an out- 
patient, and am unable to exclude other possible 
causes to account toi his mental condition I 
remembei telling hir Fox that if he allowed the 
man to go on smoking, he would certainly get an 
attack ot acute mama I formed this impression 
from the man's looks, which appeared to me to 
show that he was verging on insanity The 
infoirantion about the cause of the man's distress 
came from bis friends, who either told me oi the 
house surgeon 

I have been observing cases of hemp drug 
insanity for seven or eight j ears I have not 
observed the effects of the hemp drugs apart fiom 
insanity I have spoken to many people who 
have told me they were moderate smokers, but 
seen no effects among such persons 1 do not 
know any excessive con°umer, nor have I had to 
do with any such persons, except m the way of 
treatment for mental disease My impression of 
the connection between hemp drugs and insanity 
IS therefoie not based ou any knowledge of the 
geneial consumption and effects of the drug 
among the people 


70 Evidence o/ S uegeon-Major H McCalman, Civil Surgeon, and Siqienntendehf, 

Eharttar Lunatic Asylum 


Oi al evidence 

(Question 1 — I am Supeiintendent of the 
Dhaiwai Lunatic Asylum I came out in 1877 
in the Indian Medical Seivice The greater pait 
of my time I have passed in civil emploj I was 
in military employ the first two oi three jears of 
my seiviee I was in chaige of the Eatnagiii 
Asylum, but Lave had no English experience of 
insanity I have been in charge of the Batnagm 
and Dharwar Asylums for a total period of seven 
years I was not in charge of the Dharwai 
Asylum during the whole of 1892 I was absent 
from May to September Since September 1892 
I have been in charge at Dharwar I did nob 
gam much experience of hemp drug insanity at 
JDharwar 

Quethon, 45 — When a lunatic is sent to me as 
Civil Surgeon for observation, he is locked up in 


a room, set apait for the puiqiose, under a proper 
guaid, and kept iindei obseivation with a view 
to repoit to the Magistrate At the same time I 
make enquiiies of the police or lelations, if any, 
as to the' cause of insanity, not because I have to 
certify to cause, but to thiow light upon the case 
The M igistrate sends me a paper containing in- 
formation as to cause As Gml -Surgeon, I think 
I should accept that information without fuithei 
enquiry, if it contained a statement of cause suffi- 
cientlv deal and definite I should make enqmiy 
to confiim the information , but I should not make 
any with the view of refuting it The iMagis- 
tiate’s information is usually sent in a printed 
form (Form C) That form is passed on to the 
asylum, and the information it contains is treated 
by the Superintendent in the same way in which 
the Civil Surgeon had treated it If the Form C 
contained a clear statement as to cause, I should 
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tiansferibto the asylum legistei It would be 
entered in the legister within a day or two of the 
admission of the lunatic I would accept it, because 
I tbink the Magistiate has greatei facihties than 
I have to conduct an enquiry into the previous 
history of the patient, and because the diagnosis 
of cause depends practically exclusively on his- 
toiy. 

I don’t know thiougli what officer the Magis- 
trate conducts his enquiry. I should hesitate 
to accept the results of an enquiry conducted by a 
Head Constable unless they had been verified by 
the Magistrate I am not awaie of the procedure, 
and cannot say if it is usual for the Magistrate to 
verify the enquiry 

In the case of Dariappa, admitted to the asylum 
in 1892, I have lead the remarks in column 5, 
and I am inclined to think that though insanity 
may have arisen from both liquor and ganja, the 
latter should be regaided as the predisposing 
cause 

I should hardly say that there were anj' typical 
symptoms in hemp drug insanity The symptoms 
pieseut aie generally those of acute mania It 


would, I think, he incorieot to say that all the 
symptoms which I have observed in hemp drugs 
insanity are to be found in cases of acute mania, 
due to other causes The shortness of duiation 
of the attack is, I think, suggestive of the hemp 
drug cause To discover this sign the patienu 
must be kept under observation The cause is 
entered in the legister directly the patient arrives 
I do not lecollect an instance in which I have 
found it necessary to alter the cause recorded by 
the Magistrate The diagnosis of cause is that 
furnished by the Magistrate, when it is given 
The opinion quoted in the remarks on the case of 
Eaya-bin-Basapa that “habitual use of ganja 
may weaken the mind, while the occasional exces- 
sive use produces acute mama ” is mine I mean 
prolonged moderate use by the term “ habitual 
use , " and I think the effect of that is to produce 
mental vacuity rathei than acute mania , but I 
would not exclude the possibility of acute mania 
aiising from such use 

In the absence of any other cause, if the ganja 
habit weie asserted, I should accept that as the 
cause of insanity. 


71 Evidence of Suegeon-Majob D. 0 Davidson, Acting Civil Surgeon, and Super- 
intendent of the Jail and Ininatio Asylum, JDharmar. 


1 As Civil Surgeon in various places, Superin- 
tendent of Jails, Acting Health Othcer of Bombay, 
in native regiments, etc 

2 The only two vaiiehes chat I have been able 
to obtain in this district aie ganja and bhang 
Cbaras is practically unknown, 

19 Charas does not appeal to he used at all in 
this distuct, and ganja for smoking only 

23 Bhang does not appear to be used in this 
district 

28 (a) Roughly speaking, about two drachms 
and over 

(6) One ounce or more 

29 Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with the ganja 
I have not met with instances in which the other 
articles have been used 

Bhang massala has been repeatedly described to 
me It IS generally stated, with some slight 
variations, to consist of uhang, opium seeds, cucnm 
her, pepper, nutmeg, milk, sugai, etc. 

30 Appears to be smoked indiffeiently in com- 
pany or in solitude. Mainly confined to the male 
sex, and to no particular time of adult life I 
know of no ipstaace in which ganja has been con 
sumed by childien 

31 Appears to be easily formed, and as a rule 
difficult to break off There does not appear to he 
any particular tendency for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive Nothing more I should 
say than an occasional instance liable to occur m 
the habitual use of all stimulants or sedatives 

32 lam not aware of any 

36 I have not met with oi heard of any in- 
stances 

37 Oharas is practically unknown in this dis- 
trict as also dunking of preparations of bhang 

39 Ganja smoking appears to he pinotieally 
the only form in which the hemp plant is used in 
this district 

40 It is used extensively by the people them- 
selves in malarial lever, iheumatism, djspepsia, 
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dial rhoea, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc , etc , 
hut I am not awaie of any school of Native 
Doctors recommending it 

41 It is used as a tome for cattle, especially 
when the animals do not eat then food well 

{a) to (c) Stated to be so 

(d) Stated to be useful in dyspepsia, rheuma- 
tism, and as a sedative, anodyne, etc, 

42 The moderate use of the diug would appear 
to be practically harmless The instances ot 
piisoneis given in the accompanying form would 
seem in a measure to hear out this 

44 Said to have a soothing effect Stated to 
be refreshing and not to produce intoxication in 
moderate quantities It does not allay hunger , 
on the central y, said to increase the appetite 
The want of subsequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness, and sometimes a feeling 
of weakness of the extremities 

45 So fai as I can learn, the moderate use of 
ganja in smoking does not appear to be either 
physically or mentally injurious, generally speak- 
ing 

46 Excessive use is liable to be attended with 
violent excitement terminating in insanity of an 
acute maniacal form characterised by a tendency 
to eaily recovery on discontinuance of the drug 
Sufficient evidence as to hemp drugs being the 
cause of other forms of insanity does not yet 
appear to have been adduced, 

47 In several cases the habit appeals to have 
passed from father to son, but whether merely as 
the effect of association or hereditary transmission 
it is difficult to say 

48. The above would appear to hold good in 
both cases 

49 I have not been able to obtain inf oi matron 
of then being so used oi of their producing 
impotence 

50 I have not been able to obtain information 
of any cases in which the drugs were said to be 
so used 


r 
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56 I liavo no infoimation o£ admixture o£ any 
of tlic sobstauces mentioned except opium Seeds 
lu bliang mas'ah 

67 Clnras appears to bo unknown m this dis- 
tnot as also ganja driuking or eating 


67((i) Yes, that contained in tbeaccompnnjing 
form, wliieli contaiiiB the results of enguincs 
amougsb tho prisono’-s in the Dliarwai .Tail The 
onl} preparation referred to tbrongboiit is gaiija, 
winch IS used for smoking in this distnet. 


72 JUcidctice of "W E Jlnnings, Ctiil Siwgcon, and Supcrmlend- 

ent, Jiatnagiri hnnaitc Asylum 


Ot al evidence. 

I am Superintendent of tho Ratnagin Asylum 
I have been in charge just over a }car since Nov- 
emboi 1892 I have had no other experience of 
a special character in respect to insanity 1 had 
seen a low cases of people affetted bj ganja in 
regiments The}' were cases of tho temporar} 
effects of ganja, lather cases of intoxication from 
ganja. 1 do not remember to have eolii anj 
cases of insanity 

I know of no literature dealing witii tho sub- 
ject of hemp drug insanity When I came hero, 
1 airivcd at the Cans ilion of hemp drug iii'^anitj 
from the liistor} , from such facts and history ns 
I have been able to colhet, I could not tell from 
seeing an insane person tkat hia insanit} was due 
to ganja Tncio is, I may saj, a craving in some 
cases for the drug which is asked for 1 have not 
recognized any special s} inptoms of hemp drug 
insanity The t}pe is gonerallj a kind of chrome 
mania with occasional attacks ol acute mama at 
longer or shorter intervals Speaking gentrall}, 
in coming to a diagnosis as to catitc, I am guided 
wholl} b} the history In inquiring I goner ill} 
begin by asking the friends or tho police if tlie 
man is addicted to any bad haoits If the} seem 
to hesitate, I go on to ask leading questions, such ns 
"Does ho take liquor?” or “Docs ho take ganja?” 
If they say }es, then I ask, “In what form 
does ho smoke ?^' If tho} si} }cs, I enquire 
as to peiiod and amount to a=cei lam whether he 
smokes it in excels At tho sinio time I 
inquiio whether there is any hcredit irv histoiv 
of insanity I do discriminate between the 
moderate and exeessive use of tho drug , but this 
is only relative, for what is modern to to one man 
may bo excissivo to another 


I know from prescribing it that tho effects of 
tho drug arc most uncertain 

If from tho replies 1 found that tho evidence 
showed the moderate habit, and if at the same 
time I had no evidence of ati} other taiisc, I should 
ascribe tho incanity to g'vnja, dislelitving the 
evidence that t ho use was men 1} modeiato And 
if I got a histor} of the excessive uvo of ganja I 
should ascribe the iiisanit} to that without hesita 
1 1 * 1011 , in the absence of nii} other taiirC 1 al- 
wavs, however, ask about hcredit} and the previous 
state of tho patient 

If I have a histor} ot horcdit} and nko a slate- 
ment of the moderate use of the drug, ] '•hould bo 
inclined to think the insanity wa*- hereditnr} I 
should inquire ns to the degree of hcredit}, and 
consider the relative strength of these two factors 
If it Was a c ISO of near herediU and the moderate 
use of the drug, 1 should exclude the ganja, and 
show tlic cause ns hcredit} If it were remote 
hcredit} and tho modeiato use, I should do the 
opposite Speal ing goncrallv , if I had the modcrato 
use of ganja and another c'ause, I should take the 
stronger causo Thus, if a habitual driinlard 
used gauja modcratcl}, I should show alcoholism 
ns the cause I could hnrdl} give quantities as to 
what would be gcnerill} speaking the moderate 
and D\cctsi\o u'e in a native I sbouid depnnd 
on what the friends said about the use being 
moderate or excessive, but I sboiild disbelieve 
thorn, ns above slated, if thc} said it was moderate, 
and there was no other cause of insanitv All tho 
above refers to cases where I have to make in- 
quiries ra}self, but I should never make an} 
inquiry if clear cause w ere assigned in the papers 
received from thc JIngistrate 


73 EbjeZcHce 0/ Surgeon-Majou K R ’ Ki ’ RtiViXR , Civil Surgeon, Thana, and Ilcdtcal 
Officer, Thana Depot and District Jail. 


1 1 have personally known men who have for 
years used hemp dings both tnoderatcly and 
immodeiatoly, Und I have had frequent opportu- 
nities of vv'atcliing tho effects of the drugs on 
them generally in the practice of my piofcssion 
and otherwiBO 

2 Dr Plain’s definitions are correct, and may 
be accepted foi this district. Bhang is also known 
as ghota in this district 

I may observe that Dr Plain’s remaiks require 
some modification, whoie he sa}s that “gama 
Consists of dried floweiiiigtops of cultivated female 
hemp plants which have Lecome coaled with 
lesm in consequence of having been unable to set 
seeds fieely.” The result ot my observations on 
cultivated plants m two localities in Thana is that 
the resm is not the lesult of the seeds not setting 
freely, but that it is the essential condition of the 
whole plant. The plant is stick} to the touch, 
and has the strong odour of salja hasilt- 


cum) Hence thc name tabji given to bhang 
The stickinc's is duo to the risinous matter, winch 
when collected in masses forms charas This 
resinous exudation is seen in hemp seedlings even 
when tlic} are too joung to flower 

Dr Pram further sav s lint " the formation of 
seeds is prevented b} the destruction of all the 
male plants " This is no doubt tlic usiiil practice 
for securing good compact leafy heads of flower- 
ing tops and for prev enting tho formation of seeds 
It must not, however, bo ioi gotten that although 
male and fcmalo plants exist separatol}, ns a 
general nilo there arc some plants on which the 
male and female flow CIS co-oxist I mention this 
point pailiculnrl}, because I do not with it to bo 
supposed that the more destruction of male plants 
16 sufficient to stop all seed formation 

19. Ganja is used for smoking I know 
nothing about charas 
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23 Blnng is never used fox smolxng, so far as I 
know ' 

28. 

Average P„.( 

nllowance 

Hftbitnal moderate f Bhang } to ^ tola | anna per tola 
consumer (, Ganja J tola 2 annas pox tola 
Habitual excessive C Bhang 2 to 4 tolas J anna per tola 
consumer (.Ganja 1 to 2 tolas 2 annas per tola \ 

29 Ganja is seldom, if ever, smoked by itself , 
It IS alwa)s washed in water until the water ! 
comes out eleai, and thoroughly mised with an ' 
equal part of tobacco Every drop of water is f 
squeezed out of this mixed mass before it is used ! 

Bhang is always mixed with black peppei in the i 
pioporlion of 10 grams (dried fruits) to every tola I 
of bhang It is fanely rubbed on a curry stone, and * 
strained througn a piece of fine muslin Persons i 
who drink bhang for meie pleasure always add, 
besides black peppei, the following ingiedicnts for 
•flavouring the potion — 

Poppy seeds, ^ tola \ 

Diied rose buds, i tola 

Sugar, iseei or ac- for every tola 
cording to taste of bhang 

Almonds, peeled, 1 
tola / 

The usual quantity of water for the above ' 
mixture is half a seer All these ingredients aie '! 
finely rubbed with bhang on the curry-stone j 
This quantity is meant foi two persons, who may | 
be considered moderate in the use of the diug, 1 
or those who drink it only occasionally for mere 
pleasure, at any rate not foi the purpose of getting j 
intoxicated or becoming helpless 

Some add an equal or doub'e the quantity of 
milk instead of watei, which is a luxury Ordinary > 
bhang is drunk cold, never boiled, Bhang made ' 
with milk is called htdyt and is always boiled ' 
befoio use If the drink of lud^t is lequiied 

stronger, only half the quantity ot milk is used 

In this district I have never heard of dhatura 
opium, nux vomica, cantharides, ,or betel-nut being 
mixed with either bhang oi ganpa The bhang 
diinkers and ganja smokers vplue the respective 
irtieles for their own sake pure and simple in 
addition to the flavouring agents and the tobacco 
mentioned above 

Ido not know of any preparation such ns bhang 
massala oi any other mas«ala being sold for the 
purpose of being mixed with either bhang or 
ganja 

SO In solitude a man may smoke a quarter of 
a tola of ganja all by himself and be none the 
worse for it He may, after his smoke, follow his 
usual avocations without inconvenience In the 
case of confirmed yet moderate smokers, a. man is 
decidedly all the better for bis smoke He, feels 
refreshed, if not enlivened, and works with ,all the 
more energy He would be certainly miserable 
without it 

In company a larger quantity of ganja is required 
than that given above The quantity undei such 
circumstances depends on the number of persons, j 
as also their lespeetive smoking capacity When 
lu company, the chillum goes round fiom mouth 
to mouth in the manner of the “loving cup” of 
wine drinkers Moderate smokers, when by them- 
selves or in a company of three or four, seldom 
exceed a couple of cinllums 

With regiid to bhang, the man who drinks it 
in solitude must be looked upon as '“given to it ” 

In company bhang is diunk solely for pleasure 
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and for the lively talk that follows such potions 
Such petoons seldom exceed half a tola per head 
Drinking bhang and smoking ganja, so far as 
I can judge from personal knowledge of the better 
classes of people, are absolutely confined to the male 
sex It would be a gross breach of good manners 
were such a drink or smoke ever offered to the 
female sex ft is nevei allowed to children 
Bhang preparations aie, however, allowed to 
children medicinally in appiopriate doses, and in 
such cases are doubtless pioductiveof good Boys 
in foimei days, so far back as thirty jears, — such 
of them at any late as had the misfortune to fall 
into bad company, — were known to me, who 
played the truant at school, and occasionally in- 
dulged in a clandestine drink or smoke , but the 
number of such truants has always been veiy 
small huch boys have always been looked down 
upon, and in my experience have always tuined 
out bad men in after-life 
,31 In a well-regulated Hindu family it is di/fi- 
cult foi young men to form the habit of smoking 
ganja or drinking bbang Such practices in the 
commencement are always indulged in out of 
doors, in bad company The leason is this In 
the first place a boy has to know bow to prepare 
ganja for smoking or bhang for drinking The 
process of then prepaiation foi use is alwajs an 
elaborate affair The use of either of these drugs 
IS entirely different from that of tobacco or liquor 
The latter are always obtainable leady for use in 
shops Thus, if boys or young men were to com- 
mence such piaotices at homo, they stand the nsk 
of being discovered and reprimanded, for although 
a father may be a ganja smoker or bhang drinker, 
he veiy seldom is so depiaved as to allow Ins son 
to follow in his footsteps , possibly he is aware that 
be himself is indulging in a bad habit, and would 
rather that 'his son did not imitate Ins example 
Judging from the effects bhang dunking and 
ganja smoking have on a novice in the vice, I 
shonld be inclined to the belief that it is not easy 
to contract either habit, unless the person is 
otherwise a depraved being who takes to bad habits 
at any cost On the uninitiated, either drug acts 
as a distinct narcotic, and it does not take any 
thoughtful person long to find out that it is vicious 
to continue indulging in it 

The real beginning of a systematic use of eithei 
of these drugs, which constitutes a habit, ,is .made 
under the impression that it relieves certain ail- 
ments, These ailments may be real qi imagmaiy 
JPor jn the majonty of oases of oonfirmpd bhang 
drinkers and ganja smokers that I know of, the 
history is that they resorted to either of the?e for 
relief fiom tbeir ailments Ganja smokers fayithey 
took to ganja on acqount of chest complaints, such 
as tffithma, and the bhang drinkers, pay that, they 
took to bhang originally to relieve dyspepsia or habi- 
tual constipation I must say as a mediQal practi- 
tioner of near eighteen years' stapdjng that m such 
cases then initial use of the drug was thoroughly 
justifiabU, though I do not for a moment suppose 
that their continuance of the piactiee can be con- 
sidered to be equally justifiable, or even requisite 
The habit, whatever may be its origin or cause, 
when once foimed, is ditheult to overcome The 
man wants his smoke of ganja or drink of bhang at 
the hour he is accustomed to have it, oi else he is 
unfit for his daily avocations He misses it, and 
would do anything to have his customary allowance 
The habit is difficult to foim, bnt wlieaonce foioned 
still more difficult to break off So far as 1 know, 
theie IS no tendency in the case of ordinary men 
of moderate habit, living in society and in the 
' ' y 2 
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ciicle of fcheir own homes, men who have to work 
foi their living and minister to the daily wants of 
their wives and children, to develop into the exces 
sive gan]a smokei or bhang drinker It is the 
men who have nothing to do in the world, and 
with the world— the Hindu ascetics who go 
under the name of go'ains and bairagis — who 
could be really called the exce=Bive smokers and 
drinkers of ganja and bhang respectively But 
of these in my answer to question No 32 

32. Bhang is diunk during the Holi hohdayshy 
men who can stand it, for meie pleasure and harm- 
less excitement It is by no means a custom It 
IS also drunk on Mondays during the Hindu month 
of Siavan, and on the Maha bhivaratii day by the 
worshippers of Shiva , but I do not know of any | 
injunctions from the Hindu Shastras foi the 
religious use of such a drug It is mere custom 
sanctified by age No Shastrical text, so far as I 
have been able to ascertain with the aid of my 
Sanskrit Pandit, exists rendeiing the use of either 
of these drugs essential The use of bhang on 
such occasions, however, is generally moderate It 
is, as a rule, excessive among gosaius and bairagis, 
who, I fiimly believe, use the drugs fiom the vaiied 
requuements of their singular lives Bhang and 
ganja in such persons are the essential conditions 
of their lives As persons entirely living on alms, 
of which they get plenty at the hands of devout 
Hindus, they use bhang as an appetiser to consume 
more food than their idle bodies require , on the 
other hand, they use ganj i to ward ofi tlie pangs of 
hunger, should they by any thanoe not get 
sufiicient food foi the day 

Bhang occasionally drunk on holidays does not 
and need not necessarily lead to excess, oi to the 
formation of a habit It is in no way injurious, 
in my opinion, if diwnk on festive occasions in 
veiy limited quantities In the case of those ac- 
customed to its use on ordinaiy days, it has no 
tendency to any unpleasant consequences 

I may addheie that the occasional use of bhang 
01 ganja, particularly the former, on the holidays 
mentioned, is not looked upon as amounting to 
any vice It is not considered a bieach of good 
manners to dunk bhang on such occasions 

86 I have reason to believe that ahoholio 
drinks are now being to a very laige extent 
substituted foi bhang drinking Thirty yeats 
ago young men used to drink bhang in their con- 
vivial gatherings, such as “ pleasure-parties " of 
young men These “pleasure-paities” are very 
much like “ picnic ’’ parties, minus the society 
of the female sex In former years, if inv exhi- 
laration was required at such paitie®, bhang 
dunking was the order of the day Alcoholic 
drinks have now taken their place It would be 
a revelation to me if at the present day such 

pleasnie-parties” of our young men are ab- 
solutely free from alcohol I make this statement 
with extreme regret, but without the slightest 
fear of contradiction 

I attribute the cause of this change to the im- 
poitation of cheap ardent liquors from Europe 
into this country, and sweet liqueurs from France 
which fascinate our young men on account of 
their immediate intoxicant effects, notwithstandino' 
the bad head iches they leave afterwaids We do 
not hear of, noi do we see, now-a-days bhang drunk 
at such pleasure-paities ” m any form, but I 
know that luge quantities of hquor in vaiious 
forms are weekly, if not daily, used by onryouno- 
men— not only in the Tbana distnct, but in 
Bombay among the better classes This I consi- 


der to be an undeniable proof that alcohol is now 
being substituted for bhang 

37 The efieots of ganja smoking are immediate 
Bhang acts in about an hour or two, when taken 
aftei a meal It acts in less than half an hour 
oh an empty stomach The effects of ganja are 
transient , those of bhang last for hours Glanja 
has to be lepeated frequently to keep up its eflects 
In moderate men bhang has seldom to be repe itcd 

39 The smoking df ganja IS more injuiious in 
the long run than dunking bhang or eating it 
in a preparation called majum (Majnm is made 
up of wheat flour, ghee, bhang and sugar in 
various proportions ) The following are my 
reasons — 

Ganja-smoking deadens the appetite and tends 
to produce loss of digestive powers Hence the 
genoial emaciation ot all habitual excesnve ganja 
smokers, their pallid hue, and, strange to saj, 
blood shot eyes Eiom these appearances one can 
at once recognize a confiimed ganja smoker of the 
exces'-ive type 

The prime effect of bhang drinl ing is to create 
an excessive desire for food Milk is generally 
drnukafter such craving Bhang drinkers have 
generally better digestive powers, and aie in con- 
sequeuee well known to be voracious eaters, and 
are by no means any the worse for their voracity 

I know of no instance in which even excessive 
bhang drinkers have become insane Insanity is 
the result more of ganja smoking than that of 
bbang-drmking Ganja smoking on the whole 
is more pernicious 

40 The old standard Sanskiit writers, who are 
generally studied by native doctors, recommend 
Crnnabts incltco, or the hemp plant and its 
pioducts, for the following diseases — 

Irritability of the bladder, piles, diarrhcea, 
asthma, bioochitis, loss of sleep, loss of digestive 
power, and quartan fevers Indian hemp is also 
noted as productive of biliousness, emaciation, nar- 
' eotism, talkativeness 

I do not know fiom experience of any of the 
drugs being used in the treatment of cattle dis- 
ease, but native writers say that bhang mixed with 
Indian sweet fennel and caidamom is useful in 
checking hmmaturia, and possibly it is, judging 
by its effects on the human body 

41 Moderate use of ganja gives relief in chest 
complaints, such as asthma, by acting as an an- 
tispasmodic, and reduces the excessive dischaige 
of phlegm (mucous and muco-purulent expector- 
ation) It gives stajing power and also wards 
off the pangs of hunger when food is not available, 
as sometimes happens in the lives of gosains and 
bairagis 

[a] Similarly bhang drinking acts as a food 
accessory and digestive by relieving dyspepsia and 
creating an appetite for food It also relieves the 
eolic pains due to constipation 

(5) It gives staying power by exhilarating 
the system to a certain extent 

(c) I know of no practical use of this drug in 
fevers, either as a preventive or curative agent, 
but it is lecommended by native writers for quai- 
tan fevers, as already stated in answer to question 
No 40 

44 The immediate effect of the model ate use 
of ganja is exhilarating to a man who has follow- 
ed his daily avocations and is looking forward to 
liis customary smoke, it is also refreshing It 
rendeis a man talkative, but does not intoxicate 
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It does intoxicite men not accustomed to it It 
stives off hunger The effect of ganja is tiiu- 
sient It lasts foi an houi oi two at the utmost 
"Want of a gan]a smoke to a habitual but modeiate 
smoker produces uneasiness The man misses his 
little excitement There is always a longing for 
it among confiimed smokers The same is the 
case with habitual moderate bhang drinkers 
Bhang drinking IS decidedly cooling at fiist, bj- 
and-bye the drinkei feels eshilarated , within half 
an hour he becomes talkative, after which he feels 
sleep} , especially if he is a novice The sleep is 
full of dieams On waking there is a desire for 
food The desiie for food is in some instances 
immediate, and a man may eat amiaoionsly 
undei its influence Some pi efer taking bhang on 
an empty stomach, others take it a couple of 
hours after food In the formei case the effect is 
more rapid for obvious reasons After the drink- 
er wakes from his sleep, if he is an habitual, he 
goes to work as usual, hut if he is a mere begin- 
nei he feels heavy in the head and still continues 
to he talkative lie often gets double-vision 
The effects pass off in about five or six houis 
With habitual diinkeis beyond talkativeness 
there is no marked effect They appear happy 
They have not to lie down, oi go to sleep after ! 
their usual dnuk 

The habitual use of these di ugs, even in a mo- 
derate degice, IS looked upon as vice It is, how- 
ever, not considered wrong by the devotees of Shva 
to indulge in ganja or bhang on daj s held sacred 
to that divinity 

45 There are two classes of moderate habitual 
smokeis of gauja and dunkeis of bhang There 
are some, for instance, who have a peifeetly 
good physique and a healthy body wliose 
mind IS peifeetly clear and active, and who 
lead a moial life, and indulge in their respect- 
ive practices before their day's, work is begun oi 
after they have fiuished it There ai e othei s again 
who even after model iteiise of bhang oi gania live 
a life of idleness and are unfit foi any kind of work 
requiring meUtal or physical exertion They may 
he otherwise healthy and perhaps mentally hajipy, 
they may also be moral, hut they are persons who 
show that they are indulging in a practice which 
IS doing them no good 

These drugs lead to a little emaciation, es- 
pecially smoking, or when after bhang the required 
supply of food IS not available It is noted by 
ancient Hindu writers as a ledncer of fat Per- 
haps this emaciation is due to loss of appetite 
among ganja-smokers, and not to any direct pre- 
ventive influence on fat-foi matron in the body 

As noted above, gan 3 a-smoking impairs the 
power of digestion, and though it may actually 
cause loss of appetite, it staves off hunger 
Hence it is that the bairagis and gosains look 
upon it as a stand-by when the collected alms of 
the day do not give them their full meal 

I have not seen, nor have I heaid from any re- 
liable source of dysentery, asthma, or bronchitis 
being traced to the use of hemp m moderation 
European physicians use it for the ewe of dysen- 
tery To my knowledge, moderate use does not 
impau moral sense It does induce laziness in 
some cases, especially where a peison has not to 
earn his livelihood But as a general rule with 
hahitnals, bhang sharpens the intellect, so does 
gan3a. 

So far as I am inclined to believe, there is no- 
thing in bhang or gan 3 a to lead to habits of im- 
morahtj or dehaueheiy 


I am not satisfied that either of these drugs 
acts as a direct aphiodisiae Of couise, when 
there is a general excitement of the whole system 
under the influence of smoke or drink, the sexual 
passions ma)'- be roused as often as not Theaiug 
acts more on the sensoiy pait of the brain than on 
the motorial It acts as a distinct sedative on the 
cerebral centres and benumbs the sensory neives 
The theory of hemp acting as an aphiodisiae is 
not borne out by clinical inv estigation oi expe- 
rience 

I am not awaie that modeiate use causes insani- 
ty On the contiai} , European phvsiciansof re- 
pute use the drug inediciiially in eases of insanitj 


Table shoiDtng typical cases tohtch came under my 
olsenation beiioeen 1881 — 181^8, in the Thana 
Civil Hospital, as the result of gnn 3 a smoking 


No 

Name 

Sex 

Age 

C&BtC 

Occupation 

Disease 


1 

V B K 

M 

25 

1 

, Brabman 
Deccan 

1 

i 

Writer 

A onto 
maum 

Smobed 
pauja cx 
cessirelj 
lor 4 or 6 
years 

; used to lie 
insensible 

1 after 
smoking 

2 

S B 

M 

30 

! 

Maratha 
f owh 

I oliccman 


24lh May 
1886 let 
attack 

3 

K M J 

M 

35 

Hindu Jun 
gum 

Mendicant 



4 

W E P 

M 

22 

Deccan 

Brahmau 

Writer 



6 

K Y B 

M 

21 

Haratba 

Labourer 



6 

S E 

M 

84 

Maratha 

Gowli 

Policeman 
now with 
out cm 
ploy 


lOtli Octo 
ber 1890 
2nd at 
tack 

7 

N C D 

M 

4S 

Maratha 

Labourer 



8 

Q C 

M 

36 

Pardeshi 
Bralimao 
Upper In 
dm 

Labourer 


Tansa Val 
ley M ater 
^\OtkB 

0 

r E 

51 

' SO 

Maratha 

Labourer 

Melon 

cbolia 


10 

6 S 

Pir 

deshi 

M 

36 

Pardeshi 
Upper In 
dm 

Labourer 

Melm 

obolia 

Tansa Val 
ley Water 
Works 

11 

K V S ' 

M 

25 

Maratha 

Labourer 

Manta 


12 

S 11 

M 

30 

Maratha 

Unemplo; 

ed 

Mania 



The sjmptoras of mania are those ordinarily 
described in books under that head 

46 The habitual excessive use of gan 3 a does 
impau the constitution Young men who have 
taken to it have eithei died of melancholia and a 
general break-up of the system oi some other 
complaint such as asthma or chronic bronchitis 
1 do net think excessive ganja smoking causes 
dysentery The tendency of excessive gan 3 a 
smoking IB to reduce the excretions and secretions 
of the body by paralysing the sensory nerves, 
hence the pinched face, dry sluggish eye, often 
bloodshot, and shrivelled frame From the few' 
cases I know, I do not think excessive gan 3 a- 
smokers are given to sexual excesses, 

Gosains and bairagis who are given to excessive 
gnnja smoking are men whose morals are of a low 
order, as would appear from the many cases of bad 
syphilis for which 1 had to treat them in the 
hospital ' 

Excessive gania sbooking deadens the intelleot 
and causes insamt}. It acts more as a predispos- 
ing than as an exciting cause Men generally 
suffer from melancholia in the commencement 
This IS followed hj mama coupled with violence 
Violence in some cases is more maiked in the 
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commencement In such cases melancholia is 
absent in the initial stage 

In 00*^63 winch have come under my obsei ration 
of any connection between insanity and ganja, it 
appears that ganja was resoited to originally for 
the relief of other affections than mental anxiety 
or brain disease, such as asthma^ bronchitis, and 
painful bowel complaints In all these cases 
hemp drugs act as sedatives , hence the habit is 
formed, which might eventually lead to insanity 

There is no evidence to indicate that insanity 
tends to indulgence in the use of hemp dings by a 
person who is deficient m self control through 
weakned intellect 

4)7 I have no leason to suppose that the mode- 
rate use of hemp drugs is either due to oi engen- 
der a hereditiiy habit Mor do I know of any 
instance where it has affected the children of the 
moderate consnmei, in any wa}, either as regards 
health or morals 

48 Excessive gan]a emokeis are generally not 
men with families They geneially belong to the 
class of gosains and bairagis, who are not suppos- 
ed to mairy Where such ascetics have children 
by illicit intercouise, they are sickly and generally 
die of infantile diseases due to ptoverty of blood, 
insufficient nouiisbment, or congenital sjphilie 

49 It IS not used as an aphrodisiac so far as 1 
know The use of hemp does not tend to produce 
impotence so far as I know 

60 Excessive ganja smokers mostly show that 
they do not care toi sexual intercouise, but their 
sexual powei is not totally lost, as my answer to 
question 48 will show 

Oral evidence 

QtiesUon 1 — I have ovei sixteen years’ seivice 
— five military service, and eleven in civil employ. 
I have had no special lunacy experience, but I 
specially studied lunacy in my youth and took 
honours in this subject So the subject has had 
special interest for me in my practice 

Question 35 — I think that alcohol would be 
the fiist drug to be generally substituted foi hemp 
diugs for the sake of accustomed stimulation 
I judge from the experience of fishermen and 
such people in providing for their need in this 
way This is more expensive than hemp drugs at 
present Then I think they would take to dhatura, 
which IS found giowing all around I know that 
dhatura is not used now , but it might be used 
if hemp diugs were stopped Opium also might 
be used I do not think that mix vomica would , 
he used It is not common in Thaua, and it is a 
spinal stimulant and would not he popular So ' 
also the twitchings and tetanic spasms caused by 
aconite would pievent its being used for pleasure I 
It IS true that dhatura is viewrf with great appie- ' 
hension by the people, hut it pioduees in modeia- 
tion similar e&cts to those found in the eaily 
stages of ganja-smoking, and might be used i 
Some natives know that we give dhatura in cigar- ' 
ettes for asthma , and those who take ganja for 
relief in asthma would take to dhatuia But the 
people genbrally would not take to dhatura so long 
as they could get alcohol oi opium 

Question ^5— The table of typical cases found 
In answer Ho 45 should be found in answer , 
No. 46 , for the cases are due to the excessive use 
Case No 11 is a relapse of' No 6, and No. 12 of 
No And these relapses are clear and positive 
pi oof that the ca=es were duo to ganja The total 


number of cases is ten , hut these two lelapses 
are important as pioving the cause to have been 
ganja, as it was the lecuirence of the habit that 
led to the recurience of the insanity. 

All these eases -were nndei my observation as 
Civil Surgeon, with a view to the men being sent 
to the asylum All the men went to the asylum 
I have hospital notes on the cases — bnef but to 
the point these are fuller than the statements I 
sent to the asylum 

The history of ganja smoking is given fiom 
the statements of relations oi friends, if they 
come with the patient If not, we entei nothing, 
because police statements are hearsay I enter 
the police statements only in the certificate as 
“ Facts observed by others ” But in the Form 
specially showing c iiise, I put down what the re- 
lations tell me If the police tell me the cause, 
j send mj self for the relations who have given the 
qiolioe the information and examine them myself 
I then make my entry as to cause If I cannot 
get the lelatives, I show the cause as “ unknown ■” 
If the police knew personally the habits of the 
man, then I would accept their statements, hut 
not otherwise If the police give me infoimation 
as to cause which is the result of inquiry, I reject 
that , for m such scientific inquiries 1 consider it 
necessary to have information at first hand 

1 have a Hospital Assistant in chaige of the 
Thana Hospital, hut I take the evidence of re- 
latives entirely myself, and it is always in my 
handwiiting 

I have not notes on these cases with me now 
As a rule, these cases aie at least a month under 
my observation at the hospital 

I think I have sent ovei fifty cases to the asy- 
lums duimg the years 1881-92 

I see case No 9 on my list 1 ascertained the 
cause of insanity in that case It was ahoutfour 
yeais ago when the Tansa Valley works weie go- 
ing on The cause was ganja smoking The 
name was Yesu Bagho It is possible he was 
sent to Kolaba Asylum I think so I forget 
whether I had his relations up Speaking gener- 
ally, if I had a histoiy of the ganja habit, I 
should not be inclined to make that the cause if 
it were modeiate Moderate consumption I would 
re^rd as a predisposing cause rather than excit- 
ing 1 would not put down " cause unknown 
in that case This is evidently the case 
shown as No 2 on the 1892 Jiemp 3iug ad- 
missions in the Kolaba Asjlnra The paraplegia 
refened to as having supervened there does not 
militate against the man’s being a , ganja smokei, 
or the cause of his melancholia being due to exces- 
sive ganja smoking Partial paraplegia may be 
due 'to disease of the spinal chord which may oi 
may not be due to ganja smoking The ultimate 
result 'of excessive ganja smoking leads in my 
opinion to the total annihilation of the sensory 
nerves, and would so cause paraplegia I re- 
member two instances of hard ganja smokers 
who constantly suffered from peripheral neu- 
ritis, in which theie was maiked aniesthesia 
of tlie right uppei and lowei extremity They 
ultimately died of hemiplegia We may as- 
sume also that 'brain lesions of the ceiebnl centres 
may occur I haie no peisonnl knowledge from 
post mortem examinations of lesions in the bnm 
or in the spinal chord I cannot lefer to any 
works containing a record of such observations, 
not at the piesent moment My statements le- 
garding these lesions are based on personal observ- 
ations of the symptoms of the two cases to which 
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I hive leferred, but they were not verified by 
j>ost-mortem esamination, I regaid that experi- 
ence as putting the matter practically beyond 
doubt that excessive gan]a consumption and such 
lesion aie connected as cause and effect In 
tbeoe cases I have the history of the case to guide 
me to the conclusion that the gan 3 a caused the 
lesion, as well as the progiess of the disease, as 
observed by me. During the time the man in 
each case was under my obseivation no Cannabis 
ttidtca was given hy way of treatment I got 
the cases under my treatment with the history 
that the men weie exce=sive gan 3 a smoLers 
Drom the nature of sheir nervous symptom I was 
of opinion that they were due to excessn e gan 3 a 
smoking, and during the time these cases weie 
under my treatment they weie nevei given Can- 
nabis indtca in any shape Theiefoie I conclude 
that there were permanent lesions due to the use 
of the drug The nervous symptoms to which 
I have referred weie similar to sypmtoms which 
might have been caused by any of half a dozen 
other causes, e y,, (chiefly) syphilis and local tum- 
ours I was able to exclude these causes from 
the foimer history of the cases I have mentioned 

I Lnow of no experiment on the lower animals 
leading to the conclusion that lesions are caused by 
hemp drugs 

I am not prepared to go into these ten cases at 
piesent, for I have not brought my notes on them 
with me These notes aie not so complete as to 
enable me to state in each case whether all pos- 
sible causes have been excluded The notes are 
not complete in regard to the questions put by 


this Commission and besides I was not so pirti- 
cular as to cause as I was in regard to the disease, 
I do not think I could gii e more information than 
could be obtained in the asy lums 

If a man were brought to me insane, who had 
been much under the influence of the sun and of 
malaria, and who had suffered from leier a good 
deal, and I were told of him that he smoked gan 3 a, 
I should say that the exciting cause of the lu- 
sanity was the fever if that immediately pieceded 
the attack, but that the piedisposing cause was 
the use of gan 3 a In some cases of excess intauity 
can be traced direct to gan 3 a , in othei (moderate) 
cases the ganja habit may make the operation of 
sun or malana effective in producing insanitv 
That IS, the man might have escaped otherwise 
Given the habit of ganja smokiug with the fact 
of msamtj’, howevei, I would not attribute the 
insanity to the ganja either as the predisposing 
or exciting cause in all cases In some cases the 
insanity might be due to some cause unconnected 
with ganja In the case above stated of the man 
suffeimg f I om sun and malana and fever and smok- 
ing ganja, I should hold tiie ganja to be connect- 
ed as cause with the insanity as above stated, un- 
less I could find some cause that excluded it as a 
co-oi>erating cause This is a typical case from 
my part of the country owing to the malarious 
character of the place and the Tansa Water-woiks 
And this explains my statement m answer 46 that 
“ganja smoking acts more as a piedisposing than 
as an exciting cause “ I would not call it a pie- 
disposing cause m cases of heredity and syphilis, 
but these are rarer m my experience. 


74 Mmdence of Subgeon-Colonel D E Htjqhes, 'Principal Medical Officer, 
jBomhay, JDeesa and Aden Pisti icts, Bombay. 


1 Dourteen years’ service in a Native Regi- | 
ment , Superintendent of Lunatic Asylum, Poona , I 
piivate practice among better class natives 

37 Among the patients admitted into the 
Poona Lunatic Asylum whose insanity was ascrib- 
ed to hemp drugs, by far the greater number 
were Hindus who smoked ganja 

31. All habits are difficult to bieak off. 

85 (fl) I fear not 

(J) and (d) Yes 

(e) I cannot tell 

(f) Most probably. 

43 Apparently so 

.j > 

45. To the best of my recollection many of the 
comparativelv young sepoys (sixteen years’ service), ' 
who appeared heloie Invaliding Boards were said 
to be addicted to ganja and charas smoking to 
which their early break-down was attiibuted 
I think the smoking of charas causes bronchitis 
and asthma, as I well remember cases of these 
diseases in the 14th Bombay Infantry which weie ] 
ascribed by the Hospital Assistant and the men’s 
comrades to charas smoking, and which recovered 
in hospital quicker than cases due to ordinary 
causes. 

Smoking ganja induces insanity, generally 
mama, and, as far as my recollection goes, tem- 
porary in character The sj mptoms may be re- 
induced by -the use of the drug after lelease from 
restraint as shown by readmissions into lunatic 
asj lums. 


Patients when sked whether they were ganja 
smokers leadilj' admitted the habit 

47 and 48 Unknown 

49 I think so Well-to do and oompaiatively 
young patients, who have consulted me evidently 
with a new to obtaining a prescription for an 
aphiodisiao tome, have in the course of examina- 
tion volunteered the statement that they smoked 
sranja, and appeared to blame that habit for their 
sexual weakness 

51 Those I have known as ganja smokers have 
generally been dissipated and disieputable-looking 
men 

53 Apparently. 

54 Cases of the drug being used by criminals 
for this purpose aie quoted m books of Indian 
Medical .lunspiadeuce 

Oi al evidence 

i^neshon 1 —I have had twenty-seven years’ 
sernce For fourteen years I was attached to a 
lesiment, and was from that time in continuous 
civil employ till quite recently I was in charge 
of the Lunatic Asylum, Poona, for broken periods, 
amounting in all to nearly three years I have had 
no other exceptional opportunity of gaming 
insanity experience I am now Principal Medical 
Officer in Bombay, Deesa and Aden districts. 

Question 27 — Since wnting this answer I have 
had it confirmed hy figures furnished hy the pre- 
sent Superintendent of the Asylum. I arrived at 
the conclusion stated hy a general recollection of 
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the fict= 1 have nothing to add on the sub 3 eet 
uhieh cannot he asceit lined from the legisteis of 
the asylum 

Question 45 — Irememher that when the yearly 
inspection for pension took place each 3 ear in Sep- 
tember, a numbei of men, of seivice only just 
lono- enough to earn pension, came up sufienng 
from hronthihs and asthma They were generally 
weak and broken in appearance, but this may 
have been caused by voluntaiy slarvation They 
would attend the hospital and be ouied, and be in 
ashoit time readmitted for the same complaint 
They weie, as I have said, of the length of senite 
which would entitle them to invalid pension. It 
was explained to me that they owed then illness 
to ch-ias smoking I did not certily m any case 
that the illne s of a man who was granted pension 
was due to cbaras I am bound to state that an 
applicant's disease was not aggravated by vice or 
intempeiance, but I took no notice ot the use of 
the drug in any of these cases, because I did not 
attach sufiScient importance to the statements 
made to me, and was not sure that they weie 
coiuct I speak only of physical bieak-down in 
this answei In saying that smoking gan 3 a 
induces insanity I refer to the excessive use My 
statement is based on lunatic asylum experience 
pimcipally, but also upon my expeiienoe as Civil 
Surgeon when ceitifying cases foi the asylum 
I do not remember any particular ease, but re- 
member them as a class As Civil Surgeon, I 
thought it was my duty to ascertain the causes 
of insanity For this purpose I enquired of re- 
lations when they came, and, if they were not 
piesent, of the police I would askielations what 
the cause was If they said ganya, I should have 
considered it quite enough If the police made 
the same statement, I should accept it As fai 
as I know, these statements form the basis of the 
asylum statistics But when a man gets over his 
insanity in the asylum, he will sometimes con- 
fess to the use of the diug If the liieuds told 


me, 01 the man admitted, that he used ganya, I 
would make no fuithei enquiry, but assume thit 
the use was excessive It the ganya habit were 
admitted, I should still enquire as to othei causes 
— those detailed in the form I have had cases 
in which the use of alcohol and opium has been 
admitted as well as that of ganya When ganya 
and alcohol were both admitted, the case would 
be eiiteied as one of toxic insanity But as a 
rule I think the cause would he put down to 
ganya foi prefeience In a case where hereditary 
insanity was established and the use of gany i 
admitted, the case would probably be legaided 
as one in which heiedity was the predisposing and 
ganya the exciting cause, and ganya would be 
entered as the cause in the returns I do not 
regard the returns of the lunatic asylums, framed 
in the manner I have described, as forming a 
satisfactory basis for a scientihc opinion legard- 
ing the connection between insanity and the hemn 
drugs But the pioceduie is the best that is 
piacticable, and the information is all that we 
can get I have no doubt in my own mind, in 
spite of the partial discrediting of the statistics, 
that ganya does lead to a form of mama A 
great proportion of the cases assigned to hemp 
drugs in lunatic asylum reports are m my belief 
due to that cause, though possibly the drug is 
unfairly charged with a ceitain poition of them 
Isay only “ possibly " notwithstanding what I 
have said above, because if ganya is the exciting 
cause of insanity, I think it is pioperly eiiteied as 
“the cause" whethei there was a predisposing 
cause 01 not Theie is no advantage in enteiing 
a “ cause " which is doubtful, because it w ill be 
of no assistance m the treatment of the case 
But for the purpose of the returns I should never 
entei a case as “ cause unknown " when the ganya 
habit had been attributed to the man Notwith- 
standing this, I cannot go fuithei than to say 
that the drug is "possibly" ciedited unfairly 
with causing insanity 


75 Evidence of Subgeon-Captain W H 


0 ? al evidence 

Question 1 — I am eleven years in service I 
have been Assistant Civil Snigeon for nearly four 
years, and Surgeon to the Sassoon Hospital doling 
that period I have been in temporary charge of 
the Poona Lunatic Asylum for short penods, and 
1 was fifteen months in charge of the Batnagiii 
Asylum 1 have had no special asylum experience 
in England 

Question 45 — The lunatics found wandering 
about in Poona are sent to me for observation 
Sometimes a vernacular correspondence is sent 
with the lunatic As a lule, only a letter is sent 
stating that the lunatic is of unsound mind, and 
requesting me to examine him and give the neces- 
sary certificate for admission to the asylum if he 
IS found to he insate As a rule, it is veiy diffi- 
cult to find out anything about the lunatic’s past 
habits and history When the lucatic’s relations 
come up we can discover somethingk 'Ihe veina- 
culir papers constitute the police report They 
sometimes contain a declaration by the relatives 
I get them read by students at the ho«pital at the 
time that I inspect the lunatic The papers 
generally contain information regsiding the con- 
duct which proves the existence of lunacy I bey 
raiely give any information about the cause of 


Bukke, Jssistant Civil Surgeon) Foona. 

insanity It is veiy uncommon for me to see the 
man’s friends. It happens when the relatives 
wish to take charge of the lunatic, and such cases 
do not go into the asylum Sometimes the 
lunatic] himself gives some account of his past 
history I generally try to see the lunatic’s 
relations myself if they come Sometimes the 
student in cliaige of the ca«e takes then state- 
ments The student and I also conduct oui exa- 
mination ID accoidanoe with Form C In Batna- 
gill, Form C was always filled up by the Magis- 
tiate Here it is filled up by me In Katnagin 
the Magistrate sometimes left some details of the 
statement blank for me to fill in as Superintend, 
ent of the Asylum, The infoimation I give 5n 
lorm C IS geneially very incomplete, as I have 
only the lunatic to get it from The important 
pait of my duty in connection with the lunatic is 
the preparation of Form A, the medical ceitificate 
which contains no entry as to cause Ag iiust head 
12 of Form C, in tne case of Guyai Shah, appeals 
the following eutiy — “ The above mentioned 
ganya smoking and religious and isol ited habits ’’ 
So far as 1 remember the entry regirdiug ganya 
smoking was based on a vernacular papei The 
man was a fakii, aged 75, and appeared to be 
suffering from leligious mania, due, in pait at 
lea't, to his habits and ways of thought as a 
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faint The fact of his early cure, as shown by 
hts exhibiting no signs of insanity in the asylum, 
would point to ganja smoking as the exciting 
cause, the symptoms having only lasted about six 
days If there had been no history of gan 3 a 
smoking in this case, the symptoms would have 
been consistent with the form of mania called 
transient mania I have seen that form of manu 
Without the ganja history, I could not have arrived 
at any diagnosis of the cause Against head 13 
in Form C of the case of Rangnath Trimbak is 
entered “ unknown,'’ and against head 6 of the 
same form regarding character is entered " drinks 
bhang ” 1 cannot recall the facts of the case 
cleaily, but think the entries were based on exa- 
mination of his brother, who was present It is 
evident from the entry against head 13 that I 
did not attribute the insanity in this case to the 
hemp drugs. If I ascertained that the man used 
ganja I would attribute the insanity to ganja in 
default of other causes It has not been my 
prictice to make enquiry whether the patient was 
given to the excessive, as distinguished from the 
moderate, use In the case of Rangnath, it is 
probable that the brother did not attribute the 
insanity to the drug In thi case of Trunbak 
Vinayik, all the entries m Form C are based on 
the father’s statement I don’t remember in 
what condition the boy was, and the statement 
abstinence from food was probably based on 
the father’s information In the ease of Laxman 
Nandram, it is stated opposite " character ■” (head 
6 of Form G) that " he drinks country liquoi 
and ganja ” The brother was present and this 
statement was probably made by him. Against 
head 13, 1 entered the cause as “ unknown” The 
insanity having lasted two and a half years (tnde 
bead 9) may have been the cause of my doubt as 
to whether liquor and gaiija should be regarded 
as the cause I have always looked upon Form 
C as a statement of which the entries might be 
modified by enquiry at the asylum, and I have 
thought it better to record the word “ unknown,” 
unless I was toleiably certain regarding the cause. 


If I had regarded the last case as one of tome 
insanity, I should not have put it down to country 
liquor in preference to ganja, though the lunatic 
used both If it is true, as stated in the asylum, 
that the man smoked ganja occasionally but not 
regularly, and that he drank liquor frequently for 
years, I should have been inclined to regard liquor 
as the more probable cause if the insanity could 
be considered to be tone I should class hemp 
drug insanity generally as acute mania Acute 
mama may be due to many causes I can’t say 
that I have noticed any typical symptoms in acute 
manta due to hemp drugs The diagnosis would 
rest on the appeaiance of the lunatic and on the 
temporary nature of the insanity Other symp- 
toms would be redness of the eyes, violent excite- 
ment, and mental activity I have not noticed 
anything peculiar about the pupils These symp- 
toms would be present in transient mania I 
would not go so far as to say that the diagnosis 
of hemp drug insanity depends entirely on history 
There are appearances which one comes to regard 
as connected with such cases, but on which I 
should not venture to make a diagnosis without 
history of the hemp drug habit All the symp- 
toms might be found in the form of insanity 
known as transtent manta, but I should not diag- 
nose transient manta from them, because my ex- 
perience has led me to regard it as much more 
rare than hemp drug insanity Transient mama 
might be brought on by mental shock, such as 
loss of money or exposure, I don't tknfc dha- 
tura poisoning, whose symptoms are well marked, 
could be mistaken for it Up-country men and 
fakirs seem to furnish the majority of hemp-drug 
msanes These classes of persons are exposed to 
vicissitudes of temperature and insufficient food 
These would be causes of transient mama The 
fakir class would be specially liable to an at^-aek of 
transient mama from exposure to weather, want 
of food, and religious excitement The solitary 
habit would be more likely to induce melan- 
cholia 


76 Evidence of Rao Sahbb Bhicajeb Amroot Ohobsb, Brahmin, Assistant Sxirgeon, 

Foona Qity 


Ganja is used for smoking , generally a little 
tobacco IS mixed with it before use It is also 
used in the preparation of majum, yakuti, gnl- 
cand, and sbrikhand, which are used foi eating 

Bhang is powdered and mixed with syrup and 
used under the name of gbota for drinking 

Oharas is used for smoking only 

They are generally used by the idle and vicious 
of all classes, but bhang and the said prepara- 
tions of ganid are sometimes used even by persoLS 
of respectable position 

Charas is very rarely used in this part of India, 
and 1 cannot assign any reason for this 

Ganja and charas are used for smoking, bhang 
for drinking, and the preparations of ganja for 
eating 

Smoking of ganja is prevalent amongst the lower 
classes, and bhang and the preparations of ganja are 
used, though rarely, bv the other classes for dnuk- 
ing and eating respectively 

Bhang is, I believe, never used for smoking 

The use of these naicotics is, I believe, on an 
increase m Poona, and this may perhans be due to 
vol Vll 


tue cheapness of the drugs They are cheaper 
than any of the other narcotics 

Ijow company, idle habits, absence of mental 
work and poverty generally lead people to resort 
to these narcotics 

A habitual moderate consumer requires per 
diem half an anna for ganja and one anna for 
bhang, while a habitual excessive consumer re- 
quires per diem two annas for ganja and four 
annas for bhang 

Dhatura is sometimes mixed with these narco- 
tics m order to increase their intoxicating effiects 

The consumption of these drugs is chiefly con- 
fined to the male sex The habit is contracted 
generally after twenty years of age, ganja is not 
at all used by children and women Some pros- 
titutes, however, aie known to make use of bhang 
and the preparations of ganja 

The habit is easily formed, and it is very diffi- 
cult to break it off 

It IS not quife feasible to prohibit the use of 
the drug, since its prohibition is likely to lead 
the persons habituated to its use to take to other 
more expensive intoxicants 

s 
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Ca««a5«8 causes mirtliful tlehnum, causeless fits 
of kugliter,dibtatiou of the pupils and halluci- 
nnfcioiis, wbercas alcoUol leads to contraction or 
the pupils, furious C'roitoinent and more marked 
unsteadiness of gait 

By smoking ganja and chans, mental, diges- 
tive, and consequently the physical, powers of 
thebody are impaired In extieme cases it leads 
to melancholy, impotence and dropsy 

Smokmg IS more injurious than eating. 

European doctors prescribe extract and tinoturo 
of gania in cases of diarrhoea, d\ 'cntcry, asthma, 
gleet, tetanus, etc Native Vaidyas prescribe 
ganja and its preparations in some of tlio above 
maladies. Nalive phjstcians are hnown to use 
gonja in caf'le diseases 

Habitual moderate use of these drugs is, I think, 
not henefioial to the digestive system, but it docs 
give some staj mg- power nndei severe exertion, 
it does not serve as a fehnfugo or preventiie of 
malaria 

Habitual use of this drug, however moderate, 


does in no way do good to the human system. 
Moderate use of ghota, a preparation of bhang, 
slightly aids digestion, but taken in excess it 
produces injiinous effects 

Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours 

The immediate efftet of moderate uso is invigor- 
ating and refreshing It excites hunger. 

Habitual use of ganja and cliaras impairs the 
constitution and injures digestion, but I think it 
dots not cause djsonteiy, broucbitis or asthma 
It impairs the moral sente, and bungs on laziness 
Gnnja smoking weakens mental powers and cau‘=es 
insamtj in many cases, which is rarely pcimanont 

'Jhe habit is not inherited 

It is iifod ns an aphrodisiac It is used by 
some piostitutcs It IS said to produce impotence 

Moderate use of the drug does not loud a person 
to commit orime 

Excessive use of the drug leads to temporary 
homicidal frenzy 


77 Evidence of Kiian Baha.dto Dossabhoy Pestonjce, Parsi, Assistant 
Surgeon, Pm alh Dispensary, Surat, and Uonorarg Assistant Surgeon to 
Jits Excellency the Viceroy 


1 I am medical officer in charge of the Pa- 
ralvh Dispensary at Surat, and besides I have had 
extensile private prnchoa amongst the inhabit- 
ants and operatives of mills in this city 

2 In India, so in the district of Surat, there 
aie three narcotic articles that are naturally ob- 
tained from hemp The three articles are (0 
siddhi bhang, '(tt) gnnja, and («») chains There 
are three different names for siddhi, us , bhang, 
sabzi or myapani, the word patti being quite un- 
known in Guzerat 

Clnras is a greenish-brown moist, resinous 
mass and consists of resin mixed sometimes with 
fragments of the leaves Bhang consists of 
dried leaves m the form of coarse powder with 
peculiar odour ohoraoteristic of its narcotic prin- 
ciples Ganja is the name given to the flowering 
tops of the female plant There are three varieties, 
but only two are known m Guzerat (i) the flat 
ganja, and (tt) the broken ganja 
Yes, these definitions may bo accepted for the 
province of Guzerat Each of these pioducts is 
locally known as (r) bhang, (if) charas, and {ni) 
ganja 

19 G inja and charas aie for the most part used 
for smoking, but some people use ganja leaves 
for eating with the object of producing its effects 
without taking the trouble of cleaning it and 
smoking it in a pipe 

23 To my knowledge bhang is never used for 
smoking to produce intoxication 

28 The aveiage allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs depend upon the habit of the consumer 
of taking it once or twice a day, and the locality in 
which the drugs are grown and easily obtainable 

(0) The dose is one tola or two drachms, 
and the cost one pice 

(1) The dose is three tolas or 6 drachms, 
and the cost from one to two annas. 

29, With some inveterate smokers of ganja it 
16 the practice sometimes to mix dhatura and 
opium for the puipose of smoking, the object being 


to intensify the effects of intoxication at compara- 
tively less cost 

Yes, there is a preparation which is ordinanly 
called bhang massala, and which consists of the 
following ingredients — Pepper, almonds, poppy 
seeds, sugor, ind pistachio seeds Another prepa- 
ration called majura consists of sugar, butter, flour, 
milk and bhang 

30 The consumption of each of these drugs is 
generally practised in solitude except in the c.aso 
of charas, w hich is lui ariably smoked m shops and 
in the company of habitual comrades The con- 
sumption of these articles is mainly coniined to 
tho male sox, except in the c.ase of bhang, which 
is used m tho form of drink by some low caste 
females, and generallj by prostitutes 

31 The habit is easily formed and very difficult 
to break off A confirmed consumer of ganja will 
smoke it with the sale of all bis holonginsrs, and 
it is particularlj with this drug tint there is a 
peculiar tendenej for the moderate habit to develop 
into the oxccs'ivo 

32 It IS customary at weddings, amongst a 
class of people called the Gliaiiehees and fishermen, 
to partake of a little quantity of bhang before 
commencing their meals for the purpose of pro- 
ducing excitement and exhilaration, and the use 
in such cases is generally temperate, and there is 
no reason to believe that such temporary use of 
the drug leads to tho formation of any confirmed 
habit or desire Bhang is offered at the shrine of 
“ Mnhadeb," the votanes not partaking it 

86 I am of opinion that alcohol has gradually 
superseded the use of any ^ of these drugs, on 
account of the greater facihtj in obtaining it, and 
the surreptitious and secret manner in w bich it 
could be obtained for ready use 

37 I have had no experience of tho effects of 
charas smoking, which is wholly practised in shops 
at Bombay, The effects produced by the dnnking 
of bhang are of a mild exhilarant charaotor, and 
free from any tendency to commit violence or self- 
destruotion. Charas is not used in this district. 
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Bringing bhang is considered n safer and more 
healthy practice than smohingganja 

39 It is generally admitted, and I believe with 

much truth, that the habitual esc6==vv6 smoking 
of hemp induces a tendency towards producing 
insanity, and this opinion is confirmed by some 
cases which have come under my professional j 
observations I 

40 In some cases of nstbraa and diseases of the 
lungs smoking of hemp is recommended a<s a great 
palliativ e of th^e attack Amongst cattle, and especi- 
ally amongst buffaloes, it is given with the object 
of causing an increased flow of milk Bhang 
leaves are used for fumigation, in hoemorrhoids and 
fistula of anus 

41 A moderate use, of bhang is beneficial in 
its effects — 

(а) as giving a stimulus to appetite , 

[б] as a restorative under severe strain of the 

system or in alleviating the effects of 
fatigue 

(c) It IS said to be a febrifuge in malarious 
distnots ' 

It tends to keep up the vital powers, especially 
amongst those accustomed to hard labour, as wood- ’ 
cutters and carriers of heavy loads 

42. I consider the moderate use of bhang bene- 
ficial as discussed m the above question Jewel- 
lers and goldsmiths generally take a small quantity 
of bhang before commencing thejr usual daily 
avocations 

44 The immediate effect is that of slight ex- 

citement with incoherent and a rapid succession 
of thoughts In small doses it is refieshing. In 
large doses it pxoduoes intoxication The effects j 
last foi four or five hours The after-effectB are 
languor and lassitude I 

45 No, it does not 

46. Hxhitual excessive use of the diug produces 
derangement of the mental powers It reduces 
the vital powers of the system, and renders the 
consumer liable to attacks of dysentery and bron- 
chitis It has the effect of impaiung the moral 
sensej and produces habits of immorality or de- 
bauchery In cases where insanity is produced 
by the u=c of hemp drugs, the type is generally 
that of imbechtiy or idiotey, and is almost in- 
curable 

49 It IS said that a moderate use of bhang is 
made as an nphrodisiap by piostitutes Excessive, 
and constant use of hemp has a tendency to pro- 
duce impotence 

50 Excessive use of these articles, especially of 
ganja, is prejudicial to health It destroys ap- 
petite instead of, stimulating it It undermines 
tlie vital powers of the sy'stem, and lastly it leads 
to insanity 

5fi The ndmixturefof dhatura.to bhang- is am 
nse only avpongst those- who have contracted! ex- 
cessive and inveterate linbits, with the object ofc 
intensify, mgrthe effeetsjofi the drug at aimmimum 
of cost 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — I was educated m the Grant Me- 
dical College, and am G, G M C (Gndtiafe, 
Grant Medical College), having taken my degree 
before the University -came into existence 1! 
have thirtyjfhree years’ sen ice all in this presi- 
dency. I have no special experience about insani- 
ty no asylum experience Bbing m charge of- 
the .Mahikantlia Agency for one year gave mo 

vol vn 


some expencnce of ganja, there were l,ti 00 
people employ ed on the horses, of whom about one- 
third u^ed hemp drugs This was in 1060 I 
have had occasional expencnce since 

Qnestton 3 — By the last clause I mean that 
it is now mote easy to obtain liquor Eurrcptiliously 
than it used to bo 1 am only speaking from 
experience in the city of Snrat 

Question, 46 —My statements here as to in- 
sanity are based on my Mahikantha expencnces 
among the troopers 1 have no more recent ex- 
perience I have had one case more recent than 
these (which occurred m 1860) I have had a 
ease in Snrat, six years ago I have no case since 
then , that is my last case Nor do I remomber 
any case between i860 and the Surat case The 
man was a Hindu about 24 or 26- I heliova he 
Was single, but do nob know He was brought to 
me for treatment in 1887' anfferiug f rom domentiai 
He was brought by his relations nsa private patient. 
His relations informed me that at the age of 15 or 
16 be contracted the habit of smoking ganja I 
was- not told where he learned the habit these 
people ate not accurate in their statenionts Since 
he had contracted, the habit he had loft off going 
to school and was constantly in the habit of wander- 
ing in the streets I was told that his habits 
gradually became filthy, notparhonlar about clean- 
liness, and that his memory sa far disappeared 
that he could not recognize even his Ineudsior re- 
lations He was- not violent or a terror to his 
neighbours I did not send him to the hospital, 
and ■sccomtaendcd that hcshcnld he washed, and 
declared that the wise was almost mouroble Ha 
was brought before me on two or three occasions at 
intervals of two- or three months He aas only, 
brought to me as an out-dooi, patient, i, e , for a 
few minutes or half an hour at a time He was 
not an official patient , so I took no notes of the 
case 

The only cause the lelations could assign, for 
his insanity was smoking ganja I enquired as 
to whether he was a great student or- h id any 
strain on his brain , but they could not gjve me 
any positive reply I also asked about immoral- 
ity They could not give me any answer I believe 
they were either ashamed to reveal the real 
state of hia mind or perhaps they did not know 

Thev said there was no hereditary tendency 
that he had no mad relative I do not remember 
whether I asked about liquor, as he was a Hindu 

They said he had begun to failat about the age 
of 15 or 16, and had grown gradually worse I 
formed the opinion .at the time that this insanity 
was due to ganja I cannot say that I ami con- 
vinced that it was not due to venereal excess. 

The relations' told me be was a lively' boy up 
to fifteen I had not seen him before' he was 
brought to me The onlypecuhar symptoms off 
hemp drugansanityiarca pecuhar despondenOy of' 
mind and dread of relations and friends I be- 
lieve there is also a loss of venereal power. I're- 
gard these as ‘typical symptom", using the word’ 
“ typical ■” in a medical gen "0 From these symp- 
toms I would be led to form an opimow that the' 
insanity was due to hemp firugs I would be in. 

clined to diagnose'it even without any history 
Any 01 all of these symptoms might bo due to 
other causes I would attach some importance to 
the history also 1 belies e B cannot say that any 
1 case of ins mity is due to hemp drugs from the 
, symptoms without the history History is not the 
-sole means of arriving at a diagnosis symptoms 
must also he taken into consideration I base my 

7 *> 
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statements about typical symptoms only on this 
case which is my only ganja case. The Mahi- 
hantha cases oE 1860 were ganja cases, but none 
of them was a confirmed form of madness I 
have never read of, or come across, any case of 
ganja insanity with these typical symptoms I 
do not remember reading of such a case 


From this case I also judge that confirmed in* 
sanity from ganja is incurable 

QneBtton 49 —People have told me that they 
themselves have used bhang as an aplirodisne 
There are other aphrodisiacs easilj available to the 
people, but bhang is the only cheap one 


78 Evidence of AssisrANi Suegeon Anna Moeeshwae Kuntb, J. J Eospitalt 

Bombay 


1 In my professional capacity I have had a 
few opportunities 

2, Yes The dried leaves of the hemp plant 
are sold in the market under the following 
names — hhang, sahji, ghota, and siddhi 

19 Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing 

23 Bhanga is not used for smoking in Bom- 
bay. 

28 (o) Thiee tolas, which cost about Jth of an 
anna 

(i) Dnnk the sherbet prepared from bhang 
to the extent of about two or three seers, which 
cost about ^ anna Bavas and fakirs, habitual 
excessive consumers, consume about ^ seer of 
ganja a day 

29 Ordmarily bhanga is mixed with a little 
of black pepper and sugar Excessive consumers 
add sometimes a little of dhatura (the seeds gene- 
rally) to increase the power of the drug Ganja 
smokers mix with it half the quantity of tobacco 

Bhanga massala consists of (1) black pepper, 
(2) poppy seeds, (3) rose buds, (4) cardamoms, and 
(5) almonds in varying proportions 

30 Bhanga (preparation) is usually drunk in 
quantities, either in solitude oi in company of 
others Ganja smoking is better enjoyed in com- 
pany than in sohtude Bhang drinking is con- 
fined both to the males as well a's females Males 
only smoke. Children under 13 or 14 years of 
age are not found smoking ganja 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 


79 Assistant Stjegeon M 

Qneshon 46 — I have found insanity to result 
often from the excessive and habitual use of ganja 
or bhang During the last twenty-one years, 1872 
— 1892, 75 lunatics were referred to me for ex- 
amination and repoit Out of these, 16 or 20 
per cent had become insane from ganja smoking 
Of these, 8 were afilicted with general mama, 2 
amorous mania, 3 demonomania and 1 each 
with pyromania and religious mania In one 
case, I have observed general atrophy and death 
to result from the use of majum, or sweet cakes 
made of hhang I have not noticed any other 
disease to result from occasional or moderate use 
or bhang in any form, although some 
town people do occasionally indulge in it 

0?al evidence 

Question 46 —-The cases referred to in my 
letter were cases which were sent to me in my 


16 generally formed by association , but once the 
habit IS formed it is difficult to get rid of it 

32 Worshippers of god Mahadeva prepare the 
sherbet of bhang in large quantities on Mondai s 
In the month of Shravan, a large quantity is free- 
ly distributed The Marwan Brahmans parti- 
cularly believe m the efficacy of the drug in this 
mouth The use of the drug is generally in 
moderate quantities This does not lead to the 
formation of the habit They don't seem to be 
injurious 

36 Alcohol of late is taking the place of these 
drugs The causes of this change seem to be— 

{a) The trouble one has to take to preparing 
ganja or bhanga 

(i) Alcohol can he easily obtained 

(c) Alcohol works on the system sooner, and is 
becoming more fashionable 

39 Smoking is more injurious than dnnhng 
bhanga 

40 Vaidyas often use bhanga as a fumigation 
for piles 

41 (a) Moderate ganja smoking is said to 
increase the appetite I have personally not 
known much about it 

(J) A person is supposed to stand exposure and 
fatigue 

(c), («) It IS not a febiifuge 

42 The use of these drugs is not harmless 

44 and 45 I had no opportunities of observing 
this 

47 No It IS not a hereditary habit 


E. Peeeira, in medical charge, Alibag, 

capacity as Gml Surgeon for report to the 
Magistrate I base my statement upon the 
record of such reports made by me My report 
was m each case based upon the information 
given by the police or furnished by the lunatic 
himself or his relations I could not say that the 
opinion reported in any one case was one which, 
speaking piofessionally, was based upon adequate, 
observation. The reason is that they were just 
passing through my hands, and the time for 
observation was limited The important point 
was to decide whether tne man was a lunatic or 
not, not what the causes of his insanity were, 
although the cause had to be entered in the 
Forms A and C, and it was accordingly entered, 
so far as could be ascertained from the brief 
period and opportunities afforded for observation 
and as communicated to me I do not think 
the cases are worth laying before the Commission 
I have been in independent charge for the last 
twenty-five years ' 
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SO, Emdence of 31a.o Bmiadtju Tha.e:ordas Kjcka-Bha-Ij Bama, Assistant Surgeon 

JFadhwan Ciml Station, Katlnaioar. 


1 (o^ Bbang (1) my own personal es- 
penence as regards its effects when taken 
occasionally in moderate quantities , (&) experience 
derived from observing its effects on relatives, 
friends, religious mendicants, jogis, atits, fakirs 
and class of people who are votaries of the god 
Mahadev I have seen people who are occasional 
moderate consumers as well as habitual moderate 
consumers I have also seen occasional excessive 
consumers -nd habitual excessive consumers (3) 
JMy coming in contact with different classes of 
people profes'ionally is also one of the sources of 
information 

(fi) As far as charas is concerned, I have neither 
personal experience nor have I had any oppor- 
tunities of observing its effect on others What 
little I know of its effects and uses has been derived 
from statement of others 

(c) Gan 3 a — I have no personal expeiience as 
regards ganja But I liaae seen many persons 
who are addicted to its use Also T had oppor- 
tunities of observing its effects on friends and 
others when indulged in occasional and habitual 
moderate and excessive quantities 

(d) Besides all these sources enumerated above, 
there is one other source which I must not omit to 
mention, and this is the study and perusal of 
medical u orks 

2 Dr Pram’s definition can be accepted for 
this provmoe except that the bhang sold in these 
parts IS not the leaves only of the hemp plant as 
stated by him It is always more or less mixed 
with seeds There are various names by which 
bhang is known in this part of the country, and 
these names with their meanings are explained 
below Gan 3 n and charas go by the same name 
here as in Bengal 

The following are the various names by wbieh 
bhang is known — 

(1) Vijn. This means giver of success (2) 
Dnyanvali, meaning creeper of knowledge (3) 
Samitdevi, meaning giver of knowledge (4) 
Sab]i (5) Bbang is also commonly called 
“Lilagar” (6) Siddhi. Literally means accom- 
plishments of purpose Bhang is so called be- 
cause it IS used by jogis and ascetics to con- 
centrate their mind when practising jog with 
the object of attaining one or more of the eight 
pnnoipal siddhis known to the Hindu mythology 
The names of these eight principal siddhis are — 

(1) Anima, (2) laglnma, (8) garima, (4) 
pathima, (5) parkaya pravesh , (6) durgaman, 
(7) durvraksban, (8) adrashya 

The “ chur ” variety of ganja of Dr Pram is 
generally known in this part of the country as 
ganja-no-girdo 

Ganja is also called " sulpha ” or “ lila ” 

19, Ganja and charas are generally used for 
smoking purposes only Ganja is more in use 
than charas in this part of country Charas is not 
known to many in this part Atits, khakhis and 
yogis are the only class of persons who to my 
knowledge supply few instances of ganja drinking, 
but this 18 more the exception than the rule 

23 Bhang is generally used for eating and 
drinking purposes only. Bbang smoking is not 
known Persons accustomed to ganja smoking 


when they cannot get ganja sometimes smoke 
bhang , but these instances aie very rare 

28 Quantify Price 

(a) Bhang, habitual 

modcrote 1 to 2 drams 1 pie to 1^ pie 

about 

Habitnal excessive 6| drams 1 pice 
(i) Ganja habitual 

moderate | to 2| drams 1 pie to 4| pics 

Habitnal excessive 3 to 6 drams 2 pice to 1 anna 

Besides these, cases are seen in which large quan- 
tities of bhang as well as ganja are consumed by 
yogis and atits In these exceptional cases i seer 
of ganja and 4 seer of bhang are consumed by a 
single individual occasionally as well as daily 
29 Bhang is ordinarily mixed with black or 
white pepper. It is not as a rule mixed with any 
poisonous drugs, but some samples of bhang con- 
tain an admixture of ganja no-girdo, wmch is 
mostly got rid of by the washing process to which 
it IS subjected before it is prepared for drinking , 
purpose Some fakirs and yogis mix it with 
dbatura seeds for the object of increasing its intoxi- 
cating effects It IS also exceptionally mixed with 
jowari grains and jowari roots to intensify its 
effects , well-to-do class mix with various cooling 
and stimulating drugs, such as cucumber seeds, 
marsh melon seeds, watermelon seeds, fennel seeds, 
saffron, almonds, oharoli (kernels of Buchananta 
taitfoha), pista (kernels of Ptstatta mra), dried 
rose buds, confection of roses, cardamoms, sugar, 
milk, and poppy seeds Ganja is never smoked alone 
It IS always mixed with tobacco Before it is mix- 
ed with tobacco it is washed to remove the colour- 
ing matter. After it is thoroughly washed, which 
appears by the washings coming out clear and 
colourless, itis squeezedhetweenboth the palms and 
then mixed with tobacco, and then put in a chillum 
Exceptionally it is mixed by yogis, khakhis, and 
fakirs with dhatura, Calotropis giganfea, arsenic, 
also with dried rose flower buds, otto of roses, 
cardamoms , sometimes it is washed with the juice 
of sugarcane The poisonous drugs are added to 
intensify its effects , others are added for their 
flavour It 18 also mixed with goodaku, which is 
a preparation of jagri and tobacco Some people 
prepare a special chillum from sogai cane and smoke 
ganja in it The object of smoking thus is to 
mitigate the local irritant effect on the throat The 
ordinary bhang massala of the bazar consists of 
black pepper, poppy seeds, almonds> fennel seeds 
nnd rose buds Besides the ordinary massala othei 
drugs enumerated above form the special massala 
of the well-to-do 

Bhang is used for eating and drinking pur 
poses in the following different ways — 

(1) It IS prepared in the form of powder 
for eating purpose At first bhang is 
roasted on gentle fire till it assumts i 
reddi=h-brown colour and then reduced 
to fine powder This is mixed with 
equal quantity of sugar or a little salt 
and pepper according to taste and taken 

(2) Roasted gram and dry dates are chargea 
with bhang, salt and pepper by certain 
process and taken by some for the pur 
pose of intoxication 

' (3) A kind of sweetmeat is prepared from 
bhang called mabajbon The ordinary ma 
bajoon that is sold in bazar is geneially 
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composed of siigai, gfieOj and bhang It is 
piepaied thus —The required quantity of 
bhang is steeped in water for some time, 
then it is mixed with equal quantiti of ghee 
in a tinned vessel, and the vessel is put on 
fire The mixture is allowed to boil, taking 
car? that a,ftei: it is being put on file it is 
constantli stirred up Boiling is continued 
till all the watei is evaporated, and the 
mi?:tuie IS then removed from the fire, and 
while hot, it 13 strained through a piece of 
cloth By this process you get an oily 
solution of bhong,j called bhing-noo-ghee, 
with its colouring matter The refuse is 
thiown away The oily solulion is sub- 
jeitedjto washing to lemove tts eolounng 
mattei The washings are thrown awav 
Then sufficient quantity of sngaq is takqn, 
to which a little water is added, and the 
vessel containing sugarand water is put on 
fire, ]nst ns the sugar dissoWes, ^rotKcol- 
lectsoijit? upper surface Milh and water 
a;.e added with iilie object of removing the 
dirt of the sugar Addition of milk and 
water bripgs the dirt 1,11 the form of a thick 
scum on the surface of the siieclianne splp- 
tion Th;s soum is removed. This addi- 
tion of milk apd water is repeated until the 
sapchpripe solution becomes tlpck, clear and 
of syrupy consistence. This is qow mjxed 
with the prepared ghee of hemp, and 
hripk Stirling is continued for a few minu- 
tes TJliis^iS then, poured m a, flat dish 
and allowed to solidify ip the form of a 
cake, which is divided into lozengqs to 
which gold 01 silver leaves are applied 
This IS the ordinary mahajoon of bazar 
"When specially piepayed it is mixed with 
stimulant and savoury sqhstancos 
(4) ^ho liquid; preparation of the, bhang is made 
as under At fiist it is roasted on gentle 
fire until the leaves assuipe a reddish-brown 
eojour It iB then put in a cqp and steeped 
in water fot/ about ten to fifteen, ipmutes 
The watei is strained out and fresh waiter 
again added for washing it 'fkis washing 
piocess IS repeated tdl, the washings qoroo 
out clear and coloniless ‘When, tlips fieed 
of its colouring matter, soipe black or white 
pepper seeds are added to it andipounaed on 
a stone slab with a cylindrical sfono pestle, 
with the addition of little water so as to 
reduce it to a pulpy mass This pulpy 
mass is mixed with required quantity, of 
wa,ter varying from a pipt.to a pint and a 
half or more for one person, and strained 
through a piece gf dhoti cloth This strain- 
mgr process, is repeated thiee times over, 
and the liquid thus prepaied is ready f<ir 
drink The refuse is thrown away This 
piocess IS generally practised by habitual 
consumers Peisons who take it for occa- 
sional luxury generally add all the substan 
ces shown in answer to question No 29 
The liquid thus piepared goes by the name 
of “may a” — literally means worldly regaid 
(5 ) There is another liquid preparation, which is 
solely piepared in milk as under — Kequired 
quantity of roasted bhang, which vanes fiom 
2 to 3 tolas, IS tied up m a piece of clean 
muslin cloth with a twine , this is then tied 
to a piece of stick in its centre This stick 
IS put horizontally over the edge of the 
vessel containing milk in such a way that 
the bottom of the bag containing bhang just 
touches the level of the milk. The vessel is 


put on fire The milk, while boiling, nses and 
falls, thus extracting the active principle of 
bhang in the bag The milk is boiled for 
about an bom or more according to the 
intoxication icquired Now sugar is added 
Then the vessel containing milk is removed 
from tlio store and allowed to cool This 
liquid preparation is more intoxicating in 
Its effects than the one given atiove 

30 Ganjn is generally, though nob invanahly, 
smoked in company, hliang< is indulged inisoh- 
tndo as well as in compana. Ganja is smoked' by 
males as well as females of the. lower order , obil- 
dreii under 14/ never smoke ganja It is not 
confined to any time of life. Bhang is indulged 
in by/ all classes of people Both males and 
feimlns indulge in it, but the latter form the 
minority Children as a rule do not indulge in 
bhang, hut occnsiunnlly Uiey are initiated by their 
parentannd relatircs 

31 Habit of conaumihg ganja as well as 
bhang depends on company, and the habit is not 
so easily compacted 111 0 opium or alcohol If one 
indulges m it for ahopt a month or two, he gets 
longing foi; it and 1 bus the habit i? contracted 
It IS not so didiciilt to break off this habit Mo- 
deinte consumer may attain an excessive habit, 
bntall.tDis depends on company, Ganja-smok- 
ing IS gciior illy prevaknt in working class and 
lower order as well as yogis, fakirs and atits, 
while bhang is u'^cd by all classes of people, upper, 
lower and middle It is more used m hot season 
hecauBo it is cooling Ganja is hot I'or cUatas 
1 have no experience 

32 Generally it is enstomary for the votaries 
of Mahadev to indulge m bhang on “Shivaratn,” 
which falls on Mnhavad 14th. It is a beliot that 
Mahadev was very fond of this dunk, and' hence 
the custom has become preialent It is also in- 
dulged in during “ IIoli ” holidays I know of 
no religions obligation enjoined, and itiS not consi- 
dered essential Generally its use is temptrate, hut 
in some cases it is exctssivo It does not lead'to 
the foimabon ot habit It is not in any other 
way injurious 

36 I think that to a certain extent alcohol is 
substituted for bhang Indulging in this, drug 
for narcotic purposes is considered to he opposed 
to the views gencially entertained by mpdein 
civilization and education, and hence tlioy bar ing 
regard to, modern ideas have recourse to alcohol. 
They also, think that ilcoltolic intoxication is im- 
medi ite and moie pleapant-in^itSceffects Bstah- 
lishmcut of liquor shops ip, many moie places 
than before is also another cause for its substitu- 
tion Parras in, lierapj dru^ are, nob sold, for last 
two or three years in cprtaip Milages^ because the 
farmers say that there aio no customers foi these 
drugs In some places increase in revenue from 
faiming alcoholic liquors is sufficient to lead one 
to ail infeixnco that alcohol to a certain extent is 
substituted for hemp drugs The use of bhang 
in higher classes has been, to a very great extent, 
given up foi reasons already, explained, and tl)ey 
take to the use of liquor, indulgence in which is 
to a certain extent inci eased by the facilities which 
the forward elass of natives who ctll‘ themselves 
Soodharavalus obtain by then social ihteicourse 
with people of'vanous cieeds and castes who are not 
prohibited fiom indulging in these dings leli- 
giously, and tins elass has spread* the eoutigion 
to their " 1 Even they have 

the aiida men, particularly 

native practitioners, as, the cause of the mischief. 

Hemp diugs are the only dings which are used 
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by a large class of people, tsuob as yogis, fakirs, 
atifcs, etc , abd there is every probability that 
aioobol will be substituted if these drugs are pro; 
hibited to them 


■ aras-staoking are 
ija smokiilg, er- 
iii cbaras etook- 
bban^ drinlms: 
Intoxioatiou of 


37 The “ ’ 

similar to t 
cept that t 
mg 'The 

IS difibrent ‘from smbkitig ganja 
ganja is stronger, moie lapid and less lasting In 
the case df gaD]a the ititoS:ication lasts for about 
three hours Ganja is considered hot Bhang is 
cooling The intoxication of bhang is milder, not 
to rapid and more lasting than gaiija In case of 
bhang the intoxicating effects ale gradu illy de- 
veloped, while m case of ganja they develop imme- 
diately The intoxication of bhang lasts for about 
SIX hours 


89 All the different preparations of hemp plants 
are not used both for drinking and smokmg, and 
so it IS diffibult to deteimine the effects of the 
same preparation both when drunk and smoked 
Ganja is generally used for smoking , in very few 
exceptional cases it is taken internally Chaias is 
generally 'staoked I am not attare Of its beinsr 
taken internally Bhang is generally drunk Of 
all the three above preparations bhang is con'iider- 
ed the mildest preparation ot hemp dings This 
appears to me to he true, because the active prin- 
ciple of the plant iS less in quantity in the leaves 
than in the flowers of the plant The resm is the 
active and intoxicating principle of the pilant, and 
hence it is that charaS, which is the lesinous exuda- 
tion, and ganja which is the flotver tops, contain 
mole of the resinous principle than the leaves, and 
I..-— »i „ ■"•n pCt-own-or onH more intoxicating than 
, I if'ganja smoking on the 

' ot spirits, heaviness of 

head, which sometimes amount td actOal headache, 
slight Injection of eyes and dryness of the throat, 
increase of appetite, and sometimes burning at the 
pitof the stomach The effects produced by hhaUg to 
persbns not accustomed are exhilaration of epints, 
dryness of throat, increase ot appetite, sensation 
ot flying m heaven, lengthening of time, concen- 
tration of the mmd on a particular object to which 
he is inclined before taking it, As a lule all these 
sv mptoms are not noticeable in habitual consum- 
ers, except slight exlnhratiou of spints, general 
vigour, and concentration of mmd on objects to 
which they are inclined before taking the drug , 
thas,perEons of religious turn become moie reli- 
gious under its use Their ideas are concentrated 
on one true God If persons not accustomed to 
its use indulge in these drugs excessively they do 
become insane, but to those who are habituated, 
the habit becomes a second nature , and tbe drug 
acts more as a food than a narcotic No injuri- 
ous effects are produced to habitnaf excessive con- 
sumers provided they tahe good nourishing foOd 

40 Yes Native vaids do prescribe bhang as 
medicine I do nqt know of its use in cattle 
disease Different diseases in which it is used are 
shown below 


According to native medicmC hliang mixed with 
dried ginger, black pepper and long prppei is used 
in consumption It is also n«ed f6r bilious com- 
plaints for increasing mtelligehoe, forstiength- 
ening •sexual organs, for catarihal and skin 
diseases, for increasing appetite and knowledge, 
steadme'B of mind, and flatulence In short this 
diug IS supposed not to give did age For these 
diseases it iS variously mixed with different drugs 
Bhang is also used for reducing tin to the form 


of oxide, which goes by the name 'of ‘'vang." 
This IS usfed in gonorrhcea, &c , by native vaids 

41 (i) It IS digestive 

'{b) It allCvaateSTatigue 

Pills made of bhang, black peppei and tteacle 
hrC •used as febrifuge 

(c) I have no personal experience of its 
beOeficial effects as a pieventive of disease in 
malaiions and unhealthly tiUets, but it is believed 
to be so 

{(1) It IS used by jewelleis, yogis and other 
persons who leqmre concentration ot mmd 

42 I consider moderate use of bhang and ganja 
to be harmless I have personally seenmanypei- 
sons 111 perfect health who have been u'lng these 
dings for years together 

44 The immediate eflect of the modeiate use 
of these diugs on the habitual consumer is refiesh- 
iing and exhilarating It 'does not produce so 
much intoxication because he is accustomed to 
the drug. It does cieate sotae appetite The 
leffectm tbe case of ganja lasts foi about 2 or 3 
hours, and in the case ot bhang it lasts for about ' 
4 to 6 hours There are no after-effects except 
tempoVoiy longmg for it and slight uneasiness 

45 (a) to (/) No 

Whon taken 111 habitual modente doses, it is 
not injurious in any waj. When indulged in 
habitual excessive of doses, I have not UeeA anv 
injurious effects, provided that g'oodUouiishmgfood 
is taken aftfer its use Persons not accustomed to 
Its use indulging lu excesses are the class 'of peisons 
who generally fall victims to various diseases such as 
asthma, insahity, etc Neither hereditary effects 
of ally kind lemltfrom the use of these drugs, nor 
the progeny is affected Even the abusive use of 
these drugs is not so injurious as alcohol 
46 One who 18 habituated to the use ■of these 
drugs IS not affected os regards bis constitution m 
any way, provided he takes good nourishing food, 
because wheh-once the habit is formed, these drugs 
do not act as narcotic on him, but act more as food. 
In some cases, asthma and bronchitis do occur, 
but a man not accustomed to its use, if indulges 
in it excessively, then his constitution is affioted 
both physically and mentally Nis face assumes 
a peculiar expression, bis eyes appear always red. 
Sensation of floating m air, in rare cases impotence 
and insanity is not uncommon, when insanity 
occuis, it 18 generally of an exciting character 
Sometimes he becomes fearful The existing ten- 
denej of mind is intetisified, as is seen in.iuu- 
amuck cases The insanity produced is general) v 
of a temporary character I know of a case in 
which a moderate consumer of g inja, by his going 
to excess, became insane He has been under iny 
observation since 3rd September IbSi' in this 
case the insanity was of an exciting or maniacal 
character lie lias shown no symptoms of excite- 
ment since January fast In this case I consider 
excessive ganja smoking to be the exciting cause 
of ihsamty I have had no opportunity of sSeiug 
any case which ivoUM justify me iii statihg that 
the symptoms may he teihduced by the use of 
the diug aftei liberation from restraint ‘ 

i'7 and 4$ No It is neither a heleditaty habit 
nor the progeny is affected 

49 Both bhang and ganja are used for aphro- 
disiac purposes, but the use lor the purpose is al- 
ways in moderation, feoth delay seminal emis 
Sion during sexual inteicourse 1 have heard 
that it IS nsed hv prostitutes for the jiurpose of 
excitement Its narcotic use is, and ought to ho, 
more injurious, as the quantity required foi this 
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elloct IS raolo tlnn that required for produemgr 
apUiodisiao effects, and also hecausOj wlion 
taken for aphrodisiac purposes, it is generally 
taken mixed with other stimulating substances, 
such ns musk, saffron, sugar, etc , etc , which 
counteracts its depressing effects Ilut there is 
another feature which must not be lost sight of, 
and that is when taken as an nphrodisiao, it » 
naturally followed by sexual intercourse, and 
there is eaery probability of its leading to osccsses 
which may thus indirectly weaken the constitution 
more than it would do when used simply for 
narcotic purpose Even when taken as narcotic 
in moderate doses it will produce its effects on 
sexual organs, but the mind of the consumer, in 
this case being not inclined towards lntcrcou^^e, 
ho will not go to excesses, and then the evil effects 
ol excesses will not result ITio chief character- 
istic of hemp drugs is that the existing particular 
tendency is intensified and strengthened b} their 
use, and his tram of thoughts after indulgence 
runs in the same direction Thus a man of reli- 
gious turn of mind becomes more enthusiastio in 


religions matters by using hemp drugs People of 
immoral tendency are likely to hanker after 
females, and so on 

60 Excessive use of these drugs, as a rule, 
produces impotence, and even if he is inclined to 
soxnal intercourse, he is physically unlit to gratify 
his desire People accustomed to take cxcessne 
doses do not feel so mui li impotence as a beginner 
would feel when he takes it in cxctssivo dose 

50 Dhatura, arsenic nnd such poi'onous drugs 
when mixed witli ganja, cither in moderation or 
ecoxBS, intensify the intoxiciting effects of ganjn 
Other non-potsonous substances arc addea to miti- 
gate its local irritant effects and to m iko it more 
delicious nnd pleasant In the case of bhang, 
ingredients forming Lliang raassala are such that 
some of them not as stimulant, nnd some ns cooling 
nnd refrigerating Wlion dhatura is added, the 
intoxioalmg effect become more marked. It is 
only mixed withdlintura w hen prepared forndmin- 
ibteration to others for cnminal purposes 

57 No expeneuce 




81. Evidence of AssistInt Stthoeon Abdui. Ghani, Eahm, tn charge of Oadag 

Dispensary t Oadag, Dliancar District. 


1 My experience ns an Assistant Surgeon of 
nearly sovontocn years’ standing, and by informa- 
tion collected from some persons here 

% Yes, all these names are accepted m this pro- 
vince The plant of ganja docs not grow here, 
nor IS it cultivated The drug is imported in this 
place. Flat ganja is generally used here 

19 Gania and charas are used for smoking 
Ganja is pounded and mixed with sugar and formed 
into bolus and eaten in this part ns au cxliilarant 
Ganja is used both externally and internally as a 
medicine Mnjum is a preparation like the above 

28 Ganja being smoked generally here, a 
habittnl moderate consumer smokes i anna worth 
of ganja on an aierage daily, and an excessive 
habitual consumer 1 anna per diem 

29 Ordinarily ganja is mixed with tobacco for 
smoking, exceptioually dhatura is mixed with it 
by excessive smokers, and by these smokers some- 
times nux vomioa is added 

The object of adding dhatura is to have exces 
sive intoxication Nux vomioa is put ns a nervine 
tome, as excessive use of ganja bnngs on exhaus- 
tion I have heard of persons smoking ganja, 
then eabng after a time or smoking some prepar- 
ation of opium, nnd lattcily drinking liquor (alco- 
hol) Ordinarily here no mixture or raas«aia of 
bhang 18 sold, but the component ingredients are 
bought separately Bhang or subji is made into 
a sherbet mixture It contains sugai, poppy seed 
juice, almond pulp, cardamom seed, and milk All 
these are pounded separately and mixed with water, 
etc , and drunk 

80 None of these drugs, especially ganja, is 
taken in solitude Ganja is smoked in company 
and IS used heie by adult males, and neither by 
females oi children 

81 The habit of consuming ganja or bhang is 
easily formed It lequires an effort to break off 
the habit Theie is a tendency of moderate habit 
to develop into excessive 

32 Amongst the Hindu Brahmins " ghota " is 
used on Shivaratn Ghotais piepared from ganja 
in this part Ganja is cleansed, washed and is 
mixed with water, milk, sugar, almond pulp, 
poppy seed pnlp, cardamoms, and then drunk as 
oherbet For the sake of miith, gieen leaves or 


the whole of the plant of ganja is cooked with 
mutton and eaten The u=o of bhang is not con- 
sidered c=senti il socially Tho use on such occ.a- 
sions IB temperate and would not form into a habit 
Bairngis or religions mendicants use ganja and 
develop tho habit to excess for the concentration of 
their thoughts towards deitj and induce impotence 

SG There is a slight increase in alcoholic 
drinks, but ita snbstitution for g-mja, bhang, etc , 
lannot ho a'Ct-rtaincd Some pareons or soots who 
arc prohibited by their religion, etc , from nsing 
alcohol have onlj ganja or opium to resort to, and 
also that tlio latter two drugs are cheaper than 
alcoholic drinks 

37 The difference lies m tho degree Smok- 
ing chans has an instantaneous effect Ganja 
smoked takes a longer tune to haio its effects, and 
bhang still more so than charas 

39 Tlieio IS no degree, all tho preparations 
have tho same effects It depends upon tempem- 
inent Moderation in some will bo excess m others 
The first effects i £ any of the preparation are that 
It IS stimulant, excites imagination, increases appe- 
tite and IS an apliroditiao Tho worst effect of 
cxcessne use is that it produces djspepsia, wast-' 
ingbody, cough, djsenterj, irapotency It first 
produces illusions and then insanity 

40 Ganja is used by native doctors as rofriger- 
ent, diuretic, narcotic, nntispasmodio It is used 
also externally It is also used in cattle diseases, 
nnd also to promote appetite 

41 Moderate use of ganja and bhang is observ- 
ed to bo beneficial m persons who have come 
under my observation 

(al In moderation ganja or bhang are observed 
to be beneficial by mo ns accessory to digestion 

(6) Has also staying-powcr under severe exer- 
tion, and it alleviates fatigue 

42 Medicinally and in moderation tho use of 
the drug will be harmless, but when this degree is 
broken, it is not beneficial, as the use may develop 
into excessive habit, which will bo v ery baneful. 

44 Tho immediate effect on a habitual consumer 
IS that it is an excitant nnd refresher In larger 
doses it intoxicates. It allays hunger nnd also 
creates appetite m moderate dose The effect of 
moderate dose lasts for about 3 hours The after- 
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effects are exliaiisticn, depiesnon, etc In habi- 
tu il exces'-ive smokers it produces uneasiness and 
longing 

4') The moderate habituil uses me not \ery 
peiteptible in tbeir effects pbjsi^^alli, only tbit 
tbe smokei or drinkei is veiy acute to reteiveobsei- 
■vation and pointed in bi^remaiks, rathei lasU and 
quairelsome. He is indifferent 

It does uot impair tbe constitution, nor loss of 
appetite, 01 cause dysentery, bronchitis It in- 
duces laziness and a little indifference I baie 
personally known none who have become insane 
by moderate use 

47 and 4^ None lias come under my observe 
tion undei these circumst inces 

49 In moderate dose it is an aphrodisiac Pros- 


titutes beie do not use It stands m tbe rame way 
for tbe above puipo=eas any' other narcotic IE 
this drug IS persisted in excess, it causes impo- 
tence 

50 In excessive doses it induces impoteney, 
hence lebgious baiiagis, fakirs, use it 

56 In moderation no admixture is done except 
of tobacco In excess bairngis oi religious mendi- 
cants use dhatuia for having moie intoxicationi 
Dbatnra is also used foi criminal pui poses, to 
facilitate robbery , it is added to mayura or any 
otliei sweetmeat 

57 Gan] I is eaten by mixing with sngai, 
''gui,”]ngii, and drunk in tbe shape of sheibet, 
eras it is called here “ gbota” or bhang 


82 JSotdetice of Assistant Surgeon B H N an avatxyj a«cZ Teachei of 

Suigery and Midioiferyt lledical School, Ahmedabad, 


1 My knowledge of tins subyect is derived 
partly from personal obsei ration, and partly from 
mfoimation received liom a laige number of habi- 
tual ganya smokei s 

2 The deffnitions herein mentioned may be 
safely acoep ed foi this district also Bhang is 
usually known as bhang and is sometimes called 
sabyi by the people Cliaias appears to be hardly 
at all used m these parts, out tbe people know it 
bv tbe same name Ganja is tbe name given to 
the flowering tops of the female plant, these being 
usually comp-essod flat, and of a biownisb green' 
colour It IS recognised by the s ime name lu this 
district 

19 Ganya, as a rule, is used foi smoking pur- 
poses only, but some ganya smokei s tell me that 
when for some reason or anotbei tliey caiPt get 
the same to smoke, they satisfy tlieir craving tor 
it by eiting a small quantity of the pondeied 
leaves which have been previously well washed 

23 Not to my knowledge 

2H A habitual moderate ganya smoker spends 
about a quai tei or peihnps half an anna over it 
A habitual excessive ganya smoker would neces- 
sarily spend a tiifle more 

29 {a) Ingredients oidinaiily mixed with ganya 
are— 1st, tobacco , 2ndlv, a paste made of pondeied 
tobacco and tieacle (called gadakoo) 

(5) Ingredients exceptionally mixed with ganya 
are (1) opium, (2) powdered cubebs, (3) cardamom 
seeds, (4) dbatnra, and (5) nux vomica 

“When a deep and piolonged sense of intoxica- 
tion IS required, ganya is said to be smoked along , 
with opium 

Mayan or mayum, a preparation of ganya, 
usually consists of sugar, milk, ghee, poppy seeds, 
and sometimes of dbutura seeds and the powder of 
nux vomica 

Tbe usual ingredients of "bhang massnla” 
are — Black pepper, cinnamon, card imom seeds, 
poppy seeds, carraway seeds, and to these ate 
occasionally added rose leaves, almonds, and pista- 
chios 

30 Though it IS often smoked in solitude, it 
may with truth he said that the votaries of ganya 
as a rule smoke the drug in company and seldom 
singly, Ganya smoking is usually practised by 
the males, adults, middle-aged, and the old So 
far as I am aware, it is not at all usual for children 
to consume any one of these drugs 
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31 The habit of ganya smoking is easily 
formed A young man is perhaps the friend and 
associate of a ganya smokei, who hands him over 
the guiya pipe, which the loimer, noc unwillingly, 
accepts The habit is thus easily foiraed I 
h ive noticed, and sever il ganya smokers assure me 
of the same, tliat a long and confirmed habit of 
ganya smoking can seldom be given up, that if 
withheld, the ciavitig foi it continues, and that the 
man would lather, if possible, go m seiich of the 
corap ray wheie the ding is iisnallv smoked, than 
do without it. A leoently acquiied habit can, 
howevei, bebiokeii off with some perseverance aud 
force of will on the part of the man Tiie habit 
of ganya smoking does not npoe«sinIy develop 
into the excessive, unless the man is in the com 
panj of heavy ganya smokei s, e g , fakiis, yog s 
and others 

82 Aftei a caieful enquiry I find no religious 
or social custom sanctioning the use of any of 
these drugs 

36 I have no reason to believe that alcohol is 
being substituted partly or wholly for any one of 
these drugs , iioi, in my opinion, is it likely that 
it could be so substituted, owing to its being a 
more costly article than the otheis 

37 The effects of bhang drinking are in my 
opimon not much different flora those of ganya 
smoking, except, perhaps, that the intoxication 
piodneed by the foimer is slightly milder in 
character and later m its appearance 

40 Powdered ganya leaves are ocoasionally 
prescribed in pill form by native quacks to relieve 
colicky pain , they are also used in combination 
with milk, till meno and flour as a paste or poul- 
tice foi painful protruded piles 

41 (o) Ganya cannot be considered as a food 
accessory or digestive 

(J)) It IS a popular belief amongst tbe ganya 
smokers that with its help they could peiiorm 
hard laboui and feel less fatigue, even though 
they may happen to hive for the time less than 
their usual allowance of food I share m this 
belief to this extent, that as under the influence 
of this drug certain physiological effects are pro- 
duced, e g , complete aniesthesia to pain and marked 
diminution of general sensibility, the man would 
temporarily be able to undergo severe fatigue and 
to do heavy work, without feeling himself the 
worse for it at the time, though when the effects 
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aie ovei, he would probibly feel himself wretched 
and completely worn out and evhausted 

(c) Ganja or bhang' possess no febrifuge pro- 
pel ties, nor are they known ns preventives of any 
othei disease in any unhealthy tracts 

(d) Broadly spenkiiig, in no way can the habi- 
tual use of ganja smoking oi the use of any of 
its allied preparations bo said to be beneficial 

43 I cannot say that the moderate use of any 
one of these drugs may be consideiod to be hai in- 
lets , foi every one of them is an cxeilant of 
gieit power, which may lead a man under certain 
toiiditions [e y , provocation, vicious corapanj) to 
indulge in them more freely than usual, and 
whilst under their influence to commit acts of 
violence or of murdei 

4 1. The immediate effect of ganja smoking 
upon the habitual consumer is of a pie ising anJ 
exhilarating kind I believe ho becomes possessed 
of a feeling of happiness and contentment, whilst 
he notices all sorts of ideas, both pleasant and 
grotesque, rapidly passing through Ins mind 
His eyes, which perhaps before were dull and 
listle=s, now become bright and shinj, and he 
feels himself now up to his usual work, and in 
this way the effects may be termed rcfiesliing 

Ganja smoking produces in the habitual con- 
sumer a slight heightening or exhilaration of the 
spiiits, which can hardly bo said to amount to 
intoxication in him "When the habit of gnija 
smoking is first formed, the appetite is said to bo 
increased , but when the habit is long continued 
and confirmed, it, on the contrarj, is lesscntd 
The want of subsequent gratification produces a 
sense of discomfort and a longing for it, it makes 
the man peev ish and irritable, and renders him 
unfit foi the regular or full performance of his 
usual avocations for some time 

45 • Yes, ganja pioduces iiijunous effects, both 
physical, mental and even moral It impaiis the 
constitution, for a habitual ganja smoker is a 


thin, somewhat emaciated man, with sunken ejes 
and hollow cheeks Ho is seldom known to 
be fat 01 corpulent It produces loss of appetite 
and stiength, though its early use occasions m 
some a ravenous sensation, not even completely 
appeased by food It is a popular belief amopgst 
the ganja smokeis that a long-continued habit 
pioduces diarrhoea and djsenteiy, unless these 
evils are counteracted by an abundant supply of 
wholesome food, with especially a hbeial allowance 
of ghee and other ok iginous materials jMj ex- 
perience siipjiorts the above-madt statement It 
blunts tilt nioinl sense and induces habits of 
laziness I do not think it necessarily induces 
liabifs of immoiahtj The constant irritation of 
the bronchi bv the gaiija smoke leads to their 
chionic congestion and to the production of bron- 
chitis 

Cases of insanity follow mg upon the habitual 
use of ganja, etc , have not come under mj observ- 
ation, and iiij experience of this subject is very 
limited 

40 In this connection it would be sufficient to 
state that the habitual excessive use of the ganja 
would piodiice the same set of evil symptoms as 
tho*-e mentioned above, but that they would neces- 
sarilj be more intense and marked 

47 Ganja smoking does not appear to be a 
hercdilarj habit, nor does its use in any waj affect 
the children of the moderate consumer, 

48 Ganja smoking does not appear to be a 
hereditary habit, nor does its use in any waj 
affect the children of the excessive consumer 

49 After a caieful ciiqnirj I could not find 
that any ol these drugs are habitually used as 
aphrodisiacs I do not I now if these remedies 
aie used bv prostitutes for a similar purpose I 
have not come across cases of impotence wnieh 
could bo distinctly traced to the habitual use of 
ganja smoking, or of any of its allied pioducts 


83 Evidence of Hospital Assistant Biial Saccalam, Brahmin^ Baipur JDispensai ij^ 

Ahmcdahad 


1 As a member of the Bombay Medical Subor- 
dinate Department, of nearly thirty years’ standing, 
I have had frequent opportunities of obtaining 
information regaiding matters connected with 
hemp drugs, in regard to which my answeis aie 
framed 

3 The first is known here by the name of bhang 
or sabji The second is named charas, and the 
third goes under the general name of ganja, 
without any special names for its different varie- 
ties 

19 Ganja is used only for smoking , charas is 
raiely, if at all, used in this district, as fai as I 
know 

33 Bhang is never used for smoking to my 
knowledge 

38 Poi habitual moderate consumers, bhang 
half tola, worth one pie, ganja half tola, worth 
foul pies For habitual excessive consumers, 
bhang one and a half tola, worth one pice, ganja 
two tolas, worth one and a quarter aniia. 

39 Ganja is ordinaiily mixed with tobacco, 
and I am not awaie of any exceptional case in 
which other ingredients are mixed with it Pool 
people mix pepper with bhang, but w'ell-to-do 


peisons mix also sugar, almond, poppy seeds, 
rose buds and cardanioms, etc The object of 
these mixtures is to make it more palatable 
I am not aware of the use of dhatura, opium and 
other substances mcntioued in the question m 
forming the mixture 

Yes The ingredients are the same as those 
mentioned above 

SO, Habitual consumers of bhang and ganja 
use them alone or in company, os it best suits 
them But those who occasionally, and especially 
in the hot season, take bhang, generally take it 
in companv It is only confined to the male sex, 
and to peisons above the age of 20 It is not 
usual foi children to consume any of these drugs, 
ns fai as I know, in this distiiet 

31 The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easily formed in the company of persons addicted 
to them It IS difficult to give up when once 
formed Theieis geneially a tendency from the 
model ate to the excessive 

S3 In Gujant on the Maba SiVaratri holiday 
Brahmin worsliippeis make Abhislieka (spiinkling 
by means of a lota with a hole at the bottom 
hung over the Lingum) of bhang water on the 
emblem of Siva, accompanied bj rtcitahons of 
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Vedie mantn-: I’eisons sulleiing’ fiom illness or 
calamities take vons to piopitiate the "od b 3 
mians of the above leligious rite, Moieovei, 
Hindus drink bhang oii tin, Shivaratri and other 
bolidaj’-s, and Mus^alnniis dunk it dm mg the 
Moharram tomake themsehes raeii^' Bhang is 
'aid to be the the favourite dunk of Si\a By 
occasionally drinking bhang it does not appeal 
that injurious habits aie formed 

36 As alcohol is now easily obtained in every 
town and village, some people substitute alcohol 
tor hemp dings This is on account of the open- 
ing of liquor shops all ovei the countiy 

37 Chains is more intoxicating than ganja 
Bhang drinking is not so intoxicating as smoking 
ganja or charas 

39, The smoking of any pieparation of the 
hemp plant is not less injuuous than dunking or 
eating the same In fact bhang is dinnk oi 
eaten, and ganja and charas aie smoked The 
preparations of hemji, when taken in modeiale 
doses, impart at first a gentle rciiviiig heat, and 
then a refiigeicnt effect over the whole body 
They exhilarate the spiiits, excite the imagin ition, 
increase the appetite and promote sexual desiie 
It habitually taken, they produce indigestion, 
wasting of the body, melancholia and impot- 
ence 

Taken in large dose', and by tho'e who me 
unacoustomed to their use, tliej lead to loss of 
inemon , and in some cases cliaias and ganja 
smoking lead to insanitj Hi smoking or drink- 
ing hemp propaiations the ejes become icd 

40 Native doctors use bhang in cases of con- 
vulsions of children ns antispasmodic As far as 
I know, none of tbc drugs is used in cattle 
diseases 

41 (<i) Yes, but not when habitually taken in 
large doses 

{b) Yes 

(c) Not to my knowledge 

(d) They give temporaiy lolief from anxiety or 
guef 


42 Yes 

{Ftde answers 89 and 41 ) 

44 It is refieshing It does produce intoxica- 
tion It allajs hunger Aftei a few hours it 
creates appetite The effects last from two to four 
horns it induces sleep, at the end of which no 
effect remains The want of subsequent gratifi- 
cation pioduoes no longing or uneasiness, 

45 and 46. I have no sufficient information to 
answer this question 

47 It does not become a hereditaiy habit oi 
affect the children 

48 I do not think the excessive use of any of 
these drugs creates a hereditary habit or in any 
wjij affects children of the excessive consumeis 

49 It IS practised as an aphrodisiac It is so 
used by prostitutes As far as I know its use for 
this purpose is not more injuuous than its use as 
an oidiiiary narcotic 1 do not think that its 
moderate use tends to produce impotence, 

50 The excessive use of these drugs is geneially 
not piactised as an aphrodisiac It serves as an 
antapliiodiBiac For this itason it is used by 
jogis aud otheis wishing to curtail their sexual 
desires, but not by prostitutes It tends to pio- 
duce impotence 

56 The admixture of hemp with othei sub 
stances used m modeiation has a tonic, aphrodisiac 
and digestive effect In cases of excessive use its 
eficct IS intoxicating, narcotic aud productive of 
mental imbecilitj 

57 I am not aware of ganja oi cbaias being 
oaten or diiink 

57 (a) Geneially fakirs and sadbus, who pass an 
idle life, and lower classes, such as labourers, make 
use of hemp diugs as a relaxation from anxiety or 
fatigue, or to waid off exposure to excessive heat 
or cold If these be prohibited, most of them will 
have lecourse to alcohol, which is more misohiev- 
oiis m its effects, physical, moial and mental, and 
at the same time more expensive than any of the 
hemp dings 


84 Evidence of ITospital Assistant 

1 I have known the men who used to take the 
hemp diugs while I am in the Medical Depart- 
ment 

2 The hemp plant is not cultivated in the pro- 
vince I reside The leaves of hemp are called 
bhang and the flowering tops are called gaiija, 
Charas is not known 

19 Ganja is used as a smoke Charas not 
known No other use is known Sind, North 
and Central India 

23 Not known 

28, Ganja — Half a tola, cost two nnn is 

Bbaiiff — One tola, cost half anna 

The excessive smokers use it constantly and no 
average can be given 

29 {a) Ganja is mixed with , equal parts of 
tobacco 

Four tolas bhang is mixed with the following 
articles, viz — 

Eosobuds 1 tola, poppy seed 1 ^ tolas, almond 
2 tolas, sugar 1 seer, and water 4 seers 
IB made into a diiuL 
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Kajana Lokajbe, Mdh Telgu, Tham 

(5) Unknown 

Bhang tuassala not known 

30 No fixed quantity can be staled for com- 
pany , but a single man will consume a quaitei of 
a tola per day Among gosavis, they use the 
articles throughout the whole life For eldeily 
children bhang is given 

31 (o) and (6) Yes 

(c) Theie is 

32 The hemp is regarded by the gosavis-, 
who are the pnncipal consumers, to be the favour- 
ite ding of god Mahadev, so they take it in 
that god's name, first praying that god, but 
there is no authoiity, nor it is considered as an 
essential thing in the religious book Yes , fiom 
Bupeistitious notions it may lead to the foima- 
iion of the habit 

37 and 39 Not known 

40 Yes , for djsentory and diarrhoea is used by 
some native doctois Foi cattle disease not 
known 


2x2 
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41 Blnag is sud by the gosavis that it iB 
digestive 

(J) It IS in excitant, and undei the influence of 
the drug the persons of habitual use woik without 
feeling fatigue 

(c) and (f/) Not known 

42 Nob known 

44 The immediate effect is excitement It is 
felt refreshing foi the time being It is not 
intoxicant to the habitual consumer, but it is so to 
a new person While undei influence of it the 
man may not feel appetite, but it does not allay 
it entirely It has no paiticulai effect in oieating 
appetite, but men are seen to requiie greater 
quantity of food when they become habitual 
consumers than when thei were not , but it h is 
no immediate effect of this Kind Occasioml 
coDsumei also takes gieatei quantity ot food for 
one subsequent meal On habitual consumer the 
effect lasts apparently foi an hour or so and on 
occasional consumer for some hours and in propor- 
tion to the quantity taken On the habitual con- 
sumer there are not apparently any of the so- 
called after effects except that they are weakei, of 
changed complexion (s illow) and temper, but 
these are not immediate On the occasional con- 
sumer tin re are depiession of spirits, languor, 
melancholy, and disinchn ition to woik, constipa- 
tion To the haiiitual consumer such a w «nt 
causes great uneasiness, ciaving and longing , but 
to any other man, w ho once has used it, would 
not necessauly like to take it again 

46 Using these drugs modeiately is a very 
uncertain thing Howevei, those who are seen 
to use them pretty moderately are «een giowing 


weakei and sallower are easily excited and moved 
and become of weak and blunt intellect So they 
impair the constitution As it is seen to cause 
mcieise in the quantity of food required for a 
meal without in pioporlion causing the system 
robust, it must be regarded to mteifire with the 
digestion and nutntion, though it does not cause 
loss ot appetite As it breaks down the constitu- 
tion it may piedispose to these diseases. It in- 
duces Hzine-s It has been observed to weaken 
the intellect Many of the insane cases have a 
history of the habit, hut still a numhei of persons 
use it thiough life without au attack of insanity 
It IS more of an exciting than a predisposing 
cause The tjpe of insanity is mama generally, 
of couise preceded by melancholia , and ns it pro* 
duces deciease of nervous powei, this disease is 
more likely to be permanent, or if it has ensued 
after a recent habit it may be temporary 

47 and 4S Not known 

49 I have known people to make use of these 
drugs to increase sexual poweis , but, as far as 
1 am aware of, it is used by males onlj 
People who resort to these drugs are generally in 
a weak state of health engendered by loose habits 
and extesses, and amongst such peo[ile even 
modeiate use of such druifs pioduces injurious 
effects I am not awaie ot the use of hemp pro- 
ducing impotence as a direct cause 

50 Excessive use of any of these drugs pioduces 
more disastrous results, in that the people who 
indulge 111 excess are always found m a state of 
mor il weakness and thus become predisposed to 
organic diseases 

5h No opinion to offer 


85 Evidence of Hospii'al Assistant Jamiateam Jatashunkeb, Nagar Brahmin, 

West Mospital, Bajlot, Sathaxoar, 


1. During my' five years’ (1879 to 1883) seivice 
in Sind and Afglianistan, I noticed, specwllv in 
Sind, that as hospitality people offer fiist to eat 
some sweet thing, and ovei this instead ot giving 
water to drink they give geiieially what is called 
‘‘ thandai,” a liquid pieparation composed of 
bhang, sugar, etc Geneially they use tliandai 
daily after noon, with the intention to getpleasuie 
in the evening by adding nioie quantity ot bhang 
m their community also 

3. Yes, and is loo illy known by the name of 
bhang, ganja and chat as in my province 

19 Ganja and charas aie not only used for 
smoking, but ilso used for chewing (ganja chiefly) 
The Brahmin pnravia (as ot Agra, Delhi, etc ) 
who have some religious objection in smoking, use 
ganja and chans in thefoimof sweet piepara- 
tioDs, such as majum, kharek, fakki, vakuti, etc 
23 Bliang, to my knowledge, I have iiev'ei 
heard used foi smoking 
28 
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29 («) Ordinaiily tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and chaias while smoking, and (i) exceptionally 
dhatuia seeds, opium, and sometimes betel-nut are 
also used 

The object of mixing tobacco while smoking 
IB nothing but to get clean smoke, as ganja and 
tlioras both requited w'nshing with water before 
use, and when vvetthev find sometimes difficulties 
to kindle, and by mixing tobacco the fire will 
take place to the substance easily, and smoke will 
come fiom the chillum very freely as the wet part 
dried by adding tobacco (6) Exceptionally, 
dhatura seeds, opium, nnx vomica, betel-nut are 
also used by some and in joke to increase the nar 
cotic pioperties, as well as making a fool of others 
or with some foul objects, ob of Bteahng or of de- 
bauchery 

Bhang massala’s ingredients are as follows — 
(1) poopy-luad seed»,(2) rose, dry, unopened flower, 
(3) almond seed, sweet, (4) eharolee, (5) anise 
(sometimes), (6) black or white peppei, (7) sugar, 
(8) milk 

30 These three drugs aie consumed to a 
gieater extent in company than in solitude Yes, 
it IS mainly confined to male sex in Guzerat than 
female But in Sind, and mostly m upper 
eouutiy, bhang is equally used by both sexes when 
of age It IB not usual for children to consume 
any of these drugs 

31 The habit of consuming these three drugs 
IS easily foimed m company, and sometimes it 
13 difficult to break off, and there is a tendency m 
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all tlie three duigs for the modeiate habit to de- 
velop into the excessiio 

S2 Bhang is generally used during hot season 
and on holidays in conipanj as a cooling sub- 
stance Chains and gan]^ ire usually consumed 
111 company of sadhu 

It lb a custom amongst the Brahmins to take 
bhang on the day of Maha Sliivaratri The 
custom amongst the sadhu ot smoking charas 
and ganja and of taking bhang is considered 
to be essential, and it is likel) to lead into tho 
formation of the habit, and it proves sometimes 
injurious 

36 I cannot saj that alcohol is substituted foi 
any of these di iigs, 

Note — The consumption of alcohol m my 
eie has increased and is increasing day after daj , 
the only ciuse that could be attributed is that 
alcohol IS freely sold, and ready foi use aiywheie, 
trlnle blmng, etc , take time and trouble before 
thiy arc readj for use. 

2nd — Low caste people and labouring class 
people arc under a firm and unshaken belief that 
the} arc able to work ro hard only bp the aid of 
such liquor I ha\c I nown woodcutters alter a 
day’s hard work intoxicating with alcohol not 
having had anj idea of their meals 

3rd — Imitation As to indulge in aleoholio 
liquors IS considered h} half edueited people to be 
the first step towards reformation and civihzation, 
and, taking their example, poor illiterate and un- 
educated people imitate them The proof of the 
realitj of increase of the aloahoUo use is the increase 
of the alcoholic poisoning cases notitcd in hospitals 

37. 1 do not think tliat there is any difference 
m the effects in any particular of charas and ginja 
smoking The narcotic effects of ganja and charas 
begin soon after smoking , hut in case ot bhang 
drinking the effect is produced in quarter or half 
hour or longer, depending upon tho quantity and 
quality 

39 I do not know of any suoli preparations of 
hemp plant, the smoking ot which would in an} 
wa} be less injurious form of consumotion than 
drinking or eating tho same or any other prepara- 
tion 

I do not think preparations of hemp produce 
any constitutional effect in small doses , but when 
in excess people starve under the influence of nar- 
cotism and arc frcquontlj seen in emaoiated and 
debilitated conditions and some euffonog fiom 
lung diseases 

The greater number of cases of insanity and 
mental derangements falling to mj lot during mj 
seventeen jears of service had the previous Instorj 
of ganja and cliaras smoking in excess 


40 Yes, to alleviate pain, preparations of hemp 
drug aie used bj native doctors I do not know 
whether they are used m the tieatment of cattle 
diseases 

41 The moderate use of charas and ganja and 
I bhang seems to be beneficial in its effects 

(a) By it increasing appetite and promoting 
digestion followed by a fiee motion 

(5) It alleviates fatigue by its naicotio effects 

(c) Bhang affects as a febiifuge 

(d) Bhang is also tried with more or less sne- 
I cess in many diseases, as in tetanus, hj diopliobia, 

iheiimatism, and in the convulsions of children and 
in cholera Bhang is believed next to opium as 
anodyne, hypnotic and antispasmodic by some 
medical men, and consequently given in the above 
said diseases 

42 I think the moderate u«e of any of these 
diugs IS harmless if carefully prepared and taken, 
as I ha\ e seen serious cases occurred under the 
influence of moderate doses of hemp drags, given 
by friends with some admixtuie, as dbatura. 
Opium, betel nut, nux vornica, etc 

44 These drugs produce dull, heavy head, and 
succession of nnconnected ideas or cheei ful acti- 
vifj , giddiness or a tendenoj to talk, laugh, sing 
or dance, on the habitual consumer Sometimes 
it IS rtfresbing It produces intoxication It does 
not allay hunger It does not create appetite 
Dmatioii of its effects cannot be specified, as it 
vanes with tho quality and qnantitj used. There 
are not any after-effects, sometimes headache 
Yes, the want of subsequent gratification pro- 
duces longing and uneasiness 

45 I do not think that habitual moderate use 
of any of these drugs produces any noxious effect 
Ganja and charas impair tho constitution in long 
run, speciall} of tho persons taking low diet 
It injuies digestion to a certain extent Ganja 
and charas smoking causes bionchitis Bhang 
IS used m the treatment of dj sentery and asthma. 
It impairs the moral sense or induces the habits of 
immorality or debauebory Y’es, ganja and charas 
produce insanity. 

46 I cannot saj , as I had not the opportunity 
of nanowlj watching such cases 

The habitual moderate use of these drugs does 
not appear to be a hereditary babit or to affect in 
au} way the children of the moderate consumer 

49 These drugs are used as an aphrodisiac, but 
I do not know wliethor prostitutes are using with 
the sanne intention 

67 Ganja is eaten in absence of accommodation 
foi smoking by some ns well as tliose wlio take 
religions objection in smoking , the effects of 
ganja by chew ing are milder than smoking 


86. Evidence of Hospitai- Assistant Sudashio ’VTamon, Brahnm, Mansa, Ilahi- 

Laniha, 


1 I have had several oppoitunities of obtaining 
information regarding the hemp drug m treating 
patients in my medical practice, also from the 
conversation with those who hahituallj'-.smoke and 
dnnk the preparation of the drug. As weJJ as 
1 had tried the drug on mj own jferson on three or 
lour different occasions 

2 I concui with Dr Pram’s opinion on pro- 
duction of the hemp drag, except “ tioddeii under 
foot,” but green bud leaves are pressed and 


dried in sheds which forms into flat ganja in \ 
Deccan Province 

Chaias is the resinous matter, but never pre- 
paicd and used in this province 

Yes They have the same names as bhang, 
ganja and charas There is no hemp plant culti- 
vation in Mahiknntha 

19 Yes Both used for smoking Charas is 
not used m Deccan 



166 


23 No, bhang is never used for smohing 
28 

Smoking ganja Drinking bhang 

Tolas Cost, Tolas Cost 

[а) 1 to 4. i to 1 anna 1 to 2 i to ^ anna 

(J) 4 to 8 1 to 2 annas 3 to 8 2 to 2 anms 

29 The following ingredients are mixed with 
gonja in smohing — 

(fl) Oidinanly— ganja, tobacco 
(6) I’xteptionally— ganja, dhatura, opium, 
jawaii root, nus vomica 
llnniinff hlang — (a) Ordinarily — Bhang, black 
peppei, ajwan, water 

(S) Exceptionally — Bhang, dhatura, nux vomica, 
black peppei, nurium oleander or kunher root, 
opium, watei 

Occasionally by rich— Bhang, black pepper, anise- 
seeds, diy rose buds, poppy seeds, eaidamoms, saff- 
ron, mace, almond, milk, sugar, and watei 

The object of admixtuiing these drags is to have 
less or more intoxication 

I know the following prepaiations made of 
bhang are locally sold as massala —(1) raajnm, 
(2)shnkhand, (3) ynkuti (4) gulkand, (6) dry 
date of bhang massala, (6) bhang massala 

(1) Majnm is piepared when bhang is fried in 
ghee and mixed with syrup simple and allowed 
to dry into cakes 

(2) Shiikliand is prepared when bhang is fried 
in ghee and finally powdered and mixed with 
euid, saffion and sugar , the substance becomes 
yellow and solid in moist form 

(S) Yakut! IS prepared by mixing bhang powder 
with saff on and lose syiup with some spices, 
and allowed the substance to dry cakes 

(4) Gulkand is prepared when the fine powder of 
bhang mixed with confection of rose made of rose 
buds 01 flowers and sugaicandy, the substance 
lemains solid and in moist foims 

(5) Diy date of bhang is prepared at Visnoga in 
Guraiat Dry bhang pioperly washed in water 
and well boiled in ghee for two or three hours, 
then the ghee is mixed with some spices and 
bachnag (aconite) and the caviti of dates filled in 
and allowed to soak the substance and preserved 

(б) Bhang massala It is prepared when bhang 
powder is finally fried in ghee and mixed with 
sugai and ajwan 

I have seen all the preparations used by some 
natives of India, and the last pieparation on 
seveial occasions used by the regimental soldieis, 
etc , eating this substance with water. 

30 The consumption is not to a large extent 
but in a small company, and it is mainly confined 
to the male sex xn youth and old age, and not in 
infancy Bhang is occasionally used by gentry in 
hot season, and ganja is smoked extensively by 
low caste people oi labourers, as well as saints and 
fakirs extensively at all times of the seasons 
Charas is not used in this part of the countij" 
It IS seldom used for children in sickness to make 
them drowsy oi sleepy (only hhang) 

31 Yes, the hahit is easily formed by the com- 
pany of smokers or drinkers It is not difficult 
to break off the habit 

Yes , there is a tendency to develop the habit 
into the excessive 

32 There is not any custom, social or religious, 
for the consumption of any of the drugs in this 
part , but some superstitious people u=e it for smok 
mg or dunking, as it was said that it was used 


by the great god Shiva Theie is no custom or 
no account foi it Yes, it is likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit and the consequence 
IS injurious ^ 

i6 There is not any reason to substitute 
alcohol for any of these drags, on account of the 
deainess of the liquor a few people have taken 
to the use of these cheap intoxicants 

37 Charas is not used in this part of the 
country, and consequently I do not know the 
difference of effects in them Yes, the etfeet of 
drinking bhang differs from smoking ganja The 
effect of smoking is immediate on blood into the 
lungs, and hence to the lieait, and directlj then 
to the brain, but passes off soon Whereas that 
from drinking bhang it acts on the general system 
and may last from an hour upwards to 12 hours 
01 more 

.39 The smoking of any preparation of the 
drug IS generally moie injurious than dunking 
or eating the same quantity The smoking is a 
conceutrative form, and whereas in drinking or 
eating it is much diluted with spices 

Reasons — The effect of smoking is in the form 
of vapour and the absorption into the blood in 
the lungs is very rapid and immediately on the 
brain, causing tendency to pioduee intoxication 
with unconnected ideas and immediately foigotten, 
affecting general sensibility and furious delinum by 
its narcotic effects on the neive centres and para- 
lysis, ultimately insanity While in dunking or 
eating the same or such pieparations the constitu- 
tion IB not so soon affected, as the effect of the 
drag in this form refreshes constitution and passes 
off through the system , it has less tendencj 
consequently towards insanity 

40 Occasionally the drug is used by native 
doctors for medicinal purposes, in dysenteiy, head- 
ache and colic Yes, thej are al»o used in cattle 
diseases 

41 The moderate use of the drag will he seldom 
beneficial, 

(fl) It may perhaps act as a food accessory 
but not digestive ' ' 

^ f 

(i) Yes, it'may 

(c) and (d) No 

42 Yes, very hkely harmless, when it is used 
moderately and not repeatedly, it does not cause 
any mischief or disorder in the sj stem 

44 It generally produces rather refreshing, 
cheeiful activity, feeling of happiness and con- 
tentment, ideas of pleasing kind passing rapidly 
through the mind, tendency to folk, sing, laugh 
01 dance, then giddiness and succession of uncon- 
nected ideas, and also intoxication It does not 
allay hunger, but oieates appetite. The effect of 
drinking lasts ordinarily about 6 to 12 horns, 
while m smoking one to two hours After effects, 
idleness or laziness, uneasiness or longing, loss of 
appetite, owing to the want of subsequent grati- 
fication 

4 5 The habitual moderate use of the drug m 
certain constitutions produces noxious effects, phy- 
sical, mental or moral. Yes , it generally impaiis 
constitution fiom frequent stimulation of neive 
centies , the nervous tone of the system is lower- 
ed Yes , it injures digestion and causes loss of 
appetite. Yes, it causes bronchitis , and asthma, 
and not dysenteiy Yes, it impairs the moral 
sense, produces laziness and not habits of immo- 
lahty or debauchery Yes, it deadens the intellect 
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in some cases, and prodnccs insanity by smokin", 
but in diinlving or eating it would not produce 
such Inrmfnl efioots It appears to me tbo pre- 
disposing cause of insanity, as well as exciting 
It generally produces furious mama, dipsomania 
in the joung, who have contiacted the babit since 
a short duiatioii and dementia affeotata in aged, 
and geneially tempoia’-y The symptoms be re- 
induced generally by the use of the drug after 
hbeiatioii from lestiaint Generally the typical 
symptoms aie — Ideas confused, incoherent, un- 
fixed unconnected talk, no recollection of timCj 
place, quantity, etc , and forget what is seen or 
heard and told, manneis silly, conversation inco- 
herent 

Insanity, primary, nevei tends to indnlgLUce of 
these drugs, but when the brain has been suffi- 
ciently weakened by the habitual use of the diaig, 
intellect becoming deficient, the habit is more 
and moie indulged in, which does ultimately lead 
to insanity So the indulgence is primar} , and 
insanitj is (ho secondary or sequence of it 

Not having kept the accurate notes of the cases 
which uould be worth while quoting, I regret I 
cannot give an account of such cases except tno, 
since I took charge of this institution, both male 
sex, whose ins init) was due to my knowledge to 
excessno indulgence m hemp drug smokmg for 
some time past 

>( cling Casts ErstDENca Ocobeatios 
Ehmni Pcpji Hindoo, Koli Mansa Labourer 
Naira Gbcla Bo Maratba Do Bo 

46 Habitual excessive use of any of theso 
drugs would produce very noxious, physical, 
mental or moial effects, aud that within a very 
short period of the indulgence, and the same 
effects aud injuries, etc , stated in the last ques- 
tion within a very short period 

47 Tlio habitual moderate use of the drug does 
not appear to be hereditary habit, nor it affects the 
children in any way 

48 The habitual excessive use of any of these 
diugs does not appear also the hereditary habit. 
I am not sure, hut I conjecture that the children 
of habitual excessive consumers should be weak in 
body and perhaps in mind 

40 . It is occasionally practised as an aphrodisiac 
by the male sex specially , and also it is seldom 
used prostitutes , but I am informed that it is 
given as a sweetmeat by prostitutes to their 
paramours and vice versd Yes , I think the use 
for this pmpose is more injunous than the use of 
ordinary naicotic, because there is more exhaustion 
of the mnsoular power and nerve centres during 
the act of sexual intercourse Yes, it does tend 
to produce partial impotence indirectly 

50 It IS never practised as an aphrodisiac m 
excessive use and noi used by prostitutes also, and 
it is much more injurious than other narcotic, as 
the consumer could not control on his body, tho 
nerve centres getting paralysed, intoxication, fun- 
ously delirious and sometimes tingling and numb- 
ness of the whole body, and in severe cases 
general anaisthesia It would produce general im- 
potence 

56 When* it is used in the form of mixtures it 
modifies more or less the effect When mixed 
with dhatma it soon brings on an extraordinary 
intoxication within half an hour or so of a pecn- 
Jiai character With opium it brings on narco- 
tism , with nnx vomica strong sexual excitement 
I have not heard of its being mixed with cantha- 
rides 01 betel nut. (4) When used in excess the 
effects aie verj harmful It is used foi peisonal 


consumption generally and oocasionally for ad- 
ministration to otlieis, perhaps with some objects, 
or to have excessive intoxication 

57 Ganjn, oharas are used in smokmg so far 
I know in this pai t of the oountiy, hut charas is 
generally not in use this side 

In conclusion, in addition to what I have stated, 
I am of the opinion to lay befoie the Commission 
that those who indulged in the pieparationot these 
drugs have generally no honour, and no one will 
like them or trust them in thispait of the countiy, 
and the habit of these dings would lead a mau to 
commit seiions consequences, as well as loss of 
health, sometimes intellectual powei, and ulti- 
mately insanitj In mj opinion the existence of 
hemp drug 01 pieparations of the drug stated, is 
not at all advisable to use so geneially and exces- 
sively, as the consequences are veiy seiious and dan 
gerous sometimes to human life fiom the state- 
ment made, and I think theie should he legal 
restriction foi it foi the use of the public, except 
hond fide use for medicine 

Oral ^htdenoe 

Queshoit 1 — I studied in the Poona Medical 
School and obtained Hospital Assistant’s certi- 
ficate I have been in the service for twelve jeais 
I have never been attached to any asj lam 

I have taken ghota or bhang. I was not accus- 
tomed to it and took a large quantity foi a begin- 
ner It made me intoxicated I took about a 
dram of powdered leaves with spices I was under 
the influence of the ding for twelve houis It 
made me refieshed and then stupid Aftei half an 
hour I felt a feeling of new spiiit or relreshment 
and a tendency to talk 1 felt giddy ns I was 
walking, so I returned home I was not insen- 
sible, hut had a restless changing or confusion of 
ideas I took it from courtesy, as it was offeied by 
a friend who took it in the hot weathei 1 was 
able to walk and aiiswei questions I ate food, 
but not more than usual I have no recollection 
of any diuretic effect Next daj I felt txliausled 
and slight headache I took milk and tea aud felt 
better I d’d not obseive any pupils next day 
My vision was not affected, except that the lights 
or lamps seemed more in numbei I was neivous 
and easily staitled 

Question S9 — The "reasons” heie stated are 
not based on my experience in treating cases The 
whole statement is theory 

Question 45 — The constitutions affected injuri- 
ously by the moderate use of hemp dings are 
nervous and weak constitutions In small quanti- 
ties the drugs would do no harm to a healthy 
person 

When I speak of the use of the drugs pioduoing 
insanity, I mean the excessive use I refer mainly 
to excessive smoking. 

In the last seven months I have had the two 
cases quoted at the end of this answer, I have no 
record, howevei, to show how long they have been 
suffering. But I have seen them within the last 
two or three months They aie still m Mansa— one 
in the district, and one in the town 1 have no 
notes except the out-door tickets on which 1 have 
enteied the disease and tieatment 1 can give the 
histoiy of no other case 

Bhimji Pepji was hi ought to me by some lela- 
tions in a violent state one day, about tluee 
months ago He was about 23 years old I had 
never seen him before Ihe relatives gave me the 
history of smoking ganja for the last three 01 
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four years They said they had tried to stop him, 
hut he went out and smoked He smoked with 
hair igis He was a cultivator They said he had 
been mad two months continuously I gave him 
some medicine He was not brought agiin I 
repeatedly made inquiry and have heard he is in 
the same state He was undei my obseivation 
for tuo or three hours His relations told me 
that his insanity was due to ganja, and I found 
his conjunctivsB red 1 did not notice the pupils 
Tne man himself said he smoked Again he 
denied it I was told by liis fiiends that he 
smoked five or six times in the day and two at 
night His other habits were all light He was a 
lehgious man, therefore ho did not use liquor 
His fiiends said so His moial habits were not 
VICIOUS I inquiied about whether his family 
drank, etc But only one took opium I m ide no 
inquiry about his family except whether they 
smoked. That was all I asked Being reminded, 
I state that I also inquired about insanity and 
found no ca<=8 of insanity in the farailj I did 
not examine into the matter of dliatura But I 
have been told that baiiagis pretty often do use 
dhatuia with ganja I have seen two fakirs smok- 
ing it in a temple also It did not occur to 
me to ask about this The smoking of dhaltira 
may produce effects, but the sj mntoms are quite 
diffeient from those of ganja I refei to smok- 
ing as well as taking internally. I saw two 
cases of smoking dhatura in mv third year ns 
a student There were dilatation of pupils, 
attempting to catch imaginary objects, muscular 
exhaustion, great thirst, teudencj to talk too much, 
and some symptoms of mann (unconnected talk) 
In Bhimji Pepji’s case I am not sure whether I 
examined the pupils I am not piepared to say 
that they were not dilated His talk was incohe- 
rent He was violent. 

In Naina Ghela^s case, the man was brought to 
the dispensary by his brothers He was about 
twenty-eight or thirty He was mad, silly He 
lay down by the temple and beat the drum I 
have seen him since more than once at the temple 
I had never seen him before His brothers told 
me he had been smoking for seven or eight ye irs, 
and had been in this condition for a year and a 
half I nevei noticed him till he came to the dis- 
pensaiy He only came once to the dispensary 
His brother came twice more for medicine and 
then ceased coming I have seen the man several 
times since He is in the same state 

He acquired the habit of smoking from his 


companions They weie low caste cultivators or 
coolies and mean servants He was himself a 
cultivatpi I did not inquire when he began to 
attend the temple He does not cultivate now 
He eats ganja and beats the temple dium when 
the time comes I inquired aboat bis family his 
tory and beaid there was no one addicted to viet 
He alone took to ganja No one else was insane 
m bis family He may have taken liquor, some 
of his companions took bhang or gliota, bnt not 
alcohol I do not know whether the men were 
vicious I did not ask about this man’s habits in 
that respect I never saw this man \iolont. 

The friends told me the ciuse of insanity was 
ganja I believed them It was natural for me 
to do so when several people told me Although 
I believed them ns to the ciuse, and although as 
belonging to a religious family he would not take 
liquor, yet I asked about liquor and opium I 
made a very careful inquiij His friends told me 
be took ganja and bhang, but no liquor or opium 
1 do not lemember that I made anj further in- 
quiry as to cause I btlieved in my mind that the 
cause was ganja I asked also about family 
insanity I made no full inquiry at the time , 
but I made inquiry on receiving these questions, 

I do not think these symptoms would be due tc 
alcohol They could not, 1 think, be caused by 
alcohol But it was natural for me to ask about 
liquor The symptoms might have been caused 
bv dhatura 1 do not know about the pupils 
'Iherc was no attempt at catching imaginary ob- 
jects The dhatura patient could not walk this 
man could This man had thirst and tendency to 
talk The geneial type of insanity was dementia ; 
in the dhatura cases I had symptoms of mama 

The type of hemp drug insanity is usually 
dementia, with generally the same symptoms 
Violence, unconnected ideas, no recollection, con- 
gestion of the conjiiDotiva, dijness of tongue and 
thioat, If I found those sjmptomswith a his- 
tory of the USB of hemp drugs, I should ascribe 
the msanitj to hemp drugs 

I state that the type of hemp drug insanity is 
dementia from the study of Bhimji Pepji and 
Naina Ghela’s cases, and also othere which have 
come under roy notice, but which 1 cannot detail 
'Ihern is a tendenc) to rapid recovery I devoted 
more time to inquiring as to cause than to trying 
to cure the men, because the people (though they 
came once) were superstitious and against English 
treatment 


87 <)/■ Hospital Assistant Phirozshaw D. Cooper, Pcnsz,tn charge 

JDtspenharg, Ilao, 


1 I am a medical oflBcer in charge Ilao Dispen- 
sary for the last fourteen years, treating on an aver- 
age 4,000 to 5,000 patients a yeai The following 
facts aie gathered from personal expeiience of 
hemp consumers 

2 Bhang is known in my distiii t undei thiee 
different names, namely, bhang, sabzi, and maja, 
the names patti and siddhi being quite unknown 
Bhang is the name applied to leaves and seed cap- 
sules of female cultivated hemp plant 

The definitions of chains and ganja can be ac- 
cepted foi my distiict, and the same designations 
are current in my district Ganja is also known 
here as “ mal. ” Cliaras is not generally used 
here Flat ganja la the most common vaiietj 


known , round ganja is quite unknown, while 
broken ganja is occasiouallj used, and i-< known as 
chnr 

19 Yes, only for smoking 

23 No, nevei. 

28 (a\ / •^^lang, one pice • 

' ' 1. Ganja, one piie 

( Bhang, three pice 
' ' X Ganja, two annas 

C haras is not used 

29 {a) Bhang IS ordinauly mixed with poppy 
seeds, black pepper, ginger dry, sugai or treacle, 
almonds, pistachios, fennel, rose w ater, and watei 
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(J) Dlntuia IB used under exceptioml oir- 
cuHistances, piobably uith a -view to increase its 
action 

Opium, nu-c vomica, e-’iitharides ot betel-nut is 
not bnown here to have been so used 

Ganjais (a) ordiinuly smoked uitliout any ad- 
mixture, but IS (b) exceptionally mixed with dha- 
tura seeds tobacco, and “ garaku ■" (a mistuie o£ 
tobacco and trenclej 

I do not know of any preparation called bhang 
massah, but if it be identical with " bhaug 
ma)um,” the ingredients are as under — bbang, 
gbi, milk, sngai, and cloves In fact, it is a 
confection of bhang 

30 Moderate and excessive consumers both 
smoke or drink in company as much as in soli- 
tude The extent of consumption \aiics in each 
case accoiding to the constitution and length of 
the habit Half a pint of bhang water may be 
enough foi some, u here is others maj lequiie two 
to three bottles a day In the same wa}', to some 
an inhalation of ganja may prove enough to 
satisfy Ins craving, toothers it may require ten 
chillums to bring about the same effect 

It IB strictlj confined to the male sex, and 
chiefiv to adult ago Children are nevei allowed 
to indulge in these drugs, hut some foolish parents 
on some great festivals allow their children a gulp 
or two of bbang water 

31 Tes, the habit is easily formed and difficult 
to break off Yes, thoie is a tendency to require 
ovei-mcreasing doses to satisfy the craving 

32 It 16 customarv amongst Hindus to use 
bhang on occasions ol festivals and social gatliei- 
ings, but it IS neitliei e=sential nor compulsory 
As for the religious uses of bbang, nothing is 
consumed by tlie votiries when offered at the 
shnne of Mabadev But even lu this case, it is 
not essential to use bbang only, as milk and cuid 
do as well, and are, in fact, of toner used It is 
also ti»ed on the lehgious festivals of Durga 
I’uja It is banded round like wine, and is freely 
partal on It is not regaidod ns essential As 
tor its moderate and excessive use on the’O occa- 
sions, it much depends upon the moral and social 
status of the consumers, and on it nepends the 
likelihood 01 unlikelihood of its habit being con- 
tracted, and the extent of in]ury it may cause 

30 Alcohol IS to a very great extent displacing 
bhang as an ordinary dnnk of the people The 
change is due to the greater facility of obtaimug 
ilcobolic drinks 

37 As stated befoio, the use of cliaras is not 
know n m this district, hence inability to compare 
its effects with those of ganja and bhang An- 
swer to the latter portion of this question is 
given in reply to question No 39 

39 Drinking of bhang is considered a better 
and a safer form of using hemp plant tlian smok- 
ing Bbang drinking m moderate doses is con- 
sidered refugerating and stomachic Smoking 
gan 3 a affects brain sooner, and gets into the head 
quicker Habitual and excessive use of ganja 
undoubtedly leads to insanity, some cases of the 
kind having come undei my own personal obser- 
vation 

40 Bhang is used by hakims and vaids for 
bronchitis and asthma 

41 Charas is not used in my district 

(a) Bhang m modeiato doses is stomachic 

(i) It IS said to alleviate fatigue and to give 

Tol Vll 


^ staying — powei under severe exertion In faet, 
it acts in the same way as cocoa does 

(c) It IS considered a good preventive against 
malaiial feveis, and is largely used by sadhus ana 
sanyasis for this pmpose I have neveiused it as 
a prophylactic against feveis 

42 Bhang in mpdeiate doses is beneficial 

44 To the habitual moderate consumer, the 
efieot IS somewhat exhilarating There is no in- 
toxication It IB stomachic The effect lasts from 
four to ten horns There aie no after-effects, but 
withholding any fmther supply pioduces general 
uneasiness, want of spiiits, and pam in the limbs 

45 {a) Yes, it does 
(5) Yes 

(c) It causes loss of appetite 

(d) Gan 3 a causes bronoliitis and occasionally 
asthma 

(e) It induces lazine s It is used by sadhus 
and sail} asis to induce impotency in order that 
they may be bett“r able to appioaoh their 
“ Maker " 

(f) Yes, gan 3 a has a tendency to produce in- 
sanity It acts both as a predisposing and excit- 
ing cause in diffeient cases It generally causes 
tcmpoiar} insanity of an active kind 

46. It IS obvious fiom my reply to question 
No 45 that habitual excessive use of any of 
these drugs pioduces moie harmful etleots 

47 It 13 not at all a hereditaiy habit, and does 
not seem to have any effect on the offspiings of 
modeiate consumeis 

48 Excessive use of any of these drugs does 
not produce hereditary habits in the cbildien of 
the consumers But is the excessive consumeis 
become weak in mind and body through its use, 
their issues naturally tome out weak la mind 
and body as well. 

49 Yes, they are used in combination with 
other Buhstances foi aphrodisiac purposes Do 
not know about prostitutes Yes , it has an in- 
variable tendency to produce impottnoe aftei long 
continued use 

50 Its excessive use acts in its fiist stage of 
commencement as an aphrodisiac , but in a few 
dais, besides causing impotence sooner, it knocks 
down the general health 

66 Admixtuie of dhatura seeds intensifies the 
effect of the diugs ^ 

57 Heie we don’t know of choras Gan 3 a 
IS onlj' used £oi smoking 

Oial evidence 

Q«c*iiort 7 — I studied at the Grant Medical 
College aud received the diploma of Hospital As- 
sistaut 

(Question B6 — My answer is based on expeii- 
ence gained in the towns of Hansot, Olpad and 
Aubleshwai in the Broach distuot I made 
special enquiries in these places and my answer 
lefeiB to those alone The cliange of habit I 
describe IB taking place among the low class Mu- 
hammadans and Hindus The liquor which is taking 
the place of bhang is mhowia spirit 

Qtiesiion 45,~1 have peisonal expeiience of one 
case of insanity which occuiied thiee or four 

2b 
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monttsago and came to the Ilao Dispensary 
I lemember a case of himcy Occuiring fifteen 
jeais ago in the 20th Bombay Infantry at 
Baioda I know no othei cases 'I he llao 
ease ivas of a temporary kind I did not see 
the othei case to its end, for the man was m hos- 
pital when I was transferied I attiibute the llao 
case to the excessive use of ganja I know of no 
ease in winch modeiate use has caused insamtv 
The Baroda case was under my obsen ation foi 
1^ mouths The llao patient nas brought to the 
dispensary b} his relatives Ht nas talking 
iion'euse and his lelations said that he had become 
insane since he had taken the diug to excess I 
did ask how long he had been in the habit of smok- 
ing and uas told that he had begun a few 
months before He had tal en an excessive 


dose of ganja after drinking liquoi two da}s 
before ho was brought to me He was in 
the habit of taking hquoi He would do so 
at festivals All poor men dunk On the occa- 
sion vv hen he was overcome he had taken liquor to 
excess and gan 3 a to excess also. He was of the 
Talavia caste I don’t knou whether he took 
cithei liquor 01 ganja in excess befoie that oceasion 
I attiibute the case to ganja because he smoked 
that diug immediately before ho became incohe- 
rent I don’t know if any of his eonipauioiis suf- 
fcied on the same occasion He was not cured 
for 1{ months duiing which he was brought to 
my dispen^aiy by his lelations everv third or 
fouith day The last time 1 saw him he was im- 
proving J made no further enquiry, but accepted 
the account given by bis i elutions 


88 Evidence of ITospital Assistant Shaik Sdephaz Hakim, Easil 


1 I have been at many places in the Bombay 
Piesideuey, and speoially at Ycola, Chikodi, 
Sholapnr and Na'ik for long tune, whcic gan 3 a 
and bhang coiisumeis were under my obseivation 
and treatment 

2 These diugs are known b\ the same name 
in this pre-idency also 

19 Gan 3 a and chains aio useo for smoking 
Powdered gan 3 a is mixed in sweetmeat to make 
at little intoxicating It is also mixed in bhaqias, 
which are liied and then eaten as luxuries Ma 3 um 
also contams ganin oi blnug 

23, As far as I know, bhang is not generally 
usedfoi smoking 

28 (a) It IS said that the aveiage allowances 
of gan 3 a is half an ounce m weight, and half an 
aniia woith 

(i) Ditto 3 ounces in weight, and of SJ annas 
woith 


(a) Bhang is used dailj by habitual modeiate 
consumeis half an ounce iii weight, costing half 
anna, 

(i) Ditto by habitual excessive consumer, one 
ounce in weight, costing 1 anna 

29 Tobacco is ordinaiily mixed with ganja , 
dhatuia, opium and nux vomica are also mixed 
with gan 3 ato make the effect moie jioworful by 
a few excessive gan 3 a smokers, and especially by 
ascetics 1 have not heaid oi seen canthaiides 
and betel-nut so used Tlie following aie the 
ingredients of bhang massila — poppy seed 
almond seeds, anise fiuit, sugar, milk, black 
peppei, cardamoms, seeds of cucumber 

30 It is said tint habitual moderate smokers 

of gan 3 a will leqmie the same quantity, as stated 
lu answer to No 28, cither in solitude oi in com- 
pany Gau 3 a and bhang are also used by female 
sex It IS unusual foi childien to ponsurae any 
OI these drugs ^ 

31 'Jhe habit of consuming these diugs is not 
easily foimed, and it is not veiv difficult to oreak 

it Ott 


32 On Hindu hohda} s, and cspeciHly on Shiva- 
ra ra, bhang is taken by some as abeverage mixed 
with its massala in devotion ' ' 


to the god 


Shiva 


36 No 

37 It IS said that clnras smoking has more 
intoxicating effect tlnn gan 3 a smoking , but the 
effect IS produced instantaneously bj both The 
drinking of bhang produces effect slowly 

8«1 The general cfTeots of the drugs on the 
constitution is the same Tboy are not inqmious 
if used moderately Tlioir excessive use has 
supposed tendency towards producing insanity 

40 Ganja and bhang are used as sedative, 
anodj'ne, and as digestive, and also as local appli- 
cation to piles, etc, Bhang is given to cattle 
to piomote appetite 

41 (a) and (i) Yes 

(c) I have not seen it used as a febnfuge , 
but it is said that it prevents disease in malarious 
and unhealthy tracts 

42 Beneficial 

44, It IS lefresbiDg, and it creates appetite 
liiese drugs produce intoxication when used 
excessively Moderate use allays hunger for a 
time. The effect lasts from two to foui hours 

45. (o) to [e) No 

if) The excessive use of ganja acts as an 
exciting cause of the insanity, and it generally 
produces mama, temporary and peimanent both 


46 The excessive use of these dings is 
nous , it tends to produce insanity, impairs 
stitution and digestion 


mjii- 

con- 


47 and 48 No 


49 and 50 Moderate use of these drugs is practi- 
sed an as aphiodisiao By few prostitutes it is used 
for this purpose The use for this puipose 
is injurious when these diugs aie used latffely and 
continuously foi long time The exce.s^e and 
protracted use of hemp tends to pioduoe im- 
poteney 

66 Dhatura, opium and nnx vomica aie mi.xel 
with ganja to make its effect moie powerful, and 
these things aie used by those people w lio use 
ganja excessively^ 

57 Ganja and bhang .re eaten md diunk 
Iheir excessive uce produces intoxication and 
ueliiium 
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89 Evtdmoe of Hospital Assistant Pueson Singh Chaitet, Sholajmr 


1 I am an Hospital Assistant serving in the 
Civil Medical Branch for neaily twenty-fi\G jears 
I have served in Gu]aiat, Sind, and haiehad good 
association ivitli the Punjabis in whom the use of 
this drug IS geueial 

2 The same names aie given here, and two 
kinds, namelj, hlian^ and ganjo, are sold heic 
One moip foira oE hbang is sold and consumed 
in the foim of sweetineit (contection) called 
nnjuni oi jatiiti The bhang is mixed with 
several of the medicated coufeotioiis called jialc 

19 Yes 

23 No 

28 

Bhang, Ganjo, 
up to tola up to tola 

Habitual modtrato consumer ^ 1 

„ cicc sivo „ 3 C 

Charas is not sold in this distiict The cost 

IS vaned according to the district 

29 Oidinaiily tobacco is mixed with ganja 
and cliaras for smoking Bhang is ordinauly 
mixed with spices, milk, sngav, and watti Ex- 
ceptionally dh. ituia IS added 

I know one foi m of massala in the preparation 
of bli mg called panch ratiii, consisting of aconite, 
arsenic, dliatiira, opium and bhnng, sweetened 
with sugar, etc 'the object of this admixture 
IS to heighten the excitement 

30 Ganja and cliaras aio smoked to a great 
extent in solitude, and model ately in company. 
Bhang is much diuuk in companj, and moderate- 
Ij m solitude Ganja is chiefly used by males, 
but I ha\ e seen a few females smoke cliaras, as is 
smoked by males oiilj Bhnng is drunk by males, 
temales, and childien Tlio custom is much pie- 
valent iii Sind and Punjib In Sind I have 
seen it administered to infants also 

81 The habit IS easily formed and goes aery 
haid to bieak off A raodeiate use of all these 
three pieparations lias a tendency to develop into 
excess 

82 Theie is not any distinct ceremony order- 
ing these preparations to use as essential , but on 
the Main Shivaratri day of Shankar it is i custom 
with a limited sect of the community to dunk 
bhang, which is also called ghota Some of the 
disciples of sadlius smoke ganja and drink bhang, 
as a Peishad of Shankar, and get into the habit 
of the preparations which is injuiions 

86, I do not know foi the present whether 
alcohol IS consumed instead of ganja, etc. 

37. 1 think the effects of ganja [and cliaras 
smoking aie the same, charas being stionger 
Bhang drinking is milder than either of them 

39 Tbe smoking of ganja and chaias is inoie 
iDjnrions than drinking bhang It causes conti- 
nuous nntation in tbe respiratory passages, 
resulting into chronic bionclutis and asthma, It 
acts also on the nervons system as an excitant, but 
this action may prove a little henefieial to the 
system , but aitei some time by eontmnous ex- 
citement, the neiwous system is exhausted, the 
mind gets delusive and terminates into insanity 
This occurs early in those who cannot aSoid to 
supply their system with the pioper nounshmcnl 

vol an 


40 Yes, more in Sind and Punjab by baLiras 
and vaidj as Tbe bhang is used in cattle diseases 

41 (a) I have observed cases of children in 
whom the use of fried bhang has assisted diges- 
tion 

(i) The smoking of ganj i and chiias give a 
temporal^ tone to the nen oas system, to allaj 
fitigueand oaei-exeition, hut they lose moie 
in Its after-effects, so the loss is moie than gain 

(c) No febrifuge and anti malarious propeity 
is noticed hj me 

42 Except bhang in medicinal doses m cases of 
children as digestive, all other preparations not 
onlj' do not act beuefioially but piove injurious, 
because it indulged in for a long time, it depiess- 
es appetite and strength, weakens nervous sys- 
tem, followed by general debility 

44 Tlie immediate effect on the moderate habi- 
tual consumei is primaiily refieshing and pleasing 
by tempoiary Btiraulation of tbe nervons system 
Its secondary effect is intoxication, followed by 
languid uneasiness and depiession, when the time 
comes for anothei dose to get refreshed AH 
these eflects are more seveiely pioduced in tbe 
ease of habitual excessive consumer The ding 
has no effect in allaying hunger 

45 {a) Produces weakness and loss of flesh, 
intellect dull, and volition impaiied and morally 
weak 

(b) It does 

(c) Yes, aftoi some time 

(d) It cuises chrome bionchitis and asthma, 
but cures dysentery 

(e) Yes 

(/) It deadens the intellect and may produce 
insanity Tbe causes m my cases were exciting 
It produced insanity of a tempoiary type The 
symptoms werereinduced aftei libeiation tiom les- 
traint The insanity by great talkativeness and 
running amuck 1 have no inst ince in which an 
insane without ganja history has confessed to 
tbe use of tbe drug 

(jj) I am of opinion that the msanitj pro- 
duced in ray cases had no previous connection 
with mental anxiety or brain disease I am not 
awaie of any instance of insanity which has a 
tendency towards indulging in hemp drugs 

Case — Mr V, a weaving master in one of the 
mnhassal cotton mills, pay Es 150, gob into the 
h ihit of smoking ganja in had company After 
a few daj s he began to get hallucinations and be- 
came unht for work, terminating in insanity 
The chief symptoms were t ilkativeness, sleepless- 
ness, and gie it craving for ganja He was under 
gieat restiaint foi two montlis, and treated come 
monly with hiomides, etc , and not cuied He 
was qmte right for 12 months, after which time 
he agum took to smoking ganja and again became 
insane The same tieatment was adopted, and 
got cuied and sent to dutj. This was the third 
time he got insane by the same cause After 
recovery be did not attribute h's ganja smoking 
to any anxiety of mind, and his employeis have a 
veiy good opinion about his haidwoiking 

There IS no tiace of biain disease 

46 Same as discussed in column 45, but more 
severely 
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47 The habit is not hereditary The children 
of these consumers me nervous, weak in stamina, 
and prone to convulsions and hydrocephalus, 

48 The Inbit IS not hereditary The children 
of the excessive consnmeis me more neivous, more 
weak in stamim, and more prone to convulsions 
and hydrocepbaluB 

49 It is used as an nphi odisiae , but I have no 
infoimation to ansnei on other points 

50 As stated in column 49 

56 Both in moderation and exce'S the admiv- 
tuie of othei substances is made use foi heighten- 
ing the effects 

57 I have no instances of gan 3 n and charas 
ever being eaten or drunl 

In conclusion I think if the Govoinment pro- 
hibit the cnltnation and sale of hemp and its pre 
paiations, the people who baie caught the habit 
of these diugs maj begin to use alcoho', which 
will be a bad substitute The hemp ding and its 
pieparations are m no waj beneficial, biitin)uiiou8 
to the sjstem, even in moderation, which is 
almost impossible to keep 1 fear ilcohol is sure 
to come in substitution, and prefer to keep the 
mattei as it is Victims of these piepar ttions 
want something to quench then thirst, and the} 
must use an} thing that they may come across 
They cannot control then minds, as the will power 
IS aheady lost in these cases 

0) al evidence 

Question 1 — I studied in the Giant Medical 
College and took the Yeinaoulai Class Hospital 
Assistant Diploma iii 1873 It is a tliiee-)eais’ 
couise I attended lectuies by the Native Piofes* 
sors the lectures were given m the vernacular 
I enlisted as Medical pupil in 1868 

Question 45 — I have had moie than one case of 
insaimy, due, is I believe, to hemp drugs , but I 
cannot give propeil} information about them as 
they occurred long ago in my practice 1 have 
therefore chosen the case ot Mr V, a native 
gentleman whom I know It was three } ears ago 
I fiist knew him He was then 37 oi 38 }ears 
old He is mamed and has children I had not 
known him before He was biought to me from 
Jalgaon by a fiiendfoi tieatmeut as an out-patient 
at Sholapur His eyes weie red He was veiy 
talkative, with tendency to v loleuce, sleeplessness 
He was able to answer questions, but was incobe- 
rent at times His friends told me lie bad the 
habit of smoking ganja, and that when he smoked 
too much he got in this state. They said he had 
smolvcd for one } eai I told bis friend not to give 
him giinja and to have him watched by two 
private watchmen He got no gnnja foi two 
months and was then quite cm ed He then iq- 
tuined to Jnlgaon When he was cured, he told 
me that he had taken to smoking gaiija with bad 


company of men solving under him in the mill 
He confessed to no other bad habit 

A } ear afterwords be was brought hack m the 
same condition He wms ill then for about a 
month and-a-balf, slaying with the same fiiend at 
Sholapur I saw him constantly He was cnied 
He told me he had had a cough, and was adv ised 
to take ganja for it He h id done so, and so got 
into the habit again 

The fiist time I had him under obseivation lie- 
told me that be had smoked ganja for one }ear 
ind had become insane, and had hetn treated b} 
the Civil Surgeon Tint was about a }ear before 
I saw him foi the first time He was thus insane 
tiiree times once treated b} the Civ il Surgeon 
and twice afterwards b} me hly knowledge of the 
man is confiiitd to the two occasions on which I 
was tieating him I do not know his family I 
asked the iiicnds and the patient whether there 
was any tendency to insanit} in his father or 
mother, or any history of s}pliilis, and the answer 
was negative That was all I asked them I 
think I asked about other Inbib, such as drinking 
That IS nil And, of cour c, I knew nothing about 
him except what I was told 1 did not ask an} 
question about “ ansiet} '' 1 have mentioned 
that, because it comes m the question of the Com- 
mission The man said nothing abont ansiel} , 
but be was not asked Ho n as asl ed w lietliei he 
had any quairels I did not ask about qnanels 
my question was “Have there been any familv 
tioubles?” 1 b.avc no notes of the case apart 
from the ordinar} dispensary notes of oiit-dooi 
cases Tins would show “ s} mptoins and “ pre- 
sciipfions^' in the quaitcr sheet It is kept in. 
hospital The entries aie of the briefest cliaiactei 

Mr V was an out-palient Those who brought 
him said to mo he had been treated for the same 
cause by the Civil Surgeon So I had no doubt 
about the cau'c There are no t} pical s} mptoms 
Diagnosis cannot be made without liistorv 

Question 40 — Tlio hakims and v aid} as use the 
drugs as a stimulant in tonic confections They 
sometimes also prescribe ganja foi eough 

Question 47 — This condition of the child) cn is 
duo to nervous weakness of the parents 1 1 now 
a few cases I have never bad the parents under 
observation, but have had historv of their using 
ganja I have had children with siinilai symp- 
toms whose parents did not use ganja Iliave 
associated these s} mptoms with the use of hemp 
by the paients since 1 went to Sind seven or eight 
yeais ago In Sind neaily ev'er} one uses bhang 
The Sinl climate is very severe — great extremes 
I found many eases iii Siiid of such weakness in 
cliildreu I have found cases here — a few — but 
none traceable to hemp Mr V ■’s children arc 
all nglit 

In conclusion hemp drugs m my opinion cause 
less haim than alcohol It causes insanity more 
than they do and moie hereditaiy weakness 


90 Evidence of Bao Bahadur Vishkam Bamji Ghollay, Eehred Eomiaiy 
Assistant Surgeon, and Medical Ft actitiQuer, Foona City. 


Gaii 3 a, charas, bhang, and the other prepaia- 
tions of gan 3 a aie used for the purposes of pro- 
curing intoxication and as medicines 
The Vicious persons from all classes of people, 
especially the mendicants, baiiagis, gosavis, puida- 
sis, watchmen, etc , use the ding 

Chains is raiely used in this part of India, 


because it is not prepared in this part of the coun- 
ty 

Ganja (diied floweiiiig tops) and charas (a le^i- 
nous exudation fiom the plant) are smoked , bhang 
(dried leaves) is drunk iii the shape of sub 3 i 
Yakiiti, sbrikhand and gulkand, which are pie- 
pared from bhang, are eaten 
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I don’t tbinlv anj partieuki class lias any pie- 
feiential hiving as <o any paitienlai mode of nsing 
it Some smoke it^ some use it as a beveraaCj and 
others eat it in the shape of sweetmeat, such as 
majura, yakuti, etc , e‘c , ]ust to suit then indi- 
t idual taste and coni enience 

Bhang is not smoked 

The use of these iiaicoties does not seem to he 
on the increase iii this distuct 

Viciohs Iiahits of life, had associations, imifa- 
tions, urban life, indolence, want of other accus- 
tomed stimuli, etc , lead to the use of the diug 

Minimum cost is a pice or two pei diem foi the 
habitual moderate consumer, and horn 2 to 6 
annas is the maximum cost for an habitual exces- 
sive consumer 

I don’t believe diiatuia is ever mixed with it to 
enhance its efiects 

The male sex geneiallj use the drug A few 
females also use it It is not given to childien, 
especially in this part of the eouutiy 

The habit is easily formed and when once 
formed, it is very difficult to leave it off 

I don’t think it feasible to piohibit the use of 
the drug Moral instiuetions ma^' have a prohi- 
bitive eSeet 

Ganja smoker is geneially quiet, while adiunk- 
aid IS veiy boisterous, mischievous and smells of 
the liquor 

Both aie in 3 uuous to the health in like degiee. 

I believe both the smoking and eating of the 
drug are injuuous 

The ding IS used medicinally both by native 
and Euiopean piactitioneio. It is used also in 
cattle diseases 

The moderate use of the diug when used medi- 


cinally does have a beneficial ofiect, hut as a habit 
it 13 not beneficial 

(a) Gaiija increases appetite, and aids dige - 
tion to a certain extent when used medicinally 

(i) It does have some sta 3 iDg-power under severe 
exeiiaoii It may bav e proliibitiv e effect against 
exposure 

(c) I don’t think it is a prophylactic against 
malaria 

(rl) It IS only good as a medicine 

I consider even its modeiate nse is baimful, as 
it affects the hi am and by degiees leads to its ex 
eesEive use 

The moderate consumers are generally inoffen- 
sive to then neighbours 

The immediate effect of its moderate use is 
intoxicating, exhilaiaUng and refieshing It ex- 
cites hunger Its after-effects are laziness, erratic 
habits, mental abenation and cough 

It does pioduee dr}' cough eventuating in 
bronchitis, asthma, but it does not seem to produce 
dysenteiv so far as ray experience goes Its long 
continued use diminishes the quantity of blood in 
the sj stem, that it pi oduces anoimia It does im- 
pair moial sense, induce laziness, and leads to 
habits of debaucbei^' It does produce insanity of a 
peimanent character to an appreciable extent 

I have no data to say that the habit is inherited 

It IS used as an aphrodisiac It does not seem 
to produce impotencv, but a long continued and 
excessive nse is likely to bring on impotence 
Some prostitutes use it 

Bad liveisdouse the drug, but its modeiate 
use is not likely to lead to ciime 

To my knowledge the use of the drug has no t 
produced, m any case, homicidal fienzy 


91 Mzdence of Gai^esb. Krishna G abtoe, Bi aiming Medical Btachhonei, 

Foona C%ty 


1 A medical piactice extended over a penod 
of fifteen y ears and a special study of the subject 
fiom botanical, phaimaceutical, physiological and 
sanitary points of view have afforded me many 
oppoituDities of obtaining the necessary informa- 
tion 

2 Yes, the same names are applied to these 
products in this province. 

3 In many distiicts of this presidency the 
hemp plant is occasionally found giowmg spon- 
taneously, but not abundantly' 

4 The female plant (called eironeonsly var or 
male by people) is known as gan-|a, and the male 
plant (veiy rarely found wild and never cultivated 
m this province, and euoneously termed madi or 
female) is called bbange-clie jhad These names 
always lefei to the same plant 

5 Wild hemp is known to grow in all tem- 
perate and tiopical legions with amoderate rainfall 
and from the level of the sea up to an elevation of 
10,000 feet 

6 Scattered in this pi ounce 

7 It IS ciiltivakd chiefly in Khandesh, Ahmed- 
nagai and Sholapiir distucts of this presidency, 
and to a very small extent in Poona, Satara, 


Surat, Broach and Nosik districts for the produc- 
tion of ganja only 

8 Recently there has been a considerable de- 
crease in the aiea under hemp cultivation on 
account of great restrictions placed on the cultiva- 
tion, prepaiatioD, and sale of the drug by Govern- 
ment 

9 The soil selected for the purpose is a light 
sandy loam or iich black soil free from the shade 
of large trees It is ploughed eight oi ten times m 
April, and after thus freeing itfiom all weeds it is 
manured with cowduug After setting in of the 
lains the ploughing is again repeated and the soil 
thrown into ridges a foot high, the fuirows being 
a foot in breadth The seedlings, which are reared 
for the purpose in a nursery, aie tiansplanted on 
the ridges prepared for their reception six or eight 
inches apart from each other The prepaiation of 
the nuiseiy generally commences at the end of 
May after the first shower of lain, and by 
the end of September the seedlings are six or 
twelve inches high and are then ready for trans- 
plantation About four 'or five seers of seed are 
necessary for every higha of land to he cultivated 
u ith hemp The plants are trimmed m Novemhei 
This opeiation consists in lopping off the lowei 


Was deputed as a delegate by the Poona Sirrajanik Sabha 
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But Mr Hem Chandra Ken believes the state- 
ment to be incoirect 

34 In Noithein India bhang is eaten in the 
foim of a powdei or confeetion by people addicted 
to sensual pleasures and taken as a beverage bj all 
classes of people especially by the Sikhs in the 
Punjab and by a veiy large pioportion of the 
population in the Noith- Western Provinces Its 
use IS said to be on a decrease in Bengal It is 
also nsed both in eating and drinking in Cential 
Piovinces to a consideiable extent In Southern 
India it IS veiy laiely used, the ‘'ohm” being 
ganerallj' substituted foi it The proportion how- 
ever of bhang-diinkeis (whether they use chur or 
bhang) to the enbre population in Southein 
India IS extremely insignificant, and the number, 
small as it is, is almost confined to a few large 
cities in this presidency only Heie, as well as in 
Northern India, bhang diinliing is not looked upon 
so disreputable as gaiija or charas smoking and so 
It finds favoui with higliei classes 

3') It would appear from Government lepoits 
' that the aiea of hemp cultivation for the produc- 
tion of ganja is everywhere on a decrease during 
the last decade is compared with the previous 
jeaiB In Bengal the successive increases of duty 
since 1864 have lesulted in leducing the consump- 
tion of ganja by 27 per cent , notwithstanding the 
increase of population since that year The same 
may be said to be the case here Besides Gov- 
ernment lestnction by incieased duty, another 
leason why ganja smoking shows a tendency to 
decrease is to be found in the fact that liquor is 
taking its place Alcohol seems to attract people 
with intoxicating tendencies moie than ganja A 
leferonce to the reports of the Abkari Department 
conclusively pioves this bj’- showing that there is 
' every yeai an enormous increase in the revenue 
leahsed from toddy and countiyliq^uois 

37 Ganja and charas smokers are found 
generally among the lower classes, and bhang 
drinkers among all classes The habits of life or 
ciicumstances which mainlv lead to the practice 
may be summed up in the following few words — 
love of intoxication, fashion of imitation, want of 
education, a weaned brain and body in the artisans 
and working classes, want of food and clothing 
and a desiie for austenties among the nomadic 
bairagis, gosavis and fakiis, the enervating and 
depressing efiect of the parching sun in Northern 
India, and a desire for aphrodisiacs ampng people 
addicted to sensual pleasures all these, either 
sepaiately or combined, lead people to resort to 
these narcotics 

38. The allowance and cost of ganja pei diem 
aie — 

(a) Half a tola and hal f an anna 
(i) Four tolas and four ana is 
For chains — 

(«) half a drachm 
{li) Two drachms 
For bhang— 

(tc) Half a tola and i of an anna 
(d) Five tolas and | of an anna 
99 Charas is smokeJ, mixed with piepaied 
tobacco (a mixtuie of tobacco and molasses) Ganja 
IS smoked with tobacco The object in both cases 
seems to be to dilute the charas or gaiija with a non- 
narcoUc stuff Dhatura is said sometimes (excep- 
tionallj) to be mixed withmajum, so also nnx 
vomica, with the object of more ising the narcotic 
and aphrodisiac piopeity of the hemp Bhang is 


mixed ordinal ilj with black pepper, anise seeds, and 
a little sugar in prepaung a common beverage, the 
object being to corieet the nauseating tendenej of 
the drug, and ooeasionall/ with dri rose petals, 
cardamom se<>ds, almond paste and milk , the object 
being to make it more pleasant and agreeable 
The spices generally mixed with the bhang in the 
coafectioneiy called majnm, yakuti, etc , aie carda- 
moms, nutmegs, doves, saffron, etc I know of no 
such pieparation as “ a bhang massala” being sold 
foi the pmpose of being mixed with any of these 
drugs 

39 To a grealei extent in company th in in 
so itude "Yes, mainly confined to the male sex 
and adult life It is not usual foi children to con- 
sume any of these drugs But bhang is oooasioually 
given to children in Noithein India 

31 Yes, the habit IB easily formed but diflucult 
to break off les, theie is such a tendency 

32 It is customary in some paits of India to 
drink bhang on the holiday called Sliivaiatra, as 
the ding is thought to be favourite with the god 
Shiva or Mahadeva This use of the ding, how- 
ever, is not looked npon as essential, the custom 
being not deeply looted nor having any religions 
aspect in it In Beug il, on the last day of the 
Durga Puja, it is customarv to drink bhang The 
use of this drug on either of these occasions is 
not generally excessive, nor is it likely to lead to 
the formation of the habit, nor otherwise in- 
jurious 

33 Smoking of ganja oi charas is generally 
regarded by higher and middle clisses as disreput- 
able, this sentiment being attributable to the dele- 
tenons effects of tie ding on mind and body 
In public opinion the piactioe is regarded as a vice 
except m ascetics, mendicants, fakirs, baiiagis, 
and gosavis, who are supposed to have lecourse 
to it ID order to aid them in their religious austeri- 
ties Drinking bhang has become so general 
even among the higher and middle classes m the 
Punjan and Noitli-Westein Piovinces, and to some 
extent in Bengal and Central Ihovinces, that no 
such feelings of disiepute are entertained against 
that habit 

34 Yes, it would be a serious piivation to 
the habitual consumers among fakirs, gosavis 
and the labouring classes to foiego the consump- 
tion of the drug they use Because they will 
thereby lose thnir means of destroj mg the sensa- 
tion of fatigue and protecting them fiom the effects 
of exposuie and heat 

35 It may be feasible to prohibit to a great 
extent the use of ganja and charas by stopping 
the cultivation or impoitation, but it would not 
be feasible to prohibit the use of bhang, which is 
not generally obtained from the cultivated but 
from the wild plaint The drug, especially bhang 
and ganja, maj be consumed illicitly, as it is 
possible tor anybody to grow a plant in some 
corner of his compound free from detection It 
would be rather difficult to enforce the prohibi- 
tion The prohibition will certamlj’ occasion 
discontent among the consumers, but it would not 
be so serious as to amount to a political dangei 
The prohibition is suie to be followed by recourse 
to alcoholic stimulants or perhaps in a few cases 
to opium Just ,now, even without any such 
prohibition, there ai e, as I have incidentallj remark- 
ed above, signs of people showing a preference 
to alcoholic stimulants To prohibit the use of 
these drugs would therefore be aiding this tenden- 
cy If we throw a glance at the history of the 
introduction of opium into India and China, the 
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simc conclusion uill be forced upon oui mind 
We know fiom the histoiy ol cnltuicd plants 
that the poppy plant is not a natiio of 
India and that its intoxieint 3 UICC was not 
1 nown heiG 01 in China betoro the 10th ccntiuy 
AO It further tells ns that the Aiabians first 
brought it from Gieeco, its native plate, and cul- 
tuated it in Turkey in Asia, and that from ihonce 
the followers of Islam introduced it into the east- 
ern eonntrics It spicad along -with their iclitrioii 
and soon Lecnme icclimatisod m India The 
Muhammadans cherished it exceedingly, bccanso 
in it they found a good subbtituto for alcohol, the 
use of which was foibidden to them by their reli- 
gion It found favour with the Chincso for a 
similar loasmi, foi their new icligion Eudhism 
more than even Muhatnmadauism condemned the 
use of nlcohol It was under these ciicumstanccs 
that the Chinese came to bo po'se'sed of that un- 
surpassed love for opium for which they are well 
known We thus see that the prohibition of 
alcohol by leligion among the Cliiiicsc ind the 
followers of Islam was followed by lecourse to 
opium in these two nations Lcgislatiou, like the 
commands of leligion, may piohilnl the iitc of a 
partieiikir intoMcant but it cannot distioy the 
passion foi intOMcniits, and consequently the pro- 
hibition of one kind of intoxicant always leads 
men to icsort to another 

3G Yes, the reply to this question has been 
anticipated in the foregoing remarks This 
change in the appetite of intoxicition la paitly at 
least the result of the fashion of imitation 

37 The intoxicatioa of chai as is moio instan- 
taneous hut less lasting than that produced bi 
ganya Its use is said to bo le«s iiijuiious than 
that of ganya It is said also that its want never 
causes any longing or uneasiness 

3S If there be any diffeienco at all, it must be 
one of degree and not in kind Hound ganja is 
said to contain moic rtsm than flio flat variety 
{if I may use the term), while the “cbiir” de- 
rived from it duiing the piece's of manufacture 
and packing is 'aid to bo, when recent, moie 
poweiful than the other two forms It however 
soon gets deteiioratcd by keeping and licuce is 
generally leyected by' good smokci' 

39 laking the same picpaiation and the same 
do'O, smoking may bo s iid to be less inyurious 
than eating or dunking, for tbo simjile reason 
that a poition of the active yirinciple is burnt up 
and decomposed before it reaches the blood But 
if the effects of smoking one preparation in a 
particular do'e be compaicd with the effects of 
dunking 01 eating any other pioparation in » 
different dose, the result will vary according to 
the prepaiatioli and the dose By way of illus- 
trating the first statement, I might say that the 
effect s of smoking a diachm of ganja are less 
iiiyurious than the effect of eating 01 dunking the 
same quantity of it, and so also with eharas and 
bhang To lendei the second statement moie defi- 
nite and complete, I niicTht say that the dose being 
the same, the effects of smoking ganya and eharas 
aie woise than the effects of eating 01 dunking 
bhang, and that quite the reverse will be the case 
it we compare the cflectsot smoking a small dose, 
say about 10 grains, of ganja oi cliaias with the 
efiects of dunking or eating a laigo quantity, say 
an ounce of bhang 

40 Bhang is prescribed medicinally by many 
native doctors, and both bhang and ganja iie 
used in the treatment of cattle disease Ganja is 
also p’esciibed by native doctois but not for 


inteinal iiso, but only as a fumigation to piles and 
inbdation in astlima In connection with the 
use of liemp diaigs by native doctors it would not 
bo out of place if 1 say a few woids regarding 
the bistoiy' of the naicotic and when it came to 
bo introduced into native medicine I think it 
the moie important to do so, bcoausc there seems 
to prevail a mistaken notionab out tins subject 
I find it mentioned by Mi Ilem Cbundei iverr, 
loi instance, in bis repoit on ganja in 1877, that 
the narcotic pinporty of the licmp plant was 
known in Indii as early tis 3,000 vears ago He 
cites some authorities fiom the Atli irva Veila to 
fortify Ins stiUment Ltd bv his statement, 
peih ips, the Govcriimont of India in their Icttei 
to the Seoietary of State for Iiidi i dated the 9th 
August 1892 observe “lu India, on tlic nthci 
baud, the practice of giinjn-sraoking has existed 
from lime immemorial, etc ■” A similar account is 
given by Dr Watt in bis " Dietionau of the Lco- 
nomic Products ot India”, under article Caniialtt 
tafwn I hue studied the question from a his- 
toncal point of view', and after a careful research 
made in that direction by referring to t!ie ancient 
medical Iitcratiiro of India and to such Vcdic and 
post Vcdic I'as'agcs is seem to refer to the plant, 
1 have arrived at the conclusion that file narcotic 
properties and picpirations of hrmp, as they arc 
understood to day, were not known in India until 
a very recent uatc, that wliitover interpret ition 
be put on the words blianga 01 bbangfi iiiciitioned 
in the earlier works from the Atlmrva t'eda down 
to the institutes of !Miinn, or the Ayurveda of 
Susbrut, one thing is ccitain, that even if the 
word did iially ictcr to the tiue hemp plmt, the 
latter w as only cultivated for its fibre , eharas and 
ganya were not known at all, and the hemp plant 
that was cultivated did not yield bhang, the nar- 
cotic principle developed in its leaves and capsules 
being too scanty' to be noticed by the people ns it 
IS in the hemp plant of Europe to-day The facts 
upon which 1 have based this conclusion are as 
follows — 

(1) The most inciont medic-al works in San- 
skrit, Cbarak, Svishrutand Vagbhat, do not make 
any allusion (0 it cither as a medicine or as a 
poi'on This IS llio more remarkable when we see, 
tint even its cognate poison dliatura, is mentioned 
by Sasbnit m the tieatinent of hydrophobia and 
by Vagbhat among narcotic poisons Mi Hem 
Chandra Keir says that in Susbrut “ the plant is 
described as a medicine for tlie aocumnlation of 
phlegm in the larynx and for some other diseases ” 
But this IB iiicoirect, for uo siioh word occurs lu 
Susbrut as a medicrao foi accumulation of phlegm 
in the laiynx The only place whore the woid 
bhangn is mentioned is in the treatment of opb- 
thalinn, and there from Hie context it is doubtful 
if the leading is correct Eoi most probably the 
collect itading hero is bhringa and not bhang, 
tlio formei being a small annual weed of the coia- 
jiosita: [Ecltpla prostrata of Graham) veiy fre- 
quently oecuriingin prescriptions for eye diseases 
Such mispiintsas 'bh mg'* for ‘biiiig' are of vciy 
frequent occtiirenco in Calcutta editions of 
Sanskrit books If Susliiut had known the 
Indian hemp of to-day, be would surely have 
piesciibed it in such compl nnts as chrome diar- 
ihcea, dv spejisia, tetanus, etc , in which it is found 
prcsciibed oy later vvoiks on medicine, rather 
than m ophthalmia Similarly, if it was known 
in those day s, it would have been noticed by him 
as well ashy Charak, w'ho piccededhim, 01 , at any 
rate, by Vagohat, who followed hiiii, along with 
the other n ircotios This omission o£ Indi in 
hemp by there thice ancient authois lu their 
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celebrated works on medicine is itself a great 
proof of the fact that it was not known in India 
in then time 

(2) Although the woid bhanga occurs in 
Atharava Veda, Kaushitaki Brahman, Sutras of 
Panini and the Institutes of Manu, there is not 
the least evidence to show that it meant the 
narcotic Cannabis tndica. There is not the slightest 
refeience, direct or implied, to the narcotic pro- 
perties of the plant in any of the passages of these 
works in which the word is found In Atbaiva 
Veda it IS simply mentioned along with Soma, 
Darbha and Yava Panini refers to it as cul- 
tivated in fields (evidently for its fibre and seed) 
Manu and Kaushitaki Brabmaua lefei to it as a 
source of fibre Later Sanskrit commentators and 
lexicographers interpret bhang as shana or 
Bengal sunn plant, Grotalaria jttncea which has 
been known in India from times immemoiinl as a 
plant } lelding fibie and cultivated foi that purpose, 
and is, heyoiid doubt, a native of India Now, 
whether those lexicographeis are right in identify- 
ing bhang with Grotalaria juncca, or not, one 
thing is certain, that the plant refeired to as bhang 
in ancient literatuie was a fibie-yielding plant 
[Cannabis sativa or Grotalaria jnncea), and not 
the mrcotio plant, the Cannabis indtca of to-day , 
that, in other words, even if Cannabis sativa was 
cultivated in the times of the Atharva Veda or 
Panini, it was simpl}' for the fibie or the seed, 
which, as will be shown elsewhere, was then used 
as food among the poorer classes, and that the 
narcotic element of the plant was in those days, 
and in those regions inhabited by the then San- 
sknt-speaking Aryans, was as little developed as 
it is to this day in the European variety of hemp 

(S) This conclusion is further suppoited by the 
fact that there are no Sanskrit names for ganja 
or chaias, and that all the words used by recent 
Sanskrit medical authors, such as Vijaya, Madim, 
etc , to designate bhang and gan3a, are newly 
coined, as they are not mentioned in any of the 
Sanskrit lexicons from Amarkosha down to 
Medini They me not even mentioned by any of 
the medical Nigbantus (lexicons) of an earlier 
date than that of Madanapal, who lived in the 
fourteenth century AC It is only in later medical 
works dating at most from the fourteenth century 
downwards, that the word gan3a is applied to 
hemp naicotics (the leaves or bhang and the 
flowering tops being not distinguished) In 
classical Sanskrit the woid means a liquor house 

(4) The history of the hemp plant also points 
to the same conclusion, De Candolle saj s “ The 
species has been found wild to the south of the 
Caspi m Sea, in Siberia, in the desert of the 
Kirghiz, be} ond Lake Baikal and in Daliuna ’’ 
He thinks that its area may have extended into 
China, but is not suie about the plant being 
indigenous to Peisia Bossiei mentions it as quite 
wild in Peisia, and it appears to be almost wild 
in the Western Himalayas and Kashmir Observ- 
ations of these naturalists together with the 
description of hemp given by Herodotus, who tells 
ns that the ancient Scythians were acquainted 
with the naicotic properties of the hemp plant 
as well as with its fibre, and that they excited 
themselves by inhaling its vapoui, would seem 
to fix the ancestral home of the plant somewhere 
in Central Asia From thence the plant seems to 
have been mtioduced for its fibre and seed into 
the country occupied by the ancient Aryans to 
the north-west of the Pun3ah, where it became 
acclimatised at a comparatively remote date 
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I say it was first introduced for its fibre and seeds, 
because the grammarian Panmi includes it under 
Dhanya, edible grams cultivated m fields (Pan 
V 2,4) The word used to designate it is bhanga 
In his time the plant was similar to the Euro- 
pean vaiiety on account of the mode of cultiva- 
tion and the natuie of soil and climate It would 
not be very difficult to understand how it could be 
80, when we consider that even to this day the 
Indian plant vanes accoiding to climateandsoil in 
as maiked a degree as it differs from the European 
While on the Himalayas it yields a good fibre used 
by the hillmen foi a ooaise garment and for coid- 
age , in Kashmir and Ladakh it secietes eharas 
Cultivated on the plains, the same plant yields 
gaD3a, and growing wild on the lower slopes of the 
Himalayas and other parts of Northern India it 
affords bhang The gan3a pioduced in different 
parts of India also differs consideiably m its 
narcotic property, the proportion of the resin in it 
langing fiom 1 5 to 14 per cent This vaiying 
chaiacter of the plant renders the supposition 
more than probable that the bhanga of ancient 
liteiatme represented the European vanety of 
Cannabis sativa, and thus accounts for its not 
being mentioned by ancient Sanskrit medical 
wnteis as a narcotic and foi its being reckoned by 
Panini among edible grains 

(5) Oui conclusion is further couoborated by 
the fact that Huen Tsiang, the Chinese traveller 
of the seventh century, m his desonption of the 
manners, customs, habits, food and dnnk, etc, 
of the people of India in those days, does not 
make the slightest allusion to the use of hemp 
naicotics among any portion of the population, 
although he refers to alcoholic drinks and some 
other he/etages then m common use We thus 
see that the statements made by various authors 
with regaid to the antiquity of the use of hemp 
narcotics in India are ineoirect The date of 
intioduction of these narcotics in India cannot, in 
my opinion, go back beyond the thirteenth centmy 
A C Even to this day these narcotics have not 
made their way to any great extent in Southern 
India, where oharas is haidly known by name, 
bhang scarcely ever drunk, and gan3a only smoked 
by a very insigmficant portion of the population 

41 Yes, it IS very likely to be beneficial in 
the several ways indicated, although the teim 
food may be ob3ectionable to any form of the 
drug 

(a) Bfaang is used as a digestive and cooling 
beverage by the people of Northern India in 
the bob season, and, in the form of powdei as 
a digestive and stimulant m the cold season 
In the hot season it eounteiacts the depressive 
and enervating effects of the parching heat of 
Nortb-Westein and Cential Provinces and Ben- 
gal, and in the cold season it eounteiacts the 
effects of cold by stimulating the eiiculation and 
increasing neivous activity It is used by baiia- 
gis, gosavis and fakirs ioi purposes mentioned 
under (i) and (c), add also by labourers for those 
mentioned under (b) In all these cases the 
moderate habitual use of the drug is referred 
to 

42 Whether beneficial oi not, the modeiate 
habitual use of any of these drugs must be harm- 
less, because a modeiate dose is not known to pro- 
duce any special deleteiioiis action on any of the 
organs, all the bad effects which are seen among 
smokers of gan3a or dnnkeis of bhang being 

2 0 
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generally traceable to an excessive indulgence in 
their habit 

4S Yes, qnite inoffensive. 

44 The effect o£ moderate use on a habitual 
consumer is refreshing and slightly intoxicating 
Itis said to increase hunger The effect of smok- 
ing charas lasts about an hour or two, that of ganja 
smoking for two or three hours and that of drink- 
ing bhang lasts from six to twelve hours The only 
after-effects are thirst and dulness of spirit The 
want of subsequent gratification does produce a 
little longing and uneasine=s, but not in the case 
of charas 

45 (a) No I have seen many moderate con- 
sumers of bhang and ganja in quite a good health, 
physical, mental, and moral 

(i), (c), {d) and (e) No. 

(y) I do not think that sufficient eonsideiation 
has been given to the fact under question, 

46 The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs does produce all the bad effects indicated in 
the above queries I haie seen several cases of 
asthm i and insanity produced by excess in ganja 
and a few cases of dyspepsia, dysentery and 
insanity by indulgence in bhang Hemp msamty 
does not partake of any particular nature I have 
seen melancholia, dementia, acute mania and some 
forms of monomania produced by ganja smoking 

47 The habit is very likely to le hereditarily 
transmitted to children 

48 Children of habitual immoderate consumers 
would be affected in various ways But as I have 
no instauces to quote, I can't say anything further 
upon this point 

49 Yes, all these are used foi aphrodisiac pur- 
poses, but more especially the conserves of bhang, as 
majum, etc , aie so used Also by prostitutes Thus 
used it is more injunous-thau as an ordinary 
narcotic, simply because it always leads to con- 
jugal excess and thus drains the system and is 
also a cause of impotence brought on by the 
excess 

50 The same remarks apply to the excessive 
use with greater force 

51 A certain number of bad characters are in 
this province habitual consumeis of these drugs, 
but the propoition can’t be said to be large when 
compared with alcoholic stimulants The moder- 
ate use of these drugs cannot be said to have any 
connection with crime of any sort 

52 The same answer applies to the fiist pait of 
the question The excessive habitual use deranges 
the intellectual faculties, but I don’t think that the 
moial faculties are specially affected so as to 
excite to cnme 

63 As for the first part of the question, I don’t 
think so, but with regard to the second part, I 
have read a case in Chever’s Medical Jurisprudence 
for India in which a man was convicted of having 
murdered another by strangling him while in a 
state of intoxication from the effects of bhang 

54 Raiely 

56 Yes, they generally administer majum oi 
some other hemp confectionery foi that purpose. 
Complete stupefaction can be induced by a large 
dose of the drug without admixture 

56 Dhatuia, nux vomica, and opium are some- 
times added to bhang in majnm and other sweet- 
meats in some parts of Northern India The 


virulence of the preparation is greatly increased 
by dhatura and opium , the former is known to 
cause loss of speech lu some cases Nux vomica 
increases the aphrodisiac power of the drug Used 
in excess, these admixtures lead to grave conse- 
quences, in some cases even proving fatal 

57 I don’t know that charas is used internally 
in any part of India The internal use of ganja 
in this province iii the form of majum and other 
hemp sweetmeats and that of broken ganja as a 
snbstitnte for bhang in the pieparation of the 
beverage ealled " ghota,” has been already fully 
dealt with under question 19 The use of the 
broken ganja for prepanng the drink is most 
injiinons, producing insanity, diarrhcea, djsentery 
and wasting of the body It is desirable that 
Government should piohibit its internal use 

58 I think it is working well 

60 The present system does not require any 
modification 

63 and 64 No 

65 I think it IS reasonable 

66 The rates of taxation should be proportion- 
ate to the strength of the drug as ascertained bj 
chemical analysis. 

67 No 

68 There arc such houses in this province I 
think there is a tendency to immoderate consump- 
tion in these houses, and that they aho serve to 
spicad the vice by attracting new customers, and 
for these reasons they are not desirable 

69 The wishes of the people aic not practically 
ascertained before a new shop is opened in any 
locality I think local public opinion ought to be 
thus ascertained 

70 I am not aware of any such facts I don’t 
tluuk that there is any general use of nntaxed 
drugs 

Oral evtdetice 

Question I — I put m a letter No 759, dated 
lltb December 1893, from the Chairman of the 
Sarvajanik Sabba — “ I have the honour to here- 
with send to you the written statement of answere 
to the questions framed by the Indian Hemp 
Drugs Commission by Dr Ganesli Krishna Garde, 
L M & S , Medical Practitioner, Poona, who has 
been appointed by the Managing Committee of 
the Poona Sarv'ajanik Sabha to give evidence 
before the said Commission ” 

I also put in printed answers to the questions of 
the Commission I understand my position to be 
that of a delegate to represent the society They 
have not formally accepted my views in detail 
But they have selected me to represent them as a 
delegate, leaving on me the responsibility for 
details I believe that my views are generally 
acceptable to the society 1 base this belief on the 
fact of my selection as a delegate and also on the 
fact that my paper has been read by several mem- 
bers without any dissent I am Licentiote of 
Medicine and Surgery of Bombay' University I 
took my degree in 1879, and have since practised 
in Poona in a private capacity. 

Question 2 — Bhang properly so called is scarce- 
ly obtainable m the bazar on this side of the 
presidency I have seen it, howevei What is 
usually used as bhang here is bioken ganja or 
chur. 

Question 21 — From infoimation I have re- 
ceived from contractors, I think that both the 
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flat md round l»inds of ganja aie manufactured 
in tins presidency 

Question S3 —I cannot mention tlie names of 
any of the books referred to , but I remember the 
contradiction in Mi Hem Obandia Ken’s report. 
He mentions the fact that some books speak of 
smoking bhang' 

Question 29 — 1 do not regard tobacco as nar- 
cotic The object of using it 18 to make the hemp 
drug milder Hbatura increases the narcotic effect 
of the hemp drug, and nux vomica its aphrodisiac 
properties It is with mijum they are thus used 
for eating, not for smoking 

Question 32 — '1 he use of bhang in a religious 
my IS here confined to the Shivaratri day and to 
veij feu persons in this part of the country This 
IB confined to cities also I think there are some 
towns, such as Dliarwar, Bijapur, etc , where no 
one uses it, who belongs to this part of the coun- 
trj It IS not a custom here I cannot recollect 
any custom so gcncrnl over India as the use of 
bhang at certain festnals which has not been 
prescribed in the Shastras. 1 know that among 
certain ela'^ses of Hindus (called Tantrikaulns 
and Shaklitas) it is absolutely necessary to offer 
wine at pujac, and 111 the absence of wine, bhang 
must be given to the god I have read the Sans- 
knt work “ Bijaikal” which deals with hemp 
drugs 1 think the Sakandra Puran has little 
authontj My statement onlj refers to the cus- 
toms of this province, and it is an accurate state- 
ment of what I believe these to he 

Question So —Speaking gcnerallj, I think that 
the effect of hemp drugs on the population is 
just as injurious ns alcohol Both are equally 
injnnous 1 think the tamo in icgard to opium 
1 have not much cvpenonco of smoking opium , 
and do not tefei to tlii® Ganja is more potent 
in its effects than bhang Perhaps bhang might 
be compared to opium eating , it is loss injurious 
Ganja smoking is periiaps more injurious than 
opium eating and cquallv injurious to opium 
smoking This subject has nttiacted my atten- 
tion in mj prictice and ns a general observer I 
am not a member of any Teniperance Society, or 
otherwise specially interested in such inquiries 
The above views arc not inconsistent with what I 
saj m answer 39, for here I refer to the true 
bhang, which is milder than ganja , whereas in 
answer 89 1 deal with the same preparation and 
the same dose 1 admit, however, that the 


analogy with the view I nave heard that opium 
smoking is worse than eating would seem to 
show that smoking ganja would be moie harmful 
than eating it But I have really but little 
ex(>enence regarding opium smoking, as already '' 
said. 

^ Question 40 — I understand that Cannabis 
saliva and Cannabis indica are the same But 
here I am speaking of the Cannabis sativa as the 
European variety of Cannabis indica , and I 
believe that this non-naieotio variety is what is 
referred to in the ancient books Amarkosh’s 
Sanskrit work eontams no reference to ganja , and 
I do not think there is evidence of the existence 
of this plant in India before the thirteenth cen- 
tury 

Question 46 — I have not kept any notes of 
cases of hemp drug insanitj I have formed a 
general impression from my cases of the connection 
between hemp drugs and insanity , but I am not 
prepared to give any particular case m fall detail 

Qneitton 68 — I know nothing of the effects 
of closing the madak and chandu shops I know 
nothing mj self m regard to ganja shops where 
the drug IS smoked on the piemises There is 
one shop for bhang drinking recently opened in 
Poona This is the only one I know out of Bom- 
bay The shopkeeper is a Poona man These 
shops increase the facility foi consumption, and 
bj drinking in company there is a kind of com- 
petition 1 also think that the sentiment of the 
diBtepatnbihty of the practice of using these drugs 
is shaken by these shops, as the people think 
that Government seems to sanction the consump- 
tion , this would not be equally the result of the 
sanction of shops merely for the sale I think 
that the more licensing of shops produces 
among the educated classes the impression that 
Government sanctions and approves the sale of 
the diug, but not to toe same extent among the 
uneducated classes They ought, howevei, to 
know that licensing shops really means lestnc- 
tion. 

Question 69 — I know of no case in which a 
local representation has been made against a shop 
and has been disregarded I think, howevei, that 
an expression of local opinion should he actually 
invited before a shop is opened It should stand, 
in my private opinion, on the vote of the majority 
If the majority are non-consumeis, thej should be 
able to prevent the opening of a shop 
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1 Medical practice amongst all sections of the 
communitj for the last twenty-seven years, also 
study of the subject fioro both ancient and mod- 
ern authors 

Yes Bhang, charas, and ganja 

19 Ganja is used for smoking I have no ex- 
perience of charas 

23 Not to my knowledge 

28 I cannot tell 

29 Ganja is mixed ordmarily with tobacco. 

Bhang’s infusion eontams black pepper, anise, 
sugar, milk, cucumber and melon seeds ordinanly 
and excepbonally opium, the object being to make 
at more intoxicating and naicotio. 

The bhang massala seems to me to he the same 
as majum, a confection made with hemp leaves to 
vol vii 


bo used as a sweetmeat This is either eaten alone 
or added to the infusion , but its composition varies 
in different parts of India, several intoxicating 
drugs being added to it 

Hr Garcia d’Ortd, the earliest European observer 
of the effects of bhang m India, and who publish- 
ed his work m Goa in 1563, mentions maju as 
eaten hy Sultan Bahadur of Gujrat He also 
mentions green hetel-nut, nutmeg and musk as 
ingredients of the infusion 

30 I have seen the bhang and ganja consumed 
both in solitude and in company only among 
adults of both sexes 1 am not aware of children 
consuming it. 

31 I believe so But it is not difficult to 
break off I do not think that there is a tenden- 
cy for the moderate habit to develop into the ex- 
cessive 
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32 I legrct to eay that I Lave no exporionco o£ 
any bucL customs 

36 I boliovo alcohol js being substituted for 
the hemp drugs The cause o£ the substitution 
may be Ibe facility in obtaining the former. 1 
can give no proof I have known the class of 
Gomwallns, who uere once consumers of bbang, 
giving up the habit and dnnking spirits instead 

37 I have no experience of ebaras 

39 I have said above that I have known tbo 
class of Goran alias dnnking bhang, I have also 
knbu n them to smoke gania, and 1 think smoking 
is less in 3 iiiious than drinking I cannot go 
fuitber than this 

40 I do not know 

41. Yes , 111 all four wajs 

42 Yes, I have known BrabminSj JIanvaris» 
Goian alias and the class of Inlalcores, called also 
bbansis from their habitual use of bhang, who 
use these drugs in moderation and arc useful 
servants, arc not worse than those who drink, 
spirits habituallj in moderation 

41 I believe tlie immediate cficct of tbe 
moderate use of these dings on tho Labitual con- 
sumer to ha lef resiling, exhilarating, allaying 
linnger and creating appetite Their effect lasts 
about a couple of hours There are no had aCler- 


cilccts, nor docs their want produce any uneasi- 
ness I have known individuals who have given 
up the habit w itli great facility. 

45. I do not think so, 

46 Excessive habitual use of tlicso drugs is 
alvvavB in 3 unous I have known persons impair- 
ing both their body and mind by the habitual 
excessive use of tlio drugs. 

47 I do not think so 

18 I bolievo it affects the children of tho cxccS’ 
Bive consumers 

49. Yes , Garcia d'Orta also mentions it, but 
dots not believe in its efficacy It is a false 
notion I have beard of its producing impotence, 
but probably it was not the sole cause 

60. I have htard tliat tho excessive n'e products 
impotence, hut have not ohsoived any typical case 

56 I am soiry I cannot tell 

57 I have mentioned tint a confection of hemp 
ganja called mayiiin is eaten, called by Garcia 
d’Orta {Juano tic inajv, or mayiiin electuary I 
also know of a native beer, called bhoy, n^cd in the 
Dtccan It IS brew ca from yowan gram malted 
to which bhang is added jMv cxpenenco is 
extreraoly limitw in this case Of charasi know 
nothing. 


93. Ehiilcnce of Edami Nashiuvanji, 

1 Observation m medical practice 

19 Ganya and charas are mostly used for 
smoking They are also used as mediciuo by 
vaids and hakims, and administered internally 

23 Not to my knowledge. 

28 A moderate smoker smokes about 3 or 4 
grains of ganya twice a day , an excessive smoker 
about 10 giains About 20 grains of ganya cost 
a quarter of an anna 

A moderate con«umcr takes about 8 grams of 
bhang, an excessive consumei about double the 
weight 

29 Ganya is often smoked mixed with tobacco 
Bhang massala is said to contain bhang, almonds, 
pepper, rose petals, anise seeds, caidamoms, and 
poppy seeds 

80 Only tho male sex uses them It is not 
usual for childern to consume any of these 
drugs 

31 The habit is easily formed in company 
Some people keep on tlio same quantity foi a 
length of time Others giadually increase the 
quantity 

87 The effects of charas and ganya smoking 
are tho same, perhaps a little different m 
degiee The effect of drinking bhang is at first 
a little stimulating. 

40 Bhang and ganya are used ns medicine 


jParsi, jSfcdical Prachliomr, Bombay, 

by native doctors Bhang is given to cattle 
as medicine for diarrhcea 

41 A person taking bhang or ganya takes 
and digests more food Tlio moderate use of 
these drugs is bolioved to strengthen and 
sustain nerve power and to alleviate fatigue 
Bhang is used by some vaids as a febnfuge 
combined with popper 

44 Hic immediate effect of tho moderate nso 
of these drugs is refreshing It creates good 
appetite The effect lasts foi about an hour 
or two Tlic want of subsequent gratification 
alwavs produces uneasiness and a longing 
for them in those who arc habituated to use 
them 

15 The habitual moderate nso of ganya smok- 
ing tends to produce physical and mental debihty 
It does not seem to produce any depravity of 
moril cbanctei Bhang and ganya do not 
inyuro digestion, nor do they causo loss of ap- 
petite They do not cause dy sentery , bronchitis, 
01 asthma, but, on the contrary, do good to these 
diseases They do produce laziness to a certain 
extent and deaden tho intellect I hme not seen 
them piodiice insanity Their habitual use often 
pioduces night blindness 

47 There seems to be no hereditary tendency in 
tho use of these drugs 

49 Bhang is used as an aphrodisiac, and 
forms a constituent of what is called luayum 


94. Boidence o/Dr I 0. Lisboa, 


23 In one of the cases reported on a separate 
paper, ^ bhang was used for smoking and in the 
form of tmeture 

28. Not ascertained 


Braohtioner, Bombay and Boom. 

29 Dhatura in small doses is frequently used 
to cause exhilaration Opium is also administered 
in small quantities. Don’t know anything about 
nux vomica and canthaiides Betel-nut is fre- 
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■quently used, but not mixed with hemp drug It 
causes also the exhilaration 

30. The two cases mentioned occurred in the 
males only 

81 From the limited observations it is not 
difiBcult to bieak the habit off. 

39 The two cases leferied in another place 
tend to show that ganja and bhang have a distinct 
weakening effect upon the mind or a tendency 
towards pioducmg insanity This is the opinion 
of many natives. 


41 (o) Some people say that it excites 
appetite 

(5) and (c) No, so far as my enquiries and 
observations go 

42 It appeals from enquiries that moderate 
use of hemp diug leads in time to immoderate 
use The young men, finding that the moderate 
use causes sexual excitement, increase the dose. 

56 I have already stated why the admixture 
of opium and dhatura is given 


95 Evidence of Bhalcha-Ndba. Ebishna 

tiUonei\ 

1 Duiing the twenty years of my professional 
experience in Bombay and out of Bombay I have 
had oppoilumties of gathering infoimation on 
this subject from books and fiom my contact with 
people of vaiions shades of life, such as those who 
use these intoxicants eithei occasionally oi habi- 
tually 

2 I believe these definitions may be accepted 
foi this province They aie locally known 
thus — (1) Bhang, sahji, siddhi, shambhari and 
path, (3) chains, (3) ganja 

3 It glows spontaneous!} in the Deccan, such 
as Poona, Satara, Abmednagar, Dhawad in Khan- 
desh,such as Nusseerahad in the IConkan, as 
Panwel, and m the Gujarat, such as Suiat, 
Ahmed abad and Baroda 

4 The names given above in answei No 2 

f 7 The hemp plant is cultivated foi the pioduc- 
tion of (a) ganja, and for the pioduction of (6) 
bhang in Abmednagar, Satara, Sholapur and 
Poona, and to a ceitain extent in Surat 

10 So far as I am awaie, there is no special 
class of such cultivatois They belong to the 
agiicultural class 

14 (n) Ganja is largely piepared in the Shola- 
pur, Poona, Sataia and Nusseerahad 

(c) Bhang 18 piepaied in Abmednagar, Shola- 
pui, Poona and Surat 

1 8 All these three dings deteiioiata by keeping 
In the course of one year they lose nearly half 

' then powei, and in the course of about four years 
they deteiiorate completely These drugs contain 
a resm and a volatile oil, which are their active 
narcotic constituents The resm gets inert by 
exposuie, and the volatile oil evaporates I believe 
these are the causes of deterioration 

19 So far as I am aware, these two drugs are 
generally used for smoking , ganja is, howevei, 
used occasionally for medicinal purposes by the 
vaidyas and hakims , charas I believe is less fie- 
quently used in these parts of the country 

20 Ganja and charas aie used foi smoking by 
the mendicant gosains and fakirs in the great 
majoiity of cases I believe, these people smoke 
these drugs very considerably, almost to 75 pei 
cent The lowei classes of society, such as people 
deprayed in habits, both of the Hindus and Mu- 
hammadan community, also smoke these diugs 
to about 10 to 15 per cent 

21 The variety of flat ganja is generally used 

23 I am not aware of bhang being ever used 

for smoking 

24. Neaily all classes of people use bhang ‘for 
(i) drinking purposes, and 1 believe the peicent- 
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age IS ovei 50 for all classes, foi (a) eating, the 
pioportion seems to be compaiatively small I 
think it IS not moie than 2 per cent 

26 (u) Habitual moderate consumers of bhang 
about 50 pel cent , of ganja, 20 per cent 

(i) Of bhang, ) about 20 per cent , of ganja, 5 
per cent 

(c) Of bhang about 65 pei cent , of ganja about 

25 per cent. , 

(d) Of bhang, about 20 to 30 per cent , and of 
ganja 5 per cent 

27 The religious mendicant class of gosains 
and fakiis Fieedom fiom anxiety and domestie 
care, as well as company of gangs of these people 

28 The aveiage allowance of ganja to (a) 
habitual moderate consumer is half a tola per 
diem, costing one anna, while that foi (5) habitual 
excessive consumer is from 2 to 4 annas In the 
case of bhang it is from 1 to 4 annas in the case 
of (u), and 2 to 6 annas in the case of (i) 

29 Habitual drinkeis of bhang ordmaiily mix 
black peppei, dry rose buds and anise seeds. 
Occasional drinkers of bhang use (6) exceptionally 
almonas, black pepper, diy lose buds, anise seeds, 
sugaicandy, cardamoms and saffron, and milk, 
and some add cucumber and water -melon seeds 

Habitual smokeis of ganja use tobacco, and 
occasional Siuokerb use dhatura seed The object 
of these admixtures is in some cases to enhance 
their value as naieotics, and some with object of 
making them pleasant and cooling drink 

30 I believe it is practised in solitude to about 
25 pel cent , and lu company to about 50 per cent 
It is not stiictly confined to the male sex No 
fixed age oi time of life can be fixed Lowei class 
childien to a small extent use these drugs 

31 The habit of consuming any of tiiese drugs 
is easily formed, and it is not very difficult to 
break off In the case of ganja smoking theie is 
a tendency for the moderate habit to develop into 
the excessive 

82 Among the Deshastha Brahmins and Nagar 
Brahmius and Gujaratbis generally on mairiage 
occasions it is customaiy to use bhang lu bhajias 
and in milk Also on Shivaiatii day it is custom- 
ary for nearly all classes of people (Hindus) to 
drink bhang The use is not regarded essential 
It is generally temperate This is not likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit or otherwise injuri- 
ous, barring temporary effects 

33 The habit is generally regarded with dis- 
favotti, the person using them habitually is gene- 
rally legaided by society as non-reliable, bnt is 
not excommunicated or looked on with great con- 



tempt Both social and religious publio opinion 
IS against the use of these drugs, especially the 
sect of the Swami Narayen Pantba in Gujarat 
and Kathiwad The ganja smoker is paiticnlarly 
looked upon with indifference 

34 I am strongly of opinion that it will be a 
serious privation to depiive the habitual consumers 
of the drugs, because it is a necessary of life with 
many and a luxury with others, which would 
ultimately lead to discontent 

35 I don't believe it will be feasible to prohibit 
the use of any or all of these drugs It will be 
consumed illicitly The prohibition will, I 
believe, cause serious discontent amongst the 
IconEumers which may spread amongst the othei 
class and may lead to undesiiable lesnlts The 
prohibition may lead to the use of alcoholic 
stimulant or to the use of opium, at least in the 
case of some of those who have no leligious 
scruples It would be impolitic to restrict the 
use 

36 I believe alcohol is now to a laige extent 
being substituted for these diugs, especially bhang 
I am not able to produce any proof in support of 
the statement It is only my belief 

87 Oharas is not so much in vogue as ganja in 
these parts , still some persons use it, and from 
obseivations it is known that the effects of charas 
smoking are to a certain extent different to those 
of ganja smoking Ganja produces for a time a 
refreshing oi exhilaiating effect, and then drow- 
siness, while chaiasproduoes drowsiness immediate- 
ly and then insensibility Tlieie is also a 
marked difference m the duration of the effect , 
that foi charas lasts foi several houis, while that 
for ganja is not much prolonged 

89 I don't believe the smoking of these drugs 
is less injurious, perhaps it is more injuiious than 
the dunking My reason foi holdmg this opinion 
IS that the smoking process is more rapid by the 
absorption of the narcotic principles of the drugs, 
and the poison is at once and directly brought 
into contact with the lungs, the blood and the 
nervous system , while the drinking process affects 
the system thiough digestive organs. 

40 Bhang and ganja are often preecribed by 
the vaidyas and hakims in fevers, dysentery, 
dianhoea, sleeplessness and impotence, and as 
aphrodisiacs very commonly 

41 I believe the modeiate use of bhaug is to a 
certain extent beneficial, as («) a digestive, (4) an 
exhilarant to alleviate fatigue and over exertion, 
(c) a prophylactic to a very small extent against 
malaiia, and (rf) adjunct to concentration of the 
mind and contemplation I believe this use of 
the drug is to be found amongst the highei, 
middle and lower classes to the extent of about 
5 to 10 pel cent I lefer to the moderate habitual 
use of the drug I don't include ganja and 
charas in the above remarks, for I consider their 
moderate habitual use not only not beneficial, but 
positively haimful 

43 1 believe moderate consumers of bhang 
are geneially inoffensive to their neighbours 

44 I am of opinion that the immediate effect 
of the moderate use of these drugs on the habitual 
consnmei is to cause a refreshing oi exhilarating 
sensation, followed by intoxication, not in the 
sense caused by alcoholic stimulanfe I belieVe 


these drugs in moderate doses pioduce appetite, 
in some cases even ravenous appetite. The effect 
in the majoiity of cases lasts from 8 to 4 hours, 
sometimes 6 hours The after-effects are those 
of exhaustion of the neivous system, lassitude, 
inability to work, and I am inclined to believe 
the want of sulisequent gratification produces 
longing and uneasiness 

45 I have not met with any cases in which the 
habitual moderate use of bhang has produced any 
noxious effect, either physical, ment il or moial 
But I believe the habitual moderate use of ganja 
and chaias does pioduce some noxious effect, 
physically, mentally and moially I am inclined 
to believe that the habitual moderate use of the 
latter two drugs impairs the constitution, geneially 
injures tbedigestion, causes laziness and indolence , 
but I have not known of cases where it led to 
immoiality or debaucheiy It to a certain extent 
deadens the intellect, but I don’t believe it leads 
to insanity, at least of a permanent natuie It 
may perhaps lead to temporary aberiation for the 
time being 

46 The habitual excessive use of all these three 
diugs IS in my opinion very injurious It causes 
the face to become bloated, the eyes injected, and 
the limbs weak and tremulous , the mind glows 
imbecile and ultimately death bj marasmus closes 
the scene I have known several typical cases 
of this sort Of them some thiee oi foui cases were 
of mania due to excessive use of ganja, due to bad 
company If I remember right, I believe there 
was no mental anxiety or bi am disease to obtain 
relief by these drugs 

47 I am not aware of the heieditary nature of 
the modeiate habitual use of the diugs 

49 I believe the modeiate use ofthe drugs is 
practised as an aphrodisiac I am not awaie of 
then use by prostitutes The moderate use of any 
of the hemp drugs does not, so far as I am aware, 
pioduce any impotence 

50 The excessive use of these drugs does tend 
to produce impotence. 

53 I helieve the exceesive indulgence in any 
of these drugs hads to unpremeditated ciime I 
have heaid of cases, but I have not come across 
any 

54 I Lave heaid of their being used foi this 
puipose, such as running amuck, but I have not 
seen any case 

55 I have not come across any cases Dr 
Lyon, late Piofessor of Medical Jniispiaidence and 
Toxicology in the Grant Medical College and 
Government Chemical Analjsei to the Govern- 
ment of Bombay, says “ In India Cannahis ap- 
peals to he seldom, if ever, used for homicidal 
purposes” Di Norman Chevers, however, men- 
tions a case which cecurred m Ahmednagar in 
which a woman having first drugged with m<ajum> 
a child aged 7 afterwards murdered hei for 
ornaments 

62 I am of opinion that there is no necessity 
of controlling the cultivation I believe it tvonld 
produce discontent > 

67 I believe that the present method of 
taxation of ganja and bhang is objectionable, 
inasmuch as the ultimate incident of the tax falls 
rathei heavily on the poor mendicant dlasses. 
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1. Dunng my practice o£ eight years I have 
come across several patients using the drug in one 
form or the other 

2, Charas is also hnown as hhongus ras (Guz- 
rati), and bhang itself is called thandai m Urdu 

. 4 Arabic — Nabtula — kinnoba and hashaisha is 
the substance prepared from it It is called 
niafuen by Chinese 

15 Bhang oi ganja is mixed mth tohacoo and 
chewed also , from bhang a preparation is made 
called majnm A cooling dimk is prepared from 
bhang called thandai, and charas is used for 
smoking 

16. Bhang is not generally prepared in the 
house 

' 17 Mai wans, Puibhoyas, and native singers 
called ustads 

19 Local application, a sedative also 

20 Very small proportion of the population 
use the drug, generally the fakir and gosain 
people use it, and occasionally young men of good 
class who come in contact with above class are 
induced to use the drug 

24 Marwaris and Bhayas and the native 
singeis About 2 pei cent of them 

25 It IS on the inciease, as I have seen a num- 
ber of ca«es of young men of late 

26 As to bhang only— 

(a) One pei cent 

(3) Very few 

(c) A largoi proportion than the above. 

27 Bhang is generally used by these people to 
produce a pleasant intoxication and stimulation of 
the biain, some business men use it veiy mod- 
el ately Others use it for its aphrodisiac effects, 
and its supposed effect in preventing an early dis- 
charge of semen , but it is generally used by people 
who have no occupation, but who spend their 
dives as fakiis or sadhus or vagrants 

28. (a) Two pice 

(i) Four annas or more 

29 Dhatura is used very exceptionally to pro- 
duce more narcotic effects , tabasiei oi vanslochai 
IS used, and min gulab kali, khaskhas and 
'the fine cucuibiloca seeds and almond and carda- 
moms aie used 

80 Ganja and bhang aie generally used in 
company, but it is only used in solitude, if one 
wants to avoid detection Children soon get into 
the habit of taking bhang, if they only use it for 
a few times 

31 Habit IS easily formed It is difficult to 

bleak off, there is a tendency to develop into 
excessive habit ‘ 

32 During Uoli festival the Marwaris visit 

each othei’s shops in great crowds, and they aie 
giving bhang and bhapas. Some of them take 
bhang from every place that they visit I have 
lieaid that during the mainage ceremony among 
Bhias they prepare bhang ' 

83 Those who use the drugs immoderately are 
not respected in society, but even those people 
who are in the habit of taking moderately are 
shunned by those who do not use it 


34 No , it would be great blessing to prevent 
its free use 

85 (a) Yes 

(5) Rarely 

(c) By enhancing the duty on it Prohibition 
may for a time be followed by the use of other 
diugs 

86 I don’t think that people who use gauja 
would be satisfied by the use of alcohol instead, as 
the pleasure is qmte different, but there is more 
facility in getting alcohol foi a little more price, 
so theie is a likelihood of the habit being changed 
from ganja to alcohol 

37 The effects of charas are more narcotic 

89 Smoking ganja is very injuiious, as I have 
had n number of cases in my practice, atrophy of 
the whole body is set in after prolonged use of 
ganja smoking 

40 Bhang is used by native doctors to give 
appetite, also in diarrhoea and gonorrhoea, also as 
a fumigation in curing piles 

41 The effects are veiy deceptive, for the first 
few days it acts as a digestive, and produces a 
sensation of warmth, but ultimately it is haimful 

42. I think even the moderate use of it for a 
long time is haimful 

43 They are inoffensive, inasmuch as they are 
not violent 

44 Bhang — It produces a pleasant narcotic 
sensation, gives appetite first, but afterwards 
allays hunger The mind becomes deranged after 
a long use, mpre so after the use of ganj,a, anil the 
sexual powers are totally diminished or lost after 
ganja smoking It does produce a longing 

45 Aftei ganja — Yes, body wastes, mental 
faculties become confused, and the moral sense 
becomes below par Yes , many cases of chronic 
diarrhoea and dysentery, as well as chronic bron- 
chitis and asthma, aie seen in those who use ganja. 
It does produce laziness, and excessive use does 
produce temporary insanity I think ganja- 
smoking produces insanity peculiar to it, as wejl 
as I believe insane persons are likely to take up 
the use of the diug I know of two cases in 
which persons with no hereditary history of in- 
sanity became insanes after prolonged use of 
ganja 

47 I believe it is hereditary in some cases 

49 Bhang, majum and subji aie used as aphro- 
disiacs I think it is more injurious than when 
used as narcotic, because it leads to excessive 
sexual indulgences, premature decay and death 
Ganja produces impotence 

61 There is a small proportion of bad characters 
who use ganja The use of ganja has some con- 
nection with crime in general 

53 After excessive use of bhang, I have seen 
one case 

65 If bhang is taken in large quantity, com- 
plete stupefaction ensues, but as a rule admixture 
IS necessary 

56 I have heard of dhatura being mixed with 
ganja, but how it is made serviceable for criminal 
purposes I cannot say 


/ 



97 Boidence of A-rdesiu Dabujuoy Moby, Farsi, J P , Memhcr, Miimapal 
Corpo) ahon, Medical Frachhoncr, Fomhay 


1 My practice is among the natives of Bombaj , 
and especially among the Parsis 

(My evidence is as rogaids the Parsis of 
Bombay only ) 

2 Bhang, oharas, gania 

20 The Parsis ns a rule do not smoko I do 
not Imow of any Paisi who smokos ganja oi 
oharas. 

23 Generally bhang is not used for smoking 

20 A very few Parsis used bhang occationalh/ 
in a voiy' small dose made up into a snoot drink 
witji milk, sugar, almonds, &o , but that practice 
IS much on the dceiease 

29 Dhatuia wis never used by the Parsis to 
make up the bhaug dunk 

30 The bhang drink was used in company , and 
it was only by the male ecv Never given by the 
Parsis to children 

31 By taking bhang drink occasionally and in 
very small doses, no habit is formed 

32 Tlieio is no social or religious enstom 
among the Paisis in which bhang is consumed 


38 The public opinion amongst the Parsis is 
very much ag iinst the use of bhang 

8J. It would not be any pn\ itioii to the Parsis 
to foiogo tho consumption of the drug 

43 Occasional moderate consumers arc luoffon- 
sivc to their neighbours 

44 It produces iiitovication It docs not allay 
litingcr, except taken with milk, etc The altcr- 
cllccts arc lasiticss and inaptitude for work, and 
want of sleep and appetite The want of subse- 
quent gr.atilication produces longing and uncasi 
ness 

45 {h) and (c) Yes 

{,1) It causes dysentery and other derange- 
ments of the bowels 

(c) It induces laniicss 

(/) It dcidens tho intellect and produces 
insanity, as imbecility, which has a tendtnty to 
be permanent 

47 Not hereditary The children are weak 

49 The use of hemp tends to produce impot- 
ence 


98. Evidence of TJa^iAMRAM JLEivA'NRAii, lacnAPOoniA, Aitdesh, Brahmin, Native 

Doctor {Vaidya), Bombay and Smat 


1 My experience obtained as a \aidy a 

2 The definitions of Dr Pram may be ac- 
cepted Round ganjn I have never seen I 
know broken ganja as " garda,” and broken bhang 
as “ bhuki ” 

Ganya is known to mo by the names of ganja 
and mala Cliaias is Imown as charas. Bhang is 
known as vijaja, subji, maya, lillaghur, dyauvalli, 
and patti 

7 Theie is cultivation of the hemp plant in the 
Surat distiict, which is my home, (it) foi ganja, 
(e) foi bhang, (rf) foi seeds 

At Bhatta, a village in tho Sunt district I 
know also that the hemp plant is cultivated foi 
bhang at Diva and Devi villages, near Anklcsh- 
war in the Bipach district 

9 The seeds aie sown in the months of Shrawan 
and Bhaderwa They aio sown like jovvan 
The plant is leady in six or seven months after 
tlio sowing of the seed The plants aie not irri- 
gated 

10. No special class cultivates the hemp plant 
for narcotics in my distiict 

14 (a) Ganja is prepared and (c) bhang is pre- 
pared in Bhatta in the Surat district, and Dewa 
and Devi in the Broach district 

17 Kolis and Kunbis 

18 Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keepmg 
They lose some of then narcotic properties In 
time they quite lose then narcotic effects Ganja 
will keep good for about two years, and bhang for 
one yeai, with ordinary care I attribute deteri- 
oration to the absorption of moisture from the at- 
jnospheie 

19. Ganja and oharas are only used for smobng 


I do not know whether cither is used for any 
other purpose 

20 Ganja is smoked by Brahmins, Warns, 
Kunbie, Glianchis, and sndhiis It is also smoked 
by Muhammadans and fakirs Some of the 
Burmese staying at present at Bander also smoko 
ganja Charas is mostly smoked by Muliammad- 
nns, falais, and few sadhus and Kunbis 

21 Bound ganja is not obtainable hero. Plat 
ganja is used here for smoking 

22 1 have no persoml knowledge of charas, 
and I cannot say whether the charas used in 
Bombay is native or foieign In the Surat 
district tbaras is vciy little used, 

23 Bhang is never uscdlfor smoking It is, 
howevei, used ns medicine, for vapour purposes in 
piles, and in the case of iriitation of rectum and 
vagina 

24 Bhang iB chieily used for drinking. It is 
very rarely eaten Hindus of almost all classes and 
Muhammadans drink bhang Bhang is commonly 
need in Central Provinces, Guzarat, Marw.ar, 
Gokul, Mathura 

25 I think the use of ganja, bhang, and charas 
IS on the decrease in the Surat alia I do not 
know whether tho use of those drugs is on the 
increase or decrease in other provinces I attiibute 
tho decrease in the consumption of these drags 
heie to two causes, firstly, tho spread of education, 
and secondly’, the want of company 

28 I am not in a position to answer this question 

29 Ganja is ordinarily smoked with or without 
tobacco I have seen one man pieparmg cigarette 
of ganja and patting in it little opium and saffron 
In bhang ordinarily pepper is mixed, and exception- 
ally cardamoms, loso buds, anise, poppy seeds. 
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snSron, musk, almond, pista, charoh, sugar, and 
milk I know sometimes slialoo 3 owari roots (the 
roots ot jowaii cultivated m tho cold season) are 
mixed with bhang to increase its naicotic effect, 
and in ganja, dhatura seeds are sometimes added 
to ineiease its narcotic effect. 

I know that a preparation, known as bhang raas- 
saln, is sold in tlie market, the ingiedients of 
winch are almost the same, which aie eiceptionally 
used m pieparing bhang dnnk 

80 The consumption of these drugs is practised 
in Biilitnde as well ns in company The use of 
these drugs is mainly confined to the male sex 
Few of (he Women of sadhus and haw as use gaiija 
Ic is generally practised after 1C jears of age In 
childhood it IS not piaotised It is not usual for 
childieu to consumo iny of these drugs The 
jewellers give bhang, when specially prepared, to 
their children and women In Naiasari and in 
other parts of Gujarat and Central Provinces 
women on seldom occasions drink bhang 

SI. The habit of consuming these drugs is 
easilj formed If the habit is of a long standing 
the man finds it difficult to break it off The 
moderate habit is generally developed into excos- 
sive one 

S3 There is no custom, social or religious, when 
tho use of theso drugs is essential 

33 The use of these drugs is m disrepute 
The hemp plant is not worshipped by any people 

81 There will be no serious privation to the 
consumers to forego the use of these drugs. 

35 It is foasiblo to prohibit the nso of tliose 
drugs Consumers would for some lime u“o the 
drugs illicitly No doubt the consumers would 
be discontented, but such discontent will not 
amount to a political danger Those who do not 
drink alcohol will not take to it, but will try to 
break off the nnbit 

8G I do not think that alcohol is substituted 
for these diugs to anj extent 

87 Tho effect of oliaras is to stupefy the con- 
sumer Ganja excites the man 

33 I do not know round ganja The narcotic 
effcLt .of flat ganja is stionger than that of chui 
01 broken ganja 

39 The smciking of ganja and eharas is less m- 
junous than drinking and eating tlie same 

40 I used bhang in pains, rheumatism, fevers 
loss of appetite, restlcssni-ss, buruing sj mptoms in 
phthiHs, dvsenteij, aculx: and ohroiiio diarrhoea, 
cramps, hjstena, headache, tetanus, muscular rheu- 
matism, brain fever, and brnmoiihage Ganja is 
used in cases of loss of appetite, loss of sleep, and 
coho, and sometimes as ,i stimulant I do not use 
eharas Bhang is pi escribed along witii other 
native medicines in different forms of the above 
diseases 

41 The moderate use of ganja and bhang is 
beneficial Bhang is a food accessorj Ganja 
taken on empty stomach injures the constitution, 
but if taken after food, it is digestive ind lefiesh 
ing in exertion and fatigue Ganja and bhang 
are used in malarious tracts to prevent the inalan- 
OU8 attacks I have expetiencod that the consumers 
of bhang lad ganja very raiely suffer fiom malaii- 
oiis fever Ganja has a special pioperty of giving 
tone to liver It is the occasional moderate use 


42 The modeiate use of ganj i and bhang is 
bmeficial 

43 The modeiate consumers of ganja and , 
bhang are not offensive to then neighbour":, 

41 Tho immediate effects of the moderate use 
of ganja and bhang on the habitual consumei are 
lefieshmg and produce little intoxication In 
some cases it cieates appetite and in some eases it 
does notcieate appetite At times man get« vomit 
Tlic effect lasts for about seven hours The alter- 
effeots aie dulness and dryness of the month, and 
the want of subsequent gratification is produced 

45 The habitual moderate use of ganja and 
bhang does not produce any noxious effects, physi- 
cal, mental, or mmal, does not injure the constitu- 
tion Ganja aftci long time, and if no nutiitious 
food IS taken, would pioduoe bronchitis and 
asthma, and we iLen the teeth The moderate use 
does not deaden the intelleot 

4G I cannot positively say that excessive use 
of ginjn and bhang injures the man, phjsically, 
mentallj:j and moially It depends on the man’s 
constitution I have seen several excessiie con- 
sumers in good health, and I have also seen men 
using these dings oconsionally have turned mad 

47 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary habit, or 
to affect in any way the children of the moderate 
consumer 

48 The excessive use even does not affect the 
children of the consumers 

49 Bhang is used in model ation as an aphrodi- 
siac. When it IS used for the said purpose it is 
more injurious than its use as an ordinary narcotic 
Bhang, for tho above purpose, is admmisteied 
along with other ingredients There is one tiea- 
tise called Wajik iraiia winch treats of preserving 
potency, and in which the use of bhang has been 
mentioned as an aphrodisiac, 

50 Bhang is not used in excess as an aphro- 
disiac 

51 I know the large propoition of had oharac- 
ters use these dings more oi less, hut I do not 
think that there IS any connection with crime in 
general, oi with crime of any spaoial charaetei 

53 1 do not know of any case where a ( nmiml 
Ins committed uupiemedit lied ciimeiiftei the use 
of ganja or bhang. 

54 Theie is no such pioperty m ganja and 
bhang as to sb ike tho timidity and to nerve the 
person to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
other crime 

55 I do not know of any case in which crimin- 
alsjin oidei to fuither their designs, have induced 
then victims to pal take of any of these drugs and 
so stupef,' them Complete stupefaction is not 
pioduced bj these diugs without admixture 

56 The effects of ganja are modified by adding 
tobacco, and that of bhang are modified by diluting 
it with water Dhatura seeds aie mixed with 
ganja and shaloojowaii loots with bhang to in- 
crease their narcotic propei by 

57 The effects of eating and diinlang ganja 
and eharas are not in any way diffmeiit fiom those 
of smoking. 

58 to 70 These questions deal with ndnimi- 
stration, taxation and oontiol, and as I am ignor- 
ant of the prosont system of admmistiation, I am not 
in a position to make any suggestion on that head 
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99 Evidence of Kesuo'WE.a.m IIaridat, Chapoona, Audcsh Brahmin, 
Native JDoctoi {Vaidya), Rundei , Sui at and Bombay 


1 My TOSweis rogirding tbe matteis con- 
nected nith hemp drags are fnined from the study 
of the medical books, from e'cpenenco gamed in 
the medical practice, and from the niloimation 
obtained from the peraous nho use those drugs 

2 The definitions of Dr Pram aro correct, and 
may be accepted I know bhang by the n imes ot 
bhangio, vijaia, dyanvali, shaukai piiya, thnndni, 
and path I know ganja b^ the name of shigra 
bodba Charas is pronounced heie as chadas 

3 The hemp plant does not grow spontaneously 
The plant isiequiied to be cultivated 

The hemp p^ant is generally known by the 
name of bhang tiee Some of the bhang trees get 
flowers , these trees are called bhangro These tre< s 
aie pulled out fiom the field, as the esisttnco of 
these trees spoils othei plants This floweiing 
plant IS male plant 

6 The growth of the mid hemp plant is seat- 
teied Gan3a prepared fiom the wild plant is 
knonn by the name of guiakh ganja 

7 Poimerly thoie was cultivation of hemp 
plant in Bhattu and Kawas villages of the Sui it 
district At present theie is no cultivation of 
hemp plant in those villages These plants were 
cultivated foi pioduction of bhang only G iiija 
and charas weie not piepaied 

8 I do not know anything about this ques 
tion 

9, In May and June the land is ploughed, and 
at the beginning of tlio monsoon the seeds are 
sown, like jowau After ton or twelve days after 
sowing, tho plant comes out After about one 
month the male plants begin to flower, when they 
are distinguished and pulled out , searching for 
the male plant lasts about thiee months The plant 
IS leady in six oi seven months aftei the sowing 
of the seed Then the plants are cut and da<=hed 
The dioppings then are cleaned and collected, 
which is then called bhang 

10 There is no special class ot cultivators of 
the hemp plant for its narcotic properties The 
ordinary cultivators who know the ait cultivate 
hemp plant in the land fit foi its cultivation 

11 The seed of tho wild hemp is not used foi 
cultivating the plant foi the production of ganja 

15 I do not know whether diffeient methods 
are adopted for preparing ganja, bhang, and 
charas fiom (a) the cultivated (4) and the wild 
plant for (A) smoking, (B) eating, and (C) diink- 
ing 

16 Hemp plant does not grow in the com- 
pounds of houses, and if at all any plant grows, 
bhang of that plant, if piepared, is not fit foi 
drinking. Bhang cannot be piepared from the 
plant wherever grown Ganja and charas are not 
piepared from the wild plant wherever grown 

17 Itisnot piepaied by all the cultivators, 
but those only who know the ait piepare it 

18 Ganja and bhang deteriorate by keeping, 
and aftei one or two years they lose then narcotic 
effect and become quite useless, Ganja and bhang 
will keep good for two yeais, if stored air-tight, 
in a hot place Aftei two years, although kept in 
the above manner, they deteriorate 

The causes of deterioration — (1) keepmg for a 
long time, (2) absorption of moistme from the 


atmosphere, (3) insects germinating inside, 
(4) exposure 

19 Ganja and charas are used only for smok- 
ing Ganja is used m medicine, when it is made 
into pills, powdois, tinotiiTOs, etc 

20 Svvami Nnrayan's followers and Parsis ex- 
cepted, almost all classes make use of ganja and 
charas Ganja is used by the low classes of 
Muhammadans, fakirs, Biidhiis, kolis, kunbis, 
baiiias, and Brahmins Chains is used by sadhiis 
and fakirs, who as a necessity require some strong 
narcotic 

21 Generally flat ganja is p-efened 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking It is 
used for giving vapour in piles as medicine 

24 In Surat district tho greater proportion of 
the people use bhang for drinking 

26 The use of ganja, bhang, and charas is on 
the decrease 1 attribute this to tho spread of 
education and cave of honour 

28 The habitual moderate consumer requires 
about half to one tola of ganja, the cost of which 
is about quarter anna to half anna, bhang about 
two to five tolas, the cost of which is about half to 
one anna. 

The excessive consumer requires about quarter to 
half a scei of ganja, and about half seer of bhang, 
the cost of which is four annas and three annas 
respectively 

29 In ganja ordinarily tobacco is mixed, and 
exceptionally araar, muek, caidamoms, etc, are 
added In bhang ordinarily pepper is mixed, and 
exceptionally caidamoms, anise, rose buds, kusani, 
sugai, milk, choiob, pista, almond, poppv seeds, 
and other sorts of seeds I know that gindlus sell 
above named ingredients ns bhang massala 

30 The use of these drugs is practised m 
solitude, but chiefly it n. practised in corapanv 
The u‘=o IS mainly confined to the mule sex, 
although few of the women on seldom occasion 
paitake bhang There is no fixed time of life 
when it should be practised , it is taken at any 
time of life The mdnlging parents sometimes 
give bhang to their children, who thereby acquire 
habit Jewellers give bhang to their children 
when they are five oi six years old 

31 The habit of using these diugs is casilj 
formed by using tho drugs fiequently If the 
consumer wishes, he can break off the habit 
gradually The moderate use is developed into 
pxcossive one, 

82 There is no social oi religious custom when 
tho use of ganja or bhang is necessary 

33 The consumption of ganja, bhang and 
charas is considered by the people as disiespeotable 
I do not know whether the hemp plant is wor- 
shipped on any occasion by any sect of the people 

34 Sudden prohibition will be eonsideied by 
the consume! s as a serious privation, but gndually 
the habit tan be broken off 

35 If the use of ganja, bhang and charas is 
prohibited, tho consumeis will use them illicitly 
The prohibition can only be enforced by passing 
an Act The sudden piohibitioii would causa 
discontent among consumers, though such dis- 
content would not amount to political dangei 
The consumeis who have no objection for other 
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inrcotic will take to alcohol, and those who could 
not take alcohol will leave the habit gradually 

87 The narcotic oBects of chans are more than 
tiioso of gau]a Charas is two or three times 
stronger than ganja 

Flat gania has more narcotic efiect in it 
than lound ganja, and broken ganja has less nar- 
cotic cBect in it than round gaiija 

39 The smoking of ganja IB less injurious than 
eating and drinking 

O <3 

40 I use ganja and bhang on account of then 
medicinal qualities Ganja is presoribed in coho 
pains and as sleeping draught Bhang is presenb 
ed in venereal diseases and for passing urine, and 
in dysenterj 

41, Ganja one- fourth of a tola, bhang one tola, 
and charas half wal, if taken, are beneficial as a 
food accessorj llie use in such doses increases 
the strength, gives staying-power undci severe 
eseition or exposure, and alleviates fatigue, and 
refreshes the consumer In malarious and un- 
bealthj tracts use of ganja protects the man from 
malarious attacks The use of these drugs should 
only bo practised for the above purposes, and 
should not bo indulged in 
42 Ganja and bhang, tliongh not beneficial, 
are not harmful to those who use them moderately 
4H The moderate consumers are not offensive 
to their neighbours, but when taken lu cscess, 
they become offensive 

44 The habitual moderate consumer of ganja 
feels refreshed after taking ganja It produces 
aery little intoxication on him It iiicieascs 
appetite, and keeps the consumer in good humour 
The intoxication lasts for about two to three hours, 
after which time want of subsequent giatification 
IS produced, and if the man does not get ganja to 
smoke* he* feels iinoasj 

The consumers of bhang generally take bhang 
twice in a day, once m the morning and once in the 
evening Bhang does not stop a man from his 
work The intoxication of bhang lasts for about 
seven to eight hours No longing foi subsequent 
gratifieation is produced in the case of bhang But 
the man feels dull after the intoxication is over 

45 Tlie habitual moderate use of ganja, bhang 
and charas dots not for a long time produce any 
aoxious effects, physical, mental and moral 

46 Tho habitual excessive use injmes the di- 
gestion and causes loss of appetite It causes 


bronchitis and asthma. It deadens the intellect 
and piodnces temporary insanity Insanity is 
le induced by use of the ding after libeiation 
from restraint It spoils the moral character of 
the Consumer The typical symptoms of an in<* 3 De 
from the use of these drugs are that he gets staling 
sight, hiB eyes become red, he gets forgetfulness 
and his voice is changed 

47 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
diugs does not appeal to be hereditary habit, or to 
affect in any way the children of the moderate 
Consumers 

48 I do not know whether the excessive use of 
these drugs affects tho children of the consumers 
01 not 

49. Every narcotic is aphrodisiac, and I know 
these drugs are sometimes used for that purpose 

60 If these drags are taken in excess as an 
aphiodisiao, they injure the constitution 

63 The excessive indulgence in these drugs 
docs incite the (onsumer to commit unpremeditat- 
ed crime, and at times leads to temporary homi- 
cidal frenzy 

54 I know tho ciiminals have used these 
drugs to foitify themselves to commit premedi- 
tated acts of violence 

55 The criminals do, in order to farther their 
designs, induce their victims to partake of these 
drugs and so stupefy them, and then lob them of 
their valuable things, and walk away leaving the 
victim on tho spot Complete stupefaction is 
brought on by these drags wnhout any admixture 
in the case of men who aie not used to these 
drugs. 

56 Tobacco is mixed with ganja to modify its 
effects Nothing is added to bhang to modify 
its effects Bhang, if taken in small doses, pro- 
duces but very little intosic.atioii Tbo«e who 
are excessive cousuniers, and when the drag does 
not pioduco intoxication, add dhatura seeds in 
ganja and old jowaii roots in bbaugto moiease 
their n iicotio power 

57 I have no information about this question 

58 to 70 Tho questions in this chapter relate 
to administiatiou, taxation and control , and as I 
do not know the present system of admiuistia- 
tion, I am unable to make any suggestion 


100 . Ji/mdenceofilu Poubhubam Jecwanra-M, 1^! agar Brahmin, Native Doctor 

{Vaidya), Bonibay 


1. "While practising medicine m the presidency 
of Bombav and the province of Kathiawar, accord- 
ing to the ancient Aryan system, I have h.ad 
opportunities of gainmg information in matters 
relating to hemp drugs On many occas’cns I have 
used Oiodiug in question in diffeiont medicinal 
preparations, and I havo met with many patients 
of the cl 169 who use hemp drugs occasionally or 
habitually 

2 Tho definitions may bo accepted Hemp 
drugs are known here by the same names 

"Wo do not particularly distinguish between 
the different kinds of ganja 

7 The hemp plant is cultivated in many parts 
of the Bombay presidency lor use as bhang 
vol vn 


tho plant IB cultivated in Guzoiat Bhang is also 
imported from tho Punjab 

9 The bhang plant is grown together with 
othei grams The seeds ace sown bioadcast It 
18 also grown m gardens and inigated , this 
gencially for personal use 

10 To my knowledge they do not form a special 
class The plant is grown by the ordinaiy agri- 
cultural cultivators 

18 Hemp drags do deteiioiate by keeping, and 
in time they lose then effect Bhang may be 
kept good for one year with care Itmnkthe 
cause of deleiioration to be exposure to air for a 
prolonged peuod As fa" as 1 know, it is not 
possible to pievent deterioration takmgplace 

2 n2 
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19 I do not know much about eharas Ganja 
IS not only used for smoking, it is used also in 
medicines A decoction of gan]aj or sometimes an 
extract of gaiija, is given to patients to induce 
sleep It IS u-^ed also in various pieparations foi 
nei vine diseases One ot the piepaiations is made 
hy mixing it with ghi, and it is then used as a 
tonic 

20 Sadhns and men of the lower ch's and pooi 
men use ganp The use is pievalent all over 
India. 

24 Biahmins, Kshatryas and Vaishyas, both 
neh and poor, use bhang People of the working 
classes also use bhang Bhang is generally drunk, 
hut it IS eaten when it is inconvenient to prepare 
the drink In the hot weather in hot clim ites 
all classes dunk hhang Scholars and priests, 
who are not allowed to use liquoi as a stimulant, 
freely dunk bhang Deakts in piecious stones, 
pearls and jewels dunk bhang, as they consider 
the dunk I elps them in then examination of these 
ai tides 

25 With the advance of the natives of India 
in Englioh education and waj s of thought, and 
the influence of contact with Europeans, theie has 
been generated amongst natives of the educabd 
and low er class a taste for spirituous dunks The 
inconveniences and tiouble in piepaung bhang, 
as contrasted with the ease with which liquor maj 
be obtained and drunk, has stimulated the wide 
use of the latter, and decreased the consumption 
of bhang I thiuk the evil eSects ot spuit drink- 
ing are beginning to be felt, and that in the distant 
futuie bhang may he more extensively used than 
it is now To vegetaiians spintuous stimulants 
are altogether unsuitable 

27. In the Bombay presidency the jewellers 
and dealeis in pi eoious stones and neails, who aie 
mostly shi awak bauias, and oiiginally from Surat, 
are habitual model ate consumeis ot bhang Babus 
trom Bengal and scholars and religious preachers, 
mostly high-caste Bralimins, aie also habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang Habitual exces- 
sive consumers of bhang will be found among 
the Brahmins, who perform lehgions rites in the 
temples and houses of the people Occasional 
moderate bhang dunking is indulged in by men 
of all classes, high and low, iich and poor, with- 
out exception 

28 A moderate allowance of bhang is one- 
quartei tola, costing a quaiter of an anna This 
will serve for twice An allowance of one tola of 
bhang oi thereabout, costing about half an anna, 
IS leokoned excessive 


29 In the ordinaiy preparation, which is 
generally used by habitual dnnkeis, black pepper 
and sugar are mixed, and the drink is made by 
mixing well rubbed bhang powder in water 

, When bhang is prepared by rich persons, and 
(I also when it is prepared on special ocoasiuns, sngai 
pand pepper iie invariably added, with almonds, 
p pistachio nuts, chirongia-sopil.i, cinnamon, caida- 
moms, mace, nutmeg, saSron, musk, and conseive 
l^^of roses The ingredients added will depend on 
ht, means of the drinker and the occasion for 
18 ch the drink is prepaied Dhatuia, which is a 
and afvr narcotic, is not ordinarily mixed with 
effect ana 


hhang and ganja 

the above mann"^® company and also when 

. mrds bhang, it is genei-ally drunk 
The causes of friends, and its use is not re- 
Jong time, (2) auStax or age. Women and children 


are allowed to use hhang according to their suit- 
abilities Ganja is not used by women and child- 
len. Bhang is not very commonly used by child- 
ren , hut it may he g’lven to them as a medicine 
in proper doses to their great benefit 

31 The habit IS not easily foimed, but much 
depends on the temperament of the man and his 
associates The habit is not difficult to bieak off, 
except when of long standing The modeiate 
bhang and gauja consumer generally increases his 
allowance ot the drug in time It is alwajs pos- 
sible for the bhang drinker to check the h ibit at 
any time, unless it has taken very deep loot , 

82 Bhang is used on Shivaiatri, a daj consecrat- 
ed to the god. Shiva, who is repoiteil to be fond 
ot bhang It is also used on occasions when 
offerings are made to Baldeo, elder brother of the 
god Kiishna, who, it is said, has an excessive 
partiality foi the drug. The devotees of Baldeo 
divide the offerings made to the god among them- 
selves with great reveience, piety, and pleasure 
Though the use of bhang in this manner cannot 
be said to he essential, as there aie no stiiot 
senptuial injunctions for the same, yet, as these 
customs have acquired a time-honouied reference 
and religious belief, it would, be most difficult to 
persuade men to the belief that the use is quite 
optional In India, when foieign invasions hy 
men ot alien lehgions have resulted in the de- 
struction of many of the Hindu sacred works, cus- 
tom, strengthened by religious precept, has ob- 
tained such a stiong hold on the minds of the 
people, that even the positive commands of the 
religious books are sometimes waived in favour of 
custom 1 therefore think the use of bhang on 
such occasions is essential Its use in this way 
IS generally tempeiate, and not likely to lead to a 
habit with the consumer, and is nevei injurious to 
him Offerings of bhang are made to the god 
Shiva, with a Dehef that it brings blessings to the 
offerer, and sometimes cures him of bodily diseases 
that he may be suffering fiom 

In connection with ganja, such religious observ- 
ances as have been mentioned are not known to 
me Its use, however, is thought to be essential 
to baiiagis, to keep them from worldly thoughts, 
and to assist them in their contemplation of God. 

33 Generally the consumption of bhang in mot 
deration has no stigma attached to it, noi is the 
bhang drinker held in high lespect Its use is 
neither socially nor lehgioiisly prohibited in moder- 
ation, and public opinion is not averse to the prac- 
tice in this way The use of ganja is held in dis 
repute The cause of this sentiment is that, ge- 
neially, no gieat reliance can he placed on the 
man who makes himself senseless, and consequent- 
ly foigets promises that he has made So far as I 
know, the hemp plant is worshipped nowhere 

84 It would certainly he a very serious priva- 
tion to all classes of consumers to forego the con- 
sumption of the ding they use In India bhang 
IS essentially necessary, both socially and medi- 
callj People have, to their great advantage, used 
the drug till now, and a ceitain rtligioiie venera- 
tion on account of its being offered to the deities 
has caused them to regaid it as a necessity which 
they can ill ifford to foiego To merchants and 
jewellers, who aie model ate consumeis of the best 
sort of bhang, it would bring great mental trouble 
and vexation to foiegn the use of the drug which 
they hav e used foi many generations, and which 
would prevent them fiom doing their business 
with ease and coiifadence. As bhang quickens the 
imagination somewhat, leligious picacheis, who 
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rise bhing, would not be able to preaob as well 
without ifc Scholar's and wri"-ers, u ho are in the 
habit of taking bhang befoie they set themselves 
to then work, would find themseKes in grave 
difficulties without it bhang, when moderately 
indulged in, luci eases vigour and assists contem- 
plation 

The use of spiiituous dunks is not wholesome 
with the simple vegetable natiie diet Only 
vegetable stimulants are best suited to our climate 
and diet It would certainly be a serious aflliction 
to the poor native to debar him fiom his native, 
uncostly, benefiual vegetable stimulant, which in 
some cases is a necessity to him 

The continuous use of ganja by bairagis for 
seveial cenluiies has caused them to legard it 
as almost a necessity of their lives At fiist it 
would be V eiy hard for them t > forego consump- 
tion, and they would regard it as a religious 
encroachment, not because they could not easily 
break off the habit, but because, without ganja, | 
they would find it difficult to obtain a substitute to 
issist them in foigettmg woildly pleasures and 
desires 

35 I do not think it would be possible to pro- 
hibit the use of ganja and bhang People would 
most certainly do then utmost to get the drags 
by anv means Illicit possession is not veiy im 
possible, seeing that the plant is bome-giown, 
ind might easily be cultivated in enclosures 
about houses If stringent measures of piotu. 
bition weie adopted, there would be great discon- 
tent, as users of the drags cannot well do without 
them Prohibition could not be easily enforced, 
ard, if enforced, those who are in the habit of 
using these stimulants would certainly trj to 
obtain a substitute tor them, and the consequence 
would be a lesoit to alcoholic stimulants, which 
are within easy leaoh of the people on account of 
the number of liquor shops lu localities, town®, 
and villages The us ng of liquor is socially and 
religiously prohibited, and it would at first be 
stealthily consumed, but sometimes exposure 
would follow, which would cause much dissatis- 
faction. 

36 Natives with imperfect English education 
have begun to discaid old beneficial usages, and, 
in imitation of the woist habits of Europeans, 
pride themselves in mistaken advanced views by 
using liquor, looking with disdain on the some 
what crude vegetable pieparatioii ot bhang 
Many have been the premature decays of life and 
intellect on this account 

39 The smoking of a preparation of the hemp 
plant IS not a less in3uriou8 form of consumption 
Bhang is seldom or never known to be drank in 
moderation with nijuiious effects An overdose 
of bhang will simply cause a man to he down, to 
expeiience a whiiling sensation, to vomit, and to 
drtam A little acid acts as an antidote, oi some- 
times a good dose of milk and gbi is an effectual 
cure The individual is none the worse ifterwaids 
for his indiscretion Excessive ganja smol ing is 
bad and in 3 urious, it weakens the nerve'. 

40 The use of these drags has been prescribed, 
on account of their medicinal qualities, by the 
schools of native doctors, Madanpal and Nighanta 
have stated the yiropeities and uses of these drags 
in their medical books, as follows — Bitter in taste, 
destroys cough, helps digestion, cheeks dm rhcea, 
induces sleep, and increases appetite lla 3 mgbanta 
saistbatit incieases sexual desires and brings 
pleasuie in sexual inteicouise It gives vigour 
and stiengtli, makes a man lalkatne, checks diai- 


rhoea, increases appetite, and helps digestion Sodal 
says that it increases appetite, helps digestion, checks 
dianhoca, induces sleep, and incieases sexual 
desires , it destroy s cough Bbawmishia and Bbau- 
prakash agiee with Madanpal baraugdhar re- 
commends bhang dnnk or ponder in diarrhoea and 
to induce sleep Besides the abovementioned autho 
titles there aie many otbeis 

41 The moderate use of bhang is beneficial as 
a digestive, it gives stay mg-power and alleviates 
fatigue It preients disease, and isknonn to pie- 
veiitfeiei Brahmins and banias use bhang as a 
food accessory People in the mufussal use it to 
prevent attacks of fevei 

48 Moderate consumers of bhang are not offen- 
sive totlieir neighbouis 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use 
ot bhang on the habitual coiisumei is to refresh 
him and make him feel eheeifiil He does not 
become intoxicated His appetite is increased 
The duration of the effect greatly depends ou the 
constitution , it may be said to last from four to 
five hours 'i he habitual ganya smokei is lather 
■worse if kept without bis usual allowances of the 
ding 

45 No, as legards the moderate consumption 
of bhang 

46 The excessive habitual use of bhang pro- 
duces noxious effects, pby sical, mental, and moral 
It impairs the constitution and moial sense, in- 
duces laziness, and piodutes constipation. It pio- 
duces permanent insanity The excessive habi- 
tual use of ganya is more inyuuous than in the 
ease of bhang It pioduces also bronchitis 
and asthma 

47 The habitual moderate use of hemp drugs 
does not appear to affect m any way the childteu 
of consumers so far as I know 

48 I am not sure whether it does or does not 

49 and 60 They are used as an aphrodisiac 
I do not know if piostitutes use them for this 
purpose If so used they would be injmious 
Excessive use of these drugs as an aphiodisiac 
would cause impotence 

55 I have heard of a few oases in which cri 
minals have used these drugs to stupefy their 
victims to fuithei their designs , but I am not sure 
that there was not an admixture of other drugs 
in these cases Stupefaction can be mduced by 
an excess use of these drags 

56 The effects are not modified by’ the admix- 
tures used oidinanly 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
pi eduction of bhang need not be controlled at all 
The moderate use ot bhang is decidedly beneficial , 
and iiiyurious consequences are only felt by those 
who are habitual excessive consumers, and after 
they have continued the habit to a very advanced 
age 

65 In my opinion hi ang is taxed uiineccs- 
saiily It IS a mild stimulant, and a comparison 
of it with any othei intoxicant cannot he made 

67 I hai e said that the tax is unnecessary 
I think it also unieasonable In India, an the face 
of an evei-incieasing and exacting land tax, every 
pioduct ot the land, whether it be an article of 
life or an aiticle of luxury, has been taxed, to 
the gieat buiden of the poor classes When, 
aftei bearing a land tax, the article is subyeoted 
to a special fax, the consumer is taxed t-wice In 
the case of bhang, although it is not a necessity, 
it IS a haimless source oi enyoyment and relief 
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wTiicli often serves the consumei in ill-health as 
a valuable medicine, or prevents him fiom getting 
ill Bhang is chiefly used by pooi people, and to 
them eveiy pie has its value The tax, though 
not felt by the iicb, is a burden on the poor 

68 In the city of Bombay there aie licensed 
shops where bhang is prepared and consumed on 
the piemiees The shop generally is in a small 
room on the road side, the fuiniture consisting of 
a mat, two oi three lotas, and a stone slab on 
which the bhang leaves are made into a paste 
before the dnuk is prepared The shopkeepei 
earns but 'sufficient for his maintenance So £ai 
as I know, these shops aie not known to have 
any ill name attached to them The customers at 
these shops axe not noisy or quaiTelsome, and are 
seldom known to cause inconvenience to any one 
These shops are not places resorted to by bad 
charactei s to concoct then plans , but this to some 
extent depends on the locality in which the shop 
IS situated 

69 Local public opinion ought to be consulted 
It would be beneficial to the people 

Oral evidence. 

Question 46 — I have seen instances in Kathi- 


awar of men becoming insane through exces- 
sive use of ganja I know no cases of insanity 
caused by bhang I have seen this madness 
among sadhus and bairagis Uespectable people 
do not use ganja I have heard that eadhiis mix 
dhatnra with their gau]a, but I have not much 
expeiience of the use of ganja It is the seeds 
of dhatura which are geneially used, but some- 
times the leaves and also the loots are used I 
cannot name any men, but I have seen many 
baiiagis suffering from bionchitis and asthma, 
who were consumers of ganja I cannot say 
definitely that the diseases were caused by the 
use of gan^a 

Question 62 — The injurious effects here attri- 
buted to prolonged excessive use of bhang will 
also follow on similar use of ganja Injurious 
effects can be seen even in a boy from one exces- 
sive dose of bhang, but these effects do not last 
long — not more than 24-houis The effects of con- 
tinuous use by the old aie worse than the effects 
of occasional excessive use by the young The 
prevalence of insanity from the diugs among 
young men IS contiaiy to my experience, but I 
have little experience of the excessive use. of 
ganja 


101 Evidence of Viphaldas Pranjiwandass, EhunJcsah Landloi d and Trader, 
late Intoxicating Drugs Eaimer, Bombay, 


1 My experience as intoxicating diugs farmoi 
duiing a period of ten jears 

2 Bhang is known as bhang, subji and maja 
Cbaras IS known as charas Ganja is known as 
ganja The ganja consumed heie is flat ganja, 
round ganja IS unknown Chur or bioLen ganja 
18 known heie as garda 

7 There is no cultivation of the hemp plant in 
the island of Bombay I am awaie theio is cul- 
tivation of the hemp plant in the distiicts of 
Ahmednagar and Satara foi (o) and (rf), and cul- 
tivation otthe hemp plant in the distncts of Suiat 
and Bioach for (c) 

14 I know that ganja and bhang are piepaied 
in the Bombay presidency Ganja is piepaied in 
the Ahmednagai and Satara distncts, and bhang 
in the Surat aud Bioach districts 

18 Ganja, charas and bhang do deteriorate by 
keeping , they would quite lose their narcotic pi o- 
perties in time Ganja with caie will keep good 
for one year , the second year it will lose some of 
its pioperties , the thud year it will lose more 
of its properties, and the fouith year it will 
be useless for sale This statement holds good in 
the case of charas and bhang also I attribute the 
main cause of deterioration to humidity and damp 
I always used a store-loom with only one door 
and no windows The store-room was paved with 
stone, on the flooring I placed old gunny bags, and 
on the bags I stored the bales of ganja and bhang 
unopened, in the condition in which they weie 
received from the district^ The bales were 
stacked one above the othei Chans I kept in 
the packages m the condition in which they were 
received, stonng the packages on planks When 
a package was opened, the contents were at once 
removed and placed in a tin lined box Eats are 
very partial to hemp seed, and they must be kept 
out of the stoie-ioom oi they will destroy the 
ganja 

19 Ganja and charas aie only used in Bombay 


foi smoking Garda, that is broken ganja 
mixed with ganja, is also smoked Garda is 
chiefly used for diinkiug, and in small quantities 
it IS eaten Garda is given to buffaloes and cows 
to increase their appetites, so that they may eat 
refuse grass and hay 

20 Ganja is smoked by Muhammadans and 
Hindus Muhammadan labourers and fakiis 
smoke chiefly Hindu sadhus smoke ganja large- 
Iv, and other Hindus of different castes and call- 
ings smoke it moie or less The smoking of 
ganja by other than Muhammadans and Hindus 
IS very exceptional 

Charas is smoked by Muhammadans and 
Hindu' The quantity smoked in Bombay is- 
small Among the Muhammadans it is smoked 
by Pathans and fakiis, chiefly by the foimer 
Among the Hindus it is smoked by bawas and 
sadhus 

21 Plat ganja is used foi smoking A small 
quantity of gaida mixed with flatgmja is also 
smoked Bound ganja is unknown heie 

22 I obtained my supplies of chaias from 
Amritsai and Lahore I cannot say whethei it 
was native oi foieign charas, 

23 So far as I know, bhang is never used for 
smoking 

24 Bhang is drunk by Muhammadans and 
Hindus The Muhammad ms who dimk bhang 
are of the lower ordeis Bhang is chiefly drunk 
by Hindus of the Suiti Bania, Pattehpuna 
Marwan and Pardeshi castes Only a few 
Deccani and Konkani Hindus drink bhang 
Bhang IS not, largely eaten The same Hindus 
who dunk bhang also eat it Bhang is sometimes 
given to horses with other spices as a tonic 

25 I believe the use of ganja and charas is 
slightly on the inciease, and the use of bhang 
slightly decreasing. 
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28 As reg-^rds ha\)itual moderate consumers — 

pBft DIEM 



Qoantitj 

Co^ 

Ganja 

One tola 

One nima to one anna and six 
pies 

Cliaras 

One half tola 

» One atma and six pics to two 
anima 

Bhang 

One tola 

Three pies The cost vonld 
be increased if the dnnk 
■nas made with different 
spicos Three pies would 
bo the cost of tho drink 
with Had pepper, which is 
always used as an ingredi 
ent 

Garda 

One tola 

. Two pies 

As regards habitual excessn e consumers — 


PSE DIEil 


^aantlty 

Cost 

Ganja 

Fi\ e tolas 

Fito to seven and a half 
annas 

Charas 

. Three tolas 

Kino to twelve annas 

Bhang 

Three to four 

Nino pies to one anna Tho 

tolas 

cost would be increased if 
the dunk was iiiado with 
different apices N mo 
pies to one anna would ho 
the cost of tho drinl with 
hind pcppci, which is 
alwnj 3 used as an ingredi 
ont 

Garda 

Throe to font 
tolas 

Six to eight pies 


29 (o') tVith gan]a, tolicco IVith cliaras, 
tobacco With bhang, mixed m uater, blaoL pepper, 
sugar and poppy seed With girda, mixed in 
aiater, black pepper, sugar, and poppy seed 

(i) With ganja, gurako It may bo mentioned 
here that occasionally a smoker in place of , 
using the ordinaiy earthen chillum will scoop I 
out and make a pipe of a piece of sugarcane and j 
smoke from vhis implement With chains, gurako i 
With bhang, mixed in milk, almonds, cardamoms, 1 
saffron, cucumber seed, melon seed, rose buds and j 
sugarcandy With gaida — garda is not used when } 
a costly dnnk is prepaied, 

The poorer and habitual consumers use the 
articles mentioned under (o], and the well-to-do 
and occasional consumers the ai tides mentioned 
nndei (4) Dhatura is never used with these 
diugs in Bombay It is said that by mixing to- 
baoeo or gurako with ppnja and cliaias the 
smoke tastes better , it makes it stionger, and en- 
ables the smoker to expeotoiate any phlegm that | 
may be in his throat oi in liis lungs It is '< 
said that black pepper is aluajs mixed with bhang 
to prevent pains in the stomach The other in- 
gredients are used to make the drink pleasant to 
tlie taste These remaiks also apply to gaida 

I do not know of any piepaiation of bhang 
masralii kept and sold for the purpose of being 
mixed uith any hemp dings The articles above 
mentioned me the onl) ones known by me winch 
are used in this way 

30 Gan]a, charas and bhang are usually con- 
sumed in company with friends It is unusual 
to consume these drugs m solitude The con- 
sumption of these drugs is mainly confined to the 
male sex, and to persons aged from 20 to 40 years 
Young people and old people aie infrequent con- 
sumers of these drugs It is most unusual foi 
children to consume any of these drugs 

31. The habit of consuming these drugs is 


easily foimed if the individual consorts with 
persons who use the dings There is some diffi- 
culty in breaking off the habit, though no bad 
effects physic illy follow if the habit is broken off 
A man who desires to break off the habit can do 
BO by not going into the company of peisons 
using these drugs, and by occupying his mind and 
body I know many instances in which persons 
haie bioken off the habit of using these dings 
Theie is a tendency in the case oE these drugs for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 

82 I do not know of anj social or leligious 
custom reqmungan individual to consume any of 
these dings Bhang is daily offered to the god 
Dawooji at the temple at Bholeswar 1 do not 
know ■whether this offering is essential to the 
worship of the god The bhang, which is usually 
nicely made, is, after being offeied to the god, 
consumed by the temple people and visitois 
Bhang watei is ponied on felnva linga on Main 
Shivaiatia, and sometimes on othei occasions also 
I do not know uhetlier the offering oE bhang 
water is essential oi not m the woiship oE Shu a 
The custom oE offering bhang to the god Dawoo]! 
might lead to the foimatioii of the habit in an 
individual It is customary among sadhus to 
smoke gan]a, and foi religious Hindus to give 
bawas ganja 

33 The consumption of these drugs is gener- 
all} legarded as a bad habit I think there is a 
public opinion in legard to the consumption of 
these drugs, and that that opinion is that the 
practice is a bad one I think the consumption of 
these drags m alHhe forms in which they aie used 
is in disrepute I do not know of any custom of 
worshipping the hemp plant by any sects of the 
people 

34 It would be a seiious pnvation to consum- 
eis of the drugs to forego consumption m the 
fiist place, but after a time they would piobahly 
look on the deprivation as a blessing In the 
case of sadhus it would be a senous pnvation to 
deprive them of these drugs, as they aie the only 
comfoits they enjoy in this world 

So In the island of Bombay I think it would 
be feasible for Goiernment to piaotically piohi- 
hit the use of these diugs, but I cannot form an 
opinion as legards places outside Bombay If 
these drags could be had, they would be consumed 
illicitly Prohibition could only be enforced by 
prohibiting the cultivation of the hemp plant 
Prohibition would at fust occasion serious discon- 
tent among consumers In my opinion such dis. 
content would not amount to a political dangei 
I think that about half the iiumbei of consumers 
would take to alcohoho drinks and opium, and the 
other half would give up intoxicants 

86 I think that at the present time alcohol is 
to a small extent being substituted for these drugs 
I attribute the causes to fashion and the laboui 
necessary to piepaie the hemp drag foi consump- 
tion These opinions aie the results of my observ- 
ations 

87 The only diffeience I know is that charas 
IS veiy much stronger in intoxicating effects than 
ganja 

38 The intoxicating effects of flat ganja aic 
very much greater than that of garda on the 
consumers 

39 The dunking of ganja or chaias is more 
injurious than smoking these drags Ganja and 
charas aie very strong, and by drinking them a 
man completely loses his senses for the time 
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41 The moderate use o£ gan]a and bhang pro- 
duces an appetite for food, but constipatts the 
bowels This effeot is prndneed both on tho 
moderate habitual ind moderate ooeasional con- 
sumer 

42 I considei the moderate use of tlie'o drugs 
to be haimful. Ganja produces Iieadaohe and 
cough, and bhang pains m the stomach with con- 
stipation 

43 Moderate ganja and cliaras consumeis arc 
somitimes offensive to their neighhoms by being 
noisy and abusive Bhang dniikcrs are not offen- 
sive to their neighhours 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of ganja and charas on the hahitinl consumer is 
refreshing , they produce slight intoaicatiou , they 
create an appetite, and the effect lasts for about 
one hour The immediate after-effects is a feel- 
ing of lassitude and dulneos The want of subse- 
quent gratification producea longing and unea'i- 
ness As regards bhang, no immediate effect 
is produced Intoxicating is produced after 
about one hour, the driuKer feels rtfic-hed, 
his appetite 13 sharpened, and the effect lasts 
about SIX hours The after effect is a slight 
lassitude. The want of siib'eqnent gratification 
does produce a longing and uneasiness Tho 
difference between bhang and gaida is that tho 
intoxicating effects of garda are greater than 
bhang 

45 The habitual modei-ate use of gaiija and 


charas produces noxious phvsical, mental and 
moral effects on the consumer to some degioe It 
impans the constitution in time It injures the 
digestion and causes loss of appetite in time It 
causes asthma in time The habitual moderate 
use of bh mg or garda does not produce ill-effcots 
like tho smoking of ganja and cliaras 

46 The habitual excessua use of all hemp 
drugs is bal and harmful The excessive use pro- 
duces noxious effects, phvsical, mental, ^and moral 

61 and 62 No large proportions of bad charac- 
ters in Bombay are habitual moderate or habitual 
excessive consumers of hemp drugs 

63 I do not know mjself of any cases m which 
unpremeditated crimes violent oi otherivise have 
been caused by the cxcc-sivo indulgence in hemp 
drugs I liav e known of a few cases of quarrel- 
ling, where the persons abused and struck each 
other with their hands in tho gaaja smoking 
shops I have never heard or known of quarrel* 
in the bhang shops 

54 I do not know of any cases in which crimi- 
nals have made use of hemp drngs to fortify them- 
selves to commit a premeditated act of violence or 
other Clime 

55. I do not know of any cases in which crimi- 
nals have stupefied their victims with hemp drugs 
with a view to fuithor their design m the com- 
mission of a crime I do not know if complete 
stupefnction can ho induced hj any hemp drug 
vvithout admixture with some other drug 


102 XJudence of Ramohandra Krishna Kothatale, Brahmin, Inamdnr, TaluLa 

Wat, in Saiara JDistnot 


1 Having been an inhabilant of the district 
and having had various oppoitunitics ot enmms 
across people who aie addicted to this vice and 
also knowing some of the cultivators of the hemp 
plant, I nm to a ceitain extent in a position to 
lecord ray expeiience before the Hemp Commis- 
sion 

2 Yes , the definitions above defined tally with 
the vniieties known heie 

3. None m the distnet I have been living in 
None to my knowledge 

4 By the very names given m this pamphlet 
of questions 

Yes , they do 

5 Diy climate, leddish black soil and ordinal} 
rainfall are necpssaiy to the giovvtb of the wild 
hemp 

6 The giowtb of the wild hemp is somewhat 
scattered 

7 Yes, there IS cultivation of hemp plant foi 
production of ganjn only in the district I live 
in Hemp plint is cultivated in abundance in 
about ten villages in Kbanapnr taluka andintbroj 
villages in Khatav taluka and in isohted villages 
of Sataia and Valva talukas Lengie, Devikbiud, 
Valat, Sangola and Bhad in Kbauaptir taluka aie 
much famous for gauja 

8 Theie has been no Inigo inoiease in the area 
undei cultivation In 1890-91 the area iindei 
cultivation amounted to about 4 1 acres of land 

9 Kind of loil — Ganja is giown m well-irrigated 
garden land and does not tlnive in dr} crop land 
The most suitable soil is the medium leddisb 
black desciiption Such soil is generally assessed 


at from Us 8 to Us 7 per acre including water 
rate 

Rotation — The ciop to be successful cannot be 
grow n in successive }cirs It should follow a pre- 
vious } car’s crop of ground-nut, sugarcane, tur- 
menc, chillies or gailic It is found to suffer m 
quality when grown on land which in the previous 
}ear bears biijnn, jownn, gram, wheat, or sweet 
potatoes 

Fteparalion of soit — Tht land selected for the 
crop in this district is ploughed m the months of 
Ycbmar} and March, a l2-o\ plough being gene- 
rally cmploved The clods are then broken up by 
a light plough In the month of Ma} the field is 
manured at the rate of 2t carts per note of ordi- 
nniy manuie, the cost being about Us 12 per acre 
The system of ponuiiig sheep m the field is also 
resorted to The land is then again hgbtl} 
ploughed in ordei that the manure may be w’ell 
mixed with the land and any clods that remain 
are at the same time broken up The land is then 
ready to lecoive the crop by the beginning ot 
monsoon 

— The cultivators of this distiict like to 
get the seed from Ahmadn igai, as tbev sn} that 
crops giown from that seed are less liable to blight 
than crops giown flora Satara seed It is also 
said that the local seed pioduces an unusually large 
propoition of male plants called bhangera The 
piesenee ot male phnts is distinctl} injiuious, and 
large detection and immediate removal of such 
plants form an important element in raising > a 
successful ciop 

Price of seed — The average price of Ahmad- 
nagai seed is one sor (capacity) per rupee, though 
it is sometimes twice as dear The seed is sphen- 
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cal and about the size of mug seed It is biougbt 
from Ahmadnagar traders 

Method of sowing — The seed is sown with the 
usual three-dnlled implement, only one drill of 
which, however, is used 

Time of sowing — Sowing is performed in the 
months of July and August In light soil, the 
sowing is performed somewhat earlier than in 
rich black soil. 

Watering the ci ops — ^When tbe rainfall has been 
timely and suffioieut, only two wateiings of tbe 
crop are required In otbei cases tbe crop is 
watered three times at intervals of ten or twelve 
days, so arranged that the last watering takes 
place about fourteen days before harvesting 

10 In this distiiet they are not a special class 
who grow hemp plant They are mere ordinary 
cnltivatois or peasants 

11 Yes , formerly it nsed to be from the seeds 
of wild hemp plant , but of late the cultivators 
bring the seed from Ahmadnagar 

13 No, it IS not restricted to any special 
locality or province Anybody can cultivate, but 
all that he has to do is to obtain permission from 
the local authorities No special condition of 
climate, soil, etc , is necessary lor the cultivation 
of hemp plant 

14 Yes , tbe product of gan]a is prepared and 
merely chnr or round ganja is sometimes sold 
under the name of bhang But real bhang known 
as putti IS not grown or prepared in this district 
Gan]a is prepared where it is cultivated Tbe 
average yield per acre is given as about 18 or 20 
country maunds or 520 lb 

15 Tbe first process of preparing ganja is to 
cut off the tops of the plants with a bill hook and 
to throw them into receptacles placed leady, and 
to remove the leaves and small buds immediately 
below tbe top The whole crop thus collected is 
earned to a place prepared for the purpose, and 
arranged in heaps and exposed to sun to dry It 
IS then trodden under foot by men When crush- 
ed, it IS turned over, and the underside is exposed 
to the sun and then again trodden , the process 
being tepeatod about five times a day for fom 
days The next process is that of winnowing, 
which removes loose leaves and dust which are 
laid aside for use as manure The ganja is thus 
finally prepared for smoking 

16 Yes, it IS generally prepared by tbe people 
in their houses It can be prepaied from tbe 
hemp plant sown with care Simply charas is 
prepared from the wild hemp plant wherever 
grown 

17 By ordinaiy cultivators 

18 Yes, they do deteriorate by keeping 
<5anja and bhang get stale and the rats spoil 
them They do lose their effect in time It 
keeps good for six months only with ordinary 
care The causes of detenoiation are that the 
tops got stale and rotten They lose their active 
prineiple as well as tbe rats spoil them Nothing 
but due care must be taken to prevent deterior- 
ation 

19 Yes , charas is nsed only for smoking, and 
gauja is used for smoking as well as for medicine 
Charas is not much used here, not being easily 
available 

20 Some high caste Hindu Brahmins, kunbis, 
Muhammadans and baiiagis generally smoke 
ganja Nearly 5 per cent is the proportion of 
the people who smoke ganja 
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21 Blat ganja is preferred for Smoking, but the 
poorei class use ebur ganja for smoking 

22 No charas is used in this district 

23 Not to my knowledge the bhang is ever 
used for smoking 

24) Almost all classes of people dnnk bhang 
The greater proportion of tbe people is at Benares 
Ayodya, Mathura, and in many other places in 
Northern India 

25 The vice of smoking ganja is on the in- 
crease as shown by the imports into my village. 
Want of control, idleness, and the inducement 
are the chief causes of the increase 

26, (a) Ten per cent of the population 

(b) Five pei cent of the population 

27 Generally beggars who have given up the 
worldly cares and anxieties take to this vice and 
there aie other people also from the middle class, 

28 [a) One tola of ganja and bhang lespec- 
tively is neeessaiy per diem 

(6) Four tolas of ganja and bhang respectively 
are necessary per diem to habitual excessive 
consumers 

29 Ordinary tobacco is mixed With ganja for 
smoking by the people DLatura is mixed ivhen 
a man intends to make another insensible for 
lobbing of him The object or mixing tobacco is 
to make ganja more palatable and less strong 
Bhang is generally mixed with aniseed and black 
pepper The ingredients of bhang massala aie — 
aniseed, black peppei, rose petals, poppy seeds, 
almonds, coriander, sugar, cardamom, milk, etc 

SO Respectable persons make at home and 
drink bhang, so they smoke ganja also But 
there are shops where anybody can get ready, 
made massala bhang to drink The poor generally 
reduce the number of ingredients in the massala 
to reduce the cost and drink it meiely with watei, 
black pepper and aniseed There are shops, or 
say houses, where ganja is smoked and in company 
of other men of the same vice These places ate 
strictly private 

These aie generally used by males in adult life 
and not in old age — I mean bhang with massala 
But ganja is smoked till death by people u ho are 
once given to it It is not used by children except 
medically admixtuied by hakims 

31 No , tbe babit of consuming is not easily 
formed Drinking bhang is not diffieult to bieak 
off, but smoking ganja can never be broken off 
There is some tendency to go to excess from 
moderate, but not like aleohol, where one soon 
runs to exopss 

32 Social customs —If some friends meet ano- 
ther fnends who are religious they make bhang 
with massala and dunk 

Beligtous customs - — Bhang is generally pre- 
pared on one pai-ticulai day called Maha .Shivaiatii, 
by Shaivas, and it is drunk because the god Shiva 
used to drink, and on the same day the so-pie- 
pared bhang is religiously sprinkled upon the idol 
of god Shiva In the custom it is considered 
essential on this particular day only It is gen- 
erally temperate. It is not likely to lead to habit 

This all 18 about bhang, but ganja has heither 
religious nor social custom It is merely vice 
that it IS considered 

33. The consumption of bhang with massala is 
not regarded in any way as vice Theie is no 
social 01 religious public opinion about di inking 
bhang, but on the contraiy the religious opinion 
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in the cities o£ Benares, &.yodya and Mathura is 
in its favoui Theie is bad social public opinion 
about ganja-smokers, and they are looked down 
upon by society It is equally so by religions 
Ganja-smolang is geneially iii disrepute, and it 
IS because those people who smoke ganja get 
violent and often lose then heads and generally 
given up to one thing Bhang or hetap plant is 
Woishipped by one sect only, and it is people from 
Northern India and Nepal 

34. Yes, ganja smokeis, if prohibited, lose 
then flesh, get emaciated and often get mad 
I'hey cannot do anything, wmrk, mental or ph) sical 
They can nevel do without ganja smoke But if 
bhang-eoUsumers are prohibited, it mil not much 
affect their constitution , though for some time 
the want will be felt by them But after a time 
they nevei feel foi the prohibition. They get 
used But it IS not so with gaiija About 5 per 
cent of the male population and 1 h per cent, of 
the female population smoke ganja 

35 Yes , it ■will be practicable to stop the use 
of any of these drugs, but it is nob possible to 
consume the drug not illicitly. The prohibition 
can he enforced by making rules stnet and getting 
the monopoly of the drug even from the Native 
States, just like alcohol and opium It Would 
cause discontent amongst the consumers, but it 
will not lead to any political danger. The pro- 
hibition would lead naturally to othei stimulant 
drugs and to alcohol, but the alcohol would be 
expensive, and thus people would find diflicult to 
use it, and so they will find out a cheaper drug, 
such as aconite, dhatura, arsenic, nux vomica seed, 
etc 

36 No , there is no reason for thinking that 
alcohol is now being substituted for .my of these 
drugs , not only this, but it is said that a man * 
accustomed to ganja smoke necessaiily requires it 
though he takes alcohol. 

37 The effects of charas smoking arc difTercnt 
than those of ganja smoking Charas is a strong- 
ei drug to smoke than ganja It is in its 
effect veiy obnoxious to system, more so than 
ganja 

38 Flat ganja is generally used for smoking 
puiposes Round and ehur ganja is used as bhang 
for drinking purposes Pure bhang is not pio- 
duced lu this district Chur is merely the mixture 
of the two vaiieties and is not, ns such, pure It 
is less strong than the latter vanetios. 

39 No , the smoking of ganja or charas is not 
less injuiious than diiukiiig bhang Dunking 
bhang has not that nasty and injurious effect on 
the constitution as smoking ganja oi chains 
Smoking ganja or chains produces constant con- 
gestive irutation of the throat. This later on 
leads to affection of th6 lung Drinking bhang 
does not do it 

40 Yes , the use of bbaiig is prescribed by , 
Indian hakims and even by English piactitioners 
for medical purposes in many diseases , aiid the 
use of ganja is made foi cattle-diseases, and paiti- 
eularly foi horses in ma=sala as a tonic 

41 The moderate use of bhang, when diuiik 
along with massala, is beneficial to one’s constitu- 
tion, but ganja oi chains. When smoked, is never 
conducive to health iiratly way. 

(a) It is not as food accessory, but it is used to 
give tone to digestive system. 

(S) It does alleviate fatigue 

(o) It IS used as a febrifuge in some malarial 


countries, but the use is not so well marl ed 

It IS the lower classes who use the drug for the 
above purposes The proportion is very small 
Yes, it IS the moderate habitual use only that 
I allude to 

42. Yes , the moderate use of bhang drunk along 
with massala is beneficial to the system It does no 
harm, but on the contrary tones the digestive sys- 
tem and rest as a mild stimulant in general 

43 Yes, they aic inoffensive to their ntigh- 
bours , they never get violent or trouble-ome 

44 The moderate use has the following 
effects — 

(«) It aels as a Stimulant 

(i) Exhilaiatcs" the spirit 

(c) Increases the appetite 

I 

Yes , it IS lefreshing It does not pioduce in- 
toxication like that of alcohol It does not allay 
hunger, on the contrary, increases hunger The 
effects last from four to six hours After effects of 
modciate use are in fact none so to say No , the 
want of subsequent gratification does not produce 
any’ longing or uneasiness, even in pretty larger 
doses 

45 No, the modente use does not produce 
any noxious Lffects—phy sical, menial or moral 
It docs not impair the constitution in any way 
No , it does not injure the digestion or cause loss 
of appetite It does cause bronchitis, which may 
lead to asthma, and those who indulge too much 
in ganja smoke, and cat nothing for days, under 
the effect do get dysentery Bhang docs not pro- 
duce any such effect No, it dots not impair the 
moral sense or iiidnce laziness or hahits of dehau- 
chery No, it does not deaden the intellect or 
produce insanity 

46 The oxocssivo indulgence in ganja smoke 
produces insanity The insanity is of tempomry 
character It disappears if the smoking is put a 
stop to There arc typical symptoms such as 
monomania Yes, the insaiies do confess the a«e 
of the drug Excessiv e dnnk of bhang ev en pro- 
duces the abov e effects. 

47 No, it docs not appear to be hereditary 
habit , it does not affect the children in any way 

48 The Imhitml excessive use of ganja smoke 
docs produce in'mnity in persons who smoke it, 
and at the same time their children are wanting in 
all the functions of the brain, and they aie irrit- 
able and silly 

49 Yes, it IS U'cd as an aphrodisiac by males 
Piostilutes do not Use the drug for that purpose 
Tlie use for this purpose is more injurious than 
mere narcotic When used as aphrodisiac 'foi long 
time it produces impotence 

50 The excessive use of these drugs is not 
practised as an aphrodisiac Excessiv e smoking 
of ganja or oharas does produce impoteuce in the 
long run 

51. No , the habitual modciate consumers are 
not had characters Moderate consumers have no 
relation in general nor with any specific crimo, 

52 Excessive use of tbo ganja smoke makes 
the -moker violent, buf he returns to perfect 
senses, and would not be tempted to ecramit a 
great Clime He Would only ''ai ass his own peo- 
ple whom he thinks would not do him auy harm 
or who are undei his control He fears the law 
even then 

53, No, excessive indulgence in any of these 



drug"! does not incite to unpiemeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise No case have I come across 
in which it has led to homicidal frenzy. 

54, No , the criminals do not nse the ding to 
£ortif 3 ' themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence oi othei came as those who indulge 
in alcohol do 

55 No, the criminals do not use the drug to 
stupefy their victims It does not produce com- 
plete Stupefaction without admixture 

56 The effects of hemp used in moderation aie 
modified hy the mas'ala, It rendeis the diug 
palatable and mild, and aftei -effects are not so 
bad as if the drug was used by it'elf So with 
ganja when tobacco mixed before smohing modifies 
the action of the diug. It is never mixed with 
dhatura for personal consumption, but it is used 
to induce stupefaction of victims by criminals, 

57 Gania and charas are not eaten oi drniik 
in this district. They are only smoked 

58 The present system of Excise Administra- 
tion in lespeot of hemp drugs is not satisfactory 
It IS capable of improvement 

59 The only chance of improving the present 
system is to make rigid rules like conn tiy liquor 
and opium Monopoly must he made and the rates 
of the sale must be fixed by Government and not 
by the contractor, who has the option of increas- 
ing the rates as he chooses Government stoie- 
houses should he built, where it should he allowed 
to be stoied up hy the planter, and a strict watch 
kept on this will pi event the illicit sale of the 
drug 

60. The cultivation is not under sufficient con- 
trol Many people plant the tree foi private con- 
sumption, and the cultivation of the plant is not 
foi bidden, nor excess assessment is levied on the 
plantation Licenses should he issued for such 
cultivation, and not mere permission granted as 
IS now done. 

61 Charas is not pioduced in this district, and 
nothing can be said to it 

62 The real bhang is not produced and culti- 
vated in this district, hut lound ganja or chur 
IS used and sold as bhang, which is moie injurious 
than leal bhang It maybe contiolled as stated 
lu answer to the question No 60 

63 The present system of wholesale or retail 
vend of ganja and other hemp drugs is not satis- 
factory Planters of those drugs have only to 
ask for pel mission fiom local authorities to plant 
the hemp tree, and before cutting down they have 
to obtain pei mission also , but there is no special 
duty for the cultivation of hemp The hemp 
plant after it is cut down is stored up for drjing, 
when it is npe for market, it is sold to the con- 
tractor of the distiict, or anybody else, who is 
licensed to puichase at the late the owner chooses 
There is no contiol over the preparation Theie 
is every chance of smuggling The planter stores 
up the whole in his house and can keep away some 
out of the pioducts, and sell the same wheie the 
market runs highei, illicitly The rate of sale 
must be fixed by Government 

64 Expoit and import of these drugs fiom 

and into this piovince must be governed hy more 
strict rules than now existing Theie is so much 
of illicit sale now going on, and that can only be 
stopped hy making unifoim rates , and taxation 
should be made upon the quantity sold and pot as 
now given to the contiaotoi for particnlai fixed 
sum > 
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65 Bhang should he a little more taxed than 
ganja, and charas still more than either ganja or 
bhang The taxation on alcohol may proportion- 
ately he increased , otherwise there will be more 
consumption of alcohol, and many consumers of 
ganja, bhang and chaias would go m for alcohol 

60 The wishes of the people are never consulted 
or considered in any way before opening a shop 
There is no necessity of local public opinion in 
opening such shops 

70 Yes , theie are some grounds to think that 
there is smuggling going on People in Native 
States grow the plants and sell the same to the 
shopkeepers privately from the British parts 
There is no taxation or rules for growing the plant 
m Native States In my opimon Government 
must take the whole and sole right over these nar- 
cotic drugs, even from the Native States This 
will make the matter safer The rate should be 
made uniform and thereby illicit sale will he put a 
stop to 

Oral evidence. 

Quesfton 1 — The written answers I have 
given are based upon my own knowledge, 

Question 80 —There aie no shops licensed for 
consumption on the piemises in the distnot of 
Sataia The places where people meet to smoke, 
drink 01 gamble are called “ akhadas," and the 
word has a somewhat disreputable meaning. If 
places weie licensed for smoking and drinking of 
hemp drugs, they would not be fiequented, and, 
ifthey weie fiequented, it would be woise than 
the present state of things for the morals of the 
people, because consumeis would cease to feel 
shame, and the use of the diugs would be 
increased There are no shops m my district 
whole ready-made massala can he bought I 
mentioned them because I had seen them in 
Benaies 

Question 35 — The drugs I have named at 
the end of my ausn er are some intoxicating aud 
some not Nux vomica is intoxicating I have 
seen a man who began to take one seed, and 
increased his dose to three seeds a day, and 
finally died I do not know that aconite and 
aisenic aie intoxicating Other drugs that 
might he taken are opium and jaipal (cioton '’) 
The effect of the latter is strongly purgative I 
have known men to use these drugs as stimulants 
I am only well acquainted with the nse of mix 
vomica for the purpose The seeds are soaked in 
cow’s urine for seven days , then they are put seven 
days into cow-dung, after an interval of seven 
days duiing which they weie drying The seeds 
are then boiled m milk and diied seven times 
The beginnei takes one quaiter of a seed, and I 
have known a man inciease his dose to three seeds 
A gieat many bairagis and fakirs visit Wai 
where I live Dhatura is used by them, but not 
commonly It is smoked with ganja I never 
knew of the loot or leaves of dhatura being used 
I don’t know why the process of tieatiug nux 
\omica seeds I have desoiibed is adopted, but I 
suppose it IS to make them less stiong 

Question 46 — I have personally known two 
instances of temporary insanity caused by the 
hemp drugs, and one instance of a man who 
became peimanently insane I know the paiti- 
cnKrs of these cases w'oll The men aie perso- 
nally known to me Two of them I have known for 
thirteen years, aud one of them is dead One case 
of permanent and pne of temporary insanity 
occurred sis or seven years ago, and one case of 
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temporary insanity oecuired three years ago. 
They were all resident m my yilHge. The 
permanent case was that of the son of a Biah- 
min laodholdei He was about eighteen years 
old, ind went to a party of, ganja smokers oora- 
postd entirely of Bi ihmins. They were well- 
to-do persons, not piiests or mendicants One 
of the party invited the hoy Though he fre- 
queuted this company, the boy did not smoke for 
a whole week He gradually acquired the habit, 
and, after indulging and increasing the habit for 
thiee jears, he went mad He has property, 
but wanders about, careless of everything He 
still smokes in that company. 1 say he is mad 
because he neglects his property and his ablutions. 
He is sometimes coherent and sometimes inco- 
herent It IS possible the boy was originally 
invited to 3010 the company because he bad 
means His property has suffered since he 
30 inedthe party It has been mortgaged The 
company get nothing ftom him but ganja The 
company u as composed of men from twenty-five 
to thirty-five years of age They were none of 
them drinkers of liquor They wore not of loose 
or Mcious habits The company was composed 
of some fifteen men The village contains about 
fifteen hundred inhabitants The young man m 
question v\ as very strong and healthy before he 
began smoking gan]a I knew his father, who 
was a man of good physique His relations aro 
strong men None have gone insane I don’t 
remember the grand-patents It is a family of 
good standing, and I know of no mad men in it 
I can say that the company did not indulge in 
anything but ganja Some of the company 
were well known to me I nevei sat with them 
when they smoked The drugs I have mentioned 
in answer 35 could have been procured by them 
They smoked daily There is a ganja shop m 
my village The company used to smoke 
together in a temple or in one another’s houses 
They are all faiily well-to do and of respectable 
families, but they are allregaided as disreputable 
The houses weie used by the young men for 
their meetings without the knowledge of their 
parents These meetings were therefore, as far 
as possible, secret Their families and their 
caste-fellows legarded their smoking with great 
disapprob ition I am personally acquainted with 
half of the company of smokers They smoke 
111 secret, and therefoie their relatrons with their 
elders aie not honest in that they involve con- 
cealment They are none of them related to me 
I know their habits, because I watched their 
actions They have spoken to me about gaiija, 
and therefore it is unlikely they have concealed 
other habits fiom me The boy’s father must 
have been dead when he fust joined the company 
of smokeis He was a friend of my father I 
am forty-two years of age I have lived m my 
village foi thiiteen years, and 1 never saw the 
fathei during that time I was away from my 
village ten years before that The boy used to 
attend the village school His uncle was in 
charge of him His property has nearly all been 
mortgaged About one fourth has been mort- 


gaged by his uncle or his elder brother. The 
uncle and brother were not gauja smokers It 
must have been the hoy’s want of- money that 
made them mortgage the property The boy 
actually stole money from them The hoy was 
not a liquor drinker or frequenter of prostitutes 
The answer I have given under 49 is what I have 
been told It is said that tho sons of well-to-do 
people begin by taking the drug for this purpose, 
and the use ot it grows upon them until had 
results eventually ensue In the ease under 
notice, the hoy did not, as far I know, take the 
dmg for this purpose I did not know this 
j oniig man better than the other members of the 
company The bad repute of the company pre- 
vented my becommg intimate with them A man 
would not necessarily confess all his habits, such 
as the frequenting of pro 8 titnte«, because he 
confessed the use of ganja I possess little 
medical knowledge The scientific langungo 
used in my answer 46 IS borrowed from a doctor 
to whom I related my experiences I don’t 
know physic enough to state how insamty is 
caused or wliat its symptoms arc None of the 
company of smokers but the boy went mad 
The other members of the company did not go 
to excess like the hoy did The madness came 
upon the hoy gradually, and showed itself first by 
occasional neglect of Ins meals, until finally he 
became altogether careless of hiB food and everj- 
thing else One of the temporary cases went into 
the lunatic asylum In that case bhang had heea 
used to excess ' 

Q,uestion 48 —IhQ want of intelligence I have 
mentioned has been noticed by myself in some 
five or SIX families On my describing this to the 
doctor, he supplied the explanation that the 
children were wanting in all the functions of the 
brain There are other silly children in the 
village I cannot say if the silly childien of the 
ganja smokers are more or less numerous than 
the other silly children 

Question 59 — The recommendations I have 
made in this answer are, I think, necessary to 
control the use of the drug. The maximum of 
lawful possession is, I am told, five tolas, and I 
think that is a proper amount Taxation should 
be increased in order that puce should be raised 
and consumption discouraged The hemp diugs 
are taxed muoh lighter than alcohol People 
will go to cheaper drugs before they go to alcohol 
Alcohol should alwaj's be kept at a higher price 
than the hemp drugs We have a religious objet- 
tion to liquor, and therefore regard it as a worse 
habit than that of ganja Excess in alcohol causes 
death more frequently than ganja does I don’t 
advocate total prohibition, because there is a 
natural desire for stimulant, and people will hav e 
it in some form or other ' 

Question 69 — I should be m favour of stop- 
ping the sale of the hemp drugs in my village , 
bnt if Government directs its efforts to reducing 
consumption gradually, I should be satisBed to 
leave the matter in its hands 


103, Evidence of Rev. D 0 Pox, Minister, Methodist Fpiscopol Chinch, 

Poona 


In answer to your ^question as to the effects of 
the use of ganja, permit me to state a case that 
has come under my own observation. In 1891, 
while preaching to the people a man came to me 


rnuch interested about the sloiy of the Gospel 
We encour.aged him and taught him the Christian 
truths 1 noticed from time to time a strangeness 
about his conduct After his baptism I saw him 
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oEten I noticed more and more that there was 
something wrong about his physical condition 
that affected bis mind At times he was exceed- 
ingly restive His eyes haa a strange brightness 
and spittle lan from his mouth I advised him 
to Visit the hospital I went wiih him m order 
to know about his case Dr McConaghy, the 
Civil Surgeon, examined him but could not deter- 
mine what his trouble was He gave him some 
medicine and asked me to bring him the next day 
The next morning he again examined him and 
was still uncertain as to his difficulty He gave 
tbe man medicine and requested him to come 
again the next day That day I heard that the 
man used gan 3 a When we met the doctor the 
next day, I told him that the man smoked gan 3 a. 
He replied with emphasis— "That is what ails 
him I had not thought of that^' I said-— 


" The man promises to give up the habit entirely ” 
The doctor said, " Unless you keep him under 
your eye constantly he will never stop, and in 
time he will land in the lunatic asylum " Over a 
year and a half has passed since this occurred The 
man has continued to use the drug He is often 
violent, has quarrels and fights with his neigh- 
bours He IS considered a nuisance in the commu- 
nity Since I first knew him he has steadily- 
failed both physically and mentally He seems 
to be fulfilling Dr McConaghy’s prophecy 
About eight months ago he gave up his employ- 
ment in tbe Municipality where he bad worked 
for many years He now is without employ- 
ment He IS unfit foi work of any kind 

Prom all that I have seenlof the effects of ganja, 
1 am satisfied thatibis in 3 uiiousto both the body 
and the mind of the usei 
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1 Being a constant visitor at Dakore foi the 
Darshana (worship) of Sri Eanchhodraqi Maha- 
ra 3 since the last thirty years, and being in chaige 
of an Annakshttra there for the sick and helpless 
sadhus, bairagie, etc , and for all soits of helpless 
people in then sickness for the last nineteen years, 
I had some opportunities oE knowing the habits of 
sadhus, bairagis, religious mendicants, e tc , and 
after the receipt of the following questions in the 
last month I personally went to Dakore— a place 
where thousands of such pilgnms are ever to be 
found, to collect and verify Bie infoimatiou given 
below It consequently mainly refers to sadhus, 
etc , and other soits of people who lead fin ascetic 
life wherever possible, information as to the 
habits of common people is also given Chapters 
V and VI are the only ones dealt with 

19 Charas is used only for smoking. Ganja is 
used for smoking as well as for being chewed and 
eaten after washing it m water Ganya when 
chewed and eaten is strongex in effect than when 
smoked Consequently, when fire is not procur- 
able, or when more mtoxioatiou is desired, ganya 
ischened There are veiy few people who use 
ganya like tins. The generality uses it in smok- 
iiig , ganya, instead of being smoked alone, is also 
smoked with layeis of tobacco above and below 
Chaias is hardly obtainable in Guyarat , conse- 
quently it would not be far from truth to say that 
there are none in Guyarat addicted to chaias smok- 
ing 

20, Those v/ho smoke ganya are to be found in 
great numbeisat centres of pilgrimages, and most 
of them ire sidhus and bairagis and such other 
religious mendicants, who having left tbe world 
devote their life in pilgrimages and worship and 
meditation of God Besides these, those who lead 
a vagabondish life and maintain themselves on tbe 
alms they get from Sadavrats are greatly addicted 
to ganya smoking 'J’he three higher classes, 
Brahmans, Kshatnyas, and Vaishyas, look down 
upon these practices, and those who use ganya or 
charas are hated by the public Among the agri- 
cultural classes of Guyarat there are not many 
who are given to ganj i smoking They form only 
a small number 

In Dakore almost all the sadhus, ban agis, yan- 
gams, nagdas, dwarkawashis, teets, nanukshais, 
etc , smoke ganya, and consequently a considernble 
portion of the male population of Dakoie is also 
addicted to the game habit by the company and 


example of the above people, and in the seoreey 
of their resorts 

In Guyarat this habit is not to he seen fai and 
wide What little of it exists is to he found at 
the centres of pilgrimages, such as Dakore, Sidha- 
pur, Chandod, Kadi, etc , and in towns and vil- 
lages where there aie places and akhadas of 
sadhus and bairagis, etc , and it is from them 
tiiat the habit radiates The people of those vil- 
lages and towns where here are more of such 
places, or where many such sadhus, etc , come and 
go, are gieatl v affected by this habit, and in pro- 
portion to their number they impart their con- 
tagion to the surrounding villages also 

This habit is the result of company But the 
use of gpinya is on the decrease in Guyarat owing 
to the spread of education, and the slow, but 
steady, growth of a healthy public opinion 

Native-made tohaooo cigarettes are greatly in 
demand now-a days, and that is the fashion of the 
lime among the common people Among the 
latter alcohol is also to some extent substituted 
among the lower grades of society 

iV B — In answering the questions wherever 
" sadhus, etc f or " sadhus, bairagis, etc or simi- 
lar woids are used, the following are meant to be 
included — sadhus, bairagis, yangams, nagdas, 
dwaikawashi!., ateets, nanakshai, and such other 
people who are generally designated by the people 
as sadhus, or bairagis or abdhoots 

Sanynsis, those referred to and explained in 
answer to question 24i, are not included in the 
above class 

21 Three kinds of ganya are known in Guyarat 
as ascertained by me from the sadhus, etc, of 
Dakore — (1) gaido, (2) baluohar, and (3) hlavo 
Baluchar is that in which the leaves are flattened 
and are with twigs Lilavo is produced on the plant 
in the form of buds oi flower tops Then meiit 
for the purpose of intoxication is in the order in 
which they are slated In Guyarat only the hlavo 
kind of ganya is sold, and that is what is generally 
used in the provmce Gardo and baluchar are 
baldly obtainable in Guyarat, and none of them. 
IS produced in the piovinoe Charas is also not 
produced in the province, Charas, gaido, and 
baliichai are not drunk like bhang after being 
crushed and powdered This would bring ou 
soreness and inflammation of the throat Conse- 
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queiitly it is tlie lilavo Lind oC g-inja winch is 
arnuk like bb-ing It is also eaten by oliening 

22. Chans, gardo, and baluebar are produced 
in Kashmir and Yaikand. They are u^ed by 
people from that nortliern side of the country 
Being considered capable of imparting great 
vigour and warmth to the body, the greater the 
seventy of the winter and cold of the counfrj, 
the greater is their use 

Charas, which is at the head of tlio intoxicants 
produced out of the hemp plant, is collected and 
prepared as follows — Wlien the hemp plant, 
grown on the land from which baluebar and gardo 
Lind of ganja is produced, reaches the height of 
5 feet. It is eiistomaiy for men to put on a 
leather robe and move about in the field, whereby 
the gum-like sticky juice on the flowers gets 
attached to the leathei robe This joico is re- 
moved by means of a knife fiom off the robe, and 
IS rolled up in the form of Email peiieil-bke pieces 
Ae much as is wanted for smoking is detached and 
smoked 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking, so far as 
my source of iiifoimatioii goes 

24 As there n. no objection to the use of 
bhang, it is capable of being used, and is in fact 
used, by tho^e that have a tasto for it from all the 
tour chsses — Brahmins, Kshatrj as, Vaishj ns, and 
Sudras Bhang is greatly used in drinking iii 
Kashi (Benares), Kashmir, Nepal, Mathura, Ajo- 
dhya, Haidwar, and Praj ag In Gujarat, people in 
Surat, Broach, and Baroda, also use it for drinking 
in the summei season as a cooling beierage 

The sadhus, etc , do not as a rule use bhang as 
they use gauja A great portion of tlie sanjnsis, 
those belonging to the fourth state intended foi a 
Hindu householder, drink bhang In Chandod 
and Karnali these live in great numbers 

25, Among the sadlius baiiagis, etc , the use of 
ganja and cliaias and that of bhang among the 
=anjaeis is, so far as I am informed, the same 
Ganja is most in favom with sadhus, etc Among 
the common people in Gujarat the use of charas is 
notpreialont at all, and that of ganja is on tho 
decrease — firstly, because public opinion is getting 
stionger against it owing to the influence and 
spread of education , and, secondly, because liquoi 
shops haling been opened fa- and vide ovei the 
country and enticingly located have to a great 
extent leplaeed the foimor use of ganja by the 
labouring and lowei classes The use of bhang 
IS abo on the decrease, because the higher classes 
that took no objection to its use as a lefieshing 
and a mild intoxicating dunk have begun to dis- 
like it. It being against terapeiate habits, and not 
in consonance with the modem idea of icflnement 

26 Charas being bardly obtainable in Gujarat, 

there are almost none among the sadhus, etc ,in the 
piovince who use it Ganja is almost universally 
used by all of their class , and all sadhus, etc , maj 
be said to he habitual consumeis, about 40 per 
cent being excessne consumeis, Bhang-drinking 
is not so much in existence among sadhus, 
bairagis, etc , as ganja smolnng Prom the com- 
mon people in Gujarat there might be found 
about 400 persons who are habitual moderate 
consumers of bhang as a dunk On this side of 
India there are hardly any who can be called habi- 
tual excessive consumers of it As for occasional 
moderate consumers, their numbei is veiy laige 
bntvarjing, and many respectable people may 
be among the number , 

27 As said above, ganja smokers are most of 
them sadhus, bairagis, ateets, etc They are most 


of them non-Biahmins, who having left the world 
for one leason oi another (whether of poverty, 
disinclination to undergo the toils of earning a 
livelihood, or from piiiely religious motnes) tako 
to this habit by the open piaotice of tho class to 
which they belong. 

The rest arc from all classes, but those who 
take to this habit (of ganja-smoking in Gnjarat) 
are generally leading a ngaboiidish life, who 
having no biains for usoliil pursuits, and baaing 
plenty of money and bad company, are avowed 
spendthrifts, or, being penniless and without em- 
ploy ment, kill their time by this sort of indul- 
gence in company of their well-to-do friends or 
sadhus, etc Such people coming in connection 
with brothels of vice, or being given to loafing 
habits, take to this ns a pastime or to drown 
their moral degradation This class is daily de- 
creasmg 

Bhang drinkers belong to all the classes, high 
and low, but the number is going down Many 
addicted to ic begin by using it as a cooling bever- 
age in the hot season, and by constant u^e in com- 
pany become victims of it In feasts and friendly 
or marriage dinner parties, it is customary to pie- 
paic a mild bhang drink for amusement and for 
being able to do full justice to the dinner ex- 
pected. 

Sany-asis use bhang both as a cooling drink and 
for the purpose of concentration iu study and 
meditation 

A great portion of Sbnstris (Pandits) also drink 
bhang as a help to the memory and concentra- 
tion 

The Zavens (goldsmiths, those who deal in 
gold, and jewels, and pearls, etc) always take 
blnng in ordei' to ho able to acoiiratelj value their 
articles of trade 

29 Geneially ganja is smoked alone by the 
sadhus, etc. Sometimes, however, tobacco is mix- 
ed with it. 

(i) Tbeyaloitiof ganja is prepared m the fol- 
lowing way — Ganja is first washed in water and 
then dried , and it is then crusbed into a fine 
’powder Homy and sugarcandy is then mixed 
with it, and then nutmegs, cardamom, leaves of 
Zanriis coma, musk, cloves, mace, Thoniea iut~ 
petlnum (a medicinal loot for removing constipa- 
tion), long peppei, roots of piper aie added on to 
the preparation as spices. This ynkuti of ganja is 
used by wealthy people as a luxury' for intoxicat- 
ing purposes In Baroda a considerable amount of 
people are to be found who resort to this luxury 
It IS used by people who do not like to smoke 
ganja as being socially degrading 

I am not awaie of any piepaiation called 
bhang raossala sold in the Gujarat markets for the 
pm pose of being mixed with bhang or tbo other 
two products of the lienip plant , but with minoi 
variations, according to the practice of the v aiions 
piovmces, certain spices are added to bhang when 
it IS prepared for drinking pmposes Black 
popper com, diied rose leaves, and poppy seeds are 
always added after being crushed, and sugar, 
except sometimes with habitual drinkers, is also 
always added For making a rich dnnk of it, 
pistachio nuts and the seeds of the tiee called 
Ghirongia saptda are also added to the preparation 
after being crushed But a preparation called 
majum, prepared out of bhang, is sold in the bazars 
of Gujaiat town It is prepared as follows 

Bhang is washed with water and dried It is 
then crushed into a fine powdei and mixed with 
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milk The latter is then turned into curds, md 
this when leady is churned like oidinary curds 
to t ike out buttei and make ghi (c'anfied buttei) 
outofit Then chasm (symp) oE sugar or sugar- 
candy 13 prepared, chasm being tho Gujarati name 
for sugar hoiled in preparation foi conserves or 
sweetmeats The gl i prepared as above is then 
thrown into it, and along nith it all the spices used 
in piepariug the Y"kuti of ganja as mentioned 
above are added. This when allowed to cool down 
and cut into square or irregular pieces is the 
inajuui of bhang 

30 Tho use of all these three drugs is the 
re-ult of companj , and it alwaj s takes place in 
company. It is hardly practised in solitude, 
except in the case of sadhus and other people who 
are habitual excessive consumers , hut in their 
case also now and then a company of smoTcers 
gathers together In Gujarat I know of no 
females who use ganja or cbaras in any form 
Charas being hardly in use here, it is only ganja 
wbrnhiB also totally confined to the male sex It 
IS above the age of fifteen that among, common 
people ganja smokers aie to be found Among 
sadhus, young men below this age might be found 
smoking ganja Female sadbus and bairagis 
sometimes smoke ganja Bhang as a drink is 
sometimes given to clnldien above seven when in 
company of their male leiations or friends But 
that IS rare and in very small quantity Females 
sometimes fake bhang as ft drink during the hot 
season when offered by their male relations, but 
seldom of their own accord The majum of bhang 
IS sometimes used by uncared for or vagabond 
children above the age of ten, and perhaps by 
females, but that is very rare Except the use of 
bhang before dinner parties and in the hot 
season, and by sanyasis.yaveris, shastns, and a few 
habitual consumers, tho use of the other two drugs 
cannot he said to be pievalent in Gujarat to a 
considerable extent, except among the sadhus, etc , 
at centres of .pilgrimages, and in their places and 
resorts wherever they bo 

SI 'The habit of using bliang as a drink is not 
difficult to be formed The dnuk preparation 
being delicious is liked, and may very soon giow 
Into a habit But the use of it for a day oi two 
does not dispose a person to have it the next day 
A long use of it does foim the habit Intoxic mts 
"when once formed into a habit are always 
difficult to break off, because when once habituated 
the person feels a sense of dspression without the 
jiarticular intoxicant used by him But the diffi- 
culty does, indeed, differ in degree Opium, for 
instance, is very difficult to leave Off Charas 
'might come next, then ganja, and then bhang 
The latter, however, can be left otT when tho habit 
is moderate without any great sense of depiession 
With a little more effoij ganja can also be left 
off 

Yes, all these drugs when once habitually 
used m a moderate degree develop the habit, and 
'when "they are assimilated with the system, the 
person habituated must increase the dose in order 
to have 'the same amount of intoxication 

32 It IS Hoi customary in Gujarat to supply 
any Of these drugs at the two impoifan't occasions 
■of life, mainage and death, when friends and 
relativeB assemble together As said above, some- 
times in mainage leasts some friends meet to- 
gether and prepare the bhang dimk , 'but that is 
haidly supplied iby the hpst Being taken by a 
select company, at is never excessive, bnt always 
temperate. But these are not the occasions when 


the use of bhang as .a dunk ever deY.elops into a 
habit 

On the great Hindu holiday of Shivaratri, 
the followeis of Shiva consider it to ibe an act 
of gieat merit to prepare the bhang dnnk and 
pour it over the Shiv Ltng (the idol of Shiva), 
and then it is considered allowable and meiitoiious 
to drink it Bhang taken as a >drink 'is nevei 
injurious to the health if it is modeiatelv used 
To habitual moderate or excessive consumeis of it 
it causes flatulency, but it is considered to be 
strengthening the semen vinle, 

33 Among the three higher classes — Brahmins, 
Ksbatriyas, and Vaisliyas of Gujarat — the use of 
gauja (and much more so of charas) is alwaj s looked 
down upon, and nevei favourably considered 
The pel sou using it is looked upon as vagabond 
and a scamp, and it is considered as a serious blot 
on bis reputation The majoiity of all the three 
classes heartily bate the use of ganja Conse- 
quently, when any one belonging to these three 
cla'^ses smokes or otherwise uses ganja, he has to 
do it in secret, and is ashamed of it in public 
Such 18 the public oninion on this side against 
the use of ganja , but if one openly smokes it, he 
does not tbeieby lose his caste, asm the case of 
liquoi or "Wine drinking 

Among the agiicultural classes also ganja 
smoking is to be found to a small degiee only 
On this side, even among the Sudras, ganja 
smoking IS so unfavouiably looked upon that one 
fiom that class also would consider it low breeding 
to use it 111 public The use of ganja for smok- 
ing and other purposes is in disrepute in Gujarat, 
because it is, firstly, a stionger intoxicant than 
bhang, and all sorts of intoxicants aie disallowed 
and looked down upon by the higher and healthy 
public opinion of the province, and, secondly, 
because smoking of anything in any foim is 
alwaj s in disrepute with the Hindus. Among 
the sadhus, baiiagis, etc , ganja smoking is 
openly practised for the benehcial effects which 
it produces, and which are congenial to the con- 
ditions of their order of life 

So far as I am aware of, the hemp plant is 
never worshipped by any class of people in 
Gujarat 

The use of bhang ns a drink is never unfavour- 
ably regarded by the public, except where the 
habit IB excessive Bhang is geneially in favour 
with the general public 

34 The use of bhang as a drink would not at 
all be difficult to leave off, it being a mild intoxi- 
cant Only to the habitual excessive consumer it 
■would require some exertion aud strength of mind 
to overcome the habit Ganja and chans being 
■stronger intoxicants would leqmre propoitionately 
still greater exertion to leave off their use But 
none of the three nie, like opium, quite difficult 
to leave off, and none would involve serious priva- 
tion to forego their use so fai as the consumer is 
not a sadhu, haicngi, etc 

Almost all isadhus, bairagis, etc , use ganja 
for smoking purpose^, and with them it would be 
a serious thing to forego its use j because being 
poor and always travelling, and living in open air 
Without any warm clothing or any clothing to 
allay Ibe effects of .heat and cold, the conditions 
of then habit of life necessitate its use 

Bhang diinkers dniing the 'hot season fcTrm a 
considerable numbei, about 15 or '20 per cent, 
m Gujarat In Northern India land lat places 
such as Mathura, Benares, etc , its use is of 'couise 
very great. Those who in Gujarat use it occa- 
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sionally on occasions of dinner parties and feasts 
are mueli fewer. Habitual drinkers of bhang all 
round the year cannot be more than 200 in the 
whole of Gujarat If the number of zavens 
(goldsmiths) and shastris who dnuk it, perhaps 
habitually, for brightening their perception and 
memory, be added, the whole numbei would stand 
at about 400 in the whole of Gujarat 

Ganja smokers other than s idhus, etc , cannot 
be more than 6 per cent Cbaras is hardly to be 
had in Gujarat. Consequently, there is no appie- 
ciable number of men who smoke it 

35. It would neither be feasible nor advisable 
to totally prohibit the use of these drugs, hscausc 
they are in that case sure to be consumed illicitly 
And I am sure among the sadhus, baiingis, etc , 
the prohibition of ganja would occasion serious 
discontent, because besides being Used as a pas- 
time, it IS looked upon as a necessity by the con- 
ditions of their order of life, and especially as 
curbing the cainal desires. 

I cannot exactly say whether total p-ohibition 
of ganja would or would not cause political 
danger if it were extended to the whole of India 
Bat I can say for Gujarat that the number of 
consumers is so small and ever changing —most of 
them being sadhus, etc , moving about the coun- 
try — that no political danger is to be feared from 
a total prohibition of the use of ganja, though 
seiious disoontsnt cannot be avoided at such 
uncalled-for interference But in the noith of 
India, and all over the country, there is such a 
large portion of the population who are sadhus 
that these, having nothing at stake, and being 
reckless and easily irritable people, it would not he 
pohtio to meddle with them 

As a great portion of the ganja and charas con- 
sumers are sadhus, etc , they aie not likely to take 
to alcoholic stimulants, these being forbidden by 
the religion and their order A great portion of 
those from the common people have already taken 
to alcohol, the lower classes who live upon manual 
labour Those who aie habitual bhang drinkers 
are also not likoly to have recourse to nlcohoho 
stimulants if the use of bhang he probibiied 
Most ot the bhang dnnkers being taken from the 
good ind respectable classes, they are, as said 
above, not likely to take to alcohol But the 
remaining people who use it for intoxication are 
likely to migrate to alcoholic use, and I am able 
to say that some already have 

86 Yes, the liquor shops having been too 
temptingly located without any exercise of the 
right of local option, alcohol has been of late to a 
great extent substituted for bhang and ganja 
and opium This substitution is due — 

Utlj / — to the too tempting location of the shops 
in all the parts ot towns, this being due 
to the present farming system whereby 
it 18 the interest of the contractor to laise 
as much revenue and as much profit by 
his business as possible , 

2ndly — the want of local option, whereby the 
wishes of the inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood are disregarded as to the loca- 
tion of the shops , and 

3rdly—\la& article being sold ready-made, requir- 
ing no accompaniments or paraphernalia 
as bhang, ganja, or charas would do, and 
being for flie above two reasons leady at 
hand, is preferred to both of these 

As for the proof of the substitution of alcohol 
for these drugs among the common people, the 
increase in the revenue deiived from alcoholic 


stimulants is a sure indication of this and of 
nothing else 

37 The difference in the effects of charas from 
ganja smoking, so far as I haie been able to 
ascertain from the sadhus, etc , is that while the 
former does not cause constipation of the bowels, 
the latter does so long as its effect lasts If 
ganja is smoked just at the time when one is dis- 
posed to answer the call of nature, his howols 
would be constipated so long as the effect would 
last, but alter the intoxication has gone down 
they would move 

The smoking of lilavo ganja causes taja garmi, 
as the native doctors call it — a disposition to skm 
diseases It also brings on headache 

Charas, gaida, or balucliar smoking does not 
cause these jnst mentioned effects It simply 
brings on a refreshing sort of rosy intoxication 

38 Except the effects of smoking lilavo ganja 
which are mentioned in the just preceding answer 
those o( gurdo and balucliar differ only in degree 

40 In cases of lohiwa (a disease of women of 
daily menstruating blood mstead of at the menses 
time) the use of bhang is considered as a medicine, 
and It produces a benefionl effect The strength 
and staying-power imparted for sexual purposes 
by bhang when used as a drink is also well- 
known 

41 (a) The moderate use of chans and gnnja 
creates good appetite and nets as a food-digestive 
It also increases stiength of hodj 

The use of bhang as a drink also whets the 
appetite and nets ao a food digestive, hut so long 
us its effect continues 

Both the moderate habitual and the moderate 
occasional use produce the same effect in the case 
of the drugs , the lattei on account of being not 
assimilated With the sjstem as a habit, being in 
degree more effective than the former 

(i) Chaias and ganja, m propoition to their 
respective intoxicating power, keep groat warmth 
in the body in cold season and countries , owing to 
their use, cold does not affect the body, the 
effects of sleeplessness , aud fatigue are counter- 
aoted and idleness is removed Sadhus, bairagis, 
etc , use these two drugs more than any other 
because by their help they are enabled to live and 
lie m open air in severe weather without anything 
to spread or cover their body, and because they can 
safely bathe with cold water in any weather with- 
out feeling cold or shiver Eor these effects the 
moderate habitual use of the drugs is ueces'ary. 

(d) The habitual moderate use of charas and 
ganja removes moodiness, keeps the mind cheerful, 
enables full concentration of mind in their worship 
and prayers, weakens and destroys the semen vinle, 
and thereby deadens sexual desires — the most 
necessaiy desideratum for sadhus, etc — makes the 
body vigorous and energetic, and increases courage 
and promotes the power of suffeinnoe 

Charas and ganja are used by sadhus, hairagis, 
etc , loi these purposes, so that they may be able 
to woiship God with concentration without any 
fatigue and the effects of exposure, etc. 

The sanyasis use bhang, but never ganja or 
chaias, for the purpose of concentration m study 
and meditation 

43 The sadhus, etc , use these drugs in Older to 
be able to bear with cheerfulness the toils and 
programme of their order of life , consequently 
they are necessarily inoffensive to the public at 
large, and the moderate consumers of these diuge. 
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taken flora the common people are also inoffensive 
to then neifjhbours The moderate use of these 
drugs never tends to make the consumer trouble- 
some and offensive to his neighbourhood 

44< The immediate effect o£ the moderate use 
of all the three drugo on the habitual consumer 
is indeed lefieshmg Being habitualj it doss not 
produce intoxication, but it infuses vigour and 
strength in tlie system. It would never allay 
hunger, but would whet appetite and help diges- 
tion Comparatively the effect of bhang lasts for 
a longer time than that of gan 3 a So long as the 
effect of bhang continues, it acts as a digestive, 
but after it has gone down it produces windiness 

The use of c haras and ganja necessitates the 
use of milk, sugar or sugarcindy, and ghi (clarified 
butter), for without them health would be under- 
mined But if they aie taken, strength of body 
would increase Similarly, if proper food be not 
taken, health would be seriously undermined, and 
blood would consume away Those who use these 
two diugs like very much to eat sweetmeats, and 
believe that without the lattei the body would be 
wasted away 

45 The moderate habitual use of charas or 
gan 3 a makes the consumer easily irritable and 
impatient of contradiction It also impairs his 
virile powers seiiously The use of bhang, on the 
contrary, makes the consumer of a very quiet and 
considerate disposition, and his virile powers got 
stronger 

As said above, gan 3 a and charas impair and 
undermine the health if proper food be not taken 
after their use The food should be necessauly 
cooling in order to counteract the effects of these 
drugs Gan 3 a and charas do neither iu 3 ute diges- 
tion nor cause loss of appetite, but, on the 
contrary, whet it Bhang, so long as its effect 
continues, creates appetite, but after it is over it 
pioduces flatulency and loss of appetite 

46 The habitual excessive use of charas and 


gan 3 a totally destroys the virile powers and makes 
the mind writable and deSant at the least pro-voca- 
tion Gan 3 a ca-nses strong constipation of the 
bowels 

47 I can say that even the moderate habitual 
use of charas or ganja produces certain perma- 
nent effects on the system of the children The 
child becomes irritable and oonstipativ 6 , its ejes 
get weak , the growth of hair on the head is very 
small , it does not grow vigorous, and its limbs 
do not develop so much Tue form remains 
diminutive 

48 The habitual excessive use of gan 3 a or 
charas produces similar effects in a proportionately 
greater degree But in both these cases, if 
proper and cooling food be taken, the effects are 
counteracted 

49 As has been more than once incidentally 
stated in answers to some previous questions, the 
effect of gaii 3 a and charas tends to produce im- 
potence , aud greater the use, the gieatar the 
tendency to that end Bhang strengthens the 
virile powers and makes the couaumeis disposed 
to it 

51 A good percentage of bad chaiacters may 
be habitual consumers of gan 3 a, moderate or 
excessive, but the use of this is not the cause of 
their committing crimes Neither are all gan 3 a 
and charas consumers criminal classes or bad 
characters, nor do all criminal classes or bad 
characters use them necessauly Crime has no 
connection with the use of these dings 

55 Sometimes I have heaid of eases in which 
the smokiDg of gan 3 a, or the drinking of bhang, 
or the eating of the ma 3 um of bhang, has been 
the preliminary, wnereifter the victims of it were 
made to do things which in their consciousness 
they would never have done, e y , ot signing a 
document detrimental to the signatory’s inteiests, 
or the parting vnth of an ornament without 
knowing its consequences. 


106 Evidence of Rao Bahadur Govindbao Ramohakdra Gabud, Pleader 

Elniha, Khandesh 


1 Fiom enqnines and general information 

2 The only products known in this district of 
the hemp plant are bhang (leaves of the plant) 
and gan 3 a (the flowering top) The definitions 
given in question may be accepted for this district 

3 The hemp plant does not grow spontaneous- 
ly in the distiiot of which I have knowledge 

4 It IS known by tivo names, t e , bhang and 
ganja as mentioned in answer No 2 Yes , they 
lefer to the same plant 

5. I have no personal information on the point 

6. It does not grow wild in this district, so I 
can give no information 

7 Yes, in some villages, particularly in the 
Jalgaon Taluka 

(a) For the pioductiou of gan 3 a 

(c) For the use of bhang 

Keliabie statistics of the area under cultivation 
can be obtained from the Colleotoi of the district 

8 I hear there is no considerable increase or 
decrease in the area of cultivation 

10 There IS no special class winch cultivates 
hemp for narcotic properties, so far as I know it 
is cultivated by ordinary agriculturists 
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11 It IS not pioduced from the seed of wild 
hemp 

12 No, so for as I know 

13 Yes, it IS restucted It cannot be culti- 
vated without a license from the Collector of the 
district 

14. Gan 3 a and bhang. In the Jalgaon taluka 
to a small extent 

15 Cultivated hemp plant is used for smoking, 
eating and drinking, and prepared in the following 
methods — 

For smohng — The flowering top of the plant is 
rubbed on hand and repeatedly w islied with 
water, and then mixed with tobacco and 
smoked in the pipe 

For eahng — The pounded leaves are eaten 
without any admixtuie , hut in rare cases 
sugar 1 - mixed in it Also sweet cakes are 
prepared from the decoction of ,the leaves 
called ma 3 um or yakuti * 

For dnnling — The drv leaves of the plant ate 
usually U'ed for drinking purposes They 
are reduced into paste and then mixed 
■with water, and the solution thus pre- 
pared IS strained through a clotn more 
than once, and when thus prepared, it 
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i <5 used foi drinking The proparntion is made 
strong or mild as required 

17 There is no particular class of people to 
whom the preparation o£ the hemp diug is lu. 
siriotcd 

18 They do deteriorate, hut do not quite lose 
then effects Tliey keep good for not more than 
a yeai Weather causes deterioration I cannot 
suggest any measures to pievont deterioration 

19 Ganja is used horc onl) for smoking 

20 A small poition of iho pooler elass"s smoke 
ganja Tlieie is no particular localit} to u inch 
the uso IB contiiiod, but it is used more in places 
uhcre the climate is damp and inalnrious 

21 Gan 3 a prepaicd for smoking IS goticrnllj flat 
and round 

22 Charas is not to bo had hero or n'cd 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking in tins dis- 
trict 

24 Maruadi and pardtsi classes more generally 
eat and drink bhang, but e^on among them the 
propoition IS not large The use is not restricted 
to anj paiticiilar loealitj or portion of the distnot 

2o I do not think the use of tiicsc drugs is on 
the increase 

2C In this district among ihe consnipcr' of 
bhang and ganja the number of habitual moderate 
consumers is pi ett) largi, (c) the mimbor of occa 
sional moderate consumers ia not 1 or} large. W) Oc- 
casional excessne consumers aie also, I think, rare 
(A) The number of liabitual excessive consumers is 
veij small 

27 I cannot give definito information on tho 
point 

29 Tn the case of ganja tobacco is invariably 
mixed, and that of bliang tho mixture is usually 
of pepper and some tna'sala and sugar Some- 
times milk IS al o used to give flavour to the drink 
by well-to-do persons acoiistomcd to drink bhang 
Dhatuia is ver) rarely used and onh by exces- 
sive smokers of ganja with the object of get- 
ting more intoxicated Yos, the bhang massnla 
IS sold by gioecrs The more usual lugredionts 
of bhang massala are as follows • — 

(1) Badi shop (ani=eod) , (2) kasni , (3) gulab 
kali (rose buds) , (4) miri, i e , knh iniri (pepper) , 
(5) badam (almond) , (G) kakdi 1 a bij (cucumber 
seeds) , (7) kbasl Ins (poppy seed), (8) vilayacbi 
(cardamom) , (9) sakar (sugai) , (10) dudba 
(milk) , (11) dliane (coriander seed) 

When tins massala is mixed with sugar, milk 
and bhang, it is caUod dudhiya 

SO The consumption of these drugs is prac- 
tised more in company than in solitude It is 
mainly' confined to the male sex above the age of 
25 or 30 It 18 not at all usual for children on 
this side of any classes to consume any of theso 
dings 

31 Not, except in the case of reckless persons 
when in the association of habitual consumers It 
IS not difhcult to break off the habit, if not of a long 
standing ^ocessarlly the drugs have no tendency 
of mcreasing tho habit, but is increased by tho 
association of people habituated to the oxcessivo 
use of the drugs 

32 The only custom known m thi-. part of the 
district IS that worshippeis of the god Milmdev 
legard bhang as the favourite 'drug of that god 
and some use it devotjoiially on the Shivaratra and 


other Shiva fasting days On tlio night of the 
.''hivaiatra holiday tho worbhippers of the god 
Jlnli idev, in worshipping the god, bathe the god 
with bliang and tlien use the liquid as a sacred drink 
Yes, the ii'O IS coiisidond sacicd and cs-enfinK 
by tlic devotees of Mnliadcv 'lo bo temperate 
or excessive depmds on the habit of consuraers 
If it 15 excessive, it would be injurious 

33 By the noii-consurairs it is not favourably 
regaided Tliere is no public opinion worth mon- 
tioniiig, either religions or social, in this part of 
the country in regard to the jiraciicc I attribute 
tlie hcntiment to tbc inloxieiting properties of 
the drug Tho worshipping of the hemp jilanl is 
not known in tins part of tbc country. 

3] Yc«, itwonld, I tliink, be a Forioiis privation, 
particularly in the case of ascetics, to forego the 
constimplion, as it is a sv>f qua non of their iti 
ncrant life Tim exact miniberof the ch“s ca'inot 
be given, but it is a pnttv largo one 

35 (a) J tliiiik it would not bo feasible (4) 
^cs. It would be coii'-iimed illicitly (e) By en- 
acting a severe law prohibiting the cultivation, 
impoitation and sale of thiso drugs (r/j Y(s, 
I think so (f) Yis, not iinlikclv (/) No, not 
to a perceptible extent, great many jieople such 
ns hniragis and other nsceliC'-, as well as men of 
several cIt^cvs who now use thcsi drugs, will never 
sloop to use ale iliolie sliinulaiifs instead Other 
drugs such as dhatiirn, bachanngi, etc , as well .s 
opium will likely bo resort'd lo 

30 No , 1 do not think 

38 I can say notbing 

39 I think smoking must rntber bo injurious 
(ban eating or drinking 

10 I do not think the native doctors pro- 
scribe the use of these drugs ns a medicine But 
the fiipenor kind of bhang is used bv native 
doctois ns an iiigicdicnt in medicine used fordiar- 
rhma and other bowel complaints Ics, the druers 
aie used in tho tiealmrnt of certain catllc-ciiseascs 
But blnng 13 often given in flour to fa'igucd 
horses and bnllooks to refresh thorn, and it is 
given to cattle for iiiercasing their appetite 

tl Yes Bhang IS considered to bo so I'cs, 
according to native works on medicine bhang Ins 
fcbriluge piopirties .and IS used in nnlanous and 
unhealthy tracts with such object It is used as 
a sort of refresher wlueb keeps spirit 

All classes uso the drug, but their proportion 
IS small in this part of the country 1 refer to 
the moderate habitual nso 

42 The moderate iioc of bhang is barmle'.s 
But tho smoking of g.anja is rather inj'nrious to 
licalth 

43 Y’c=, they are inoffensive 

44 Tho effect of moderate uso of those driiers 
is refresbing Y'es, it prodnccs intoxication It 
does not alloy hunger. Yes, itcieatcs appetite 

47 I don’t think 

48 I don’t think the excessive uso of anv of 
these drugs leads to an bcroJitary liabit or in any 
way affects the children of the consumer 

63. I don’t think and 1 am not aware of any 
such ease 

64 I don’t think 

'58 I am not acquainted with the sv stem 

61 Charas is produced, I hear, in this dis- 
trict 
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68 Theie are no boiises and shops^ as fai as I 
learn, m this district licensed foi the sale o£ these 
drugs on the premises o£ which they are consum- 
ed 

69 No , wishes of the people aie not consulted 


(not even for the vend of liquoi) before a shop 
IS opened No, I don’t think, 

70 I think the duty is fully paid I think 
not 


106 . Eoidenoe of Ra-O Bahatitiii Utiohua-O Achut Hauihae, Deshast Brahnnn, 

Pleddet i Bislriet Court, Belgaum 


1 The answers to the questions below are framed 
from several investigations made by me with 
legard to the hemp drugs, my chief souices of in- 
formation being tbe ganja contractor and the pei- 
sons who habitually use the hemp drugs, and 
others 

^ I have had no sufficient and detailed informa- 
tion before I received these questions I bad 
some general information, by the light of which I 
made careful inquiries on the receipt of these 
questions 

S The narcotic articles referred to in the ques- 
tions are Inoally known by the following names 
Ganja, bhang or subji, and chains 

The plant which produces these above things is 
locally known as the " gan 3 a plant ” Ganja plant 
does not grow in this district, but it is said that 
it grows in the Satara, Ahmednagai and some 
other districts Gauja is not manutactured here 
Only tiie flat gan]a isimpoited heie from some 
other districts, wheie it is grown and manufac- 
tured Bhang is seldom used Round gan]a and 
charas are not at all used, nor are they Sold heie 
But a very few people possess a very small quan- 
tity of charas obtained directly from the place 
nhsie It IS manufactured 

Gan 3 a plant produces three things, vtz , gan 3 a, 
chains and bhang Gan 3 a consists of dried flower- 
ing tops of female gah3a plant It is made flat 
by being trodden under foot and also pressing it 
under a heavy weight Bhang consists of dried 
and broken leaves of the gan 3 a plant Cliaias 
consists of tbe sticky substance or resinous matter 
which 'sticks to the palm of the hand while re- 
moving the leaves of the gan 3 a plant, and which 
substance is shaped into small pills. 

3 to 6 I have no information 

7 No , hut there is a species of hemp plant 
known as “ambada” in the Marathi language and 
“ poondi ” in Canarese, which is used for cordage 
ot fibre , hut it IS quite diffeient fiom the hemp 
plant which is referred to in the questions 

13 It IS not cultivated in this district, but in 
the Sataia, Ahmednagar and other districts Its 
cultivation is not common to all districts They 
say it does not require a heavy and constant ram 
fall, so its cultivation in some parts of this district 
IS not impossiblfe But I cannot exactly say why 
its cultivation is totally neglected in this district. 

U No 

18 Gan]a and bhang (don’t know about chans) 
deteriorate by keeping long Yes, it loses in 
quality in time With ordinary caie it will be 
kept good for about a ) ear The special measures 
to keep it fiom deteiioration consist in exposing it 
to air and not allowing it to nave any contact 
with dampness or water 

(T) Statistical return for the year 1892-93 
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showing the levenue of the whole district of Bel- 
gaiim — 


TiLCKAS 

Rs 

1 Cantonment of Belgaum 

''55 

1 Town of Belgaum 

800 

1 Talul a Chikodi 

895 

1 >, Athani 

210 

1 „ Gokak 

315 

1 „ Parasgad 

160 

1 „ Sainpgaum 

790 

1 „ Ifbanapnr 

390 

3,906 


(2) The leVeuue of the jear 1893-91, Rs 3,687. 

19 Gaii 3 a is only used here foi smoking Cha- 
ras is very laiely or not at all used 

20 Almost all the gosawis and baiiagis and 
(some) professional songsteio use gan 3 a for smok- 
ing Some lower el isses of Hindus and Muham* 
madans also use it in temples, m then respective 
houses and in other places in company of their 
friends 

Pioportion of smokers cannot be ascertained 

21. Flat gan 3 a only is used here for smoking 
“ Chnr ” IS used by the poorer classts 

22 Charas is not at all used heie 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking in this 
distiict 

24 Bhang is prepared into " ghota ” and used 
for drinking by some peop'e in almost all the 
classes Biiang is eaten m the form of “ ma 3 um” 
tablets, which are prepaied by the admixture of 
bhang, sugar and ghee Propoition of the people 
cannot be ascertained 

25 The use of gan 3 a nnd bhang is reported to 
have increased, because-— 

— Population IS increasing with inpid 
studes 

Sndly — These are comparatively cheap intoxi- 
cants 

Srdls ' — Contagious influence of the suiround- 
mgs in the lower classes 

4tAly — Want ot education among the back- 
waid classes 

26 Cannot be ascertained 

28 Moderate consumeis use one tola of ganja, 
whereas habitual excessive consumers use five tolas 
pel diem The price of a tola heie is six pies 

29 Tobacco is ordinapily mixed with gan 3 a by 
Consumers and dhatura also is sometimes mixed 
by some people, the ob 3 ect being that the ad- 
mixture produces more intoxication Bhang mas- 
sala IS not sold here, but the massala consists of 
sugar, poppy seeds, owa, ginger, and cocoanut 
juice 

30 Extent ot consumption m solitnde or in 
company cannot be ascertained It is consumed 
by the male sex above twelve years of age at any 

2 F 2 
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stage of h£e But the female sis also in lower 
classes, for instance, bowas and bairngis, uso tlio 
drug 

Si. Tho practice is easily formed by keeping com- 
pany with habitual consumers It is dilhcult to 
break off this habit Moderate use of it has a 
tendency to develop into an excess 

82 Though tho use of the=e drugs is forbidden 
by religion, it is a custom among somt Hindus to 
take bhang in tho foim of ghota (drink) on some 
religious oct isions, vtz , JDurgn Puju, Kojagar, 
Shnaratra, etc 

83 People of some position in this part of the 
country never use ganja or bhang liny regard 
it as a disrepute, and the society aho looks down 
upon those who uso those drugs with contempt 
I am iiotawaio of any custom ol worsliippiiig the 
ganya plant, as it is not at all cultivated here 

3k To foiego the eonsiimptioii of the drug 
would be a privation to iho consumers Ganya 
smoking and ghota dunking keep the consumers 
in humour and easy Its absence would iiices 
t sarily croate uniasmcss , tlie con«iimtrb would 
seem to miss an impoitant thing and they would 
even ravi liko mad men , without it they always 
seem to 1 ihour under some aiiMoty , their dige>- 
tivo power is also greatly unpaired, they grow 
Weaker and weaker day by day Probable number 
cannot he asccrlauicd. 


(o) as digestive, 

(J) as alleviating fatigues and to givo stay- 
ing power under severe exertion or expo- 
sure, 

(c) as preventive of disease in malarious and 
^ unhealthy tiaots, 

(d) it stops diarrhoea, relieves pains in the 
rectum It is, as a smoke, .vlso used to 
remove or relieve syphilitic bone pains 

Fakirs and bairagis, professional musicians and 
labounng classes smoue ganja and drink bhang 
modeiately and habitually m cases (a), (i) and 
(cl Bawas and bairagis cook it with then meals 


e\ on In the case of (d) it is used by all clnsse 

occasionally 

42 It IS said to ho harmless as 11011 ns 
beneficial hinny persons have been t ilaiig it for 
a long time and arc perfectly heahliy 

43 Almost all of them aio inoffensive 

44 Immediate effect exhilaration of spirits, 
attended with a peculiar kind of hallucination of a 
pileasiiig kind Btfrcshing to n certain extent In- 
toxication later on It in the brat pi icc produces 
hunger I cs , it creates appitite Lffect lasts for 
between two and four houis The want of snb- 
Ftqntnl gratification products longing and some 
untasintss 

45 No 

10 Hxcessive habitual nse of any of thiso drags 
does impair tho constitution, docs injure the 
digestion and causes loss of appetite , produces 
asthma and d y si ntcry , imjmirs the moral sense and 
induces la/moss It is not h! ely to produce 
habits of debauchery It deadens the intellect 
and it IS likely to produce insanity 

47 The habit docs not seem to bo hereditary 
Surroundings do lofluenco the children in con- 
tracting this habit It docs not affect tho pro- 
geny of tho moderate consumers 

48 Ilcgard being had to tho answer to question 
4C, there is a tendonoy to affect the duldrcii of the 
oxce sivo consumers to a certain extent. 

If) Yes , ganja and Minng are prescribed by 
native hakims and quad s as an nphrwlistao with 
other ratdicincs It is stud to ho used by pros- 
titutes not exactly as an aphrodisiac , hnt it is 
given to young girls to privent pain in the first 
coition Not more mjiinons Docs not produce 
impotcncy. 

61 Not in the majority of cases The mo- 
dcTote use has nothing to do with anv enmes 
It in the form of '* mnjum ” is said to be used 
by thieves m drugging persons to facilitate theft , 
but it IS very generally mixed with dhalura 
53 No. 

64 I am not aware of any such cases 

65 Yes, to facilitate theft and rape Com- 
plete stupefaction can bo induced without admix- 
tures if administered to those who arc never in 
the habit of using ganja 

57 As far ns mj information goes, ganja and 
charns are not eaten in this district I hear ganja 
mixed w ith sugni is eaten m the Bengal presi- 
denej 

58 The present sy stem of Excise Administra 
tion seems, as far as I am aware, to ho working 
well in tins district, and hence no improvement 
appears to he necessary for the pnsent 

GO Ganja is not produced in this district 
G ) Charas is not produced in this district 

GS Hemp plant is not oultivatid in this dis- 
trict 

63 At present tho contractors make wholesale 
purchases of ganja and bhang and sell them in 
retail to the customers The original quality of 
these dings is not spoiled by’ these contnetors by 
adulteration and other foul means As long ns 
this IS the case, there seems no need of improve- 
ment in this direction However, the maximum 
quantity of these drugs, much less than that 
allowed in Form A of the iiiles framed under the 
Abkan Act of If- 78, which at a time should le 


35 Regard being had to questions 40, 41 and 
44, it would not he feasible to iiroliihit the total 
use of any of these drugs If it is prohibited 
totally, there is every probability' of its being 
consumed illicitly Such prohibition should be en- 
forced by raising taxation by legislative eiiaot- 
ments SuoU prohvhition would for somo time 
produce disoontciit amongst tho consumers Smh 
discontents have not the slightest tendenev to in- 
volve political dangoi of any sort The total pro- 
hibition of ganja and bhang is likely to he followid 
by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 

3G Can’t say . 

37 Charas is not at all used here, but from in- 
formation received I learn that it is more intoxicat- 
ing than ganja smoking 

38 Only flat gauja is iisid here Chur ganja 
is used by the poorer classes of consumers The 
chut is less intoxicating than the flat ganja, 

39 It is said that the smoking of ganja and 
charas are less injurious than eating ganja and 
drinking “ghoti'' of bhang. 

40 Ganja is presciihed by native doctors for 
piles and fistula It is also used for fomcutations 
externally for the same diseases, also used os sti- 
mulant and tonic foi cattle and also for cattle 
diseases with some admixtures 

41. Yes, the use of ganja and hliang is beneficial 
in its effects — 
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«:oldto llio cnplomprs m refnil, sliouldj in MOW ot 
dippoiingiiig cxcepou o U'c, be fixed ns in Ibo eve 
oC ojitum nnd nlcobol. 'Ibo rates also sbould bo 
rcguhttd, 

Ci I SCO no objection to Ibc existing Regula- 
tions go\eming the import of these drugs 

05. The present tnx"tipn on gnuja nnd bbnng 
IS consi-tent and just with reference to each olbor, 
but ns compnred nith other intoxicants {alcohol, 
etc) it IS verj low It would tliertforc he expe- 
dient to nifcO the present taxation on the drugs 
Bj so doing its wide use would he discouraged 

CC Tlure should he no different rates of taxa- 
tion on the three difTeroiit hinds of ganjn grown 
in Bengal and in different lotnbties, liccausc the 
cquahtv of taxation is to ho tnatnt uned, nnd the 
Goro’-iigiciit will not bo pul to trouble m macs 


tigating the different qualities o£ the different 
hinds of gnnja, 

67 As tbo oonsutners do not seem to murmur 
to paj the picsent tax, I see no objection to tbe 
present method of taxing gaiija and bhang 

68 There are no such shops or houses here 
But there should he such, nnd those too should 
bo feiluatcd in markets and othei public places 

C9 At present the wishes of the people are 
not consultca before a shop is opened. Local 
opinion ought, I thinh, to ho thus considered, 

70 Bor the better administration of excise, 
and to reinoao all doubts of smuggling, it would 
he reasonable to purchase from the Natu e States 
Ihoir rights of selling ganja and bhang by giving 
them adequate compensation as in the case of 
toddj , etc. 


101. JCridetwe of N.uio DiiAKvnio, T^rahmn, Pleader, Jalgaon, Ptslnct 

Khandesh, 


1 1 have hid no special opportunities of oh- 
tauimg information regarding the mailers con- 
nected with liemp dnigs I havi, however, 
fnmid the following answers from the cxpcrienct' 
of those who are cngiged in producing ganja 
and whode-il in it, and from local information 

2 As far as nij Inowlodgo goes about these 
things^ I can eifclj answer that Dr Pmtn’s de 
fiititi'iiP can he ocCipted for this district, and 
thev are not known hj anj other local names 
than tho'o gutn hj Dr Pram 

'1 I have the knowledge of the Khandesh 
distnet of tile Bondni prisidcncj, from which 
1 can nfti) ^nj timt tin' hemp plant dots not 
f] oiitantouslj grov in tins district 

4 It IS not 1 nown hj anv other name to the 
p‘0p1c of thvs di'lnet 

5 Narc'itio wild hemp doss not grow at nil 
in this dis’nct A kind of herb grows in the 
jungles and is I nown by the name wild hemp 
It doiT 1 ol pOB'iss narcotic jiropcrties It is used 
in nudiriiief 

0, As wild hemp does not grow at nil in this 
district, I iin unshio to siippij any information 
rcga'ding it 

7 Hiinp IS cultivated in Jnigaon nnd Savvadn 
talnkar of this district for the production of 
ganja and for tho use as bhang to the extent of 
about 25 acres a rear, and neither for the produc- 
tion of char, is nor for its fibrcB, nor siods (Tbe 
seed TcqmrcHl forllit production of ganja or bhang 
IS imported from Khundwa ) 

S, As the ganja vendors in this district import 
gniija from the C'entrnl Provinces and sell it here 
on account of its suptnor qiialif j, a decrease has 
reconllj been eansed in tbe area unde r such culti- 
vation About ten jears ago tbo cultivation of 
ganja was proliibitcd in Cintral Provinces, when 
it was exported there from this district The 
ar»a iben under sncli cultivation was about 200 
acres Non there is no suth prohibition in those 
provinces 

9 In Furamrr dajs tbo land is prepared for 
cultivation bj jilougbing and harrowing it After 
tlic sitting in of the raoiisoons nnd after two or 
three rainfalls tbo ganja seed is sown into tbo soil 
thus picpared lij m imphmcnt of husbandry 
called wokbar, driven by two bnlloeks, to one 
end of whitli is attached a wooden pot through 


winch the seed is dropped and thus sown in a 
regular hue Those linos ore made at the distance 
of two or two-and-half feet from each other bj 
roc Ills of another wokhar driven hj its side Six 
davB nfti>rwn>-ds tlie ganja plants grow up A 
month thenceforth tlie plants become so dense 
that it liceomo'- necessary to remove some of them 
with a view to preserve the distance of three 
inches between each )>laint A week aftcrwaids 
(he loaves of all plants are removed, reserving 
onlv (he topmost part, with leivcs about six 
inches in length Then the examiner of ganja 
plant txaminis ihcm and removes males if there 
tie anj The examination is continued from week 
to week until Uio ganja crop is reaped Generally 
tins cultivation IS made in rainy season, and in case 
of drought water fiom wells is used once in every 
weel Nearly SIX months after the date of sow- 
ing the harvest of the ganja crop commences 

10 The persons who cultivato hemp for its 
narcotic projertics do not form a special class 
Tbev belong to the same class as other agricul- 
Innsts 

11. There js wild hemp in this district, and so 
the jilniits culliviited for the production of ganja 
arc not niiscd from its seed, 

12 As there is no wald licmp in this distuct, 
I am unable to answer this question 

13 Tlic cultivation of the hemp plant for 
pniija IS not restricted in this district It is 
cultivated only in Jalgaon nnd Sawada talukns 
The ordinary rainfall in, nnd tho climate of, this 
di-lrict arc rcBpcctivcly Bufiiuent for, and con- 
genial to, tho growth of these plants Tho soil 
must bo partly wliito nnd paitly blnok The 
cultivation of gniijn is not impo-siblo m any part 
of this district 

1 4. Refer to tho answer to tho question 7 

15 As there IS no wild ganja in this distiiot, 
no difference hotween the processes of preparation 
of wild and cultivated gauja can bo given The 
process of preparing tho latter is as follows — 

Three different parts, wr , (1) the tops of tho 
twigs, (2) tho twigs, cut off, nnd (3) the 
ganja taken out of the twigs of the hemp plant 
are separated nnd heaped apart from each other. 
ThcFC hcajiB are heated in the sun for an hour 
They are afterwards tmrapled umloi foot They 
arc turned over nnd again exposed to the heat of 
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the sun and traWpled Tins process is lepealed Io» 
tliiee days, and the gnnja gets rcadj Naklli 
gniija IS reduced to ohur, and the other two kinds 
get flit Tho gc»n 3 a thus prepared is used in this 
distuot for smoking only 

16 Bhang IS not prepared by people in their 
houses Thcie is no wild gaojii in this distrioi, 
so we do not know whcthci bhang, ganja oi 
chains is ever produced £iom the wild hemp 

17. Tho preparations o£ ganja and bhang lire 
made by faimeis. 

It*. Ghnias IS not prepared In tins district 
Gan 3 a deteriorates by keeping for one year after 
its pi eparation, whether ordinary care be taken or 
not I am not aware of anj itieasmes to pievent 
deterioiatioh It quite loses its intosicaling pio- 
perties after keejnng for one 3 'enr 

19 Clnras is not prepared here Gan 3 a is u«ed 
for smoking only This use of it is prevalent in 
this district as well as throughout India It is 
also used for medicinal purposes 

20 Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, fakirs, and 

others of the like class smoke gan 3 a at their lodg- 
ings ; but among other olass of people tho propoi- 
tion is 1 or 2 per cent As clnras is not produced 
here, I cannot give any information about it 
- 21 Flat and round gaUja are geiierall} pre- 
ferred for smoking Cliui is used for smoking 
generally by tho poor j 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking In this 
district 

24 Almost all the gosavis, bairagis, and others 
of the like class cat and drink bhang and also a 
few of the other classes 

25. Tho use of gaa 3 a and bhang is uoither on 
the increase nor on tho decrease 

28 In the case of the habitual moderate con- 
sumeis the average allowance IS 2 tolas per daj, | 
which Costs 2 annas , and in others the nllow.ance | 
IS 6 tolas, costing 5 annas 

29 Men who drink blinng ordinauly mi-? with 
it milk, sugar, lose buds, saffron, cardamoms, 
opium seeds, and peppei , because such mivcd 
drink IS tasteful and fragrant And this is called 

bhang massala ” Dhatma is not so used 

30 The consumption of gan 3 n and bhang is 
generally practised in compin) Respectable and 
gieat men, if they have got this habit, piactiso it 
in solitude It is mainij confined to the male sex 
The children do not consume it in this distiict 
It IS not confined to any time of life 

d 2 In somepaits of Northoin India, in which 
the hob season is rigoious, males, females, and 
even children drink bhang moderately, simply as 
a means to lessen the effect of the season, and not 
owing to its narcotic ploperties The oecasionnl 
drinking of bhang in hot season does not lead to 
the formation of the habit nor produce in 3 urioue 
effect 

33 Respectable men of this district generally 
detest the practice of dunking bhang, much more 
that of smoking gan^a The consumption is held 
in disrepute on account of its narcotic 10311110118 
tendencies and not on the ground of any leligious ' 
principles 

There is no custom of wolsbippmg the hemp 
plant in this district 

34 It will be a seiious piivation to the habi- 
tual consumers to forego the consumption of the 
drug they 'use They will be uneasy if they will 
not get It 

85, It will not he feasible to prohibit the use 


of any or all of these drugs The drug ivill he 
consumed illicitly To entorco prohibition will 
not be advisable The prohibition is suio to occa- 
sion serious discontent among the consumers 
Such discontent will not amount to political 
danger 111 this district The prohibition will not 
be followed by recourse to alcoholic slimnlants 01 
other di ugs Alcoholic stimulants and other drugs 
will not servo its or their purpose 

36. There 18 no reason for thinking that alcohol 
is now being to a certain extent substitnted for 
any of Iboso drugs 

37 Clnras is not smoked in this distnct, and 
tbeicfore no answer can bo given to this question. 

38 Ganja, flat or round, produces more intoxi- 
cation than “ cliur ” 

39 The smoking of any preparation of tho 
hemp plant is more injurious than drinking or 
eating the same 

40 Native doctors use tbe«o drugs in medicines 
on account of their medicinal qualities Those 
drugs are also used in tho treatment of cattle-dis- 
ca^c 

41 Moderate use of bhang and ganja is beue- 
fieinl in its effects — 

(0) ns a food digestive if mixed with other 
articles , 

(1) to give staj ing-power under sev Cl e exer- 

tion or exposure, or to alleviate f.itiguo , 
(c) as a preventive of disease in maim ions 
and unheiltlij tracto; 

(tf) to prevent diseases from dirty water 

4 2 The moderate use of those drugs is bene- 
ficial foi those who got the habit , and I consider 
the moderate use of nn> of the»o drifgs to be 
harmless, as intoxication produced from tho use 
of these drugs is not so strong os lu tho case of 
alcohol 

43 Moderate consuraois are inoffensive to their 
neighbours 

44 The habitual consumers of bhang and 
ganja get themselves refreshed immediately if 
they use these drugs modeiatelj They can give 
strength to them onlj who cm get sufficient milk 
and gheo Thoj do not produce intoxication in 
habitual moderate consumers, but produce in tho=e 
only who use it but seldom It does not all.ay 
hunger, but increases appetite The intoxication 
lasts for about tlirec hours Af tern ards tliej are 
consumed again, and the want of subsequent 
gratification produces une isiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does not pioduco any noxious effects, phjsi- 
c vl, mental, or moral 

The constitution is somewhat impaired if milk 
and ghee are mot taken in sufiicant quantilj , but 
if the man gets milk and ghee, Ins constitution 
becomes strong. It docs not injuie the digestion, 
nor cause loss of appetite, but, on tho contrary, 
increases it, When they aie not well digested, they ' 
cause asthma and not dysonterj It does neither 
impaii generally the moral sense nor induce lazi- 
ness or habits of immorality, nor produce debau- 
ebery It does neither deaden the intellect nor 
produce insanity, except to a very small extent m 
those who cannot get substantial food This in- 
sanity IS likely to Cease as soon as the habit or 
smoking ganja or dunking and eating bhang is 
given up The symptoms of insanity may be 
iL-induoed by the use of the drugs after liberation 
from restraint The insanes who have no recorded 
ganja history confess the use of the drugs 
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I am o£ opinion £iom local information that the 
use of these drugs by persons suffering from mental 
anxiety or brain disiase will not give th“m real 
relief, although it is popularly supposed that it 
alleviates pain to a certain extent The insanity 
may often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp 
drug by a person who is deficient in self-control 
through weakened intellect 

46 The habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs IS very harmful One becomes weak 

47 Use of any of these drugs does not appear 
to be a hereditary habit It dots not affect in any 
way the cbildien of the modeinte consumer 

48 Please refer to the inswei to question 46 

49 The moderate use of any of these drugs is 
not practised as an aphiodisiac Prostitutes do 
not use it for that purpose The use of these 
drugs for this purpose is not moie injurious than 
its use as an ordinary n ircotic The use of hemp 
does not tend to produce impotence 

50 The excessive use of any of these diugs is 
not beneficial to health It is a danger to one's 
occupation The habitual excessive consumer is 
alwajs in the state of intoxication, and conse- 
quently unable to follow his ordinaiy puisuits 

51 Theie is no large propoition of bad 
chaiacters of habitual moderate consumers of any 
of these drugs The moderate use has no connec- 
tion with crimes in geneial or with cume of any 
special character 

5S There is no benefit from upng any of these 
dmgs excessively An inimodeiate consumei is 
always in the state of intoxication That is a 
bar to bis occupation and loss to his profit The 
consumers spend large sums of money in buying 
these drugs, and consequently come to want. 

53 The excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs does not incite to unpremeditated crime, 
violent or otherwise The man who uses the drugs 
sits silent or sleeps, and I don't know any case in 
which it has led to tempoiary homicidal frenzy 

54 These drugs are not used by criminals to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 

^o£ violence or otherwise, because they do not 
create strength in them if used 

55, Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce then victims to partake of any of these 
drugs, and so stupefy them Complete stupefac- 
tioiT can be induced by these diugs without ad- 
mixture of any other substance in the case of 


those who are not habituated to smoke, eat or 
drink ganja or bhang 

56 Intoxication is pioduced iii a greater degiee 
when the hemp is used with dhaturj seed, whether 
used modentely or excessively 

67 I do not know about charas, nor I know 
whether ganja is used foi diinking or eating 
purposes 

58 The present system of excise administia- 
tion m this district is well enough with respect 
to hemp drugs and does not require improvement 

60 Ganja is produced in this district I think 
the cultivation of the ganja-beaimg plant and 
tlie process of its preparation are sufficiently 
controlled, and the system requires no modification 
in any respect 

61 Chains is not produced in this district 

62 I think that the cultivation of the hemp 
plant foi the production of bhang is suffioiently 
conti oiled 

63 I have no objection to the present system 
of (a) wholesale, [li] retail vend of (I) ganja, (2) 
bhang, or pieparatioiis of them, 

64 1 have no objections to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export and impoit of these 
diugs, or of their preparations from and into your 
piovince or their transport within the distiict 

65 The taxation of (1) ganja, (2) bhang, is in 
my opinion reasonable, and does not require any 
alteration I do not know anything about charas 

66 In my opinion it is not necessary that 
there should be diffeient rates of taxation for 
different kinds of ganja, because the different 
Linds of ganja are produced fiom the same plant, 
and no significant diffeience is noticed ip then 
effects 

67 I have no objection to the present method 
of taxing (1) ganja, (2) bhang 

68 In this district shops are 1 censed for the 
sale of those dings and not for consuming them 
theie And I think that such shops or houses 
should not be pei raitted for the lattei purpose 

69 The wishes of the people aie not consulted 
01 considered m any way before a shop is opened 
in any locality, and measures are not taken for 
the purpose Local public opinion should be 
considered on such occasion 

70 Ganja is not smuggled in this distuct 


108 JEvidenoe of DkSi A3A.n Sonoi ary Sect etary , Bombay Branch, East 

India Association^ Bombay 


Befeirmg to the subject in connection with the 
hemp drugs, the Branch Association have no special 
objections to offer, but they respectfully observe 
that no liberal-minded people would ever apply to 
the Government foi the entire prohibition of the 
use of hemp drugs or preparations made therefrom 
because they ate injurious It is tiue that hemp 
drugs and preparations made from these drugs aie 
much more deleterious to health than opium, but 
notwithstanding, these drugs are in common use by 
a very large part of the native population of this 


country and to which some of them are attached 
It IS also true that these drugs have good qualities 
as well as bad 

The only good and wise measure, which our 
good Government should adopt for the benefit of 
the people, IS to impose more stringent precau- 
tions and restrictions upon the sale of these drags 
than they have on the sale of opium, and to 
increase the severity of the punishment for the 
adulteration of liquor and othei beverages with 
hemp drugs 
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109 UotdeiiGc of Sc\a ak Lal Eaiisonjjas, Sccreianj, Ai'ja Samoj, Bomhay 


The Ary a Snma] fulij syrapithiscB «ith the 
ob 3 ects of the Commission referred to, ns the 
pniicijiles and tenets of flic Snmnj enjoin on its 
memhers totnl abstinence from all kinds of lutoM- 
cating drugs 

The Samij, however, is of opinion that any 
governmental action in the direction of fnrtlier 
restricting the preparation or sale of the drugs will 
be productive of very little good The baniaj 
believes that education of tbo inassea is the only 
pro|ornnd olfeelivc remedy for coueciing such 
baneful habits, and fears that any compulsion in 
tins matter is likely to drive ibo consumers of 
these comparatively lunoenous drugs totlie use 


more injurious intoxicants that are plentifully 
supplied to the peoph like the various preparations 
coiitnining nicoliol The Samaj, thoiofore, prays 
that 'ho bovcrnmi nl, actuated ns it seems to be 
in taking these step-. by high moral motive^, would 
bo pleased to devise iiica-nres lor ihe ristriction of 
the sale of Enropcan lujuor in India, which is per- 
petrating a great havoc on the mords and the 
physique ot the Indian people 

The Samaj forvenlly hopes that the compara- 
tively lest, injiinmis drugs of Indian origin may 
be left to themselves, until tlie strong hand of 
Government ih ible to chiek the rapidly growing 
diftusion of European liquor in India 


110 JEvidchCe of Bao Bahaduu VISIl■\^A^A^u Kisiiama Joglbkak, Biohmn 
Soiolun, Kttutjgx tii Bharionr 


1. I have had no special opportunities of studying 
the question of hemp dings Aly desultory read- 
ing of the liternturo on the sulijci t, my casual 
intercourse with the p‘ople using the drug, ns 
well as the remarks made to me hy others in con- 
versations or observations noted by me vvhoiuver 
I came across persons affected bv the ovcr-indul- 
gent use of the drug, are the only sourees of the 
information contained iii these replies 

2 Though I have once touted through parts of 
Northern India, I linvo confined mv answers to the 
SIX districts of the Soiitborn Division of the 
Bombay presidency, namely, Kolaha, Ilatiiagiri, 
Knnara, Bijapiu, Bclgauin and Dliarwar, foi the 
mam reason that I can speak for them with gnnter 
confidence as to the ncournov of my statcincnis 
than for any otlur portion of India 

All the varieties of ganja are more or less 
known in this port of India, hut only two of them 
are sold, or in other words commonly used, « e , 
flat gnnja and broken gimja, the latter is also 
called bhang Tlio delinitmns given by Dr Pniiu 
accord with the description given hy persons who 
during their long readence in Northern India wore 
personally acquainted with the cultivation of hemp 
and the preparation of its numtrous varictus for 
eating or drinking, but in these paits “chur,'” 
powdered ganja, is called bhang i t is used in 
the preparation of dunks and sweetmeats and not 
for smoking 

8 In none of the districts embraced in these 
replies does the hemp plant grow spnntaiiemisly, 
and the questions 4, b and 6 under this chapter 
require no answers 

7 Two varieties of hemp are more or less widely 
cultivated m tbo division for the sake of fibre. 
They are known as iagii and ambada, tbo botanical 
equivalents lespectively bung ” Crotalana junccaf 
“ Hibiscus cannabtnusf and the approximate ana 
of their cultivation fiom the latest publislicd re- 
turns are as below — 


2^sxne of the district 

Area in acres of col 
tlratlon of 

* CrotaJariojuveeo * 

Area In acres of enUi 
Tstlon of aml^ia 
^liucus conna 
tinus 

Kolaha 

604 

178 

Eatnagin 

Canara 

1,670 

93 

08 

Bijapm 

91 

6,438 

3,362 

Bolgaom 

2,223 

Dharwar j 

119 

4,308 


Blit the hemp plant which prodiiic'! ganja 
bhang, etc , IS only cultivated on a vcrvsm ill 
sealc in tbo rollettomte of Bij ipur and in the 
States of Jnmkhiiidi and Jnia 

9 Tbo method of cnltivalimi fulloucd i.- not 
mnrkid with niiy prculiuitv Hio only diUicnltv lies 
in wee ling out the male plants ind thus prevent- 
ing the female kind from seeding Tlic seantv cul- 
tivnlioti which exists at Bijapiir appears to havcin- 
(nased from 83 giinllias m IhSS-bO to 18 acres in 
181)2-113 Tins slight incna'c seems lo have been 
fully Mistaiiifd by nlical demand The district 
of Hijapiir docs not inijiort much from ontside, 
and w bat it imports isihicllyiif not 'ololy, from 
(lie neiglibonnng State of Jata, it lias no lees 
than 83 retail shops licensed for (he sale of ganja 

I personally visited the farm at Bijapiir, in 
ordir to sio with my own eyes the cultivation of 
hemp and also the process of tbo manufacture of 
gnnjn The method of cultivation docs not much 
differ from that of jowari The soil is well 
ploughed some four times and levelled by moans of 
harrow It is at the lime when the process of 
levelling le going on (hat manure is thrown over 
the soil The prcliminnry procisi, I mean the 
pressing of the soil, is coinmcnctd gencialiy m 
I’lngnn or Cliiiit, March or April, and is com- 
plo'cd nboiit the end ot Jesht, June When the 
land IS tlins well prepared, the ganja sotd is sown 
in the field by means of drill (kurgi), a sowing 
implement, the same that is need when sowing 
jowari, with the only difference that tliotwoof the 
three holes of the drill are closed, and the third 
alono IS kept open This is done to allow more 
space between the rows of the crop The sowing 
operation commences about the end of July or 
beginning of August The seed, after it is sown, is 
coveicd under earth by means of Balgunti. After 
a week the off shoots are found to appear over 
the surface of the ground "tA hen the crops grow 
about one foot high, the grass is weeded out by 
hand, and later on, as it grows taller, the grass 
between the rows is removed by a grubber (yadi- 
knnti] about twice a month, until the crop is 
ready for harvesting. If the rains hold off and 
there is a long break, it sometimes becomes neces- 
sary to water the crop. It takes about four or five 
months for the crop to bo ready for reaping, and 
the harvesting period is about the beginning of 
Jnnuaiy "When the crop is fully grown up, the 
tallest jdant may be found to measure about 6 or 
7 feet 
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10 Cultivators m Bi 3 apur do not belong to 
any particular class, 

11, 12 and 13. I have no answers to give to 
questions 11, 12 and 13 

14 The only product prepared in B japui and 
Jat 16 {ranja broken and flat Bhang as defined by 
Di Pram is not pioduced in Bijapur. 'Ihere is 
nowhere a demand for it in the sis colleotorates 1 
am writing about, and I have satisfied inyoelf in 
moie districts than one by ptrson illy enquiiiiigat 
the retail shops tint bhang as defined by Di Plain 
IS never sold in these parts The “ebur,” bioken 
stuft, which sometimes passes under thit name 
and which is used in the prepaiation of drinks, 
answers to the desciiption of bioken ganja and is 
sent herewith as a sample Whit is, howevei, 
bought as bhang by consumeis is simply “•chur ” 
or broken gan]a 

The process beginning with the reaping of the 
crop to iis final stage, when marketable ganja is 
produced, may be briefly described as follows — 

There being no wild hemp in any of these si\ 
district®, my account refers to the cultivated hemp 
from whicii ganja is produced 

The female plants commence to flower about 
the beginning of January , the more advanced 
among them bear flowers a bttle earlier It is, 
liowever, about the middle of January when the 
ganja flowers attain maturity, a pi oof of whien 
IS to be found in the change of coloui from green 
to brown and from the dropping of the leaves 
The cultivator at this stage sells the standing 
crop or himself cuts it and manufactures ganja 
Cutting IS generally done in the morning The 
crop n not cat down all at once The most 
matuied plants arc selected, and the top» (ends) of 
the flowery branches are cut wiih a sickle Those 
that remain below are plucked by hand When 
the flowered twigs are thus separated from the 
plants, they are carried to the place, at no gieat 
distance, intended for tieading The place is 
somewhat hardened and cowdunged Over this 
ground they spread dry leaves of the same plant 
all over The flowered twigs pre then placed in 
layeis in square forms Tins is done in the morn- 
ing In the afternoon, at about one o'clock, the 
men, after meal, return to the place, and then 
three to foiii among themselves aie set treading 
and tramping over each square about 10 x 10 
feet and about six inches deep 

This process continues foi about tbiee or four 
hours, the twigs being turned up and down at 
intervals The stalks and the witheied leaves aie 
then removed. They leave the twigs on the same 
ground the whole night, unless they think it will 
ram at night 'The process of treading is thus 
repeated for four days successively, and when the 
fifth turn IS over the procoas is complete, when 
the flowers assume a flat shape. The stamping^ 
and treading 'is done with a view to iorce the 
small stipules and flowers to adhere to each other 
and form one mass The resinous exudation on 
the ganja enables the flowers to form into one 
mass very effectually In Bijapur only flat ganja 
is manufactured and no other kind. 

The chur or broken ganja is not, however, the 
pioduct of any particular or special preparation, 
but the result of the process of treading and 
trampling When it is going on, poilions of the 
floweis drop down bioken, and such parts of it 
as cannot be pressed on the spikes and made to 
stick thereto are collected and packed separately 
This IS chur or broken ganja, which passes heie 

TOl VII 


I under the name of bhang Ihe ohur oi bioken 
I ganja may also be said to be the powdei or residue 
which IB naturally accumulated at the bottom of 
ganja bags during conveyance 

I visited the place of manufacture at Bijapur 
on the 16th and 17th of the cuiient month 
When I visited the place, it was about 2 o'clock, 
and the piocpss of tuading and tianipling the 
ganja floweis was going on The process is con- 
tinued m the sun and not in the shade 

The pieparation of ganja for smoking does not 
requiie a detailed explanation A few ginja pods 
are soaked in cold water foi a few minutes If 
they find any stalks or seeds, they separate them 
from the ganja 'Ihe pods thus soaked are placed 
on the left palm and luhbed hard with the right 
thumb, pouting watei constantly The con- 
sumers tlieu squeeze out the stufi and mis ordi- 
nary tobacco with it, and put the mixture in the 
pipe and light it up In case of the dmg being 
used foi drinking and eating, the pods are, is in 
the first instance, separated fiom all the impurities 
by soaking them in water, and then their extract 
is used in liquids or sweetmeats according to the 
taste of the consumers 

16 I have in some places in the Dbarwar dis- 
trict seen hemp plants in private compound® 
They can't be said to have grown wild, and if 
they are specially reaied, it must be with special 
purpose 

17 The only preparations used in these parts 
are the flat and bioken ganja They are sold m 
the form m which they are imported except at 
Bijapur, whoie they are made by the cnltiv itois 
■who do nob belong to any special class 

18 Both fiat and bioken ganja lose their aroma 
as well as their effect by long keeping In the 
moist climate it loses its ettect in the course of 
about two years almost entirely It kept in a 
closed packet it m ly last in a damp climate foi 
a year oi a year and a half In a dry climate 
like that of Bijapur it may last for two oi thiee 
years Exposure seems to [me to be one of the 
piincipal causes of deterioration, and I cm sug- 
gest no measuies to prevent it It has been com- 
monly observed that coloured clothes, such as 
tuibans, do not deterioiate in Poona by exposure 
In the Koukaii they aie packed and placed in a 
heap of rice so as to be beyond the reach of mois- 
tuie But this notwithstanding, the colour loses 
its brightness diieotly it is taken out for use It 
also gets spoiled iii a damp climate much sooner 
than 111 a dry climate 

19 Smoking is the cbiefest and therefore com- 
monest use ot ganja. Sweetmeats and liquids 
in various foims aie prepared and used The 
quantity of spice, sugar and milk will in each 
case depend upon the means of the peisons using 
them. But poor people would often drink powder- 
ed ganja in a oup of sugaicane juice oi in pure 
water with ordinary " massala” (spice) of "min” 
(black pepper), and "bantep” (anise seed), etc 
They also add jagri to the liquid. 

The most favounte drink of the well-to do class 
of ganja users, as I found in Noitliern India 
(wbeie they invariably use bhang for all drinking 
pniposes) IS “ gbota ” or dndbiya The intoxicat- 
ing powei of this drink depends upon the quan- 
tities of the various ingredients put together and 
the length of time employed in oxidising the 
liquid This is a favourite drink with rich and 
well-to do classes oocasionallv seeking relief, and 
IS generally used during the summer months, 
when “ Vedio " Br.abmins assemble to repeat the 

2 G 
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mantras” The preparation is also used ma 
very diluted form m respectable society on the 
occasion o£ “Shivantia/' “Shiniagi,’ oi the 
" Ko 3 ag'in/" full moon night The^ favounte 
haunts of ganja stnokers are ' ' - « 

or “ dargas ” It is heie that ■ 

madans oi people of indifferent chancter can freely 
meet and smoke togethei The wandeung gangs 
of “ bairagis ” and ‘‘fakirs” also will be found 
aot only themselves engaged in smoking, but 
offenng the “ hooka ” to those fiequent visitois 
amongst the pooier classes of people who hovei 
about such places for the veiy purpose of smoking 
Tlieie aie no other public places oi club-houses 
wheie ganja IS smoked Neighbouis and fiiends 
may meet and smoke together without an appoint- 
ment, but except on the few occasions when the 
so-called “ ghota” or dudhija is prepaied, there 
are no p.aities held, and ganja, hue tobacco, is 
smoked individuallv and not in company Neigh- 
houis do meet at night and smoke, but this is not 
an invariable habit 

Chnias IS nowhere used in any of these six 
distiicts of the Southem Division, and so it is 
not available in any of the shops licensed to sell 
the intoxicating diugs It is only ganja which 
is (eithei flat 01 chur) smoked or diunk or mixed 
«n sweetmeats 

20 The consumption of ganja is not restiicted 
to any particular class of people, hut the bulk of 
the smokeis will be found amongst the lower 
classes 

It IS very difficult to state accurately wliat pro- 
poition of people smoke ganja andchaias, as there 
are no statistics available on the subject Much 
depends upon local peculiarity The proportion of 
consumers to he met with in large towns nnd I 
cities does not exist in villages Again, wmle the 
Lingajats in the aboie Ghat districts are under a 
religious prohibition, the lowei classes iii the Kon- 
kaii feailessly take to alcohol All circumstances 
eoiisideied, 1 am of opinion that of the bundled 
male adults using ganja or liquoi oiilj 6 per cent 
or even less will be found to belong to the formei 
class 

21 As ahcady stated, flat and bioken ganja are 
the two kinds preferred for smoking in this pait 
!Ko other kinds are used 

22 No chaias is used in this part 

2'J Bhang pioperlj so called is not consumed 
lu this part. 

24 Same as answer to question 23 

25. I have no leliahle infoimation to enable me 
to answer this question, e\ eu with approximate 
aecniacy Howevei from what I have heard or 
seen, I am morally convinced that the use of ganja 
has not perceptibly increased The slight increase 
obseivahle m the aiea of cultivation or the Imports 
or evpoits, etc , may be due partly to the increase 
in population and partly to greater acoPracy of 
retuins It IS as a matter of fact losing its 
place before the spread of alcohol If it s'-!!! exists 
on this Bide of India, its mam cause is to be found 
in the comparative cheapness of the article foi the 
labour gatherings at mills, factoiies and lailway 
worfishops The haid woik the labourere aie pntr 
to, the consequent necessity for some relief, the 
comparative facility with which consumers of 
gauja can caivy the drug with them, and the ease 
with which it can be smoked anj where even on 
public roads are, amongst otheis, the piincipal 
causes which still obtain amongst some people a 
pielerence for ganja before liquor 


26 By fai the larger number of ganja-smokeis 
will he found to belong to the class (a), habitual 
consumers It is very difficult to draw the line 
between moderate and immodeiate men Those 
who consume the drug foi intoxication it bungs 
about and not for its medicinal properties are, when 
once at it, generally immoderate If a smoker has 
the means and the necessaiy time at his disposal, 
he will not ‘ place down the “ hooka” or ehilliim 
until he IS so intoxicated that he is unable to take 
care of himself 

Some people will he found to drink occasionally 
preparations of ganja, hut there are no occasional 
moderate smokeis, as smoking lequires a habit 
which drinking does not 

27 As has been more than once told, all castes 
of Hindus, fiom Biahmins to Mahais, and all 
classes of Muhamadans will be fCund to contribute 
more or less to the number of ganja-consumitig 
people The habits of life or circumstances which 
mainly generate this vice, are a life of disappoint- ' 
ment and dejection, a life of asceticism, a life of 
ease and affl-ence , associated with habitual con- 
sumers of ganja, and a hfe used to a kind of labour 
which at the close of the day requires some stim- 
ulant to bring about relief to I’ghten the effects of 
the day’s toil and to bring about a pleasurable 
forgetlulness 

28 Moderate consumers do not lequire more 
than two tolas of ganja per day, and the cost pei 
diem in this case IB heliexed to be less than half 
an anna , but in the case of the excessive con- 
sumers, leaving that of bairogis and gosavis, the 
quantity consumed vanes from 4 to 6 tolas and the 
allowance per diem per consumer in such cases 
vanes on account of the cheaper ingredients wifh 
which it is mixed between an anna and an anna and 
a half This class of people are generally pool, 
but at labour gatbenngs and wandenng gangs 
they geiieially smoke in company, each contabut- 
ing one round, so that the aggregate expenses do 
not use above half an anna 

29 Moderate ganja smokei-s never mix anj other 
ingredients than tobacco with the ganja Only 
excessne smokei-s, sqch as baiingis, fakiis, etc , who 
in Older to strengthen the intoxicating properties 
admix dhatura and also kuclili (seed of nux 
vomica) and bachnag (loots of Glonosa superba) ■ 
This IS not, howevei, done b;y eonsumeis of the 
higher classes "When they piejiaie dunks they 
only mix spices made of badam {Ampgdalas com- 
munts), bednna (dried gnpe®), ketar (saffion), 
khaskhas i(poppy seeds), welchi (cardamom),, 
jaiphal (nutmeg)) sugarcandy, , etc Ihe number 
of spices and their quantities mixed depend upon 
the meins of the eonsumeis 

80 I have already mentioned that ganja is 
smoked moie often in solitude than in comp'iny 
It IS solely the dunks which aie always used m 
company , fai as can be observed on this side, 
it iS the male sex whioh consumes the drug A few 
exceptions will he found in the class of courtesans 
Even there they are few and far between No 
, childien are evei found using anj of these drugs.' 

31 I do not think tha't the habit of smoking 
ganja is so easily formed as that of drinlaug 
liquor By itself, smoking is not nttraotiie 
Habit foimed in the case of ganja is less difficult 
tobieikoff than in the ease ot 'opium or litjuoi 
This IS because the lutoxication biought on bj 
ganja is mildei and less durable than th it 
produced by an overdose of lopium, whisky or 
biandy, and therefore the habitual consumer of 
the drug will be less indisposed to giveat up by 
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degiees tfiaii one addicted to the use of opium 
Every intoxicant piedisposes the Consumer to run 
to excess , such a tendency is to be observed in 
the case of gan]a smoking also. Ganja like to- 
bacco IS smoked by the consumer accoiding to his 
convenience and not necessarily in company The 
second, thira, and touith rounds ■which aie inevit- 
able in the case of parties or companies, do not 
exist, and in spite of the tendency to run to excess 
the aggregate lesult is moderate 

32 In the paits pf -whicli I am speaking there 
aie no customs, social or religious, which necessi- 
tate the consumption of ganja 

■ - r ganja is universally re- 
not contempt It is true 
mac lueie is no leiigious prohibition of it On 
the contrary, fiom its mention in the Veda and 
“ Brahmans ” and the -virtues attributed to it, its 
use would seem to find an encouragement 

It has been flora time oat of mind associated 
with that large class of ascetics and fakirs who 
avowedlv use it, not'for the sake of pleasuie, but 
ioi enabling themselves to concentrate then mind 
on the worship of their favourite deity This was 
at least the original purpose for which it began to 
be used It still passes under the name of dyan- 
wah It IB associated with god Shiva, one of the 
Hindu Tnad, and, as a rule, the majority of those 
who practise yog ohilosopliy from the old hues 
indulge m the use of ganja Hindu religion, at 
any rate, may therefore be 'aid to countenance the 
use of ganja In the Case of liquor, it lays down 
a hard rule of prohibition Opium it does not so 
expressly prohibit. In society devotees of liquor 
are less feared or despised than those of ganja or 
opium This may be due to the cucumstance that 
ganja on account of its compaiative cheapness and 
accessibility to the lower classes, is found associated 
with what may be described as the dregs of 
sooiei) Liquor, on the other hand, though, as 
injunous, is moie costly and is associated with the 
ruling and the superior race, and its scent and 
sight to which seventy-five years have familiarized 
the native laces, have ceased to repel even orthodox 
persons 

But in the case of ganja, instead of prohibiting, 
religion does encourage its use by describing it in 
favourable teims, such as those mentioned be- 
low — 

Joya— -The conquering or that which overcomes 
all painful feelings, 

The joyous , 

Chapala—'ihs causer of unsteadiness , 

Gagan T,ini — The noisy , 

-The delight-giver, 

Indramna — The woithy food of Indra , 

Ajaya — The invincible , 

31atuh — ■) The wife of dhatura apple, which 

Matulam — J is the most potent of narcotics , 

Madini — The ratoxicatoi , 

And by its mention in the sacred writings such ' 
as Veda and Smiiti (law), etc , But this notwith- 
standing, society does not yield to religion In 
no respcctable'Eociety at the present day will any 
person on any public occasion, whether it be 
religious or social, dare smoke m public without 
giving an insult, and without himself being 
liable to be expelled the place Society on this 
side at least condemns it very stnetly The 
social opinion is, m fact, the leverse of religious 
teaching 
vol Vll 


34 I think it will he a serious hardship to thp 
various classes of persons who now consume ganja 
if they have to give it up Leavingaside the class 
of bairagiB, fauirs, gosavis, whose number, since 
the great famine of 1877, has been steadily declin- 
in<r, the laboureis, the artisans and the wandering 
tribes exposed to climatical iigouis can’t affoid to 
remain ■witliout something to make them forget 
the day’s toil If we would withdraw tiom them 
bhang or ganja, they will take to opium, oi more 
probably to its formidable rival, the country or 
Em opean liquor Already 95 per cent of either 
of these classes do use liquor, and it is only among 
the 6 per cent that ganja still claims some of its 
devotees 

36 If the use of the drug is to be prohibited, 
it can only be provided for by penal legislation 
But penal legislation will take a number of decades 
to make the piohihition real instead of nominal, 
compulsory legislation has nowhere succeeded, and 
will, m the case of ganja, lead to illicit practices, 
as it has done m every other case 

Government has effectually piohibited the 
manufacture of salt It has effectively controlled 
the manufacture and the sale of hquoi It can 
theiefore effectively prohibit the pioduction of 
ganja But if ganja or bhang do exist m one 
place 01 another, their illicit import and use it 
will be difficult to prevent effectually A prohi- 
bition may giadnally work its way, and in course 
of years the liahit may altogether disappear Of 
this the Hindu writings furnish remarkable proof 
Liquor and flesh were at one time fieely used by 
all the higher classes of Hindus But theie was 
a time when the reaction set in and for centuries 
the Brahmin society, ns a whole, has never touched 
meat or Iiquoi This only shows that reforms on 
a large scale can be worked out in course of time 
I am therefore of opinion that the prohibition 
of ganja can be ultimately enforced 

Theie will be some disooutent occasioned by 
such prohibition But as it is confined to a small 
class, it can’t be serious, and political dangei is 
out of question As I have already stated, if the 
piohibi-tion is confined to hemp and its piepara- 
tion, it will only encourage the consumption of 
alcoholic stimulants, and m some places, like those 
in Central India, of opium also 

There is already an opinion freely expressed that 
the agitation against ganja ongina'tes with those 
who want to encourage the spread of alcohol If 
therefore the prohibition ' is confined to ganja 
alone, the disoontent can’t but be serious, and may, 
in that case, he a matter for consideration 

36 I do not thint that there are any instances 
of ganja consumers taking to alcohol as a substi- 
tute But alcohol being mote widely distributed 
for sale and more accessible to all classes of people, 
a seeker after the stimulant goes first to the liquoi 
shop, and then ganja ceases to have a chance 
Practically, therefore, alcohol has been encioaeh- 
ing on the domains of ganja, and even if no pro- 
hibition weie lesoited to in the districts of which 
I am speaking, ganja would ere long cease to hold 
its own against alcohol 

37 As chaias is not consumed in this part, 
none could tell precisely anything about the effect 
of its smoking, much less about the difference in 
effects of charas smoking and that of othei drugs 

38, I have not come acioss any keen observer 
amongst the consumers of hemp who could state 
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tliG difioronce bplupcn tbc effects o£ tlio tlirco 
diffeient diugs, lound gcnjCj ffet ganjaandehur 
01 broken gan]a Some howcvoi E'v\ cannot 
myself say bow lar it is ^ trnlb that tbo ebur 
01 bioken gania is luld to bo more poaerfnl than 
either round or flat gania, hence it may ha\o a 
greater power of into\iencion 

39 Tho nse of drink of hemp would doubtless 
be more inymions than smoking, because drinking 
IS alway s practised lu company , and as a rule leads 
to excess But its jneinration is costly and is 
only arranged for in companies A drink is not 
tlicreforo veiy frequently' resorted to Smoking, 
on the otlior band, is cbeapcr, more ftcqiicnl, and 
pervades all tbo lower clashes Praetically, there- 
lore, it causes more havoc than drinking 

40 Ganya oocnpics an important p'ncc in the 
PharroacopcDia of tbo Hindus Its qualities as de- 
scribed 111 one of their medical works are given 
below — • 

Bliang, ganya and dbatura (seeds) are mloxi- 
caling, victorious and liiumphaiit (over jam), 
extreme beat-pioduciiig, bilious and Itilhntr, pro- 
ducing reluctance* to speak, niid increases fiio (of 
the stomach), » e , appetite 

Ganya is also lubbed over the tongues of the 
bullocKs to sharpen then appetite It is also 
mixed up with the " mns'ala" prepand for hoises. 
It is sometimes administered in very' small 
doses, diluted with sngai candy, in order to induce 
sleep 

4 1 Tlie moderate u^e of ganya, as tho modente 
use of liquoi or nns vomica, is hcnelieial cepccially 
as digestive, ils capacity for alleviating (atigno 
or sustaining a cnnsi mer under severe exertion or 
exposure is inconsiderable when it is takin in a small 
dose 

I am not awaro whether it has ever proved of 
any use as an antidote to malaria In the yunglcs 
of Kanaia and its neighbourhood it is rarely used 
and liquor has been a great favourite It must, hovv- 
ev er, bo understood that it is only the occasional 
use of ganya in the foim of a drink winch is 
necessarily moderate, because the dnuk is indulged 
more as a fomi than as a ncccsniy' , but vv ith the 
habitual consumer, " moderate ” can only be used 
comparatively A may be more modento than 
B, and B than C, but the quantity consumed by’ 
A exceeds that which a man can consume with 
heneBt to himself It is thoiefore only in theory 
that one can speak of the habitual use of ganya 
as moderate, and the benefioial qualities attributed 
to the drug have rarely been realized 

42 Tho habitual use of the drugs is never harm- 
less, because it is never moderate 

4 3, So far as I have seen, consumers of ganya 
even when they are immodeiate are as a rule 
inoffensive to their neighbouis They may talk 
much and talk loudly, and may be of irritable 
temperament, but they are never dangerous 
neighbours, except when they have become insane 
44 With the habitual moderate consumers, 
ganya can hardly have any particular effect, except 
that ot giving temporaiy satisfaction, yust as in 
the case of tobacco, or snuff oi tea, tho man teels 
slightly refreshed. Theie is, however, one differ- 
ence Theie is a limit beyond which consumer 
of tobacco or snuff or tea does not go In tho 
case of ganya, each dose increases tho desiro 
foi another It does not allay hunger as food does, 

* Note • — Theso arc tho effectfl of *' modcrato uso £x 
cosEiro talk ahvajs proceeds from imnioddrate use 


but ganja-consnmers, when hungry, may feel 
slightlj relieved if they smoko Dnnk prepared 
with milk will, of course, affoid substantial relief 
The use of ganya docs sharpen appetite, and I 
nm aware of insiaiiCcs where the ganya consumers 
cat recklessly, with a full belief in the efficacy of 
this diug to help speedy digestion. 

The effect ot smobing is btheved to last two 
hours at tho least That of dnnking ghota 
doptiids on the strength of tho mixture and the 
quantity taken It is notonous that few smokers 
will stand the temptation, if they have the means 
and the time to indulge in repeated do'es 

But m the case of occasional consumer, tho 
effects of smoking ganya are much different from 
Iho'C on the habitual smoker The effects arc the 
I longue feels dry and there is a petuhar sensation 
i of that organ being drawn down the tliroat Tho 
hodv becoinrs worm, the eyes contract and there is 
a constant tendency to laughter Tliere is, as it 
were, a proof s'Kiii of incongnioiis and incoherent 
ideas, marching across fhohrain,onc fancy diteijiat- 
ing the other in quick succession The mucous 
membrane ot tho stomach becomes insensible, 
nccompmied by an insatiable longing for food. 
Time becomes lengthened, a scemd is expanded 
into a minute, a quarter of an hour into an hour 
The bead gels confused nnd tbo smoker becomes 
dogmatic nnd nrgumentntivc lie is never vio- 
lent , tbo smoko mounts to tbo head in five mmntcs 
After nn boor’s sleep the individiml generally gets 
up light nnd refreshed Lamplight promotes and 
ncceleratcs tho action of tho smoke 

The* effects of ghota even in the case of an 
occasional drinker of it arc more senons than 
when the drng is iaken in the gaseous form The 
notion of the liquid nnd mixture is slower and 
culminates at Uie end of seven or eight hours nc- 
corditig to the absorbing power of tho stomach 
Lamplight has tho same c/Te'ct on the drinker nnd 
smokei The effects of ghota are of longer 
duration tbnn those of smoking, though their 
nature is the same, varying only in intensity. 
Should there be any over-dose of ghota, the 
drinker hears strange noises, feels tho limbs of 
his body lorn and sc.atteTcd in nil directions, 
thinks he iins no control over them, nnd at times 
IS under tho impression tli it a geneml dissolution 
of the body is coming on. He becomes senti- 
mental, n little quarrelsome nud peevish There 
aic nmongot the gciiernl confusion of the brain, 
sudden nnd evanescent flashes of sensibleness 
accompanied by a persistent desire to impress upon 
the minds of lus friends that he is in his senses It 
IB only after full twenty -four hours that the person 
regiiins a pei feet command over his ordinary and 
moral thinking powers Tho frame of mind in 
which n good dose of ghota leaves a person after 
Iwenty’-four hours is one of melancholy and lassi- 
tude It hen tho moderate quantity of ghota winch 
a novitiate ought to take is e*xceeded, the person 
at tbo height ot its operation is sometimes known 
to weep in despair of life 

45 I am acquainted with a few cases of ganya 
consumers ultimately dying insane None of 
them were in good circumstances 

A was at first a religious pieaoher (Haiidas) 
He Eubsequently took to the profession of a siugei 
(gawai) , was possessed of more than ordinary 
intclligcnee , was extiemoly poor, but of an os- 
collent moral character, he would mthei starve 
than beg The fiist symptom of his insanity that 
struck his| friends wns his excessive talk Three 
months aftei he became mad He wns not under 
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any mctlicil treatment and died after about foui 
months of complete lunacy In this ca'C, no one 
would have ever considered the man to he an 
immoderate consumer, and it uas believed that 
it was because he was ill fed and insufficiently fed 
that the diug pioduced its evil results 

B, In this case the man was in Government 
service He was a habitual smokei for fifteen yenis, 
and dnring all his time he never gave his superiors 
any reison to lepiimand him Ho also used occa- I 
sionally to drink 

On the full moon night of Aswin, the well- 
known kojagari night, ghota, otlieiwise called 
dudhiya (t e , drink of ganja prepared with milk 
and sugar), was prepared Theie wa® a parly in 
which all but this man were persons nho never 
smoked noi drank ganjaand who had all consented 
to have the drink as o cuiiosity They had, as is 
usual on this night, kept up throughout and diank 
each a cup more than once The one man B alone i 
di ink about three cups at each time At about 
7 A Ji , the man was off his brain , he contimnd 
to be so about eight months and had again a lucid 
inlenal of six months, ho continued thus about 
for sixteen years and died at last of consumption 
He used to smoko to the last He was deprived of 
the indulgence when he uas insatie The only 
important feature about him was that he was 
never dangerous even when he was staik mad 
His wife, childien, neighbours and friends wore 
never afraid of him 

C was first a student in the school He was 
Ihe most clever and bright in his class Every- 
body liked him Ho made liia progress up to the 
5th Standard in the vernacular school Unfoi- 
tunately at the ago of 18 he contracted the habit 
of ganja smoking The elloot of the drug was 
so speedy in this case that within a few months 
since Ills initiation he became complete!) mad 
He was married, hut ho never cared foi bis wife 
and mother, and ho never lived with them The 
man who was once very intelligent, and in whom 
his relatives had good hopes, was found quite 
useless for liis family Ho did not care so much 
for the food as he did for the drug He used to 
do the duties of water-earner When people 
emplojed him, they paid him some remuneration 
for his services But he never demanded more 
than what he required for hujmg the dnig for his 
consumption He was uevei offensive He con- 
tinued mad fill Ins death, about the age of 85 

D Here the victim is a schoolmaster He was 
led to the use of this accursed arug ganja by his 
association with the " Vedanti Club ’’ They told 
him that he could never he able to contemplate the 
image of God unless he had a steady and undis- 
turbed state of mind, and they recommended him 
their holy stuff as a Sure means of concentration of 
mind Evidently with the object of making him- 
self incapable of being stiried by the worldly con- 
cerns, he began to use the stuff, theiesultof 
which was that he shortly appeared with all the 
signs of insanity He is out of his service now 

I know of halt a dozen more cases , m none of 
them was a man looked upon as dangerous 

If the use of alcohol, even when it is occasional 
IS added to a Inbitual consumption of hemp drugs, 
insanity is almost certain 

47 I know of instances in which the father 
smoked and the son did not But I have not 
come across instances on this side of India where 
^anja was hahitiiallv nseJfoi two oi three genera- 
tions I cannot therefore offer any remarks on this 


question as to the tiansmission of the vice by 
heredity, 

49 It IS said that the drug is sometimes used as 
an aphrodisiac I have not much faith in the as- 
sertion A drug which, if moderately used, sharp- 
ens appetite and gives tone to one's health But 
the drag has been a favouiite with the class of people 
like bniragis and fakiis, whose object is the very 
leverse ot vice In these days, at least when 
eveiy vernaculai newspaper mentions about half a 
dozen patent medicines which are specially teimed 
aphrodisiacs, Ido not think the demand for this 
ding, foi that purpose, exists on this side 

There may be a few piostitutes using the dtug, 
but I do not know ot any such case It is be- 
lieved tint the ultimate effect of long use of the 
drug in immoderate quantities is impotenoy 

51 and 62 There is not the least connection 
between the moderate and immodeiate use of any 
of the micotio drugs of hemp and the perpetration 
of eriiiie 

63 and 54 No indulgence m the use of the drug 
ever incites the consumer to commit unpremedi- 
tated crime I do not know any case which led 
to homicidal frenzy 

Criminals, however, very natuially fortify 
themselves to commit a premeditated act Even 
a tobacco-smoker oi a snuff-user takes a pinch if 
he wants to refresh himself for an action 'Ihere 
IS therefore nothing extraordinary if ganja is used 
by ciiminals who are about to pioeeea with"" their 
eiimmal act It is generally said ganja does not 
make a man desperate and rash as liquoi does 
The consumers of ganja are generally nervous 
when they are under its inflaeuoe 

55 Ginja sweetmeat mixed with dhatura is 
supposed to bring about complete stupefaction 
This IS practised very rarely 

56 Moderate smokers, of which however tlie 
numhei is comparatively very small, smoke ganja 
mixed with tobacco Those who want to make it 
strong ( of this class the number IS laigely to be 
found amongst “bairagis, ” "fakirs" etc ), mis 
it with a part of the seed of nux vomica, dhatura, 
baebnag I am not'in a position to give the exact 
proportion 

57 As I have said before, few people habitually 
eat or drink ganja on this side, because the habit 
IS comparatively very costly The occasion on 
which dunks aie prepared by occasional and habi- 
tual consumers are too few and far between to 
afford any basis ot any general deduction 

58 I think the excise administiation as legards 
the hemp drugs is working well, and neither the 
contractors, nor the consumers, nor the people in 
geueial, whom 1 have questioned have any griev- 
ances to complain of, 

60 The cultivation of ganja m these parts is on 
a very small scale and is well controlled 

62 I do not think what purpose can be gained 
by checking cultivation unless and until the 
demand for the drag diminishes It is the cheap- 
est intoxicant Six pies a day is not a heavy 
charge The temptation for smugghng is not so 
gi eat, and no particular arrangements are needed 
to control the cultivation 

65 I am not at all of opinion that, compared 
to alcohols, the hemp drug is unreasonably taxed, 
and no complaint in that diiection exists as re- 
gards ganja, bhang, etc , etc 

67 I have no objection to the present method of 
taxing. 
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08 None, 

69 Local opinion is no donbt necessary, and 
at present shops are allowed to be opened irrespec- 
tive o£ tbo wishes of the people But I must at 
the same time state the number of shops is few, 
and no cotnpkint on the subject exists It is the 
liquor shops to which tbo complaint refers 

Oral emdence. 

Question 1 — It was not until the Commis- 
sion's questions came to me that I had occasion 
to make a study of the hemp drugs, though 1 had 
occasionally met consumers befoie 

Question 85 — I have talked about the matter 
with many persons, and in this answer I h i\e stated 
the general opinion that it is remark ible that agita- 
tion has been directed against the hemp drugs and 
not against alcohol, which is equally harmful 
This opinion I have heard expressed in Bijapur, 
Belgaura, JDharwar and my own neighhourhood 
I have not read them in newspapers I ha\ c stated 
further in my answer that the agitation is attri- 
buted to those who aie anxious to encourage the 
spread of alcohol By this expression is meant 
the persons who import and manufacture liquor 
The opinion I have quoted is held both by the 
educated and ignoiant people The ignorant 
people cannot explain the giounds of their opinion 
The opinion of the educated is based on the 
simple fact that Government do nothing to dis- 
courage the use of alcohol, which is more deletoi lous 
than the drugs I my self have formed no definite 
opinion on the subject 

Question M — I have frequently noticed that 
people m a state of intoxication talk more if they 
are brought into a bngbt light 1 cannot explain 
why this happens 

Question 45 — I attribute insanity in these 
cases to the homp drugs because no other cause 
could be diSLOveied , liquoi, dliatura, iiux vomica 
and baebnag also pioduco insanity So do bad 
news, the distiess of poverty and disappointment | 
I cannot say if insanity can be inherited, I have ' 


not mode enquiry whothcr Iho parents in any 
of the cases I have described were mad In ea'-e 
C, I happen to Imow that the mother was nearly 
mad. I remember tbo case of a hard-drinking 
weaver who w ent mad 1 cannot recall any insaues 
who had become mad from other cau=cs than liquoi 
and gaiija I have mot, as stated m my answer, ten 
people who became mad from Iiorap drugs, and 
also two persons who became mad from akoliol 
I icmoraber the ten ganj i cases, because the third 
and fouitli cases (C and D) occuircdinmy falnki,' 
and the cases A and B 1 learnt from my friends 
The other six cases were found out m course of 
the cnqiii ics I knew nothing about them before 
The insane of case C died four years ago, at the 
ago of 35 He began the hemp habit at the age 
of 10, and became mad a fon months after ho was 
18. I was about 8 or 10 years old when ho went 
mad about twenty jcais ago In case D, the 
man went mad about five or six years ago fie 
did not drink I learnt that be had gone mad 
from ganj i smoking, and I made his acquaint- 
ance at that time He had first gone mad at 
that time That w is the first I had heard of 
him I did not know him before be went mad 
I attribute Ins madness to ganjn, because I did 
not doubt the statements of his rtlatives and 
fiicnds, who stated that that was the cause 

Question 56 — The first sentence of my 
answer will bo undcistood if refcicncc is made to 
my' answer 41 1 mean that moderate consumers 

arc fewer than excessive consuraers, bee mse the 
moderate consumer of intoxicants is always inclined 
to go to excess The number of people who 
leraaiii moderate consumers because of Ibtii 
poverty is small 1111011 1 went to Bel gaum, I 
visited people in Sliapiir, and I heard from ganja 
smokers that tbo poisons I have named were somt- 
tiraes mixed with the drugs I have myself 
seen bairagis, who visited my village, use mix 
vomica One man who could not get the opium to 
which ho was nccustonicd ate dhaturii in ray pre- 
since It W’ns not mixed with ganja, though the 
man was an occasional smoker of ganja 


111 Hmdence of Dinanaih SnivrsHANKEji, Druggist and Chemist 


1 I have had opportunities of inquiring with 
my patients and customers who smol.o ganja and 
drink bhang, and also who have travelled over 
some ganja fai ms, qs to the advantages and dis- 
advantages deuved from smoking ganja and 
drinking bhang, 

6 Dense 

10 They do not form a special class The^ 
are of the same class as other agncultunl culti- 
vators 

19 Ganja and charas are used only foi smok- 
ing Gauja IS used as a medicine tor animals 
all over India) 

20 Hindus of low caste smoke generally ganja, 
and Muhammadans charas There is no particu- 
lar locality We cannot give exact proportion 

21 Plat kind of ganja is prefeired foi smok- 
ing ^ , 

22. Native charas is used generally Turkish 
charas is used particularly 

23 Nevei 

24 Some high caste Hindus diiuk bhang in 
Nemad, Marwad, and districts aiouud the 
Ganges 


28 Habitual moderate consuraers consume 
about two pice worth ganja per diem 

Habitual excessive consumers consume six pice 
worth ganja per diem 

29, Ganja, ns a rule, is mixed with an equal 
quantity of tobacco ordmanly, and bhang is 
mixed witli Piper mgrum and aniseeds and with 
sugar ordinniily Ganja is mixed with dhatm-a 
and sometimes with opium to increase its narcotic 
property exooptioii illy 

Bhang massala is generally composed of Piper 
mgrum, aniseeds, cardamoms, almonds, chestnuts 

30. To a very small extent ganja is consumed 
in solitude, but to a great extent it is consumed 
in company. It is not usual 

31 It can be easily formed and it is difficult 
to hiealv it Theie is a great tendency m the 
case of any of these drugs foi the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive one 

82 It is largely consumed on the festival of 
Shiva It IS generally excessive. It is likely to 
form a habit and not otherwise injnnons 

38. Gmja and charas are regarded with disre- 
pute socially, smokers are looked down Use of 
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my foim of the naicotic is geneially m disrepute, 
because it makes the man victim to it and m ikes 
him maniac and unfit for woilc There is no such 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant 

31 It IS a seiiouB pruation A ganja smoker 
iTiU be veiy much excited and could not woik 
vhen he does not get it The same case with the 
bhang drinkers and oharas smokers 

S5 In British India it may be feasible to pro- 
hibit the use of these drugs, but it may be 
impossible in Native States Piohibitioii can 
be enforced lij restricting the sale It will 
oeeasidn seiious discontent among the consumers 
It maj perhaps amount to a political danger The 
prolubitiou might be followed by lecouise to alco- 
holic stimulants 

36 There is no reason 

37 The oharas is stronger than ganj i 

39 Smol ing is tnore injurious to health than 
drinking bhang Smoking injures lungs and 
brings oil bioiicbitis and Other lung diseases, 
while dnulnng bhang is IctS injurious because it 
is mild in Its effects 

40 Ganja smoking is advised by native doctors 
foi neuralgic pain and idiopathic tetanus Ganja 
IS used in cattle disease in order to give tone to 
the stomach and to make them work longer with- 
out fatigue 


41 Ganja and oharas are not beneficial, -but 
bhang may be beneficial in hot climate if taken 
model ately 

{a) It sometimes incieases appetite ‘ 

(6) It sometimes alleviates fatigue 

(c) It IS used with that idea in some malanous 
districts ' I 

((f) It IS Hised by some as an aphiodisiac 
medicine 

/ 

42 Moderate use of any of these drags is not 
harmless because it will form a habit and gra- 
dually it will lead him to use it excessively. 

48 Ganja smokers aie as a class inoffensive 

44, A model ate consumer is exhilarated and 
little intoxicated and is always with leady wits 
It is sometimes lefieshing and it is followed by 
depiession It creates appetite ffllie effect lasts 
for an hour Nervousness and depression are the 
after-effects It does pioduce longing 

45 (fl) None 

(S) to (d) No 

(e) It induces laziness 

46 It does 

55 Yes (sometimes) It can stupefy com- 
pletely 


112 Evidence^ of Na'r'alchanb Heeuaohand, Jeweller, Bombay 


1 Personal experience m connection with 
bhang 

2 I know bhang by the name of bhang only. 

18 I know bhang detonorates after six months 

and loses half of its uaicotic effect, and it quite 
loses its effect after one year, and becomes useless 
for human consumption Dampness and humi- 
dity of climate causes bhang to deterioiate The 
deterioiafion can only bepreientcd bj keeping it 
in an earthen jar closed air-iight and to bury the 
said jar in the ground Bhang will lemain good 
for one jear if kept in that manner 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking 

24 Hindus of almost all castes use it more or 
less 

25 I think the use of bhang is neither on the 
increase or decrease 

28 The habitual moderate consumer will require 
one-ninth of a tola of bhang, the cost of which 
will be about one-tbird of a pie The habitual ex- 
cossiie consumer xvill requireiaboutbalf a tola, and 
the cost wall be about one pie 

29 Habitual consumers mix ordinarily with 
bhang black pepper Exceptional consumers mix 
almonds, dried rose flowiis, sugar, poppy seeds, 
caidamoms, and milk Hbatuia is not used with 
bhang so far ns I know These ingiedients aie 
put into bhang with the object of making it more 
pal itable, and for the puiposo of cooling the bi.ain 
There is no special prepaiation, such as bhang 
massala, that 1 know* 

30 Bhang is geneially drunk in company The 
drinlnng is confined to the male sex Men com- 
mence to dunk when they are 20 years of age, 
and thev continue doing so to old age It is not 
custom irj for children to drink bhang 

31 A person who drinks bhang occasionally 
will foim no habit, but if he drinks daily for six 
months, hew ill form a habit The habit of drink- 


ing bhang can easily be broken off The moderate 
habit of drinking bhang does not develop into the 
excessive babit 

82 1 know tint Hindus who aie folio weis of 
Shiva pour lihang watoi on the ling of the god 
Sbiva on Mondays and on Shivaratra days 
I do not know whether the worshipper or any- 
body else drinks the bhang watei poured on the 
ling of the god Shiva after it has been offered 

33 The habitual excessive use of bliang is 
geneially considered a bad habit I do not know 
whether the hemp plant is woishipped or not 

34 The habitual consumers would for £ome 
few days feel the want a slight depiivation 

36 In our religion the use of alcohol is strictly 
piohibited, and at times we are inclined to take 
bhang, and it would be a hardship for 'Govern- 
ment to prohibit the use of bhang,, and if the use 
of bhang is , piohibited, it will, I think, be con- 
sumed illicitly 

86 I do not know whether alcohol is now iemg 
substituted for bhang 

11, If bhang in vety small doses is taken, it 
acts as a food nccessorv Snd disreshve It alle- 
viates fatigue, but 'I do not know whether it 
gives staying power undel exertion or exjiOsnie 
Hindus who do not use liquor make use of 'bhang 
foi the above-mentioned' purposes 

42 The mOdei'ate use of bhang is, in my opinion, 
harmless It acts as a food accessory and diges- 
tive, and IS lefreshing, 

43 The moderate consumei of bhang is not 

offensive to his neighbours , 

44 There is moi immediate effect on the con- 
sumer of bhang The effect is felt after an hour or 
two It is lefieshing It produces exhilaration 
It Cl entes an appetite The ‘effect lasts , for about 
two or three hours The moderate habitual 
Consumer feels no ill aftei -effects. The want of 


* Truislation 
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subsequent gratification produces a longing in 
the case of a habitual moderate consumer 

4.5. The habitual modeiate use of bhang pro- 
duces no noxious effects of any kind 

46. The habitual excessive use oC bhang pro- 
duces no noxious effects It is true, however, 
that a consumei in such a case loses the lime 
during which his intoxication lasts 

47. Ido not know of any case in which the 
habitual moderate use of bhang has appeared to 
be in hereditary habit, or affect in any way the 
children of the moderate consumei 

48 Same reply as to question No 47 

51 So far as I know, no large pioportion of 
bad characters are habitual moderate consumers 
of bhang The consumption of bhang has no 
connection with crime so fai as 1 know 

52 Same reply as to question No 51 

63 The excessive consumption of bhang does 
not incite to unpremeditated crime of any laud 
I do not know ol any case in which the drinking 
of bhang has led to temporary homicidal frenzy 

54 It IS not the case that bhang is drunk by 


criminals to fortify themselves to commit crime 
of any kind 

55 I have heard of no case in which criminals, 
in order to fuither their designs, have induced 
their victims to drink bhang and so suipefy 
them Complete stupefaction cannot bo inducal 
by drinking bhang 

56 As regards bhang, naicotio effects are not 
modified by any of the substances added to it 
which I know of These substances are added 
to bhang to make it more pal liable, and to 
prevent it causing stomach-ache and wind I 
have never heard of dhatuia being added to bhang 
Usually bhang is drunk in the evening at about 
4 pm after fimshmg business, when neither pearls 
noi precious stones are valued The sajing that 
3 ewellei-s make use of bhang for the purpose of 
better ascei taming the real quality and value of 
peails and diamonds has, I think, no foundation 
Aly brothers and myself never partake of bhang 
during business hours We take it after busine s 
is closed It IS true, however, that ]ewi.llprs 
believe that the drinking of bhang has the efftet 
of relieving the strain on the c} c-sight c lused by 
the keen and continuous examination of pearls 
and piecious stones 


113 Evidence o/ Jamsedjee Nasser. wanjee Ginwalla,* Shenshai Eat’si, Allan 
and Opium Farmer, and p) oprietor of cotion-gimnng factories, Anlleswar 


1. I have had poisonal interviews with con- 
sumers of hemp dings as well as the f aimers of 
bhang, ganja, and pak for the districts of Suiat, 
Broach, Kaiia and Ahmedabad, the shopkeepeis of 
those drugs and some native dootois (hakims oi 
vaids), from all of whom I have seketed my 
information 

2 The province of Gujarat to wbicli mv investi- 
gations are restiicted does nob grow any ganja 
or oharas Flat ganja is the only drug imported 
foi letail sale, chiefly fiom the Ahmednagar dis- 
tict Chains is neither imported nor consumed 
in Gujarat Even the fuimers are not permitted 
to impoit and sell dial as m Gujarat under the 
present license Only bhaug is grown in the 
Surat, Broach, Kaiia, and Ahmedahad districts 
in small quantities, sufficient for local cousiimp- 
tion, which IB laiely exported, except fiom one 
district to another in Gujarat 

Under the circumstauces the definitions for 
bhang, ganja and charas may bo accepted for my 
province of Gujarat, wbeiein these intoxicating 
drugs aie known by the name of bhang, gauja 
and ebaras Tbeie is a fourth intoxicant, name 
pak, manufactured from bhang, ghi oi clarified 
butter, and sugar in the shape of sweetmeats by 
the farmer of intoxicating drugs, who is licensed 
to sell bhang, ganja and pak 

Pak IS prepaied by boiling 41b of bhang, lOIb, 
of water, 21b of ghi oi daiified buttei, till the 
whole mass is reduced to about one-half, when the 
decoction is rubbed and strained through a cloth 
into a large plate oi pot and allowed to be cooled 
down and freeze The ghi so satuiated with the 
intoxicating property of bhang and frozen on the 
top of the decoction is removed Fifteen pounds of 
sugar mixed with watei is boiled down to the con- 
sistency of thick sjiup, mixed with the above ghi, 
and the whole mass is again boiled to a thicker 
consistency, put and spre^ into a laige plate or 


pot, allowed to settle, cut m square ■pmees, and 
lemoved in the shape of sweetmeat called pak, 
which intoxicant is apparently left out of this 
inquiry by the Commission 

8 There is cultivation of iho hemp plant in 
my province of Gujai-al 

(а) None for production of ganja 

(б) Noncfoi production of chains, 

(e) There is some grown for use of bhang 

(d) None for production of fibre or seeds especi- 
ally 

The hemp plant is cultivated in the distiicts of 
Suiat, Broach, Kmia and Ahmedabad in the pro 
Vince of Gujarat for use as bhang only to a veij 
limited extent As legards the Broach district, 
the average area under bhang cultivation is about 
three fourths of an acre during the last ten j ears, 
which IS restricted only to the village of Bhore- 
Bhata in the Broach taluka I have no access to 
the records of otliei collectoiates to obtain similar 
information. 

10 The persons who cultivate hemp for its nar- 
cotic propel ties do not form a special class, but 
they are of the same classes as other agncultuial 
cultivators. 

13 Gauja is not at all cultivated in Gujarat 

14 The following products of the hemp plant 
are prepared in my province of Gujaiat — 

(a) Ganja not prepared 

(d) Charas not prepaied 

(c) Bhang is only prepared fiom the hemp 
plant in Gnjarat 

Bhang IS only prepaied to a small extent suffi- 
cient foi local consumption, out of which a little 
IS exported from one district to another in Gujarat 
by the faimeis 

15 (a) Only bhang is prepared fiom the culti- 


* Invited to attend at a Bitting of tlio Coniniission for oral examination, but failed to appear 
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vatcd hemp plant foi (A) nil, (B) eating, and 
(C) dunking in the province of Gujaiat 

(i) The mid hemp plant is practically unknown 
in Gujarat 

1 6 Bhang is prepared generally by the people 
in their houses for piivate consumption, however, 
some people prepare and sell bhang to customers 
ior dunking without a license at Surat Bhang 
IS piepared from the hemp plant wherever grown 
by cultivation in Gujarat, but I am not aware of 
the mode of preparing ganja or chains also from 
the wild plant wherever grown, as its cultivation 
or preparation is unknown in Gujarat Ganja 
IS only imported from the Ahmednagar district 
for sale by the farmers, winch consumers buy 
from licensed shops and prepaie it for then own 
pnvate consumption with the admixture of 
tobacco 

17 Bhang is prepared by Hindus and Muham- 
madans for pnvate consumption or sale in then 
lespective castes owing to religious prejudice, 
under which a Hindu would not drink bhang 
prepared bj a Muhammadan with his water , 
however, a Muhammadan shall have no objection 
to dnnk bhang prepared by a Hindu with his own 
water In a similar manner gauja is washed with 
water, mixed with tobacco and smoked by Hindus 
and Muhammadans separately owing to religious 
piejudice 

18 Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping 
' for a long time 'Ihey do not quite lose their 

effect within two years They keep good for 
nearly one j ear with ordinary care, but commence 
to deteriorate in their intoxicating properties 
gradually to the end of the second year, and be- 
come useless towards the end of the thud vear, 
when they are usually destroyed The causes of 
deterioration are exposure, dampness, and long 
keeping , no special measure^ can be taken to pie 
vent deterioration, except keeping them in dry 
vessels and places for the above periods As 
charas is neithei impoited nor allowed to be sold 
bv the faimers or licensees in Gujarat, I am un- 
able to answer this query with respect to that 
drug 

19 Ganja is used only for smoking, and chains 
is practically unknown in Gujarat 

20 Hindu and Muhammadan religious mendi- 
cants, such as fakiis, sadhus, &c , residing in 
buiial grounds, temples,, aud charitable religious 
places, chiefly smoke ganja Howevei, it is also 
smoked by middle aud lower classes of Hindus 
and Muhammadans, who generally contract the 
habit in associating with such mendicants. The 
pioportion of ganja-smokers cannot be ascertained 
without ofiicial reliable statistics Charas is 
practically unknown in Gujarat 

21 As only flat ganja is imported and sold by 
the Government farmers in Gujarat, lound or 
chui ganja is practically unknown, and conse- 
quently no choice is left to the people to prefer 
a particulai kind of ganja ior smoking in Gujarat 

22 No charas, native or foreign, is either im- 
poided 01 used in Gnjaiat, under the terms of the 
existing license granted to the faimers for bhang, 
ganja, and pak, 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking in any 
localities by any classes of people and to any 
extent in Gujarat 

24 Muhammadans and Hindus eat bhang 
to a limited extent, but both classes of people 
drink bhang lu almost all localities whoie people 

vol vn 


aie addicted to its use, the propoition of bhang 
eateis and dunkers cannot be aseeitained in the 
absence of official statistics 

25 The use of ganja and bhang is on the 
inciease in Gujaiat, which is apparent fiom the 
abkau administration leports, and the increased 
amounts of revenue realised for the current farms 
of bhang, ganja and pak in the Gujarat district 
of Surat, Broach, Kaira, and Ahmedabad The 
use of charas is unknown in Gujarat 

28 (fl) The average allowance of habitual 
moderate consumers of bhang is J tola costmg one 
pie, and that of ganja is half tola, costing thiee 
pies pel diem 

(5) The average allowance of habitual excessive 
consumers of bhang is six tolas, costing nine pies, 
and that of ganja is five tolas, costing annas two 
and pies six However, there are very rare habitual 
excessive consumers of ten tolas of bhang costing 
fifteen pies and ten tolas of ganja costing five 
annas per diem The use of charas is practically 
unknown in Gujarat 

' 29 (al Black pepper is ordinanly mixed with 
bhang and tobacco with ganja 

{b) The ingredients exceptionally mixed with 
bhang are black pepper, sugar, lose-flowero, car- 
damoms, poppy seeds, almonds, milk, earraway 
seeds, etc , flavouiiiig ingredients, and dried fruits 
according to the taste of higlier classes of consum- 
eis, which IS commonly named bhang massala, 
while nothing is exceptionally mixed with ganja 
beyond tobacco Dhatura is not used in mixing 
with bhang and ganja The object of the admix- 
ture of the above flavouring ingredients and dried 
fruits with bhang, called bhang massala, is to 
render the preparation pleasant to the taste and 
mild in Its effects The common bhang mas'ala 
18 composed of pepper, poppy seeds, lose-floweis, 
earraway seeds and sugar, which is used by the 
middle classes of the people 

30 The extent of the consumption of bhang 
and ganja in solitude or in company cannot he 
ascertained without lelinble statistics, howevei, 
their consumption is mainly confined to the male 
sex, but not to any time of life It is not usual 
for children to consume bhang or ganja The 
consumption of charas is practically unknown in 
Gujarat 

31, The habit of consuming bhang or ganja 
may easily be foimed by frequenting the society 
of the consumers of such drugs The habit is not 
difficult to bleak off There is a tendency in the 
case of bhang and ganja for the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive when one is associated 
with habitual excessiie consumeis 

32 There is a religious ceremony called 
" Abhisek” of the Mahadev in temples performed 
by Brahmins, in which some prepared bhang mix- 
ture IS diibbled through a pot hung over the head 
of the Mahadev on certain occasions, but simple 
water may be used instead when the bhang mix- 
ture IS not available The use of bhang and ganja 
18 not legaided as essential in connection with any 
social or religious customs 

33 The consumption of bhang and ganja is not 
favourably legarded by considerate people, except 
the habitual consumers Theie is no public 
opinion, social or religious, in regaid to the prac- 
tice The use of bhang and ganja is generally in 
disrepute, except amongst habitual consumers, 
who are addicted to then use There is no custom 
of worshipping the hemp plant on ceitain oeca- 
Bioiis by certain sects of the people in Gujarat 

2 n 
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34i It would perhaps be a eerions puvation to 
Muliammadau aud Hindu iclip:ious mendicants to 
f 01 ego tbe consumption of bhang and gania, which 
help professional beggars to while away tlieii time 
111 intoxication Ganja is especially considered to 
piodnce bodily heat, and help those poor wictches 
against inclement weather and want of sufficient 
clothing In the absence of any reliable statistics 
the piobable iiumbei of each class of such people 
cannot be ascertained 

35 It would neithei be feasible nor instifiable 
to prohibit tbe use of bbang or ganju in British 
teiiitory nithout tbe co-operation of tbe sniround- 
ing and intervening Native States, whence the 
dings would bo smuggled and consumed illicitly 
If all the Native States in India consent to co- 
opei-ate with the Biitish Government, the prohi- 
bition could be enfoiced Tbe prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among tbe consumers 
in general, and such of the leligious mendicants 
in paiticulnr Such discentent would not amount 
to a political danger, because the consumcis of 
bhang and ganja form only a micrnscopio minority 
as compaied to the population of India, and who 
cannot expect any support fiom the masses («) 
The pioliibilion of bhang and ganja would be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
amongst people who have no i ebgious prejudices 
against the use of alcohol, provided that they 
could incur lueieased expenditure , but non-dnnk- 
ing Hindus and Muhammadans would not take to 
alcoholic stimnlaiits owing to the piohibition of 
bhang and gauj i under any cucumstaiices (5) 
The piohibition of bhang and ganja may some- | 
times be followed by rccouise to opium in rave i 
cases amongst non dunking classes 

36 There is no reason for thinking that highly 
excised alcohol is now being to a certain extent 
substituted for cheap intoxicants like bbang and 
ganja, but, on tbe continiy, bbang and gauja are 
substituted for alcohol by pool drinking classes of 
people, who cannot alTord money to indulge in 
costly alcohol, and tbe inci eased consumption and 
revenue of tbe intoxicating dings is a pioof of its 
reality 

40 The use of gill or claiified hiittei saturated 
with the intoxicating piopertj of bhang prepaied 
in the mannei described in the answer of question 
No, 3 regarding the pieparation of the pal is 
piesciibea by iiatno doctois, called hakims and 
vaids, in ceitain medicinal preparations No ganja 
IS so used in medicinal preparations Bhang is 
also used in the tieatment of cattle disease, but 
nob ganja. 

41 (a) The modeiate use of bbang and ganja 
IS consideied beneficial in tlieir effects as a food 
accessori, oi digestive, as could be ascertained 
fiom tbe consumeis onlj,wliicb statement could 
be taken for what it is worth 

(4) The modeiate use of bbang and ganja aie 
said to give staying powei under sevoie exeitiou 
or exposiue, or to alle\iate fatigue, as could be as- 
certained fiom the consumei's only 

(c) Bhang and ganja are not consideredi bene- 
ficial in their effects as a febrifuge oi preventive 
of disease in nialauous and unhealthy tracts 

(d) Bbang IS supposed to be beneficial in its 
effects as a food accessoiy or digestive, to gi\e 
Stajing power under severe exeition oi exposure, 
01 to, alienate fatigue m cattle and horses wbem 
mixed with Injii, floui, jagn, peppei, alum, ginger, 
tuimenc, aud gaibe 

No ganja is used fov the pin poses indicated in 


cKuses (a), (4) and (if) Muhammadan and Hindu 
religions mendicants use bhang and ganja for any 
of the above purposes, whose proportion cannot 
be ascertained I refer to the moderate habitual 
use in clauses (a) and (4) and modeiate occasional 
use of bhang in clause (if). Oharas is Hot used in 
Gujarat 

42 Although I am not inclined to believe in 
the beneficial effects of the moderate use of bbang 
and ganja, I consider their moderate use to be 
harmless from what I could gather by personal 
interviews with moderate consumers and a glance 
on their constitution 

43 Yes , I think so 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
bhang and ganja on the habitual consumeis is 
said to be refreshing, producing moderate intoxi- 
cation, and creating appetite The effect of bhang 
lasts for about six hours, and that of ganja for 
about three hours , the after-effects of bhang and 
ganja aie unpleasant feelings of lassitude The 
want of subsequent grabrioation pioduocs longing 
or uneasincas 

45 The habitual moderate use of bbang and 
ganja docs not apparently produce any noxious 
effects, pbjsical, mental or moral , does not impair 
the constitution in any way, injure the digestion 
01 cause lo«s of appetite, cause djsenteij, bron- 
cbitis or asthma, impair the moral cense or induce 
laziness or liabits of immorality or debauchery 
It does not deaden the mtcllect or produce in- 
sanity 

46 The babitna! excessive use of bliaug pro- 
duces noxious offcots, phjsieal or mental, impairs 
the constitution, injures tbe digestion or causes 
loss of appetite, induces laziness, deadens the in- 
telloct to some extent, but it does not produce 
insanity The habitual excessive use of ganja pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical or menkil , impairs 
the constitution , injures the digestion, or causes 
loss of appetite, causes dysentery, bionehitis or 
asthma , induces laziness, deadens the intellect or 
produces insanity, temporary or pennanent Tbe 
symptoms of temporary inrauity may be ro-in- 
dneed by tbe use of the drug after liberation fiom 
leslraint, Insanes who have no leoordod ganja 
liistoiy confess to tbo use of tbe drug There is 
a Brahmin named Bavisanlmr Gunpatram, aged 
about 22 years, mbabitant of Auklcsvai, an insane 
from the effects of the habitual excessiv e use of 
ganja, at piesent confined in tbo lunatic asylum at 
Ahmedabad There aie other semi or temporary 
insanes named Vamnali Morar, a tailor, aged 
about 30 yeais, Jelu Manisbankar, a Brahmin, 
aged about 25 j’-eais , Aju Gul ib,a Muhammadan, 
aged about 32 yeais, at AnUeswar, and many 
otheis elsewhere 

58. I am acquainted with the present system of 
excise administration in my province of Gujarat 
with lespect to hemp drugs, and I do not consider 
it to be woiking well, which is capable of im- 
piovement Under the piesent excise administra- 
tion of hemp drugs, the exclusive privilege of 
impoit, manufactuie and retail sale of hemp drags 
IS gi.mted to the highest bidder on a lump sum 
of in annual guaranteed minimum reienue The 
fanner is allowed to puicbase bhang Irora local 
cultivators fiee of duty at any puces, oi import 
from other distnots coveredi undei peimits on 
payment oi Es 6 foi the first i 0 mnunds and Ke 1 
foi each subsequent 2 maunds The " paL " is 
manufactured locally' by tbe farmei as desciibed 
ill the answer foi question No 2 Since no 
retail prioe is fixed in the license, the faimcr 
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sell thing, gin3n and pak at his own prices At 
piesent bh mg is sold from B to 6 annas per lb, 
gan3a flora Re, 1 to Re per lb and pak fiom 
Re 1 to Re liperlb The retad sale accounts 
kept at shops are unsatisfactory The actual con- 
sumption may be disguised, as deteiioiated bhang 
and gan3i destioyed and accounted for in the 
column of loss fiom deterioration and destiuction, 
thus rendeimg actual statistics of consumption 
unsatisfactory 

59 The maniifictuie of pik, local purchase of 
bhang, and import of bhnng and ganja should be 
sufflciently controlled, and stocks to be kept in a 
central district depot fiom whence each drug to 
be issued to retail shops covered under permits, 
proper accounts kept, deteriorated diugs destroyed 
in the presence of responsible officeis, retail price 
of each drug lived m the license, and the limit of 
retail sale and possession by any one person on 
any one day to be reduced fiom 40 to 10 tolas. 
The farm foi each district should bo given on 
“tho central depdt, annual guaranted minimum 
vend, and deli rate duty system ” Tlie fiimei 
should be restricted to the sale of such quantity of 
the dings is may be eoveied under the annual 
minimum revenue guaranteed under bis license, 
and calcnhted at a certain late of duty fixed per 
Bj of each drug sold, as is the case with the 
country spirit farms at present, and was the case 
with the opium farms before the guaranteed mini- 
mum vend system wns abolished 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should be conliolled by 
granting licenses for cultivation, registering the 
area under cultivation, collecting, weighing and 
storing the produce under Government supervision 
which may be issued and transported, coveied 
undei permits granted by competent authorities for 
local consumption “ at the district cential 
authorized dep6t'' for ttio farmer, or transported 
to other districts as may be necessary, and proper 
accounts kept of eacli transaction 

63 Yes , I have ob3eotion to the present system 
of (a) wholesale, (4) retail vend of (1) gan3i, 
(2) chiras, (3) bhang, or preparations of them, 
which I have fully described, and indicated the im- 
piovements I suggest in the answers foi the 
questions 58 and 59, which I consider unnecessaiy 
to repeat here 

64 Yes Tho existing regulations governing 
tho export and import of these drugs oi of their 
preparations from and into my province or that 
transpoit within the province are unsatisfactory, 
because the farmer miy import, export oi trans- 
port the drugs from one place or diatnct to 
another place or district, under permits which iie 
never scrutinized, or the stoiage kept under Gov- 
ernment control, and tatisfaotory accounts of each 
transaction are not kept Illicit drugs could not 
be distinguished fiom licit oi the mischief tiaeed 

65 Yes, in my, opinion the taxation of (1) 
Ganyi, (2) charas, (3) bhang is not reasonable 
with refeience (a) to each othei, (4) to aleobolio 
or other mtoxicint I would suggest an excise 
duty of Re 1 pei lb on bbang, Rs 3 pel 15 on 
gan3a, and Rs 5 per lb, on ebaras, Bhang is 


tlie least noxious out of the thiee drugs. Next to 
bhang is gan3a, ind the worst is chiias These 
aie my reasons for the difieient rates of taxation 
of the three drugs I suggest 

66 No 

67 Yes, the ultimate incidence of (he tax on 
the consumers of g4n3a, bhang and chans is 
quite insignificant, and out of all proportion to 
that on the consumers of alcohol and opium when 
the relative intoxicating pioperty of each ding is 
considered along with its price 

68 Theie are no houses or shops licensed foi 
the sale of these drugs, or then pieparations, wheie 
they may be consumed on the piemises m my 
province of Gu3aiat However, some unlicensed 
sale of prepared bhang is piaotised at Siiiat which 
may be suppiessed 

69 The wishes of the people are seldom con- 
sidered m anv way before a shop is opened in any 
locality The revenue and police authorities aie 
only consulted beloie the opening of a shop is 
sanctioned I think it would be advisable to con- 
sidei local public opinion in such matteis 

70 There are cases of illicit import or smug- 
gling of hemp drugs from the Native States of 
Baroda, Rena Kantha and Mahikantha, , which 
sunound and interlace the province of Gu3aiat, 
although the actual offences on record are few >■ 
These drugs are so small in bulk and easy to tians- 
port that detection is very difficult and sometimes 
impossible There is use of uutased drugs to a 
ceitam extent which may be gieatly aggravated 
by enhancing the duty on them for licit impoit 
and sale 'Hie only remedy would be the co- 
operation of the Native States concerned with tho 
British Government in maintaining an unifoiin 
system of taxation, import, sale, and tianspoib is 
111 the case ot opium at present , othei wise tho 
Native States will gam in revenue at the cost of 
the British Government if they may be pleased to 
raise the taxes on the drugs as suggested in” the 
answer for question No 65 The, propOition of 
habitual moderate ind excessive as well as occ.i- 
sional consumers of these ditig^ could' only be 
ascertained by actual enumeration through the 
village officers in e icb district under the diieotious 
of the Collectoi any time, oi on the occasion ot 
the census During the tenine of my opium farm 
foi the Broach distiictfor the years 1890-91 and 
189 1-92, 1 have induced the Collector at Bioach 
to ordei the preparation of a list of opium caters 
residing in each village thiough the mimlatdai 
and village officers in each taluka, with the quan- 
tity or value of opium consumed by each person 
per diem These lists weie scrutinized and cor- 
rected by my private preventive Inspeotois on 
personal inquiries at each village, and they proved 
to he greatly instrumental la calculating the 
actual consumption of opium in each village, 
and tiacing the illicit import, sale and consump- 
tion of tho drug from the suironiiding and intei- 
venmg Native teriitoues of Baioda and Ra3pipla 
In the same manner lists of consumeis of each 
intoxicating diug may be piepaied and coirotted 
from time to time, wliioh may be very useful m 
deducing the requisite statistics. 


114 Evidence of Kisan Ddliohand, Licensed Vendor of Ganja, ■ Easih. 


1 I have been a dealer in gan3a for the list 
thirty jears and cultivator of the same for the last 
seven or eight years 

TOl Vll 


2 The definition of ganja stated in question 2 
will serve the purpose of the inquiry 
7 I cultivate the hemp plant for the piodnction 

2 n 2 
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o£ ganja and bliang only According' to my 
knowledge there are some 30 acres of land tinder 
cultivation where hemp is grown 

8 There is no increase or decrease m its culti- 
vation in this distnct for the last eight years 

9 The land is first prepared as for other agri- 
cultural purposes and the seeds are sown at the 
distance of feet m rows When the seeds come 
above ground, all male plants are from time to 
time detected and destroyed Tins goes on from 
four to five months, when the female flower stalks 
are removed and dried This forms ganja, while 
biaots and some other leaves form bhang 

14 In this distnct (Nasik) bbang and gan]a are 
only produced 

16 Gan 3 a and chains cannot be prepared from 
plants wherever grown, for the substance is spoilt 
if the male plants are not destroyed 

18 Bhang and ganja deteriorate by keeping It 
quite loses its effect in time With good care it 
may be preserved from two to three years 

19 Ganja and chans are only used for smoking 
In lare cases people eat ganja or charas 

20 In this district chains is very rarely used 
Men from all classes smoke ganja Consumers of 
the drug aie, however, to be found in large 
majority in the bairagi and gosavi class 

23 Bhang is nevei used for smokiog 

24 Men fiom all classes drink blianga 

28 (a) Nearly five tolas, cost IJ annas 

(i) Double the quantity 

29 Ordinarily tobacco is mixed with ganja, 


which IS first moistened by washing Dhatiin is 
used with ganja in order to produce extraordinary 
intoxicating properties Like punch there is a 
preparation of ganja consisting of five in- 
gredients — ganja, arsenic, aconite, nux vomica 
and opium 

30 I have not known women using these 
drugs. 

31 The habit is easily formed If a person 
daily uses one of these drugs for six months he 
usually becomes addicted to it It is not very 
difficult to give up the habit when newly formed 
In confirmed cases it is rather hard for the person 
to break it oil There is alwaj s a tendency in all 
intoxicating substances to develop into the ex- 
cessive from moderate habit 

33 There is no religious prohibition for the 
consumption of any of these drugs The higlier 
classes of society entertain a kind of piejudice 
against a consumer of any of these drugs, lor it is 
only in the low class people that ganja smoking, 
etc , IS not looked upon as immoral 

85 It would occasion serious discontent The 
prohibition would not amount to a political danger 
People would take to alcoholic stimulants. 

41 The moderate use of any of the dings is 
benofieial if the consumer uses good food Its use 
alleviates fatigue 

43 Moderate consumers are inoffensive to their 
neighbours 

44 It produces pleasurable sensations It 
never raises the spirit, but it generally depresses 
The effect lasts from two to three hours, Its after- 
effects are languor and dullness 


116 Evidence of Nanntt Mian B, Shaikh, Mumcipal Secretaitj, Surat 


1. I have had numerous opportunities of ob- 
taining information during my services extending 
over twenty-six years — let, as Overseer, Local Fund 
Canals, in the Hyderabad (Sind) and Shikarpnr 
districts, 2ndly, as Municipal Secretary at ShiKar- 
pur, 3rdly, as Municipal Seoiefarj at Surat, 
4thly, as Administrator of the Sachin State, and 
5thly, duiing my travels m Northern India, Bengal 
and Calcutta During the above penod I had the 
opportunity of seeing the hemp being cultivated 
of talking with cultivators, drinkeisand smokers 
of bhang and ganja and charas, and of marking 
the effects thereof produced on the consumers 

Since the receipt of the Government communi- 
cation No 7393 of 10th October 1893, I have 
instituted special enquiries by actually visiting the 
fields wheie hemp is grown some 9 miles from 
Surat, inviting drinkers of bhang and smokers of 
ganja and charas to my residence, and heanng 
from them their experiences, taking notes of the 
effects piodueed on their respective countenances 
and constitutions ' 

2 The definitions given may be accepted so 
far as bhang and ganja are concerned As re- 
gards charas my own idea and definitions are 
somewhat different Charas is the name applied 
to the dew drops, dirt and resinous matter stick- 
ing to the plant and collected by a curious pro- 
cess which I will explain in my oral examination 
It IS of course resinous mattei, but not entirely 

8 licmp plant is not seen by megiowing spon- 
aneously without any seed So far as I know. 


hemp growing in the alluvial deposits on the 
banks of the Indus or the Ganges and of the 
canals flowing from it, is the production of the 
seed waslied away or brought by the muddy water 
of the rivers, but I have never seen it growing 
abundantly I have Been hemp growing on the 
bills neal Sehwan, and it at first appeared to me 
to be growing spontaneously, but I soon dicovered 
that jmrrots, while returning to their nests on the 
hills, brought a branch or tops of the hemp plant 
from the territories of His Highness Mir Ali 
Murad Khan, Jaipur, on the opposite side and 
dropped the seeds there The name of the bhang 
grown from these seeds is bhang-i-kohi or Kohis- 
tani I will speak about its properties at the 
proper place 

4 In the Surat district there is a kind of wild 
hemp growing in the hemp fields. It is known 
by the name of bbangra, 

5, For the growth of the wild hemp, except good 
loamy soil and moderate supply of water, no 
special condition is necessary I have seen it 
growing at 20 to 500 feet above the sea level 

6 The growth of the wild hemp is scattered 

and not dense Two plants can hardly be seen 
together , 

7 In the Surat district, Charasi taluka, in the 
villages of Bhatpur, Itchapur, and Kanar, the 
cultivation of tbe hemp is cairied on for the pro- 
duction of (e) bhang only About 30 bighas of 
land IS generally used in the cultivation No 
attempt is being made hero to produce ganja and 
charas, nor is fibie extracted from the stems of 
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tie plant At Broach and Nadind liemp is grown 
for iiEC as bhang only, but not to such an extent 
as in Surat 

8 There has been a continual decrease in the 
area under cultivation every year owing to the 
worry and trouble the cultivator is put In the 
lirst instance, before putting the seed into the 
ground he must apply to the mamlatdai for a 
pa'S, secondly, while the plant is growing he is 
cenerally watched by abhaii officers and the con- 
tractor, and thiidlv, when the crop is ready he 
must remove it under a pass and give it to the con 
tractoi for what he chooses to pay, » e , he is at 
“the mercy of the contractor, who generally has 
the contract for the whole province as at present 

9 The cultivation of hemp is generally com- 
menced from the middle of the rainy season till 
the cold season or till December in Gujarat and in 
July or August in Sind. The soil necessary for 
hemp culti\ation is loamy or sandy The ground 
IB first levelled and clcar^ of shrubs, etc It is 
then flooded and ploughed up, the seed is then 
put in by means of phatke (tubular vertical in- 
strument) Too much water is injurious to the 
growth of the hemp If there is no sufficient 
moisture the field is watered once or twice The 
low, sandy, clayish banks of nvers are oveirun 
once or twice with water, like the Indus or the 
Tnph, known as iaielio in Sind and bhata in 
Gujarat, is best suited for the growth of hemp 

10 In Sind and other places and in Surat the 
cultivation of hemp is confined not to one class 
The enltnafors are of the same class as other 
cultivators , any cultivator having land suitable for 
the growth of hemp may cultivate it 

11 In Sind, in the terntones of His High- 
ness Mir Ah Murad Khan, ganja is raised from 
the same seed ns bhang The plant intended for 
ganja becomes generally stunted on account of 
harder and rocky nature of soil underneath it. 
The lea\es get shnvelled This is the distinguish- 
ing featu-e of the plant which is left for ganja, 
which IS a female plant The flowers and tops of 
the branches assume the same form The flowery 
tops of the wild hemp plant known in Smd as Kohi 
or Kohistani possesses even without their being 
made into flat or round gnnja, the properties of 
ganja and much searched after by fakirs and 
sadhuB visiting those regions 

12 No I have no reason to suppose that wild 
hemp IB specially cultivated anywhere for the 
production of ganja 

13 No, on the contrary in Gujarat, tc, at 
Surat, Broach and Nariad, the cultivation of the 
hemp plant is restneted for bhang It might be 
BO restricted in Sind for aught I know. The 
cultivation of hemp for ganja alone is also pos- 
sible in Gujarat The conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, etc , are the same as for the cultivation 
of hemp , for bhang, a little richer soil, mixed 
with rotten leaves manure, is perhaps necessary, 

14 Yes, only bhang is prepared from the 
hemp plant in the province of Gujarat, t.e., in 
the Surat, Broach and Kaira districts In North- 
ern India, Sind and the Deccan ganja is produc- 
ed from the hemp plant So far as I know, 
charas is made at Yarkand and North Afghani- 
stan The extent of the -cultivation of hemp plant 
foi bhang only in Surat is about SO bighas, yield- 
ing about 300 maunds of bhang 

15 From the cultivated hemp plant the follow- 
ing two articles are made in the province of 
Sind •— 

Bhang, ’'which is of two lands, (1) bhang 


IJiiiti, and (2) bhang ghumdini Bhang 
khuti is the compound of leaves with seeds 
mixed together Tins is commonly used 
for making majum (bhang sweetmeat) and 
bhang ghi to be eaten Bhang ghumdini 
IS the topmost branch of the plant with 
leaves and seeds sticking to it, and used 
for drinking after it is well pounded and 
mixed with water. This is also done in 
Gujarat 

Ganja is known here to he of three kinds — 
(1) flat or chapat, (2) round oi ghundi, 
or bandi kali) and (3) chnr or broken 
This IS used for smoking ' 

I have read in books and heaid how ebaras is 
made in Yarkand, etc. It is also used for 
smoking 

16 Bhang is prepared by the people in their 
houses It IB also sold in liquid or diy state in 
the bazar It can be prepared fiom the plant 
wherever it grows Yes, ganja can also be so 
prepared, but not cbaias, the preparation of which 
is peculiar, and I will describe it, if requiied, 
orally 

17 The preparations of the hemp drug are 
made almost by all classes, Hindus and Muham- 
madans throughout India Some Parsis also 
prepare and dnnk bhang in Surat 

18 Yes, all three drugs deteriorate by keeping 
them over a j ear after the crop is cut or gather- 
ed It loses Its effect by time With oidmary 
care it keeps for a year or two The atmospheri- 
cal changes and exposure deteriorate the effects of 
the drug If after the crop is cut and dned, it 
18 kept in hermetically sealed tin cases, it is likely 
to retain its effects for a longer penod. 

19 Ganja and charas are used for smoking 
At Faizabad in Northern India, ganja is even 
eaten It is generally passed round in company, 
and every one present takes a pinch or two and 
puts it in hie mouth 

20 Charas and ganja are smoked by the Hindus 
and Muhammadans, i e , bairagis, sadhus, fakiis and 
others throughout India wherever they are avail- 
able Ganja is mostly smoked in Gujarat, where 
charas is not available 

21 Round, or what is commonly known as 
bandi kali or baluchar, is preferred for smoking 
Flat or chapat ganja is said not to be so intoxi- 
cating as round or baluchar ganja 

22 Charas is not used in the province of Guja- 
rat Sometimes small quantities are found with 
sadhus and bairagis or fakirs coming from Noith- 
ern India, Benares, etc , but it is kept by them 
more for show than foi actual use 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking. 

24 In Sind bhang is drunk almost by all 
olasses, Hindus or Muhammadans, males oi 
females, and even by children When mixed with 
massala and properly prepared, it is one of the most 
cooling and refreshing drinks, specially during the 
hot weather, I have peisonally drunk it when I 
was in Smd with great advantage to my health 
I will state my expenence of it in my oial examin- 
ation In Gujarat it is generally drunk by some 
of the Hindus and Muhammadans, and specially by 
the jewellers. It is a usual dnnk for the fakns 
and sadhus About 30 per cent of the Hindu 
male population and 10 pei cent Muhammadan 
male population and 1 per cent Farsi male popu- 
lation drink bhang in Surat. Bhang is not eaten 
except in majum and ghi 
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' 25 In Sind and Gii 3 'irat Uio nso of gnnja and 
blmn" IS on the mcreaso, as they kcjifc the iior- 
sous usin" 01 coiiBumiug them in good humour, 
pioduco appetite, digestion and rest, and arc not 
so heating as othei intoxicating drugs and drinks 
are 

26 Amongst the consumers there are— 

(oj 70 per cent of habitual moderate con- 
sumers, 

(1) 20 per cent habitual excessive consumers , 

(c) 5 per cent occasional moderate consum- 

ers, and 

(d) 6 per cent occasional excessive con- 
sumers of bhang and ganja 

27 Prom the Hindus and Mu=salmana They 
are mostly sadhus,baiiagis and fakirs, and some are 
well-to do Hindus and Mubammadaiis, There are 
various circumstances which lead ono to contract 
the habit of drinking bhang and smoking gaiija 

28 I guc below the average allowance and cost I 
of each drug per day — 

(a) Habitual model ale bhang drinker com- 
sumes about 12 pics iv eight, worth about 
8 pies. 

Habitual moderate ganja smoker smokes about 
2-i pics weight or about 2 annas worth 

(2) Habitual excecsivo consumer of bhang 
takes about halt a lb, or about three 
annas worth of bhang 

Habitual excessive smoker of ganja takes about 
fifty pies weight, worth about fiio annas, 

29 The well-to-do drinkcis of bhang generally 
mi\ almonds, pislacbios, poppy seeds, popiier, 
cardamoms, pumpkin seed, cummin and aniseed 
Hliatuta 18 not mixed except by bniingis or 
sadhiis who want to remain in unconscious or 
semi-conscious slate Ganja is ordinarily and 
exceptionally mixed w itU tobacco and smoked by 
all babitml oonsiimors except some sadhusorbaira- 
gis who smoko it in their cliillum without any 
mixtuie to get more intoxicated 

30 As to the extent of consumption of each of 
these drugs in solitude see my reply m paragraph 
28 In company more or about ono-tliird more is 
used by each consumer In Siud drinking of 
bhang is confined to both males and foranles, and 
in the ten days of Muliarram pots of bhang sweet- 
ened with sugar or jagii arc kept m tlic bazar 
for use by the masses of all ages, males and females, 
except Hindus who have their own bhang pots 
Ganja is smoked also by sadhiis’ childrsn, and 
there is no limit of ago when they commcnco 
smoking 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
IS gradually formed but not easily broken It 
develops fiom moderate into excessive habit in 
company or when the person using bhang or ganja 
IS in an indiGerenh health, 

32 Hxcopt amongst the sadhns and fakirs tlicie 
IS no custom, sooiil or religious, to use these 
drugs. It IS often said that a man is not admitted 
into the frateinity or class of fakirs or sadhus 
unless he commences with the dunking of bhano- 
or the smoking of ganja Bhang is generally 
temperately drunk by the fakirs, but ganja is 
excessively smoked by the sadhus It is likely 
to lead to formation ot habit, otherwise injurious 

31 Iho consumption of each, of these drugs is 
geneially regaided by educated people with dis- 
iavonr The '-r ' - ^ roliibits the 

use of any mi _ Amongst 


the Hindus for might I know it roa\ bo difiercnt. 

It 16 drunk or smoked by Hindu sadhus and 
Muhammadnn fakirs with incantation, invoking 
tbo aid of Mabadco or Anal link or Shah Babawal 
Hak, etc 

3k It would bo a senmis privation to tbo fnl irs 
and sadlm classes to forego the consumption of 
tbo dnigs they use I know of fakirs nod sadlins 
living for days togctlicr by simpU smoking ganja 
or drinking bhang It is m fact their food I 
can form no idea ns to the mitnbcr of each olacs, 
having no census slalistics before mo, but it may 
be put down that at least 15 per cent of tbo whole 
population of India will lx? put to tlic serious pn- 
vation They cmnof at once give up the use, 
fearing attacks of asthma, want of rest, appetite, 
and indigestion, 

35 It would not bo fcnsihlo to prohibit the use 
of any of these drugs in the present generation at 
least The drugs would bo illieitlv consumed 
The proliibition will cause serious discontent and 
lead to danger Edtitalioii is the only means of 
making the* future gciioriition miderstand tbo dis- 
ndviintagcs arising trom tbo consiimplion of any of 
these dnigs No cud of preaching will linvc any 
effect Oil Imbitunl consumers I do not think the 
prohibition would bo followed by recourse to (a) 
nlcobolio stimulants, or (i) other drugs 

SC Tltewc IS no reason for Uiinking that alcohol 
16 now being biihstituted for any of tlirso drugs 
On tbo contrary , fakirs and sadhus bate a’coboiic 
I drink 1 nctu illy tried this by offering spirituous 
I liquor to them, but they would not drink it 
I 37 Chans is said to lx? more intoxicating than 
I ganj 1 It IS mote myunous to human constitution 
' than ganja 

1 88 The throe different preparations of ganja 

1 produce diffeTciit cffeels on the consmiurs on 
! account of the three Icing a degree mon or kis 
intoxicating Proper effect is sccuicd by the con- 
sumer inercasing or decreasing tbo quantity ot the 
g^niija according to ils strength 

See my answer to paragraph 21 

89 Tbo smoking of any preparation of hemp 
plant is more injurious than drinking or eating 
bhang, ns the latter is more cooling and less 
intoxicating 

iO In Unanx Tib .and Persian books on medi- 
cines, like Mtijarreinf Do Jit, published at Agra 
by Hunshi Kislnnlal, Mujtirrcbat Akban published 
at Bombay by Jloban od Hiison, the uses of these 
dnigs are prcscnlxid for ditfcrent ailments, etc 
The Makh[dn-iil-A(hi(t dcscribis the adv.antages 
and disadvantages arising by tbo consumption of 
these drugs 

4 1 Tlio moderate i so of cbnrns, ganja or bhang 
IS considered bonofitial— 

(o)»as a food accessory or digestive, 

(5) as giving slaying power under severe 
exertion or exposure oi alleviation of 
fatigue , 

(c) ns a febrifuge or prov'ontivc of disease m 
malarious and unhealthy tracts I have 
seen sadlius enduring alter a smoko of 
ganja any amount of cold wilbont feeling 
Its least effect I have seen sadhus stand- 
ing in ico-like cold wntoi throughout tbo 
vviutcr night and morning with north- 
east cold W’lnd blowing I have also 
scon Mubammndans and Hindu labiiirers 
after a good drink of bliang working 
night and day stopping hi eaobes of bunds 
and banks of canals without any bad 



effect on tlieir liealth In Sind about 60 
Jiei Sent of population use tne drugs, 
specially bhang moderately 

42 The moderate use of these drugs is harmless 
foi reasons given above 

43 Moderate or even excessive consumers of 
any of these diugs are harmless and inoffensive to 
their neighbours They are nevei aggiessivp 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumei is 
lefreshing It pioduces slight intoxication It 
allays hunger and creates appetite. Its effects 
last foi five 01 six houis, and the after-effects are 
not bad 

45 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
diugs does not produce any noxious effects It 
does not impair the constitution nor does it injure 
the digestion oi cause loss of apnetite It is 
said to pi event djseutery, bronchitis, or asthma 
It does not impair the monl sense or induce 
laziness or habits of immorality oi debaueheiy 
Moderate dnnking of bhang and smoking of ganja 
does not deaden the intellect and pi oduce insanity, 
and I have no peisonal knowledge of any modeiate 
consumer becoming insane or suffering fiom any 
mental anxiety or biain disease Nor can the 
fakiia or sadhus whom I have consulted lay their 
hand on a particular person by way of example 

46 Habitual excessive use of these drugs is 
simply injurious, but personally I do not know 
any habitual excessive consumer becoming insane, 
nor have I been infoimed of any case by the fakirs 
and sadhus with whom I have been meeting and dis- 
cussing this matter To such consumei-s the dings 
aie haimless, but to novices it is veiy harmful 

47 and 48 It is not hereditary, noi does it affect 
the ohildien of moderate consumeis so far as I 
know and I am informed by the fakirs and sadhus 

49 and 50 1 do not know, but Peisian medical 
books, mentioned in paragraph 40, recommend use 
of bhang and majum (bhang sweetmeat) for excite- 
ment ot passion and sexual intercourse 

51 Theie are not many bad characters I Imow 
of who aie habitual moderate consumers of any of 
these drugs the use of which discourages crimes 


52 Excessive usC of any of these drugs will 
make the consumers afraid of doing any such 
thing 

53 Excessive indulgence in any of these diugs 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime, violent or 
otheiwise, I do not know ot any case m which it 
has led to tempoiary homicidal frenzy 

64 From whkt I know, these drugs have the 
advantage of discoui aging any act of violence oi 
crime There is a Sindhi pioverb that a bhangi 
(bhang drinker) may boast of high deeds, but 
when he is once diunk he is poweikss to do any- 
thing The defeat of the Sindhis at the battle 
of Miani near Hyderabad is always attributed to 
the effects of bhang 

55 Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims to partake of any of these 
diugs Complete stupefaction is pioduced with 
the adnuxture of dhatnra 

66 The effects of hemp used in moderation oi 
in excess, mixed with dhatuia, greatly increase 
intoxication 

57 Ganja is said to be eaten in Eaizahad on the 
Gomti In a company of fakirs or bairagis, a 
basket or box of ganja is passed round It is said 
to be very intoxicating I have no peisonal ex- 
perience of this 

60 and 61 No 

62 No It is quite feasible, The practice of 
obtaining a license befoie hemp is cultivated is 
quite sufficient 

63 No 

64 The present lestnctions aro quite sufficient 

65 The present taxation on bhang, chains, and 
ganja is excessive If it is reduced, it will not 
affect alcoholic or other intoxicants 

66 and 67 No. 

68 There are shops for the sale of these drugs, 
also of their preparations These are harmless 
places, 

69 No , the wishes of the people are not con- 
sulted when a shop is opened in any locality , I 
think people should be consulted, 

70 I am not aware 


116. Evidence of Rao Bahadur Venkat Rango Rath, Pensioner, JDharwar 


1 Mj personal experience and infoimation fiom 
two fiiends who have served long in the Abkari 
department, and intimacy with persons using hemp 
diugs 

2 Nothing but seed is produced from the male 
Ganja, bhang and all vawehes come from the 
female Bound ganja is not sold in this district 

S Hemp neither grows spontaneously nor is 
cbltivated in the Dhaiuar distiict. The Jath 
State IS the nearest tiact to Dhaiwar wheie the 
plant IS cultivated I have, however, seen the 
mule plant spontaneously grown singly in my 
gaiden once oi twice 

7 No 

14 No Ganja and bhang come from the Sataia 
distiict, especially from a town named Lengre 
Chans jb never sold in the bnzfii', and scarcely any 
man knows it 

15 Pieparations for eating and drinking — 

Bough majwn — Ganja cleaned and dried on 

fire is uowdeied and strained thiongh' cloth 
The poudei is then put lu a stiong (pukka) 


syrup prepared of lefined sugar or raw sugar 
while ou fare The mixtuie is immediately 
poured on a smooth board greased with ghee, 
and when it cools, it is cut into small slices 
foi use This majum was formerly sold undei 
license, but latterly fiom about ten j eais it 
IS not sold in the bazai 

BsfineA majum — Ganja, washed peifectly clean 
by lubbing with hands m water, is boiled in 
watei "When the water assumes green 
colour, butter in the proportion of one-half 
kacha seei to half a seer of ganja is put in 
the boiling Water When a thick green 
cream is seen on the surface, the pot is le- 
moved flora fire, ana its contents are sfiained 
thiough a rough woollen cloth so as the 
strained water containing the essence of ganja 
mixed with buttei would fall into the basin of 
cold water When tbe watei cools, a tbick solid 
cieam formed on tbe surface in the basin is 
eaiefiillj removed and tbe water thrown awaj 
Then a pakka syiup of kacha 6 seeis of good 
sugar is piepired,ia which half a nutmeg, i 
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tola oE roace, i tolaof saffron, i tola of almonds, 
4 or 5 cloves, all powdered together are pat 
together with the cream oE ganjn, and the 
whole IB poured on a smooth board and slices 
cut as above stated Habitual caters take 
about a tola of thismajnm for a dose 

BiiAhta — Bhang is cleaned and washed clean 
as aboie stated, and then pounded uilhuatcr 
till it becomes very fine The lump is then 
raised with milk in the proportion of 2 
tolas of the former to 4 kacha seeiB of the 
Httei, and about a kacha seer o£ sugar is 
added to the whole The above spices and 
diicd grapes are also put in the raisture, which 
IS then poured from a height of about 6 
feet into a pot placed on the flour This 
operation oE pouring continues fill the fluid 
becomes so sticky as to form one single thread 
from the upper pot to the lower Tlio more 
the fluid IE stick} , the better is its narcotic 
quality and flavour An expert dnnker of 
dudhia can dnnk ahout tw o kacha seers of it 
at a time Poor people mix milk and water in 
equal quantity or use water alone for jiropar- 
ing this beverage 

Some people swallow the lump of the bhang 
mixed with raw sugar or even alone, and some 
mix bhang with vegetables and flesh at the 
time of cooking 

Bhang powder mixed with bread or husk is 
given to cattle which have become lean This 
medicine makes them health} 

18 It keeps good for one } ear , after that it 
loses half its propert} and causes cough if smoked 
It becomes totallv useless after three ) cars The 
cause of dotonmation scims to bo the dampness of 
the climate In dr} cliinato it is said to continue 
undetonorated for a longer lime 

19 Ganja is used for smoking and eating 
Oharas is generally not Inown, if spoeiall} 
brought, a very little quantit} of it is used for 
smoking with ganja or tobaoco, the proportion 
being about 1 to 20 

20 All baicagis, gosains, fakirs and such otlier 
wanderers, Rajputs and Mussalmaus, gcncrall} 
hlarathas, Lengayets and artizans are less addicted. 
Jams and Brahmins rarcl} smol e , Pursis and 
Hindu cultivators never, peiliaps Christians also 
I speak of ganja alone, and not of ohnras 

21 Round ganja is not sold here, tlio flat is 
most used, the chur is not sold separately Well- 
to-do smokers bring ganja from bazar and se- 
parate clrar from it for their smoking, chnr is 
thus much more costly and it is more effcctivo 
thau ganja 

22. Oharas is generally not known in this part 

23 Not used for smokiig, 

24 Bairagis and fakirs drink bhang prepared 
in the manner stated under question 16 Other 
people aie not addicted to it Some persons 
prepare dudhia on festive occasions, especially in 
the hot season and take it at night as a luxury 

26 More gauja is consumed every year The 
number of consumeis is therefore on the increase 
The ^aeral increase ol population seems to be the 
chief lEXnot the ouly cause 

2() Respectable people of the classes stated 
under question 20 smoke ganja stealthily and 
moderately Excessive smokers among them are 
veiy rare Occasional modciato consumeis can 
be found here and there among most classes, but 
occasional excessive c6nsumers aic not to bo found 
an} where 


27. Bairagis and fakirs smoke ganja or drink 
bhang to make attention stead} and to wipe off 
fatigue But among other people, want of ocou- 
ation IB tlio principal cinso which leads to the 
ahit of using the hemp Association with 
smokers and drinkers may be said to be the next 
cause leading to the habit But in tins case also 
want of occupation is requisite Tradon-, sltoii- 
keepers, cultivators and such otlier people who 
aro engaged in their dail} work from morning till 
a late hour at night never lliiiik of gan}a or hliang, 
though they are associated with persons addicted 
to them 

28 Moderate Imhitual consuraor requires about > 
an ounce of ganja dail} and an oxcc'‘-ivc consumer 
about doiihlo of that quantil} Ganja is sold at 
annas fix per seer, or quarter anna’s weight per 
quarter anna when purchamd in small quantil}. 
The rale of bhang is lialf of ganja, i e , annas 
three per seer, or half anna's weight per pice 

20 Ganja is first washed clean b} rubbing it in 
the hands with water and thin it is put in the 
cliiUum for smoking with about half of its quantit} 
of tobacco Ganja smoked alone without the 
accompaniment of tobacco is believed to can've 
nnadnes*- If the quantit} of tobacco exceeds that 
of ganja, it produces cough I have not known 
nn}hod} using dbatiim with ganja or bhang, nor 
do I know bhang ronf'ala bee majum and du- 
dhia under question 15 

30 Ganja is gcncrall} smoked in comjian} ex- 
cept in the case of rcsi>totahlc jwople, who smoke 
It slealthil} in solitude Women arc seldom 
known to smoko ganja or drink bhang Majnm 
IS sometimes used b} them Children are not 
addicted to an} of these The habit of smoking 
begins with }outb and grows to Us ntmost in old 
age 

SI Baingis and fakirs who have some good 
objects 111 vnew , ns staled further on, cannot do 
without gaiija and bhang, nud in their case the 
habit rarcl} grows to excess But in the c-iso of 
otlier jicopie wont of oecnjialion and assoeiation 
witli consumors of gauja and bhang the chief 
inducement for forming the habit, lazint's being 
next to it The fame causes mn} bo said to 
develop the habit into the excessive 'Ihc habit 
once formed is not ess} to break oil 

32, People como from Noi thorn India cons dor 
thcniEcUcs bound to use ganja and bhang in the 
festival of Diiigapnja lu Navarafm Thu lower 
classes in these parts take the lihcrt} of smoking 
ganja moderately in fairs, but th.at does not ueces- 
sarily lead to tho formation of the habit 

33 If IB regarded with contempt in these parts 
Public opinion (both social and religious) is de- 
cidedly against the practice. For tlie Hindu Dbar- 
masbastra is strongly opposed to tdo use of anj 
narcotic or intoxicating ding A verse of the 
lUgved counts drinking among great sins and 
classes it with stealing gold, embracing a Shudra 
woman acooptanee of donation from sinful per- 
sons, etc The word surd ji.ana in this verso in- 
cludes all drinks afEoetmg the brain Manu counts 
mada, which means both intoxication and narco 
SIB, among tho ten vices caused by lust (eh. 7, 
vci-ses 47, etc ) 

84 Certainly so Bairagis and other wanderers 
cannot live without ganja for a moment, as they 
value it even more than iood The other classes 
enumerated under question 20 w ould also feel it 
very hard to give up their habit, simpl} because it 
18 the only luxury they enjoy and because the} 
cannot kill then time without its help 'Hu 
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numbei addicted to ganja and bhang would not be 
less than 20 per cent in this district i 

35 Ganja and bhang cannot be prohibited 
easily Senous discontent among, the consumers 
would be the consequence Still no political dan- 
ger need be apprehended, at any rate in Southern 
India, as most of the consumers are poor people 
having no influence in society. They will proba- 
bly take to drinking, 

86 So far as I bave known, no siieh person can 
be found A person addicted to either ganja oi 
alcohol may contract the habit of the other and 
continue both A person having both the habits 
occasionally substitutes ganja for liquoi for want 
of sufficient money, but he then tiies to get liquor 
as soon as possible Liquor is a moie costly luxury 
than ganja, and this explains why one addicted 
to ganja would not take to liquoi The influence 
of liquor IS stronger, but of a shorter duration, 
while that of ganja is milder, but of a longei 
duiation This also explains why a person addicted 
to either would not leave it in favour of the othei 

37 Oharas is believed to pioduee narcotic 
effect about twenty times more than common 
ganja See answer to question 19 

38 I have stated under question 21 that ehur 
IS much more effective than flat ganja 

39 Smoking is more injurious than drinking 
any preparation of hemp , and eating the same is 
least injurious of all Inordinate smokinir makes 
the eyes smoky or red and the lips hi itk, burns 
the blood and causes cough and constipation 
Moderate smoking with nourishing food is least 
injurious, and proves tome in some cases Driuk- 
luir bhang is not known to cause uny of these in- 
juries, even though the food is not nourishing 
Eating ganja or majum is equally harmless All 
smokers of ganja are required to take a prepaia- 
tion of fowl's meat at least once in six months 
to avoid these diseases Those who do not take 
animal food take buttei, milk, or ananas for the 
same purpose 

40 The pioperties of hemp or vijoya given in 
the Vidja Nighantu aie as follows — 

Vi]oya or hemp is bilious, strong, hitter, hot, 
constipating, light for digestion , it increases appe- 
tite, creates taste in the tongue, causes stupor, 
gives tone to speech oi makes one talkative, causes 
swoon (when excessively used) and is an autidote 
to phlegmatic and rheumatic iffeotions Hemp 
18 further believed to make the attention steady , 
and for tins reason it is smoked or drunk by learned 
shastries in the north when they attend to their 
studies They call hemii plant duyaiiavalli, or 
plant of knowledge With regard to cattle is- 
ease, see the last paragraph of answer to ques- 
tion 16 

t 

41 Ganja and bhang especially are believed to 
be digestive and tome when modeiately u-ed 

In medicine ganja is used as an antidote on the 
loss of manly power and on all varieties of diai- 
ihoea I practice in native medicine, and give 
ganja on diarrhcea as follows — Wash good ganja 
in clean fiesh water by rubbing with hands till 
clean water instead of green issue? from it Then 
after drying in the sun mix it with a little fresh 
ghee (about one-tenth of its quantity) by lubbing 
with the hands Bake the whole on hre and 
reduce it to a fine powder by pounding and stiain- 
ing through cloth Mix the powder with an 
equal quantity of lad or raw sugar The medicine 
IS ready This taken from i fxi i tola (accoiding 
to the patient's strength) at bed time effectively 
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cheeks all soits of diarrhoea including long-stand- 
ing sangrahant, in which undigested matter is 
accumulated and discharged alternately for short 
periods of about two or three days 

42 I consider so I bave seen peisons who 
smoke ganja once or twice a day and keep excel- 
lent health They devour food like brutes But 
they become easily irritable and lather quarrel- 
some, 

43 They become somewhat hot tempered and 
quarrelsome “ Bbangat" and “ ganjekas " aie 
teims used as other woids for quarrelsome But 
these geneially apply to those who indulge exces- 
sively m bhang or ganja 

44 Moderate use immediately produces a state 
of drowsiness which is not unpleasant, excessive 
use stupefies or produces delirium, but nevei in- 
toxication Modemte use is refreshing, creates 
appetite and makes the attention steady, thinking 
on the uppermost subject in the mind and per- 
formance of the work in hand, continuing without 
deviation till the effect lasts Majum moderately 
taken at bed time gives good sleep None of the 
dings aie known to produce any after-effect, but 
the want of gratification at the appointed time 
makes one dispmted or dejected 

I 45 (3) Yes See under question 39 

(c) No It inoieases appetite 

(d) It causes bronchitis, but checks dysentery 
and diarihcea See undei questions 39 and 41 

(e) It induces laziness and makes its consumeis 
quarrelsome 

(/■) See under question 40 But habitual 
excessive use produces peimanent insanity I 
have seen in my youth a Brahmin aged 50 who 
had become insane by the use “Df ganja and bhang 
{torn youth, At the tune seen by me he ate no- 
thing but gram boiled with a handful of ganja or 
bhang, whichever he could get He did not sep- 
aratelj smoke ganja or drink bhang The gram 
was once boi'ed m the morning and consumed till 
evening He nevei shaved his liead or beard and 
appeared like a biirngi with sunken and smoky 
eyes, diied (ace and black lips, tnough he was veiy 
healthy He walked always baie-hodied and 
bathed daily in cold water He behaved like a 
simpleton or a fool, and was peifectly haimiess 
His wife had expelled him from her house, and he 
importuned everybody he met to advise her to 
accept him 

46. See the above answer 

47 I cannot ansa ei this question with ceitain- 
ty, but can tell something more about the same 
man of whom I have spoken above He was the 
son of a sage who is still lememhered with respect 
and regard in the Southern Maratha country, and 
IS said to have woiked miracles The insane son 
has left two danghteis abo are peifectly sane, 
and the son of one of them is now a mamlatdai, 
though very young 

48 See the above answer. 

49 Sea under question 41 I know nothing 
about Its use by prostitutes So far as I have 
known, a moderate use of hemp for a short time 
to stimulate sexual desiie is not at all injuiious 
1 bave known no case of impotence produced by 
bemp> 

50, Exccessive use of hemp may give rise to 
impotence as the consequence of constipation, 
which is its immediate effect. 


2i 



226 


51. The term “bad ebaraoter*' seems ratbei am- 
biwuous A moderate consumer o£ hemp m any 
fotm becomes irritable and raises quanel at the 
slightest c'luse Quarrelsotneness may le^d to 
causing iii 3 uiy to others Besides this I am not 
aware of any othei ciime which a modeiate con- 
sumei of hemp is prone to commit 

62 The above character is more marked if the 
consumer does not become insane 

53 A Lengaj et trader of this place, wbo was 
much addicted to smoking ganja, killed bis own 


blether in sleep at night. He denied the charge 
in bis trial, but was ultimately banged Some 
other persons using ganja, wbo pa<=s for respect- 
able men, aie spspected of the same crime lor the 
sake of money and other causes 

54 to 56 I have no knowledge of the matter 
57 I have not known ganja used foi drinking 
As to its bein'r used for eating, see ansneis to 
questions 15, 45, etc, where its efFt cts are also 
stated 


117 Evidence of Gukappa Eachappa, Lengmjet, Office of Shetli (Eevemie and 

Police)) JDItartoar. 


1 As I have been serving as Shetti (Revenue 
and Bohce) of the town ot Dliaiwar for a long 
time, I have had ample oppoitunities to deal With 
matters in connection with the hemp dings The 
infoimation which I attempt to submit is conse- 
quently based oh my long esp“nence of the mode 
of living of the people addicted to the use of the 
drugs, and also on bearing the cultivato'-s of the 
plant, contractors of faims, and tradeis dealing 
in them 

2 The definitions, as given in No 2 of the 
questions, being equivocal, maj be accepted for 
out province, 

3 The hemp plant grows spontaneously in the 
districts of Dharwar, Belgaum, Bijapur, Satara, 
and Abmedmgar The pliints grow wbeievei the 
seeds happen to fall down on the ground in back 
j aids 01 m other open places, but they do not 
yield ganja and die away ns useless vegetables 

4 Ganja is also known by the follouing names 
(I) Green tobacco, uhicb is called in Kanarese 
“hasaia larabak,” (2) Ascetic leaf, which is 
called m Kanarese “ shiddha patii ”, and these 
tel ms refer exactly to ganja. 

The consumers of ganja aie looked donn bj 
the public in general, as they aie geneially called 
in Kanarese “bbangi mukka, ganji nmkka” 
They cannot claim respect in society They have 
preferred calling it by diSerent names from that 
of ganja, wh ch is odious and detestable 

5 The wild hemp grows wherever the seeds get 
into the giound, but does not yield anr ciop , 
therefore no special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, etc , can be prescribed to be necessary 

6 The growth of the wild hemp is ordinal ilj 
scattered like tobacco plants 

7 The hemp is cultivated in onr province for 
the production of the ganja alone and and not for 
charas, which is the mtuial yield of the plantfe, 
ahd also not foi bhang, uhich is obtained in 
course of the process of the preparation of the 
ganja and while packing it up for export It is 
not cultivated for fibie or seedfe 

It IS cultivated in (1) Lengre and Devikhindi, 
and in their suirounding villages in the Vithe 
taluka of the Satara district , (2) in Savalgi of the 
Jamkhandi State, (3) m Surdiin the Barsi taluka 
of the Sholapur district , aud (4) in some villages 
of the Ahmednagar district It is cultivated in 
fields of which the soil is best fitted for the pui- 
pose The produce m these places suffices for the 
requirements of the distiict comprised in the 
Cential and Southein Divisions 

8 Erom the information obtainable, it is 
ascertained that the cultivation covers a ]a"ger 


aiea than before Tlie increase in the area has 
been gradii d, because the number of consumers 
is gradually mcieasing and the price of the hemp 
drugs is rising 

9 The land in the first place is turned up, 
clods hi okeii, aud the soil piepiied bv putting 
manurml matte is for cultivation Ihe seeds, 
consisting of male and female and mixed up, aie 
sown from Ponarvasn to Pusbj'a Nakslntras m 
the Hindu mouth of Sliravana (corresponding 
English month Angustl in coulter drills TViien 
the plants grow to the heiglit of a foot or so and 
aie dense, the male plants, which do not yield 
ganja are rooted out, to leave the female ones 
Bufhcient space between If nil the plants in a 
line are female, some of them also are rooted out 
to il low the rest sufficient space between The 
space between the two plants should ordinarily be 
not less than a foot If the plants aie dcD»e they 
do not thiive, and the jield is poor and deterior- 
ated in qualitj The leaves of the female joung 
plants are nipped off to invigorate then growth 
It. IS h irvested in December 

10 The persons who cultivate hemp are not 
neces'-aiily of anv special ola's Thej are of the 
classes from which lields are cultivated for agn- 
cultur il produce 

11 The plants cultivated foi the pioduetion 
of ganja aie never laised horn the seed of the wild 
hemp, hut from those grown bj cultivation The 
seeds of the piectding veai are pieseived for 
sowing foi the ensuing j ear 

12 The wild hemp is not generally cultivated 
foi the pioductioii ot ganja anywhere The male 
plant should in either case he extnpated 

15 The ciillivation of the hemp pi mt for ganja 
IS lestricted in oui piovince It is lestricted to 
the districts of Satara, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, 
and to the State of Jamkhindi, because ganja 
grows only in these districts The hemp plant 
18 not giown in the other districts, therefore they 
aie not restnoted there It is cultivated in the 
above Ghat districts only The soil for its culti- 
vation should be whitish-bhck (InlyenJ or led 
soil (m isau) with no stones m it The rainfall 
required should be a little more than that required 
foi the growth of jwheat and a httle less than that 
required foi jowan The climate should be cold 
Its culiivation is impossible in Mallad tracts, 
w'here the i iinfall is geneially heavy and the soil 
is led and stony, and also in rich black soil, where 
the rainfall is untimely and generally insufficient 
Theie aie some places where the soil will he fit 
to cultivate the hemp plant, but the people there 
being quite ignctant to cultivate it, it is not 
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undertakeiij as it is restricted by Government^ 
and IS attended with inoidinate agricultuial laboui 

14 In onr province ganja, eharas and bhang 
are piepared in places enumeiated in answer No 7 
to meet tbe requirements of the consumeis in the 
Central and Southern Divisions 

15 The wild plant is nowhere gro'wn in our 
province, therefore no description of the products 
therefrom can be given I desenhe the methods 
of the preparation of the three products of the 
cultivated hemp plant, 

When the plants are full grown and wide-spiead, 
the tassels shoot out at the top, resinous or 
sticky substance is found over the stems and 
the tassels when the ganja is said to have 
been ripe and the harvesting season appi cached 
Then the tassels aie cut or nipped o2 The 
resinous matter which comes m contact with the 
fingers while cutting or nippjng off the tassels is 
rubbed against an edged thing, and when the 
matter is sulficiently thick it is collected and 
formed into small pills These pills aie called 
eharas 

The length of the tassels (or ears) varies in 
length from two to eight inches The tassels so 
removed from tbe pi ints aie spread over a matting 
in three layers, one over the othei, and covered by 
another matting, and they are tiodden The 
tassels stick to one another The upper matting 
IS then taken away, and the tassels aie exposed to 
open air till they are dried and then deposited in a 
place This is called ganja 

Pieces of ganja tassels or powder found lying 
underneath the tns'els trodden under foot and also 
at the time of packing up are called bhang 

In North Hindustan, towards Benares, the 
bbang'pioducing plants are said to be of quite a 
differint kind from the hemp plants known here 
The pieces or powder of the leaves of the plants 
are used in smoking, eating, and dunking The 
paiticulars as regards the prepaiation of the ganja, 
eharas and bhang for the purposes of smoking, 
eating and drinking are given in detail in answer 
No 29 

16 'Bhang is not prepared generally by the 
people in their bouses It cannot bo prepaied 
from the wild hemp plant, because it does not 
yield ganja, but only seeds Ganja oi chaias 
cannot be prepared from the wild plant wherever 
grown 

' 17 The cultivators of the hemp plant prepare 
the drugs There is no particular class which is 
specially set to work at it 

18 Ganja, eharas and bhang deteriorate by 
keeping They quite lose their effect in course 
of time With ordinaiy care they letain their 
natural propertits foi one year, thereafter they 
gradually lose them. After two years they quite 
lose then qualities By exposure to wind and 
sun the diugs are spoiled, and by moisture and 
dampness they give out a bad smell To prevent 
deteiioration the drugs must be kept in a warm 
and unwindy place, and -should not be exposed 
to open air The use of the deteiiorated ganja is 
said by its consumers to be burning in the 
stomach 

19 Ganja is used for smoking, eating and 
drinking, while eharas is used exclusively foi 
smoking The foimer, being obtainable in all 
places, IS used foi such pui poses , but the latter 
only m places wheie it is produced 

20 Ganja IS used for smoking by all classes of 
people, except Europeans and Parsis, to the pro- 
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portion of about 1 to 400 Lengayet and Brahmins, 
1 to 100 other Hindus and Musalmans It is 
generally so used in all localities 

Oharas is produced to a limited^ extent, there- 
fore the class of people which consumes it and its 
proportion cannot be satisfactorily ascertained 

21, Round ganja is most preferable for smoking, 
next to it IS flat ganja, and lastly chur ganja 
The supply of flat ganja is sufficiently procurable 
in all local ties, therefore it is generally used 

22 Oharas is produced in the Central Division, 
and used only in that division It is not impoited 
in the Southein Division, as it is not customary 
among the consumeis here (Southein Division) to 
use it Foieign eharas is not imported into our 
province 

22. Bhang is used for smoking in all locahties 
by all classes of consumeis, except Europeans and 
Barsis, when ganja is not available The use of 
bhang being exceptional, the extent cannot be 
ascei tamed 

24 Consumers of all classes of Hindus and 
Musalmans and in all localities eat and drink 
bhang The proportion of eaters is 1 to 1,000 
and of drinkers 1 to 500 

25 The use of ganja, eharas and bhang is 
incieanng The reasons for the increase aie as 
follows — 


(a) The number of population is increasing 
gradually, as asceitained from the tables 
ol the general census of 1891 

(i) The opening of railway communication, 
which bungs all classes of people from 
abroad, among whom aie consumers 
of ganja, etc , and takes away people 
to places where they are compelled or 
induced to have reoouise to it either 
by the effects oi by the influence of 
company 

(c) The number of consumeis having thus 
increased, the number of fiiends in 
their company is also proportionately 
increased, so the use among thefiiends 
has natuially become general Of late 
the consumers, having regard to the 
increased number, have not been now 
proportionately held in so much dis- 
respect as befoie This has been a 
strong incentive for the people of loose 
characters 


26 The proportion of the consumeis is as 
follows — 


1 per cent 
snmers 
i per cent 
sumeis 
I per cent 
Eumeis 
J per cent. 
Burners 


{a) habitual moderate con- 
{&) habitual excessive con- 

(c) occasional moderate con- 

(d) occasional moderate con- 

i 


2 


27 The following classes of people, except 
Euiopeans and Parsis are — 

(а) Vedantis (philosophers), musicians 
^ (gavyis), etc 

(б) People of bad chaiacters, bava, bairagi, 

gosavi, fakir, 

(c) The sick, who find lelief from the suffer- 

2 I 2 
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mgs of their sichness m the use of the 
drugs 

(d) The lunatics, whose lunacy has been 
brought on by excessive use 

28 The average allowance and cost of each of 
these drugs per diem are as follows — 

Pes diem Cost 
H atitnal moderate con ■§ tola 2 pies 

BUlOeTS 

Habitual excessive con- not exceeding 8 ,r 
eumers 2 tolas 

29. All classes consuming gan3a, charas and 
bhang by smoking ordinarily mis tobacco alone, 
or with cloves, mace, nutmeg and cardamom 
Gan3a and bhang, when used foi eating, are gene- 
rally mixed with 3agri, or at times with sugar, 
while, when used for drinking, jigri, opium 
seed and bada sape are generally mixed , and at 
times, to m ike the piepaiation flavoious, sugar, 
opium seed, bada sape, black pepper, dned ginger, 
caidamom, nutmeg, mace and cloves aie mixed 
All classes of people follow the same procedure in 
the use of the drugs foi eating and dunking 
Tobacco is mixed to lessen the offensive smell , 
sugar and 3agri, etc , are mixed to make the 
preparation palatable , the opium seed for intoxi- 
cation , and bada sape, dned gingei and black 
pepper for digestion Dhatura or opium is mixed 
in exceptional cases to make the preparation 
stronger This is done by only a few people who 
are experts 

A preparation known as bhang massala is not 
sold for the purpose of Deing mixed with any of 
these dings Bhang massala consists of the 
following ingredients — 

Horse radish baik, onion seed, toddy, 3agri, 
gnihc, mustard seed, yellow tuimenc, aseafoetida, 
black pepper, dry ginger, sweet flag, on is root, long 
pepper, almond, nutmeg, common salt, ink nut, 
cbilly 

30 The drugs are consumed by a few only in 
solitude and by most in company It is mainly 
confined to the male sex above the age of 15 yeare 
Females do not generally consume it There may 
be two or three females consuming it in the whole 
town of Dharwar, Bojs below 15 years do not 
use these diugs 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
IS easily formed by contracting fnendship with 
those addicted. It is difficult to break off the 
habit when once formed There is a tendency in 
the case of any of these drugs for the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive 

32 There aie no religious customs which compel 
the use of these drugs The social custom among 
the gosavis, bavas, baiiagis and fakirs is to use them 
at the time of marriage ceremonies, festivals, etc , 
for the sake of amusement in company The use 
IS essential in connectiou with such custom The 
use is generally temperate m the beginning, and m 
course of time it becomes excessive with some con- 
sumers, 01 It becomes the habit No in3unous 
effects are produced when used temporarily 

S3 The consumption of each of these drugs 
IS considered ob3ectionabl»>, because they are intoxi- 
cating Public opinion (social or religious) m 
regaid to the practice is piohibitive The nee of 
the drugs is generally in disrepute, because it 
absorbs money, obstructs profession, spoils health, 
and IS generally abominable in the eyes of the 
public The hemp plant is on no occasion wor- 
shipped by any sects of the people, except that the 
pi educe IS worshipped before carrying it home by 
the cultivator as other agricultural produce The 


crop when ripe is also worehipped before being 
reaped, and a caste dinner is given in honour of the 
same, and offerings are made 

84 It would he a serious privation to all con- 
sumers, irrespective of any class, who are excessive 
in then habits Such people, in the absence of 
these drugs, become very deplorable, impatient, 
irntanve, quairelsoine, and shamelessly humble 
The moderate consumers m their absence do not 
feel much beyond than that they are uneasy and 
restless The probable numbers of each class are 
given in answer No 26 

85 It would he feasible to prohibit the use of 
any or all of these drugs In that case it would 
be consumed illicitly The only course open to pro- 
hibit tlie use of the drugs is to prohibit the culti- 
vation of the hemp plant The prohibition would 
occasion serious discontent among the consumers 
Such discontent would not amount to political 
danger, because the number of consumers is pro- 
poitionately very small, poor, and weak The 
prohibition will create in them a strong incentive 
to have recourse to alcoholic stimulants or other 
drugs, but thej cannot afibrd to buy them a 
quantity sufficient to satisfy their daily require- 
ments 

S6 These drugs being available af modeiate 
rates, there is no reason for thinking that alcohol 
16 wished as a substitute 

87 The smoking of charas produces stronger 
intoxication than that of gan3a smoking 

38 Of the thiee kinds of ganja (round, flat 
and chur) round is the best, flat better, chur .s the 
last m point ol intoxication Round gan3a is not 
imported into the Dharwar district, because jts 
produce is limited 

39 The smoking of any preparation of the 
bempplantisa moie iD3unous form of consumption 
than drinking or eating the same oi any other pre- 
paration, because tlie smoke gets into the breast, 
which IS blackened, and consequently the consumer 
is jmpoveijshed, as is obseived from long ex- 
perieuce 

40 The use of these drugs is presoribed on 
account of its medicinal qualities bv native doctors, 
and they are also used in the treatment of cattle 
disease 

41 The modeiate use of charas, gan3a and 
bhang may be beneficial in its effects— 

(a) As a food not accessory or digestive 

(i) It bos no staying power under severe , 
exertion or exposure, but alleviates 
fatigue 

(c) As febrifuge or preventive of disease to 

a ceitain extent in malarious and un- 
healthy tracts when mixed with cloves, 
dried ginger, jagii, and pipli 

(d) As tonic when cattle become emaciated 
and refuse fodder and water In such 
cases the use of gan3a or bhang will create 
hunger, strengthen the digestive power, 
and enrich the blood 

The classes enumerated in answer No 2.7 use 
the drug for the above purposes in the proportion 
given in answei No 26 It is the moderate habi- 
tual use of the drug and moderate occasional use 
in reference to which I have explained above 

42 The moderate use of any of these drugs, 
though not pernicious at once, gradually proves so, 
because the blood is burnt, strength fails, and the 
quantity of food is lessened 

43 The moderate consumers are inofi’ensive to 
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their neighbours, because they do not lose their 
temper 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use 
of smoking on the habitual consumers is satisfac- 
tion, and they aie mtoxioated foi about an hour 
and free from all cares By eating and drinking 
the effect of intoxication lemains for about six 
hours This intoxication is looked upon as a 
lelief It IS refreshing It produces intoxication 
It does not allay hunger It does not cieate 
appetite The aftei-effects tell upon the health of 
the consumers The want of subsequent gratifica- 
tion produces uneanness 

45 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
diugs produces noxious effects on body and mind, 
but not on morahty It burns the blood and im- 
pairs constitution It injures the digestion and 
causes loss of appetite It causes dysentery, bron- 
chitis, or asthma It does not impair the moral 
sense It induces lamess, but not habits of im- 
morality or debauchery It deadens the intellect, 
and does not produce insanity, therefore further 
queries need no explanation 

46 By habitual excessive use of any of these 
drugs the following are the effects — 

They produce insanity, which compels the con- 
sumer "to be indolent or wandering without doing 
any harm to others It is permanent and not 
temporaiy There are no insanes who have their 
recoided ganja history confessing the use of the 
drug When a person has been suffering from 
mental anxiety or brain disease, he may give him- 
self up entirely to the use of the drug to seek 
relief from the derangement It subsequently 
becomes habit, and such habit, when excessive, 
makes him lose all self-control, and he thus finally 
becomes insane. 

47 The use of any of these drugs does not 
appear to be a hereditary habit, nor does it affect 
in any way the cluldieu of the moderate con- 
sumer 

48 The excessive use of any of the^e drugs 
does not also appear to be a hereditary habit , but 
the progeny of the excessive consumers become 
weak and sickly 

49 The moderate use is not practised as an 
aphrodisiac. A very few prostitutes only use 
the drugs, such as Toded Kaji, aged 85, Musal- 
man , Tari, aged 30, Maratha 

The use of these drugs is not more injurious 
than its use as an ordinary narcotic The moder- 
ate use of hemp does not tend to produce impo- 
tence 

60 By excessive use the blood burns and 
strength fails It is not used excessively by 
prostitutes It is more injurious than its use as 
an ordinary narcotic, such as loss ot appetite, 
weakness of digestive powei and impotence 

61 About half the bad characters are habitual 
moderate smokers of ganja They smoke all 
round the year, and dnnk it in the form ot ghota 
m the hot season only m addition to smokmg 
The moderate consumers do not commit any 
crime or crimes of any special character The 
practice of drinking ghota m winter brings on 
pain in the body 

6^ About one-fourth of the bad characters are 
habitually excessive smokers ot ganja all round 
the year They drink it as ghota in addition to 
smofang in hot season 

53 The excessive indulgence in any of these 
drugs incites to unpremeditated cnme, violent or 


otheiwise I do not know any case in which it 
has led to commission of homicide 

54 These drugs are not used by criminals to 
foitify themselves to commit any premeditated 
act ot violence or otherwise 

56 Criminals, in order to further their designs, 
induce their victims not accustomed to use the 
diugs to partake of any food or confection prc- 
paied by their mixtures and make them uncon- 
scious Complete stupefaction by administering 
this preparation is obtained to gain their object 
■Without the admixture complete stupefaction 
cannot be caused 

56 The effects of hemp used (a) m moderation 
and (4) in excess, modified by the admixture of 
sngai, jagri and othei sweet substance are 
worse, and by the admixtuie of sour and cold sub- 
stance are less than those detailed in answeis 
Nos 45 and 46 About eight years ago some 
people of Dhnrwar accustomed to use ganja mixed 
dhatuia in it, prepared curry, and ate it with 
wheat bread in the afternoon An hour after they 
were intoxicated, and while going back to then 
houses in intoxication they were unconscious and 
could not take caie of themselves, and weie also 
naked If the admixture is administered to those 
who are not accustomed to the use of the drugs, 
the mtoxication continues for about 24 hours. 

57 Ganja is used for eating and drinking, but 
charas only for smoking mixed with tobacco lu 
smoking ganja, tobacco is mixed by half the 
quantity of ganja, and in smoking charas it is 
mixed by double 

58. I consider the administration is capable of 
improvement 

59 In paragraph 9 of the ganja license, ganja 
is permitted to be sold not exceedmg 40 tolas to 
one person This concession allows a number of 
people to gather together to indulge themselves 
in consuming the ganja This assembly, idle as 
it IS and spendthiift, conspire together in oommit- 
ting offences and bad actions It should theiefore 
be ruled that one person should have only five 
tolas or less once in a day 

60, The existing sy stem works well and requires 
no modification 

61 Yes, they aie sufficiently controlled, and 
that the system requires no modification in anj’ 
respect For producing chains only the hemp 
plant IS not cultivated 

62 The hemp plant is not cultivated for the 
pioduotion of bhang 

63 There is no objection to the present system 
of vend of preparations of ganja, chains and 
bhang being toutinued 

64. I have no objection to the existing regula- 
tions goveimng the export and import of these 
drugs, 01 of their preparations from and into your 
province, or their transport within the province, 

65 The pnce of ganja is more and that ofbhaug 
less This being the case, the taxation on both 
IS alike The rate of tax should be m pro- 
portion to their price, and thej should not be im- 
ported or exported together covered by one and the 
same pass The rate of tax on bhang should, in ' 
my humble opinion, he one-tenth on that of ganja 
The amount of tax on the diugs and alcohol is pro- 
portionate to their price Chans is not sold m 
shops, because the production is not sufficient to 
export, nor is there any demand foi it 

The tax on it is therefore not imposed, 

66. No, not necessaiy 
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67 None whatever 

68 . None 

69 The wishes of the public ingeneril are not 
consulted at piesent in any way befoie a shop is 
Opened in any locality Tlie opinion of the 
Taluka Revenue Offieei (mamlatdai) is asked by 

''the Collector, and the mamlatdur consults the 
village officers Local opinion is desuable, so that 
the respectable and well-bohaved persons in the 
villao-e or town should have a voice in the welfare 
of the village community in general 

70 Theie are no such facts to which I should 
draw attention Duty is paid in respect to the 
ganja and other hemp drugs used It is likely 
tnat theie may he some people who maj he using 
drugs bought from the Native States and le- 
moved to others within the limits of the Bnti«li 
Government , but it is impossible to detect such 
illicit tiansactions inasmuch as the N itive States 
are, I think, not bound by the regulations in 
force m British India 

General information 

Boia IS prepared as follows — Broken 30 wan is 
steeped in water for three days , then the watei 
only IS boiled, and in it powdei and the steeped 
broken jowari nith bhang are put Again the 
whole mixture should be boiled, and, when it 
becomes thick, the stuff should be spread on a 


matting Over it the flour of geiminating ragi 
separated fiom its germs should he spimkled 
Ihis preparation is then put into an earthen jar, 
which should be buried half in the ground, and 
should be allowed so to lem nn for two days, 
then it should be stiamed twice and the liquid 
diunk This liquid is called boja, which possesses 
intoxicating power 

Majum is prepared as follows — 

(a) Ordinaiy prepaiatiou of bhang should be 
fned on an non pan and should he 
powdered and strained This should 
be mixed with boiled sugar and form- 
ed into slices The mixture should 
be m propoition of one seer of bhang 
'' to SIX seers of sugar A seer is equal 

to R 20 weight 

(5) Rich or sumptuous preparation of bhang 
(seer 1) should be boiled in ghee (seer 
1), and in it the following ingredients 
should be mixed — ■ 


Nutmeg 

Tolas 

1 

Dricil grapes 

6 

Saffron 

i 

4 

Almond 

20 

Cardamom 


Refined sugar 

8b 


The whole mixture should he prepared in the 
form of cakes aud cut into small slices 


1.18 Evidence of Lalbas Laxmonji, Ksliatnya, Soltoifo) 's Qlerl, Bombay. 


1 Personal experience foi the last thirty years 

2 I know bhang by the names of bhaug, subji, 
maya and dnyanavalli, and ganja as ganja Flat 
ganja is used in Bombay 

19 Ganja is used only for smoking in Bombay 

20 Hindus and Muhammidms smoke ganja 
here The propoition ot ganja smokeis is 1 irger 
among Hindus than Muhammadans Ganja is 
smoked among all castes of Hindus iii geiieril 

21 Flat ganja is the only ganja obtainable here 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking 

24 Bhang IS generally dunk and not eaten 
A small quantity is however eaten The bhang that 
IB eaten is fiist cleansed by washing and removal 
of dirt The bhang is then filed in ghee on an iron 
pan and mixed with spices, such as pepper, al- 
monds, sugai candy, poppy seeds, and various 
olhei kinds of seeds The mixfuie is next pow- 
deied, when it is ready to he eaten This prepara- 
tion IS usuallj eaten on journeys and when the 
consumer has difficulty in prepaiing the dunk 

Jams, Brahmins, hanias, Kshatns and some 
labouiers among Hindus consume bhang Muham- 
madans also use bhang, but in fewer numbeis than 
among Hindus Bhang is generally eaten bj 
Hindus of the castes mentioned .ibove 

25 I think there is a small increase in the 
number of ganja smokers m Bombay I have 
formed this opinion from what I see 

27 Both Hindus and Muhammadans smoke 
ganja More Hindus smoke than Muhammadans 
Kshatns, banias and Hindus of the labouring 
class chiefly smoke ganja Sadhus smoke ganja 
largely Among Muhammadans a number of 
fakirs smoke ganja The practice of smoking ganja 
tal es its nso chiefly on account of luxmious 
habits with a view to a relief of miseries aud an- 
xieties and for medicinal purposes Sadhus smoke 


ganja chiefly with the object of producing con- 
centration of mind in then devotions 

28 A model ate habitual consumer of ganja 
will smoke one tola per diem, and this will cost 
him one anna An excesssive habitual consiimei of' , 
ganja will smoke three tolas a day, which will 
cost him three annas 

An habitual moderate consumer of bhang will 
drink about quartei ol a tola a day, costing him 3 
pies, which includes the cost of ordinary spices 
aUo The habitual excessive consumer will drink 
one tola of bhang, costing him about one anna 
with ordinary spices The quantities mentioned 
here of bhang refer to quantities made clean and 
ready to be consumed 

29 Ganja is ordinarily smoked with tobacco in 
equal parts Exceptionally the ganja is washed in 
rose water, and a paiticle of musk is added with 
tobacco Ganja is sometimes smoked fiom a 
pipe prepared fiom a piece of sugai cane 

It is essential that tobacco should be mixed 
with the ganja to be smoked, otherwise the ganja 
could not be smoked The ganja is washed in 
rose water with a view to making the smoke cooler 
and pie isaiit A particle of musk is added to per- 
fume the ganja smoke Ganja is smoked from 
the sugaicane pipe to cool the smoke 

Bhang IS ordinarilj mixed with water, with a 
little black pepper and sugai added to it Ex- 
ceptionally it is prepared in milk with black pepper, 
raidamoins, sugai, saffron, almonds, rose buds, 
poppy seeds, cucurabei seeds, white pumpkin seeds, 
melon seeds, and other ingredients The black 
pepper is added to bhang with the object of pre- 
venting stomach-ache and wind The other things 
are added with the view of making the dnnk 
pleasant DLatuia is never used so far as I know 
with ganja or bhang I know of no preparation 
known as bhang massala 
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SO Ganja is usually smoked in company , bhang 
IS also drunk in company Both gan]a and bhang 
are, however, used by individuals when alone 
Ganja is usuallj smoked by males and the same 
may be said with reference to bhang In the 
course of my experience I have seen Only about 
three females smoking gan 3 a and drinking bhang, 
and these women were not of good charactei 
The consumption of ganja and bh mg is seldom 
begun before the age of sixteen, and the use is 
continued to all ages It is not usual for children 
to consume any of these di ugs 

81 The habit of consuming ganja and bhang 
IS easily foimed if the individual associates with 
persons ubo U'-e these drugs If the habit of 
consuming ganja and bhang becomes habitual, it 
IS difficult to break it off There is some tendency 
for the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 

3& I know that offerings of bhang- are made 
to the god Shiva m the months of April, May 
and June Duiing August and September these 
oflterings are made also Bhang mixed with n itei 
or milk IS poured over the ling of Shiva These 
offerings are m ide with a view of gaining favour 
of the god It is a very common custom with 
ganja smokers, before beginning to smoke, to make 
offeriiig by using the words "Lena Shankar ’ 
or "Lena Labntnaih” or "Lena Blmleshwar” 
01 “ Lena Balulnatk tckaiiwalle, najar lagaie 
chat mar jave” After making the- offering to 
the god the ganja smoker sometimes snj s “ Jtne 
naJu pt ganje ki kali o ladkeie ladkt hhah ” 

The offTeniig of bhang to Shank vr or Shiva is 
common md understood to be pleasing to the god 
The custom of offering of blnng to Shiva is not 
likely, I thiok, to lead to the formation of the 
habit of using the drug 

83 The smoking of gan]a in public is not 
regarded as respectable 1 know that highly 
respectable and enlightened n itive gentlemen do 
smoke gan 3 a privately The public opinion is 
that it IS not respectable to smoke gan 3 a The 
drinking of bhang is not considered as disicspect 
able as the smoking of gan 3 a Still an individual 
does not like it to be known generally that he 
drinks bhang I attribute the sentiment to the 
fact that excessive use of any oi those diugs may 
cause a man to speak oi act foolishly I know 
of no custom of worshipping the hemp plant 

34 It Mould be a serioiis piivition to con- 
sumers of ganya and bhang to foiego the consump- 
tion of these di iigs It would be a privation to 
break off the habit In some cases life and health 
will suffer, and it would be a seiious depiivation 
in Connection with the religious custom connected 
with the offerings to the god Shiva 

35 I do not think tl at it would be feasible to 
prohibit the use of any of these diugs The diugs 
will be illicitly consumed if at all obtainable. 
Prohibition could only be enfoiced by stopping 
the cultivation of the hemp plant Prohibition 
would certainly occasion serious discontent among 
the consumers In my opinion this discontent 
would amount to a political danger Prohi- 
bition would be followed, in my opinion, by 
recourse in the greater number of cases to 
alcoholic stimulants or othei drugs 

36 I think that alcohol is now being substi- 
tuted for these drugs to a certain evtent especially 
among those people having an English education 
I attribute the cause to fashion I speak from my 
personal experience 

37 I lara not well acquainted with cliaras 
smoking 1 have smoked a very few times I 


found charas very much stionger than ganya in 
its effects The intoxication from charas is greater 
than from ganya, the throat is more parohedj and 
the eyes become redder than when ganya is smoked 

38 I know fiat gHnya and gaida I have never 
myself smoked gaida, but I have heard of 
its being smoked by the very poor classes of 
smokers 

39 The least inyuiions form of the use of hemp 
drugs is bhang drinking Ganya is, I know, very 
occasionally consumed in the foim of a drink like 
bhang This mode cf consuming the ding is, 1 
believe, inyurioiis It is less inyunous to smoke 
ganya than to drink it On one oeeaoion I 
happened to dunk ganya and found the effects so 
stiong that I had to take quai ter of a seer of ghee 
to moderate the effect 

40 Hemp dings are prescribed* by native doc- 
tois on account of their medicinal properties 
Ganya smoking is piescubed for indigestion by 
native doctors In my oirn ease, wiien I was 
about eighteen years of age, I first began to smoke 
ganya as a medicinal remedy , and the effect of the 
lemedy was succes«ful Bhang is piescribed by 
some native doctois as a tome 

41 The moderate habitual smoker and the 
model afe occasional smoker of ganya finds that 
the smokiug of the diiig improves bis diges- 
tion '1 he smoking alleviates fatigue It enables 
the individual to concentrate his thoughts It 
acts as a preventive of disease in unwholesome 
climates and where unwholesome watei is only 
obtainable The moderate habitual and moderate 
occasional use of bhang before meals acts as a 
tonic or appetizei 

42 I regard the moderate use of ganya and 
bhang as beneficial and harmless I have already 
given leasons for these conclusions 

43 The moderate consumers of ganya and bhang 
are quite inoffensive to their neighbours 

44 Ihe immediate effect of the moderate use of 
ganya on the habitual consumei is instantaneous 
intoxication It sets tlie mind at ease It pro 
linces an appetite The eflect lasts foi one 
to two hours Immediately aftei finishing ray 
smoke of ganya I dunk about half seer of milk, 
and this pi events the jiaiehing of the throat and 
refreshes me I enyoy good sound sleep after- 
wards and suffer no ill aftei effects 'The want of 
suLsequent gratification does produce longing and 
uneasim ss I have been a moderate habitual con- 
sumei lor the last thirty years 

45 The habitual moderate use of ganya in my 
own cise has not pioduced any noxious effects, 
physical, mental oi moral 

1 am nOw forty-nine yeais of age and enyoy 
excellent health I eat well and sleep sound I 
woikat home in the moinings and attend office 
usually fiom Ham to 5 p m In my own case, 
when I have a difficult case to look into, 1 usuilly 
take il up altir my smoke, and I find that I can 
deil better with the raattei than I could without 
first having smoked In my opinion the moderate 
use of ganya biiglitens the intellect 1 think it 
absolutely necessary that the gaiiya smoker should 
have nutritious food 

46 The habitual excessive use of ganya and 
bhang is bad The effects of such a b ibit aie 
vciy much worse on the individual in' the case 
where he is unable to obtain good food 

47 In my own case 1 have a son aged twenty- 
two years He is my only child, now alive He 
does not indulge in intoxicants of any kind and 
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does not oven smoko tobacco Ho lias passed bis 
matriculation examination and now assists me in 
iny office as Assist int Managing Clerk He is 
physically a fine young man and a good cricket 
player 

49 I have beard that some people smoko gan 3 a 
ns an aphrodisiac It is said when the drug is 
used for this purpose it must be used in eonjune- 
tion -with good food I do not know that prosti- 
tutes use hemp drugs ns an aphrodisiac In 
moderation and with good food tho use of a hemp 
drug does not tend to produce impotence 

51 No large proportion of bad tbaracteis aro 
hnbitunl moderate consumers of hemp drugs 
There is, so far as I know, no oouneotion between 
the moderate use of a hemp drug and crime 

52 There is no large proportion of bad charac- 
ters Inbitunl excessive consumers of homp drugs 
I do not know that there is any connection be- 
tween the excessive use of htmp drugs and crime 

53 Excessive indulgence in hemp druss doi s 
not, so far ns 1 know, incito to unpremeditated 
crime of any kind On the contrary, the bhang 
dnnker is rather timid under tho influonoc of the 
drug, and the same may he said of tho gaiija 
smoker to a lesser degiec 

I know of no instance in which the excessive 
indulgence in hemp drugs has led to temporary 
homicidal frenzy 

54 I know of no instance in which crimiiinls 
have fortified thcmsolves hj using homp drugs to 
commit a premeditated act of violence or crime 

55 I know of no instance in which crimmnis 
to further their dpsigns have induced their victims 
to partake of a hemp drug with tho object of stupe 
fying them, I do not think complete stupefac- 
tion could be induced hj the use of a hemp drug 
alone 

50 Tobacco is mixed with ganja so that it can he 
smoked easily Spices are mixed with bbaug to 
make it cool and pleasant in taste 

I know of no case in u Inch dliatura has been 
mixed with hemp drag for personal consumption 
or for administration to others 

57 Ganja when eaten or drank is much more 
pou erful in its intoxicating effects than bhang 
it IS, I think, injurious to use it m these forms, 
Ganja is veiy seldom eaten oi drunk 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — Tlie drug I have been in tho habit 
o£ consuming foi tho last thirty } ears is ganja I 
smoke it every evening, and my ordinary allow- 
ance IS half a tola of the unclenned ganja, which 
means about half a tola of cleaned g inja 1 now 
smoke alone, for the friends who used to smoke 
with me aie dead The ganja is mixed with 
tobacco foi smoking The quantity of tobacco 
used IS something less than half the quan- 
tity ot ganja, if the tobacco is strong Ganja 
cannot be smoked without tobacco, unless it is 
fresh ganja. That is mv information I have 
never seen ganja used without tobacco By fiesh 
ganja I mean ganja which has just been manii- 
tactured from the plant lu smoking a oliillum 
o'*”]** ^ take about 12 draughts But it is 
lujuuous to take a veiv long pull It causes 
cough and ohstiuetion of the bieafhing I have 
never suffered from asthma or bronchitis, and I 
am foity-nme years ot ago I am not conscious of 
having suffered any harm from the drug When I 
began smoking the effects were more marked than 
they aie now I was nevei incapacitated for work 


or rendered insonsiblo But it is nccessbry to take 
food soon after smoking to allay the irritation of 
the throat, and the food should consist of such 
things as milk or butter Uuless food of this 
kind IB taken, the eyes and throat become heated, 
and in time tho eyesight would be impaired I 
iim not nware of any other bad consequoncos I 
have scon bad effects in other people 

Question SI — I know three kinds of ganja — 
flat ganja of the Deccan, hnlucliar ganja of 
neiiares, ivliich is also flit and more powerful 
than Deccan ganja and dearer, but cannot bo 
bought in tho market, and the fresh ganja, which 
sometimes comes fiom Kathiawad The list is 
slightly more powerful than tho Dcccan ganja, 
hut less so than haliiclmr The ganja which is 
roost powerful is also most heating and most dry, 
and Its effects aro most lasting Headache some- 
times follows tlio iiitoxic ition of g.anja If giinja 
IS stile or lias not been properly washed it will 
give licadacho I jirofcr Dcccan ganja ^ 

Question 44 — The moderate use of the drug, 
even without the accompaniment of good food, 
will not produce im-anity. 1 know of two or 
llirce cnees in which insanity has resulted from 
tho excessive use of the drug, vvlicn a snfficiouoy 
of good food has not been taken A banm, 
Iliirgornn, who lives near mo in Ilhiilesiiwar, is one 
of the cases, and the best of them About fifteen or 
sixteen years ago lie became insane, and ho is still 
in=anc He has never been confined in an nsy'lum. 
He is harmless He neglects Ins dress and talks 
nonsense He has lost Ins wife and two clnidrcn. 
That was two or three years before ho became 
insane lie did not appear to bo very deeply 
grieved by the h)«s of Ins wife and children, hut 
not long lifter that event he suffered losses in his 
huBiiiess, n ml tlint affected him n great doil I 
did not Icnon Ins fntlier or mother or their parents 
r never linid of any insanity among them. Ho 
has no hi others He h.ad no had habit ixcept 
smoking excessively Being ii banm, he could not 
Inko liquor He used to smoko nloiio at all hours, 
day' and niglit 1 have no means of knowing 
wlielher ho had vicious habits He did not mix 
any thing but tobacco with Ins ganja 1 don’t 
know his Inhits now, ns he wandeis about, hut he 
mav still smoke Insanity came upon him 
giidiiallj', hut thoic was no amendment aftei it 
bigan It took ne.irly three or four years to 
icudtr him insane All that while be continued 
smoking gauja even moio than before It was 
the ginja and the grief at loss of business 
which together drove him mad, I think he 
would not have Decomc so if Ins affairs had re- 
mained m a satisfactory state I have never 
bend him allude to the loss of his business since 
lie hi came mad This is the most prominent case 
m my ninid. It is not so cleat in other cases 
that tho lusanity was due to tho ganja. I liad 
known him for seven or eight yeais before he 
became mad, and he was not different from other 
people He was about 60 when he went mad 
Ho had been, as far as I know, a smoker from 
the* age of 30 or 36 I made* his acquain- 
tance twenty -three or twenty -five yean, ago He 
was living in my street I am a Kshatri 
and ho is a hania He used to smoke many 
tunes a day when I first knew him I seldom 
smoked with him , hut when I happened to 
sit with him, 1 heaid him and his friends say 
that he smoked frequently It was seven or mue 
years before his chaiactor showed any symptom 
of change He kept a grocer’s shop, and made 
up turbans His wife died foui or five y ears after 
I made liis acquaintance He had two children, 
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bojs, o£ three and five years of age, when I made 
his acquaintance The children died after his 
wife had died They all thus died at inter\als of one 
and a half years He lost his business perhaps two 
years aftei his wile’s death He became bankrupt 
through bad debts I noticed the first change in 
his character two or tliiee oi four years after he 
lost his business He began to talk foolishlj 
He talked much and without meaning I thought 
he was becoming mad from excessive smoking 
There was nobody to look after him then, and 
there is no one now He got his food by begging, 
disregarding caste and cieed Since he became 
quite insane his caste-fellows gave him food He 
had a house of his own, but was fed by chanty of 
others. Sometimes he got plenty of food, and 
sometimes be w is in want of it Befoie he became 
insane he got his ganja and his food by the profits 
of his business of folding tuibnns He never suf- 
fered from want until he became insane I have 
occasionally had to give oi receive instiuctions 
connected with insane persons in the course of mv 
business Similar symptoms to those which I 
observed in this case might be induced by gnef, 
anxiefy, or through loss of business 1 can’t speak 
about in 3 ury to the head or epilepsy or syphilis 
Injury to the head could nor have caused insanity 
in this case, because he nevei received a blow on 
the head I cannot say whether sexual excess could 
lead to insanity of the kind which chaiacteiized this 
case Such cause would produce a different sort 
of insanity, in that the lusane would not talk so 
foolishly ns this man did I am aware that in- 
sanity can be caused by sexual excess There 


was not such excess in the case I have described 
I knew the man’s character, and no enqtiiry’on 
the point was therefore iiecessaiy I can distin- 
guish between insanity caused by grief, and in- 
sanity brought on by excess of ganja In the 
latter case the man would be more foolish than 
in the former The difference is only a matter of 
degree In attributing the insanity in the case 
described partially to the loss of family and busi- 
ness, I bear in mind the interval which elapsed 
between those events and the onset of the insanity 
I have noticed among sadhus andfakiis some cases 
of insanity caused by ganja smoking, but they 
were not so completely insane as the bania de- 
scribed above There were cases of temporary fits 
of insanity, and 1 know no case of permanent in- 
sanity but that described 1 think I know these 
people well enough to say that their insanity was 
due to excessive use of ganja and want of proper 
food The fits would last for two or three hours 
at the longest In these fits they would abuse 
people legardless of the persons they were oddiess- 
ing I have even seen them abuse policemen I 
cannot be sure that these fits were not mere fits 
of irritation or excitement or rage 

Having had my statement read over to me, I 
state with regard to the inteivals between the 
mam facts, that as a considerable time has elapsed 
I cannot speak accurately regarding them, but 
my impression is two years elapsed between the 
last of his troubles and the first symptoms of in- 
sanity I am quite positive that the troubles all 
occurred before the insanity began 
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EVIDENCE OF SIND WITNESSES 


1 Emdence of Mr H E. M Jamrs, Oommtsstonertn Smd 


25 The consumption in Sind ot gmja, charas 
and bhang is not- increasing to any appreciable 
extent amongst classes not hitherto aceustomed 
to the drugs, according to the best o£ my belief, 
based on enquiries from Natives well) able to 
judge 

The population has increased in round figures 
fiom 2,300,000 lu 1872 to 2,870,000 in 1891 
In 1878 through communication by railway was 
opened between Sind and the rest of India. 

Partly then, owing — 

((7)to increase of population, 

(i) to the greatly increased oomfoit of the 
__ population (the doubling of the land 

revenue in twenty years, and the gieat 
rise in wages are evidences of this), 

(c) to Sind having been rendered easy of 
acce=s to the consumers of these dings, 
an increase in revenue fiom hemp diugs was 
to be expected , and we find aceoidmgly that the 
levenue has increased in nineteen years from 
Rs 76,680 to Rs 165,310, * e , it has moie than 
doubled Factor (c) is, however, undoubtedly the 
most potent of the three N o one who revisited Sind 
as I id in 1891, after an absence of seventeen years, 
could avoid being struck with laige number of 
gosai®, fakirs and wandering ascetics who now 
throng the province. Paitly because Sind is on 
the way to Garh Hinglaj (a shrine in the Persian 
Gulf) and partly because the Hindu tradesmen 
of Sind, folmeily very lax observers of their reli- 
gion, are now par mg greater attention to it and 
imitating the orthodox of India proper, go'ais 
visit Sind in much larger numbers than before, 
and they meet with much favour from the Hindu 
community, which is growing in wealth 'Ihe 
small indigenous colonies of beggars have also 
been largely recruited The beggars who, as a 
class, consume hemp drugs, aie for all these 
reasons, both much more numerous and better off 
than before, and so the consumption of the 
drugs appears to be larger than the increase 
in population itself would naturally wanant 
Briefly stated, the classes in Sind pi ineipally ad- 
dicted to the drugs, r e , the different cla'ses of 
ascetics, have increased largely in numbers 
and prosperity and their total consumption has 
increased proportionately The census figures of 
1891 show 1S,59‘1< devotees, singere and sadhus 
(holy men or gosais) in Sind 

I learn at the same time, on good authoiity, 
that in the large towns of Sind, and even in 
rural tracts near Baluchistan, the use of both 
bhang and ganja is extending amongst the laboui- 
ing classes Seedees (men with African blood 
m them, the descendants of former slaves) have al- 
ways been' addicted to the drugs and so have the 
Brahms of Kalat and Afghans of Kandahar, from 
which, the last-named place, charas comes to Sind 
And the unprecedented rise in wages dunng the 
Inst few years has led to tho use of the drugs be- 
coming more fashionable amongst men of the 
vol Vll 


poorest coolie class On the other hand, there are 
peisons who maintain that the repression of 
smuggling has of late enhanced the drugs in price 
and actually deprived some of the poor of a 
luxury which was formerly within their means 
On the whole, I should say that the labounng 
classes of Smd consume hemp drugs more than 
they did twenty years ago There is, I believe, 
some consumption of the drugs in the Native 
Aimy. 

35 (a) It would certainly be most difficult 
indeed — I should say absolutely impossible — to en- 
force total prohibition, as distinct fiom checking 
the tr ide by increasing the price, because hemp 
diugs are small in bulk and smuggling would be 
very easy and an army of Native suboidinates 
and preventive officers would be needed 

(i) Illicit consumption would surely go on, 
just as the consumption of liquor has (I un- 
derstand) in American towns wheie total piohlbi- 
tioa has been tried 

(c) The only way of enforcing prohibition Would 
be by forbidding the growth of the plant, making 
the impoitabion or possession or preparation of it 
punishable by law, and giving the Police power 
to search individuals, not only on frontieis, but 
everywhere in the countiy itself. These measures 
would be very unpopular, and even then they 
would be ineflectual, because the plant is found 
in Native States, and also grows wild in large 
quantities in Kashmir and Northern Indi i, as 
well as (so I am told, but I doubt it) in Balu- 
chistan 

(fl) Of course consumers would be very discon- 
tented if their supply of drugs were cut off. 
And the large number of respectable people who 
take bhang in water as a lefngerant in the hot 
weather would be justly incensed 

(e) Yes — Every wandering fakii ( and the 
Commission must know how, all ovei India, the 
richest and most enterprising of merchants, and 
in Native States, even high officials pay abject 
homage to these ascetics) would preach to his 
disciples the "zoolum” of the Sirkar, and say it 
was only anothei step to interference with 
religion We are accustomed to despise this 
kind of thing too much Takeu with other 
things the stoppage of the drugs , would be poli- 
tically dangerous 

(f) I cannot say how far the prohibition of 
drugs would lead the consumers to take to alco- 
hol or other diugs The tendency would be foi 
the poor to adheie to their use, as, even if 
smuggled, they aie cheaper than spiiits. The 
better-to do might in time take to alcohol 

41 The moderate occasional use of bhang is 
undoubtedly believed by the most sober and well- 
conducted of natives to be beneficial in' cooling 
the blood in the hot weather I have found this 
both in Guzerat and Sind Ascetics, who 

2 K 2 



236 


travel long distances and undergo severe expo- 
sure to sun and frost alike, in an almost nude 
condition, do find that the use of gan 3 a and 
charas alleviates fatigue and gives staj mg — power 

46. I have often made it a practice to converse 
with ascetics, as some are very intelligent and able 
to give interesting accounts of their travels, and 
I should say that on the whole, the use of drugs 
by them does not injure their health Many are 
often very robust specimens of humanity, though 
of course their wandering life is not a healthy 
one in many respects, and there are many feeble 
ones amongst them. The ordinary sepoy or ! 
coolie who takes hemp drugs, in lieu of alcohol, 
does not appear to suffer from it 

I have known one case in which a native of 
India, one of the best servants I ever had, be- 
came partially insane, and I attributed it, 
whether rightly or wrongly, to smoking ganja 
And I have heard (I believe on accurate autho- i 
rity) of students at Cambridge losing their I 
mental power owing to their having become 
addicted to the drug I have seen lunatics in 
Indian Asylums whose insanity was attributed to 
the use of ganja 

The conclusion which my necessarily limited 
observation leads me to is, that if an individual 
takes to ganja smoking merely as a vicious 
habit, as a man may in England take to excess 
ive liquor solely for the pleasure of its intoxi- 
cating ejects, and becomes a slave to it, insanity 
or at least weakened intellect is very likely to 
follow But if habitually indulged in moder- 
ately, I believe there are no special ill-effects 
Ganja smoking is fiequeiitly associated with 
immorality, in much the same way as betting 
18 with hofse-racing , and even the drinking ot 
bhang is reprobated by purists amongst natives 
But whether ganja produces immorality, or 
immorality a love for ganja, I cannot say. Pro- 
bably the association is due to the drugs being 
most in favour with the lowest and least educatea 
or moral classes in the great cities It is a truism 
that the suirender of the will to any habit, and 
the consequeiiet indulgence of that habit, even 
if it be only tobacco-smoking, immoderately, 
impairs a person’s general power of self-control 
But 1 have no reason for thinking hemp drugs 
are an incentive to crime 

53 (51 to 55) I have already mentioned the case 
of a servant, a North-West Province Brahmin 
He attacked a man with a sword for not procuring 
him a coolie, and was sent to jail for seveml years 
He may have had brain disease apart from ganja, 
as he was always rather " queer,” even before he 
took to it, but I always assumed that ganja had 
a good deal to do with his mental^bieakdowns 
Aftei coming out of jail, there seemed no chanue 
in his mentil condition, and he would attack 
individuals who were quietly talking or even 
passing on the road, under the delusion that thej 
were mocking him. 

It has always been said, e y , in the account 
of Clive’s defence of Arcot, that Aluhammaduns 
take bhang in order to rouse their courage, 
but thoroughly well-informed Smdhis tell me 
that this IS a mjth altogether Habitual, and 
especially immoderate, use of bhang and ganja 
lead, on the contrary, to grave nervous depres- 
sion and symptoms of fear, like those produced 
bi delinum tremens. “Charas” is the onlj 
hemp preparation that does not actually damp 


a man’s courage If a criminal wishes for Dutch 
courage, in Sind he takes liquor. 

Cases of dhatnra-poisoning, both by mixture 
in hukas and m food occur, hut I cannot 
remember a case in which adulterated or even 
pure ganja was used to procure somnolence on 
the part of the victims 

58 to 70 1 do not think that any alteration in 
the law or administration is required at present 
So far as I know, no such evil results, either 
physical or moral, have presented themselves 
as to justify any interference 

65 Compared with other intoxicants, hemp 
drugs are lightly taxed For instance, a letail 
seller in Sind tells me that a novice to bhang drink- 
ing could get intoxicated for 6 pies, while liquor, 
to have the same effect, would cost 2i annas 
One accustomed to bhang drinking would need 
2 annas worth to prodnce the desired effect, while 
a drunkard could take 4J annas worth of liquor or 
more comfoitably 

Assuming (though I have no evidence of it) 
that the effect of the raising of the excise on 
liquor has been to stimulate the consumption of 
hemp drugs instead, the circumstance, if proved, 
might be considered lo point to the desirability of 
raising the duty on these drugs more to a level 
with that on hquoi But I would certainly not 
recommend any attempt of the kind The follow- 
ing ore my reasons — 

Ptrst — W e practically levy the highest excise 
possible on these drugs by onr system of 
selling farms by auction The farmers know 
the cost of the raw matenal, and bid against one 
another, till the sum paid for the farm only 
leaves a reasonable remuneration to him, as 
interest on his capital, wages for his laboui and 
recoupment for his nsk, after paying expenses 

■— Theonly way to excise the drugs 
and so raise their selling pnce, would be to 
initiate such a careful control over their produo-' 
tion, importation, and letail sale, involving 
measures foi the prevention of smuggling, that 
the expenses would be very considerable, and not 
recouped out of the increased receipts, for the 
consumption will fall off 

Thirdly — ^If the price he raised so as to ap- 
proach the pnce of liquor, the best-to-do con- 
sumers may eventually take to alcohol, which 
impaitsamuch greater stimulus to crime than 
these drags, while the poorer will almost 
certainly find dbatnra, or some other vegetable 
substance, out of which to manufacture or distil 
intoxicants at a oheapei rate than liquor 

Font lhly.—Th& recent mterfeience with liquor, 
at any rate in Western India, has been sufficient 
interference with the luxures of the poorest 
classes during the present generation The 
artificial increase m the selling price of liquor has 
fortunately been accompanied by a general nse 
in wages and prospeiity and has, therefore, not 
been seriously felt There is alwajs, however, a 
substiatiun of very pool in India, and any attempt 
to make their intoxicants too expensive, must 
result in failure, apart from the discontent it 
would cause 

Fifthly — The whole question of bemp-drngs 
IS not worth the trouble involved m meddling 
with it Overworked as all officials aie, the 
time that would have to be devoted to intro- 
ducing an elaboiate system of hemp excise, would 
only be taken away from the consideration of 
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TQaUers of mwcli pi eater iirgenoy, e g , agri- 
cultural indebtedness, religions animosities, tlie 
-growth and repression of crime, the estension of 
commumcationsj and irrigation, all of which arc a 
never-ending source of an^iiety 

I do not go so far as to say that the bringing 
of the consumption of hemp drugs under stiicter 
control n ould be impossible, but in my opinion, 
the game w'ould not be worth the candle 

68 "We have licenstd houses in Karachi for the 
sale of bhang read 3 ' made, in addition to the 
ordinary shops licensed for the sale of the raw 
materials But we have no gania or bhang 
“ dens” where the stuff must be consumed on the 
premises 

C9 No concession of" local option ” in the matter 
of hemp drug shops has been made nor is it necess- 
ary Where there is sufficient demand, the 
farmer applies for a shop and retailers arc all 
grocers, and the drug forms a small addition to 
their oroinary stock of groceries, The farmer's 
self-interest no doubt might be supposed to 
induce him to stimulate sales, Bntiu tliico out of 
fiv e of the Suid districts, the shops arc actually 
fen 01 in number than nineteen years ago Even 
in the large district of Shiharpur also, where ( I 
imagine, owing to the advent of people from 
across the border, foi the construction of railways, 
and also to the Afghan War ) shops increased 
from 179 in 1873 to 265 in 1881-82, the figure 
has receded to 246 m 1S9E-93 And in Thar and 
Parknr, whore the shops have also inorcased, the 
present figure of 29 is only 6 more than it was 
fifteen jears ago A farmer does not, like a pub- 
lican at home, stimulate sales by accessories calcula- 
ted to make Ins shops attnctive He simply de- 
pends on the demand The Collector and Uistriot 
Magistrate, after consulting the local officials, is 
able to judge wbeUitr a shop should be opened 
or not, and local residents other than the con- 
sumers of the drug take no more interest in tlio 
matter than a tailor in an English country town 
111 the question whether a particular grocer down 
the street should have a license to sell claret or not 


The subordinate officials whom the Collector 
would consult before deciding, eg, the Bevenue 
and Police heads of the taluka, no doubt ask the 
local zemindars or Hindu Mukhi their opinion 
upon this as upon most matters affecting the 
peace and comfort of the village But the matter 
IS too insignificant for any formal rule to be made 
or to be necessary 

70 We oceasionally catch a load of hemp drugs 
being run across from Cufoli, but all told, the 
smuggling, especially across the desert, is of no 
impoitanoQ to the levenue We may have a treaty 
some day with Kliaiipur which will prevent anv' 
little smuggling there may be from that State, but 
there is no Iiopc of such a measure during the 
lifetime of His Highness the present Mir 

Letter ft om Mr James appended to his 
evidence 

In continuation of my answer to question 85 (c) 
1 have the honour to inform you that on a recent 
visit to the Khirtliar range of mountains, which 
separate Sind from Baluchistan, 1 there found the 
so-callfd wild hemp alluded to growing freely in 
different localities witlim the lulls Mr Woodrow 
of tho Poona Botanical Gardens to whom speci- 
mons were sent, identifies li as Sgoseynmns mnhens, 
Linn , a licnuane, closely allied to the poisonous 
English plant of that name, which is used in 
medicine 

The Baluchis stated that if smoll quantities 
were mixed with bhang and an infusion drunk 
it created intoxication very rapidly, and that too 
large a dose produced absolute madness Not 
long ago three men indulged too freely, with tho 
result that they stripped off all their clothes and 
danced and rushed about nude, being temporanlj 
quite out of thoir senses 

This wild plant is, therefore, quite different 
from the common wild hemp that giows freely in 
Kashmir acd the Tarni, and Las the merit of 
being much more injuncus 


2. Evidence of Mr U. Giles, Collector, Shilarpur 


1 AsaKcvenne Offiter of twenty-tbreo years’ 
service, all of which lias been spent in Sind, 1 
have had some opportunities of forming an opinnn 
as to the working of our prc'cnt system of excise 
administration, of talking to tho farmers who pur- 
chase the right to retail hemp drugs, and of ob- 
serving in the towns and villagts the classes who 
consume them, and their effect on tho consumers 
I have not, however, any special knowledgeon the 
subject, but I have utilized my present position to 
secure from others the best possible information 
regarding the matters specified in the questions 

2 Charas and ganjn aro not manufactured m 
Sind I cannot, therefore, speak for the neouraev 
of the definition They are, however, imported in 
small qucntities, and known by those names. 
Bhang includes the ssed and also tho Email stalks 
when broken up and dried of the hemp plant, 

3 M lid hemp is said to grow in the Sind hills 
I have never seen it m the plains 

4. It IB spoken of as kobi bhang, * e , bemp 
from the hills 

5 1 do not know what special conditions aro 
necessary for its growth 


6 I do not know whether its g-owth is dense 
or scattered , but in the Sind lulls the latter may 
safely be inferiod, as the bills aro for the moat 
part bare and banen 

7 Hemp in Sind is cultivated for use as bhang 
only, never for ganja or charas , and a» those pre- 
parations of the drug aro not prepared in Sind, 
and only imported into it to a verj limited extent, 
to be used chiefly by foreigners, I have for the 
most part withheld any remarks legurding them, 
thinking that sucii vvould bo far more reliably 
obtained m tno provinces where they are prepaied 
and ID common use Sometimes, but very 
rarelj, the thick stalks of the plant are placed m 
water to rot, and with great labour rope or twine 
18 made from them by individual persons for 
special purposes , but the plant is nevei grown for 
the use of its fibre or of its seed only 

8, There has been no eonsideiahle fluctuation in 
the area under hemp m recent years The land- 
holder cultivates it with the sole obioct of getting 
a larger profit from it than from other ciops , but 
he lb in reality tno slave of the hconsed former 
who can buy lus crop or not lE he likes Cultiva- 
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tion, tbereEote, never mcrenses beyoud the firmer’s 
requirement"* 

9 Being dissatisfied with my suboidinates^ 
reports on the method"* oJ cultivation, I sent for 
two landholders who regularly cultivate small 
areas with hemp Their accounts vaiied very 
slightly, and were as follows — 

Hemp is usually cultivated nith well irrigation, 
but sometimes the land is irrigated beforehand 
with canal watei, and the crop is then grown on 
its inheient moisture This class of irrigation in 
Sind IS known as “ hosi," oi to use the technical 
survey teim, “aitificial inundation Seed is sown 
either along the side of raised earthen ridges in 
“ chungyun,” i e , pinches, what the top ot the 
thumb or two first fingers will hold, mz , five 
or siv seeds, or it is sown broadcast The lattei 
method is, however, confined entirely to the land 
artificially inundated In well cultivation the 
ridges aie always used The land is highly man- 
ured, goats’ dung being the best kind It is 
ploughed four oi generally five times, and then 
rolled with a heavy log of wood called a “ sah ii ” 
until the earth is quite soft, a quality which is 
indispensable for the ciop The seed is sown in 
the late autumn, and even as late as the beginning 
of January, and the crop is reaped in Apiil or May. 
The extent of cultivation on a well ranges from 
seven to ten jaribs, but the aiea, when the lami 
has been aitihoially inundated, may be more All 
the male plants aie rooted up and thrown away as 
useless When the crop is npening the upper 
poitions of the stalks to the length of 1 to feet 
aie cut off, and these are kept separately, and are 
the tit-bits of it They are dned with the seed 
and stalk m them, and these pieces are called 
ghundyun, and are said to be more intoxicating 
than the rest of the plant, which, aftei being cut, 
IS diiedinthe sun foi several days, and is then 
threshed with sticks until the broken leaves and 
seed aie sepaiated and foim the common bhang, 
as it IS sold to the farraei, who, honevei, cleans it 
carefully by sifting, and sometimes separates the 
seeds befoie retailing it to bis customers Small 
portions of the ghundyun which break off occasion- 
ally are also pieserved separately, and are called 
dodo or dodi I am sending a box containing speci- 
mens of the ghundyun, dodo, and the seed The 
actual sowing of the seed, the ploughing, weed- 
ing, and bird-scaring, etc , is always earned out 
by banias or Hindu cultivators, the Muhammadan 
cultivatoi supplying the bullocks which work the 
well and she zamindar giving the land The 
bama supplies the seed, but the manure is given 
m the same proportion as the produce is divided, 
t e , one fifth to the bania and two fifths each to 
the raiyat and tlie landholdei The zamindai also 
gives taka VI oi an advance in cash to the laiyat 
The amount of seed sown vanes according as the 
cultivation is on well oi artificially inundated land, 
the quantity used in the former being naturally 
less One cultivatoi said that he used on his well 
three seers a ]arib or about six per acre, whereas the 
second said that one seei was enough when the 
seed was sown m ridges, and from two to three 
if sown broadcast Ihe pioduce is estimated at 
from 10 to 20 maunds per janb 

10 The peisons who cultivate hemp do not 
form a special class 

14. Ganja and oliaras arc imported, the formei 
from Amritsar, where it is said to have, been previ- 
ously imported fiom Yarkand, Khorasan, and 
Thibet 'Ihe latter drug comes from Kutch, 
Bhang is prepared in the distnct, and as the aver- 
age area cultivated is 16 1 acres, the quantity 


prepared may be roughly set down as 5,000 
maunds Bhang is not prepared by the people in 
their houses It can be prepared from the hemp 
plant wherever grown 

16. I have desciibed the method of prepanng 
bhang in paragraph 8 of the last chapter The 
bhang, ghundyun, and seed are sold to consumers 
exactly in the condition in which I have de- 
spatched them They were supplied me by the 
farmer fov the district Bhang in Sind is used 
only for dunking, while eharas and ganja are 
smoked Bhang is manufactured in the field , but, 
as before stated, the licensed farmer subsequently 
cleans it 

17 The ordmary Hindu and Muhammadan cul- 
tivatois prepaie the bhang, not .any special class 
of people 

18, Bhang can be kept seveial years without 
deteiioration unle‘:s attacked by insects or wetted 
by rain After three oi four years, howevei, it is 
said to lose its intoxicating effect 

19 Ganja and eharas are used only in smok- 
ing 

20 Smdbis as a rnle do not smoke ganja and 
eharas, but fakirs, jogis, and travellers fiom othei 
parts, specially tbe north of India, use cbaias and 
very rarely (as the statistics show) ganja The 
places of its consumption are thefakiis’ and travel- 
lers’ halting and lesting places, 

21, I enclose samples of the kinds used 

2S Piactically bhang is never used for smok- 
ing, but it IS said that excessive consumers will 
lub the fiesh leaves of the male plant m their 
hands and place it lu their pipes with then to- 
bacco 

24 All classes of the people drink bhang, the 
proportion among the Hindus being, however, 
larger than among the Muhammadans. The late 
Rai Bahadur Diwan Navalrai whose wide ac- 
quaintance with the customs of the people renders 
his opinion a very valuable one, said that 80 pei 
cent of tbe former and 60 per cent of the latter 
drink it, but another experienced officer fixes the 
proportion at 60 and 20 

It 18 used everywhere for smoking, but scarcely 
ever foi eating, although a few people are said to 
cook it with their vegetables. 

25 The figuies of retail sales for the district 
given below, vie, — 






Mds^ 

Srs 

1888 89 

• 



3,065 

39 

1889 90 


• 


3,041 

7 

1890-91 



• 

. 2,691 

19 

1891 93 

• 



2,779 

23 

1892 93 

• 



2,902 

32 


tend to show that the use ot bhang is not on the 
inciease Taking the average sales to be 3,000 
maunds, the consumption is lOJ tolas per head of 
population Theie is no reason to suppose that 
the consumption of ganja and eharas is increasing 
26 The consumeis may be divided as follows — 


(1) Habitual moderate 70 

(2) Habitual excessive 20 

(3) Occasional moderate 7 

(4) Occasional excessive 3 


Total . dOO 

This was the estimate of Mr Navalrai, and 
strikes me as a good one The gieat majority of 
bhang drinkers dunk it in moderation, just as an 
ordmary Englishman drinks his beer 

27. The moderate bhang drinkers belong to all 
classes, and the excessive dimkers aie ioi the 
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most part fnkits, beggars, scavengers, and men of 
low caste A few well-to-do people also dnnk to 
cscess, bat sneli nistanoes are laie Idleness is 
tlio chief cause wbicb leads to drinking. 

28 Habitual moderate consumers of bbang are 
said to consume a quarter of a tola daily on an 
average, and evcessive consumers 10 tolas, the 
rcspeotive prices being one pie and two annas 
It IS said, howovei, that as much as n seer has 
been consumed by an habitual drinker m the day, 
and an instance lias been reported to me of a man 
■who, haling drunk bbang habitually for ten years, 
took three-fourths of a seer of ghundyun mixed 
with sugar and spices, and having smoked charas 
also from his pipe, Collapsed and lost the use of 
one eje He is now to bo soon in the city of 
Shikarpur a complete wreck 

29 Habitual modciatc consumers mix ns a rule 
nothing with the bhang, but drink it in a large 
quantity of water, when it is known as “pango" 
or “ snkho ” The preparation is about 3 tolas to 
a gallon The} also drink it mixed with spices 
of all kinds, when it is know n as “ tbadal," t c , a 
cooling drink, the spices used being aniseed, 
pepper, almonds, sugar-candy, saffron, cardamoms, 
poppy seed, coriander, petals of the holly hock, 
succory, pnrslnm, cto. Escessue consumers j 
drink it as a rule with water only, but parched 
grain is sometimes added m order to intensify the 
intoxicating power Sometimes before being 
mixed with water, the bhang is placed under Uio 
hot ashes of a fire, as this also is said to increase 
its strength Ordinanly bhang is pounded up 
with a short stick which answers to a pcstlo, and 
then put in the water, the mixtnro being strained 
through a cloth The spiced mixture is specially 
used at festivals, such ns the Hoh or Shivaratn. 
Dliatura is not used with bhang, nor do I know 
of the preparation “ bhang massala ” Tobacco 
only IS mixed with charas and ganja. 

30 Bhang is generally drunk in company, and 
especially at social meetings, those who drink 
it m solitude usualiy doing so m order to escape 
the notice of their relatives or others who disapprove 
of the habit 'Women never dnnk it until they 
are growing old , nor do children ns rule Young 
men acquire tbe habit, hut as a rule the consump- 
tion increases w itli age 

31 The habit of drinking bhang is easily ac- 
quired, and rolmquisiied with difticulty if once it is 
used to excess Probably bad company is the 
leading cause why people become excessive 
drinkers The second landholder whom I ques- 
tioned is himself a consumer, but said, and I he- 
htve truly, tliat he used to dnnk it to excess , 
hut, finding how in 3 unoUB it was, hod for some 
time drunk it in moderation oiilj^, and once a day 
instead of twice, t e , at evening, in the pioportion 
of about 2 tolas to a pint He used the expres- 
sion regarding his former excessive dnnlang that 
he could not stand it, as he lost his head, and it 
led to his being cheated by the banias, so ho had 
reduced his quantitj to half an anna, i « , 2^ tolas 
per diem 

82 On certain Hindu festivals, such as the 
Hoh, Shivaratn, Chetichand, and Vaisiklii, a large 
quantity of bhang is prepared, especially in the 
temples, and offcied to all comers as a part of the 
religious ceremonies If any one is unwilling to 
dnnk, he puls a drop on hi6 tongue in token of 
acceptance The bhang so used is very weak, 
and, tbe custom is one winch is not likely to lead 
to tne habit of drinking This was Mr. Nnval- 
rai’s view, and ho adds “ I have drunk it myself 


several times and found it veiy refreshing ” yet 
he was the leader in Sind of a crusade against all 
forms of drinking of intoxicants Hindu gold- 
smiths, and possibly other mechanics, regard the 
drinking of bbang on Tuesdaj as essential on 
religions gionnds, and call tbe dnnk " Shiva ]o 
sukho " t c Sbiva’s sukho ” This, no doubt, is 
due to tbe fact that bbang is looked upon by the 
followeisof Shna as sacred, because tbeir god is 
reputed to have been very fond of it, and diunk 
large quantities of it The Muhammadans on 
Pndny (which answers to our Sunday) consume 
more of it on that da} , as it is then weekly holi- 
day 

83 I am convinced that tbe excessive dunk- 
ing of bbang is universally regarded as disieput- 
able oven by tbe very men who have become 
habitual drinkers A common term in discredit- 
ing a man is to say that be ig a " bhangi , " t e , 
one who drinks to excess, and even tbe drinking 
of pango is liable to be cast in a man's teeth 
Thus people who habitually dnnk pango will with- 
out hesitation den} that they do so if I ask them, 
hut tins IB no doubt partly due to then imagin- 
ing that the sahib will look upon them less 
fnvour.ahl}, and not distinguish between their 
moderate and the bhangi’s excessive use of the 
ding. Still I myself believe that all respectable 
natives, Hindus and Muhammadans, m tlicir 
licaits look upon bhang, ns they do upon opium 
and liquor, ns bad Charas and gauja are in 
disrepute with Sindbis, who consider that they 
produce asthma and impotence 

Si Tbe moderate conBumor would, no doubt 
soon tiiko to other cooling drmlcs if tho use of 
bbang was intc’-dioted, but I do not think that it 
would bo a serious pnvataon to him To the 
excessive drinker the pnvation would undoubtedly 
bo great, and might also lead to his taking more 
injurious intoxicants, » c , preparationB of dhatura, 
aconite, opium, country liquor, etc, 

86 As long as bhang could be procured else- 
where, it would inevitably be smuggled if prohib- 
ited here, and the same remark applies to tho 
other drugs in so far as they are consumed in 
Sind Its prohibition could be enforced by legis- 
lation only Discontent would undoubtedly be 
caused by it, but I do not think that in Sind such 
discontent would amount to a political danger I 
cei-tainly think, however, that other intoxicants 
would bo substituted, tits , liquor by tbe iieb and 
othci deleterious drugs by the poor Charas, being 
prepared in AIgbanistan and otliei parts of Cent- 
ral Asia, could always be smuggled into India 
36 There is no reason whatever to suppose that 
alcohol IS taking the place of the hemp drugs 

40 Bhang is used by native doctors in the 
treatment of many complaints Thus in a diluted 
form it IB used to cuie costiveness of the bowels, 
and also in cases of temporary stneture, d} senter} , 
coughs, colds, and venereal diseases For external 
application it is said to be mixed with butter and 
applied to boils, piles, ear-ache, and sore-throats 
In cases of asthma tho stalks are broken up with 
the flower of the dhatura and smoked It is also 
used as an aphrodisiac The ashes of burnt 
charas are said to be used for sciatica and worms 

41 Bbang used in moderation is beneficial — 

(1) as a digestive , 

(2) ns a sedative m cases of pains , 

(8) as a cooling dnnk in the hot weather 

Hero again I quote Mr Nnvalrni, as his opinion 
IS, I Ihmk, extremely valuable owing to bis hav- 
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wg been a man of very unusual abihtj and sound- 
ness of judgment as well as the leader in Sind of 
' a crusade against intoxicants of all kinds I 
spoke to him on the subject when be was colleet- 
ino" infoimation for me, and found that he was 
strongly of opinion that bhang drunk as a mild 
refreshment was beneficial, while he was opposed 
to the use of opium or alcohol in any form 
except as a medicine Bhang is used for ihe ahoie 
purposes by all cl isses of the people 

42 Mr Mavalrai’s reply to question 42 is — 

“ I have associated with persons who aie moder- 
ate habitual consumers, and have never found the 
drug to do them any haim. They feel no more 
than a pleasant sensation with more or less forget- 
fulness of wordly cates ” 

I need scai cely say that Mr Navalrai was not 
an habitual consumei, but he had, as before stated, 
on nre occasions drunk the mixture known ns 
thadal I certainly think that bhang as ordi- 
narily dinuk in Sind is harmless, and that to de- 
piive the people of it would be exactly the same 
thing as to deprive the ordinary Englishman of 
his beet or the Devonshire labourer of his cider 

43 Moderate consumers of bhang aie perfectly 
inoSensive in every way 

44 Undoubtedly its moderate use tends to allay 
hunger, although it is said to stimulate the 
appetite greatly, and it is veiy refreshing It is 
not intoxicating, and the effect is only temporary. 
If habitually drunk even m modeiation, its want 
would be felt 

45 The habitual moderate use of bhang has in 
the opinion of all consulted no had effect what- 
ever, at aui rate until old age approaches Then 
some people think that the constitution becomes 
enervated and weakened by it, but the popular 
ideals that even then a plentiful use of ghi and 
sugai will counteract all bad effects 

46 Used in excess, bhang causes all the bad 
effects mentioned in the question , but insanity 
produced by it would appear to be generally tem- 
porary Its principal effect is to render the con- 
sumer thoroughly inert both in mind and body. 

47 The habitual moderate use of hemp has no 
tendency to become hereditary or to affect in any 
way the children The landholder referred to in 
paragraph 31 said he had warned his eons against 
its use lest they should be bitten by the same 
snake as their father was, and that neither of 
them drank it 

48 Nor do I think that excessive bhang drink- 
ing IS an hereditary habit, but it would no doubt 
injuriously affect the childien in propoition as the 
parents’ health was impaired by its use 

49 It IS not used in moderation as an aphro- 
disiac 

50 But it is used in excess for the above pur- 
pose by people of all kinds and prostitutes and it 
tends to enfeeble the sj stem, even if it does nos 
directly produce impotency, as the excessive use of 
cbaias and gauja are said to 

51 Moderate consumption is not conneoled 
with crime in any way 

52 Nor do I think that excessive consumption 
IS, because the most characteristic featme in the 
effect produced by the drinking of bhang to excess 
is extreme timidity, which would rather prevent 
the consumer from committing any cnme Thus 
a man under the mfiueuce of bhang will be terror- 
stricken it he even sees a policeman, and fancy that 
he has come to arrest lam or beat him , and again 


ho will be frightened if he sees the hama to whom 
he owes money, and will readily sign aia foolish 
document which the latter asks him to The=e ex- 
amples were given to me by the bhangi landholder 
above referred to, but they illustrate \ ery well the 
undoubted effect of an excessive use of hemp, and 
which as a rule makes a man quiet, timid and inert 

58 It is said, howevei, to lend sometimes to 
temporary passion, and m the case of a sepoy who 
some jears ago ran a mu ok at Hyderabad it was 
attributed to an excessive consumption of bhang 
The evidence on this point is, however, disci epant, 
many people saying that bbing never kads to 
violence 

54 I have nevei beard of bhang being nsed to 
fortify criminals in order to enable them to com- 
mit cnme 

55 A species of sweetmeat called " majnn ” is 
prepared in Sind from bhang bj boiling it vvitli 
gbi and water, the scum being carefully removed 
during the boiling Sugar is then added and 
spices, mush, shokakal, and galib khalu, of which 
I do not know the botanical names, bahraan (Cen~ 
ianrea bejten), dalcbini (cinnamon), wodaf 
(aniseed), kaisar (saffron), pliota (cardamoms), 
jafar (nutmeg), jauutn (mace), and utangar 
{Acanthodtum kntune) Tins sweetmeat is very 
popular, and realizes about double the pnee of 
bhang, Jt is used in Sind bj onminals in order to 
further tbeir designs, ns it is pleasant to the taste 
and produces stupefaction I mjself have bad 
several cases before me ns a hfagistrate in which 
majun had been so used Dbalura is sometimes 
mixed with bhang, sugar, and spices for the same 
purpose Bhang by itself is not so used, neitliei are 
cliaras and ganja In 1891 a cise of unnatural 
crime was committed to the Sessions at Sbiknrpui, 
in which the victim, a boy of 14, was said to have 
been drugged with sweetened bhang in which 
dhatura hud been mixed, but tlie case was acquit- 
ted Piactically complete stupefaction does not 
follow the dunking of plain bhang 

66 Bhang drunk either in moderation or excess 
IS said to become more intoxicating when parched 
gram or til (sesamum) is auded Dbatuia is used 
for crime only In December 1888 a man was 
convicted under section 37, Bombay Act VII of 
1867, of being dmnk and incapable from the 
effects of dbatuia and charas mixed 

57. Ganja and tharas are not eaten or drunk 
in Sind The intoxicating qualities of the hemp 
plant are very remarkable Thus it is stated to 
be an actual fact that persons passing bj the ciop 
when nearly ripe often feel their beads spin and 
indeed ache fioni its influence Birds who, like 
squirrels, hares and rats, eat the seed greedily be- 
come so intoxicated by it that they can be caught 
by the hand, and I have seen a man who said he 
had himself caught them in that state more than 
once 

58 I am well acquainted with tlie excise sys- 
tem in force as regards hemp drugs, and I think 
that it works fairly well, but needs more than one 
radical change, 

69 At present the price of bhang and of 
charas and ganja too is entirely unrestricted, and 
it 18 left to the licensed farmei’s will to raise or 
lower it at his pleasure If, tliereloie, at the auc- 
tion a man bids exceosivelj, the farmei can reim- 
burse himself by rainng the p"ice, piovided, of 
course, that such puce is not actually pioliibitive 
The consequence is that the bhang farmer buys at 
Rs S-J to Rs 4^ per maund (the landholder before 
I mentioned actually sold his crop last year at 
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Hs 3-1 5 0) from the cultivatoi, and sellB at Rs 50 
to 60 permaund Tins seems a very loose system, 
and one which must often result in the farmers 
reaping an excessive rate of profit, especially as 
combinations at the auction sales to prevent com- 
‘ petition are still not uncommon, and. used to he 
frequent 

62 The quantity of cultivation is now suffi- 
ciently controlled, not by its piice, but by the 
fact that if the cultivation exceeds the farmer’s 
demand, the produce i» unsaleable I myself 
remember very well a year when some bhang 
which was forfeited to Government in default ot 
payment of rent was absolutely unsaleable because 
the farmer had got all he lequired The faimer 
gives the cultivator what he pleases, and 3 nst 
enough to induce the men who ordinarily cultivate 
it to supply the quantity he wants There is 
consequently little fear of any excess in the area 
of cultivation liven now a cultivator requires a 
license to possess and manufacture his bhang, and 
can only sell it wholesale to the licensed farmer 
The simplest method of control would be a Gov- 
ernment monopoly as of opium 

63 With the above exceptions, 1 do not object 
to tbe present system ot vend 

64 Nor do I object to the i egulations govern- 
ing the export, import and transport of the 
drugs 

65 I think that the amount of taxation 
should be fixed by Government, and not left as 
it IS at present in the farmer’s hands, the taxation 
being the prices realised at auction In the case 
of opium and country liquor Government fiist 
levy a duty, and this should be done for bhang 
in such a nay, howevei, as not to lower its present 
price The statistics pievionsly sent demonstrate 


what IS well known to be a fact that the price of 
bhang has been raised immensely in the last twenty 
years by the farmers Thus fave tolas used to be 
purchased for three pies, whereas only one is now 
obtainable Yet the average area cultivated in 
the five j ears ending 1877-78 was 164 acres, 
and m the last five years 1 65 acres, t e , only one 
acie more, while the revenue per head of taxa- 
tion has risen from 5 annas to 1 rupee. 

67 Whether ganja and charas pay any Govern- 
ment duty in the Punjab or elsewhere I do not 
know. But their price also should, I think, be 
fixed by Government, and a duty levied on them, 
if not alieady done 

68 Theie are no houses or shops where hemp 
diugs Can be sold and consumed on the premises, 
and 1 certainly do not want to see such opened 

69 A retail shop for the sale of the drugs is 
only opened when there is a hand fide demand, 
although no regular system of local option exists 
The mattei must, I think, rest with the Revenue 
Offieeis to decide, because any rule that a shop 
should only be opened when a certain per- 
centage of the inhabitants signed an appliea- 
cation for it would nob be of much value, signa- 
tures being obtainable for very little even when 
the bribe is one of words only Revenue Officers 
should, however, be very careful not to sanclion 
any new shop until clear proof of substantial 
demand has been given 

70 There is no reason to tbnik that bhang is 
much smuggled into this district Bahawalpui 
indents on us for its supply, Khairpur grows its 
own , but as it is sold there at a much cheaper 
rate, petty acts of smuggling may be earned on 
There is no tax on impoitation 


3. Evidence of Mi 0. E S SiATroBD Steele, Officiating Be'pnfy Commissioner, 

Thar and Farlcar District 


2 Yes Bhang, ganja, and chaias 

3 A plant lesemhling the hemp pi int is said to 
he found growing wild in the hills along the Khirta 
range and on the western border of Sind , it is 
called "Igoi, ” It operates qmcker, and its 
effects are more pionouuced than in the case of 
bhang 

4 The ordinaiy hemp plant does not grow 
spontaneously 

5 Unknown 

6 Scattered 

7 Practically none in this distiict, not au acre 
in all 

8 Vide above 

9 Grown both as a Uarif and rah crop. Fur- 
ther particulars not known 

10 Not a special class 

11 and 12 No information available 

13. Vide query 7 

14) The plant, as alieady stated, is not giown 
in this distiict 

f 

18 Bhang deteriorates after twelve months, and 
becomes worthless aftei two jears Ganja the 
same Charas is said to impiove by keeping, but 
it has to be kept so that the air may he excluded, 
and even so it will not retain its properties after 
five years 
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19 Only for smoking 

20 The inferior ordeis and ascetics, both Hin- 
dus and Muhammadans, mendicants and fakirs 

21 Flat pieferred 

22 Foreign Imported directly from the Pun- 
jab, principally from Amritsar It is said to 
come from Yaikand 

23 Those ad'hoted to ganja and depnved of the 
drug at tunes mix bhang with tobacco , but this is 
said to be lufiequent, the result being unsatisEac- 
toiy 

24- The sweetmeat majnm is eaten by the 
higher classes, but it is not met with in this dis- 
trict 

25 Increased, but with the population and not 
in consequence of greatei consumption by in- 
dividuals, except in the case of charas, the imports 
of which have increased duiing the past two years 

26 Bhang Chaias Ganja 

(a) 40 per cent 60 per cent 70 per cent 

(fi) 40 „ 40 „ 30 „ 

(c) 20 „ 

Ihose persons who take charas and ganja be- 
come habitual consumers, for the habit is said to 
grow upon one 

27 (a) Bhang — As regards bhang, moderate 

2 L 
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consumers aie to be found m all classes and among | 
both sexes 

(a) Charas — Beggars and ascetics 

{a) Ganja —Beggars and ascetics 

(4) Bhang —Beggars and ascetics, and at tunes 
sajads and pirs and others ot the upper classes 

(4) Charas and ganja —As under (a) 

(2) Bhang — Use is induced by the excessive 
beat of the climate, and taken in modeiation, it is 
said to be cooling 

Charas and gan 3 a are taken very often in the 
first instance moderately nitb a view to increasing 
the sexual poweis Jixce=s follows with the lesnlt 
that loss of poner ensue®, and the constitution 
becomes enfeebled 

28 [a) Bhang li tolas = 3 pies 

Chaias i tola =6 „ 

Ganja • ^ j, *“ d ,, 

(4) Bhang . 5 tolas = 1 anna 

Charas . \ tola = 1 „ 

Ganja . i ,> = C pms 

29 (a) Bhang — Black pepper and cardamoms, 
bhang only being conducive ot flatulency 

(4) Pounded almonds, sugar, and poppj-head 
seed® 

Claias and ganja — Tobacco is only mixed with 
these. 

Dhatura is not mixed 

30 These diugsare consumed in solitude and in 
company, and to a gieater extent in compani 
The consumption is mainly confined to the male 
sex Respectable women, however, take bhang in 
moderate quantities, chiefly when pregnant, as a 
narcotic These drugs are not administered to 
children 

31 The habit is easily acquired, and the habit 
of taking ganja and charas is compaiatively diffi- 
cult to bleak off The moderate use generally 
leads to excess in the case of the two drugs named 

32 None in this district 

33 The consumption of ganja and charas is 
regaided as a vicious habit, as these naicotics im- 
pair the constitution Not here 

34 In the ease of bhang none to speak of, 
unless the drug has been taken to excess, when 
its depnvation is said to pievent the letention of 
urine by causing irritation in the bladder 

In the case of ganja and charas the depnvation 
would be felt for a few days, and relief sought by 
imbibing bhang 

35 Ganja and charas might easily be pro- 
hibited, as the drugs are imported, and they aie 
looked upon with disfavour by the better classes 

The prohibition to bhang would give nse to 
considerable discontent among all classes, for it 
IS looked upon as the poor man’s naicotic, and 
furthermore because it is also considered to possess 
valuable medicinal properties If prohibited, the 
consumption of opium « ould be stimulated there- 

36 Theie is no evidence in support of such a 
theory 

37 Charas is said to induce immediate intoxica- 
tion, and there is a Sindi saying m support of 
this. The action of ganja is slower, and, in order 
to accelerate its effect, tobacco is often smoked 
immediately after the diug has been taken 

38 Only the flat is supplied in this district 


39 Bhang is taken in a liquid form, and ganja 
and charas arc smoked The drugs aie not taken 
m any othei way 

40 By native physicians the properties of 
bhang aie termed “ cold and drj',” t e , stimulative 
and sedative A snuff is prepaied fioni the leaves 
Bhang is also used as a “hair wash ” It is pre- 
scribed foi diarrhoea and gonorrhoea and as a 
diuretic Prepared as a pHstei, itlis used asa cool- 
ing application foi piles and to reduce inflamma- 
tion, and also for neui ilgia 

It IS administered to mares shoitly before they 
aie covered 

41 Only bhang, which is used — 

(a) as a digestive , 

(4) to alleviate fatigue , 

(c) to induce perspiration in ague fits, when 

dry leaves aie jl iced on enibeis and the 
smoke inhaled, 

(d) Tide paragiaph 40 above 

42 Bhang in moderation is popularly regarded 
to be harmless, and 1 see no reason to dispute 
this 

43 Yes , but the sensitive “ feelings ” of habit- 
ual consumers appeal to be easily arou®ed, and 
such persons give way to inordinate meiriraent or 
to sudden anger at small piovocation In suppoit 
of this view, there is the Sindi adage “Nevei 
meddle with a bhangi ” 

44 Bhang if taken of moderate sticngth is 
refreshing Intoxication can be induced by in- 
creasing the strength of the beveiage It does 
not allay hunger, but thirst It is appetising 
The period for which the immediate effects last 
varies The after-effects are said to be lowering, 
and consumers become hypochondriac The want 
of subsequent gratification is felt more intensely 
in the case of bhang 

Ganja produces exhilaiation The effect is said 
to last somewhat less than an hour It is said 
to produce warmth in the system, and for that 
reason is said to be frequently taken by persons 
when starting on a journey at night. A state 
of inertia follows the want of it 

Charas is more rapid in its action than ganja, 
and vertigo frequently follows It is said that 
ID the case of these two drugs the habit can be 
easily broken off, whereas such is not the case ns 
regards bhang 

45 The moderate use of bhang is not considered 
to be injurious, othei wise it is said to enfeeble the 
constitution and to bnng on mental anxiety and 
extreme nervousness Persons addicted to it are 
moie susceptible to fatigue than others It does 
not injuie the digestion or cause loss of appetite, 
nor bung on bronchitis or asthma. In cases of 
dysentery it is mixed with euids and given as a 
remedy Its use is conducive to lazmess , neither 
immorality nor debauchery is laid to its chaige 
Mental vigour becomes weakened by the excessive 
use of the drug, but insanity is said not to ensue 

Ganja and charas, it is admitted on all sides, 
produce most baneful effects There is a saying 
in Sindi, “Charas be taras” — i e , cbaias is ruth- 
less ” These drugs weaken the physique, eausing 
wasting ot the body Vision becomes impaired 
and the lungs affected, the intellect becomes 
deadened, and, while in the first instance tliey 
operate to incite debauchery, they end by render- 
ing those addicted to their use impotent. In- 
sanity IS acknowledged to follow their excessive 
use 
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47 No 

49 The lower classes oE prostitutes aie addict- 
ed to bhang 

Gan 3 a and chaias aie supposed to act at first 
as an aphrodisiac, but their continued use is said 
to inevitably cause impotence. 

50 Vide above 

51 Such has not proved to be the case m 
this district 

None BO far as can be locally ascei tamed, 

52 Persons claiming to be addiited to ganja 
and cliaras have been known to plead ii respon- 
sibility for then actions 

53 It appears that those who indulge in 
bhang are easily piovoked and btcomo exces- 
sively irritable, and that insanity lesults from 
the immoderite use of ganja and charas Se- 
rious crimes are most undoubtedly committed by 
persons . addicted to these dmgs, and are mostly 
ascribed either to pioiocation or frenzy 

54 These drugs me not taken by those un- 
accustomed to their use with a view to fortify 
themselves in the commission of piemeditated 
enmes Criminals addicted to ganja and chaias 
are believed to gather Dutch com age by forti- 
fying themselves with a smoke prioi to starting 
on their netaiious expeditions 

55 No such case has been heard of here 

56 Sugai, poppy-head seeds, til, t e , gin- 


gelly, and parched gi am are mixed with bhang, 
and are supposed to enhance its intoxicating 
properties The baking of the leaves piior to 
then being pounded up is believed to increase 
the effects of the drug 

Pickles, soui fruit and ghee are the antidotes 
resorted to in case of prolonged intoxication 

57 They aie only smoked here 

58 and 59 The sjstetn appeals to work well, 
but, in view of the baneful effects produced by 
ganja and charas, I am disposed to recommend 
that their sale should be lestricted to a .jreatei 
extent than is now done In terms of the pre- 
sent form of license, a letail vendor is permitted 
to sell 40 tolas or half a seer of these diugs to 
any one person on any one day, he is also pei- 
mitted to sell the same amount of bhang, which 
is a much oheapei commodity I think in the 
case of ganja and charas the maximum vend 
might well be fixed at 10 tolas 

60 Not produced in this distiict 

61 Not produced 

62 It IS already sufficiently controlled 

63 Vide answer to paiagiaphs 58 and 59 

64 No 

68 No 

69 Mciely in so fai that shops aie only 
opened wheie required None seem called £oi 
Unnecessary. 


4. Evidence of Khan Bahadur Kadirdad Khan Gud Khan, 0 1 E , Eeputy Col- 

lecfoj', EausJiahro Suh-dtvision. 


1 I have served in all the distiiots of the prov- 
ince for a little moie than thirty-four years, and 
have had to deal with those who sell and consume 
hemp 

2 The drugs which are consumed and sold m 
Smd are the three, viz , hliang (hemp), charas and 
ganja 

Hemp is locally produced, but charas and ganja 
are imported trom Yarl and and Panveh of Thana 
distnet, respeotwely They are not manufactured 
from hemp plant in this province 

Ganja impoited into this country is of the 
flattened shape, 1 1 , the flat ganja 

So the definitions given by Dr Pram may be 
accepted 

In this piovince hemp is known by the name of 
bhang, and charas and ganja by their ouginal 
names 

3. In no district of this province does the hemp 
plant glow spontaneously 

7 Hemp is cultivated in this province only for 
use as bhang and for its seed, but foi no other 
purposes 

8 Theie is a giadual incicase in the cultivation 
of bhang owing to the increase in population, but 
the increase is not \eiy gieat 

9 I Lave served in Sehwan taluka, zillah 
Kaiachi, for about seven years, wheie in one of its 
villages, called Bubak, hemp is grown consider- 
ably and brought to perfection In ordoi to laise 
a good crop of hemp, it is necessary that the land 
should be well ploughed and manured and copiously 
watered The seed is sown about October or 
Novemhei and theciopis leaped about Apiil. The 
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crop is then allowed to diy in the sun and then 
remoied to warehouses oi godowns 

10 Persons of the same classes as other agri- 
cultural cultivators glow the hemp They form no 
special class • but as a rule a Hindu agiiculturist 
takes more pains with the eiop than a Muham- 
madan does 

11 I do not know anything about this 

12 I cannot answer this 

IS As ganja is not manufactured from hemp in 
this piovmce, I cannot answer this question satis- 
factorily I can only add this much, that as hemp 
IS laibcd to its peifection in this piovince, there is 
no reason why ganja could not be made out of it 
locally, if the cultivators knew how to manufac- 
tme it 

14 Ganja and chaias are not piepaied in Smd , 
but only bhang is used 

Bhang is the leaf of the hemp plant and gene- 
rally the seeds aie mixed with it In this state it 
IS pounded in a moi tar, made into liquid, and 
diunk Bhang is not imported fiom anj other 
province or native territoiy, but whatever is 
raised in the piovmce is suflicient to supply the 
demand of consumers 

Very little of it is grown in this district The 
area bi ought under hemp cultivation during the 
last three yeais is as follows — 

A G 

1890 91 . , 17 C 

1891 92 20 26 

1892 93 . 2 29 

But the demands of the distiiet aie supplied by 
impoitationof bhang from Karachi distiict, chiefly 
Bubak of Sehwan Uluka. 


2 I, 2 



15 I cannot give the method of the piepantion 
c£ charas and ganja, as they are not manufactured 
in Smd. But as far as the habits of the people 
are concerned} charas and ganja are smoked, bhang 
IS drunk in a liquid state, and a preparation of 
the bhang, called majum, is eaten llie way in 
which majum is prepared is as follows — Bhang 
IS pounded in a mortar, water is added to it and 
its juice IS extracted by piessing it This is 
again boiled and m the process of boiling sugar- 
candy and cardamom are put in it This, after it 
IS cooled, IS eaten by well-to-do persons in small 
quantities at bed-time and also early in the 
morning, but the use of majum is confined to only 
few and rich people 

16 Bhang is generally prepared by people in 
their houses oi hlanas and dai/eras, which resem- 
ble the alehouses of Europe It can be piepired 
from the hemp plant wherever grown, but charas 
and ganja require special piocess for its manu- 
factuie 

17 Needs no answer 

18. Of course charas, ganja as well as bhang 
deteriorate by keeping Bhang and ganja quilc 
lose then effect aftei four years , but charas e in 
keep up its eSect for a longer time and atter six 
or eight yeais it becomes useless Lapse of time 
and effects of climate are the causes of deteiioia- 
tion No speeiil measures can be suggested to 
pieveut the deterioiation of these drugs 

19 As far as Sind is concerned, ganja and 
chaias aie used only tor smoking They aie used 
in no other waj 

20 Ganja and charas aie smoked m this pro- 
vince chiefly by fakirs who come from othei pai ts 
of India and also by those local residents who 
associate with such fakirs. There aie moie ganja 
smokeis than chaias smokers The pioiioitiou of 
ganja smokers is one pel cent, and that of charas 
smokeis about one per 200 of the population 
In mufassal ganja and charas are used very little 
and by exceptionally veiy few people, but in 
large cities and ton ns which the toi signers resoit 
to, the propoition of smokeis is large 

21 Only the flatganj i is imported into Sindfoi 
consumption 

22 Only foreign chaias is used It is im- 
ported to this country fiom Yaikand via Amiit 
sar 

23 In very laie instances those who are ad- 
dicted to gnnja smoking do smoke bhang leaves 
as a substitute for ganja when they cannot obtain 
the latter, but this habit is confined to bard 
smokers of ganja and it is not of general piactice 

24 The drinking of bhang is not confined to 
anv paiticulai class oi creed of people Botli 
Hindus and Muhammadans dnnk and eat it 
Bhang IS eaten in the shape of majum oulv iii 
large cities and towns by very few people who 
are iich, but its dunking is extended over large 
cities and towns as well as the mufassal with this 
exception that where is in large cities and towns 
the proportion of diinkeis may safely be estimated 
at 25 per cent , while in the mufassal it is only 5 
per cent 

25 The use of ganja, oharas and bhang, speoi- 
ally of the latter, is on the increase 

Ganja and chaias, when smoked, produce a 
heating effect and the climate of Sind is hot 
Theiefoie these two drugs are consumed in a 
limited quantity 

"Jlie drinking of bhang Las cooling effects and 


in a hot country like Sind it is, to those who use 
it, an agreeable beverage The reason of the in- 
crease in the consumption and use of bhang may 
be attributed to the change in the habits of the 
people with the march of civilization, when 
every young man has begun to think that he can 
do what be likes and may oat and dnnk whatever 
he pleases without any check as long as he does 
not break the law 

To prove that charas and ganja are con- 
sumed to a very sm ill extent as compared with 
bhang, I give tlio figures of consumption for the 
year 1891-92 for the Hyderabad distuct — 


(1) Bhang 

S Clmms 
Gan]ii 


Hauods 

Boers 

ToIm 

1,120 

16 

39 

14 

10 

07 

39 

30 

69 

ntualas well as 

occasional 


excessive consumers of ganja and charas is very 
small, and the number of occasional moderate con- 
sumers IS also very small They should not be 
taken into consideration But the number of 
habitual model ato consumers of charas and ganja 
may be reckoned .at 5 por mille in laige cities and 
towns and 1 per mille in the mufassal 
In the case of bhang drinking the propoition 
may bo taken as follows — 

In Inr^c cities In mafas 
nnd toirnt sil 
yet cent Per cent 

(1) Habitual modorato consumers 20 3 

(21 Habitual eicessivo ditto 2 5 

id) Occasional ncodotato ditto 1 5 

(4) Ditto oxccsaivo ditto 2 1 

27 Chaias and ganja are smoked by people of 
very low class and mfoiior habits, but bhang is 
taken by all classes, beginning with princes, nobles, 
morchants, spiritual leaders, ending with the poorest 
labomei and the beggar The habit of using 
bhang is acquired by associating with bhang 
diinkers 


28 The daily average cost of these drugs per 
diem may be estimated as follows — 


Habitual moderate 
coDSumerR 

p) Bhang One pie per head 

(2) Charas Six pie- „ 

(3) Gnnja Thne pies „ 


llabltoa! czccrsito 
consumers 

Six pies per head 
Two annas „ 
One auna „ 


29 As a rule ordinarily no ingredients are mixed 
by any of the classes who use bhang, charas and 
ganja iVi exceptional cases, dliatiira is mixed 
with bhang in order to stupefy the person by 
whom it 18 intended to he used , but this is done 
in veiy raie instances among the Muhammadans 
of the lowest class Among the Hindus the ad- 
mixture of dhatura with bhang is not known 

Theie IS no such thing as bhang massala known 
01 used in Smd 

80 Those who use the dings lake it in solitude 
as well as m company, hut naturally a man takes 
a little ipore iii company^ than what he does in 
solitude 


Children never smoke charas or ganja, but 
women of very low caste, such as prostitutes, do 
smoko it Bhang is used by females generlly 
after they attain the age of thirty or forty years, 
but the proportion of female dnnkeis as compared 
with male dunkers is very small, say one woman 
after every five men 

31 The habit of consuming any of these' drugs 
can he easily formed, and it is difficult to break 
off There is not much tendency in the case of 
any of these drugs foi the moderate habit to 
develop into the excessive , but it must be remem- 
beied that those who aie excessive smokers or 
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drinkers had begun by moderate smoking or 
drinking 

3^ In the case of cbaras and ganja it is not 
obligatoiy by any religious or social custom to 
smoke the stuff on any particular occasion j but 
in the case of bhang among the Hindus during 
the Holi holidays it is a part of the religious 
ceremony to take a little of " pan]tulo ” (five 
ingredients) when attending the tikana (a place 
of worship) This pan 3 tulo is composed of bhang, 
sugar, cardamom, dry leaves of ruses and succory 
(or kasni) , but there is no religious or social 
obhgation on the Muhammadans to take the 
drink on any paiticular day On the occasion 
of religious liolidajs such as Moburrum those 
who do not drink it have no objection to take a 
little of it if offered , but this drinking is gene 
rally temperate and is not likely to lead to the 
formation of the habit, nor is it otherwise 
injurious 

33. As far as public opinion of this country is 
concerned, the smoking of charas and ganja is 
consideied as not a respectable habit, and the 
moderate drinking of bhang is not regarded as 
disreputable On the oontiary, there are certain 
verses in Persian, Sindhi and Urdu, praising the 
drug 

The hemp plant or its leaves oi seeds are never 
woisbipped on any occasion by Muhammadans 

In the bindbi months of Asn and Chet, when 
Hindu males and females observe fasting (called 
Ekana), the section of the Hindus who are the 
followeis of Devi worship hemp in' liquid before 
It IB drunk 

34 Ceitainly it would be a serious puvation to 
charas, ganja and hemp eonsumeis to forego 
the consumption of these drugs, as it would be 
in the case of a European labourer if he is prohi- 
bited from his glass of beer Once a man gets 
into the habit of taking certain into\icatiiig or 
narcotic drug, he feels the want of it even if he 
were a moderate consumer It is Very difficult to 
give the probable number of each class of con- 
sumers 

85 It would not be feasible to prohibit the 
use of any or all of these diugs, just in the same 
way as all governments in Europe would not find 
it feasible to pronibit tbe use of wmes and beers 
If the licit consumption of these drugs weie pro- 
hibited, people would find wars to use them 
illicitly The eonsumeis will be seiiou^lv discon- 
tented if piohibition were enfoiced, and the dis- 
content will certainly amount to a pohtical danger, 
as all classes of people from the most influential 
spiritual leader to tbe lowest beggai will saj that 
British Government, while not luteifenng oi pro- 
hibiting the use of alcohol m their own country, 
are stopping them iiere from the use of less intoxi- 
cating drugs which they have been using from 
time iramemonal and wbch is also religiously 
respected, and the prohibition will naturally be 
followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants and 
other drugs 

36 From the enquiries that I have made, I 
learn that alcohol is not substituted for any of 
these drugs, but if the consumers of hemp drugs 
find themselves in better circumstances, they begin 
to use alcohol m addition to hemp drags 

37 In my opinion tbe effects of cbaras smoking 
are as bad as those of ganja From a teetotallei's 
point of view one is as bad as the other 

38 1 cannot answer this question, as we have 
got only one kind of ganja used in Sind 


39 In this province every body will share with 
me in saying that smoking of any preparation of 
the hemp drag is more injunous than dnnking it 
or eating the same in the shape of majum, because 
smoking has moie stupefying effects than drinking 
and eating 

40 The use of chans and ganja is never pre- 
scribed by any school of native doctors as a medi- 
cine, or as an ingredient in a medicine, but on 
several occasions the drinkmg of mild liquid of 
old hemp IS prescribed by native doctors as a medi- 
cine in tbe case of bleeding piles, dysentery and 
stoppage of mine, 

1 have not heard that bemp is ever used in the 
treatment of cattle diseases 

41 The moderate use of cbaras, ganja or bbanw 
will not prove beneficial m tbe case of those who 
have nevei used it, but those who consume it 
confess that the modeiate use of these drugs 
makes them in good mood foi haid work and 
exertion, and the use of hemp bquid is considered 
as a preventive of disease in malarious and un- 
healthy tracts 

It is difficult to say regarding the classes 
minutely, but I refer to the moderate habitual use 
of these drugs 

42 The modeiate use of all the three drugs is 
harmless, because I h ive never observed tbe 
moderate consumei ot any of these drugs inferior 
intellectnally or physic illy to those who do not 
use them 

4H Moderate eonsumeis are inoffensive to their 
neighhouis 1 have exeicised magisterial powers 
for more than 26 years and no cases have come to 
my notice showing that because a man happens 
to be a moderate consumer of any of these drugs, 
he has been offensive to his neighbours ' 

44 The immediate effect of the moderate use of 
any of these drugs on the habitual consumer is 
that he finds himself to be refieshed, and it pro- 
duces a little intoxication, creates appetite and the 
effects of intoxication last for a few hours The 
habitual moderate consumer feels himself very 
uneasy if he does not get his smoke or dose at bis 
usual times 

45 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs IB not proved to produce any noxious effects 
— physical, mental or moral It does uot impair 
the constitution m any way It does not injure 
the digestion or cause loss of appetite It does not 
cause dysentery, bronchitis oi asthma It does 
not impaii the moral sense or induce laziness of 
habits or immorality or debauchery It does not 
deaden the intellect or produce insanity These 
drugs have been never known to produce insanity 
if taken moderately 

46 In the case of those who use these drags 

habitually in excessive quantities, they are cer- 
tainly infeiior physically, mentally and morally, 
to their brothel s who do not use the drugs or use 
them model ately But the habitual excessive use ^ 

produces permanent msanity only in those oases 
where the consumer is physically weak and is not 
well fed and clothed, and, on the other hand, in tbe 
case of those who get good food and are well clad, 
the excessive use of these drugs does not bring on 
permanent insanity Beyond this I cannot answer 
this question 

47 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drugs does uot become a hereditary habit, and does 
not pffect the children of modeiate consumers. 
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48. lu the case of habitual o'ccessive consumers 
of these diugs, the Inbit does not become heredi- 
tary, and their children aic not affected, because 
in this country, with the exception of prostitutes, 
no female is m habitual excessive consumer of 
these drugs, and one of the parents of tho child, 
being free fiom the habit of tho excessive use of 
the drug, is probably the cause of the children not 
being affected 

49 and 50 I cannot ansucr these questions 

61 Large proportion of bad characters in fins 
country are those who do not use any of these 
drugs The ciimc in general or in particular has 
no connection with tho moderate use of these drugs 
I give this opinion from my own experience as a 
Magistrate who have had to deal with bid cliaiac- 
ters and criminals for more than a quarter of a 
century 

52 On tho other band, the excessive use of 
bhang produces coivaidico and timidif}. An 
excessive bhang diinkoi is never violent Ho i-. 
not expected to commit anj dniing deed If he 
has no funds to purchase his daily oliang, ho might 
lesort to pilfenng, The excessive smokers of gaiga 
and charas get into fury md v loleiice and in that 
state do commit the crime of taking tho law in 
tlieir own bands against tho persons of other indi- 
viduals, if provoked 

53 The excessive indulgence in these drugs docs 
not incite to unpiemeditatcd enmo oi violence I 
know of no instance in which tho excessive indul- 
gence of these diug» may have led to teropoiary 
homicidal frenzy 

I answer this lu the negative 

55 Complete stupefaction cannot bo induced bj 
any of these dings without some strong admixture, 
such ns dhatura oi o))mra soaked in oil, and tho 
criminals in older to furtliei their designs always 
mix some other strong intoxicating drug with hemp 
drugs, when they administer it to thou victims 

50 lam not in possession of accurate information 
to enable me to answer this question correctly 

57 Gauja and charas arc not known to bo eaten 
01 drunk in Sind They arc only smoked 

58 I am acquainted with the system of excise 
administration in this prov inco in respect of hemp 
drugs I think it is capable of improvement 

59 In my opinion the administration requiies 
the following improvements — 

(a) Ganja and charas are' not manufactured in 
this province They are imported by fai- 
meis from Panveli of Thana distiicb in 
the Bombay prendency and Yarkand re- 
spectively Tho farmers try to purchase 
infeiior aiticles as cheaply as they can and 
an infenoi stuff IS always injurious Gov- 
ernment ought to purchase charas and 
gaiga and supply them to the faimors in 
the same way as they do opium , because 
the use of inferioi ganja and charas is 
moie injurious than that of a superior 
kind 

(i) Hemp is cultivated by agriculturists in 
their fields wherever they like They 
have onlyto obtain pei mission ioi cul- 
tivating it. The le venue authorities warn 
them to sell then produce to Govern- 
ment farmers, but owang to the want of 
sufficient establishment these authorities 
cannot depute a special officer to see that 


all tho licmp pioduccd b} tho cultivators 
IS sold and liandcd over to the Govcniraont 
faimoi This loaves the cultivator nt 
perfect liberty to sell ns mucli of it illi 
citlj to consumers as he liles before tlir 
Govcinment fiirmti comes to buy it from 
him The best plan will be that only 
those who have lands not far away from 
the faluka head-quarters should bo per- 
mitted to ciilfiv ite hemp pl.int, and Gov- 
crninout sUoiild appoint a roll-paul and 
trustwortliy officiil to see that tlic hemp 
from the lime of its harvest up to the 
time it IS handed over to tho Govern- 
ment fiirmor is not tampered with Until 
this IS done the illicit consnmption of 
hlinng cannot bo stopped m the neigh- 
bourhood of those fields where it is enl- 
tnated 

(c) Government sell by public auction the 
right of lofail selliii" of titans, ganja and 
bhang The pen-on whose bid is accepted 
IS cillcJ the f.irmer There is no con- 
dition in llio license specifying the rite nt 
winch ho has to sell these drug-, to the 
Consumers by retail sale, and lie is to fix 
his own rates, jiist as bs pleases Com- 
j) iring the rales it which lie purchases 
with those at whic'li ho sslls to the con- 
Eiimcrs, the difference is very great and 
most startling To prove this assertiori 
1 give below the figures regarding tlie 
Hyderabad Collcctorate for one year, r*r 
1S91-92 — ' 

In (ho year 1891-93 the farmer paid 1129,335 
to Government Tlic qii iiititics of the drugs 
sold by' him arc show n below — • 




Maunt!* 

Ec-rr 

Toll' 

(1) Blmne 


3,120 

35 

30 

(2) Charas 

• 

It 

10 

C7 

(3) Giraja 


39 

30 

GO 


I'lom the accompanying statement it will he 
seen that tho three diu"S, vv Inch wore consumed 
during the y ear, w ere pureb iscd by the farmer 
at a total cost of R7, 007-12-2 and were sold to 
consumers nt 1183,404-11-9 Tlie diffeience 
between the prices at winch tho farmer Ixmght 
these drug-- and sold them to tho public is no 
loss than R7C,'30C.15-7 Deducting the sum of 
H29,335 paid to Govcruinout, it Itav'es him 
R4G,971.15 7 

No doubt tho farmer spends something out of 
this 111 the shape of carnago expenses of briti'Ting 
the drugs to vaiions retail shops ind paying com- 
mission to agents who soli the drug-, by retail m 
different villages, but tins will not amount to 
more thnn a few thousand rupees and the margin 
of pioht to the farmoi is very great 

In the case of opium in (his prov nice Govcin- 
ment have made conditions with the f irmers that 
they cannot sell the drug beyond a certain maxi- 
mum puce to the consuiueis, which is five annas 
a tola or Es ]2f per lb The duty' paid to Gov- 
emmeiit IS Ks 10 pei lb As longas the piesout 
system is iii vogue, there is a veiy' gieat dimgei 
of the illicit impoitation of liemp from the 
adjoining territory of Kb an pur 

Bhang, which is purchased by the farmer it 
Es 4 per maund, is sold to consnmeis by retail at 
the rate of 3 pies a tola or Es 50 per maund, 
and fiom the lettei of tho Political Agent of 
Khniipiu teiritoiy it appears that bhang is sold 
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to consumers in that territory at the rate o£ 
Es 4 01 Es 5 pel maund, and in times of scarcity 
at the late of Rs 9 oi Es 10 per maund It may 
safelj be said that the letail rate prevailing in the 
Khairpur teiiitory is Es 5 per maund, while that 
in the Rritish terntoiy of the Hjdeiabad distiiet 
IS Rs 50 per maund The difference between the 
prices in the two adjoining countiies is so great 
that people have strong temptations in their way 
to illicitly import hemp from the Mu’s terri- 
toiy into the Hyderabad district The Political 
Agent has further informed me that the retail 
sellers pay only one rupee per maund to the 
State ! 

The Khaiipur terntory is hordeiing along the 
Shikaipur, Hyderabad and Thar andPaikai dis- 
tricts, and as long as this great disparity of rates 
continues, there is a great danger of illicit im- 
portation of the ding The iiumbei of patiols, 
who have to guard the borders of the Mu’s 
teiritoiy foi the purpose of suppressing and 
detecting ciimes against the salt and excise laws 
IS far from sufficient 

60 Ganja is not produced and manufactured 
in this pioiunce 

G1 Charas is not produced and manufactured 
in this piovmee 

62, 63 and 64 In answering question 59 I have 
answered these questions 

65 I would adhere to the present sjstem of 
selling the right of bhang, charas and ganja by 


public auction, but would insist on a maximum 
price for let&il sale being fixed bj Government, 
as is done in the case of opium, and I think the 
present retail rates at which bhang, ganja and 
charas aie sold aie very high 

66 I need not answer this question 

67 I have answered this question while answer- 
ing question 59 

68 There are shops for the retail sale of these 
dings, but the drugs are not consumed on the 
premises 

69 The wishes of the people are consulted before 
a shop IS opened in any locality The Collector 
has power to deteimiue how many shops and lu 
what localities aie to be opened, and before fixing 
their number and locality the wishes of the people 
are consulted through the mukhtiaikais of the 
talukas I think that local public opinion should 
always be considered on this point 

70 While answering question 59, 1 have point- 
ed out the different rates at which bhang is sold 
in this district and in the adjoining native terii- 
toiy of Khaiipiir, and as long as this disparity of 
rates is not removed, the danger of illicit impoit- 
ation of hemp cannot disappear Otherwise duty 
IS paid on all these drugs, I may further say 
that lu some instances the excise and salt estab- 
lishments have succeeded in detecting eases of 
illicit importation of bhang from the Khaiipur 
territory into this district, and the offenders have 
been dealt with according to law 


5 Evidence of S Sadik Ali Sheuaii, Deputy Collectoi and First Class 
Magisti ate, Fi ontier Dish ict of Upper Sind 


1 My own persona’ experience, gathered by the 
use of hemp in its liquid form on three or four 
occasions, from personal association with consumers 
of bhang and charas, from my rational age, and 
also from inquines made from persons who drink 
bhang and smoke charas, from contiactois m this 
district and in Shikar pui, Sukkur and Rohii, from 
obseivations made during the time I was on 
three months' leave from 3id August to 2nd Nov- 
ember 1893, and from inquiiies made in Saharan- 
pur district, and also duiing the couise of my 
service extending over a period of twenty-one 
years 

2 In Sind bhang Is not known by the name of 
siddhi, but IS called by the following names — (1) 
bhang, (2) sabzi, (3) sai, (4) ghundiun, (5) bhang 
kuto 01 chui Its othei names aie given in 
Appendix A 

Chains is not only the lesinous matter, but 
consists of resinous mattei, deposit of dust upon 
the leaves, and leaves all crushed and compounded 
in balls 01 lumps or cakes For detailed process 
of manufacturing chains please see Appendix B 

Ganja is rarely smoked in this countiy , but the 
definition of it given by Dr Pram may be accept- 
ed Its process of manufacture, as known in 
this country, is given in Appendix B 

6 It grows spontaneously in the Saharanpur 
district, North-Westein Provinces It is known 
to grow spontaneously, and I have myself seen at 
grow in my own village Ambahta, al«o near 
Eurki and Piran Kaliai in the Saharanpur 
district 

4 It is known only by the name of bhang, I 
have not heard it called by any other names 


6 No special conditions are necessary except 
rainfall In Sind I have not seen wild hemp 
grow in places where no rain falls It is said to 
grow in the hills in the Karachi district and the 
Kelat territory 

G It IS scattered, as I have seen it in the 
Saharanpur district 

7 {a) and (J) No. 

(c) and (d) Yes 

I have got statistics only foi the Thuland Kash 
mor talukas, of which I hold charge In the Thul 
taluka no hemp was cultivated duiing the past 
nineteen j ears , only eight acres of land was cul- 
tivated in that talulra m 1873-74. In the Kash- 
mor taluLa the following aieas were sown in the 
past twenty years — 

A Q 

mi 

JVtl 
0 30 

0 6 
0 0 
0 5 

0 0 

0 24 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

1 34 
0 6 

. 0 8 

0 7 

0 0 
0 0 
0 22 
. 0 0 


1873 74 

1874 76 
1876 76 
1876 77 

1877 - 78 

1878 - 79 

1879 80 

1880 81 
1881 82 

1882 83 

1883 84 

1884 85 

1885 86 

1886 87 
1887-88 
1888 89 
1889-90 
1890 91 
1891-92 
1892 93 



Betaxh of CuUivahon of llei»p Drugs (BAang) tn 
the Jacababad I'alula 
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A G 

1873 74 

2 22 

1874-75 

4 0 

1876 7C 

1 1 

1876 77 

- 2 21, 

V 1877 78 

0 1 

1878-79 . 

No dotnila 
(ivttiluWo 

1879-80 

0 6 

1880 81 

0 0 

Details not available from 1881 82 to 1883 84, 

and there was no cultivation 

in 1884-85 to 1892. 


08 

Note — For ShaLadadpur taltika no details avail- 
able, and no hemp nas sown iii 1883-84 to 1892- 
93 This taluka nas amalgamated with this dis 
trict in 1883-84 , piioi to it, it foiined part of the 
Shiknrpur district 

8 There being no considerable inennso oi 
decrease, no explanation is rtqnircd 

9 There aie two methods for tlio e'liltivation of 
hemp In the lands subject to the natural flow of 
liver water, laud is fust flooded, seed is put down 
broadcast and is then ploughed Tlicotlioi method 
18 moie elaborate and produces good and substan- 
tial ciop The land is fust ploughed once or twice, 
roller is passed over it, and iidgcs aic prepared m 
•which seed is put dow n like tobacco or other 
vegetable crop M hen the plants and seed become 
ripe, they are cut down juBt above the roots and 
are allowed to drj intact 


10 No The persons who cultii ale hemp for 
its narcotic properties belong to the classes of 
ordinary agiicultural cultivators 

11 and 12 Do not know 


13 The hemp plant is not cultivated in this 
district for the production of ganja, as ganja is 
niely used in this district Do not know. 

14 (c) and (i) No 

(c) Yes For details of this distuct kindly see 
pangraph 7 1 have no details for other districts 

in the province of Sind 

15 The methods of the prep-iiation of (a) gann, 
[b) ebaras, (c) bhang, me guen in Appendix B 
There is no difference in the method of prepara- 
tion of bhang from the cultivated and the wild 
plant I do not believe there can be any difference 
in the pieparatioiis of chans and gmja from the 
cultivated and the wild plant , but ns tliese two 
preparations are not manuf icturcd in this country, 
I am not able to give my opinion The methods 
of Its pieparations for smoking, eating and dunk 
mg are given in Appendices A and B 

16 Bhang is generally prepared by the people 
in their bouses ft can be prepared fiom the hemp 
plant whei ever it IB glow n, as the piece's of its 
pieparation is veij simple, as gi\en in Appendix 
B I do not know whether ganja and cliaia*: can 
be prepared from the wild plant wherever it 
grows 

17 The preparations of the hemp drag, vie, 
bhang, charas, and gaiija ire made either by the 
persons who cultivate the plant or by the con- 
tiactois who buy the stinding ciop But m ijnras 
aie prepared by native physicians oi by those who 
know the components lequired foi their piepar- 
ation 


18 Bhang in the form of ghundis, ganja and 
charas keep good for two or three y ears if care- 
fully kept within a building seeiue from weather 
and exposure to sun and ram , and also from 


attacks of beetles and other insects If exposed 
to snn, weather or rain, or attacked by' insects, 
these drugs, < specially bhang and gnnja, deUiiorate 
in the course of a year Bhang chui or /.fto 
deteriorates in the course of one y car under all 
circumstances. 

19 In the province of Sind, eh iras is used for 
smoking only Gan-ja is not smoked by natives 
of Sind , It IS smoked by up country people, 
specially fakirs, jogis and sndhus 

20 Natives of Sind rarely smoke ganja, and 
when 1 made uiquiries lately from the farmer of 
these drugs in Jacob ibad and Sukknr they said 
they had no gania for sale, ns it was not used by 
Smdliis In Sbikaipur ako I could not get c\cn 
a samplo of it 

In ibc towns of — 

Jacobabad, 'I 

Sbikaipur /Cbaras— Hindu adults 0 percent 
Snkkurnnd T 

Rohri J ,, Mussulmans 9 do 

In other outlying \ illagcs — 

Charas — Hindus 4 per cent, 

„ Mnesalmans C do 

21 Do not know, as ganja is not smoked in 
this country 

22 Foreign charas is chitfly nsed, ■which is 
I impoitcd Irom Yarkand and Afghanistan to 
1 Amvitsai and Lahore nndfiom there it is imported 

into Sind. Charas is also manufactured in the 
Khnirpur State, but its import is prohibited 

23 It is lory rarely smoked by the natives of 
Sind 

24 Bhang is rarclj eaten by the natives of 
Sind , wbeu any one has got no water audits 
gniidiiig matciials, it la eaten to gratify the 
cravings of habit In the Frontier and Sbikor- 
pur districts all classes dnnk bhang in the hot 
season to a large extent as n cooling and rofrc'b- 
mg drink, specially the lower tla'se« of people who 
cannot afford to buy syrups In the hot season 
in places like Shikarpur, Sukkiir, Robri, Jacob- 
abad, about 50 per cent adult Ilindns and 15 
percent adult Mnssalmans, in the cold season 
only hahitunl consumers drink it, who are 25 per 
cent adult Hindus and 10 per cent adult Mussal- 
inans Hindus consider bhang to be a holy plant, 
as it wns patronized, some say, by " Shiva and 
some sav , by “ Malmdevi ” and call it “ Shivaji ” 
or “ Mahadniji ” buti In almost all the tikanas 
(places of worship) large earthen pots of its thin 
watery preparations me kept full for the use of 
the visitors and passers by in the hot season, and 
the preparation i« called “ snkho,” and by Mnssal- 
mans “ Abo," which is drunk even by boy s and 
girls on account of its cooling and refreshing 
effects The cost of the blnng is borne from the 
Paiicliay at Funds In the outlying villages in 
the hot season about 80 per cent adult Hindus 
and 10 pel cent adult hlussalmans drink bhang 
This deeieaso is due to difficulties in the way of 
getting the drug, ns shops for its sale are not 
kept in eveiy village In the cold season the 
number of Hindus may be 15 pei cent and of 
Mu'salmans 7 per cent The difference is due to 
occasional drmkois in the hot season 

25 The increase and decrease in theu'o of these 
dnigBis generally fluctuating and is, at present 

I stationary on account of high prices at vv Inch they 
are sold The lates at ■which charas and bhang 
aie sold are given below — 

(1) Chaias— Es 10-0-0 per pound of 40 tolas 

(2) Bhang— Es 0-10-0 


}} >1 3i 
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Gatija IS not kept in stock by the faimers. The 
above prices being prohibitive, the consumption of 
the two drugs has been restricted to a great extent 
It may be noted that fai mers buy bhang ordi- 
narily at an average rate of one rupee and eight 
annas per mannd, i e , 8^ pies per pound The 
fluctuations in rates of sale depend upon the puce 
the farmers pay to Government for the mono- 
poly of the farms, and raise oi reduce rates accord- 
lug to the amounts they pay 



Towns 

aud 

citios 

Outly- 

ing 

villages 

■r 

Per 

cent 

Pei 

cent 

26. (a) Of bliaug — Hindus 

20 

10 

Mussalmans 

6 

4 

' Of chaias — Hindus , 

3 

2 

Mussalmans 

5 

3 

(5) Of bhang — Hindus . 

5 

5 

Mussalmaus 

4 

3 

Of charas — Hindus 

2 

1 

Mussalmans 

8 

2 

(c) Of bhang — Hindus 

22 

IS 

Mussalmans 

3 

2 

Of charas — Hindus . 

1 

1 

Mussalmans 

1 

1 

(d) Of bhang — Hindus 

8 

2 

Mussalmans 

2 

1 


Of charas — Ntl 

The above figures apply to adults only 

27 There are no particular classes of people 
who use these drugs Association with habitual 
consumers or women of bad repute, specially pros- 
titutes, or tendency to enioy sensations piodnced 
by intoxuation, or pleasures of sexual intercourse, 
lead to the piactice 

28. 1. — Bhang 

Quantity Present rate 

(а) One tola inolndnis etalLs pies. 

(б) One annat=5 tolas 1 anna 3 pies 

I have been told by set eral habitual consumers 
that there are manv habitual consiimeis who could 
consume as much as one seer of bhang in oue day, 
but they cannot take such quantities for a number 
of days without icducing its quantity in the mean- 
time lor one day in eveiy two or three days 

2 — ClIAKAS 

Quantity Present rate 

(а) tola „ . .3 pies 

(б) t tola 1 anna 

29 (o) None with bhang With chains and 
ginja, tobacco 

(i) W'lth bhang, almonds, cardamoms, pepper, 
poppy seeds, seeds of musk melon, coriaudei seed, 
and sugarcandy, etc 

With chaias none 

Dhatum IB not used, as it is considered to pro- 
duce tempoiary insanity It is used when harm 
is intended to be caused to the person to whom it 
IS administeied The mixture ot things shown m 
{b) IS intended to enhance the effects of the pre- 
paration as a tonic and refreshing diaught, and 
also to prevent in 3 UiiouB effects of bhang. Bhang 
massala is not known in this country 
' 30 Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
IB not practised m solitude But amongst Mussal- 
mans about 10 per cent, of those who use it drink 
it in solitude to avoid scandal and exposuie 
The oonsumption of chaias is practised in 
solitude, by about 1 0 per cent of Hindus and 
15 pel cent of Mussalmans wbo consume it 

vol vu 


Tbo use of bliang is not confined to male sex , 
prostitutes and othei females of low principles 
commonly use it Its use is mainly commenced 
after adult age, but in hot season the “ sukho ” or 
‘ abo” 18 given to boj s and girls also The use of 
charas is confined to m ile sex, but many piostitutes 
and women ot ill-iepute also use it. Cbildien do 
not use charas 

81 The habit of dnnkmsrhbang IS easily form- 
ed, if a peisou associates with habitual dnnkers 
and hears tlieir accounts of the pleasures and lively 
Ecusatioiis they enjoy It i^ not ditticult to break 
off the babit in the commeucement If a person 
habituated to its use ceises its consumption, loses 
appetite, feels thirsty and out of spuits The use 
ot whey 01 cooling syrups lemoves the thirst, but 
does not stimulate his appetite In the mouth ot 
Ramzan many dnnkers of bhang and chaias cease 
the use of these drugs without endangenng their 
health But they cannot forego its use entirely 
In the month of Ramzan they take bhang or 
smoke chaias after breaking the fast It is not 
easy to break off the habit so easily without in- 
juiing one’s health, as the use of the dings be- 
comes as it wcie part of their diet The habit of 
smoking charas is not easily foimed,it leqniies 
association of its consumers for a considerable time 
before the habit is fonned, and it cannot be broken 
off easily for the reasons given above There is 
no tendency in the use ot any of these drugs for 
moderate habits to develop into the excessive, as 
1 have seen many persons consuming these drugs 
in moderate and excessive quantities without the 
risk of developing then habits into excessive use 
of the drugs 

82 Tbtre is no custom, social or religions, in re- 
gard to the consumption ot these diugs known in 
this country 

88 Amongst Hindus the consumption of bhang 
in its liquid form is not m disrepule, as the plant 
16 called to be Shiva or Mahadavi’s buti Rut 
amongst Miisalmans, on account of its piobibition 
by the Muhammadan leligion, its use is held in 
disiepute 

The use of charas and ganja are held m disrepute 
bv Hmdus as well as M us'-almans on account of 
their injuiioiis effects, and by the latter also on 
account ot religious prohibition 

There is no custom of woi shipping the hemp 
plant even by Hindus known m this country. 

34 It would certainly be a serious privation to 
the habitual consumms to forego the consumption 
I of the drugs they use, specially to the fakiis, jogis 
: and sadhiis It would be sei ions privilion to all 
the habitual consumeis stated in paragraph 26, and 
luy lensoDB for this opinion are given in para- 
graph 81 

85 It would not be feasible to prohibit entirely 
the use ot any of these drugs, as such a measure 
would ceitainly lead to smuggling aud illicit 
couBumption Their use could only be prohibited 
by a special law piohlbiting the cultivation ot 
bhang, manufacture and imports of its preparation 
But the prohibiti m would certainly occasion senous 
discontent among the consumeis for the reasons 
given in parngiaph 31 and Sd', and the discontent 
would undoubtedly be a political danger,' as the 
f ikiTS, jogis and sadhus will not fail to excite the 
less rational clastes of people In habitual 
excessive consumers the piohibition is very likely 
to be followed by recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
and 1 olhei diugs to a gieat extent, but in 
moderate habitual consumeis to a veiyless degree, 

2 M 



250 


as nleobolic stimuhnts are not coBsideied to be 
cooling and refiesbing in tbeir effects 

86 Alcohol IS not being substituted to any 
extent for any of these drags Alcohol is used by 
people for its own sake. 

37 Do not know, as ganja is nrelj smoked in 
Sind, and I could not get hold of a ganja smoker 
to describe its effects 

88 Do not know 

39 Do not know, as there is no preparation of 
hemp, the smoking of which is considered to be 
icss in 3 urioa 6 than drinkang or eating the same 
Tlie smoking of all the known pieparations of 
hemp are considered to be more injurious than 
those which aie drunk or eaten 

40 The answei to tins question will be found 

in Appendix A All Native Doctors are guided by 
the instiuetions given in advt^ai aad 

u^e all the medicines according to their properties 
as expounded in that book. 

I do not know nhethei any of them aie used 
m the treatment of cattle diseases 

41 (a) As a food accessory, the moderate use 
of bhang is beneficial, and of charas, it is not 
beneficial As a food digestive both bhang and 
ehaias aie not beneficial , bhang in the cold season 
and charas always. 

(5) Bhang and charas do not give staying, 
poiver except under exposure to heat and cold. I 
know from my own experience that a bowl of 
pieparation of bhang mils light liquid form gives 
staying-powei undei severe exposuie to the heat of 
sun, and it is a common saying that a drink of 
bhang has the effect of making the sky look over- 
cast and weather cloudy The use of bhang 
alleviates fatigno in hot season Beisons addicted 
to the use of bhang and charas take their accus- 
tomed allowance generally alter they are fiee from 
work requiring manual labom Ordinanlj their 
time IS about 10 o'clock m the morning and 
5 o'clock in theafternoon, A smoke of charas is al- 
so taken at the time of going to bed in the night in 
order to get sleep Only beggars who sit 
“Dharna" that go on smoking charas without 
taking food and thus deaden their feelings and 
appetite until they are paid alms Smokers of 
charas and diinkeis of bhang, speciallj those who 
take them in excess, are notouous for their 
sluggishness aftei they take these drugs When 
the intoxication comes on, they teel sleepy and 
cannot exeit much, as then bodies become heavy 
fot them to drag about and lose then wonted 
lightness 

(c) No , on the contrary, the presence of too 
much fluid in the system of di inkers of bhang 
subjects them to constant attacks of fever and 
other diseases (in malauous and unhealthy tracts 
Please see also Appendix A on this point 

(if) The moderate use of the thm liquid prepar- 
ation of bhang alleviates thirst, refreshes the 
dnnkers and stimulates then appetite in the hot 
season 

All classes use the wateiy preparation of the 
bhang and then numbers have been given in 
paragraphs 24 and 26 I refer to both modeiate 
habitual as well as to moderate occasional use of 
the drug 

42 In the hot season in the Upper Smd dis- 
tricts, wheie the heat is intense and weather 3ry 
to the oxtieroe degree, the moderate use of the 
light water} preparation of bhang is both beneficial 
and baiinlesE It acts as a diaphoretic, stimulant. 


dimetic and refrigerent Itk moderate use 
throughout the hot season from the middle of 
March to the middle of Octobei does not in any 
way tend to the engendering of any of the diseases 
and disorders descnbed m Appendix A. In this 
lespect 1 differ from the conclusions arrived at by 
the author of the Mahhzan advtyah, as m this 
country in the strong heat and dry climate we find 
natnial antidotes for counteracting any ill-effects 
likely to aiise fiom the use of bhang in its liquid 
form Even in the cold season there is sufficient 
heat and dryness in the climate to counteract to 
a certain extent the evil consequence of using the 
piepaiation in its light wateiy form TheelTeots 
of chains, on the central y, are most strong, and 
combined with intense heat and dryness of the 
climates, its moderate use even cannot be 
considered to be harmless 

43 Yes, they are inoffensive 

44 (J.) Bhang —It is refreshing, produces 
moderate degiee of intoxication after an hour 
or so, allays hungei in the commencement, and 
creates appetite, when intoxication comes on. The 
effect lasts from 3 to 6 hours Its aftei-effects are 
laziness, heaviness of limbs, flatulence, etc , in the 
cold season 

(S ) Charat — Is not refreshing, but produces 
intoxication immediately. It does not allay 
hunger, hut creates appetite. Its effects last for 
one or two hoars only 

The want of subsequent gratification does pro- 
duce longmg in habitual consumers of the drug. 

45 The habitual moderate use of light watery 
preparation of bhang in the hot season does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical or mental , 
it does not impaiv the constitution, injure diges- 
tion 01 cause loss of appetite, produce dysentery, 
bronchitis or asthma. But the moderate use ot 
charas does produce noxious effects, physical, 
mental and moral It impaiis the constitution, 
specially the brains, on account of its hot and dry 
effects , it does not injure the digestion or cause 
loss of appetite, as its moderate use does not 
affect the bowels nor does it cause dysentery, bron- 
chitis or asthma Among Mussalmans the moder- 
ate use of bhang and charas impair the moral 
sense and induce habits of immorality, but not of 
debauchery The moderate use of charas deadens 
the intellect, but does not produce insanity. Bhang 
does not deaden the intellect or produce insanity 
by its moderate use 

46. The habitual excessive use of bhang and 
charas produces noxious effects, physical, mental 
and moral It impairs the constitution, injures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, produces 
weakness of lungs, the use of bhang on account 
of its unfavourable properties stated in Appendix 
A, and charas on account of its strong hot and 
dry effects It is a common saying that the habi- 
tual excessive use of these drugs acts on the human 
system and undermines it the same way as salt 
deteriorates the land which is impregnated with it, 
It impairs the moral sense, induces laziness, 
habits of immorality, but not of debauchery, as 
their masculine poweis aie weakened to the lowest 
degree, .is is shown in Appendix A It deadens 
the intellect and produces insanity , but the habi- 
tual excessive use of bhang alone produces insanity 
very rarely , it is the combined excessive use of 
bhang and charas that produce insanity Being 
not a professional man in medioines, I cannot 
s ly of what type their use produces the insanity. 
My impression is that the use produces dementia. 
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I know only of one case of temporaiy insanity 
In the year 1880, I was Head Gerk and Head 
Munshi in the Office of Assistant to Agent, Gover- 
nor General in Baluchistan, stationed in Jacob- 
ahad One Havildar and a number of Police 
sepoys guarded the office and treasure placed in 
it The Havildar was given to the model ate habit 
of using bhang in its liquid form and smoking 
charas. One day when 1 went to the office I was 
informed that the Havildar had become mad , I 
saw him myself, he was talking incessantly and 
quite incoherently, but was otherwise harmless 

I learnt that he had been indulging some days 
pieviously in the excessive use of hhaug and charas, 
which had produced the insanity 

Knowing hot and dry effects of charas, I 
ordeied some «epoys to seize him and pour over 
his head a few vessels of cold water moining and 
evening, as it was, I think, the month of July or 
August The process was repeated foi two or 
thiee days and the man became quite sane again. 

47 and 48 Do not know 

49 The moderate habitual use of any of these 
drugs IS not practised as an aphrodisiac by males 
or prostitutes, as its habitual use does not excite 
the sexual powers It is the occasional modeiate 
use of bhang which is used as an aplirodisiae in its 
watery form both by males and females But 
male persons who wish to en 3 oy the plensuie of 
sexual intercourse use bhang in its preparations 
of majums Bhang and majums are used also for 
the cure of spermatorihoaa and checking speedy 
emission in sexual inteieourse Charas has no 
such effects The modeiate occasional use of 
bhang and majums is not injuiious for these pur- 
poses, and does not tend to produce impotence 
E\ en their moderate habitual use does not pro- 
duce impotence, although it weakens the sexu il 
powers 

50 The excessive occasional use of bhang and 
majums is also practised foi the purposes stated 
in paragnph 49, and is not moie injurious than 
the use of bhang as an ordinary narcotic But 
the habitual use of any of these drugs, vis., bhang 
and charas, is certainly injurious, but does not 
produce complete impotence except in persons of 
weak and sickly constitutions and indifferent 
health, and who are not in affluent cncumstances 
to get substantial things for their food 

51 No The moderate use of these drugs has 
no connection with ciime m general or with crime 
of any special character 

52, When out of employment or without means 
excessive habitual consumers of these drugs gene- 
rally take to begging Some propoition of them, 
say, about 6 per cent take to thieving habits also 
Such persons are well known foi their timid and 
cowardly habits, and seldom engage in the perpe- 
tiation of serious ciimes, such as muidpiu, 
dacoity, robbery, liouse bieaking, theft m dwell- 
ings, etc 

53. No No 

54 No 

55 Yes A bowl of thick pieparation of bhang 
or two 01 thiee strong puffs of chains placed in 
the howl of hukka with tobacco are said to produce 
complete stupefaction in a person not iised^ to 
these drugs But ciiminals invariably add some 
dhatura with bhang before inducing their victims 
to partake of these drags 

56 People in affluent circumstances add almonds, 
pepper, conandei seed, musk melon seed, sugai- 
candy and other ai tides to modify the effects of 

vol vii 


hemp whethei they use it in moderation or in ex- 
cess But even these admixtuies cannot prevent 
the ill effects of hemp in habitual excessive drinkers 
for a long time They suffer mote or less from 
one or more of the diseases and disorders stated in 
Appendix A I do not possess any infoimation 
regaiding the admixture of dliatnra for personal 
consumption, but it is mixed in hemp and ad- 
ministeied to others in ordei to do them harm, as 
the administration of dhatuia produces temporary 
insanity or stupefaction 

67 Do not know, as ganja and charas are not 
eaten or diunk in this part of the country 

68 I consider the present system of excise ad- 
ministration woiking well, and requires no im- 
provement 

69 Requires no answer 

60, Ganja is not pioduoed in this province 

61 Charas is not produced in this province , 
it IS imported fiom Amiitsar and Lahore, where 
itis bioughtfiom Yarkhandand Afghanistan 

62 Under the present Abkaii Law, Bombay 
ActNo V of 1878, there is no piohibition oi le- 
strietion of any kind forthe giowth of the hemp 
plant eithei for manufactuie of bhang or for its 
fibre For the latter purpose solely the plant is 
rarely sown , it is for the production of bhang 
that it IS mainly cultivated Cultivators of hemp 
aie at liberty to keep the entiie plants withm 
their premises without a license, and undei sec- 
tion 16 of the Act no license is even necessaiy for 
the sale by a cultivatoi or ownei of any plant 
from which an intoxicating drag is produced, of 
those portions of the plant fiom which the in- 
toxicating drug IS manufactured or produced, to a 
person holding a license for the sale of intoxicat- 
ing drugs or to a peison licensed under this Act to 
manufacture or to export intoxicating drugs 
The process of manufacturing bhang being on’y 
separation of the branches from the stalks of the 
plants in the case of “ ghundis," and separation 
of leaves, flowers and seeds in the case of bhang 
“ kuto ” 01 “ ohur,” the cultivator or owner of 
the plants runs very little or no iisk m the so- 
called process of manufactuie, and its use by him 
peisonally, in making piesents to his fnends oi 
in cairying on sales to others in outlying villages 
where no licensed shops for its vend exist, and 
persons addicted to its use get their bhang at a 
nominal puce It is the entire absence of any 
prohibition or restriction that leads to smuggling 
and unlimited consumption of the drug I would 
therefore suggest that the cultivation of hemp 
should he restricted, and not allowed except 
under a license, and its crop should not he reaped 
except in the presence of a village officei, who 
should see that if the plant has been grown foi 
its fibre only, the leaves, flowers, and seed are 
separated in his presence and destroyed , that if 
it has been sown for the manufactuie of bhang 
the entire stalks are stacked in a place to which 
the cultivator does not get access except foi its 
sale by the permission of the taluka officei, and 
the sale to take place in the pi esence ot the vil- 
lage officei , These restrictions will prevent the 
abuses which occur under the provisions ol the ex- 
isting law 

63 I have no objection to the piesent system 
of wholesale or retail vend of ganja, charas Or 
bhang 

64 No 

65 1 have no suggestions to offer under this 
head 

2 SI 2 
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66 Ganja is not moi in tins pnit o£ tlic coun- 
tij,and I bavo no suggestions to oiler uudor 
tins head 
67. No 

68 There aie no houses or shops licensed for 
the sale of these drugs or their piepnrntions where 
they may be consumed on the piemiscs If such 
shops are licensed and the consumption is allowed 
upon them, the consequences would bo mischicious, 
as the shop-keepers tor the advantage of effecting 
sales of large quantities of tliese drugs m older 
to gam laisre profits would tempt the consumers 
to thill habitual excessive use beyond pioportion 

69 The wishes of people are considered, and 
very oftin consulted befoie a shop is opened in 
any locality If people obiect to the opening of 
a shop in then neighbouihood, their objections 
are cousideied, and the question decided on its 
moiits 

70 1 have no facts regarding the importation 
or smuggling of hemp drugs fiom Native States 
to wluch I wash to diaw’ attention Duiv is 
reallj paid in ie=peet to the cliai-as U‘-od m tin*, 
distnct as it IS impoilod from the Punj ib Put 
in respect to bhaug, please sea loiuaiks undci 
paiagiaph 62 

Appendix A 

Description of the bhang or hemp plant a* 
given m the Makhzan-Advivah (meaning IVea- 
smy of Medicine oi M itciin Medica in Persian) 
Qanab — Is an Arabic term, and is said to have 
been del IV ed from the Per«iau word "Kanab” 
It IS also called Abaq In Yunani or Guek it 
is called Wadifurunas, iii Siirijani oi Htbrew, 
Qab Nira, in lloman, Kataney , in Per^^au, 
Kanab and Bang , in Hindustani, bhang. 

According to technical phraseology it is 
called, Warqul Klinyal (Loaf of thought) 

Juzu Azam — The greatest necessarj 
Hashish— Di led grass 

Hasbishtul Fukia — Grass of the mendicants 
Nishat-Afza— Enhancer of pleasure 
Ealaktaz — Refieslier of the si y 
Aishi-Numa — Indiiatoi of the Heavens 
Habatul Masakin— Grain of the poor 
Shahwat Angez — Exciter of lust 
Munisul Huraura —Soother of griefs 
Cliatri Akhzar — The green crown. 

Zamurud Rang — Having the coloui of emerald 
It IS said that ropes and cloth are made fiom 
the fibie of its stalk, but the vveanng of such cloth 
IS piohibited, as its use weakens the joints and 
produces debilitv Veiy good paper is manu- 
factured from its fibre, and in Kashmor the papei 
made fiom it equals m fineness the paper manu- 
factured from tlie silk fibre Fiom the flower, 
deposit of dust and dew or resinous mattei, which 
stick and thicken upon the plants, is manufac- 
tured charas which is smoked m the bowl of a 
biikka and produces strong intoxication, speciallv 
the dew deposit or resinous matter, which the 
moie sticking and thick the more effective it is 
It olten happens that on account of its powii- 
ful lutoMcating qualities the chains kills, its 
smokeis 

Its descnp/ion — It is a well-known plant, which 
IS pioouiable in most jilaces, like India, Kashmir 
Bengal, Zang, Home, Peisia, link, etc It is’ 


said that its preparations stated above are different 
in effects from one another The preparations of 
the plants grown in Irak and Bengal me weakest 
of all Some say thntthe pieparationsof Persian 
hemp are stronger than those of the bhang of 
Rome, The plants are of three kind®, tts , ban 
(giown in the desert), bustani (gion n m tlic fields), 
jabli (giown m the hills) The ban and jabli 
hemp 18 stronger than tho bustani 'Iho businm is 
in fact tho real “ bhang, as its fibre can be peeled 
off Tho longest height to which the plants 
grow IS 5 zara (zara is a measure the length of 
which is from the top of tho thumb to the end of 
the little finger, Mr , about 7 inches), its stalk is 
hollow inside, its branches are thin which bear from 
5 to 9 leaves onl), and mostly, the plants grow 
solitary, are coarse, with colour deep green, its 
flowers aic thin, with grev colour, its seedis round, 
and is callcu Shalidatij, and in Persian Shadana 
Tho plants of tho ban and labli are shorter ilmii 
these of bustani, and their fibres cannot bo peeled 
off easily , if any libtes can ho Fcparated, thev are 
not Serviceable Their branches resemble tbo»e of 
the bolly-book (giilklieru) and have dark colour , 
lli'ir haves arc also like the kavesof tlio Inistnni, 
but are coarser than those of bustani , bnt tlieir 
colour IS less dark, with grey colour predomi- 
miling Their Ih'wtTs are red, their seeds ore 
like pepper resembling the black-berrj Tlicir 
root is called Mngbas, a medicine used like the 
root of n wild pomegranate pi mt. Shekb Ibm 
Bctar sajs hemp is of two kinds, nc, bin and 
bustani , and the third kind called the Indian hemp 
was not seen hj him an j where cxcipt in Egvpt, 
winch IP called the gunnv plant, is «own in the 
fields and is sliong inioxicant, that any quantity 
more than quarter of a tola produces very strong, 
intoxKation deprives of consoiousness and Ecnso, 
produces lufanitj, and often kills the person using 
it in such large quantuici. It is largely used lu 
picparing majum, etc 

J/s nature — Its leaves possess stimulative pro- 
perties w Inch act on the principal oigans, nr, 
heart, head and liver, but produce cold and drvness 
in thf third stage of digestion, nccompinied bj 
slight In at and much llatuloiite w hicb piedominates 
Its seed produces heat and drjness in the third 
stage of digestion, its bark or fibre products 
cold .and ilatuknco to the extreme degree Its 
wood 18 cold and drj to the uudium degreo 

Note, — Third stage of digestion moans that 
state at which tho food or other tln’ngs enter 
the bowels after leaving the duodenum. 

Its eJTedt and pccuhariltet — It is a plant the 
leaves <>f which bang posse sed of an admixture ot 
stimulative properties, m the commencement pio- 
duces theei-f Illness, improves the hue ot the cora- 
pIcMon, and bnngs on intoxication, in consequeneo 
of the slight heat and drjness which exist in its 
natuie After the disappearance of the beat and 
dijness on a' count ot the piodommant nature of 
the flatulonco, tho opposite effects follow Also 
on account of tho piesence of the heat, its use dims 
tho thoughts and intellect, incria'e= thiist, stimu- 
lates appetite, and excites lust on account of tho 
existence of tlio slight stimulutive effect in it, but 
in the end produces the ojiposite consequences and 
becomes the cause ot glonmv thoughts, dim visiou 
of the ej es, and then w eakness, ot melancholia, 
insanity, cowaidice, great timiditv', diopsy of tlic 
I belly and the like diseases, the lo'S of masculine 
power, as the use ot tlio hemp exhausts the semen 
Sweets enhance, wheieas sour things lessen, its 
effects. The powdeifd loaves of the ban hemp 
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ire iisetl as snuff for discliarge of mattoi fiom llie 
head, then liquid as a wash for the destruction of 
lice in the hair of the head, their liquid and oil for 
the cure o( pam in the ears and destruction of 
•worms in them Fating its leaves absorbs tvatery 
substance in the abdomen, produces costiveness, is 
diuietic, checks spermatonhoea, thickens and 
exhausts semen The use of its hbie destroys 
masculine heat and exhausts semen The powder 
made from rotten hemp heals ■wounds and cuts 
The liniment prepaitd from the loots andleaves of 
the ban hemp is used as a deobstruent for the 
remoi a1 of glandular swellings due to heat and 
SOI ofulous tumours If its dry leaves half pounded, 
avarmed by a little hot water being sprinkled 
over them, are placed upon warmed leaf of a 
fig tree and are then bandaged over testicles, 
they benefit their effusion and swellings Its 
seeds when eaten remove nausea, disturb wind 
in the abdomen, produce fluids which lessen tem- 
perature, bnng on costiveii ess, thicken and exhaust 
semen Its drink exhausts semen The natives 
of India, spcciall}' mendicants, drink it to a veiy 
large extent Thej are deluded bv their fal e 
notions that its dunk incrctscs the aee and 
promotes the power of thought and intellect 
Many of tlie'e classes gnnd it, dissolve it in 
water, pass the preparation thiough a piece of 
cloth, and dnnk a bowl of it every morning 
and evening If any one belonging to their 
class appeals in their eompanv , he is also offeied 
a bowl of the propamtion as a matter of 
courtesy , some tal e dry leaves, parch them a 
little and chew them for a long while Some mix 
the dry and parched leaves with some other dtied 
article^ or with gingelly seed or with sugai, make 
a powder, and then eat it They display great [ 
clifeertulness and pleasuie, as in the commencement 
its effects stimulate thoir animal poweis. They 
eat various kinds of food which they feel palatable 
and can digest them Their bodies become gra- 
dually corpulent on account of accumulation of 
fluids and they then get involved in hid diseases 
such as dyspepsia, flatulence, rumbling of the 
mtestines, bloate.lness, deformity of the com- 
plexion and colour of the bodj, loss of masculine 
power, loss of teeth, bad smell m the mouth, 
laziness, cowardue, immoral thoughts and impru- 
dence They lose their faith in their religion, 
neglect prajers, and diaw otheis also in the voitex 
of their own immoial and dogiaded pimciples, 
some prepare “mnjums” from hemp and eattbem 
To prevent Its eonstipative oi coslive efletts,hemp 
IS sometimes boiled m milk, which is then maue 
into curd from which butter is extricated, that 
butter IS then used m lieu of hemp Sometimes 
boiled milk is used in the various preparation^ 
If stronger effects aie wanted, some charas is 
mixed in the ‘‘ mnjums ” 

Note — Wajum is prepared in different ways, 
the common kinds of it are— 

(1) Cakes 

(2) Electuary, 

In preparing “ mn]um ” many other medicines 
are used m addition to hemp 

Jppendta; B. 

PkOCESS of llA^U^ACTtInING GANJA, chahas, 
MAJU51 AND BHANG AND OF PBEPABATIOK OF 

, THE DllINK 01 BHANG 

1 Ganja — When the female bhang plants are 
cut down, the branches witli tlie leives and seed 
on aie separated from the stalks and aie buried m 


a pit foul or five feet deep. Before consigning 
them to the pit, its bed is coated with goat dung, 
and another lair of the same dung is placed on the 
branches after they aie deposited there The pit 
is then filled in with earth in which the hiancbes 
lemain for 16 or 20 days, wherein the leaves and 
the seed gradually pass through a process of pre- 
sCivation The blanches thus preseived aie then 
taken out and sold as ganja The persons who 
use ganja stnpoft the leaves and the seed fiom the 
stalks of the branches and crush them well by 
their hands The clashed mass is then heated on 
a cinder, and made into small lumps or cakes 
which are smoked in the bowl of a native “ hukka” 
along with tobacco. 

2 Charas — This is manufactuied in two ways 
(1) the manufacture! 6 of chains put on tight shuts 
made of leather, the ontei suiface of the shirts is 
gieased, and the men then walk to and fro 
amongst the bhang plants, fiom which thej' 
leceive resinous matter and dust deposited on' the 
plants and foliage upon the skins to whieh'they 
ndheie easily There is another method also, and 
it differs from the above method only in one re- 
spect, vtz , that the persons put out tlieir clothes, 
wear only a strip of cloth round their loins, apply 
oil to their bodies and then walk to and fro in the 
bhang plants The resinous matter, dust and the 
foliage are then scraped from the skins or the 
bodies, are pounded together and made into lumps 
of charas This kind of chnns is characterized by 
its dark colour and dust-like shape It is geneially 
made in the Native States in India 

(2) The female plants are cut down when i ip 
and let to drv When thev aie piopeily dried, 
they aie placed upon blankets or thick cloth on 
which they are well beaten by sticks Tiie coarse 
foliage and the stalks are separated, and the fine 
portion IS gathered and made into cakes or lumps 
of chains m the following manner A quantity ot 
the fine matter is placed in a piece of cloth and 
lolled into a lump or a cake which is then held 
before the fire WTien heated, the oil and resinous 
matter in it stns up and makes the lump soft and 
doughy It IS then removed from the cloth and 
let to dry, This pi ncess of making the charas is 
peculiar to AfHliiini'itan, and the charas impoifed 
flora theio IB well known tor its pale green colour 
It is highly appreciated by the persons given 
to smoking it 

5 Majum — It is made in various ways The 
common method of making it is this A quantitv 
of bhang seed is pounded and mixed with honey 
or soaked sugai It is enteil by people chiefly foi 
the purpose of unhineing the pleasures of sexual 
inteicouise and is used either in its solt and 
doughy state oi is made into cakes dried and then 
used In order to inciea«e its effects various seeds 
and fruits nie added to it To enhance its effects 
oil extracted from bhang is used in the piepaia- 
tions of the various kinds of majum, 

4 Method of preparing hhang from the plant — 
The method of preparing bhang ghundiun is this 
The entile blanches are removed fiom the plants 
and carefully diied and pieserved 

The method of prepiring bhang kuto or bhang 
chiir IS that when the plants are well diied the 
leaves and seed and bpnehes of leaves and seed 
are picked and mixed togethei 'I'lns mixture of 
leaves and seeds is c died bhang Luto 

6 Method of preparing the drink of bhang m 
its lignul form — liie sticks and straw and othei 
foreign matter being removed, the leaves and seed 
aie put m a mortal of stone oi hiked earth, and 
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crushed there with the hand. Some watei is then 
poured over it, the drug is then washed three or 
four times until all the dirt passes out of it in 
water, which is put in it afresh eveiy.time the 
dirty watei is thrown out It is then very minu- 
tely ground with a heavy pestle of wood When 
it becomes very fine, water is pouied in it aceoid- 
ing to the reqniremeuts of the drinker The 
liquid is then passed thiough a moderitely thick 
piece of cloth three or foui times until no thick 
particle remains m it. The preparation is then 


drunk in howls of earth specially Inade for the 
purpose called “jamiii,^^ or in any howl made of 
earth or metal 13y habitual excessive consumers 
as many as 10 or even 16 bowls of tbe liquid are 
diunk gradually at one time An ordinary bowl 
would hold about half a pound of water Some 
persons prefei it in a thick liquid form, and others 
in its thin wateiy form aceoiding to their taste 
and the amount of intoxication they defeiie Thick 
preparation is supposed to be very strong and 
affects the braius 


6. Evidence ofKB Mahomed Yakub Sheik Ismail, Deputy Colleotor and Stib 

Divisional Magistrate, Sehtoan, Sind 


51 There is not a large proportion of bid cha- 
racters who aie habitual model ate consumers of 
bhang, charas, gauja or any other preparation 
thereof 

There is no connection of moderate use of 
these drugs with crime in general, or witn crime 
of any special character 

52. With regaid to excessive use of these diugs, 
my 'eply is the same, vis , in the negative 

63 Excessive indulgence m an} of these drugs 
does not incite to unpiemediated ciime, violent oi 
otherwise I don’t know of any ca=e lu which it 
has led to temporary homicidal frenzy 

These drugs are not used by cnmiiials to 
fortify themselves to commit a premeditated act 
of violence or othei crime 

General tmmha on the aioie four questions — 
The use of these drugs is known to produce a feel- 
ing of drowsiness, want of activity and of forti- 
"tiide, and it is mot e likely that even if a habitual 
offender falls into the habit of use of them he will 
take care when going iii puisuit of any offeuce 
that he is not under the effect thereof 

55 It sometimes does occur (though in lare 


cases) that ciiminals in ordei to furthei then 
design induce their victims to partake of bhang 
or administer it without their knowledge in articles 
of food Gan 3 a and charas are hardly ever used 
for such purposes, for there is alwajsa great hesit- 
ation to smoke it on the pait of a person not 
used to it, and if given without his knowledge to 
a tobacco smoker he can at once make out the 
difference It is possible that in tlie case of a 
man not used to the drug, bhang without mixture 
will induce complete stupefaction No case ha^j 
however, come befoie me durmg my expeiience of 
fifteen yeais as aMigistinte, which I may quote to 
illustrate the view expressed bj me that criminals 
m order to furthei their designs administer bhang 
to the victim I remember there were two cases 
before me, but they did not end in conviction I 
have come to know of certain cases disposed of by 
other Magistiates, and I regret I have not up to 
date received the information I have asked for, 
and as the time is drawing very close, I will sub- 
mit the facts in a supplementary statement. 

The infoimation since received by me did not 
constitute a fit case to be mentioned as an illustia- 
tion 


7 Evidence of "Wadhhmal Chahdiham, Tensioner, late Evzin Deputy Collecioi 

Kai aclii 


1 I got tbe information from farmers of tbe 
drugs, being Treasuiy Officer lu Uppei and Lowei 
Smd, 

2 According to my knowledge, bbang and ganja 
are obtained m India, and chaias is obtained in 
Kelat and Khorassan, but not m India Ganja is 
not piepaiedin Siud, but is imported fiom Marwrai 
and Central India Foionerly charas ot two kinds 
was imported in Sind one was a little yellow, which 
was known as impoited fiom larkand, and the 
other black, imported from Bokhaia, but since 
the past ten years the lattei kind is not obtainable 
in Sind These definitions may be accepted for 
Sind except as shown above, and these dings are 
known here— bhang, ganja and charas Ebaiig is 
also called subji — means green 

3 Bbang only is grown in Smd, but it is 
nowheie abundant 

4 Bhang is known by two names, bhang and 
subji, and they lefer to the same plant 

6 Wild hemp IS produced in hills and nothing 

IS known about its growth in Smd ° 

6, I cannot answer this 

7 (a) No 


(5) No 

[e) Yes 

(<f) Yes, foi seed only 

In Upper and Middle Sind, and to a limited 
extent 

8 Tliere has been no considerable increase or 
decrease in the cultivation of bhang 

9 Bbang is cultivated like wheat in cold 
weather , 

10 Oidmaiy cultivators cultii ate bhang and as 
a lule about an acie or so is cultivated with wheat 
cultivafaon 

11 Gan 3 a is never made in Sind 

12 No 

13 This does not refer to Smd, where gan]a is 
not manufactured 

14 (fl) and (i) No 

(c) Yes, to a limited extent 

15 I cannot answer this 

16, Bhang is prepared generally by the people 
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in their houses, but it could he piepaied wherever 
it IS grown 

17 These is no particular class o£ people by 
which bhang pieparitionis made 

18. These diugsdo detenoiate within four years 
although kept with care Their intoxicatmg 
piopeities aie lost by dryage 

19 For smoking only 

20 Only few people and generally mendicants 
and bad cbaiacters smoke these 

21 Flat ganja is preferred 

22 Oharas imported form Khorasan is used in 
Sind 

23 No 

24 Fifty per cent of the people in Sind drink 
bhang 

25. Theie is no perceptible inciease or decrease 

26 and 27 I cannot answer this 

28 (fl) One pie per diem 

(b) Half anna pe. diem 

29 No 

Yes , I know bhang massala Some people mix. 
sugar, almonds and saffron with bhang 

80 Generally in company and is confined to 
the male sex and not to any time of lifcj but it is 
hardly given to children 

31 Such habit is not easily formed, but it is 
very difficult to break off Yes, theie is a ten- 
dency for the moderate habit being developed into 
the excessive , 

82 The use of all these drugs is geiieially in- 
luiious 

33 and 34. I cannot answer this 

35 (o) and (3) No 

(c) It will be difficult to enforce prohibition, 
and it will occasion serious discontent, but it 
will never amount to any political danger, and I 
do not think it would be followed by recourse to 
other drugs 

36 No 

87 Charas smoking has stronger effect than 
that of gmja 


38 Not to my knowledge, 

39. Charas and gan 3 a are smoked and aie ne\er 
used for drinking, and bhang is drunk 

40 Bhang is sometimes advised as a cooling 
thing and is also given to horses 

41 I do not thmk so , 

42 I do not think so 

43 Yes 

44 I cannot say 

45 (o), (3), (c), {d) I cannot say 
(e) It may do so 

(/) and (ff) I cannot say 

46 I cannot discuss this 

47 and 48 Not as a rule 

49 and 50 To some extent I believe 
51 and 52 1 believe so 

53 I do not know 

54 I do not think so 

55 I cannot say so 

56 I do not know, 

67 Not to my knowledge 

58. I think it is woiking faiily 

59 I cannot give reasons 

60 Ganja is not produced in Sind 

61 Charas is not produced in Sind 

62 I do not think so 

63 I have no objection 

64 I have no objection, as the present regula- 
tions are working very well 

65. No alteration is needed in my opinion 
66 and 67 No 

68 Licensed chains shops for smoking ohandu, 
which were really a source of miserv, have 
been done away with, but shops for the sale of 
these drugs are in existence, and there is no objec- 
tion to their existence. 

69. Yes, the mukhtiarkar always enquires 
fiom the townspeople befoie a shop is allowed to 
be opened, and 1 think this is a right course 

70 No 


8 JEoidence of Mr. 0 MacIvee, Bishict Superintendent of Police^ Karaehi 


2 Yes, charas, bhang, and ganja 

14 Yes , bhang is. 

51 Most Sindhis take bhang, it is not specially 
consumed by bad characters None as far as 
I am aware 

52 Some criminals have been known to take 
bhang four times daily, but this does not cause 
them to commit crime. 

f 

53 Very larely I know of only one instance 


54. I should say not Most Sindhi criminals 
take bhang, and sometimes before committing 
offences 

55 In the few cases I lemember the offenders 
were chiefly foreigners to Sind, and the victims 
were not completely stupefied 

56 I know no case in which hemp was mixed 
with other substances, Dhatura is used alone 

57. I have no peisonal experience on this point. 


9 Evidence of Uahmatala Khan, Police Inspector^ Shilarpur 


1 I make this statement based on the oppor- 
tunilits of seeing and hearing which I had had in 
police service 

3 I do not know where the hemp plant grows 
spontaneously, but the hill plant called akoi is 


said to he grown m Tando Rahimkhan in the 
Karachi district It is cultivated in abundance , 
at Bubak near Sehwan. 

4, It has no different name, but the hill plant is 
called akoi and grows spontaneously 
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5 The hemp plant akm grows in the hills on 
account of the heavy lainfall theie and is moic 
intoxicating 

7 The hemp plant is cultivated near Sohwan— 
(c) foi use as bhang , 

{d) for seeds to a gieat extent at Bubal:. 

10 No special class cultivates the hemp plant 
They belong to the same class as other agricultural 
cultivators 

1 1 That IS a special hemp plant called khasi 
Ganja is made fiom it 

12 No 

13 No restriction exists, but this practice pio 
vails to a gieat extent in Hiudustm and Punjab, 
but not in Sind, 

14 The following preparations — 

(c) The hemp plant is cultivated to a greit 
extent in Bubak Ganja is Uhcd in 
Hindustan and ‘he Punjab, and charas 
IS imported from Khorasau 

15 Ganj i and charas are smoked Bhang is 
drunk It 18 ))oundod and drunk I am not 
iware of the methods of pi sparing charas and 
ganja 

16 Bhang is prepared am where in houses, 
otaras (inns) and Hkanas (Hindu fakirs’ abodc') 
for drinking purposes. It is prepared wherever 
the hemp plant is grown But in oidor to make 
it moie intoxicating it is wrapped in a cloth, 
covered with earth, and is heated by the fire , 
ifter which it is pounded and drunk But I do 
not know of ganja and charas being prepared from 
the wild plant 

17 A certain portion of all classes of the 
people 

18 The bhang deteriorates, but I know 
nothing about ganja and charas The bhang 
loses its effects by delaying to u^e it It de- 
teriorates after 12 months Its effect is weakened 
by time. 

19 Thev are used foi smoking only Their 
smoking IS in piactice in Sind 

20 About one eighth of the people of nil 
classes are addicted to it generally in all <itaras 
and Manas 

21 I do not know 

22 Charas is imported from Khorasan 

23 No 

24 I do not know if any eat bhang One- 
fourth of the Musalmans and lialf of the Hiudus 
drink bhang in otaras, Manas and madhts (abodes 
of saniasi fakirs) 

25 It is daily increasing 

26 (a) and (A) On an average half. 

(c) Ditto one-eightb. 

{d) Ditto ode-tenth 

27 Both the Hindus and Mu«almans are 
found in each class Habitual moderate con- 
sumers mostly lesoit to Manas Owners of 
riding animals, both Hindus and Musalmans, 
and big men, dniik it in order to hove relief at 

. night 

(2) Habitual excessive consumers among Hindus 
and Musalmans are those who at fiist take it as 
a luxury in the prime of their life, or in order to 
derive more pleasure from copulation Such 
people gradually take increased quantities and do 
fall into excess. 


28 (a) 3 pics. 

(b) 4 annas. 

29 I do not know what other ingredients are 
mixed, but dlntura is mixed in two eases— •(«) If 
a man is a gnat drinker and is not sufficiently 
intoxicated by ordinary bhang he mixes dhiturn ; 
and (5) it is mixed to facilitate the commission of 
crime Dliatura is mixed with bhang and ad- 
miiiistcicd to others 

Sii One tola at the most for a moderate 
consumer, quarter of a seer lor an excessive consu- 
mer In company sometimes half a seer and 
sometimes a seer Its u-.e is confined mostlj to 
the male sex Sometimes bojs also fall into tin. 
habit in a short time 

81 The habit 13 formed bj increasing the quan- 

tltj ! 

82 There is no religious or social custom But 
some foolish Hindus and Mus ilmans consider it 
a good custom liccausc of their ignorance The 
Htiidns saj tint it is the plant of Shiva (god), 
and ihit it IS a leligious dutj todnnkit Ignor- 
ant Mutalmans saj — "Those who drink bhang 
live, but those who do not drink it have their 
lives dependent upon God,” Some of them say 
again tliat it is not bhang, but it 's grass, its 
use IS lawful to the lovers of God But such 
men arc mostly excessive tonsumors 

33 It IS not III my opinion it is disgraceful 
to use all these drugs, for they are very injurious 
I know nothing positive ns to its being wor- 
shipped, hut it IS not worshipped here. 

34 It Will cause great inconvouionce to exces- 
sive (.onsumers — one-tenth of Musulmansnndone- 
cighth of Hindus in my opinion 

86 They can be prohibited gradually It is 
illicitly consumed It should not be prohibited 
at once If it were prohibited at once, it will 
cause discontent among excessive consumers 
The d Econtent will not amount to political 
danger But the people intorlorred with will 
cause great annoy ante to public servants. Some 
men have less recourse to alcoholic stimulants 
Butgcnimlh thev will use other narcotics and 
injurious drugs, such as dliatura, etc. 

36 No 

Note — I do not know anything The effects 
of ganj 1 are keener than those of eh iras 

37 The effects of ganja are keener than those 
of charas 

38 I do not know' 

89 No 

40 It IS prescribed and is used in the treatment 
of cattle dibcaso 

4 1 I do not know. 

42 and 43 No 

44 It produces a little intoxicnbon It is 
refro-diiug It creates appetite It does not 
all ly hunger Its tffeofs last for four or five homs 
It pioduces longing and uneasiness to habitual 
consumeiB In others it produces irritability'. 

45 It produces habits of excess wlucb are in- 
juiions It impairs the beauty and eiiteebles the 
constitut on It injures the digestive cugans, and 
ultimately causes loss of appetite It does not 
cause dysentery It tauses asthma It impairs the 
moral sense by the long use It produces laziness, 
habits of immorality and debauchery It deadens 
the intellect The consumer will not bo complete- 
ly insant, but he is close upon insanity Insanity 



257 


will not leave him as long as ho lives, pioiided he 
does not leiiounoe the habit I£ he makes it a 
habit again insanity mil attack him again The 

- '1 „ „ •'i"toms Iriitability, foohah- 

Consiimeis do not admit 
then insanity No, but the use o£ bhang pio- 
duces mental nn'^iety and caies, and on aLcount of 
the weakness of the brain the consumer gsts no 
sleep Thus he falls into evce«s 

■JG Some persons get into habits of excessne 
consumption by using it eithei when alone oi 
when in company with others 

47. Itisnot lieieditary, and it does not affect 
the childien 

48 I have given replies above in question 46 

41 It IS used as an aphiodisiae The use is a 
tcmpoiary gratification The ultimate result is 
tliat it iveakons the power of copulation, it 
impairs manly power It is used by prostitutes 
also. 

50 I ha\e given replies in question 46 

51 Bad characters use it model ately Its 
moderate use has no connection with ciirae in 
general 

52 The offenders tliemseUes do not use these 
drugs excessively’, but they sometimes induce 
others to smoke oi drink to excess in order to get 


opportumties of easily committing offences upon 
them 

68 The excessive use of these diugs incites to 
unpremeditated Clime In 1870, in Miipmkhas, 
in Hydeiabad Zilla, one bhingi (a diinkei ot 
bhang) committed a murdei iii a souffle about 
plucking beines 

54 No , ciiminals, when intending to commit 
a seiious offence, would not themselves use any 
intoMcating drug to excess, for intoxication de- 
piivcs one of sense 

55 Yes, hut those peisons who aie not in the 
habit of taking any lutoxieating diug, and who 
arecilled sufis, will be completely stupefied iL 
they lie made to diink bhang or smoke ganja and 
chaias to excess Habitual consumers can only 
bo stupefied by bhang mixed with dhatuia, etc 
But ‘ akoi,’ the wild bhang, if administeied to any 
one, even without admixtuies, will bring on stupe- 
faction 

56 In both cases the effects are modified b\’ 
miving dbatura In 1891, 31st May, accused 
Sheikhal, Mohmidali and Sliali Mahomed adminis- 
teied bhang mixed with dhatuia to Suchal, who 
was theieby suffocated, so that he died Tins 
offence was committed m Sliikaipui 

57 It is not custom iry to eat gaiija and chaias 
in this province 

68 Tlieio are licensed shops 


10 . JUbtdence of Rao Baeihuu Laksemvnsing Matteraji, Police Inspector, 

Hydeiahad, Sind 


1 have pas'ed my life in ‘^iiid, and have 
visitvd many parts of it a« a Police Olbcei I 
have come in contact with consumvr- of ganyt, 
clianis and bhang, and have thus acquiicd ei- 
pciience 

2 These defimttons aie coricct Bhang is also 
called the humble plant in Sind othei names aie 
same 

3 I do not know It does not grow in tins 
prov ince ' 

4 (1) bhang, (2) saw'ai, (3) saeo, (4) the humble 
pi int, (5) hubkaiii, (6) sabzi, (7) iinngin, (8) siikho 
All these iiaraes lefer to the same plant Theie is 
aiiotlier kind wbioli is called akoi which is more 
intoxicatiutr than others and it grows m hills on 
rainfall It is nevei used ns bhang, for it is 
very intoxicating and brings on unconsciousness 

5. I do not know It does not grow in this 
pi ov nice 

C It does not glow in this province, hence I 
do not know, 

7 Yes 

(a) and (6) No 

ic) Yes 

((f) Not for fibre, but for seeds 

It can be cultivated anywhere m Sind, but it is 
cultivated in the following places — Khibai, Talu- 
ka Hala, Zillab Hydeiabad, Bubak, Zillah 
Karachi, villages Gliari Mon and Macliin and in 
its snburbs, in His Highness the Amir Alimnrad's 
tenitory and Shikarpui District I cannot say 
what quantity is pioduced 

8 I cannot say. 

9 This cultivation requiies more water and 
more care The soil should be iic'h (sweet) It 


should be ploughed deep Some gay people pie- 
pare it in the tollowing ways — Bv raakingan in- 
cision in the stem of the bhang pi int and putting 
opium into it, and by buiying a de id snake under 
the plant, by wateiing it with dbatura water, 
and sometimes with buka water All these 
means aie employed to make the pioduce moiein- 
toMcatiiig But this is done in the case of a few 
selected trees 

10 Mussalmaub only — agrieultural cultivatois 
sometimes cultivate 

11 The wild plant glows here 

12 I do not know The male plant is extirpat- 
ed, othei wise all the plants would become male 
plants 

13 It is not rcstiicted , people can cultivate it 
It can he freely cultivated in all distiicts, piovid- 
ed the soil is selabi, is deeply ploughed, abundant- 
ly watered, exposed to fiee air, and taken care of 
eveiy time No 

14 The localities have been shown undei No 
7,1 cannot give the exact quantities 

15 Bhang is not prepared from the wild plant 
in this province As to the cultivated plant aftei 
it has obtained its usual height, it .s reaped and 
dried in shade The reaped plants are turned, and 
re-turned, to prevent their decay until they are 
dried Then they are beaten, the stalks, leaves, 
and seeds are sepaiated, 

{a) Bhang is not smoketl, but gmya smokers and 
other poor persons smoke it as lollows — Ghundi 
bhang is mixed with a little water, and made into 
a small hall The ball is heated ovei the fiie 
Tobacco mixed with water is bruised, and water 
piessed out of it This ball is then mixed with 
the above ball, and is smoked in pipe 

(i) Bhang is boiled and made luto a mayura, and 

2j, 


vol vn 
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then used foi eating. Eoannng fnhiis eat raw 
bhang 

(c) Dry bhang is soahod in watei, washed, pound- 
ed, mi'ced with watei, sifted and then diunlt 
Dried or web bhang covered ovei with 4 or 5 folds 
of cloth IS buried in hot ashes It is left there for 
about half an hour Then it is taken out and 
after undergoing the above piocess is diiinlc This 
IS called Popo Bhang is parched on an earthen 
pan, and then drunk as aboie, 

16 It IS not prepared in houses. It tan be 
picpared wheievoi the hemp plant is cultivated 
The wild plant is not pioduced here, hence 
nothing can be said 

17 In this countiy onlj Hindus and Mu- 
haratnadans, but a larger number of Muhammadans 
use it 

18 Yes , it deteriorates, ? c , it lo=es its intoxi- 
cating effects It keeps good for one jear, after 
which it gradually deteriorates Gaii 3 aand bhang 
can keep good foi two years As rtgaids chnras 
I cannot say how long it will kicp good with 
oidii ary care It loses its effect in time I do 
not think any racasiucs can bo adopted to preaent 
detenoi ation 

19 The} are used only in smoking, and aie put 
to no other use 

20 Hindus and Miwalmans about three-fouiths 
of them In olara’i, Itlana^, maiiJm, and on shops 
ofsomebakeis Ho special places are ajipoinUd 
foi it 

21 Plat gaiija is prefened No special places 
are appointed 

22 No natiiecliaras IS produced It is import- 
ed from Yarkand 

28 Bhang is not used in smoking 

24 No one eats bhang except in exceptional 
cases mentioned under No 15 It is drunk by 
Musalmans and Hindus, about half of each of the 
classes 

No special places arc appointed, but it is drunk in 
otaras, viadhis, ttlana^, but thc'c are not specially 
appointed for the purpose 

25 The use of charas and bhang is inci casing, 
for these diugs are liked by people The use of 
ganja is decreasing, foi it is less iiitoxiealing 
Charas smoking produces heart-burning, makes the 
semen thin, and sometimes weakens the maul} 
powei, pioduces cough, asthma and dimness of 
sight The consumers of bhang mostlj like it, 
because it cieates appetite, and gives prolonged 

leasure in copulation The consumers of bhang, 
ftei drinking it^ smoko chaias which gives them 
gieat pleasuieand then the} are gay and merry 
‘ 26 I cannot siy anything about it 

27 The consumers are chiefly taken from the 
following classes— 

1 SanyasiB, }ogis, attendants of prostitutes, olara 
} fakirs, ehikans, dheds, mochis and othei 
labouring classes Bad company or debau- 
' chery leads to these habits 
^ 28 I cannot say ^ 

29 Nothing is mixed with bhang in ordinary 
cises, but in exceptional cases the following arc 
added —Cardamoms, aniseed, succory, almonds, 
nutmegs', mace, saffron, pepper, and coriander, 
sugareandy or sugai, pistachios These are mixed 
either for cooling purposes or to get piolonged 
pleasure in copulabon Charas is sometimes 
smoked mixed with a little opium, and ganja is 
smoked with sandal wood powder mixed with it, so 
that the smoking may pioduce moie intoxication 


and fragrance lat the same time. Such a use is not 
confined to any paitieular class Any man of 
means can do it Dbatiiia is not mixed The 
massala is not sold witli bhang If a man wishes 
to mix any ingredients, he can buy them from a 
grocer 

SO I cannot say Persons of all ages, joung 
01 old men or women Boys aboio ten }ears of 
ago aio in the habit of using them 

31 TIio habit is casil} formed in bad companx 
If the consumer wishes it, he can break off tho 
habit gradual!}, decicasing the quantit}, proxided 
ho avoids bad conipan} , otherwise it is xor} diffi- 
cult to break off There IS not a single exccssixe 
consumer who cannot take care of himself while 
under its influence 

32 There is no religious custom, but there are 
social customs connected with the drinking of bhang 
The Miisalm.ans use it in tnahram, on marnages, 
mournings and fcstixals Tho Hindus use it in 
sangats , panffats and on occasions of festixals 
Its ust is considered essential on such occasions 
The use of bhang on the above occasions is mode- 
rate and not excessive It IS probable a habit raa} 
be formed, but it is not in an} wn} injunous 

33 Tbc consumers like tho use of drugs, hut 
its use IS not liked b} %ufis (non consumers of in- 
toxicating drugs) there is no social or religious 
Opinion about tho practice In my opinion the 
use of the narcotic in any form is disreputable 
The hemp pkant i- not worshipped in this province 

34 It would he a serious privation to consumers 
to forego the use ot the drug they consume, t e , 
he would fall ill, would have no appetite, wonld 
get no sleep , but if the use i« gradually decreased 
it IS likel} that its use can bo foregone altogether 
I cannot give any idea of the probable numbers 
of each class 

35 Its UFO cannot bo prohibited It would bo 
illicitly consumed It would be difficult to enforce 
the piohibition Tho prohibition w ould doubtless 
occasion discontent among tho consumers The 
discontent would not in my opinion amount to 
political danger Government revenue will suffer 
Tho proiiibition would not bo followed by recourse 
to alcohol, but it 16 likel} that other narcotic drugs 
would be used which would be injurious in other 
wnjs 

36 Alcohol IS not substituted for bhang or 
charas or ganja 

The intovicatiiig effects of charas are imme- 
diate and heating while those ot ganja arc not 
immediate and are cooling 

38 and 39 I cannot saj 

40 Plijsicians presonbed old iilinng in gon- 
orrlima, for free urine, and it proves beneficial 
Bhang is piescnbed m other diseases too Bhang 
IB used m other medicines also But as far I 
know, phjsicians do not prescribe charas or ganja 
in any disenso I cannot say what medicines are 
used in the treatment of cattle diseases 

41 (a) Only bhang 

(6) Bhang gives staying-power tinder severe 
exeition , charas' under exposure , but charas or 
ganja never alleviate fatigue 

(c) No 

{d) I cannot leply to this 

42 The moderate use of bhang is not injurious, 
for it cieates appetite, aids the powers of diges- 
tion, IS beneficial in gonorrhoea But even the 
moderate use of other drugs is not beneficial. 

43 No, it IS the humble plant 
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4‘lf The immediate effect is intoxication The 
effect of bhang is th it it is lefiesliing The other 
drags pioduce intoxication The use of any of 
these drugs does not allay hunger It cieates 
appetite The effeec of bhang lasts for fi\e or six 
hours, that of charab foi one hour or tno at the 
most, and that of ganja for about an houi No 
other immediate effects aie produced The want 
of subsequent gratifieation produces longing to an 
habitual consumer It produces uneasiness, irii- 
tabihtj , loss of appetite, sleeplessness, dj senteiy 
and restlessness 

45 (a) The use of chans alone, particulars of 
which are given undei No 25, produces noxious 
effects, physical and mental but noi moral 

(J) Nothing else, except the diseases mentioned 
under Noj 25 

(c) No 

(d) No, but it pioduces asthma 

, (c) It docs not impair the moril sense, produces 
laziness and habits of immoiality and debauchery 

(/) It deadens the intellect, but products no 
insanity I c lunot give any more account, but 
doctors nould be able to do so 

46 The same as under 45 

47 and 48 No 

49 Bhang alone is used as an aphrodisiac 
Prostitutes use it so The use of the drag for this 
puipose and its use as an oidinary narcotic pro- 
duce the same intoxicating effects and do not 
differ It does not produce impotence 

50 The same as undei 49 

5 1 Tes No conuection 

52, The same as under 51 

58 It does not incite to unpremeoiatcd crime, 
but it mil not he sui prising if the consumer him- 
self falls a victim to it Ido not know of any 
such case 

54. Never 

55 Ciiminals do so, but if the victim is a man 
not habituated to its use, lie will be stupefied But 
criminals geuei dly mix dbatura or akoi bliang 
with the ordinary bhang, or with cliaias, or with 
ganja, and induce tlieii victims to paitake of it 
Complete stupefaction can be induced by the drug 
without admixtuie, if the victim be a man not 
habituated to ils use 

56 The effects of hemp are modified by mixing 
the stimulating ingredients mentioned under No 
29, likewise by mixing dbatura or akoi (detailed 
under No 55) or othei naicotic Dbatura is not 
mixed with bhang for person il consumption 


57 Ganja and charas are not eaten or drunk, 
but aie only smoked 

68 The system is woiking well But the 
hemp cultivators secretly use bhang for personal 
consumption This requires to he remedied 

59 The hemp cul'ivitors aie bound to sell 

their bhang to contractois, but fiequently they 
reseive a little quantity for their own use ' 

60 Galiya is not produced lu this province 

61 Charas is not produced in this piovince 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant should 
not be f I eely allowed It should be stiietly res- 
tricted Particular plots should be maiked out 
n here the cultivation should be allowed It should 
be undei the control of the zammdai and the 
tapedar 

63 to 66 I cannot say 

67, I see no obyeotion 

68 There are licensed shops, but no houses I 
can give no fuither opinion upon it 

69 Sometimes the consumeis, when they meet 
in oiaras, madlns oi such otliei places where these 
narcotic drugs are geneially taken, consult each 
other, and then subsciibe to the pnichase of the 
drag Then wishes should be consideied 

70 It IS not necessary to modify the existing 
regulations Such a drag is not used without the 
duty being paid on it These accidents are rate, 
but tbcie aie sufficient safeguaids against them 
Consumers sometimes use untaxed drugs 

Note 

The akoi bhang glows spontaneously in hills, 
and does not giow in this distnot Its giowth 
depends on lains, and is not taken care of It is 
called akohi because it glows in hills — koh means 
hilt and therefore It should not be called bhang, 
but owing to its strong intoxicating effects the 
consumers call it bhaug It is not used as 
bhang here, nor is tbeio any intention of so using 
it It IB poisonous It IS veiy intoxicating 
There is not much difference in the iiiyuries which 
would result fiom akoi aud dbatura If any one 
wants to do harm to another with intent to com- 
mit an offence, he mixes dbatura or akoi in the 
ordinaiy bhang of this country', or in charas oi 
ganya, and induces him to paitake of it, and the 
result IS that the consumer becomes unconscious, 
and thus an opportunity is affoided foi the com- 
mittal of offence 

The note applies to answers given undei num- 
bers 4 and 55, 


11 Evidence of Muhajimajd Murid, Poliee Inspector, Naiishahro. 


1 I have gained my experience in the police 
service 

8 1 hear the akoi bhang glows spontaneously 
in the hills 

4 (1) The oidinary Sindhi bhaug 

(?) Akoi, which grows in tho hills 

(3) The two-leafed oi kbasi bhang, which js 
produced in the Punyab, and fiom which ganya 
IS made 

5 The consumois of bhang say that bhang 
vol vn 


which glows on rainfall in the hills is more intoxi- 
cating 

7 Hemp plant is cultivated in Bubak taluka, 
Sehwan Kliebor taluka, Halla, and in the Khan - 
pm State for the pioduction of bhang seeds 
10 The hemp cultivatois do not belong to any 
special class They are of the same classes as 
othei agricultural cultivators 

14 Only bhang is produced m Bubak, Kheboi 
and Khairpiu 

16 Bliing is used in otaias, madlns, and in 
houses. ' 


2x2 
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IS Tile consnmeis of blian" say that it loses 
its intoxrcatin" effects aftei twelve months It 
loses its effects m time 

19 Thej aie smoked onh 

20 About one t^nth of the Hindus and Mu=al- 

mans of Sind In itl anas and olaras 

22 The chains imported from Khonsan is used 
here 

21 One fomtli of Hindus and Muhammad- 
ans dnnk bhancr In housesj it! anas lud otaras 
No one eats bhang 

40 Bhang IS pi-esciioed bv native doetois for 
tho-e snfFeimg from beat, for fiee mine, and for 
stopping dj sentery and diarrhoea Majum is made 
tiom Lliang seeds 

43 Nothing to that effect has come to my 
notice 

51 Yes, bid cliaracteis and gamblers are habi- 
tual model ite consiimeis ot tlie-e duigs I do not 
tbinl tbeie is am connection between such a 
modeiate use and ciime of any general oi any 
special cbaiaetei 


52 Evoessive use will produce more intoxica- 
tion and more foigetfulness , but it appears to 
have no connection with ciime 

53 Yes , I liave heaid from police officers that 
indulgence m these dings sometimes incites to 
unpieraeditated Clime Very lately, on the nighc 
of the 10th November 1893, in the ofara of Pir 
Nizir Mahomed, Kowra Khokhai murdeiedDodo 
Machhi In the investigation it was found that 
they were aliva 3 ’’s quarrelling about opium and 
bhang Knivia confessed in his statement that 
Dodo ussd to steal away his money and opium, 
and used to give him his mine as bhang drink 
Hence he killed him with cudgels and sticks 
It was found out th it Kowra used to take bhang, 
charas, ginji, and opium 1 have no other per- 
sonal experience 

54 No 

55 Sufis not habituated to use bhang or ganja 
or chaias, if forced to use them, will doubtless be 
intoxicated, and will grow dull and mil be over- 
taken b}' sleep, which will give ample opportunities 
to tiiminajs to commit an offence 


12 Evidence of Mr Geo. Judd, S.ead Erevenitve Ofifiicei, Kai'acht 


1 By constantlj coming in contact with people 
who use hemp drugs tor a period extending over 
11 }ear6 and fiom local enquiries 

2 Yes ' 

19 Yes, foi smoking purposes only 

20 Chans mostly by Pathans Ganja hr 
Hriidu menUKants They hare no specral 
looalrty 

21 '1 he flat krnd rs smoked here 

22 Charas from Afghanistan is mostly ap- 
preciated 

23 No 

27 Ihe poorer classes generallr, and the habit 
IS bi ought about by society with persons who 
are habitual consumeis 

28 {a) 20 grains ganja, 10 grains charas, 100 
grams bhang, and each of these lespective quan- 
tities cm be had for 3 pies 

(5) 80 to 100 grams ganja 

40 to 50 „ charas 

150 to 200 „ bhang 

Tlie cost being in propoitiou to the price above 
quoted 

29 Tobacco is sometimes used with charas and 
gm]a Dhatura IS also similarly mixed by very 
haid smokers oi when a deeper intoxication is 
sought Theie is a, preparation of bhang which 
13 much used in Smd both by Hindus and 
Muhammadans called tlumdai In this piepara- 
tion besides bhang the following ingredients iie 
mixed —A.lmonds, spice, poppr -seed, black-peppei 
flower of Lasni and sugar. This piepaiation is 
believed to be very cooling 

30 Both in solitude and in company, and by 
the female sex as well It is not iisiiallj giren 
to children except in the case of the pieparition 
above referred to 

3] The habit is not easily formed, and when 
once formed is diflicult to giieup Theie is a 
tendency foi the moderate use of these drugs to 
develop into excess 
32 There are none 

37 Both have intoMcaiing effects Gan 3 a, 
howei er, is more powerful and heating in its effects 


39 Smoking is a more injunous form of con- 
sumption since the stronger products of the hemp 
plant IS used 

40 Yes 

41 Increases apnetite Bestoi ative after severe 
exertion and fatigue These effects arc however 
obtained only by occasional moderate consumers 

42 I do not consider it harmless as a person 
labouring under its effects may be induced to 
commit crimes 

43 No They are inclined to be quarrelsome ' 

44 It eieates appetite and does not allay bungor 
It is refiesbing and leaves no aftei-efiects Yes 

45 (a) and (^) Yes 

(c) No, 

(d) and (e) Yes 

46 It produces debilitr, impaired mental 
energy, loss of strength of character and tends to 
insanity 

47 If it does, it 18 not peiceptible 

48 It will affect the offspnng, causing them to 
be weak in intellect and idiotic 

49 Y’es, by men Yes, in the course of a short 
time 

55 Yes 

70 Theie is little or no smuggling of hemp 
drugs from Native States Passengeis frequenting 
this from Dutch ports aie sometimes found in 
pos-ession of bhang oi ganja, but m all the oases 
I which have come under my notice the persons 
were given to the consumption of these drags, and 
what was found by the Preventive Depaitment 
was eithei nhat was ovei after consumption on 
the voyage or which could not be used on account 
of sea sickness Such passengers are however 
pioteoted from prosicution under Government 
Resolution No 3995, dated 4th June 1886, pro- 
vided the quantity is not in excess of ten tolas in 
each ease Except in very stray and exceptional 
eases the consumption of hemp drugs is not pre- 
valent amongst the class of sea-faung men who 
fiequent this poit 
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13 Eoidence of Mb Geo J 'Ba.-kk:ev., Ahlan Inspector, Kamohi 


1 As an Ablan Inspectoi visiting and inspect- 
ing the gan] i shops dniing the last eleven yens 
01 moie 

2 Yes Bhang, sahi or subji, ganja, and 
chaias 

3 The wild hemp (» e , bhang) plant is said by 
the gan 3 a contractor to grow at a place called 
Gondrani in Lus Bejla, bordering on the Knachi 
District 

4r Known as lo7i.t Ihang 

7 The hemp plant is grown for nse as bhang 
in the piovince, chiefly at Bubach and Thatte 
(Karachi Distiiet), Kbaiber in Hyderabad District 
and m the ShiLarpur District 

8 These particnlais §npplied in statistical 
returns to Commissioner in bind 

10 Cultivators — no particular class 

13 Ganja is not giown in Sind 

14 Bhang only is piepared for sale to the 
licensed contiactor Area under cultivation sup- 
plied in statistical returns to Commissioner in 
Sind 

16 Bhang is prepared by people in then houses 
fiom the hemp plant wheievei grown 

17 Bhang is prepared in Sind With the 
exception of the bhang prepared (by Sindi 
Muhammadans) for public use in Shahi klianas as 
descnbed (undei question 68) it is usually pre- 
pared by people in their own houses 

18 They all detenonto by keeping The bhang 
and ganja lose then aioma and strength, and the 
chaias its lesinous properties They keep good 
with ordinaiy care foi about a year Notwith- 
standing piecautions taken, quantities of bhang, 
nharas and ganja ha\e to be destroyed by the 
contractor e\ciy year (Ascertained from con- 
tractor and inspection of stocks in Depot ) 

19, Only for smoking. 

20 Ganja smoked by Puidc'ees, Cutchees, 
Mawaris, low caste M iharattas, Fakirs of both 
Hindu and Mahammadau castes, and Gosains 
(all over Sind) 

Charas by Pathans, Punjabees, Seedees 
Beloochees, and othei Sindhi Muharara idans, 
Sindhi fakirs (ascertained at retail shops and by 
observation of customers) 

21 The flat ganja is only used in Sind, it being 

preferred ^ 

22 Foieign Imported from Umiitsar, where 
it is said to be brought from Ladak and Yarkand 
(m Bokhaia) 

23 No , it burns off too soon if so used 

24 Bhang is only diunk (not eaten) bv Sindhi 
Hindus of all kinds, ie, (B mias, Amils, etc) 
Sindhi Muhammadans of all kinds, lakirs, 
Gosains, etc 

Looking at the classes who consume bhang in 
Karachi, 1 think moie than halt the people use 
bhang 

25 Slightly on increase according to accounts 
of letail shops Due partly to increase of popu- 
lation and to the suppiession of the illicit impor- 
tation of ganja from Cutch, Lu« Bei la and other 
places, and chaias by rail from Punjab 

26 No returns are kept of consumers Most 
consumers, especially of bhang, aie habitual 


moderate The habitual excessive and occasional 
moderate consumeis are a small minority, 

27 (a) Habitual moderate Smdhi Hindus 
(Banias, Amils, etc ) Sindhi Muhammadans of 
the better cla^s, Pathans, Beloochees, Cutchees, 
Marwaris, Punjabees and some Sidees and low 
caste Mahanttas 

(J) Habitual excessive consumers, Sindi Muham- 
madans of the lower classes, fakiis (Hindu and 
Muhammadan), Gosains and some Seedees. 

(Ascertained by observation and knowledge of 
the habits of the different classes ) 

28 Habitual moderate — 

Bhang, 1 pie to 8 pies 
Ganja, 1 pice 

Cliai ts, 1 pice 

Habitual excessive — 

Bhang, 2 pice (including massala) 

Ganja, 2 pice to 3 or 4 
Chaias, 2 pice to 3 or 4, 

29 (a) Bhang seed, poppy seed and pepper 

(J) By well-to do classes — Dry roses, aniseed, 
siig 11 candy aie added sometimes 

Bhang massala is not sold here 

30 Bhang consumed much in company, but 
sometimes alone, Ganja consumed much m com- 
pany, but sometimes alone Charas mostly in 
company, especially by habitual excessive consumeis 
Consumption mainly confined to male sex Although 
sometimes females consume bhang, not usual for 
children to consume any of these drugs 

81 The habit of consuming all these drugs is 
easily foianed In the case of excessive consumeis 
of ganja and ohaias, it is somewhat difificult to 
break off the habit Except there be strong will 
power, there is a tendency foi the moderate habit 
of ganja and charas to devolop into excessive 
(Asceitained from close enquiries among numerous 
consumeis) 

82 There IS no religious custom in regard to 
consumption of the-e drugs At the annual fair 
held at Manora and daily at some of the Hindu 
temples {tikxnas), earthen pots, containing a weak 
preparation of bhang, are kept for general use It 
IB done as an act of chanty The practice is an 
old one and not likely to lead to the formation of 
the habit 

S3 The consumption of bhang is generally con- 
sidered as bemg innocuous There is no opinion, 
religious, regaidnig the practice Habitual exces- 
sive consumeis of ganja and charas are termed 
Mowalees or sluggards on account of the lazy 
habits attained by some of these men Theie is 
no custom os far as I can ascertain of the wor- 
shipping ot the plant, but it is held in veneration 
by Hindu Gosains and Sadhus 

34 It would be a serious privation for con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of the drug they 
use The reasons aie — 

Especially in the case of bhang, about half the 
population, 1 should say, use it in moderation, to 
those especially who work out of doors, exposed 
to the heat in a Piovince like Sind, the use of 
bhang is a kind of necessity to enable them to 
bear the heat of the day 
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Modorafo consumers of Riiijn and clnrns (nrii- 
cans, carpenter, d)CiN, slone-misons, etc) \\fiiild 
feel incon%ciuencc About one tlunl of tlio Ci'ii- 
buimrs, 1 should tbiiik, wore nddu’ted to f'onja 
ind chans 

Sj It would no(, I consider, O’ 0 I'lble to pro- 
hibit the use of bhang oiuiccoun I of Its unt^Lffil 
use 

Ganjn could n ith dIfllouU^ bo brought uiid-r 
tontroi bj restricting cultnatioii and the qinntiti 
tho contractor IS allowed to import and idi, mol 
srradimllj reducing tho sime j«irl),nnd fixing 
the prices (high) at which it would Ix' sold 

CAarat — Being of foreign mantificluro could he 
prohibited, but siiniggling would iindonbtidl) 
prc\ail 

Tho drug being of siii'iIllmlL is ci"-!) sinugghd 
Prohibition would caiwo sonic niiioiint ot di‘Con- 
tent among coiisiiincrs, hut Ics-. |[ ibt prohibition 
could be graduall} applied Uitoutse in cast of 
prohibition could bo bad to other drug-, esptctalh 
b) poorer classes fs'otliing cmild be done 
witliout co-operation of mrrounding foreign 
States 

3C Prom close cnquirieo mad* I find tint there 
aroaorj few men who htiie t ikeii to nlcohol aft r 
leaving oft the use of drugs On 'K<amnt of tin 
dearness of liquor it is not lilel) that rreoursc 
would bo bad to tt A pice or two of drugs 
satisfies a ra m, win reas it would require d anna , 
the price of d drams of tbo elicapc-l liquor, to 
silisf) him 

.'37 Oharas intoxicates sooner than ganja It 
heats the system and i« therefore la tit r iifsd m 
cold wi other If u'od in the hot weather, it ni 
*-aid to affect the eies, it nl'o eames a throbhing 
III the temples of the head If the imbit of the 
consumer is to dniil water after smoking, it 
loosens tho teeth 

Ganja is cooling in it- cfftclhand is iwid bj 
fakirs to Eupjircss the passions 

S8 I'lat ganja IS used in Sind the conlriclor 
states it is stronger than round ganja 

30 Blinng is onlj drunl , and ganja and cliaras 
binoked in the proaiuee' 

41 Bhang is i-aid to ho an apjietisor and digo 
tue, po-»e'“Cs also carmiimtiic and eo| orilic 
properties It is gtiicrallj usid hi men follow- 
ing occupations which do not tall for ninth txer- 
tion, sutli as merchants^ brokers, tkik-, s),,,],. 
keepers, tamcl driitrs, cte. 


men Ilf a rohust phisiqii' in tlicir CKC, jiroiiJ. d 
tilt) itew.li 

Tin «c drug I would hi lenerKnl onlj n‘‘ *i tb- 
Img them to tindeigo ixeriion I bate ctri. t<» 
tliest ciiiiclupioii! bj ole-rung the tonduion of 
lilt in n wliom I line mtirrogalid 

PI. Its 

>3 Tbetfftct of Ilie niodtralo u>e of tin- i 
drtig-i on moll rale linhitual toimumm ii rifn-s'i- 
mg 

llliang produces rligbt inloxn ition, rrea'. a 
n{li*lite', tools tbe sistiin hi r. inmiiig bih, 
prisliice-i indisjvwitioii fo*' i ork iniricdut.'H a'ti r 
coiisi.mpliori. Hiihitnal eonsun ers fc 1 ih 
r »nt of tbe drti", hut nothing ri.o-t Intoxiea- 
(loii li't* ^ to I Iniir. 

finnja prodtic. s jntoxiettitm lattm" from 1 to 
2 hours, iM nfrt slung to thoi i ho a-i hard 
iiorkctp, ti ill as hleiiirt ri* or rrt>, .n< (hi ohn 
U'ld ns an inloxii'ant oiilj) , it ro<d« th 
hut di‘< s I ot eri ate ttjq . lit* Butle < r r ‘ afti r- 
efl.ets to th(''‘s 'ubjct t to nctiii* t tirk lUid v"h i 
Cit well 

Clnns warms thesist. m — in*oxiea'>on like il at 
of ganja, but i i ariog rt'f Muiirr, ri fro hin" and 
npji-'i'iiig to hard wirk<w«ml ffbi«tmtn B ‘ it 
if gMttuation p-islec- s longing L’ttlo or in 
aftirsi'iru wi> to hanl w-^rkeTr. and robust men a 
lat will, 

H llhaiig nrelmodrnliU is said wit to imjair 
tin Cnn‘titnton. 

fianja and cliaras lan Ih ikcI men tn iiiiale*- 
attoii and witlio It aj parent iiijuri t» cvri»tuu‘ion 
111 nil n Icidiiig .an aetiir or labour’r' Iiti a.id rho 
i at Will Patlians, heediM., ard othirs i.iioii. 
charas moderiteli do wd uithr bi U. as thej 
uie Wi 11 and nre of n robust e.'whuitiou 

Ki Bhang IS diflicult to i,*e cxe'Svi\,lv being 
till I n in a liijiiid fo.m and n small qiiaiitili •! 
the drug hi mg used in it- prej iratinn 

ft iiiji and ch.iras both thin the Miri r ji, r.t d 
are ipi to prodiin inipotiiuv, ei.|C('all\ ganja 

Chans aiTnts thniie ugH, t.rili, rnd eKu 
ci'King coughing nnd nsMinm 

1 h.iio come to the almic conclusions from 
qutslmning chiscli mam 1 abitii il cou'em. n, who 
haic hien Hmokirs all their liiis 

57 Ganja and chnras ns ininriabH sniokid ir 
^ this proiinto, and not eaten 


Chnras and ganja nrc said togiio stai ing-powtr ' 
under scicre exertion, on nccoiint of iihn h, nnd iih ’ 
being a clicnp intoxicant, tbci art much iwod bj \ 
labourers, artisans (carpcuteri., blaoksinKlis, stone- I 
masons, djers, etc) I liaio interrogated mam 
men following sueb niocations, nnd tluj sai timt 
these drugs ciiflble tlieui to undergo bciorcexir- 
tion, and tbnt Ibcj parllj net ns appetisers It 
might i/i thnr case only net as such, bill in the 
case of men giieii to slothful habits, I tlimk it 
would not, ns I obstried tli it such men who iwc 
ganja and chnras have not tho lienlthj look that 
laboureisand nrtisins haio 

(c) Have not lie.ird of them used as a febri- 
fuge 

42 Bhang, Iconsidor, would bo haiinless to 
men who, using it in raodeiation, ito well of 
suflicient nourishing food 

Ganja and chaias are only suitable to men 
following callings requiring ssweie exertion or to 


Tth I roit-idei it to be i.orkmg veil 

CO and bl, Ganja is not prodnevd in f’lod 

<*2 Cultivation might (if mcessnr)) Ihi eonfined 
to somo euiitnl jnrt of the province onh, -o is 
to niiiiimiso the jmssihilities fo“ the remov il cf the 
drug iHie'itlj. 

C3 and 01 No. 

05 Ics 

60 Onh fl it ganja is used here Contmetoia- 
should be ciieournged to use tho be-t gaiij i so i“ to 
iciiucc the temptation to tbo smuggling of a qiinn- 
tilj of gnnjn siiponor to that used 

07 No, 

08 In Kninclu, f hero nrc places oallrd Slmki- 
klianiiE, wliiie- hlmng onij is prep.ired and sold 
Tlic«o have been in existence for vcij inaiij 

nnd have henn brought under control, and the 
number of tl cm limited, Thej are a tc'iiv onieiiec 
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to ilio'e o£ llie poorer dosses, travelleis, etc, 
coming on business to Karachi and who have 
not the vessels oi the time to prepare their dunks 
of 'bhang 

69 The numbers of shops are regulated accord- 
ing to the demand for them No new shops aie 
opened nithout the actual necessity foi such 

70 Ganja is sometimes impoilcd illicitl} in 
small quantitj at a time into Kaiaohi iiom Cuteh 


polls and flora Lns Beyla, both foreign States 
The ganjausedin Lus Beyla and, I think, in Gutch 
also IS brought from Pnnwel, Kolaba distnct, 
Bombay, on paj’ment of a nominal duty of 8 
annas per maund, and being sold cheap in these 
States it 18 smuggled across heie 

If these States paid a higher duty and raised 
the prices of ganja, smuggling could be leduced 
consideiably 


Id- Evidence of Eao BAnADim Alumal Tmkamdas Bhotwani, Bepufy Educa- 
tional Inspectoi , Karachi 


\ Enquiry fiom dealers in the drugs and per- 
sonal inspection 

2 The leatcs of the hemp plant are locally 
1 non n by the name of bhang oi subji, and the 
definition of Dr Pram maj be accejited 

Neither (1) ebaras nor (2) ganja are manufac 
tured 01 grown in the Karachi district, to which 
mv evperipnce and knowledge arc confined 
Ginns IS imported bj the Karachi Govei ament 
farmers from Amiit^ar, which iis said to obtain it 
from a place called Ladak and from Yarkand 
The a ulgar notion will not endor=e tho definition 
of charas as given herein 

Ganja is obtained via Bombaj from Panwcl 
and Barsi and other places , and Dr Piain^s defi- 
nition of the drug would appear to correspond 
with the popular notion, and to be supported by 
the general appearance of the article 

3 1 am not aware of the spontaneous growth 
ot the hemp plant in any part of the Karachi 
district 

4 The hemp plant cultivated for bhang is 
locally known ns bhang, subji, Sivaji buti (Shiv I’s 
plant) According to colour, bhang is divided 
into kaki ( brown) and sa} o (green) 

5 As regards the wild hemp, the conditions are 
unknown 

7. (a) and [h) None 

(c) and (d) Yes, at Bubak in the Sehwan 
talnka, and I believe it used to be cultivated in the 
Tatta taluka about the Cain canal and in the v ici- 
nitj of the Fakirjo gate 

9 The ground intended to he sown with bhang 
IS first vvatered and made soft It is then fur- 
rowed twice ovei and the seed thrown broadcast 
The earth is then turned over once more with a 
plough and levelled with a roller All tho fur- 
rowing, ploughing, and sowing must be done and 
completed in one and the same daj lA hen the 
seed shoots up to the height of about tvv o inches 
the ground is watered lor the first time and the 
weeding commences It is usual to sepaiate the 
shoots also from one another to tho distance of a 
span at hast, and hence all intei veiling shoots 
from the seeds thrown broad cast are rooted out 
Al’hen tho plant grows to the height ot a foot and 
a half, or even earlier, and as soon as its leaves 
spread out and overshade the ground, the weeding is 
discontinued, and this is generally after the thud 
■watering The watering operations continue 
■until the white eeeds change colour and turn 
blackish or blown Aftei the plant giows to the 
height of over a foot the ground is well imanured 
and then watered over Bofoie ploughing and 
sowing no maiiuie is, as a lule, put in the ground 
for feai of a white kind of woim winch is generated 


in the ground and cats up the sap of the plant, 
uhich consequently dries up At Bubak it is not 
usual to manuie the ground more than twice 
bcloro the plant leaches the height of a foot md 
over In the majOiity of ca=es, however, one 
good manming at one foot height is held ■to be 
suflicieut foi all ordinary purposes, unless gieater 
height in the plant and beanei weight in the final 
produce be sought for When the plant leaches 
the height of about five feet the male plant, which 
IS distiiigiiislied hj its blossom oi its small-sized 
pale gieen fiowei, is rooted out to provide moie 
giowung ppaco for the female plant The mile 
plant is held to c mse giddiness when used, and 
this is another reason for its exteimination as a. 
precaution against the mixture of its leaves with 
those of the female plant 

When ripe, as pidged from the changed colour 
of tho seed and absence of moisture when pressed, 
the plant is reaped, dned in the field itself, and 
Uiraslied when diy Tlie stalks are then separ- 
ated fiom the rest of the produce, which is earned 
away A pait, and a very small pait, is winnowed 
m order to separate the blackish seed useful for 
sowing The whiter seeds and the blackish not 
wanted for future sowing are left mixed with 
the leaves and tho thinner twigs 

Hemp fibres, or fibies like the hemp fibres, are 
grown from “ sihato," which is a kind of hemp 
plant also, but locally known as “ siliato '' 
against “ sireen,'' which is the local name for 
the hemp plant propei Similar fibres are pro- 
duced fiom the leaved " Ak ” plant or “ milk 
bush,” not the thorny “ Ak ” Tlie ” Ak ” and 
the “ eilmto ” stalks are soaked in water foi two 
01 thiee days, and when sufficiently soft they are 
thrashed, when the outer coating, oi the upper- 
most thicker skin, is separated from the fibres 
Such outei coveting of the “ sihato ’’ stalks was, 
and I believe is still, used m the preparation of 
country matches, being so ignitible 

Hemp fibres are also prepaied fiom the thicker 
pait of the stalks of the bhang hemp plant. But 
the bhang plant stalks are usually buried m soft 
wet mud for a few days instead of being soaked 
in water, ns in the case of the " sihato,” the regu- 
lar hemp, 01 the ” Ak ” 

10 At Bubak it IS the Hindu Hans who in 
tlie mam cultivate the hemp plant for bhang 
Elsewhere, too, I believe, it is the Hindus who 
cultivate it The bulk of the agricultural culti- 
vators aie Muhamm idans 

13 In the district with which I am convers- 
ant the hemp plant is not cultivated for gan]a 

14. Yes The bhang (c) Extent not knowm 
For please see answer to question 7 under 
chapter II 

15. A -—Bhang is smoked by people, used to 
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ganjT and clnias when they aio not able to pro 
cure eithoi of the latter drugs Tlio loaves are 
washed thiice, then wrapped up in a net cloth and 
baled m hot ashes Tlio leaves so prepaied are 
mixed with tobacco and smoled The lesidue of 
the bhang used foi drinking, the ground hemp 
(bhang) called “jog” (locallj) is smoLtd in 
place ot ganja or charas 

B —Bhang is eaten also , and it is done in two 
wiys— 

(a) the leav es are wetted, dried, and then 
pounded When, ready, the qiinutitj 
so prepaied is mixed nitli a \arjiiig 
quantity of sugar, and doses aie swal- 
lowed n itli water 

(i) In the shape of majum, jnepared from the 
bhang oil 

C — Bhang leaves used for drinking are 
thrashed aCtei reaping, dried and washed tlince 
before grounding and admixture of essence rv ith 
w ater 

16 The question is not aery plain , but bj 
piepaiationi understand preparation immediately 
before dunking, 11111011 is done bj people at borne 
But if preparation refer to the earlier st ige of the 
aiticle’s collection, then the piocess is gone 
thiough in the field 

17 The cultiiators themselics prepare the 
bhang by thrashing, ns detailed under question 9 

18 Yes Time affects both its ciroct and 
flat our Bhang doe* nob keep bejond two 
jears 

19 Foi smoking only, so far as mj mfoiniation 
goes 

20 Ganja IS smoked by noarlj the whole or 
the gieatei majontv ol the mendicants and tloiual 
classes and the labouiing classCa (particularly the 
Muhammadan labouieis in large towns), bj the 
Katchis, Bhils and Pardosis 

The Muhammadan labourers of lai go cities in 
bind are said to delight raoic in smoking cliaias 
than ganja 

21 Bound ganja 

22 boieign Please rirfc answei to question 2, 
paiagraphs 2 and 3 

23 Bhang is used foi smoking sometime- along 
with tobacco Please see inswer to question 
No 16 

24 Bhang is drunk almost all oier the pio- 
vince by Hindus and Muhammadans 

25 The use of all three drugs would appear to 
be on the increase, as the Ixaiachi Goveinmciit 
farmei informs me Association with people 
habituated to the use of the dings is said tube 
the cause of the increase m the use 

27 Hindu merchants and tradeis, including 
shopkeepers and eldeily letirod Government 
servants and Muhammadans of the artisan class, 
aie habitual moderate consumers of bhang 

People belonging to the mendicant and cleueal 
oideis (Hindus and Muhammadans) aie gciieially 
habitual excessive consumers 

29 Ganja and charas aie mixed with tobacco 
for the puipo=e of smoking. Bhang is ordinarily 
drunk unmixed , but to serve as a cooling dunk it is 
mixed with the following iDgiedients — Kaskha®, 
souf, dbana, black pepper, gidra seed, badiung 
seed, and lose buds 

horthe puipose of lust, the above plus the 
following — 

Elachi, Lasm, badamis, saffron, milk and sugar- 
candy 


30 Bhang is in the mam drunk by the male 
sex, hut women, too, m the hottoi paits of the 
district have taken to the dunking of bhang as a 
cooling draught It is not unusual now (or 
ebihlicn in Kaiaebi town to dimk bhang during 
the challiio or autumn, when it is publiclj pheed 
out in laigecirthon pitdieisand offticd loi drink 
to whostever asks for it by people who think it 
a chantablc act to do so 

31 The habit of dunking bhang is easily 
formed It cm be brol cn off as easily The 
niodeiate habit docs not often fail to develop into 
the excessive 

32 For one kind of social custom winch 
piompts people to encoiirngc the drinking of 
bhang, ))le ISC SCO the concluding portion of reply 
to question No 30 

In Karachi, among the serai Hindu mahajims, 
and the Hyderabad mail guns, it is ciistornnry 10 
offer bhang nitli one kind of sweetmeat when the 
jianchay el is called to arrange foi and permit the 
distribiitioii of what is called “ bhaji,” present to 
each individual member, in connection with the 
celebration of marriage Uehgtom — On Sbivaratri 
day It is considered religious to pour ovei the 
Slnv.a’s image a little bhang water, and it is 
considered desirable to drink a little bliang also, 
the bhang being called Shiva’s buti or plant 

On such occasions, religions or social, the use 
is generally temperate and is not cilciilated to 
the formation of habit or piovc injurious Of 
course habitual excessive drunkards will indulge 
moie largely 

33 As regards the use of bhang, opinion vanes 
Some consider the n odcratc use of bh uig ns 
hcnelicial , othei s discournge it altogctlier i he 
use of gaiga and charas are generally rcgardevl as 
very injurious to health as inducing languor and 
lassitude when intoxication ceases Pleise see 
farther reply No 45 

34 The users of bhang will considoi it a great 
liaidship to be deprived of the facilities for its 
use 

hlanv consider it ancc’ssnry cooling drink and as 
conducive to digestion and encouraging appetite 

35 I think it w ill not be easy to stop the use of 
bhang Foicibk prohibition will cause serious 
discontent Under a weak Govunment it might 
be fi aught with polilieal daugci Bhang con- 
sumers arc not hi ely to take to ileobohc stimnl- 
ants Oil the contrary, it might be said that the 
use of alcohol has been di'iilaced by' the u-e of 
bhang But habitual excessive drmkera might 
t ike to poppy shells instead 

The use of gaiija or charas might he stopped 
without much ftai of political danger, though it 
might cause discontent in the beginning The 
nseiB of ganja and charas will take to bhang 
smoking instead, 

87 Chains is said to bo more intoxicating than 
ganja 

38 The round ganja is preferred hv smokers 
as being moie intoxicating thin the other kinds 

40 Y'es , by the Vcdanti as well as by the Unani 
school of native doctors bhang is used in the case 
of some kinds of c ittle disc ise 

41 (o) Bhang is held to he a food accessory 
01 digestive 

(6) All the three are said to jiossess staying- 
power Moderate use of ganja and charas is said 
to cieate appetite, 

(e) Antidotes against cold 
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(ri) <5anja and clnras aie said to be (a) anti- 
dotes against flatulency and enlargement of the 
liver 

44 (a) As regards cbaras and ganja intoxica- 
tion IS followed by refiesbing silence immediately 
after the inhalation of smoke, but it is accom- 
panied by a sensation of heaviness in the eyes 
Appetite is Created in the cise of moderate 
smokers at stated times The efiect lasts foi an 
hour or two 

(i) Aftei-eSects, excessive yawning, languor, 
lassitude and thirst 

Want of gratification produces all the effects 
mentioned above under (S), and diarihoea and loss 
of appetite 

As regaids bhang Immediate effect — mild 
refreshing intoxication , creation of appetite and 
desire to eat greasy and sweet things The 
intoxication lasts for at least two or three hours 
according to the dose 

Want of gratification produces longing 

45 In the case of bhang, none 

In the case of gan 3 a and obaras cough, and 
asthma and weakness of vision are pioduced 
The semen also is said to be injnnously affected 

46 It used in moderation, cbaras and ganja 
produce noxious effects, a pnon the habitual 
excessive use would be much more injmious. 


although au excessive smoker of charas informs 
me that It has done him no baim yet The only 
evil effect mentioned by him is loss of appetite 

49 Yes Some use bhang as an aphrodisiac 
Piostitutes also use it for this purpose The use 
of ganja and charas tend to produce impotence 
hbang does not 

56 On Shivaiatri day, the bhang prepaied for 
offering to Shiva and styled panchratna is ad- 
mix tuipd with dhatura seed, and the prepaiation 
IS pai taken of by fakirs 

58 The present system, which confers a mo- 
nopoly of sale upon the Government farmer, is 
objectionable Adulteration and admixtures am 
not avoidable Old and deteriorated bhang might 
be mixed with good stuff Old charas is not un- 
fiequently mixed with oil of bhang seed to give 
it freshness New ganja is similaily mixed with 
old ganja Such adulterations are said to be 
injurious , but at any rate they are unfair to the 
puichaser, although unavoid ible under the piesent 
system 

62 Desirable to control it further, so as to 
render the admixture of the produce of the male 
plant, which is said to cause giddiness, impossible 
01 difficult 

69 Local opinion is not consulted It is very 
desiiable to consult it before a shop is allowed to 
be opened in any locality 


15 Evidence of BRIGADE-SUItGEON-LlEUTENANT-ColiONEL G. Bainbeidge, Civil 

Surgeon, Kaiachi 


1 I have been in Civil Medical employment 
under the Bombay Government for twenty-six 
years, mainly as a Civil Surgeon I have not an 
exact knowledge of the drugs oi of the different 
effects of the use of each form But I am ac- 
quainted with their general properties 

2 Yes, bhang, charas, ganja I am not ac- 
quainted with the vaneties of the latter 

19 I believe that they aie mainly smoked 

23 I cannot say 

28 I do not know 

29 I understand that opium and dhatura are 
exceptionally mixed with hemp drugs I do not 
know the preparations 

30 Bhang is openly drunk by manj people, 
especially in hot weather and by labourers It 
is leported as cooling and slightly stimulant.when 
taken in a weak infusion It is mainly used bj 
men, and I do not know of its consumption by 
women or children The other drugs are used in 
more or less solitude aud secrecy 

31 The habit seems to be easily foimed 
Bhang may be used occasionally or at certain 
seasons without the development of a habit, those 
who take ganja and charas are usually habitual 
consumers The habitual use of all these prepai- 

1 ations seems difficult to break off, and liable to 
become excessive 

82 One or more of the piepaiations— chiefly 
bhang — are commonly taken by Hindus of several 
castes at certain festivals As a general lule their 
use appears to be temperate 

36, 37, 39 and 40 I do not know 

41 As regaids occasional use — 

{a) and (6) Yes 

(d and (d) I cannot say 


42 I doubt whether the moderate habitual use 
of any of the preparations of hemp is harmless 

44 I believe that the immediate effects of 
moderate use aie — 

(1) exhilaiation of spirits and of the mental 
faculties , 

(2) increased power of endurance of labour 
and fatigue , 

(3) increase of appetite , 

(4) more or lessi ntoxication In this acute 

intoxication the mental state is often at 
brst good-humoured, but is more often 
exalted, noisy, boaotful or quarrelsome, 
with a tendency to insolence and to reck- 
less violence There is no unsteadiness of 
gait, and hut seldom stupoi or coma 
Muscular power seems to be increased 
but the controlling power of the higher 
centres becomes reduced or abolished 

(5) sleep, 

(6) the effects are of short duration, 

(7) there arc no appreciable after-effects , 

(8) it is not followed by uneasiness or long- 
ing for repetition in a marked degree 

45 I have no evidence , but I should say that 
the habitual moderate use of any of these drugs 
IS harmful 

46 I have no data which enable me to distin- 
guish between model ate and excessive habitual 
use of any of the preparations of this drug, or 
between then respective effects My remarks 
apply to the use of any of the pieparations which, 
I believe, to have similar eflects in varying 
degiees ^ 

It causes emaciation and debility, 

2 0 
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It causes chronic bronchitis and emphysema 
of the lungs, resulting m an asthmatic condition 
It causes at first hypercemia of the conjunc- 
tival, which later assume a dusky or yellowish hue, 
and lividity of the lips and complexion 

I believe that it impairs the moial sense, 
and induces laziness and immorality 

It produces insanity, which is at fiist of a 
maniacal type and temporary, but may heoome 
permanent and end in dementia 

The symptoms may certainly be reinduced on 
resumption of the drug 

I think that the mama differs from the 
oidinaiy non-toxio type— • 

(а) in the absence of fixed delusions , 

(б) the occasional presence of cataleptic 

symptoms 

(c) or of automatic cerebrospinal action , 

((?} m the gi eat frequency or early appeaiance 
of mental and moral degradation 
The mama due to hemp resembles, I think, 
that of geneial paralysis of the insane — 

(a) in the absence of fixed delusions , 

(i) the exaltation of ideas 
But difiers from it to the best of my belief — 

(a) in the occasional occurrence of cataleptic 
symptoms , 

(i) in the occurrence of automatic cerebrospinal 
action , 

(c) in the absence of paralysis or epilepsy 
That the insanity is not due to alcohol is, I 
think, pioved — 

(a) by the extreme innty of delinum tiemens 
among the insanes of this countiy oi the 
general population, oi of tiemors or 
other symptoms of chionic aloohobsm, 

(d) the infrequency among the insanes of 

viseeral lesions attributable to alcohol , 

(c) the lanty of a history among them of alco- 
holic intoxication, 

(dj the frequency of lapid recovery in confine- 
ment without ill-effects from deprivation 
of all intoxicants , 

(e) the absence of cravmg for alcohol , 

,(/) by the character of the mania which dis- 
plajs either greater aggressiveness or 
greater moral and mental degradation It 
is never of a good humoured form 
The theory that the insanity of India is 
mainly due to hemp drugs is supported by — 

(a) the known prevalence of their use , 

(J) the statements of patients themselves, 

(c) or of their relatives or fnends , i 
(i?) the absence of other adequate causes , 

(e) the correspondence between some of the 
symptoms and the known effects of acute 
intoxication by the drug 
The emaciation and debihty, chronic bronch- 
itis and pulmonary emphysema are commonly 
observed in persons known to have used the drugs 
habitually I state this from frequent clinical 
observation 

As instances of automatic action under the 
influence of hemp drugs, I mention the following, 
which I believe were cases of hemp intoxication — 

(o) Some years ago when in Bombay my 
coacl^man drove me daily to and fiom 


the hospital by the'direct road On one 
occasion without any reason, he went by 
a ciicuitous route He was quite unaware 
of his mistake until it was pointed out to 
him, yet had made no other errors in 
driving He had a vacant, stupid appear- 
ance, but no symptoms of alcoholic intoxi- 
cation 

(i) Two years ago in Karachi u hen leaving 
my house one evening in a hired carnage, 
the coachman began dnving round the 
compound in a oiicle He was quiet, but 
evidently intoxicated, though apparently 
not with alcohol I suggest this also as 
a case of hemp intoxication 

(c) Extreme intoxication with a cataleptic 
condition 

Sobha Choitra, mendicant, agei 21 , certificate 
of lunacy, dated 3rd June 1892 When 
admitted into hospital on the 23rd May 
1892, appeared quite insensible, and when 
his arm was raised, kept it rigidly fixed 
in that position. He struggled and resist- 
ed on the use of the stomach pump and 
attempts to give emetics 

Moderate intoxication I have observed 

two ' Pardesi ■* gardeners in my employment 
when they were clearly in a state of intoxication 
which was not alcoholic and, in my opimon, was 
due to hemp drugs The most notable signs were 
noisy excitement, loquacity, volubility and boast- 
fulness, with elated appearance and insolent 
manner, gieat accession of exaggerated and mis- 
directed eneigy in work, absence of the signs of 
alcohohc intoxication, such as inco-ordination of 
gait and speech and spirituous odour 

I attach a statement showing the causes 
assigned for the insanity in the oases of 83 luna- 
tics sent to the Hyderabad or Colaba Lunatic Asy- 
lums from the Civil Hospital, Khrachi, during the 
past ten years 

In only 17 of these was the mental alienation 
formally asoiibed to the use of hemp drugs 

In only 5 out of these 17 cases, did the 
patient or his relatives acknowledge to indulgence 
m the drugs In one other (Sobha Choitra above 
mentioned) there was what I considei good symp- 
tomatic evidence of hemp intoxication 

In four of the five instances aboi e named, it 
was stated that the patient also used opium or 
alcohol, or both 

It IS, I think, significant that in only 3 of 
these 83 oases was the insanity attributed to alcohol 
alone, and in only 3 others to alcohol, opium 
and hemp combined 

I consider it fair to assume that a considerable 
number of the 39 cases under the head " cause 
unknown were due to hemp drugs But in all 
cases good proof of the indulgence is very difficult 
to obtain, and the cause can often only be 
guessed at from the known habits of the classes 
chiefly affected, the absence of other causes and 
the general history and symptoms of the mental 
malady 

47 to 50 I do not know 

66 and 57 I do not know 

In conclusion, I think that it is generally ac- 
knowledged that Indian hemp is a very baneful 
drug , but that there is a want of exact informa- 
tion regarding the , extent and methods of its use 
and as to its effects. 
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Appendix to Dr Batnhrtdge's evidence 

Partiovlars op Lvnatiqb oertipied and sent to a Lvnatio Astlvm from tbb Givie 
E ospiTAL, Karachi, from the year 1883 to Ootoeer 1893 
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16 Evidence of Brigade-Surgeon-Lietjtenant-Coloneii J F Keith, Superintend- 
ent, Lunatic Asylum, Hyderahad, Sind 


1 I Lave been a resident in Sind for over four- 
teen years, aud Superintendent of the Lunatic 
Asylum for ovei five j ears 

2 Yes. They are known in this province as 
bhang, gan 3 a and charas 

19 Ganja and chnras are used only for smok- 
ing as far as I can make out in Sind. 

23 Bhang is nevei used for smoking in Sind 
as far as I know, 

28 Habitual moderate consumers minimum — 

Bhang — i tola=i anna 
Ganja — i tola=f „ 

Charas— i tola=f „ 

Habitual model ate consumers maximum — 
Bhang — 1 tola = i anna 
Ganja — i tola=l „ 

Charas — i tola=14 „ 

Habitual excessive consumers minimum — 
Bhang — 2 tolas =1 anna 
Ganja — 1 tola=2 annas 
Chiras — ^ tola =3 „ 

Habitual excessive consumers maximum— 
Bhang — 5 tolas=2J annas, 

Ganja — 2 tolas =4 „ 

Charas — 1 tola =6 „ 

29 Bhang, more especially amongst the por, 
18 ordinarily drunk without any admixture None 
of the drugs mentioned {viz , dhatura, etc ) are 
ever, to my knowledge, mixed with bhang, ganja 
and eharas except tobacco, which is always mixed 
with ganja and charas that is to say, that in the 
preparation of ganja and charat for the clitllum, 
tobacco IS invaiiably mixed with them The ob- 
ject of the tobacco being in both cases to keep it 
going foi some time, to prevent its rapid consump- 
tion, and retard or slow aown the narcotic effects 

vol TII 


,If a large volume of smoke composed solely of 
ganja or charas is inhaled, the intoxicating effects 
are almost instantaneous , whereas, when mixed 
with tobacco, the narcotic effects are not so rapid 
and violent 

Bhang massala as sold in the baiaai consists of 
the following ingredients —Aniseeds, rose buds, 
kasni, almonds, cardamoms, black pepper, poppy 
seeds and sugar When privately prepared, milk 
IS, as a rule, added 

SO Reliable statistics cannot be obtained of the 
extent of consumption of any of the'e drugs either 
in solitude or company But, speaking generally, 
it IS much more or principally practised in com- 
pany , and this for two special reasons (1) it is 
moie economic in company than in solitude, for 
instance, the waste in the preparation of bhang 
would be almost as much for one as for a dozen 
This also bolds good with ganja and charas, 
for in smoking the chtlhm a person can take 
only one or two long inhalations at a time, 
when he is reooveiing his breath, the chillum 
circulates amongst the others instead of burning 
away in the meantime (2) It is much more 
agreeable in company I have watched them 
sitting round a fire when the bhang, ganja aud 
chains, etc , were in process of preparation, the 
hooka circulating, all Linds of stones being told, 
songs sung and the sircar and respectable people 
generally abused in anticipation of the general 
debauch This is confirmed generally by tlie 
following translation usually sung on these 
occasions — 

Chillum IS the loved of God, 

Every one must honour it 
It goes round in company 
As Krishna amongst the milkmaids 
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It IS confined genemlly to tlin mnlo sox, Vcr) | 
few icspectablo poisons indulge in gaina nnd 
ebaras, or tlic excessuo use of blmng, and 1 tlnnli. 
it IB not far fioni tbo tnitli to slate that fan or no 
respectable Sindiiis, women or cbildron, indulge 
in any of tbeso drugs Tlio period tlio moderate 
use of bhang is commenced is amongst men 
after 40 

31 Nobodj forms tlieso bnbils alone Ulio} 
arc begun in imitation of the habits of companions 
and a're formed with ascending degrees of difii 
cultv 

The Iiabit of dunking bhang is casilj formed, 
as it IS not disagreeable, but oiio must imiro one- 
self to the habit of gnnja, and espeeiallj to cliara*:, 
as tlieir fumes aie strong and disagreeable, and at 
first it IS almost impo'siblc for the noiito to in- 
liale llioir fumes into the Inng-f, esjiceialh ebaras , 
at fust on cntciiiig the larjns it jiroduces a 
violent fit of ooiigbing, and c\e>ii nmoiigbt t>atcn~ 
Its a full inhalation will sometimes end in a 
parox 3 sm of eougtniig A man with powerful 
lungs will learn the habit sooner, tbeicforo, thnn 
one with originally delicite lungs, or tb in tlio'-o 
whoso lungs are irritable or arc dsbilitatod bj 
disease I know a tiatrah who e iniiot on tin- 
account inbnlo ganja or eburas As a rule, for a 
liealtln man it t ikes fort} d ijs of perbibtent cffoit 
to acquiie the habit 

It is the society that is difiicult to break off 
Di\ orcc a man from the socictj and ocoupa liis 
time with different motucs and objects, and tlu' 
liabit of meeting liis companions and tbo mere 
craving for tbo stimulant soon passes nwaj 'Ilie 
practice of those habits is formed and continued 
in companj, where the spirit of riialr} as to who 
will stand tbo most ol these drugs is alwnas 
present more or less amongst diffcrciitlj eonstiiut 
cd individuals 

There is no general tendenej of the moderate 
towards tbo c\cessivo use , for all Sindliis use 
bhang in moderate quantities , but the p'oporbon 
of mawalts to the population would, I slioiiid 
think, bo a aery small one 

32 Not that I know of There is a liolida) 
called Sim arati I in honour of the roariingc of the 
god Sbiiaon wliicbtlic Pnrdc'hi and Sindlii Hindu 
fakirs who are Ins followers use these drugs in 
excessive quantities But the Hindu jicpulntiou 
in Sindh do not indulge to excess on this day 
They prepare a ling of Sima, if they ba\e not 
got one ot stone, they make one of clay to which 
they present flowers and wash it with bhang, re- 
peating the following prayer “Oh God, accept 
this bhang from thy faithful followers,” and then 
they drink of the bhang Those who are smol cn, 
of ganja and ebaras {vis , mawalts) indulge always 
to mtoxieahon on this day 

36 No But many lespeotable Hindu Sindhis 
take a glass of brandy or whisky or country hquoi 
before suppei, from the idea that it eseitcs their 
appetite, and in imitation of the luling race, as 
they imitate the cut of their clothes, etc 

37 The difference is purely of degree and not 
of kind , bhang is the weakest and charas the 
stiongcst Cliaias pioduces immediate intoxica- 
tion and goes off soonei , bhang, on the otlioi hand, 
pioduces intoxication, but is much slower m its 
action , ganja may be said to ho midway between 
the two 

89, The answer to this question is implied in the 


answers already gnon. Blinng isiwed moderately' 
to ftimiilato the appetite nnd ns a cooling 
drinl In a general (lehanch bhang forms, eo to 
speak, the first eour'o, and is drunk to tlm degree 
of cxeitemrnt G injn forming the rtcond coime, 
ndinnces tins degree to a state of intoxic-ation. 
Charas forms tlio “list straw,” making them 
either Icmporiirily incen'^ible or raving mad, a 
condition winch snnn time-, under the continued 
cxcessnc u>-e of tlii«o drugs, hcrtmrs pcrinancnt, 
(spoeially in eases where the nervous py stem 1 = 
ongifialli week or predi'josed from hereditary 
we ikncEs to ineariiti 

to. Bhang alone is pre crilird in Sind, as a role, 
to men over ft), ns a stimulant to the appetite, 
icfreelnng drink nnd gently soponfie 'llio “ Vet ” 
here u»i>s tile extr.act with ciriionitc of ammonia 
md belladonna for conph amrng’it liorsee There 
w IS a prisoner admitted into tiic jail with profile 
ulivatioii , the usual remedies |nd no effect on him 
Ho nsl cd me to givt him a little bhang, I 
did so and it nticJ life a clumi, enring Ins 
«ih\ ition almost at once, winch cure remains 
permanent 

tl (n) Only bhang is h^lievetl to he disgcstivc 
ind rcfrcsliiiig in its modernte use 

(i) Never 

(c) and (f?) No 

42 Hero it will he well to define what 1 = meant 
by tin niodor.att n'o of ih drugs ]lmcan«in 
all cases in Sind short of intoxication It is 
difiicnlt with ganja nnd chatas to stop here (short 
of iiitoxicalton),as a full inhalation is quite enough 
toeaiise lemponry giddiness m the slrengcs. No 
respLCtahle bindhi would ever entertain the idea 
of indulging niodcrateU in ganja and charts Tim 
idea pnv.dentin Sind is tint the use of ganja and 
charas ''eonsiimes the body , ” it i- called” hut jo 
khat ” (the body’s houto-hnakcr) 

41 It has been already pointed out that the 
consumption ofhh ing is liahitually need in modera- 
tion not npjiroaclung to intoxication amongst all 
classes. It 15 said to ho xefrrshing and ns an 
appetiser, it cannot, tin roforc, all ly hmiger As 
an appetiser (which it is goiicnlly bchevoJ to be) 
it might cause a little inort, food to lie t iken than 
necessary, winch would tend tlioorelically to cause 
drowsiness nnd would, tlieroforc, ho considered as 
a Eoponfio 'Iho secondan effects on digestion 
might last therefore a considerable time There 
IS no phy siological data coDCoriiing the length of 
tunc bliniig remains in the system The popular 
belief is two or three hours The gntifieation is 
more the indulgence of the habit of Laving 
something at a giv cn time of the day to break 
the monotony of idleness Ganja nnd charas pro- 
duce very rapid intoxication, hut, ns his been 
pointed out, none but matraltt indulge in ganja 
i nnd charas , nnd they alvvavs indulge with a view 
j to intoxication. If the old man docs not gel his 
i bhang at the usual time, ho feels the longing 
I for it produced by habit, nnd is uneasy and per- 
I haps fretful if ho is disappointed, as ho believes 
Ills night will he spoiled, frotfiilncss being a 
I moans itself of rousing him np, nnd not the want 
! of the bhang. 

45 It has hcoii several times pointed out that 
111 Sind the raodointo use of bhang, as far ns 
effecting the iiitcgntion or disintegration of the 
animal tissues is concerned, does neither good nor 
haini It IS merely' a sort of pastime foi the idle 
Ganja and charas arc always used by mawalts 
with a view to intoxication, which always docs 
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liaim pliysically, mentally and moially A mate 
all IS a man no one relies on If be does, he 
nill ceitainly repent his folly > 

To the other questions under this head a gene- 
ral negative repty may be given 

Mental anxiety oi biam disease (the latter 
being a lather vague terra) is nevei tieated in 
Smd by resoit to bhang, ganja and charas , it is 
usually liquoi, either Native or European, which 
IS lesoited to as the Hindustani and Persian 
quotations show — 

Shirab shonk pmese hama dookh daid jati 
ham 

Labalab bekun dam bedam nosh kun 

Ghumai haido alim fiamosb kun 

46 physical aspects — A mawalt is nevei, as 
a rule, a stout well-to-do-Iooking individual , on 
the contiaiy, he is a peison of a lean, slanny, 
wrinkled, mangy, nervous appeaiance In Sind 
when respectable men meet, they embrace and ask 
one another aie you getting stout, fat, strong, 
health}, and content? The maiaa/i is ]ust the 
opposite of all these qualities , although his lin- 
gual expressions are the same, to him they can 
have no meaning This wrinkled or dried up 
state of the constitution shows that nutrition is 
piofoundly changed Ihis aiises from the ex- 
cessive metabolism of the neivous elements fiom 
constant stimulation To a healthy man engaged 
in the stiuggle of existence the daily disturbances 
to his nervous s} stem arising from liis environ- 
ment are usually sufSeient to keep up the cquili- 
bnum between issimilation and dis-assimilation, 
but the constitution of the mawalt has, in addi- 
tion, to sustain the excessive waste that goes on 
fiom over-stimulation of his nervous system by 
hemp drugs A giadual deteiioi.ationj theiefore, 
of his nervous system takes place, not only from 
excessive stimulation, but from want of sleep, 
for he rarely sleeps unless during the influence of 
intoxication, which lasts fiom two to three houis 
The primary effect on the neivous system would 
bo aeeompamed by a corresponding deterioration 
of the muscular s} stem associated by an impair- 
ment of the assimilative power of the cellular 
elements of the neivous and muscular tissues, 
and also of the glandular elements The general 
normal expenditure being thus reduced, appetite 
would be impaiied, and dysentery oi any other 
disease might arise fiom exhaustion Bronchitis 
and asthmamiglit arise fiom the irritation to which 
the bronchial tubes aie continually exposed fiom 
the inhqlation of the drug. Lazmess would be 
the consequence, therefore, of the general dyscra- 
sia 3 UBt described 

From what has been above mentioned, and 
from the fact that mental and moral phenomena 
are now believed by recent authoiities on the 
subject to be subjective states, produced by the 
action of external incident forces upon the 
cerebiospinal nervous system, the innei oi sub- 
jective sides of objective phenomena corresponding 
to CO existences, and sequences in space and time , 
then, a priori, deterioration of the nervous system 
would neeessanly piodnce alterations in the de- 
grees of intensity in the manifestations of mental 
and moral phenomena geneially, congruous with 
th it mentioned above as manifested by the physi- 
ological deterioration of genenl nutrition chai- 
acteristic of the maioali, whose moials are, as a 
rule, as mangy as his appearance It may be said 
to impair, while it also excites, the intellect ac- 
cording to the degree of administration and stage 
of the periodic action of tbediug, but the general 


lesult IS, not so much a weakening of the ac- 
uteness of the intellect, as a general immor- 
ality and debaucheiy , and it is astonishing how 
long these people will go on Ining on the liordeis 
of crime, and contiive to keep clear of the Magis- 
trate and the police But the general result is, 
generally speaking, the Jail or the Lunatic Asy- 
lum, or early ciemation, or an early giave 

In cases befoie the Commission, it has formed, 
as a iiile, the exciting cause In the history of 
the admissions into the asjlum foi the year I89ii, 
it will be seen that the excessiie indulgence in 
the use of hemp diugs formed the exciting causes, 
for no beieditaiy insanity could be traced in any 
of the cases which Mi Thattumal and I ex- 
amined 

The type may be generally classified as mama, 
and as characterised by an exaltation or hvehness 
of mannei, and a restlessness as would be seen in 
one in a state of semi intoxication, accompanied 
by incoheience, want of the power of co-ordination ^ 
of the relations of the ideas of space oi time, or 
of the relations of the various memoiies developed 
by the visual, tactual and acoustic sensations, 
impairment or the complete loss of the sense of 
shame (a good indicatoi of the moial state) 
manifested by walking about naked, defcecating 
and micturating whenever and wherever nature 
prompts them , and talking to some imaginary 
individual or muttering to themselves, and having 
a quiet lough or chuckle when alone This is a 
summary of the geneial features of the type of 
the cases admitted in 1892, and from obseiving 
mawalis going through the various stages of in- 
toxication till unconsciousness and sleep supervene, 

I could not, somehow, help thinking that in cases 
produced by the excessive use of hemp diugs, the 
type of insanity and its modifications simulated or 
were to a cei tain extent identical with the latter 
stages of intoxication in the mawalt The clus- 
ter of symptoms accompanjing the vaiious stages 
of intoxication are not ^to be traced as co-exis- 
ting permanently in the same mdividual, although 
they may appear dunng the time insanity lasts, 
but in a number of lunatics 

A short analysis of the cases before the Com- 
mission will show the grounds on which this 
parallelism has been traced As a preamble, it 
may be lemaiked that the co-ordination of the 
ideational centres — ^visual, tactual, acoustic — and 
the intelligent expression of ideas in articulate 
language form the highest efiort which a human 
being 16 capable of During the period of intoxi- 
cation," when the ganja is circulating amongst a 
circle of maioalts, one would think that all their 
wits were leaving them, crowded out as it were by 
over-stimulation , and it is astonishing how infec- 
tious this hilarity and outflow of wit and nonsense 
become to the calm observer But as intoxication 
proceeds, or when the equilibrium between waste 
and repair is suspended by the slow poisoning of 
the blood circulating round the grey matter of the 
convolutions of the brain , when semiptosis and 
partial congestion of the conjunctiva take place, 
co-ordination of the ideas begins to fail with 
articulate language The month seems dnei, moie 
effort IS lequiied to keep up the excitement, the 
voice becomes huskiei , more lung pressure is 
necessary, the period of co-oidination is past, a 
sort of amnesia supervenes, language becomes 
automatic ribaldry and slang When the chaias 
begins to ciiculate, they do not any longer all speak 
together , some are silent and have had enough, 
and more than they are able to carry, otheis con- 
tinue till ultimately silence and sleep supervene , 
their state is temporarily > similar to an animal 
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witlj ifs liemispheies ronioved Saiandns Anandas 
may be taken as an example of the exalted ineo* 
Leient penod When he waB hst admitted into 
the asylum, he went on during Ins examination in 
tlie most extraordinary way, until the voms of his 
neck weie swollen, his face blue, and his mouth 
dry fiom the pressuie on his lungs, uttering a 
peifect Bnbel ot automatic phrases in tne shape 
of piaieis, denunciations, and threats, frowning, 
laughing, ciying, and going through all thevanoii 
gesticulations, and intomtions almost in the same 
bieath in a perfect whirlwind of incoherence and 
luco-ordinatioii of ideas Now he is quite sane 

Soba, No 5, may be taken as an example of the 
other extreme of the peiiod of aphasia, or norhaps 
a better diagnosis would be amnesia Wuen he 
was admitted into the asylum, he could not speak 
a word of an> known language On the 1st 
October 1893, on Ins examination, it was found 
that he could now speak Hindustani But he 
had no ideas of spaco or time. With difficult} he 
said ho c imo fiom Madanpur, and he knew how to 
piepire ginja and smoke it, but bo}ond a few 
automatic answeis to cxei} day qiicslion«, his mind 
IS a complete blank Perfect destruction of hrain 
tissue could not have moie effcotunlly removed all 
tiaces of the education, ideas and language con- 
stiucted b> a life time of human intercourse He 
may he said to bo m the permanent position of the 
maicah wlio has figunluolj fallen “ bcudo his 
chair ” It need scarcely be mentioned that 
between these two extremes there is ciory grada- 
tion dipoiiding upon the age, the physical, mental 
and moial olianotcristics of the individual, and 
the length of time and extent of indulgence in the 
habit 

This parallelism kept for some time possession 
of my mmd until iSIakka, wife of Fazul, a joung 
avoman about 18, was admitted on the 12th June 
1893 The police took her husband away from 
her, cliaiged him w ith theft, and he was impri- 
soned foi 12 months Tins so prej cd upon her 
mind that she lost her reason, and she was sent to 
the lunatic asylum On her admission she 
hehaaed exactly like those suffering from insanity 
from the excessne use of hemp drugs No abso- 
lute diagnostic feature could be shown from the 
most caieful examination of her symptoms as indi- 
cating a difference between the two types of 
insanity but the history of the cause But it may 
a’so assume the morose melancholic type as in 
Metho, No 6. 

The indulgence m hemp drugs may be said 
to he both tempoiaiy or permauent Jehangii 
alias Parashram may be cited as an example of 
the permanent effect of the drug on the brain 
Mattadin, No 8, and Bux Ali, No 10, may be 
shown as having suffered from its terapoiary ef- 
fects The symptoms may be le-mduced after 
liberation from restiaint, as in the case of Metho, 
No. 6, or Sarandas Anandas, who has been four 
times in the asylum suffering from the effects of 
hemp drugs. 

There are no typical symptoms Although 
I have tried to draw a parellel between intoxica- 
tion m the sane and insinity pioduced by hemp 
drugs, I do not think tbeie is a gieat difference 
between Intoxication produced by the latter and 
wine ot spirituous liquois diunk to excess More- 
over, anything which would injuriously affect the 
grey matter of the convolutions of the brain in 
a similar way (such as grief, loss of honour or pro- 
pel ty, or fear, oi ureemia, saptioeemia, etc) 
would, d pnon, produce |ike results 

Insanes who have no recorded ganja history 


confess to the uso of the drug if they know what 
they nic talking about 

Persons deficient in self-control 'thiough weak- 
ened iniclkct, no matter from what cause, espe- 
cinlly if they have no friends to keep them 
stiaiglit, as a rule, gravitate towards tlio company 
ot (ho idle and vicious, itz , the mawalts 

47 No 

48 The idle and the vicious gravitate towards 
the socioly of maioahs, and they are the dregs 
of socicti, the lowest classes in physical, mental, 
and consequently in moral development, the 
idea, therefore, tint these people would have high- 
ly developed offspnug is incongruous They pro- 
pagate, on the contrary, recruits for our jails and 
lunatic assy Itims— institutions which the evolution 
of altruistic ideas has now rendered indispensahk 

dO Yes, I do not think that many Sindhu. 
(not iiowali) uso this drug to the degree of in- 
toxication with this view I am constantly being 
askt-d b\ Sindhis for sirengtlienmg mcdmiie , and 
I have know n Sindhis come long distances with 
the view of obtaining medicine to rejuvenate their 
sexual energies The inference is that if bbang, 
ganpi and cliaras were U'cd moderately for this 
piitpose, (here is no general belief in its efficacy 
I have answered tlio lattei question m discussing 
question No 40 There is no reliable data , there 
IS only the popular idea, and tliat js, that it makes 
one impotent 

50 Bhang is u'ed by’ men as it is supposed to 
baxcan aphrodisiac tendency, believing that it 
both oxcitcs and prolongs the act Ganja and 
clnrns, ou the other hand, is behoved to excite, 
hut to shorten the act But this is only the po- 
pular idea There is to my knowledge no scienti- 
iic data on this subject, 

56 They decrease tho intensity of the drug, 
prolong tho duration, and render mellow its effect 
both in moderation and m excess Hhatiira, etc,, 
are nevei mixed with hemp drugs in this province 
to any extent But sight must not be lost of the 
faot that tobacco is all along smoked during tbc 
preparation of the bbang, and tint it is mixed 
with both the g.inja and charas, wbieb are never, 
os a rule, smoked without it 

57 Gauja and charas are neither eaten nor 
drunk as far as I know. 

In coneliiBion, it is a fact that more bhang is 
consumed in Shiknrpur, Siikkur, etc , than in 
Hyderabad, and in tho latter more than in Kara- 
chi , or, genei ally speaking, more in Upper than 
in Lower Smd, which is a tacit deelantion of the 
fact that Upper being hotter tlinn Lower Sind, 
it 18 more Inigely used as n refreshing drink 
The name of the dunk of which blmng is the 
principal ingredient is called tbadvil, from thnd 
(cold) (See Abkari Jleport for Bombay Presi- 
dency ) 

Bevmcl a)iswe7' to Qitedton 46 submitted 
by IDr Keith 

46 Does the habitual eveessne use of any of 
these dings produce any noxious effects— phy si- 
tal, mental oi moral ? 

Always produces noxious effects — pby’sica], 
mentil and moial, as reference to hemp drugs 
cases admitted m 1892 will show 

Does It impair the constitution in any way ? 

Yes 
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Does it injure the digestion or cause loss o£ 
appetite ? 

Yes' 

Does it cause dysentery, bronchitis or asthma ? 
There is no reliable data Hemp drugs patients 
in this asylum do not seem to suffer more than 
the others from these affections 
Does it impair 'the moial sense or induce lazi- 
ness Or habits of immorality or debaucheiv ? 

Yes 

Does it deaden the intellect or produce insanity 
Yes. 

In cases known to you when it has produced 
insanit}, has it appeared to you to be merely the 
excthng as distinguished from the jiredt^fostnp 
cause of the insarntj’- ? 

The exciting cause 

If it produces insanity, then of what typo, and 
IS it temporarj or permanent ? 

The types are mania or melancholia, and thej’ 
maj be both temporary and permanent 

If temporary, may the symptoms be reinduced 
by the use of the drag after liberation from 
restraint ’ 

Yes 

Are there any typical symptoms ? 

Not to toxical insanity 

Do insanes who have no recorded ganja history 
confess to the use of the drug 
Yes 

In such cases of the alleged connection between 
insanity and the use of hemp as are known to 
you, are you of opinion that the use of the drug 
by persons suffering fiom mental anxiety or brain 
disease to obtain relief has been sufficiently con- 
sidered in explaining that connection’ And do 
you think there is any eiidence to indicate that 
insanity may often tend to indulgence in the use 
of hemp drugs by a person who is deficient in 
self-control through weakened intellect ’ 

Answered under 45 
Yes 

Give an account under each of these points of 
any cases with which yon aie acquainted 

A full account of each case admitted in 1892 
has been supplied. 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — ^I have been in the service for twenty- 
five years I have passed fourteen years in Sind, 
and fifteen and a half years in civil employ I have 
been five years in chaige of the Lunatic Asylum, 
Hyderabad I have had no special experience in 
insanity besides that, except that I was an official 
visitor for five or six years of a luoatic asylum 
which formerly existed at Larkana I have been 
Superintendent of the Jail at Hyderabad and 
Shikarpur for a total period of eleven years. 

Question 89 — A debauch is begun by dunking 
bhang, and then ganja and charas follow in 
suceesBion This is the comse of an ordinaiy 
debauch among the mntoahs, a name applied to 
habitual drunkards I have known this to take 
place in Hyderabad, but have no knowledge of it 
elsewhere, Ganja as distinguished from bhang 
and charas is in use in Hyderabad Some take 
gnnja, who cannot stand charas The debauch 
described above is piactised by the mawalis In 
my untten answers I have been careful to dis- 


tinguish then habits fiom those of lespectable 
people who use the drugs. Tobacco foims a lun- 
ning accompaniment through the whole debauch 
Some take a small pill of opium befoie diililang 
the bhing, I have seen my own yhornwali go 
through the courses I have desoiibed, and I have 
seen it at the tilanas There aie veiy few matoa- 
Its in Hyderabad I cannot say how many 
They are mostly mendicants The mawalis are a 
well-marked class by themselves recruited fiom 
all castes and religions They are both Hindu 
and Muhammadan, and these two claases do not 
amalgamate They have fakirs among them 
and bairagis and sadhus, and the bad chaiacteis 
make up the complement Men out of woik are 
sometimes mawalis African Seedees aie to be 
found among them in considerable numbei The 
mawalis are known all over Sind They aie not 
confined to Hyderabad The name is a teim of 
repioaeh A man who works hard foi a week, 
and then spends his wages in such debauchery as 
I have desorihnd, may be called a maw ah I 

might describe the mawalis as utteily abandoned 
blackguards I have seen paities of them as large 
as one dozen sitting together My ghorawala 
IS a Shekh, i c , a Hindu converted to Muhamma- 
danism, and bis immediate friends aie of th- same 
claes The mawalis have a shabby, ill conditioned 
look. At the meetings they would sit in a circle 
I round a fire if it were cold weather Ti\o chtllnm 
passes round, and they talk , chatter and laugh, 
and are amusing After a while they become 
intoxicated, their conver^atlon becomes iiielevant, 
and they all talk together. Some diop off to sleep 
and some stagger away Co-ordination of the 
lower extremities IS paitially lost The symptoms 
arc hardly distinguishable from those of ako- 
hoi There is in the earhei stages a similai 
exaltation to that caused by alcohol The state 
of excitement caused by alcohol is not distin- 
guishable from the same state caused by bhang 
The remarks found in the asylum case boot, 
that people were under the influence of a nar- 
cotic, refer to the drowsy, sleepy, wandering 
stage of intoxication, a state of inco-ordiuatioa 
of the phj sical functions That is what the sy mp- 
toms most resemble, and it is the best nay I can 
descube them 

Question do — The insanes me brought to 
the hospital by their lelations like othei pa- 
tients I, as Civil Surgeon, have to collect all 
information neceB=ary foi the admission of the 
lunatic to the asylum, and I not only fill up 
the certificate, but the whole of the form punted 
on the back of the certificate I getthe infoim- 
ation from the relations and friends Some 
insanes are brought by the police without any 
relations In that case the information is got 
from the police When the police pick up an 
insane in the bazar, they cannot know any- 
thing about him, unless they can discover his 
relations in the neighbourhood Sometimes bai- 
ragiB and people of that class are biought up 
without any information having been gathered 
abont them In all other cases the relations come 
to the hospital voluntarily with the insane or are 
brought by the police I think that in the major- 
ity of cases I get no information as to cause of 
insanity The mendicants form the great majonty 
of cases, and it is difficult to get any information 
about them The insanes in the asydum may be 
langcd under two classes, the majoiity about 
whom no information can be got, and the minority 
about whom I have made enquiry from their 
fnends In the case of any insane man about 
whom there is no history, it is impossible to state 
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the cause ot insniity la the majoiity of cases 
theiefoie the cause is eiitoied as unknown The 
only gioimd, as fni as I can remembei, on which 
I would entei cause would bo the infoiraation o£ 
friends oi the statement of the insane after he bad 
lecoveied his wits If no othei cause of insanity 
was given, and the friends told me that the 
patient consumed hemp, or he himself admitted 
the habit, I should certainly entei hemp as the 
cause I think it is only the excessive use and 
not the rooderito use of hemp winch may, and 
often does, cause insanity , and I have not, as 
Superintendent of the Asylum, hitheito distin- 
guished between the modeiato and excessive use 
in these enquiries, bee lusc that information has 
not been called for, and because for my put poses 
as Civil Surgeon I should accept the statement 
that the hemp was used ns impl 3 ing the excessive 
habit 

In regaid to case No 7 of the asjlum cases of 
1892, after having lead question and answoi 
No 4 of tlio statement of Jatanand, the lunatic’s 
fatliei, I should still hold to the view that bhang 
was the cause ol insanity, beciuse I should not 
believe that the use was modento, i c , to saj^, 
bavmg this evidence only and no other histoiy of 
cause, I should he inclined to consider bhang the 
cause 

In legaid to case No 6 of the asylum cases of 
1892, I see that the evidence collected at the 
recent enquiiy is cleiily to the effect that the in- 
sane did not use tlie drugs, but m view of the 
fact that in the as}lum the insane showed himself 


qufte familiar with the mode of preparation of the 
diug, and actually smoked it m my presence, 1 
rhject the evidence and accept the insane’s state- 
ment, though he is still a lunatic and clearly in- 
eoirect in his aiithmctic m regard to the quanti- 
ties of the di ug he used to consume, and attri- 
bute the case to hemp diugs 

Hcmp-dnig insanity is diagnosed from the 
cause There is notjpeof such insanity The 
hemp diug may be the piedisposing or exeiting 
ciusc of insanity I should not bo disposed to siy 
generally uhetlicr the predisposing or the excit- 
ing causa w is the more important Heredity is 
the most important predisposing cause If I had 
the history of heredity and the evidence of the 
hemp-drug habit, I should record it, and it 
would appear in my returns as a hemp-drug case 
Heiedity is the predisposing, and hemp drugs the 
cxLitiiig, cause in such n case, but hemp drugs 
only would appear in my returns If I had i 
bi>.toiy ol the hemp drug habit and grief, I should 
recoid it ns a caso of toxic insanity 

In caso No 11 of the asv him cases of 1892, 
legarding which a further enquiry was made, ac- 
Ci-ptiiig as true the statement of Ailmal, ns record- 
ed by mo, I should find it difficult to say which of 
the two causes, hemp drugs and grief, was to ho 
regarded ns the more potent I should consider 
hemp drugs as the predisposing, and grief as the 
exciting, c inse I should record the case as one 
of toxio insamty 

When tho hemp-drug habit is admitted, I see 
no iciBoii to seek tor any othei cause 


17 Evidence of Surgeon-Majob. W A OorivEiiv, Cictl Suigeoii, SuLlui 


1 Since receipt of this report, I have been con- 
versing with and interviewing some of the natives 
who are addic^ea to the use of these dings, and my 
evidence is based on what I could gather irom them 

2 The defiuitions of the three plants coi respond 
with those enumerated in tho margin, its , bhang, 
chnras, and ganya , hut only one variety of ganja 
seems to he known in this town 

19 Ganya and clnras are used only for smoking 
in this district At times they aie mixed with 
tobacco 

23 Bhang is never smoked by Sindhis Tia- 
velling fakirs and banias fiom Hindustan smoke 
it, hut veiy raiely Travellers also occasionally 
chew it and dunk water over it This is done 
only occasionally, when the usual pot and mash 
stick aie not available on a yourney 

28 C/‘aras — Moderate consumers use about a 
pice worth pei diem, whilst excessive consumeis 
about an anna’s worth or more 

Ganja , — Moderate consumers use about a pice 
worth per diem, while excessive consumeis about 
an anna’s woitli oi more 

Bhang — Modeiate consumers about one pice 
woi th Excessive consumers about an anna’s woi th 
daily, the moie habitual ones consuming at 
times two annas pei diem 

29 The iiigiedients mixed with bhang some- 
times are — 

Aniseed 
Cinnamon 
Cardamom 
Coriander seed 
and 


Sugai in the form I - , 

ofp.tta^sa jfoiswocteiimg 

No pieparation known iis hbiiig mn'sala sold in 
these parts 

30 Cliaras and ganya arc alwavs indulged in 
III company, as a pice worth will sometimes serve 
two or more persons 

Bhang IS also, as a rule, diiink incompiny, 
veiy seldom 18 It diunk in solitude Kespectable 
women sometinips dunk bhang, but not cliai is or 
ganya Prostitutes, besides drinking hiiang, smoke 
charas Childreu do not smoko oi dnnk any of 
these drugs 

31 If these drugs aie indulged in daily, two or 
tlnee weeks are sufficient to form the habit If 
only occasionally used, the habit becomes grafted 
in one after three oi four months, and, the habit 
once formed, is difficult to break o& 'there is 
said to he a tendency for the modeiate to develop 
into the CXCCSSU 0 habit 111 the use of these dings 
where the coiiBuraeis can afford to spend the extra 
money In the caso of habitual consumers who 
are poor the same quantity is said to he eoiisiiraed 
daily, os they cannot afford to inereaso their daily 
outlay 

32 In some Muhammadan marriages hliniig is 
served up with sweetened water, especially in the 
summer months This praotice is not essential, 
and the consumption IS temperate, neithei is this 
custom said to he likely to lead to the formation 
of the habit On a few Hindu holiday s, such as 
the Shiv Ghiii (llth of month) and Chatn (Ingin- 
iimg of Hindu year), and on Sundays in Hindu 
temples, bhang is occasionally indulged in, purely 
as a social and not a religious custom, and is in 
no way compulsory 


^ for cooling , 
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S6 Alcohol IS not considered to be now used as 
a substitute for any hemp drug, although it is 
partaken of in v\ inter, as bhang, which is a coohng 
mixture, is reserv ed for the summer months 

87 Chaias is admitted to be the most injurious 
form in which hemp is consumed, and is said to 
bring on cough Asthma will prove injurious to 
the lungs Ganja, whnh is very rarely used in 
these parts, is said also to give n=e to chest affec- 
tions , but its action is much slower than that of 
charas These two drugs are, as a rule, used by 
fakirs in Sind more than by any other class 

Bhang — This drug indulged in moderately is 
said to do no harm. It is the general drink 
throughout Sind Unlike alcohol, its first effect is 
cooling, and later on a sensation of warmth is 
experienced "VI hen smoked by fakiis and jogis, 
as it IS sometimes, its effect is moie injurious than 
when drunk It is not supposed to produce in- 
sanity 

40 Bhang is said to be used by hakims for 
piles on account of its cooling properties, for stric 
ture and ulcers Not used for cattle disease. 

41 Bhang used in moderation is beheved to be 
beneficial as— 

(1) a digestive, 

(2) alleviating fatigue, but only whilst its 
effects list, the reaction being great, 
but again it is believed that a person 
not indulging in these drugs is always 
better off than one addicted to their 
use, 

{ 3) not used as a febrifuge , 

(4) as an aphiodisiae 

42 Yes , harmless to a certain degiee, as bhang 
in moderafaon acts as a digestive and has a cooling 
'effect when partaken in the summer months 

44 The immediate effect of these drugs on a 
consumer is intoxication and a subsequent feeling 
of languor They do not allay hunger, and only 
create an appetite in old and excessive consumers 
The effects of charas and ganja are immediate and 
last about two hours, while those of bhang are 
experiPiiced after about half or three-quaiteis of 
an hour, and last about three hours Theie are 


no after-effects , but the want of subsequent grati- 
fication to confirmed drinkers and smokers causes 
depression and a waving for more, which if not 
satisfied cieates great uneasiness 

45 Ihe moderate use of these drugs does not 
produce any immediate noxious effects, hut if 
bhang is indulged in for a considerable period, it 
impairs the constitution and produces emaciation 
At first it acts jUS a digestive, but afterwards 
impairs it, gives nse to asthma and bronchitis, 
but not dysentery It induces laziness and habits 
of immora'ity at first, and when continued for any 
long peiiod, it deadens the intellect, but is never 
said to give rise to insanity Indulgence in charas 
and ganja is said to impair the sexual organs 

46. This habitual excessive use has the same 
effect, but in a shorter time and to a more marked 
degree 

47 Neither the habitual moderate nor excessive 
use of any of these drugs is admitted to be here- 
ditary or to affect the issue of consumers, but 
as the use of charas and ganja is said to impair 
the sexual organs, it is reasonable to suppose that 
the issue is to some extent affected. 

49 Prostitutes are said to use all thieo of 
these drugs in proportion to the extent to which 
they have sunk in depravity Used by prostitutes 
for inciting pleasuiable sensations Charas is 
the only one of these drugs said to cause impo- 
tence 

56 Admixture of foreign ingredients with 
bhang is said to weaken its intoxicating powers. 
These ingredients aie enumerated in answer 29 

57 Ganja and charas not eaten or drunk in 
Smd 

In conclusion, of the three drugs, bhang is 
said to be the least harmful, unless regularly 
taken in excess 

Charas — Is the most injurious , but is not, as 
a rule, used by Hindus of these part«, but fakirs 

Ganja — Is not used to any great extent by 
either Hindus or Muhammadans 

Majum — Is a sweetmeat composed of sugar and 
bhang, and is sold in these parts, but to a very 
small extent. 


18 Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, Edward Mackenzie, Manoia, Karachi, 

Sind 


1 An acquaintance with natives of India who 
weie ,in the habit of using hemp diugs, extend- 
ing over a period of twenty-five years 

2 Yes Bhang as bhang, less commonly as 
sabzi and sahi Chaias as charas Ganja as 
ganja 

19 Yes Also medicinally to a slight extent 
for coughs, asthma, colic, etc , and no doubt forms 
an ingredient, like opium, mixed with spices and 
camphor, of the pills in favour with persons of 
low morals loi exciting sexual desires 

23 No 

28 (a) Eiom quarter to half anna per diem 

(6) Up to two annas pei diem 

2*3 Bhang is sweetened and taken in liquid, 
mixed or unmixed, with spices Ganja (charas 
less so) IB smoked with tobacco Other admix- 
tures are not used m Sind No, but hemp is sold < 
as a sweetmeat under the name of majum 

30 To a very considerable extent, both in soli- 
tude and in company, equally by both sexes in 
vol Vll 


Sind in women the elderly, in men the young 
adults, in the former from acquired habit, in the 
latter foi immoral purposes I do not think the 
female sex partake of it to anything like the 
same extent in other parts of India Hemp is 
not given to children 

31 (a) and (6) Yes 

(c) Excepting in the case of debauchees, mode- 
ration IS the lule 

83 Nil 

86 Alcohol IB not substituted for bhang in a 
person habituated to the use of the latter , but the 
former being at hand and getting into more gene- 
ral use, IS partaken of moie freely than before, 
and in this way would les=eu the use of bhang, 
especially in the cise ot the rising generation, ’ 
many of whom take alcohol to assimilate in habits 
to the European 

37. All have -imilar intoxicant effects, varying 
in intensitj, ganja being more poweiful and heat- 

2 p 
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iDg in its efifecfc than bhang, and charas more eo 
than ganja, 

39 As the stronger products o£ hemp aie 
smoked, smoking would seem to be the nioie in- 
lurious form of consumption Of the effect of 
either towards producing insanity I am not lu a 
position to give an opinion I believe the eileot 
of drinking or smoking in a person nnaecustomed 
to lb would be intoxication meigmg into frenzy 

40 Hakims have long been in the habit of , 
prescribing it for tdtanns both in man and cattle 
It uas also in use, as stated before, as an anli- 
spasmodic, also exteinally as an anodyne 

41, I do not think 60 ^ Those who are in the 
habit of nsing them put foiwaid the plea that 
they ineiease the appetite, give staying-power 
under seveie exertion or exposure and alleviate 
fatigue They do not act beneficially in auy way, 
not even as a febrifuge or antipenodic 

42 I consider the use of hemp cannot be said 
to be harmless The intoxication produced by it 
in beginners may be of so violent a chaiaeter as 
to lead the person under its influence to the perpe- 
tration of acts of crime 

44 It 16 said to be refreshing and does not pro- 
duce intoxication It is said to allay hunger and 
to create appetite The effect is only transient 
Theie aie no after-effects Yes 

45. (ff) Not perceptibly, but the tendency is 
towards an impairment of these faculties 

(i) and (c) Not perceptibly 

(d) No 

(«) Yes , it does induce to laziness and habits 
of immoiahty 

( /) As a cause of permaneut insanity I am 
not prepaied to express any opinion as I have not 
seen any cases, I have wet with a few cases of 


frenzy induced by it, which might he classed 
undei temporary insanity, but the symptoms passed 
off after prolonged sleep induced by medicines 
The latter is more probable. 

My opinion is that the habit of using hemp 
preparations is to be reprobated, as it is not bene- 
ficial in any way On the otliei hand the first 
use of hemp is often accompanied by deeds of vio- 
lence and those long addicted to it suffer from im- 
paiiment of the phjsical, mental and moral 
powers, and evidence is to be found of its being a * 
potent cause of peimanent insanity -• 

46 Habitual excessive use may impair the 
moial sense and lead to insanity 

47 Not perceptibly 

48 The offspimg of the habitual excessive con- 
sumei might be weak-miuded or idiotic 

49 I believe it is h 3 ’' males I am not aware 
that piostitutes use it Used for sexual purpose, 
the habit would be more ia 3 urious Impotence 
might result fiom it 

50 As an aphiodisiac the excessive use of 
these drugs would not he resorted to ordinarily 

66 Not used in the form of an admixture in 
Sind, noi do I think it is a common practice any- 
wheie Dhatura, for the commission of theft, is 
sometimes mixed with hemp to ensure a victim 
being rendeied unoonseious, and opium is some- 
times taken with it as an aplirodisnc, but I have 
never beard of its being mixed with nnx vomica, 
belel-nnt or eanthaiides Nux vomica may enter 
the bhang drink of the regulai moderate consumer 
on account of its tonic properties 

57 They aie not eaten or drunk in Sind nor 
have I any knowledge of then effect when eaten 
or drunk I should suppose the effects would be 
much greatei, these preparations being more 
active and powerful than those of bhang 


19 JEvidence of Assistant Surgeon, G M Dixon, Medical Officer and Superin- 
tendent, Nat a Jail 


1 I have been in Smd in charge of this jail for 
upwards of two years, aud during this period, 
while the jail was in the outlying district of Thai 
and Paikar and Khadi in Shah Hunder subdivi- 
sion, Karachi, I have come in contact with many 
cultivators and free labourers who use bhang (one 
of the pioducts of the Indian hemp plants) in 
moderate doses After the receipt of an intima- 
tion from the Assistant Commissioner in Sind 
selecting me a medical witness to give evidence 
before the Indian Hemp Diugs Commission, I have 
tried to obtain information regaiding these diugs 
from some of my subordinates and some of the 
town population I hive also leoeived some in- 
formation fiom some prisoners who Lave been trans- 
ferred to this 3 ail from Karaolii, Shikarpnr, and 
Hyderabad distiicts Such being the case, the 
information applies mainly to the desert distncts 
of Sind Besides Smd, I have been in other parts 
of the Bombay presidency, viz , some parts of the 
Deccan, Conkan, and North Canara, and I have 
therefore added any infonnation I possess regaiding 
these parts of the presidency 

i Sobzi is the term used by a majority of 
people for the first product The lowci ordeis 
call it bhang The high class detest to call it' 
bhang, because bhang consumers are called bbangis, 
und a bbangi also means a sweeper, 


Ganja , — All the varieties appear to be sold under 
one name, ganja 

Chans is the lesin which forms the active 
principle of the plant, 

19 Ganja and chaias aie, ns a rule, used for 
smoking only It is said that ganja and charas 
are eaten by a sect of religious mendicants called 
Aghoiees or Aghoipanthees and Nangas Tide 
answer 57 

28 Not known 

28 The question of deciding as to what is the 
average daily allowance per head is a very difficult 
one to decide, because these di ugs are consumed, 
as a rule, in company, so that at times it appears 
to so happen that one individual consumes more 
than another, besides a good deal depends upon 
modes of living and the temperament of the con- 
sumers For example, a person who is able to 
provide himself with ai good supply of saechanne 
and fatty food will consume largei quantity than 
those who are not so favourably placed From 
the enquiries 1 have made the following tables 
have been fiaraed, showing the approximate daily 
illowance per head The cost is s iid to vary in 
different districts For instance, in Umuikote, 
Khipro and Sanghar talukas of Thar Paikar dis- 
tricts snhzi sells at 2 seers (42bs) per rupee. 



276 


while in Hyderabad bazar at Rs 1-4 to Rs 1-8 per 
seer (2Ibs ) 

1 — JPor liahitual moderate consumers 


“NatBea oi the 
drug 

Ayerage nllowanco 
per day 

Cost 

fiemarke 

Sabzi 

l to3 tolas 

I to ^ anna ' 

'Note —Price 

t 


\ 

1 

1 

1 vanes ia 
[ cording to 
r the dis 

1 triota 


Ganja 

^ tola 

1 to I5 annas 

1 

Charas 

i dram 

f to 1 anna ' 


S — ‘'■For hahihtal excesstie consumers 

Nam«a of 
drags 

AveragA allowance 
per day 

Cost 

Eematla 

Sabzi 

6 tolas 

2 annas 

1 Note —Price 




vanes m 

Ganja 

2 tolas 

3 to 4 annas 

■ difforent 
, districts 

Charas 

to 2 drams 

to 2 annas . 

1 


29 Among the high class Hindus, a prepara- 
tion called thadal is piepared cont'^ining a very 
small quantity of subzi admised with sugai candy, 
poppy seeds and some spices The object appears 
to be to make it a pleasant and palatable dnnk 
Bhaug massala not known, Ganja and charas 
are always smoked admixed with tobacco, and the 
object appears to be to remove the initative pro- 
pel hes of the drug 

30 The consumption of these drugs is, as a 
rule, practised in company, m a very few instan- 
ces in solitude It is mainly confined to male sex, 
and the habit seems to be acquired about the time 
of puberty It is not usual foi children to con- 
sume any of these drugs It is possible that 
childien seeing their fathers taking subzi, ask 
for some, and the fathers just to satisfy their 
cunosity, give them a little 

31 The habit of consuming subzi is said to be 
easily formed in many cases Tbe habit is, 
as a rule, very difficult to break off It does 
happen at times that moderate habit of taking 
subzi develops into the excessue, especially when 
the consumer gets into some family squabble or 
misfoitune 

32 There does not appeal to exist any social 
custom regiiding the consumption of any of these 
drugs Dr Dymock, in bis Mateiia Medica, 
says "that on festne occasions large quantities 
of bhang are consumed by almost all classes of 
Hindus ” So far as I am informed, it docs not 
appear essential for the Hindus to partake of 
these drugs on religious festive occasions Pei- 
haps some of the Hindu shastras will be able to 
throw some light on this pomt 

36 No reason to think so 

37 The effects m the case of gauja and charas 
aie about the same , in case of charas tbe intoxi- 
cation 16 brought about sooner than in case of 
ganja Modeiate subzi dnnking increases ap- 
petite and produces mild intoxicant effect 

39 The dunking of subzi is less injurious than 
smoking ganja or ehaias, because the diug has 
to pass through the stopoach and the liver befoie 
entering the geneial circulation, so tkat the 
active pnnciple is possibly modified by the gas- , 
trie and biliary secretions 

In the ease of ganja and chaias, combmed with 
the nicotine of the tobacco admixed, isabsoibed by 
the blood duiing the process of oxygenation of the 
blood in the lungs and thence conveyed to heart 
and the general circulation Moderate subzi drink- 
ers aie as a rule healthy 
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40 Subzi is largely us6d by native tabibs and 
hakims for medicinal purposes as an anodyne 
sopoiifie, astnngent and foi gonoiihaa and gleet 
and m many uterine affections Charas smoking 
IB prescribed by some to relieve asthma Ganja 
smoking is given in tetanus and scoipion bite 

41. From what I haVe seen of the working 
classes in Sind and fiom the information I have 
received, I consider that moderate use of subzi (a) 
increases appetite, ^5) gives staying-power under 
exertion oi exposure, and alleviates fatigue, (c) acts 
as a febrifuge in malarious tracts Almost all 
whom I have asked have testified to the modeiate 
use of subzi acting as a digestive and giving them 
staying-powei under severe exposure and alleviat- 
ing fatigue While this jail was in *Ihar and 
Parkar distnet in some malarious places, but veiy 
few of the surrounding free population came to be 
treated for fevers at this jail hospital, and among 
these men the modeiate drinking of subzi was 
prevalent 

In April and May last, when my camp Was at 
Khadi, Baiogoza Bund, a malarious and tmt- 
ot-lhe-way place in Shah Bunder subdivision of 
Karachi district, there Weie over a thousand free 
laboureis worlnng on the Bund, and among theqi 
there were but a few cases of fever, and nO Case of 
sunstroke, although they used to work in the sun 
under a temperatuie varying from 130° to l40°F , 
tbe tempenture in the shade being about 
110°P Although I was not in direct medical 
charge of these free labouiers, still, in older to pro- 
tect the general health of my prisoners, I used to 
go about amongst the free laboureis to find out if 
tbeie was much sickness or epidemic among them, 
and good many of these free labourers used to take 
moderate quantity of subzi in the day time' after 
finishing their work Kbadi is a small Village 
containing about 60 fishermen, who have their tem- 
poraiy huts at tbe place during the fishing season 
These people used to take subzi in modeiate doses 
and all appeared to me to be heathy Sunstroke 
and fever uere almost unknown among them 

42 The queiy does not Call for any lemark, my 
opinion being as stated above 

44 Tbe immediate effect of modeiate dose of 
subzi IS refreshing to the consumei, allays hungei, 
creates appetite, produces slight intoxication 
These effects pass off in about a couple of houis 
without leaving any bad symptoms behind 

46 From the enquiries I have made and the 

information obtained, I am of opinion that mode- 
rate use of subzi does not pioduce any noxious 
effects, physical, mental or moral. Small doses of 
subzi are said to sharpen memoiy and vivify imagin'- 
ation > 

No sufficient data to discuss tbe question of 
causation of insanity by hemp diugs So far as I 
, have observed, moderate doses of subzi do not lead 
to msaUity 

47 In tbe sense of tbe hereditaiy taint of dis- 
eases, such as scrofula, phthisis, syphilis, etc , siibjii 
habit does not appear to be a hereditary habit, nof in 
arty way to affect the childien of moderite con- 

I sumeis Boys when they approach tbe age 6f 
puberty and have to work tor themselves or assist 
‘ their fatheis in earning livelihood, take small doses 
' of Subzi , the idea being that tbe boys think that 
, the dunk taken by their fathers must be pioduc- 
' tive ofsomd benefit Giils who do household duties 
do not take subzi 

49 Subzi foi apbrodisiacal purposes is taken m 
form of a sweetmeat called majum, prepared with 

3 p 3 



milk, glice, sugar, leduced copper, silver, gold, and 
musk, nux vomica and opium Not known to be 
so used by piostitutes 

50 Excessue use of bomp is said to load to 
diopsy 

56 The effects of moderate uses of subzi are 
said to be very salubrious to the gcneial consti- 
tution by the cultivatois Dliatura is said to be 
used foi to be admixed with hemp bj some thugs 
in some p irts of Upper India. 

67 Ganja and charas are said to bo eaten by 
a sect of religious mendicants called Aghorees or 
A^orpanthees I hey are said to live in the 
vicinity of Benares, the holy city of the Hindus, 
and in the Girnar hills in Ivathiawai Some saj 
Aghorees eat charas piepaied in human fat. 
Ganja and chains are also eaten bj a sect called 
Nangas, who live soraowhero in Cutch 

General remarh^ — Though hemp is cultivated 
as a cold season annual in man) parts of Western 
India, yet as a drug it is chiefly produced in a 
limited area In North Canara it is but sparing- 
ly giown In the Deccan it is also grown to 
a small extent in rich black soil It is largel> 
grown in Sind It is sown in June or Julj, and 
thiives remarlvably when watered and manured, 
and IS ready for cutting in December In North 
Canara in the Deccan Concan the fibre of this 
hemp IS not oxtiaoted for economic purposes 

Dr Stocks on the subject of Indian Hemp in 
1818 wrote — “The plant grows well in Snd, 
and if it should be found advintageoiis, politically 
or financially, to grow htmp for its fibre, then 
Sind would be a very propel climate ” 

It is said tint in some places hemp plant is 
grown round jowari and bain eultnations to 
prevent the jowan and bajri plants fiom being 
attacked by certain insects It is possible thit 
the strong smell of the resin exuding from the 
leaves of the hemp plant may be acting as a ger- 
micide 'Ihis point requiies to be fully enquired 
into 

One incident occurred during the couisc of my 
enquiries which has led me to express my opinion 
on the hemp drug question Happening to come 
across an elderly man, a cultivator, whom I asked 
to give me some information on the subzi plant, 
the answer I received was to the effect — " Sir, 
why 16 the Sirkar going to enquire into the subzi 
plant, let the Sirkar first enquire into the whis- 
kies and sodas consumed by sahiblogues,” After 
saying this, the man bidding good-bye to me went 
away Such a pregnant remark from the lips of 
an illiterate man led me to think seriously about 
the question of comparing the uses and effects of 
subzi versus alcohol, and I have appended a sepa- 
rate memo giving my opinion thereon. 

The Indian hemp drugs problem has to be con- 
sidered in then religious, political, financial and 
medical aspects The first three lie beyond my 
province, and I will consider the question in a 
medical point ,of view. In such an important 
matter it is the duty of a physician as a practical 
man to argue the pros and cons of the question 
and give a candid opinion on the subject With 
due deference to the opinion which may be express- 
ed by my medical biethren in various parts of 
India, and with due respect to the opinion which 
may be expressed by able and well-experienced 
medical officers of that distinguished body of the 
Indian and Army Medical Set vice who have done 
so much to investigate the Materia Medica of 


India, I humbly beg to saj that I consider the 
hemp plant to be a veij useful one to the labour- 
ing classes in Sind, but the use of it lias bem 
much abused by some religious mendicants In m\ 
opinion whit porter is said to nc to the woil ing 
classes in England, snbzi is to the woikitig classes 
in Sind To tlie labouniig and cultiv iling chests 
III Sind who live in villages Tarawa} from mcdnal 
aid, it f 01 ms a household remedy in fact a iiiiiii- 
nture dispensary to then families 

Supposing the hemp plant is an evil, can it bo 
siippicssed with the stroke of a pen? If so, vihat 
will be the suflerings of those who already take it 
in moderate doses, and what means will the State 
tike to give them an effective and equally cheap 
substitute foi subzi ? If snbzi is stopped, thev 
might take to alcohol fcountry liquor), which is 
much dearer and worse than subzi As to the 
effects of alcohol, 1 cinuotdo bettei than quote the 
following from the Hindoo Falnot — 

“ <Wc have daily — nay hourly — evidence of the 
ravages which the brandv bottle is making 
upon the flower of our society Wealth, rank, 
honour and character, health and talents have all 
perished in the blighting presence of this huge 
monster, NotwithsLinding tlie improved educa- 
tion and resources of our higher cl is^es, it is a 
notorious fact that they cm now save vciy little, 
and this new feature of our domestic and social 
economy is in a great measure due to the fell drink 
craving Families once flourishing have been re- 
duced to .absolute pauperism by the w reck brought 
byit“ 

(Pago .'55 of papers for young men, Madras 
Religious Book Society', S P C K, Vepery, 1889 ) 
This was written some foui yeirs ago, and it is 
doubtful whether this state of things has improv- 
ed since then 


Ttie Prov 
WIII.v 29-35 


Has such a gnphic picture ever been drawn 
by any Indian or English 
chnptcr qpaper as rcgaiffs subzi ? 
What do our ow n Scriptuies 
say icgarding wine and strong drink? Solomon 
the wisest, about one thousand years befoie Christ, 
gave an account of the wine bibber, from which it 
will be 'cell that with eveiy dose of wine there is 
craving for an increased quantity until the 
individual goes into the stitc of seeking it yet 
again when ho awakes, and this remark stands 
good up to this day 


The abuse of subzi can be checked by legisla- 
ture fixing the minimum quantity to bo possessed 
by an individual ns may be decided by a gcneial 
consensus of medical opinion in India 


As regaids ganja and charas I think their 
general use should be discouriged by levying 
higher duties on these articles, and the increase in 
levenue so obtained utilized in establishing dis- 
pensaries in out-of-the-way places m Sind wher- 
ever considered advisable. 


In conclusion, I beg to say that the information 
has been gathered during the few spare hours m 
the midst of my arduous and lesponsiblo duties, 
and during this shoittiinel have attempted to 
obtain as much information as I could, but it is 
not so exhaustive as I would desire Besides the 
position of a Jail Superintendent, when appointed 
' to get information on such a subject where public 
and State interests are involved, is a very delicate 
one, and his malung enquiries into such muttcis 
is looked upon by some of the pubhc with a certain 
amount of appiehension. 
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Compa) ative Statement showing the Effects and Jfedioinal Uses of Subzi, one of 
the Indian Hemp UriK/s, and Alcohol (in its various forms) 




1 Jtodente dose-! act iis a 
di 5 ,cstno befiiie food 

2 In small doses habitual* 
I\ tal en docs not lead to in- 
ciei ed criuing desiie 

d Not known to ))iodice 
abscess of the liver 

4 Used as a diuretic 

5 Used for curinj, gonoi 
rhaa and gleet 

C Used as an application 
for painful piles 

7 Used for scorpion bite 

8 Used 111 various uterine 
affections 


Alcohol 


1 Stimulates appe'ite in 
modeiate doses before food 

2 Moderate doses Imbit- 
iially taken lead to incieiscd 
oiaviug foi alcohol 

3 In m iiiv cases liver ah 
scess can be ti iced to akohul 

4 Acts as a diuretic in large 
doses 

6 Strictly piohibitod in 
gonorrhoea and gleet 

G Not so used 

7 Not BO used 

8 Not BO used except as a 
stimulant to support Strength 
of the patient 


9 "Veiy little effect on 
geneial tissue change 

10 There is but little ev 
citement of circulation 


n Used m u hooping cough 
and bionchitis 

12 U«cd in dnirhcea, d\ 
sonteiy and cholera 

13 Used ns nntispasmndic 
m various noiaous disordois 




9 In small and moderate 
doses lessens and in large 
doses incrrases tissue change 

10 Excites ceiebral cirou 
lation then begins to pai nl^ si 
vaiioi s paits of the biytin in 
the inv erse order of their de 
velopment (Biunton s Phar 
macology, page 200) 

11 Not so used 

12 Not so used except as 
a stimulant to support the 
system 

13 Not so used 


20 Eudeiue of Assistant Singeon, J E Bocarro, Lcctnrei , Medical School, 

Hgdei abad (Stud) 


1 Six yeais’ piivate piactice among a class o£ 
people, a laige number o£ whom aie habitual eon- 
sumeis o£ the drug in one oi moic o£ its various 
forms Caiefnl local inqmry Peisonal ohsena- 
tions made, and expeiienoe gamed, by espeiiments 
speenlij conducted Imestigations into the 
lustoiy of neatly 150 select cases, compnsmg both 
Hindus and JIubammadans, young and old, o£ 
both sexes, a aiy mg between the ages o£ 15 years 
and 80 yeats (excludmg £emales under 30), lecent 
andold, modeiate and immodeiate consumeis, those 
in the habit o£ using the drag ‘ plain,' oi in 
combmation with ' bhang massala / and those 
habituated to the use o£ the bhang alone, oi to- 
gethei with ehaias, oi gania, oi opium, oi dhatuia, 
or with tu 0 01 moie o£ these drugs at the same 
time Furthei, my cases include individuals 
engaged in diffeient kinds o£ occupations, and o£ 
vanous status in life, the well-to-do as well as the 
pool 

2. Yes The pioduets aie locally known as 
bhang, chains and ganja respectively 

]3hang=diied leaves -f capsules Gan]a=flat 
ganja Chaias=iesin (geneially adulteiated) 

19 Yes, as £ai as I have been able to asceitain 

23 No 

28 (a) One pint of “ panga,” cost about one 
pie 

(b) One pint of “ ghata bhang ” (equal in 
stiength to about 3 pmts of “ panga ”), cost thiee 
pies 

29 The ingiedients aie — 

(a) Oidinaiily— khaskhas, eoiiandei, black 
peppei 

(J) Exceptionally — fennel seeds, losebuds, 
melon seeds, kasni 

(c) Veiy exceptionally — almond, milk 

Of the drags enumeiated in this section none 
enter into the composition of the bhang diaught 
As an admixture, dhatuia is sometimes used with 
gania, seldom with bhang, and is employed with 
the object of stiengthening then intoxicating 
effects Chaias is always used with tobacco, the 


lattei being emploj ed as a medium foi smoking 
the drag Ganja, when smoked in modeiation, is 
also mixed with tobacco, sometimes by itself 

“Bhang massala,” commonly and oidinaiily 
sold in Sind in all bhang shops, contains the fol- 
lowing ingiedients to 6 tolas of bhang is added 
khaskhas about 1 tola, black peppei ^ of a tola, 
coiiandei and kasni seeds (sometimes) of each 
i tola 

In Sind, by fai the gieatei numbei of cases employ 
bhang in its plain state, m the foim of a fiesh 
mixtuie obtained by maceiation m cold uatei and 
stiaimng Oidinaiily, the ingiedients added aie 
khaskhas, black peppei and conandei These aie 
bruised in a mortal and i educed to a pulp by the 
aid of watei, and then added to the mixture al- 
leady made Black peppei and coiiandei aie em- 
ployed with the object of destroying the bilious 
tendency which the drag induces, and, to a ceitaui 
extent, to flavoui the potation Khaskhas serves 
to biighten the coloui of the mixture and lendei it 
pleasing to the eye, the ongmal daik gieen eoloui 
of the fluid being leplaced by a pleasant pale 
gieen The poppy seeds, howevei, aie supposed^ 
to have certain isadvantages By then use, the 
mixture is said to become slightly aciid to the 
taste and stiongei in its effects, especially in its 
Eoponfie action It is also believed that they tend 
to inciease the quantity of bile in the system 
Hence, when kliaskhas is used, black peppei and 
conandei ai'e invanably also added 

The plam potation is piefeiied by the majority 
uiespective of class, the iich and the pooi alike 
partakmg of it In the “ tikliinas, ” oi places of 
woiship, every evening, and in some every morn- ‘ 
ing also, a sufficiently laige semee is piepaied foi 
giatuitous distribution not only to legulai fie- 
quenteis, but also to chance visitois, no matter 
who 01 what they may be This plain dimk, as 
distnbuted in the tffihanas, is a veiy dilute mix- 
ture of the drag, only half a tola m about 10 seeis 
of watei, and is known as “ panga ” 

The gioup of ingredients marked (6) is said to 
confer upon the dnnlc lefreshmg e&cts, and is 
generally brought into lecjmsition during the hot 
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season The fluid obtained by the maceration o£ 
the‘c infjiedients in cold water is known as 
“tlndul/' If, a TC&igerant The fust drag of 
this gioup of ingiedicnts IS emplojed on account 
of its carminatne action, seinng to lelieie the 
flatulence which bhang not unfiequently pioduces, 
the rosebuds and melon seeds act as mild laTa- 
tives, and kasni (seed of the Ohtcorum tutybrn), 
bein" a draietic and a mild hepatic tome, is anti- 
bihous m its action and confeis upon the dnnk 
addition il lefngerant pioperties 

The mgicdients mentioned in gioup (c) aie em- 
plojcd only on \ei-y special occasions, e g , religious 
testnals, mainage feasts, etc, and then only by 
the well-to-tlo classes of people In such instances 
the piocess of maceiation is effected eithei iii puie 
milk, or fust in watei, and the milk added subse- 
quently 

Gan 3 a is genei ally smoked with tobacco, some- 
times b) itself Chaias in combination with tobac- 
co alw a) s 

30 As a rale, in solitude a laigei quantity of 
bhang is consumed bj each mduadual than m com- 
pany I should think, to judge fiom my eases, 
on an avei age, about double the quantity Genei - 
ally “ ghata bhang,^^ * e , a stiong mistuie, is used 
in pm ate, while “panga,” te , a weak and dilute 
mistuie, IS distnbuted m company, eg, daily m 
the tiklianas oi places of woikship, at the vaiious 
bhang shops, and at home gathenngs Both 
males and females (adults) paitakeof the potation, 
males in the majonty by fai Young men ovei 18 
sometimes, joung women undei 25 nevei It is 
not usual toi children to consume eithei of the 
thice drags Ganja is used in largei quantities in 
solitude than in company , its use is geneially con- 
fined to adult males, with the e\ception of piosti- 
tutes and the waies of ceitain classes of fakiis 
Chnias is more largely consumed in company than 
in solitude, and is almost entiiely limited to the 
male sex 

81 No, pionded the consumei is not natuially 
of dissipated habits 

Yes, as legaids ganja and cliaias Modeiate 
consumei s of bhang can easily bieak oft the habit, 
as 16 seen in cases wheiethe drag has been employed 
foi medicinal pmposes, oi taken as a lefreslung 
draught diinng the hot season onlj and disconti- 
nued in the cold Eien eonfirmedibhang clunkers 
can bleak off the habit, but, of comse, with diffi- 
culty 

No , so fai as bhang is concerned, I liaie found 
from caieful enquiiy that individuals who ha\e 
used the drag o\ei peiiods aarjingfiom ten to fifty 
1 eais ha\e done so without making any appieciable 
diftoiencc m then daily amount of consumption 
A case w hich came undei my notice of a man fully j 
80 yeais of age, and habituated to taking daily only 
a pice worth of bhang foi foitj-thieo yearn conti- 
nuously, beais out mj statement , and this is not 
the only instance of its land 

32 I liaye simply been able to ascertain that 
the hemp being a plant ‘•acied to Sima, on Slma- 
ratn d ly the followers of Sima dunk bhang as a 
matter of caistom The folloyvers of Dliena Lai, 
the god of waters, use bhang yvath sugar-candj as 
1 mattci of religious principle once a yyeek, iiamelj 
cierj Tiic-daj moiiiing In both cases the dnnk 
ts regarded as e'ceiitial 

\ 

The qiiantitj depends on what the indiyidual is 
111 the habit of consuming usually , which is seldom 
exceeded The habit being already fonned, and 
nciei broken or iclaxed, may oyentually damage 
the constitution, esjieciallj if "the mdividual is also 


addicted to ganja oi chains I know of no custom 
where ganja oi chaias alone is concerned 

36 Haiclly' any^ Those consurmiig anj of these 
drags aie, I find, not satisfied if alcohol be substi- 
tuted foi them , and indulgence m alcohol does not 
destioj the ciayang foi bhang when once the habit 
of taking it has been foimed Pieconcened ideas 
of the beneficial effects of bhang, especially as being 
a “qmet” intoxicant as compaied wnth “boistei- 
ous ” alcohol, militate against the substitution 

37 Yes, the effects of bhang dunking diffei 
mateiially fiom those of chaias and ganja smoking, 
and the effects of the lattei also diffei fiom each 
othei in certain particulais Caieful obsenations 
of many cases haye helped me to lecoid the follow- 
ing notes of then effects, and the points which 
distinguish one fiom the othei The effects of 
ganja and chaias might be compaied as follows — 

Ganja Oharas 


Jlilder and slower in its ao- Stronger and more rapid 
tion 

Intoiica ion commences 10 Intoxication commences with 
to 15 minutes after smok the yery lirst pull at the 
inj, nh Mum 

I " 

Effects last from half to one Effects last fiom 15 to 20 
hour minutes 

produces oxcessivo dryness Same, but more marked 
of the lips, mouth, and 
throat 

Hoaits action incrcised at Bents action depressed from 
first nlteryraids lowered, the first, abo the pulse 
so also tho pulse (In one case the pnbe be- 

came irregular and inter- 
mittent ) 

Conjunciiy'B suffused, and in f'Onjunctiyai pale , praduallj , 
tonfiiined smokers remain lose then gloss with each 
so permanently PoU at the c/tillum, and 

imally become dull, drj, 
nud mist^ 

PupiN, more oi less dilated Pupils dilated, and more or 

less fixed 

Vision unaffected Vision imp,iircd, for the 

time being 

Kctinal vessels prominent, Eetinal yessels seemed thin 
retinal field pink in colour oud attenuated, the field a 
mail ed by patches of deep pAo kiey hue 
red heio and there 

Respiration quickened Respiiatiun normal or sub- 

normal 

Excites cough with expectoia Bwites a dry spasmodi6 
tion cough 

Destroys appetite, but not Completely destroy s appetite 
completely 

Causes thirst, hut not much Causes exoessiy e thirst 

Mneous membrane of tho Yiicous membrane of mouth 
mouth and throat iiiyected icd throat pale and dry 
and tolor ibly moist 

Tongue red and pointed, Tongue pale flat, dry and 
pap llic piomimnt surface snrfaco covered with 

loUrably moist a *hin fur 

Does not generally constipate Constipates the bowels 
the bowels 

Atfirst individual Is garrulous, No siioh previous stage of 
somet mes boisterous excitement geneinlly 

Soporific effects come on late. Soporific effects come on im- 
bnt last for two oi three mediatclv, art deeper, but 
lioiirs last a briefer time 

Makes up dull and moiost, Wakes np dared and stupid, 
with blood shot oyes and, is inclined to fall ofi to sleep 

goncrallv, a racking head again, feels dizzy when 

ache , mind tolerably cle ir made to sit up, mind dull 
and blnnted 

Complains, on waking up, The same, hut generally also 
of langnor and a feeling of complains of muscular pains 

stillness m all the limbs _ 

1 
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The efects of' hhang, as contrasted with gan^a 
and charas, aie seea m the following desciiption, 
which I ha\e endeavonied to classify nndei four 
heads oi stages — 

Isf stage — Its liist effect is to pioduce excite- 
ment, geneially exhilaration, which lasts for a long 
time as compaied with ganja oi chaias About a 
pie^s worth of “panga'’' piodnces one hom-’s excite- 
ment, and a pice woith of the same, ' the quantity 
oidmaiily consumed by habitual immodeiate eon- 
, sumeis, will cause tluee to foui houis excitement 
In this stage the mind is cleai, imagination excited, 
physical exertion active, the appetite is keen, theie 
IS no dipiess of the mouth and thioat, no tendency 
to constipation, if anything, the movement of the 
bowels IS regulated, no delmum This stage genei- 
ally subsides with profuse mictmition , Habitual 
consumeis who are working men aie satisfied with 
this stage A draught taken in the moimng pie- 
paies them foi their day's woik, and a second le- 
peated at sundown le&eshes them aftei the fatigue 
of the day With by fai the ma 30 iity, howevei, 
the piactice is limited to the eiening di aught only 
A few take it thiee times a day 

27id stage — Intoxication well maiked Genei- 
ally lasts foi' seveial horns Foi the pioduetion 
of this stage a quantity larying fiom a pice to 
two pioe worth is sufficient Fust effect of this 
stage IS pleasant deliimm, geneially mild, some- 
times boisteious, slight dryness of the mouth and 
thioat, and of the bionchial mucous membi-ane , 
nevertheless, appetite is inci eased, but theie is 
constipation, flatulence, and a sense of heat in the 
stomach hluch confusion of thought and of 
ideas, and an unnatuial sense of feai or diead of 
things, the confusion affecting even his own 
individuality Conjunctnai somewhat injected, 
and pupils dilated, vision unaffected, mental 
powei blmied Inci eased sexual appetite, with, 
it IS said, pouei to piolong the sexual act Is 
employed up to this stage by not a few meiely 
fiom habit, oi sometimes to stimulate the sexual 
desiie 

3rd stage — Intoxication is followed by hypnosis, 
and finally a deep sleep, fiom which the patient 
may, howevei, be easily loused to consciousness 
only to fall off again into stupoi TlTien the 
effects weal off, generally in tluee or foui houis' 
time, he ivakes up refieshed, with no pain oi sore- 
ness in the head, 01 bad taste in the month Has 
more or less clear and perfect recollection of past 
things wluchoccuiiedbefoie or during the fit of in- 
toxication In this stage, the appetite is impaired 
and bowels made costive If admimsleied with the 
purpose of allaying pain in any part of the body, 
such pain is not felt under the influence of the 
drag, but reappears when the individual wakes up 
from his sleep , hence, its anodyne effects, as such, 
are temporary 

dth stage — May be of two kinds, aettie and 
cJiTontc In the “acute" form, coma would pro- 
bably follow the employment of the drag in poison- 
ous doses I have had no case to ascertain this fact 
In the “chronic" foim, the effects observed are loss 
of flesh >and bodily vigour, indigestion, swelling of 
the abdomen, pasty skin, weak heart and pulse, 
dropsy, local oi general, congestion of internal 
organs, especially the lungs and hvei, hence chiomc 
bronchitis and piles common, constipation, oi alter- 
nate diaiihcea and constipation, mind excessirely 
tveak, amounting sometimes to dementia melancho- 
lica 

[N B — The experiments conducted by me have 
been with the use of the bazar drags ) 

39, No, it IB m every w'ay more injurious than 


I either diinlang bhang, or eatmg it in the form of 
I “majum" oi conserve My reasons are detailed 
and comprised m section 37 ante, and sections 42, 
44, and 45 seg 

40 Chains and ganja are not emploj ed for medi- 
emal purposes Bhang was in vogue at one time, 
but at the present day very much less faith is placed 
in its medicinal effects by the native doctors Its 
use IS now limited chiefly to external applications, 
to painful sores and ulcere, local swellings, and pain- 
ful joints, on account of the anodyne piopertj it 
possesses .As a vermicide it is used foi ear-aches 
caused by the presence of woims Internally, it is 
brought into leqmsition in eases of fevers where 
msomnia is a maiked symptom It is not admims- 
teied as a febrifuge, otheiwise, because its latei 
effects are supposed to be “ heating" When em- 
ployed in cases of fevers the drag is usually com- 
bined wnth such other substances as possess diapho- 
letic and lefngeiunt action 

In a very dilute form (a quartei tola in 10 seeis, 
or even 20 seeis of water), with oi without the addi- 
tion of mtiate of potassium, it acts as a good diu- 
letie, and is made use of lu acute and chionie 
gonoiihoea Administeied foi this purpose it not 
only dilutes the mane, but also, to some extent 
allajre the bmaung pain duimg mictuiation 

I have made no inqumes into the use of hemp 
in cattle disease, 

41 Yes, bhang, but not either charas or ganja 
(a) Yes, (b) yes, (e) no, (d) medicinal purposes 

42 Compaied with such intoxicants as opium 
01 alcohol, 01 with its sistei -products, chaias and 
ganja, bhang may certainly be said to be harmless 
when consumed in moderate quantities The ener- 
vating effects of chaias and ganja are absent in 
bhang Its harmlessness appears best en evidence 
in those wdio have used the drag over penods vary- 
ing fiom 15 to 40 yeare, and have, notwithstanding, 
lived to a iipe old age In my notes of 150 cases 
and upwards, fully two-thiids are over the age of 
40, a good many have attained the age of 50, and 
not a few^ even 60 years and more I have peison- 
ally examined a large number of those between the 
ages of 40 and 60 years, and have found them to 
be not only sound in all then internal organs, but 
also of good bodily frame - Further, what might 
appear to be a strange thing is that most of them 
have even preserved good vision Cataiactous con- 
dition of the lens is, I obseive, an uncommon thing 
among those who take bhang in moderation In 
the case mentioned under section 31 ante, the indi- 
vidual possessed excellent visual power for his age 
Both chaias and ganja, even m moderation, tend ' 
to detenoiate the health 

44 Slightly stimulating hlmd is cleared Ner- 
vous tone IB tempoianly braced up The indivi- 
dual 18 capable of more exertion than he would be 
able to command when not under its influence 
Pulse and lespuations are quickened Conjunctival 
suffused 

No, unless used in combination with other lefrt- 
geiant substances, and then in as dilute a state as 
possible It warms up the blood in the first in- 
stance, and later on, when the stimulating effects 
are wearing off, it desiccates the mucous membianfi 
of the lips, mouth, and thioat, and bungs on thirst 
Yes, in taiily large doses 

No, on the contiaiy, it sharpens the appetite, 
and in this respect the taction of the drug is certain, 
and to be depended on 

Y'es, eveiy one of mv cases have recorded this as 
a constant effect of the draff 

The peiiod vanes with the general health of the 
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patient and the stiength o£ the solution used The 

ei age penod, I should say, u odd be two horns 
Foice ofc habit, too, has to be taken into eonsideia- 
tion 0£ the cases leooided by me some aie m the 
habit o£ using the drag twice a day, moimng and 
eiening, otheis, once a day only, and then gene- 
lally m the evening, in eithei case, the draught is 
usually taken two oi thiee houis betoie meal-time 
A Smdlu generally takes two piincipal meals in 
Zi houis, one betueen 10 and 12 a at, the othei 
between 8 and 10 P Ji 

"With bhang, none o£ any importance Ganja 
and ehaias, especially the lattei, give use to a dull 
fiontal headache, singing in the eais, weakened 
mental power, much thust, they also impaii the 
appetite, constipate the bowels and concentrate the 
mine 

No I am awaie o£ many instances wheie in- 
dividuals have used bhang only dming the hot 
season, and discontinued its use altogether in the 
cold season, wuthout a craving foi it I can quote 
about 25 cases wheie the drag was taken daily foi 
medicinal purposes, and given up a£teP a few 
months, without any difficdty An habitual eon- 
sumei misses his diaught not on account o£a 
natmal longing £oi it, but simply because of the 
necessity of letiieving his neivous tone, which is 
invaiiably lessened diiectly the stimulating effects 
of the diTig have passed off The eneigy of an 
habitual bhang-drmker foi woik depends almost 
entiiely upon his diaught Theie is no longing oi 
uneasiness, even in the case of ganja oi chains, 
smokeis of the lattei drags will take them when 
they can get them 

45 I cannot say this of bhang, but chains and 
ganja, ev^en in moderate doses, tend to weaken the 
bodily frame, dimmish coipiilency, depiive the 
indmdual of any capability to much physical exei- 
tion, blunt his memoiy, and make a cowaid of lum 
They also impaii the constitution, and injuie diges- 
tion As legaids causing the diseases mentioned, 
I have not a single case on lecoid to wanant such 
a conclusion, so fai as bhang is concerned, but 
several of my cases indicate that the continued use 
of chains aud ganja do cause dysentery and bion- 
chitis I hav'e no histoiy legaiding asthma 

Whethei it impaiis the moial sense, or induces 
laziness, etc , aie questions difficult to answei in 
the affiimative in lefeience to Sindhis It must 
be noted that the Sindlii is, by natme, a slow, 
indolent, apathetic race and subsement to a lax 
moral code, whethei habituated oi not to the use 
of these drags Bad example of the eldeis, and 
the enl influences of society, aie, theiefoie, im- 
portant factors in these questions, and must be 
consideied Hence the deviation fiom a collect 
moral code, as it should exist, cannot be diiectly 
attiibuted to the use of bhang in the lelation of 
cause and effect Without a piedisposing tendency, 
bhang cannot be said to induce laziness oi conduce 
tow aids evnl ways, and the lemaik is equally ap- 
plicable to the moderate use of ganja oi of charas 

No, not when used by itself, oi when fiee fiom 
admivtuies, especially dhatuia, also, not unless 
veneieal excesses 01 self-abuse pav e the way, fui- 
thei, a piedisposing cause, such as a naturally 
weak intellect, murt also exist Bhang of itself, 
except if used in excess, is innocuous to the biaiu, 
and of all combinations, that of bhang and dha- 
tma IS the most haimful in this lespect Bhang 
with the simultaneous use of gan3a oi ehaias may 
give nse to msamty, but a piedisposing cause must 
also exist This question is furthei discussed undei 
section 46 

16 Bliang, emplojed in excess, and its use ex 


tended ov^ei a long penod of time, debilitates the 
sj'-stem and bnngs on emaciation, also causes 
digestive disoideis leadmg to piles and cluonie 
dysenteiy Chiomo bionchitis is common with 
bhang-diinlang in excess Of asthma, I hav e no 
cases That it impaus the moial sense, deadens 
the mtelleet, and leads to evil ways, I have no 
doubt It does not pioduce msamty, unless pie- 
disposing causes exist Ganja and charas may 
cause insanity, but I have no evidence to adduce 

I have on lecoid one case of a young man, <ei 
19, a b7iatoa,vAio was habituated to the moderate, 
use of bhang, and once partook of gan3a in excess 
He had a temjporary attack of acute mama, became 
violent, noisy, and abusive, would ran into the 
stieets naked unless lestiamed His delusion was 
that all his fiiends weie eonspuing to kill him 
The attack, which oecuired some thiee months ago, 
and which subsided undei tieatment, has not re- 
euiied since, but I leain that the individual has 
not again given cause foi it Possibly the symp- 
toms may be le-induced should cause be giv'en 
Among the class of bavvas and fakus, who lead a 
life of indolence and ease, cases of dementia adven- 
titia 01 of chronic melancholic mama, aie some- 
times seen In tw'O cases of this natuie, I had good 
leason to suppose that self-abuse played a piomi- 
nent part, lathei than the abuse of bhang oi gan3a 
I have on lecoid thiee ol mental ^exciiement 
hor deling on insanity in the class of Muhammadans 
known as the “ mawalis (men habitually addicted 
to the nse of intoxicants of all kinds, but especially 
bhang and charas, opium and chandul, and sunk 
in the depth of the intoxicating effects of these 
drags), caused by the combined use of bhang and 
charas In each case, how evei, the fi lends of the 
patients have asserted that the partial mental 
abeiiation was due entuely to the excessive use of 
ehaias, and not of bhang 

The followung case, the only one of its kind I 
know of, may indicate that a peison who is 
dehcient in self-control through weakened intellect 
may become insane hy falling into the me of hemp 
He IB a young Sindhi (Amyl), aged about 20 yeais 
Though bom of sane paients, he was fiom bu-tli a 
simpleton He spent the gieatei part of the day 
in the tikhanas in piayeis and sei-vmg God, as his 
fiiends supposed He theie became habituated to 
taking bhang, in moderate quantities, it is said 
On one occasion he took a stiong dose of physic 
(3amalgota) which moved his bowels some sixteen to 
twenty times This gave him a seveie pain m the 
abdomen for winch he was advised' to take a big 
dose of “ghata'’^ bhang He did 'so, and on 
waking up fiom the stupoi induced by the drag, he 
was found to have gone out of mind completely 
At fiist he manifested signs of acute mama, was 
veiy violent, and had to be lestiained by mam 
foice His delusion was, and still is, that theie 
is some one coming to kill him, aud is in constant 
diead of being thiottled The boy is j et insane, 
but IS not now violent eithei to himself oi to otheis 
There is no history of syphilis in the familj’’, but 
his fnends aie not able to tell me whethei the boy 
was addicted oi not to self-abuse, a vice common 
among the 5 ouths of Sind ^ 

I would heie leeoid also a case of paraplegia 
which came undei my notice some time ago, and 
which was attiihiited to the excessive use of bhang 
The patient is now dead He was a man of about 
35 Aeais, with no histoiy of sj'’phihs or veneieal 
excesses as fai as I could ascertain from the othei 
membeis of the family, and no habit of taking any 
othei naicotic than bhang, except tobacco in 
moderation He used “ ghata’"’ bhang of lus own 
piepaiation twice a day legulailv, and sometimes 



281 


even thice times, besides whit he happened to 
consume wtli his fiicnds in the tiklianas I leain 
tliat he died fiom exhaustion and bed-soies aftei 
tlnee months’ hngeiing illness 

47 No, £oi in the familj^ histoiy of many of the 
caces lecoided by me, I hnd tint, ilthougli the 
paieiits lie habitual consumeis, the ehildien liaie 
not acquued the habit, and, furthei, I can say 
fiom peisonal obseiiations, that the childien of 
modei-ate consumeis aie in no particulai way 
affected by the habit 

IS Enquiiy in this dnection has been met mtli 
veiy piwzlmg lesults In the exeessiie consume!, 
the histoiy of the possibility of an inhcient 
syplulitie 01 soiofulous taint had always to bo con- 
sideied, which inrariably tended to mai conclusions 
I mention this because uhile in some eases the 
childien ha\e appealed to me to be tolerablj 
liealthy, in other cases, wheie a eompaiatnely 
small amount of the drag was consumed daily, the 
offspiin^s weie of exceedingly weak bodily constitu- 
tion, pigeon-chested, thin-haiied, flabby little 
mites 

In foul cases that came under my obseraation, 
the children ueie decidedly rachitic Such condi- 
tions as bad feeding and insamtai-j suiioundings 
add no little to the difficulties m solving this 
question Generallj speaking, it appeals thatcien 
1 he e\ce=si\ e use of the drag does not exert any 
matenal influence upon the health of the childien 

49 No, but piostitutcs use it laigely as a 
stimulant, with the object, it is said, of being able 
to beai the strain of their nefaiious piactice 
Hemp, nomattei in -what form, used in modeiation, 
does not tend to pioducc impotence The histoiy 
of many of mj ca'cs helps mo to entertain' this 
opinion In some of mj cases, more children had 
been born, within a gn on penod, after than before 
the time the fathei had taken to bhangdnnking 

50 Yes, by those in adi anced age, generallj , 
and by the joung of dissipated habits In the 
foim of majum, the native doctoi pi escribes it foi 
this purpose Piostitutcs use bhang oiilj , but not 
onnja oi cliaras, and then only in the day to 
procure sleep Yes, more injunous, because, with 
the general brealung down of the constitution, 
impotence maj follon, and possibly insanity, or at 
least a mental weakness boidcnng on insanitj 
Not dircctlj , in a fen of my cases where impotence 
had occuired, the lowering of the ^noral health 
from lencieal excesses seemed piimanly at fault 

50 Among my cases I have met with seven of 
dhatuia adnuvtuie, bnt none of the other drags 
specified Opium, emplojcd not as an admixtuie, 
but as an additional narcotic to the use of hemp, is 
of pretty frequent occuiicnce The foimei drag 
IB combined with bhang, in moderation, in ordei to 
increase its intoxicating effects iMy obsci rations 
lead me to suppose that opium imparts to the sj's- 
tem tolerance to resist the influence of bhang and 
ganja, for I find that opium-eateis always consume 
and licai well these drags in modeiate quantities, 
especially bhang 

These admixtures lefei to peisonal consumption 
"With regard to bhang oi ganja used in excess 
together with an admixture of dhatuia, I lia\e 
but tno cases, and in both the lattei drag was 
emplojcd to stiengthen the potation Employed 
for the purpose of administration to others, I ha\e 
only hearsay evidence to gi\e I am told that 
dhatuia is sometimes thus clandestinely added 
cither to bhang or ganja, but not to chains, and 
gencially fiom mischievous oi ciimmal motives, 
to piocuie that fanatical excitement as witnessed 
111 some individuals during the Mohaiiam oi Holi 

vol vii, 


festivals, 01 that mental distuibance tantamount 
to insanity constituting the eases known to medi- 
cal junsts as "lunrang amuck ” In the middle 
of 1887 a number of such cases ocouired, and I 
am infonned that in all of them dhatuia was 
employed as an admixture with bhang, and that 
the mental excitement produced, under which the 
indmduals were ready to peipetiate the most 
atiocious Climes, was entuely due to dhatuia 

57 I know of no such cases 

The conclusion I have arrived at with legaid 
to the uses and effects of hemp is, bneflj', as 
follows — That bhang is on the whole, though 
habitually consumed, a harmless drug taken in 
modeiate quantities, and that, used as an intoxi- 
cant, it compaies veiy favouiably, in many points, 
both with alcohol and with opium 

In the first place, it has cheapness on its side to 
recommend it, thus bunging it within the means of 
the poor, in whom, in the declining penod of life, 
an intoxicant is as serviceable, if not more so, as m 
the iieh What, perhaps, is better still is the fact 
that while taken in moderation, like alcohol, it 
invigorates the system and causes exlulaiation , 
taken in large doses, it is a “ qraet ” intoxicant com- 
pared with “ boisterous ” alcohol, and thus free fiom 
the attendant danger to peison, oi property, or 
domestic happiness, which onlj' too often accompany 
the use of alcohol Theie is also but little ten- 
dency foi the habit of bhang-dnnlang to settle in 
the system, and in this respect it differs from the 
habit of opium eating 

Anothci important feature m the use of bhang 
18 its jiecuhai suitableness in lefeience to the climate 
of the country (India), and especially of Sind In 
this piovance, wdieie the heat foi the greater part 
of the year is so gicat and so oppiessiv'e, general 
and indiscnminatc use of alcohol would, I feel 
sure, plaj sad havoc with the constitution of manj, 
and in my mind raises visions of many apoplectic 
brains and congested hveis, of dangers resulting 
flora an overworked heart and over stiainedladneys, 
consequences winch aie now of comparatively rare 
occur lence Again, owing to the excessive heat, 
impair ment oi loss of appetite is not at all an un- 
common thing, and in this respect, too, the pecu- 
liar adaptibility of the drag is made manifest , also 
the fact of its being used in combination with 
bhang massala, for the mixture helps to keep the 
bowels lax, an important precaution against the 
detei loratmg effects of the weather 

The general physiological action of alcohol is to 
build up the tissues of the body, tending thus to 
give nse to eoipulency, hemp on the other hand 
tends to dimimsh corpulency, and is theiefoie a 
fitter intoxicant foi use in a hot climate than 
alcohol 

As regards diseases incidental to the use of bhang, 
these cannot be said to be eithei moie common oi 
moie disastious than those follownng the use of 
alcohol, or, foi the mattei of that, of opium 

Insanity is not a consequence of bliang-dunlnng, 
noi, indeed, directly either of ganja oi chaias 
smolnng A pie-existing tendency towards mental 
abeiiation, natural oi acquiicd, fiom such piedis- 
posing causes as a weak intellect oi moral deprav- 
ity, lespectuelj'^, will be found to be piimanly at 
fault, sue ’ ' ’ ~ much due to the de- 
grading ^ constitution, weak in 

its moral precepts and lax in the exoicise of moral 
lestraint, as to the baneful influence of bad example 
and evnl social influences 

With regard to the use of hemp as a medicinal 
agent, I have a few lemaiks to offei The drag, 

2 « 
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no donbt, possessscs valuable medicinal properties, 
■winch might, inth profit, be tahcn advantage of, 
but the metliod in which the officinal preparations, 
extract and tinctme, are made, is, in my opinion, 
unsatisfactorj'-, and accounts for the disappoint- 
ment in the expectations of those who have given 
the drag a trial In both these preparations, the 
lesin occuis in abundance This should not be 
The draught as prepared by bhang dnnkcrs would 
be a bettei foim for therapeutic administration 
It IS made by maceration ot the bhang in cold 
water and repeated strainings, the fluid thus ob- 
tained being merely a watery solution of the leaves 
and capsules, with but little or no traces of the 
lesin, which, being insoluble in water, is precipi- 
tated In this dilute fom it might advantageous- 
ly bo used as a stimulant and stomachic tome and 
caiminativo, semng to invagorate the s}Btem, 
increase the appetite, and relieve tempomrj alxlo- 
minal pains and flatulency "When its anodjnc 
and hypnotic powers arc required, the preparation 
should be made fiom ganja or charas (pure), and 
not fiom bhang, as these forms of the dnig, em- 
ployed in their natural state, seem to possess soothing 
and depiessant effects rathei tlian stimulant A 
poultice of ganja, or of the capsules ot hemp, makes 
a good anodyne application to painful piles (external) 
and ulcere Ganja, inpioperdoscs, wouldj I think, 
if used in the form of cigars, or burnt m a pipe, 
piove semceable for the relief of certain forms of 
asthma, espeeiallj those complicated with bronchial 
cataivh and a weakened heart In severe t} pcs of 
asthma unattended by such complications, cliarns 
smoking might, perhaps, prove invaluable in cut- 
tmg shoit the spasms, but the drug being a power- 
ful sedative wall have to bo cmplojcd wnth great 
caution The uses of hemp as above desenbw are 
put forward merely in the light of suggestions 
Definite and careful expcnmental researches arc 
ncoossaiy to ascertain the real v aluo of hemp as a 
mediemal agent in the conditions and diseases speci- 


fied I regret to say, I was unable to accomplish 
this in any part, on account of the shortness of 
time allowed for the getting up ot tlus report, and 
the want of convenient opportmiitics 

I will add, in conclusion, a few notes on the 
popular notions and ideas of the ctrccts of hemp in 
one or other of its various forms, and I cannot do 
this in a more stnlung and interesting manner than 
by quoting verses of folk-songs on the subiect Of 
the three forms of hemp, bhang is regarded by the 
iieople ns the least noxious and the mort lioneficial 
The following verso illustrates the ideas as tlicj 
emanate from a Sindhi mind, of the beneficial 
effects of bhang — 


“ Snfo hojo paf , 

Tc siihujo piti ter 
Jc ncHO mcndi lai, 

To lx pan je piti kor 
Jo snkhi vitmine rath, 
Tc fonjo]! piti ker 
7c jliuf,o liojc ehor, 

He adhi pill kcr ’ 


Should you want your l<x3y 
clean, 

Then dnnV it in th" morning 
Should jou wuh to cool your 
ten, 

Tlien dnnl it in the noon 
Should you want a rts*ful 
ni},ht. 

Then drink it in the evening 
If home nnd comfort you 
ronld blight. 

Then dnnk it at midnight 


That charas is bj all regarded ns the worst form 
in wlncb hemp could bo consumed is cmpbatically 
cxpieshcd m the following doggerel verse — 


“ Charas nahi, kahir 
hai , 

Kcicja toyal gnva, 
Anki mo lahir hai , 


Kang knrun, ka*! knrnn , 
Anl H »o nnda 7 nrun, 

Pam eclongra knrnn, 

ISc murre tc me kya kwun " 


wlucli, rendered into EngliBh,would be*— 


I am not chora«, hnt a 
ciiric , 

I burn the liver to its 
worse, 

I bring on drync«s of 
the eves , 

To phlegm nnd cough I 
must give nsc, 


To blind the eyes I never 
fail. 

Or cripple limbs that once 
were i ah , 

In what but death ends mj 
sad tale? 


21 Evidence of Assistant Surgeon, MuicnAM) GrAbOAHAM, t« charge Earhana 

Ei'^pemarg. 


1 I have been in service, either Government oi 
Ifumcipal, for the past five ycare, an^ dunn^ that 
penod I have come across patients who weie in the 
habit of using hemp drags Further, after my 
appointment as a witness by the Commissioner 
in Sind, I have instituted special enqumes in the 
tovvn of Laikana about tlie matter 

2 Yes , the defimtions giv en hero may be accepted 
for the piovance The pioducts are known as 
bhang, chains and ganja 

19 Yes , ganja and charas, so far as I am aware, 
are used only foi smoking 

23 I have nevei seen nor heard of any ono 
smoking bhang 

28 (a) Bhang, IJ tolas, cost i anna 

Chains, iV tola, cost i anna 
Ganja, J tola, cost \ anna 

(i) Bhang, 10 to 20 tolas, cost 2^ to 4J annas 
Chaias, i to J tola, cost 1 to 3 annas 
Ganja, iio ^ tola, cost i to 1^ annas 

29 Bhang is oidmanly used without any ad- 
mixture by both classes of consumers Exception- 
ally sugar, caidamoms and peppei aie added by 
both classes to sweeten and llavoui it Habitual 
eonsumeis sometimes add giam, sometimes til 
seed, and sometimes both togethei to the solution 


to increase, as it is alleged, its into'xicating proper- 
ties hi ilk IS also occasionally added to the solu- 
tion, to diminish the sensation of dry ness of throat 
that is felt by the consumers Hemp seeds are also 
sometimes added to make the solutmn less green 
Charas and ganja are alwwys smoked wnth tobacco 
by both classes of consumers Notlung else is 
addctl to tliem Dhatura is sometimes mixed up 
vnth bliang, but this is -nsed only for cnminal 
purposes Opium, so 'far as I know, is never 
mixed with it, but is taken along with it by those 
who arc in the linbit of using both of these drags 
I do not know whether mix vonuca, canthandcs or 
belel-nut is so used I have no Icnowledgc of any 
such preparation as bhang massala 

80 Bhang is used both in company and in soli- 
tude, but mostly in company Its consumption is 
mainly confined to the male sex, and is used mostly 
by' the young and middle-aged men Charas and 
ganja arc almost alway s used in company by yroung 
and imddlc-agcd men They aic not used by 
females I have nevei scon oi heard of children 
using any of these di-ugs Bhang is more used in 
summer, charas in winter, and ganja to an equal 
extent m both the seasons. 

81 Yes, the habit of consuming any of these 
drugs 18 easily foimed It is also easy to bic.ak it 
off, moie easy to bieak off yn the case of charas 
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and ganja confenmers than in those o£ bhang 
Theie is a tendency, in the case of all these drugs, 
£oi the moderate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive This IS specially maiked in the case of bhang 
Much, however, depends upon the /pecumary cir- 
'cumstances of the consumei 

d 2 I am not aware of any lehgious custom 
accoiding to which any of these drags is used 
Amongst Hmdus the bawas (lehgious head) keep 
a very weak solution of hljang in temples foi the 
people who ^ go there, and on certam days, for 
instance the new moon day oi some holidays, thqc 
get prepared a larger quantity of such solution 
There is nothing i-ehgious about this They by 
doing so, get moie cu^omers, so to say Again, on 
festivals amongst Hmdus, the head of the family 
who gives the feast, sometimes gets a weak solu- 
tion of bhang prepared, and distributes it amongst 
the servants and cooks who aie engaged on those 
occasions It is not essential that the head of the 
family should so entertain his seiwants He does 
so either because he wishes to please them, or 
because he is asked by some of ■them who happen 
to be in the 'habit of using it Agamy in Hydera- 
bad, Sind, there are certain families the members 
of which never use alcohol in any shape They, on 
their festivals, entertain their guests with a sweet 
and flavoured solution of bhang There is no leli- 
gious binding upon them to do so They have 
been domg so for generations, and the use of bhang 
in this way has become more or less a social custom 
amongst them The use of bhang m the ways 
indicated above is always temperate, and is not 
likely to lead to the foimation of a 'habit, except 
amongst those who visit the temples and paitake 
of the solution daily 

I am not awaie of any custom, religious or 
social, m legaid to the consumption of charas and 
ganja 

Amongst Muhammadans there are otaras, wheie 
a rehgious mendicant lives, and where he keeps 
bhang I'eady foi his customers Such places are 
generally resorted to by habitual , excessive con- 
sumeis Here chaias and ganja aie also smoked 
fieely There is nothing religious about it 5 but 
as chaias and gan]a aie geneially smoked in com- 
pany, consumers find it convenient to meet at such 
places and indulge in these drags These ofara’t 
are almost always situated by the side of a tomb of 
some Pu 01 holy man < 

33 I have no reason to think that alcohol is now 
being substituted for any of these drugs ' 

87 The efl:ects of charas smoking last longer 
than those of gan]a smoking, and those of bhang 
drinking the longest of all The effects of chaias 
and ganja aie observed immediately after smoking 
and last a short time only, while those of bhang 
are noticed some hours aftei it is taken and last for 
many hours Chaias and ganja do not increase 
appetite Bhang does All pioduce sleep but 
bhang is the mqst eSective in bringing it on 

39 I can give no opmion on this point 

40 Bhang is used internally by native doctors 
in dysentiy and gonoiihcea, and locally as a poul- 
tice for boils and abscesses 

41 The moderate use of bhang is said to be 
beneficial as a food aceessoiy It also gives staying- 
power -under severe exertion It has no effects as 
a febnfuge It is used as a cooling dnnk in sum- 
mer 

The modeiate use of chaias and gan]a is not 
beneficial in any of these ways 

42 I consider the modeiate use of any of these 
drags to be harmless 
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Reasons —I have, never seen any„ bad effects, 
either immediate or remote, fiom then use in this 
way 

44 The immediate effects of the moderate use 
of these drags on habitual consumei s are, finst it 
lefieshes them and secondly it pioduces a slight 
degiee of pleasurable intoxication, making the eon- 
sumei feel happy for a short time Bhang cieates 
appetite Charas and ganja do not affect it The 
effect lasts in the case of charas for about two 
hours, in the case of ganja foi about one houi, and 
in the case of bhang for about six houis There 
are no after-effects Yes , the want of subsequent 
gratification does produce longing and uneasmess 

45 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drags does not pioduce any effect beyond a tem- 
porary pleasurable mtoxieation So fai as I have 
been able to ascertain, it does not impair the con- 
stitution It does not mjuie digestion 01 cause 
loss of appetite It does not cause dysentery, 
bionchitis, 01 asthma It does not impau the 
moral sense 01 induce laziness or habits of im- 
morality or debauchery 

I am not awaie of any cases where insanity has 
been brought on by the moderate use of these 
drags Noi have I any evidence to give to mdi- 
cate that insanity leads to indulgence m the use 
of hemp drags by persons deficient in self-con- 
tiol 

46 The habitual excessive use of these drags 
impau s the constitution It renders it feeble 
Bhang, when used as an aphrodisiac, causes ner- 
vous exhaustion Also it leads to impotence and 
steiility All induce lazmess and injme digestion 
and impair appetite Hvcessive use is supposed to 
bring on tempoiaiy fits of insanity Geneially 
mania of some land is produced I have no pei- 
sonal knowledge of any cases wheie insanity was 
biought on by the excessive use of these drugs 
Again I have heard of people occasionally ranmng 
amuck On enquny in these cases it is found 
that they had indulged fieely in bhang just before 
the fit Often m such cases a motive is found for 
the cnmes eomnutted by the persons affected, and 
it would seem that they had indulged m bhang 
simply to strengthen themselves for the perpetra- 
tion of these acts In some cases, howevei, no 
such motive appeals to exist 

47 No 

48 Childien of intempeiate men aie liable to 
nervous disoideis, but I have no knowledge of 
any spcific cases 

49 Yes , bhang is used as an aphiodisiac It 
IS so used by piostitutes also I cannot say if its 
use in this way is moie 01 less injuiious than its 
use as an ordinary narcotic Chaias 01 ganja do 
not appeal to be used as aphiodisiacs 

50 Bhang is used excessively also as an aphio- 
disiac It IB BO used by some prostitutes Its 
use m this way is more injurious than its use as a 
narcotic, as it causes nervous exhaustion Also it 
leads to impotence and steiihty 

56 The substances that aie sometimes used 
with bhang are those noted in answer to question 
No 29 They aie used more 01 less to flavour it 
They do not affect the effects of bjiang Til seed 
and giam aie said to increase the intoxicating 
properties Milk lessens the dryness of thioat 
caused by bhang I have heard of dhatuia 
sometimes being mixed up with bhang, but this 
mixtuie IS nevei intended for personal consump- 
tion It IS given by some of the cnmmal classes 
to then victims to facilitate them m the peipetra- 
tion of Climes 
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57 I have nevei seen noi heaid of any one 
eating chaias oi ganja 

In conclusion, chaias is imported into Laihana 
fiom Amritsai, ganja from Kaiaclu and Hyderabad, 
Smd, and bhang tom Sukkni and Shikai-pnr 
Gan 3 a is known as ganja Kajapun A land of 
sweetmeat containing bhang is also sold by ven- 
dois of these drugs under the name of majum It 
IS prepared in the following way — li lbs of glu, 
3^ lbs of bhang, and 4. lbs of watei aie boded 


togethei in a coppei pot foi foui days Glu takes 
up the estiact and assumes a gieen eoloiu Tins 
16 then mixed with a hot satmated solution of 
sugai and lolled and dned It is then divided 
into cakes Some aromatic substances are some- 
times added This ma]nm is not consumed to any 
great extent, geneially taken by those who hare 
not been able to obtain bhang at then usual time 
ot taking 


22 Evidence of Elijah Benjamin, Jew, First Class Mospiial Assistant, SUiharpur. 


1 I being in charge of various dispensaries in 
the province of Smd toi the last twenty-four years, 
I hare had the opportunity of seeing some patients, 
fiom time to time, who indulge in the hemp drug 

2 Yes, the above defimtion may be accepted for 
this piovmee, vie , the three varieties of narcotic 
articles, which aie obtained fiom the hemp, are 
defined as bhang, ganja and chaias 

19 Yes, the ganja and chaias are only used foi 
smoking 

23 No, the bhang is never used foi smoking 

28 The average allowance and cost of— 

(a) Habitual modeiate consumei is— 

Three-fouith tola at a cost of li pie (^th 
of an anna) pei diem 
(i) Habitual excessive Consumer- 

Twenty tolas to 30 tolas at a cost of 
6 to 9 annas pei day 

29 (a) No, no other article is used in mixing 
with bhang foi oidinaiy dunking 

(6) Yes Opium, dhatuia and betel-nut are mixed 
with bhang, in exceptional cases The object of 
these ingiedients is to obtain stiong narcotic effects, 
and excito sexual desue 

No, I have no knowledge if any bhang massala 
has been piepaied and sold, but foi sweetening and 
flavounng the mixtuie , the modeiate consumeis use 
cardamom seeds, poppy seeds, saffron, sugaicandy 
and almonds 

30 Is most commonly used in company Yes, 
it IS chiefly confined to male sex and up to life 
No, it IS not usual foi cliildien to consume any of 
these drags 

31 Yes, the habit of consuming these drags can 
easily be formed Yes, it is difficult to bleak off 
Yes, there is a tendency of acqumng excessive 
habit for a modeiate consumei 

32 The only religious custom of consuming 
these drags known to me IS among Hmdus, that on 
certain day of the week a veiy weak piepaiution of 
bhang is made in temples and distributed The 
ganja and charas are also fieely smoked m groups 
by fakirs 

The Hmdus call this piepamtion of bhang 
“vijoya,” and it is regarded as essential It is 
geneially tempeiate Yes, there is eveiy tendency 
of forming a habit to excess 

36 No 

37 Yes, the effects of the chaias smoking are 
moie narcotic and last longer than ganja, and that 
the effects of bhang drinking aie mildei, and 
noticed some time after it is taken, while those of 
ganja and chaias act immediatelj 

39 Yes, the effects produced by smoking ganja 
and chaias are less injurious than drinking oi eat- 


mg it By eating any of the«e drags tbeie is a 
tendency of retching nausea and diaiihoia, as these 
drugs cause uiitation of stomach, and by smoking 
these drags the biam is affected Yes, theie is a 
tendency of producing insanity 

40 Yes, the use of these drags has been pie- 
Bcnbed for medicinal pioperties by eminent native 
hakims such as Mukhzan and Tib Aklibuii, etc 

Yes, the bhang (the hemp) is used in cattle dis- 
ease 

41 (a) No 
(i) Yes 
(c) No 

(<i) It IS sometimes used to allay thust, and act 
as diuietic m a veiy dilute form 

42 Yes The modeiate use of these drags is 
haimless, because the moderate dose of these di-ugs 
pioduces slight and temporary naicotic effect 

44 (o) It causes slight narcotic effect immediate- 
ly 

{&) Yes, it 16 slightly lefieslung 
(c) Yes, it does produce intoxication 
(<f) No, it does not allay hunger 
(e) Yes 

(/) Yes, for a short time only 

{g) Yes, it causes lazmess and languoi 

(^) Yes, there is an imeasmess and tendency for 
a moie drink and smoke 

^5 (»); (^)> (P), (d) No 
(e) Yes, to some extent 
(/) No 

46 Yes, it pioduces noxious effects by using 
bhang, ganja and charas to excess Yes, it im- 
pairs the constitution, causes loss of appetite, dj- 
senteiy, bionchitis and asthma Yes, it impairs the 
moral sense, and induces lazmess oi habits of im- 
morality Yes, it does deaden the intellect oi pio- 
duce insanity I lemembei few cases coming to 
my notice here and at Sehwan, being merely of 
exciting causes of insanity, and it was only tem- 
poiaiy Yes There is every piohabihty of the 
symptoms bemg i e-indueed by using the drag after 
hbeiation from lestraint No, the insane don’t 
confess to the use of the drag 

47 No 

48 The habitual excessive consumption of any 

of these drags may bnng on neiwoiis disoider to 
the childien of the exceSsne consumei ' 

49 The moderate use of any of these drags is 
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practised as an aphiodisiac and by prostitutes also, 
and it is not moie injuiions than its use as an oi- 
dinaiy naicotic No 

50 The excessive use of any of these drags is 
practised as a gieat aphiodisiac by piostitutes, but 
its use foi this purpose is moie in]uiious than its use 
as an ordmaiy naicotic^ sinee it causes nenous ex- 
haustion, mental derangement and impotence 
The admixtme of other substances -with hemp 
used in moderation changes slightly the effect of 
diyness which the hemp would pioduce if taken by 
itself, and if it be used in excess the effect will be 
modified to a gieat extent 
I hare said in reply No 29 that the admixture 


of dhatuia and opium with hemp in an exceptional 
case foi peisonal consumption and ob 3 ect is alieady 
noted, hut in many eases the dhatuia and opium 
are admimsteied in hemp to others, in oidei to 
commit theft and muidei through malice 

57 I ha\e not come acioss any case of the land 

In conclusion, in my opinion the use of all these 
drags should be discouiaged and resorted to only 
medicinally The piohibition of the sale of these 
drags will Bare many persons being nipped in the 
bud and prevent the perpetration of offences and 
be mstramental in piomoting the health and wel- 
fare of the public at large 


23 Evidence of Shaik Alt, First 

1 During my medical career 

2 Yes 

Bhang, chaias, and ganja 

19 To the best of my belief, I have known 
gan]a and chaias used only for smoking 

23 Bhang IS leiy seldom used for smoking, 
but at a push gan]a and chaias smokers will sub- 
stitute bhang when others are not to be had by 
both poor classes, especially Hindus and Muham- 
madans 

28 (a) About 1 pice worth, the weight of 2 pice 
per diem 

(6) About 2 annas worth, or 4 oz pei diem 

29 Ganja and chaias are both mixed with 
tobacco and then smoked The heavy bhang 
drinkers who find bhang by itself weak, generally 
add opium and dhatuia, but many are in the habit 
of swallowing a pill oi bolus of solid opium and 
dunking the bhang on the top of it The ob]ect 
of these idmixtmes is to increase intoxication, 
but the preparation known as bhang massala used 
among Hindus, contains a little bhang, to which is 
added poppy seeds, pepper, cardamoms, almonds, and 
aniseed, and the whole sweetened with batashas oi 
sugar candy, and by those who can affoid it milk 
and cream aie added and the mixtme used as a 
cooling beverage 

30 To an equal extent It is chiefly taken by 
the male sex, mostly adults, and it is not usual 
for children to consume these drugs 

31 The habit is easily foimed but very difficult 
to break off Beginneis start with a veiy small 
quantity about the weight of one-twelfth of an anna, 
and gradually increase it until they aiiive at that 
quantity which they find sufficient to intoxicate 
Yes 

32 Especially among Hindus, those who are not 
even in the habit of taking any of these drugs will 
partake of bhang on their holidays and on the occa- 
sion of a mainage On Shivaiatii in particulai, they 
do consider it essential to partake of bhang, and on 
this day, m addition to the poppy seeds, pepper, 
cardamoms, and aniseed, they add dhatuia and 
arsenic, also a leaf of the akia plant, that is half 
a pod of dhatuia, and ivith the arsenic they draw 
a line on the bottom of the pot Hindus, especially 
in Sind, do consider it necessary to make them 
happy 

It is generally temperate It is not likely to 
lead to acqmnng the habit, as many uho dnnk 
bhang on Shivaiatn don’t touch it again for the 
lemamdei of the year I do not consider bhang so 
used injurious 

36 Unlniown 


Class Hospital Assistant, Jacoiahad 

I 37 Yes, chaias is far stronger than gaiija 
The effects of chaias are almost immediate, while 
ganja takes longer to act, the intoxication coming 
on after a time, and lasting a shorter period, sav 
half an horn, while that of chaias lasts about an 
houi 01 more Bhang is far milder in its effects, 
but its intoxication lasts from 5 to 6 hours and is 
far less injurious 

39 The smoking of ganja and chaias are far 
moie injmioiis than dunking bhang oi eating 
majnm, which is a sweetmeat prepared fiom 
bhang I find that ganja and charas smokers 
genei ally waste away, getting thinnei and thinner 
as they continue in the habit, which is not the 
ease with bhang dnnkeis, charas and ganja act on 
the brain, neivous, and lespuatoiy system, which 
m time brings on constitutional derangement, such 
as bronchitis, shortness of breath, and seldom bleed- 
ing piles It also causes sometimes tempoiaiy 
insanitj 

40 Yes, hakims do piescnbe it foi its medicinal 
piopeities and prepare a sweetmeat called majum, 
which IS used for aphrodisiac pmposes Bhang is 
also used in the tieatment of cattle Hoise condi- 
tion powders and boluses are prepared from bhang 
only 

41 I do not know any beneficial properties ex- 
cept medicinal 

42 Chaias and ganja, although used in modera- 
tion, will, in my opinion, leaie mjmious effects in 
the end Bhang, on the contrary, if indulged in m 
small doses is harmless 

44 The immediate effects of chaias and ganja 
are on the nervous system, they do not refresh, 
but certainly pioduce intoxication They do allay 
hunger, but do not create appetite The effect of 
chaias lasts about an houi oi more, but that of 
ganja is slowei to act, and lasts a shorter time, say 
half an hour Yes, headache and a peculiar un- 
easiness, which IS only relieved by another smoke, 
after the effects of which have passed away there 
IS the same longing Bhang is refreshing at first, 
but, when it commences to act, its intoxication 
causes a frightened feeling oi timidity, but is far 
milder in its effects The intoxication lasts from 
5 to 6 horns It does not allay hunger, but on 
the contiaiy creates appetite A person under the 
effects of bhang will eat more than usual There 
are no aftei -effects, so to speak, resembling those 
of chains oi ganja , but if the bhang diinkei does 
not take his usual quantum at the stated horn, he 
does feel an uneasiness and a longing, and he can- 
not eat his food properly, as it seems distasteful 

45 {a) The habitual moderate bhang drinking 
piodiices no noxious effects, but smoking charas and 
ganja makes a man physically and mentallj feeble 
It has no bad efiects morallj 
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(J) Yes 

(c) Yes 

((/) Cause bionclutis and shortness o£ bioatli 

(e) Yes, it docs impaii the iftoial sense or induce 
Jaziness 

(/I Sly idea is tint it docs deaden the intellect, 
and it will pioduce temporary insanity m aeiy 
e\cessi\e smokeis To me it appears the exciting 
cause No such case has come undei my obsei ra- 
tion Unknoum 

46 Tlie excess quantity impairs the constitu- 
tion It does laiin the digestion The ganja and 
cliaias smokci-s gencially suilei fiom bionclutis 
and shortness of bicath It docs impair the moral 
sense, and does produce habits of lanncss and im- 
morality No such case of madness came under 
mj notice 

49 Bhang is used by the hakims as such It 
IS seldom used by prostitutes 

50 Unknown 

56 To incieasc intoxication in both, t e, (a) 
and (4) 

57 Unknoivn 

59 I questioned a man u ho came to me for 
tieatment suffenng from njctalopia, and the cause 
was traced to ganja and chaias smoking, a Inch ho 


was addicted to some three j ears back Tliere is 
n6 doubt that these drugs hai c a baneful effect on 
the human sj stem and tliat thej derange the con- 
stitution generally It is, in my opinion, a uselc'-s 
and cvpensiao habit, acquired to no puipose 
Among the laliounng classes especially, the habit 
of bhang dnnlnng and gan 3 a smoking is the 
means of robbing raani families of the little ncres- 
sancs of life, and often the means of dcpnyiiig 
them of food If a coolie, for instance, uho is 
giacn to this practice, cams tuo annas in tlie day, 
he mil, come what maj, spend the half of it on 
chnras and bhang Then, on the remaining anna 
I ask, how 18 lie to feed liis hungry little ones 
Therefore it is my liclicf that a restnction put on 
sale of these drugs, allcnring a man to purchase 
them for medicinal purposes onU , or by raising the 
price so that it wall not come watliin the reach of 
the jioor wall benefit the masse* Tlie habit of 
consuming any of these drugs is doing more harm 
than good to the people of India, and it has come 
under my notice that in a eiy nearly cacry case of 
murder, rape and robbera these drugs haac been 
employ cd wath the admixture of dhatura and ad- 
ministered to the aactiraa before the deed, and it is 
my opinion that the free sale of these drugs is an 
accessory to crime 


21 Ecidettce of Du S. M Kaka, Medical Officer of ReaUh, Karachi. 


1 As a medical practitioner of eleven years’ 
standing and as medical officer of health, I haae had 
some opportunities of becoming acquainted avath 
hemp drags and their effects, especially in Karaclu 
My answeis aaall mainly haac reference to the city 

2 These definitions may mainly be accepted as 
coiaect flat aainety of gania is the most common, 
bhang is knowai as subzi, chilti, thandai oi tliadul 
(cooling diank),sai, abo, booti,punga (aaeak bhang) 
Charas is spoken of as bharaga Ganja is, so fai 
as I am aaaaie, knowai as ganja 

16 Bhang may be pieparcd by the people m 
then houses I fancy it can be picjiarcd from the 
hemp plant wheiever giown I do not think 
ganja and chaias can be piepared fiom the wald 
plant whereiei giown 

19 Ganya and charas are smoked generally 
Eeligious takus, gosains, and persons followang 
in then wake often eat a powder made of ganja 
and lock-salt oi sugar This method of eating 
ganya is \eiy common, I beheie, thioughout the 
piovince, the fakiis canying a certain amount of 
powdei dunng travelling, oi when they pass from 
one distnct to anothei to woiship then shiines 

20 Hindus mainly smoke ganya, Muhamadans 
chaias Koughly speaking, 1 in 1,000 smoke charas 
and 1 in 2,500 ganya 

21 Flat ganya is preferred 

22 Foreign chaias is used, imported fiom Cen- 
tral Asia through Amiitsai and Loodhiana 

23 I do not know if bhang is used for smoking 
' 24 Hindus aie the chief consumers of bhang 
It IS, so fax as I know, only drank Houghly, 1 
Hindu in every 250 dnnks bhang The piopor- 
tion in the case of Muhammadans is 1 in 1,000 or 
moie 

. Peb 1,000 

COXBUMEBS 

^ > 

Habitual Habitual 
modorato escossivo 


26 Bhang 



. 800 

200 

Chaias 



750 

250 

Ganya 



. 750 

250 


27 Tlie consumers of all the hemp drugs arc 
denied from the poorer cla**es nninly Bhang is 
indulged in by' the rich. Low company mainly' 
leads to the practice 

28 Habitual moderate consumers— 

Bhang . J to 1 tola, pnee i to A anna 
Chaias . 1 masra „ j „ 

Ganya . i tola 4 „ 

Habitual excessive consumers— 

Bhang , 1 to 2 tolas, pnee 4 to 1 anna 

Charas . 4 tola „ S annas 

Ganya . 1 » „ 2 „ 

29 Ordinaiy ingredients added to bhang arc 
poppy seeds, bl ick pcpyxii, cardamons Tlie onlinary 
mayum of the bazai is prepared by macerating 
bhang in water and adding ghee, Tlie mixture 
IS boiled The ghee extract is separated, sweetened, 
and flavoured and colouied and allowed to cuke in 
flat dishes 

Yunani hakims prescribe a mayum containing 
mace, myrobylans ot all kinds, senna, ginger, musk, 
almonds, pistachio nuts, opium (in the pioportion 
of 1 tola of each to the seer of bLang), the basis 
being honey, svrap, or molasses The mayum is 
said to improve digestion, keep iheprirm via in 
ordei, give a general tone to the system, and to 
act as an apluouisiac ' ‘ 

Dhatura is used as an adulterant by retail 
vendors of prepared bhang Many consumers ot 
bhang aio opium caters Very rarely opium is 
mixed vvath bhang Some butchers in Kaiaoht 
use the two together with a vaew to increase virile 
power and pi dong sexual intercourse 

Oidinary bhang massala of the bazar contains 
poppy and hemp seeds, sugar, black pepper, carda- 
mons, almonds, lose petals, water-melon seeds, and 
conandei, mace, and nutmeg are added in the cold 
watei Sometimes bhang is piepared m milk 

30 The drugs aie chiefly consumed in company 
Bhang may be drank m solitude , but chains and 
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ganja are mainly if not invaiiably, smoked in 
companj The drugs are chiefly consumed bj” 
males The proportion of consumers appear to be 
greatest between the ages of 16 and 30 than at 
other a^s Temales and children do not nsnally 
indulge in them Piostitutes may use the drugs 
in one foim or anothei Females in the inteiesting 
condition and childien aie given bhang by their 
relations to induce sleep I have seen a few 
children 7 and 8 3 ears old and boys from 10 to 
14 smoking chares and gan 3 a 

31 The habit of consuming the drags is easily 
formed It is difiicult to bieak off the habit m 
the cases of ganja and chares chiefly There is a 
gi eater tendency foi the moderate habit to develop 
into the excessive m the case of young adults 
moving chiefly in bad company In the case of 
bhang and ganja the habit develops into the 
excessive aftei a compaiatively gi eater length of 
time than m the case of chares 

32 Dunng the hot weathei months the Hindus 
leave in vanous parts of the city eaithenwaie pots 
contaimng weak bhang Bhang is also called 
Shiva bootij because it was the favounte dnnk of 
Sluva^ and on the holiday Shivaiatra the above 
practice of allowing people to dnnk bhang from 
pots placed m lanous parts of the town is usually 
followed The custom is not a stnctly leligious 
one At Hindu weddings it is usual to offer visit- 
ois and fnends bhang , but it is quite optional £01 
them to drmk it or not The consumption can be 
generally legaided as tempeiate It is usual foi 
those who have alieady acquired the habit to con- 
sume bhang at such times and places 

33 The better class of Hindus and Muham- 
madans regard the consumption, especially of gan]a 
and chares, with great averaion and disgust They 
consider the indulgence a vice, knowing that the 
drugs will be the ultimate rum and degradation of 
the individuals consummg them, and if they have 
a fnend 01 relation, they will feel ashamed to have 
any connection with him, and try to dissuade him 
•from mdulging m any of the ditigs 

34 It would not be a serious privation to the 
eonsumeis, even in the case of bhang, to forego the 
consumption, except perhaps in the case of habitual 
excessive consumei-s whose imnds and bodies are 
enslaved to eithei gan 3 a 01 chares They might 
suffer from mental excitement if the drags weie 
completely withheld. 

In a population of 100,000 there would be 
lOughly 4,000 bhang dnnkeis and 1,000 each of 
gan]a and chares smokers 

35 It might be feasible to piohibit the use of 
chares and probably gan]a The foimei can be pre- 
vented from being imported The growth of the 
*plants'ean'be restncted The sale of the di-ugs, ex- 
cept by chemists, can be rendeifid penal, and the con- 
sumers, except under medical advice, can be made 
liable to punishment 

The prohibition I do not fancy would cause any 
serious discontent , neither do I think that any 
discontent would amount to a political dangei I 
do not consider that prohibition would be followed 
by lecouise to alcoholic stimulants 

36 I have no reason to believe that alcohol is 
now being to a certain extent substituted foi ganja 
and chares The better class of Hindus who have 
of late taken to alcohol may give np bhang £01 
brandy 

37 Chares smoking pioduces almost instan- 
taneous effects, ganja smoking some time aftei- 
waids , whereas the drinkmg of bhang pioduces 


effects gradually and after a gi eater length of 
time 

39 The smoking of ganja and chares I con- 
sider more harmful to the system than the drink- 
ing of bhang 01 even the eating of ganja, £01 the 
icason that there is absorptipn, both repid and in 
laige quantities, of the deletenous cannabis into 
the sj’’stem 

40 Yunam hakims generally piescnbe bhang 
to alleviate pain as in oichitis, in uluch bhang 
soaked in water and nuxed with nux vomica is 
applied to the testes , In neuralgic affections of 
the eyes bhang is both applied and instilled Weak 
bhang is given internally in gonoiihoea It is 
also piescmbed, mixed with curds, in dysentery 

Bhang and a pill containing ganja and black 
pepper aie also given to prolong coitus 

I do not know if eharas is piescnbed, by any 
class of native doetois I cannot say that any 
of the drags are used in cattle disease 

41 I do not consider the moderate use of ganja 
and chares to be beneficial m any way 

Bhang may be taken as a digestive, a cupful 
of ueak bhang being ^taken immediately 01 a 
little^befoie meals by moderate habitual consumers 

42 I certamly considei the moderate habitual 
use of ganja and chares to be haimfnl — tide an- 
swer to questions 45 and 46 

43 Usually they are 

44 The immediate effects in the case of bhang 
are cooling and lefieshing, but subsequently, and 
in the case of chaias and ganja immediately , a 
sensation of warmth, with general diyness and 
heaviness of the head, and intoxication result 
Bhang creates appetite Ganja and eharas do 
so in the case of begmners It is not uncommon 
foi the moderate consumer of eithei of the two 
latter drags to forget his food, although if once 
he starts eating he may do so ravenouslj’’ The 
effects in the case of bhang last on the average 
fiom 2-^ to 4 hours , in the case of ganja and 
eharas from 4 to 5 or 6 hours I do not know 
if moderate habitual indulgence in bhang produces 
any special after-effects Unpleasant after-effects 
aie not uncommon among ganja and chains 
smokers, chaiacteiised by languor, yawning, idle- 
ness and general weakness The want of subse- 
quent indulgence produces a ciaving to a gi eater 
extent in the cases of chares and ganja than m 
the case of bhang 

45 and 46 The habitual moderate use of ganja 
and chaias acts injunously upon the constitution 
physically, mentally, and morally , more so the 
excessive indulgence of all the hemp drags 

Hemp drugs chiefly act upon the brain, produc- 
ing pleasmable excitement and intoxication, with 
hallucmations The individual, fancymg himself 
in paradise, is happy and contented with himself 
and hiB suiioundings He laughs, sings, libidin- 
ous ideas are frequent in his head , the appetite 
IS at fiist increased These sensations are followed 
by sleep 

The pleasurable sensations and hallucinations 
lead to constant indulgence, and in large doses 
of the drugs , the pleasing sensations become 
gradually less marked, the individual lemaining 
m a state of stupoi He becomes ancemic, pale, 
dusky in hue, debilitated, the eyesight fails, the 
eyelids droop , bronchitis, and especially asthma, 
are noticed in habitual eonsumeis, chiefly of chaias, 
the appetite fails, the individual becomes sluggish, 
idle, suffers from forgetfulness, the mind deteiio- 
lates, thepeison does not attend hisvioikTegulailj’-, 
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does it by fits and stai-ts, and ultimately Icaies 
it off Peisons ot the hbouimjr and aitisan classeB 
turn licffgais and iabis, infesting mosques, buinl 
Viounds and the like Tlioiougli plijBiealand 
mental debasement ensues Evccssne %enciy and 
piolonged sevual inteicouisc, leading to ultimate 
impotence aie common Heligious mania and 
dementia may follow 

Theic IS also evidence to show that hemp drags 
pi oduee acute mama i\ itli homicidal nolcncc, acute 
me'ancholia ivith attempted suicide, and chionic 
dementia Peisons ha\e a'so been knonii to liaie 
ran amuck with oi without motiie, 

The insanity is tempoi-aiy in the case of acute 
mama genei ally I kiion ot a young Muhammadan 
who had to be kept undei lestramt, hanng be- 
come the subject of acute mama fiom habitual 
excessiie indulgence in the drag He is non nell , j 
but still infests buiial giounds to indulge m the 
poison in laigo doses 

In ea'^es nheic dementia supcn cues rccoiei'j is 
not jnobable , both my cases aie still dcmcntie 
I do not knon of any typical samptomswhcn 
peisons become insane horn indulgence lu hemp 
drags 

In the cases knomi to me, so fai as I nas able 
to make out, theie nas no mental ansjcty oi biain 
disease leading to indulgence in chaias I do not 
knon of any endenee to indicate that insanitj maj 
often tend to indulgence in the use of hemp drags 
by a peiBon nho is deficient in sclf-contiol through 
weakened intellect 

48 I knon of onlj one instance in which the 
whole family (sneepci caste) indulge in chaias in 
large doses 

4)9 Hemp drags aic used for then aphio- 
disiac properties Piostitutes also use them foi 
this leason Often the drags are indulged in 
because they piolong sevual coitus The stiam 
upon the nenous sj'stem is suie to incicasc the 
evil effects of the drags I cannot ^ay that the 
modeiate use of hemp drags tends to pioduce 
impotence 

50 Habitual excessive use tends to pioduce 
impotence 

51 The habitual modeiate consumeis, chiefly 
of chaias, aie bad chaiacteis, loaCeis, vagabonds, 
thieves, shop lifteis, etc 

53 Yes, cases have been recoided 

54) Yes 

55 Yes, complete stupefaction can be induced 
without admixtme 


0 ? al evidence 

Qveshon 1 — I passed in 1882, and nas Tiavi 
ling Analyst foi Government up to 1884, and n 
Lectuiei in Hydeiabad (Sind) Jledioal School, ai 
piactised piivately I have piaetised in Kaiac 
since 1884 I was appointed Health Oflicei 
1889 Since then my duties have left me litt 
time foi piactice I have no special expeiience 
insanity My answeis aie based paitly on peison 
expenence and paitlj on leliableinfoimation Ti 
ansners dealing with effects aie mainij based « 
peisonal expenence, chiefly dunng the last fo 
yeais They lefei exclusively to the town 
ivaiachi, not to any expenence I have had in f 
countiy My studj of the subject may be i 
pided as confined to the toum of ICaiachi I ha 
had my attention specially duected to this subie 
bj receiving the questions of the Commissio 
Hefoie that I gave this no moie attention tin 
othei medical subjects 


Question 29 — I have been show n the seeds of 
dhatuia iii a small big in the shop of a vendor, and 
he told me he used them to mix with bhang The 
lesult IB that the mixtuie is stiongci without in- 
ci easing the cost He did not give me the piopoi- 
tioii of dhatuia used I undei stood that he gene- 
lally used it I hav c not a'Ceilained vvhcthei this 
16 done bj any othei vendoi The seeds weie 
pounded up vntli the bhang which is kept leady 
ioi dnnking 'SVhen I got this question, I made 
cnquiiies and found out this man I do not think 
the piactiee is general I vnsitcd several shops, 
but could not obtain fill tliei infoiTnation I know 
of no othei way in which dhatuia is mixed with 
hemp drags l^oi do I know of anj other jiowei- 
ful drags (such ns opium) being so used There 
aic mauj shops (I should saj more than six) selling 
made-up liquid bhang in Karachi The consumer 
would not know that theie was dhatura in his 
bhang dnnk unless he weic told 

Question 30 —It is rare foi such joungchildien 
to use the drags, but I hav e seen it They are 
; generally poor low JIuhammadans The debauchee 
paiciit gives the drag to the child 

Question 34 — !My statement about the possibi- 
lity of mental excitement fiom dcpnvation of tlie 
drag IS puiel) mattei of opinion It has no basis 
in cxjiciiencc 

Questions 45 and 46 — Tlie effects hciedc'^ciibed 
(after paragraph 1) icfei to Ixith moderate and ex- 
cessive u^c in part It IS diDicult to draw a defi- 
nite line between moderate and excessive u'-e 
They mcige into one nnoihoi Hut generally speak- 
ing the icsults fiom paiagiaph 3 onvvaids arc of 
excessive iwe, though with some constitutions the 
moderate use might cause them 

I base my remaiks on pci'onal exiieiionce I 
have visited the haunts of the wflirafti (oi debau- 
chees) I have followed out sonic of these cn»es 
(scon in these haunts) and made detimto cnquiiy 
icgarding them Some were peisons I had knowai 
befoie Theie arc fom 03*^06 of insanity which I 
Iiave speciallv w atched, and of which I know the 
details I have dealt with none of them piofes- 
sionally I have enquned into them watli the 
object of bnnging them bofoie the notice of the 
Commissioiiv I believe I have enquiicd into the 
history of these cases as caiefullv as I should have 
done had they been befoie me professionally I 
had foi mod no opinion ns to the eval ot the drags 
A Sub-Inspectoi of nuisances undei me show ed me 
the cases Hone of them had been in the asy him 
They weic all Muhammadans Thiee of them 
have no lelations, and one has a motliei and 
hi othei I uudcistand that they' woie once all 
eaining an honest livelihood, but Ixicamc wiecks by 
the use of the drags Tlicie aie thiee still at 
Karachi, one has gone These thiee aie still 
insane I nevei knew auJ^of these men liefoie this 
inquiry Thcy^ weie only shown to me in the 
couise of tins niqmry , and I eiiquued into their 
cases 

A, a Muhammadan, 21 yeais of age, commenced 
smoking chaias at the age of 16 His mother and 
bi othei aie both alive and told me so They said 
that he got into the habit by associating w itli the 
maieali s, v,ho lesoit to buiial giounds to smoke 
He also told me himself in his lucid inteivals He 
was a woilangman I do not 1 now his occupa- 
tion He got into bad company and left off work 
completely This was at least thiee y'eais ago, at 
least a ymai befoie liis fiist attack I am told he 
had an attack of acute mania two yeais ago, which 
lasted six months, duiiiig which time he was kept 
m lestiaint He was not tieated but was emtd 
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He lesumed Ins old habits and had a lelapse five 
days befoie I left foi Bombay to appeal heie He 
had appaiently piiiposely lighted his mattiess and 
bullied himself in a fit of madness on the Sunday 
befoie my depaituie {which was last Thuisday) 
I saw him the nest day He ms then incoheient 
and confused I saw that both his legs weie 
bnined My Snb-Inspectoi Imew he had been mad 
SIS monthSj as stated above I doii^'t Iniow whethei 
this company, in which this man was, had othei 
vices 01 not They weie associated because they 
weie all bad chaiaeteis, buds of a feathei , but I 
I cannot say that it was an association foi chaias 
smohng They aie not spuit dnnkeis They 
may have been given to sesual excess, veiy pio- 
babiy this man was I have never seen any one 
smoke dhatnra I did not ask whethei they used 
it The man’s fathei is dead I do not know 
what he died of The mothei said theie was no 
insanitj' in the family I don’t know what n as 
the condition of the boj when he began the drag, 
but I was told he was healthy That infoimation 
IS lehable, I think This is a case of mama He 
was introduced to me as a case of insanity which 
liad occurred eighteen months ago , and I enquued 


into the case fiom him and saw the mothei as well 
I did not enqiuie into heiedity in the sense of go- 
ing back any geneiations I simply asked the 
mothei if theie was insanity lutlie family , and she 
said “ no ” The use of the drag in this case may 
hav'e been both the exciting and piedisposing cause 
That is, the effects of the drag piedisposed the 
patient to the insanity which was subsequently set 
up by the diaig ' 

I have had no expeiaence in inquines into in- 
sanity I think it may have been a defect in my 
inquiiy not to go fully into heiedity, possibly also 
not to enquue into dhatuia, which I believe may 
cause insanity I also think that sexual excess 
may be a cause of insanity , but I had not consi- 
deied this I had not excluded all othei causes , 
but I still think that chaias smoking was the cause 
of insanity This is the case of the Muhammadan 
lefeiied to m the sixth paiagiaph of my pnnted 
answei 

f 

The inqimies mto the othei three eases aie simi- 
lai in then conditions I could haidly obtain as 
full information in them as in this case , foi there 
weie no lelatives 


25 Evidence of Dost Mohammed Makhddm Pazul Mohammed, 

Zaniindar, JiiibaL, Kaiach 


1 I have no pei-sonal expeiience I do not take 
bhang, etc I make the following statement fiom 
inquiries made fiom othei peisons 

2 The names given heie aie the same as those 
wlueh I am accustomed to 

3 Bhang is cultivated in abundance in Bubak, 
taluka Sehwan, distnct Kaiachi, but does not grow 
spontaneously 

4 In this piovince this name alone is knownj 
and no othei name 

5 This question is not applicable to Sind 

6 The wild plant does not glow heie Noi have 
I seen it 

7 Bhang is cultivated in Sind 

(o) Ganja is not prepaied m Sind 

(J) Chaias is not prepaied in Sind 

(c) The hemp plant is used foi bhang in Sind 

(d) It IS not cultivated for its fibres, but foi 
its seeds and for the dunk which is made fiom 
it It IS abundant m Tapa Bubak 

8 The cultivated area is neithei incieasing noi 
decreasing It is stationary 

9 The land is fust iingated, then ploughed, then 
seeds are scatteied ovei it , when the ciop giows to 
some height, it is cleaied of weeds and manuied 
This piocedme continues till it glows knee-high , 
afterwards, before it glows to its complete height, 
the male plants aie cutoff Aftei aiming at its 
piopei height it pioduces seeds The stalks aie 
then reaped and spread out to dry The stalks aie 
beaten, and then they aie separated fiom the leaves 
by winnovving The seeds aie lesened foi planting 
again and the bhang is sold to faimeis 

10 Hemp cultivators foim no special class 
They are of the same class as otliei agiicataial 
cultivators 

11 This is not applicable to this piovince 

12 I know nothing about this, and no one m 
this province knows where it is prepared 

13 Theie is none in this piovince I do not 
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know anything of it in the place where it is pro- 
duced 

14 About 4,000 maunds of bhang only aie pio- 
dnced in Bubak, taluka Sehwan 

16 The mode of cultiv'ating bhang is shown in 
my answer to question 9, but the wild hemp plant 
does not glow heie It is neither smoked noi eaten 
in Sind So I cannot give the leqmied difference 

1C It IS prepared in houses and fields and can 
be piepaied wheievei it is cultivated I know 
notlung about the wild bhang 

17 Hindus cultivate and piepaie bhang 

18 I know nothing of chaias and ganya, but 
bhang deteriorates by keeping long It loses its 
effect in comse of time It keeps good foi twelve 
months, after which it gets weak, after two yeais 
it loses all its effects Theie is no special measuie 
taken to prevent detenoiation 

19 Note — As ganya and chaias are not prepared » 
in this piovince, the difference cannot be shown 

It IS used foi smoking and is imported from othei 
countiies 

20 No special class of people dunks oi smokes 
it People of all classes aie habituated to it and 
use it Hhettkanas ot Hindus and dairas (mns) of 
Mussalmans are the pnncipal places where it is used 

21 and 22 I do not know 

23 Bhang is not used here foi smolang, so I 
Can give no particulars 

24 (a) Bhang is not eaten 

(i) It IS drank 

No special places are appointed and no special 
class use it People buy it fiom the licensed shops 
and use it 

25 It IS now mcieasmgj foimeily people weie 
more religious, now they aie losing all then scra- 
ples Poi-meily yieople had gieat feai under Mu- 
hammadan rale, but now being habituated to the 
use of hemp drags, the number is increasing 

26 No accurate infoimation can be obtained le- 
gaiding these 

2 B 
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27 Geneially falnis use intoxicating drags 
Bhang is the loot o£ all hemp drags Fust people 
leam bhang dimking, thence they aie led on to 
take othei drags 

28 (a) Habitual modeiate consumeis o£ bhang 
sjiend f anna daily, and excessive dnnkeis dnnk 
bhang to J o£ a seei daily 

(a) Modeiate bhang consumeis drink 2 tolas 

(5) Excessive bhang consumers consume 8 tolas 

29 I do not know 

31 The habit o£ dnnking bhang is easily con- 
tiacted, and it leads to excess, and then it is diffi- 
cult to bleak off the habit It would not be diffi- 
cult to piohibit it in the case o£ beginneis at the 
habit 

32 None o£ these drags is allowed undei the 
Mussalman law But among Hindus certain reli- 
gious £akiis use bhang and consider it law£ul 

33 The use o£ these drags is geneially legaided 
as bad, and generally then use is in disiepute 
Foi a man when intoxicated loses his senses I do 
not know it positively, but I do not tlunk any sect 
woislups the hemp plant 

34 At fiist theie will be much ineoniemence, 
but giving it up will cause no mjmy, £oi the in- 
toxicating drag does not satisty hungei , it only 
gives tempoiaiy ielie£ I cannot giie the exact 
numbeis, but many fakiis would be inconvemenced 

35 Piohibition could be effected by Government 
if an Act weie passed piohibiting the use of any 
of these drags Such a piohibition vnll at first 
cause discontent among the consumeis, but such 
discontent would subside It would imoho loss 
of leienue to Government The piohibition would 
not be followed by leeomse being had to alcoholic 
stimulants, etc I cannot, howevei, speak ivith 
confidence 

86 and 37 I do not Iniow 

38 and 39 I could not obtain any information 
on this point 

40 This drag is not piesciibed as necessaiy by 
Gieek physicians, noi should I think of piescnb- 
ing it geneially 

41 The habitual use is not beneficial m its effect, 
but the occasional use gives a tempoiaiy benefit 
I am speakmg only of bhang 

42 Bhang, if modeiately used, is not injurious, 
' but ganja and chaias aie injunous Foi the m- 


toMcating effects of bhang are less than those of 
the othei tu o 

43 No 

44 It IS lefieshing It pioduces intoxication 
It cieates appetite Its effects last for 3 houis 
It pioduces longing if it cannot be obtained 

45 (About bhang alone ) It pioduces physical 
encigy It pioduces noxious effects in moralitv 
At first the appetite is lost It pioduces habits of 
immorality and dcbaucheiy 

It may deaden the intellect It does not produce 
asthma It produces temporaiy insanity in manj 
cases I Imow nothing more 

46 I do not know 

47 I ha\e never heal d of its being hereditary, 
and no effects aie visible in tlie children of parents 
who consume it 

48 I cannot get sufficient information 

49 I have no expenence Prostitutes do use it 
It IS commonly known that excessive use of it for 
that purpose ends by destroying manlj power 

50 I cannot obtain any information 

51 One u ho has expenence will be able to *-03 
It IS the loot of all vice 

52 I do not know 

53 It 16 veiy piobable that it leads to the com- 
mission of offences 

54 One occasionally hears so 

55 It may be so 

56 I cannot say anytlnng about it 

57 I do not know 

58 and 59 I cannot say any thing about it 

60 and 61 It is not produced in this province 

62 The control exeicised by Government on the 
cultivation of bhang is sufficient 

63 and 64 I have no objections 

65 I cannot say anything about it 

66 I do not know 

67 I cannot say anj thing 

68 Theie aie such shops, and they are licensed 
I cannot say anything fiuther 

69 Tlie wishes of the people aie not consulted, 
nor do I think it necessaiy that public opinion 
should be considered 

70 I do not know 


26 Evidence of Seth Vishindas Nihalchand, Zamindar, Merchant, and Con- 

Iractoi , Manjoo, Kaiachz 


1 I hav e an experience of thiitj -fiv e year s And I 
am a zammdai, contiactoi, and meichant My 
tenants cultivate bhang in certain portions of my 
land Many classes of people work under me, among 
whom theie are many consumeis of hemp drags, 
and I obserae then habits of smoking and dunking 
I have experience of tikanas, dhaiamsalas, dewaias, 
madhis, and otai-as, where these drags aie exten- 
sively used, and of persons using them in the above 
places and of the consequences lesulting fiom them 
Falois and saints (leligions devout poisons) aie 
often my guests I have obseived them using 
these drags, and gamed expenence fiom peisonal 
observations Except on laie occasions, I have one 
01 two physicians always woilnng undei me, who 
treat those peisons whom I employ under me, and 
othei physicians aie often my guests I have 


gatheied some mfoimation fiom them too More- 
ovei, I have gatheied this information from observ- 
ing the habits of consumeis of these drags m my 
vallage and iii othei towns and fiom enquines fiom 
othei s 

2 Di Plaints lepoit that in India tliiee nai cotie 
articles aie obtained fiom hemp is eonect, and the 
modes of piepaiing them as detailed by him are 
also genemlly tine But in addition to the names 
of bhang giv en by him, it is known by othei names 
also, as the plant of Shiva, sai, akoi But these 
names aie not given to the diy leaves of the plant, 
as mentioned by Di Plain The names sai and 
sabzi are given to the pounded and wet leaves of 
bhang But the names akoi, pah, and Shiva plant 
aie given to the diy leaves of the plant, Shiva 
plant and siddlii have the same signification. 
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bliangio IS pioduced fiom tlie hemp plant Di 
Piam's woids “whethei cultivated oi not culti- 
vated” aie not applicable The words “standing 
or fallen^' should be substituted The mode of 
piepaimg chaias, as described by Di Pram, is 
coirect The active pimciple of the hemp plant, 
when distilled, forms charas Themanufactmeis of 
chans distil bhang, ganja and floweis veiy devtei- 
ously, and prepare chains out of it Chaias is 
foimed in balls, but it is not piepaied in Smd , but 
prepaied chaias is imported mto Sind foi use Iieie 
horn the Punjab and Kandahai hfeichants send 
for it foi tiade pui poses It is collect Gauja 
consists of the dried tloweiing tops of cultivated 
female hemp plants The female hemp plant does 
not pioduce seeds Di Pi am is wrong m saying 
that the fonnation of seeds is prevented by the 
destruction of all the male plants, that is to say, 
the cultivated male plant does not pioduce seeds 
The vaiieties of ganja as manufactuied fiom the 
hemp plant, and the modes of then pieparation and 
then varieties as given by Di Piain, are collect 
These varieties are made in the manner desenbed 
But all these -vaiieties aie not prepared in Sind, but 
are imported into Sind foi consumption heie fiom 
Cutch and Sholapur, Baisec, and othei places 
Mei chants send for them for trade pm-poses In 
addition to the above, another laiiety ot ganja is 
prepared from the hemp plant m Smd The tops 
are called ghundis These ghundis in size are 
equal to small ears of com These ghundis are 
smoked as ganja by many people Then intoxicat- 
ing effects are the same as that of ganja, but a 
little less, and they aie called ghundi ganja 

The diffeient names by which these products are 
knoivn in Smd are given aboie 

3 The hemp plant grows spontaneously only m 
the Kohistan part of Sind It glows there because 
of the heavy rainfall Kohistan is a mountamous 
tiact on the western side of the distiicts of Karachi 
and Shili.arpur But in Kohistan the wild plant 
grows in certain tracts only and not everywhere 
hloicover, in any damp place oi on the edges of 
hollon B, where lain av atei lodges, and in other places 
seeds of the hemp plant accidentally tluown oi left 
theie by bhang dnnkeis, who may hare pounded 
the leaves and dmnk it there, sprang up when any 
rain falls on them , but these scatteied plants are 
often eaten by cattle 

4 (1) Bhang, (2) patti, (3) sabzi, (4) sai, (5) 
Biddhi, (6) Shiva plant, (7) akoi — all these names 
apply to the same plant But the hill plant which 
grows spontaneously is called akoi 

5 I ha\e had no opportunity of observing these 
eircumstances 

6 The wild plant gious scattered, and not as 
dense as the cultivated bhang, the reason being 
cultivated bhang is iingated and gets all the water 
that it lequues, whereas the wild bhang gets no 
certain supply of water 

7 In Sind the hemp plant is cultivated— 

(fl) to pioduce ghundi ganja, 

(i) not for the production of chaias , 

(c) for use as bhang , 

(t7) for fibres and seeds 

The fibres aie called hemp sinee (fibres) 

The hemp plant is cultivated m all parts and 
districts of Smd 

But chaias is not made from the Smd hemp 
plant for sale as charas , but in cases in which 
takns cannot get chaias, they prepare chaias from 
it and use it themselves 
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8 There has been an iniease mthe aiea under 
hemp cultivation The reasons are that population 
has increased 

9 At fiist the land is ploughed, cleaied of 
weeds, and then manured If it is new land it is 
manuied Seed is then scattered over it and it is 
watered The plants attam full growth m four 
months, aftei which they aie leaped and spread 
out to diy in places set apai-t for the purpose Then 
the plants are beaten, and the leaies and seeds are 
separated and the stalks are thrown away The 
smaller ghimdis are mixed with bhang, and the big 
ghundis are separated and kept apart to be used as 
ganja The stalks aie steeped m water for about 
15 dajs, after which they are taken out, and then 
thej begin to j leld fibres A certain quantity of 
seed IS kept for use for sowing foi next crop The 
lest IS kept foi sale, etc Those who plant these 
plants for then own consumption do so on the 
edges of watercourses and use the bhang among 
themselves They sometimes draw out fibres from 
the stalks, out of which they prepare cords and 
lopes for their cattle 

10 The cultivators of the hemp plant do not 
belong to any special class They are of the same 
class as other agricultural cultivatois 

11 They are not raised from the seed of the 
wild hemp It is not customary to cultivate plants 
foi the production of ganja 

12 Not in Smd, so I have learnt from mquii- 
les It appears that the wild plant is cultivated 
to pioduce ganja The tops of the wild plant form 
ghundi ganja, which, howevei, is not used in trade 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant for 
bhang oi ganja is lestiicted in Smd to the follow- 
mg extent 

The cultivatoi cannot plant it without the pei- 
miBSion of the Revenue Ofiiceis This restriction 
extends to the whole of Smd No district is free 
Even with lestnctions the cultii ation is common to all 
disti ictswiththe pei mission of Revenue Offieeis But 
those cultivators who have no intention of cultivating 
it for sale pm poses do so along with othei cultiva- 
tion and consume its pioduce (whether ganja, or 
bhang, oi ghundi) for then own use They pre- 
pare ropes out of the fibres of the hemp, and use 
those lopes for tymg then cattle The cultiva- 
tion of the plant foi such pm poses is not restricted 
There is no part of Sind in which hemp plant can- 
not be cultivated All the lands used for agncul- 
tme can be used foi cultivating hemp Some 
lands might pioduce abundant bhang and others 
scanty bhang I have had no opportunity of en- 
quiring into the special conditions of climate, soil, 
rainfall, elevation above sea level, etc 

14 In Smd all the three products are prepared, 
but bhang is prepared to a eonsideiable extent, 
wlule ganja is piepaied m small quantities, and 
chaias m small quantities Still bhang is prepared 
from the plant in all places , ghundi ganja is pie- 
paied m small quantities, but chaias is not 

15 (1) Bhang — Some persons eat raw leaves , 
othei s break the leaves m their hands and then eat 
them The effects of these are equally intoxi- 
catmg, but these modes are resorted to by wild 
peoqile and persons addicted greatly to intoxicating 
di-ngs and they are greatly intoxicated by those 
processes The ordinary process is to clear it of 
weeds, soak it in water, wash it well, then to pound 
it, mix water with it, sift it through piece of cloth, 
and then drink it , some^ drink thin, and others 
thick bhang The refuse is called jog Some 
poor men eat the jog m order to become intoxi- 
cated , and bhang pounded and mixed with water 

2 r 2 
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aud thick in appeiiance is called pounded bhang, 
ind bhang so piepaied is then called panga 
Pounded bhang mixed with natei and sifted, 
Tvhetliei thick oi thm, is by Hindus called mlho 
Tlie Mussalmans also call it by the same name , 
some call it sai, others call it pounded plant 
This IS the piocess which is most commonly 
adopted The seeds and leaves of the plant aie 
used as medicines m many diseases It would be 
tedious to enumeiate all , but suffice it to saj*- that 
ma]ums (stimulating piepaiations) aie made fiom 
it 

(2) Qanja — The ghundi ganja which is piepaied 
in Sind IS pounded and diunk in the same way as 
desciibed above, and is also smoked as ganja is 
Ghundis aie distilled, and the essence is used as 
dial as by some fakiis Put no chaias is piepaied 
in Sind foi tiade puiposes The pioeesses gi\en ] 
above can be distinguished 

16 Bhang is not geneially piepaied in houses, 
but if people want it they can do so in then houses, 
and some do so Bhang can be piepaied wheioiei 
the plant is standing Ghundi gan]a can be 
piepaied wheieaei the wild plant glows, and is 
smoked to pass the time But ehaias leguiies 
some skill to piepaie it 

17 In Smd no special classes of people make 
these piepaiations 

18 All the thiee drugs detenoiate by keeping 
long They keep goodfoi the fiist six months aftei 
haivestmg and pioduce intoxication In the next 
six months then intoxicating effects dimmish, aftci 
twelve months ganja and chaias geneially lose 
then effect, and they aie not used except in laie 
cases Aftei the lapse of twehe months the 
intoxicating effects of bhang also dimmish , but j 
such bhang IS leiy mllingly used by u'eH-to-do 
peisons Accoidmg to physicians in Sind the 
effects oi old bhang aie cooling, and it is beneficial 
111 eases of syphilis, and old bhang is •vei'j useful 
in othei diseases, which aie pioduced by excessive 
heat These drags can keep good longei if they 
aie not much exposed Tlieie is no means of pie- 
venting deteiioiation In mj opimon, fiom ex- 
penence, I should saj that all the pioducts of the 
soil must glow old and lose then effect by time 

19 In Sind ganja and chaias are used foi smok- 
mg onlj and foi no othei puipose Noi have I 
leaint fiom enquuies made that they aie used foi 
any puipose othei than smoking, but in excep- 
tional eases, wheie it is difficult to get bhang, 
peisons addicted to these drags pound and dnnk 
afanja in place of bhang This is latliei an excep- 
tion than a rale Tlieiefoie no accuiate estimate 
can be made 

20 Peisons of all classes smoke ganja and 
ehaias , but some classes, a limited portion of them, 
use it in model ation, and othei s, and a consideiable 
portion of them, use it extensnelj I have had no 
occasion to enqiiiie what portions of each class use 
gan]a and chaias Peisons of means smoke the 
drags in then houses, and pool Hindu peisons 
smoke them in tiltanas and deuaias, and Miissal- 
mans do so m otaias and dewaias In big toivns 
they aie smoked in special places established for the 
nmpose Besides theie aie chaias and gan 3 a 
houses, wheie pooi peisons and labonieis can smoke 
the drags on payment But fakiis and labouieis 
have chaias and gan 3 aali\ays ready until them, 
and have also got handy the pipe in which thej aie 
smoked, so that they can use them wheieiei thei 
feel melmed 

21 Plat and lound gan 3 a pioduce similar effects, 
and they aie eqiiallv jiopulai Chui gaiya con- 
sists ot pieces ot crambs and is not liked Thev 


aie not used in different localities Eveiy land of 
gan 3 a is smoked in the same uay 

22 No chaias is made m Sind foi trade pui- 
poses Generally foreign chaias is used for sale pur- 
poses One kind is imported from the Pun 3 ab and 
IS much piefeiied, and the Kandahaii eliai-as is less 
liked 

23 Bhang is commonly used for dnnlnng , but 
those who are strongly addicted to intoxicating 
dnnks, such as Gooshees, Biohees, Patlians, Hindu 
and Mussalman fakiis smoke bhang mixed mth 
tobacco 11 hen they cannot get gan 3 a oi ehaias for 
smoking), but tins practice is very laie 

2l People of all classes m Smd dnnk bhang, 
and loaming Hindu fakiis and owners of tikanas 
and dhaiamsalas, and Mussalman fakiis at otaius, 
and about one-tlmd of other classes dnnk it 
Hindus dnnk" it at appointed times as a religious 
dnnk 01 suhlio Ceiixinmitoah^ (peisons stiongl} 
addicted to intoxicating drags) sometimes eat 
bhang This has been touched upon in question 
15 Men hist pound it, mix uatei wth it, and 
sift and then dnnk it in the hot weathei as a cool- 
ing dnnk Peisons of means mix almonds, suc- 
coi 3 ,ani 6 eed,coiiandei, other seeds, and sugar cand} 
01 sugar uitii it as stimulants, and pound all to- 
gethei and dnnk the mixture And liluBsalmans, 
although piohibited the use of bhang by then 
religion, often use it foi its beneficial effects 

25 The use of all the thiee drags is on the 
mciease The following reasons hare, m my opin- 
ion, contnbuted to this fact — 

(1) The population has increased 

(2) The present geneiation is moie fashionable 
and moie slioiv}' than the last geneiation 

(3) TJie use of liquoi has also incieased, and 
the contagion has spread to bhang dnnkeis too 

26 Few peisons eat bhang This has been 
touched upon m question 15 

28 (a) Oiie-fomth of a tola of bhang per da} ' 

(ii) From one tola to 20 tolas bhang 

(a) Chaias, and gan 3 a Piom quartei of a 
tola to 8 01 4 tolas per da} dail} Cost to each 
cannot be estimated, foi theie aie no unifoim 
latcs, hence the quantities alone are gnen 

29 The follouing ingicdients are mixed intli 
bhang By pool people aniseed, succon, and 
conandei, and such other cheap drags By iicli 
peisons, in addition to the aboi e, oil} substances, 
sugaicand}', almonds, caidamons, and such other 
btieiigthemng ingredients, all aie pounded together 
and drunk But it is not customaiy to do so The 

I aboie ingiedients aie only mixed occasional!} 
Bhang seeds aiealua}s pounded with the leaies 

Gan] a and chaias aie smoked with tobacco, 
dliatura is not oidmaiily mixed uith bhang 
Dlntuia IS a strong narcotic Strong dnnkeis 
(who are xeiy few), if the} find that bhang and 
other ingredients do not pioduce sufficient intoxi- 
cation, dnnk and smoke dlntuia , and fakiis too, 
who mduce the people to gu e then chanties, eat 
the lau leaves and pods oi dhatuia This is done 
to gull the people into the belief that they are 
Sidhs, as the} can eat law dhatuia without in 3 ury 
Bhang, if mixed with dhatuia and drank, produces 
excessive intoxication, and a man in that state 
loses all consciousness and all sense Dlntuia is a 
stiong najcotic, but it has no connection with hemp 
drags 

SO All details about the consumption of thfese 
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drags aie gucn in question 28 The snlcho dnnk, 
which IS made fiom bhang, is used by all Hindus — 
men, women, and boj s, young and old , but on all 
those occasions which aie mentioned in question 32, 
and undei othei cucumstanees also, pounded bhang 
IS drank by old men in modeiate quantities, less bi 
youth, and still less by boys and u omen — in fact, 
veiy laiely by women All classes dnnk it, and it 
IS used as a sleepmg dose in the case of infants 

SI Those pel sons who take them occasionallj'- 
foi then beneficial lesults nevei contract habits of 
excess Those who alwajs take them foi then 
benefits fall into habits ot excess But e\en these 
can break off the habit if they do not find them 
beneficial Thej^ can do so if they aie stiong- 
mmded, but those who aie not of stiong lesolution 
cannot gne up the habit Labouieis, if even 
habituated to the use of the drags, cannot bieak it 
off, foi if they do so, they cannot woik with 
eneigj’’ Heaiy dnnkeis and fakiis aie convinced 
that these naicotics aie beneficial, and they take 
them with pleasuie It will be difficult foi such to 
bleak off the habit 

Those who dunk oi smoke them as a laxnij 
and as an aphiodisiae get into a habit, and as they 
cannot have sexual pleasuie without talong them, 
they cannot leaie them off But it is not the 
ease that the piactice of consuming the drags is 
daily inoi easing Thei aie only the foolish and 
dull-witted who get into a stiongei habit by taking 
these as an aphiodisnc, and theie aie othei well- 
behaved peiEons who begin bj' taking a small 
quantity and stick to that quantity thioughout 
But those w'ho take them as a luxuiy go on m- 
cieasing the quantitj , and at last lose all pleasuie 
and sink into excesses 

32 Bhang alone out of the thiee pioducts is 
pounded, mixed with watei, and feifted and then 
drunk This dunk is called by Hmdus snkho, 
and sugaicandj oi sugar is often mixed with it 
This sukho IS used both foi social and lehgious 
puiyoses, such as on maiiiage occasions, and at the 
meetings of pauehayets, bands of leligious singing 
parties, and on new and full moons, and on occa- 
sions of lemonng to newlj^-bmlt houses, and at 
betiothals on these occasions the sukho is distii- 
buted to all men and bo\s piesent It thus foi ms 
a social duty among Hindus to use bhang , besides 
it IS piepaied when the leading of the Gianth (the 
holy book of Gura Nanak) is completed in tikanas, 
and also it is nece<=£aiy to piepaie sukho, and dis- 
tnbute it on ngils and in madliis Sanyasis call 
bhang the plant of Shiva (god), and use it as if 
bound duty to do so Such distiibutions aie 
alw'ays modeiate and ne\ei excessiae No one can 
get into a habit of dunking by following the aboae 
customs, and such occasional uses aie nevei in 3 unou 6 , 
as veiy little IS giien to sujis (those who neiei 
take any naicotic), and they aie bound to take 
something 

33 The use of suklio is nevei consideied bad, 
foi it IS only used in moderation, is religious, and 
othei-wnse beneficial In my opinion bhang is a 
necessity, foi it is used at most religious and social 
gatheiings, and its modeiate use is beneficial I 
do not think the use of bhang oi chaias oi ganja 
IS in disiepute These naieotics aie at any late 
bettei than alcoholic dunks, as far I have seen the 
baneful effects of the lattei When such violent 
drinks as alcoholic dunks aie iii use, how can the 
use of these drags (which aie less expensixe) be 
held in disiepute ^ 

The hemp plant IS not woi shipped in Sind, but 
IB called the plant of Shu a (god), and ^lus'-almans 


who aie piohibited the use of any naicotic call it 
the "humble plant ’’ 

34 Habitual consumeis would, indeed, be incon- 
venienced if they had to foiego the use of any 
of these drags It is a well-knowm fact, and it is not 
necessary to give any leasons for it Yet I give 
some paiallel cases Peisons habituated to use in 
heat will be really enfeebled if they can get only 
jawan oi bajn foi food When one’s constitution 
suffeis by changing one kind of food foi anothei, it 
is not likely that consumers of naicotic drugs 
would not be mconvemenced by bieakmg off the 
habit I ha\e had no opportunities of aseertammg 
the piobable numbei of each class 

35 The use of any of these drags cannot be pio- 
hibited The drag would be illicitly consumed 
Theie is no likelihood of such a pioliibition bemg 
enfoieed The piohibition would undoubtedly occa- 
sion discontent among the consumeis Besides, it 
w'ould cause so much loss of revenue to Govern- 
ment The discontented would cause much dis- 
tuibance, and would dislike the Goxemment The 
prohibition would not be followed by lecouise to 
alcoholic drinks oi othei drags Theie would be 
a great many complamts if the use weie prohibited, 
and people would use it ilhcitl)’', wffiich again would 
lead to the commission of moie offences 

36 In my opinion alcohol is not used in sub- 
stitution of any of these drags If a diinkei ol 
bhang, aftei talong bhang and being well satisfied 
wnth the mtoxieation it gives him, takes an alcoholic 
dimk aftei it, he loses all pleasuie in the bhang 
drink 

Besides, alcoholic dunks aie moie expensive, and 
so they cannot be substituted foi bhang drink 
But bhang can safely and with less expense be sub- 
stituted foi alcoholic stimulants 

37 The effects of chaias smoking aie immediate , 
chaias is more heating than gan 3 a In Sind the 
numbei of chaias smokeis exceeds the numbei of 
gan 3 a smokeis 

39 The effects of dnnknig bhang and smolong 
ganja and chaias hare aheady been given in the 
diffeient answ'eis aboxe 

40 Bhang is piesciibed by Gieek and Hindu 
physicians foi its medicinal pioperties In some 
diseases bhang is piescnbed, m othei its seeds, and 
in othei s again ma 3 um (a new pieparation of 
bhang) Bhang is used in the tieatment of cattle 
disease, and it is very beneficial m certain cases 

41 The benefits of the modeiate use of these 
drags aie giien below, bhang aids the poweis of 
digestion, and so does gan 3 a, and chaias i taken in 
small quantities 

All the tliiee give staying-jiowei in cases of seveie 
exertion Bhang is not stiengthening duimg ex- 
posure and does not alleviate fatigue Gan 3 a and 
chaias give staying-pow ei against exposuie 
Bhang is beneficial in hot weathei These drags 
seive the purposes mentioned in (c), but not m all 
cases Phlegmatic constitutions would denve be- 
nefit from chaias and gan 3 a , but bilious men 
would be benefited by bhang dnuks But m eases 
of phlegm and bile bhang is taken only by fakiis, 
middle class people and labourers, and not by neh 
men, who, in cases («), (J) and (c), lesoit to othei 
iicli prepaiations 

42 If not beneficial, it is haimless , but if 
bhang be taken in ivintei and ganja and chaias in 
summei ivithout any iiecessitj foi them, they would 
piobablj be iiyuiious 

4 3 The}' appeal to be inoffensu e to tl eir 
neighbours, 
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44 It IS lelieslimg It does not allay liungei 
It cieates an ordinary appetite Tlie effects last 
until it IS time to take the drags again Want o£ 
the drags piodnces many ill-efteets, such as sleep- 
lessnesBj yawning, loss o£ appetite, uneasiness, and 
longing 

45 If taken foi its benefits, it piodnces no 
nomons lesults, physical, mental oi moial It does not 
mjuie the digestion, does not cause dysenteiy, bion- 
clutis 01 asthma It does not impau the moial 
sense, and induces no laziness, does not piodnce 
habits o£ immorahty oi debancheiy It does not 
i^pafl en the intellect It does not piodnce msamty 

46 It injuies the digestion, piodnces bionchitis 
and asthma (cliaias and gan3a, but not bhang), 
cbaias and ganja impaii the moial sense, hut not 
bhang The two, i£ excessively used, produce laziness 
and habits o£ immoiality and debancheiy, but not 
bhang All the three deaden the mtelleet They 
do not piodnce insanity, but loss o£ consciousness 
during the time the intoxication lasts Persons do 
dimk bhang in older to obtain relief from mental 
anxiety It is not insanity , but it is loss o£ con- 
sciousness that often tends to mdnlgence in the use 
of hemp drags 

47 and 48 It does not appear to be a hereditaij’' 
habit, noi does it affect the children 

49 Bhang IS used as an aphiodisiae It gives 
prolonged pleasure dm mg copulation, similarly 
chains and ganja are used, but then effects are not 
prolonged, and after a short time they impau manly 
power Prostitutes do use it The use of bhang 
does not tend to pioduce impotence 

50 Excessive use of bhang piodnces impotency, 
and excessive use of these drags pi events all 
those benefits which oidinaiily result fiom their 
moderate use 

51 Some bad chaiaeteis use these drag^ moder- 
ately, others use them excessively, some habi- 
tually and others occasionally foi theu benefits 
The model ate use has no connection with cnme in 
geneial oi with ciime of any special chaiactei , but 


the excessive use has some connection with crime, 
in so far as intoxication deadens all moral sense 
and mcites to the commission of offences 

52 Answers to this question have been given m 
question 5 

53 The excessive use of chaias and gan3a incites 
to unpiemeditated cnme, sometimes violent and 
sometimes otherwise It cannot mcite to muider 
Excessive consumers, when provoked while intoxi- 
cated, are incited to commit violent cnme But 
this IS not applicable to bhang dnnkeis, for bhang 
induces quietness of temper 

54 Some, veiy few, cnminals do so 

55 Cnminals do so, but then yictims are not so 
much stupefied as to give the cnminals oppor- 
tunities to commit offences , but if the drag is 
given in excessive quantities the victims will be 
stupefied If the victims aie habitual dimkeis or 
smokers, they cannot be stupefied without noixing 
dhatnia , but occasional consnmeis will be stupefiw 
by moderate as well as excessive quantities 

56 Bhang pounded and drank, unmixed with 
otheis, would pioduce dry and cold intoxication , 
but if mixed with massalas, such as almonds, 
kernels, cardamoms, aniseed, sneeoiy, sugaicandy, 
and pcppei, null pioduce wet and oily intoxication, 
that IS, it null not pioduce diyness in the mouth, 
and, if mixed with ghee and milk, null strengthen 
the constitution If dhatnra is mixed with it, 
it would pioduce au unconscious state, innhich one 
would prattle foolishly I speak this fiom expe- 
rience 

57 It is noi usual to eat oi dnnk ganja or 
eharas in Smd Bnt in exceptional cases gan3a is 
eaten and drank Partiouhis regarding the above 
have been given in questions 19 and 88 But 
Aghorees, a sect of fakiis, eat gan3'i and elm as, 
dhatmaand other poisonous drags and tobacco with- 
out any visible effects being pioduced on them 

58 I cannot leplj’' to questions fiom 58 to 70 
Questions nndei this chaiitei can well be answered 
by Government officeis and othei mteiestedpeisons 


27. Emdence of the Bet. A E Bali, Mi^sionai y , Chuich Mts'iionai y Society, 

acJii 


1 I have completed thuteen 3'eai‘s of senuce m 
Smd, bnt till witbin the past few weeks I have 
not taken advantage of any opportunities I might 
have had to infoim myself regarding matters con- 
nected with hemp drags, and the infoimation I 
now give, such as it is, has been gathered by pei- 
Eonal enqnuy from natives, Chiistian, Muham- 
madan and Hmdu 

2 Bhang only is piepaied in Smd Gan3a, 
eharas, bhang 01 bhang 

10 No, they are of the same classes as othei 
agncultnral cultivators 

18 All three deteriorate by keepmg No Eoi 
Six months bhang keeps well, aftei which, time it 
begins to deteriorate Aftei a yeai it loses its 
go^ appeaiance, and neaily but not all its effect 
If kept well coiked m a bottle 01 ]ar, it will keep 
good foi a longei tune 

19 Por smokmg only 

20 All religious mendicants, sanyasis, bawas, 
Dhagats, jogis, etc , smoke gan3a and obaias, and 
maw Biabmms, and all Muhammadan fakus and 
the lowei classes of Muhammadans, such as coolies, 
etc Nearly all Pathaus smoke chaias 


21 Plat IS piefeiied Chur is also used, but 
not the round gan3a 

22 Poieign PiomYaikand 

23 No 

24 (a) Dunng the holidays such as the Dewali, 
Hob, etc, bhang IS eaten m a sweetmeat called 
ma3nm, and it is also sometimes mixed with the 
floui used m makmg a kind of food called 
" patoia 

(d) Neaily all Hmdu shopkeepeis aie moderate 
consumeis of bhang, and all Hindu mendicants use 
it, many of them I feai, to excess Neaily all 
low classes, Muhammadans and fakus also drink it 
As a rale, so fai as I can learo, the higliei classes 
do not dnnk bhang except on special occasions 

25 So far as I can 3ndge, from the infoimation 
I have gathered, I should say there is no increase 
in the use of these drags, except such as may result 
from increase of population 

28 (a) Habitual modeiate consumers — 

Bhang 1 paisa 

Chaias 2 „ 

Gaiija 1 „ 
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(i) Habitual excessive Consumers — 

Bhang 1 anna 

Charns 3 to 4 annas 

Ganja 3 pai^a 

29 Ghin 3 a is oidinanlj' mixed with tobacco 

Sometimes mawabs, % e , those who use these 

drugs to escessj put a little dliatuia into chans and 
ganja to induce gieatei intoxication Dhatuia is 
also occasionally mixed with any o£ these drags £oi 
pui poses o£ lei enge 01 lobbeiy Bhang is some- 
times made with milh instead of watei and is 
called “ dudhi bhang ” 

“ Bhang massala/’ a paisa woith, which I 
bought at a grocer's in the bazai, contamed 
almondSj nutmeg, Lhaskhas (poppy seed), ilaelu 
(caradamoms), saun£ (aniseed), and jantu, sugai 
IS sometimes mixed with this bhang massala, and 
m the hot season dned rosebuds are generally 
added 

30 Mostly m company Ganja and charas aie 
nearly alwnys, i£ not always, smoked in company, 
as the pipe is handed from one to anothei In the 
Hindu itLarnos (a kind of mixed dliaimsala and 
temple) a great deal of bhang dunking is earned 
on e\ery eiening Tins is also trae of the abodes 
of Muhammadan fakun 

It IS mainly confined to the male sex, though a 
' fair numbei of the oldei w omen dnnk bhang It 
IB not usual foi children to consume any of these 
drags 

31 Yes Yes, but not so difficult for young 
men, and though difficult, not impossible foi any 
'one, especially 3 the smokci oi dnnkei be well fed 
Yes 

32 There are certain customs obsened by bhang 
dnnkers In a temple (tikamii) the Bawa, after 
having strained the bhang thiough a cloth, takes 
the solid matter left and squeezing it into shape 
places it on the ground before him as a lepiesenta- 
tioii of Slii\a (the hnga) Having filled his lota, 
he sprinkles a little of the bhang on the Imga, 
sajing “Lena Sluva Sambu, piyma taiyai hai” 
“ Take, 0 Sim a, the cup is leady ” He then gives 
some to the rest and as a rale each one bcfoie 
dnnking says “ Name Narayan maha purs ” “In 
the name of Naiaj an (Vishnu) the gieat creator ” 
Such drinking is generally temperate, but some- 
times, on holidays, it becomes excessive 

33 Amongst respectable people the use of ganja 
and charas is in disiepute, simply so fai as I can 
gathei because of its intoxicating effect I have 
given a few common sayings about these drags, 
from winch may, I think, be gathei ed the general 
opinion of the majontj m leference to then use I 
am told that there is no custom of woi shipping the 
hemp plant 

A few common sayings in regaid to the use of 
hemp drags These were taken down as repeated 
by ganja smokers and otheis 

Ganja aur suka pine se hurmat gaj i, 

Laj bhaim gayi chhut, 

Anaj beehke lac ganja, 

Gaj 1 baij e ki phut ? 

Gay 1 haij e ki phut, 

Kill i yell bina bicliaie, 

Bma bichaie sail kaie. 

So paolihc pachtae 

I am told that the fust veise is a question asked 
by a wife from her husband, whose answei is given 
in the second veise The meaning, loughly, is as 
follows — 

Thiough smoking ganja and tobacco character 


16 lost and modesty destroyed Does not the heart 
of that man break who sells com to buy ganja ? 

My heart was bioken mdeed I did it without 
thought, and all who act without thought Will 
have to repent 

Suka savai ganja ka bhai 
Manga susia am khawe jamai 

Tobacco and bhang, the brothers of ganja. 

The father -in-law begs and the son-in-law eats 

This has been explained to me to mean that the 
use of these drugs bungs a father -in-law to beg- 
gary and reduces the son-in-law to such a state 
that he is content to sit m the house and eat 

Suka piwe smada, 

Guiaku piwe lal, 

Ganja piwe lakhpati, 

Urawc ghar ka mal 

The last two lines mean — Let a wealthy man 
smoke ganja and he will squander his property 

85 Hardly Prohibition would almost certainly 
lead to illicit consumption 

In the case of bhang I am assured by natives 
that if bhang diinkeis could not get it, they would 
dunk “pust," poppy seeds, piepaied with water 
like bhang, and in case they could not get “ pust," 
they would drmk “ bojo," a feimented liquor made 
wnth wheat, iice oi othei grain 

37 Cliaias intoxicates more qmckly than ganja 

40 There is a difference of evidence, but I gathei 
that bhang is lecommended in cases of v’eneieal 
disease and that gioimd into powdei it is useful for 
external application to piles For the same disease 
a pinch of powdered bhang with an equal quantity 
of sugar IS eaten by some in the morning Tmc- 
ture of charas and charas pills are said to be good 
foi cough and asthma - 

"Wlien cattle lefuse then food, bhang is often 
given to them to produce appetite When a 
calf dies and tlie cow lefuses to give milk when 
anothei calf is brought, bhang is given and the 
covv undei the intoxicatmg mfluence of the drag 
gives milk and nevei lefuses to do so afteiwards 

41 (a) Bhang cieates appetite, helps digestion, 
and, used moderately, may be beneficial 

(6) Bhang may be useful, but I doubt whether 
in the long ran a bhang diinkei would do moie 
woik than one who abstains It does alienate 
fatigue I am told 

(c) No 

Charas and ganja are not beneficial even when 
used moderately 

42 All I have spoken to agree in saying that 
the moderate use of bhang is haimless, but that 
such use of ganja and chains is haimful 

43 As a rule they are inoffensive 

44 The smoking of charas and ganja quickly 
produces intoxication, bunging a sense of 
pleasmeto the smokei 

Bhang is cooling and refreshing and does not 
by itself, as usually taken well diluted with water, 
produce intoxication Heie in Karachi some 
of the shop-keepers place two large earthen 
vessels outside their shops, one contaimng bhang, 
the other watei, and any Hindu passei-by is at 
liberty to dimk This is considered a work of 
ment Because of its cooling, lefresbmg effect, 
it IS moie laigely consumed in the hot season than 
in the cold 
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Bhang dimking pioduces appetite The effect | 
lasts about half an houi 

In the case of the modeiate habitual eonsiimei, 
and moie so in the case of the excessive habitual 
tonsumei, the ■want of giatification pioduces a 
longing and uneasiness, such as aching in the 
limbs and disinclination to talk oi woik 

45 I have never hno'wn a ease of insanity 
produced by the use of these drugs, but one of 
oui Chnstians, a native of Ahmedabad, tells me 
that he knew a native Chiistian who died mad 
through smoking ganja and chains 

47 An experienced native doctor whom I 
questioned on this subject gave it as his opmion 
that habitual modeiate use of these drags does 
not affect the children of the consumer 
49 The sweetmeat majum in which bliang is 
mixed IS eaten by some as an aphrodisiac I ques- 
tioned a native doctor and others on this subject, 
and I gathei that piostitutes use bhang foi this 
purpose An English official of high standing 
and long semce in Sind told me that he is qmte 


convinced that the use of these drags makes the 
increase of population less rapid than it otheiivise 
would be 

50 Eiom native sources T gathei that the 
excessive use of any of these drugs does produce 
impotence 

52 Eiom what I gather from native sources, 
I should say that a large piopoi-tion of bad chai- 
acteis are excessive conrameis of these drugs 
•" 55 Yes, I am told that they sometimes do so 
Yes, a native doctoi told me of the case of a young 
man, unused to bhang dunking, who had been 
completely stupefied by bhang and whom he had 
been called to see a few weeks ago 

56 Mawalis (drankaids) use dhatuia with these 
drugs to induce greater intoxication, and very 
poor people sometimes mix dhatuia with these 
diugs, as they can get it (dhatuia) for nothing, 
and can thus become mtoxieated cheaply 

68 So far as I can gathei, there are no houses 
[ 01 shops licensed for the sale of these drugs 
> -wheie they may be consumed on the premises 


28 JEvidence of MKRon’ET) liKiK, MuMai kcci of Ryde^ahad 


1 I have seen the cultivation of bhang plant 
I have made enqumes from bhang cultivators, as, 
for mstance, fiom Paral of Jam Tanda and other 
cultivators, and from tapedais and bhang mer- 
chants 

2 These definitions will do for my piovmee 
Each of these products is known here by the 
names given in the question 

8 I do not know in what districts the hemp 
plant glows spontaneously, but I hear that it 
glows m abundance spontaneously in the Punjab and 
Baluclustan, owing to the fall of snow and rain 

4 It IS knovvn by fiv'e names — 

(1) Akoe — It grows in hills and has blown 
leaves, and not green leaves like Sind bhang, and 
IS moie intoxicating than the Sind plant, i e , 
five times as strong 

(2) Sahzi, which is the oidinaiy bhang 

(3) Paw, which is without seeds It is seed- 
less (or khasi), and is very intoxicating Ganja is 
made from it 

(4) Nangin — It is so called because the culti- 
vators kill serpents and bury them m the giound, 
and then cultivate the plant on the giound with 
the object that it may become moie intoxi- 
cating 

(5) Bubakain, i e , pioduced in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla (Karachi It is the best bhang in 
Karachi It is the best bhang in Sind 

(6) It IS also called the plant of Shiva god 
This IS not a diffeient kind of bhang but the same, 
because some Hindus call it Shiva's plant 

(7) Bijia — Sanyasis and othei Hindu fakiis 
(.all it bijia 

5 Autumnal rains, snow and sea-watei aid the 
growth of the wild hemp, which generally grows 
near sea-watei 

6 I cannot say anything, as the plant does not 
grow here ^ 

7 The hemp plant is cultivated 

(o) and [h) Ho 

(c) Yes 

{d) For seeds. , 


It IS cultivated in taluka Halla, zilla Hyder- 
abad, in taluka Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and the 
produce must be above 3,000 maunds It is culti- 
vated in limited quantities in other parts of the 
country, but that is especially lesen ed by culti- 
vators foi then own use, and is not sold to faimeis, 
and about 500 maunds of this kmd aie raised 

8 Recently there lias been a decrease in the 
area undei cultiv'ation m the Halla taluka, for the 
cultivators find it moie convenient and easier and 
more profitable to cultivate othei ceieals Foi- 
meily the cotton cultivation was less theie than 
at present, because now, on account of the busk 
cotton maiket, moie land is brought under cotton 
cultivation and less under hemp cultivation Foi- 
meily about 1,000 oi 1,200 maunds of bhang were 
pioduced, now only 100 oi 150 are pioduced 

9 The methods of hemp cultivation aie generally 
the same as aie used in cultivating other products, 
i I?, the land IS fiist cleared of weeds, iingated, 
ploughed, and then seeds aie scatteied over it 
The hemp cultivation lequiies moie water and 
more caie than othei cultivations 

10 Bhang cultivators do not form a special 
class They aie of the same classes as othei agii- 
cultuial cultivators, but lu Khebai and Bubak the 
cultivators aie mostly Hindus 

11 No plants are cultivated foi the pioduetion 
of ganja in this piovince , but law ganja is made 
fiom the cultivated plant and not fiom the wild 
plant 

12 No wild plant grows here, noi is ganja 
piepaied m this piovmce, theiefoie I cannot say 
where the wild plant is cultivated foi the produc- 
tion of ganja I cannot name the distncts oi the 
tracts in which this occurs Noi can I say any- 
thing about the extupation of the male plant in 
such cases, but m this piovmce the male plant is 
found in the hemp cultivation, which is made foi 
tiade purposes it is extirpated and leseiwed by the 
cultivators foi diinkmg pm poses 

13 Theie is no lestnction in this province, and 
I cannot say in what other distncts such a lestiic- 
tion is in foice, and why those distncts weie select- 
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cd, and why thcic is no lestnction heiOj becanse no 
homp IB culti\ated foi the pioduction of ganja 
I hoar that gau^a is cultivated m Bomhaj , Paiivel, 
and in Cutoh If it weio cultiialed here it can be 
done , but people do not know how to cultii ate it 

11 The follouang pioducts aje picpared fiom 
the hemp plant — 

(а) No ganja is piepared 

(б) No charas is piepaied 

(c) Bhang is pi-epaied 

Bhang is produced m Khobar and Mehar, taluka 
Ilalla, zilla Hjdeiabad, and in Bubak, taluka 
Schuan, zilla Karachi, to the extent of about 3,000 
maunds 

15 The unld plant docs not grow hero at all, 
hence I cannot gi\c an; paiticulais icgaiding 
preparations from it for smoking, eating or dnnk* 
mg purposes As regards the cultuated plant — 

(J) It IS not smoked, but gAnudt bhang is 
often smoked as ganja along walk tobacco 

(/i) Bhang is not eaten , but atcad/tvt falnrs 
powder lea\es in their hands and cat them law 
Jfajum IB also made from bhang It is first 
boiled in water The naler is sifted and mixed 
with sugar, after which it dries into a solid ma^s 
It is then cut into small pieces and sold 

(C) The plant is niajwl, dried, and beaten 
The Icaacs, seeds and stalks arc then separated 
Lcaicsand seeds arc used in dunking gcnerallj 

IG Bhang is not prepared m houses, but is 
prepared where the plant grows Ganja and 
chara" arc not prepare in this pronnee, only 
ghnndi ganja is prepared 

17 In this country only bhang is prepared fiom 
the hemp plant, 'and it is so prcjiared by those w ho 
cultnateit (Hindus and Muhammadans) 

18 All the three drugs detenorate by keeping 
They lo'-e their effects in time With oidinary care 
these drags do keep good for tw o oi three y cars, 
Mtcr whieii they- lose their intoxicating ctreetB, 
notmthstanding’all p«sib'c care The causes are 
the natural decay of all things produced from 
eartli No special means arc adopted to preaent 
deterioration 

19 Chams and ganya aroused only for smoking 

20 In Sind persons of Kor elas-^cs and Pathans 
smoke them Besides sany n‘-is, nanga®, suthnas, 
1 aliens and other fakirs smoko them, and they 
be'ong to low clas<-cs of people 

One-fourth of Pathans, half of sany ads, and 
about half of nangas and suthnas No special 
places are appointed for smoking them , but it is 
greatly done in otaras, madhis, tikanas, and dharm- 
salas ,* occasionally in houses and jungles 

21 Plat ganya is prefeiied , but poor men some- 
times use thur also, toi it is cheap No special 
places aic used for smolung it 

22 Foreign charas is used It is imported 
from Kandahar, and is called Yaikand chaias It 
IS first imported into Amntsai, whence it is im- 
ported into Sind 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking, but strong 
ganja smokers smoko the ghwdi at times wlien 
they cannot get ganya , but I cannot say in what 
localities and what classes of poisons smoke it, and 
they must be xeiy few 

at Bhang is not ordinanly eaten by any class 
VoL YU 


of men in any locality , but in laie cases it is eaten 
by awadAut fakirs, and the pioportion of such 
eaters cannot be given But bhang is drank by 
almost all classes of people, except Europeans, 
Paisis, and Boias It is generally in otaias, madhis, 
tikanas, and occasionally in houses About 88 
poi cent aie bhang dimkeis 

25 The use of bhang and chaias IS increasing, 
but the use of ganja is on the deciease The reason 
of the deciease in the consumption of ganja is 
that it does not produce instantaneous intoxication 
People hare thciefoie left off ganja and taken to 
chaias The use of bhang has incieased, because it 
is so cooling, and because moie is used in company 

26 The proportion of the consumers cannot be 
aecuiwtely fixed , but the follownng aie the appioxi- 
matc figures — 

(0) 90 per cent 

(ii 50 per cent 

(c) 20 per cent 

(d) 1 0 per cent 

27 The consumers aio mainly taken fiom the 
followang classes — 

Sany asis, suthnas, bhagats, machlus (fishmon- 
gers), mirbahars, and kanyais (follow'ers of pros- 
titutes), boatmen 

The taking of opium, bad company and debauch- 
ery lead to this practice Sometimes in the 
beginning it is taken as a medicine, and then it 
grows into a habit 

2S (fl) Bhang 1 i tolas, and cost six pics 

Charas ] i masa, cost 9 pies 

Ganja 3 masas, and cost six pies 

29 {a) Tobacco is mixed with chaias and ganya 

(1) Conandcr, aniseed, cardamoms, sugar, al- 
monds, and occasionally milk me mixed wnth 
bhang The object of mixing the above tiling 
IB to get moie pleasuie, but nothing is mixed in 
bhang which is offered foi sale 

30 I cannot say what quantities aie consumed 
in solitude and w hat in company The use of it 
16 chiefly confined to the male sex I cannot say 
in what time of life it is used Some boys and 
women, too, consume bhang, &,c 

31 The habit is easily formed, and it is lathei 
difilcnlt to bleak off The modeiate habit deielops 
into the cxcessne if the quantity' is daily incieased 

32 There arc social customs in regard to the 
consumption of bhang alone When a party of 
Hindu bhagats or sangats assembles bhang is used 
The use is only' modeiate It is not likely- that 
such a custom will lead to the foi matron of a 
liabit, or is otheiwase inyunous Tlie use is not 
considcied as csbcntial 

33 The consumption of ganya and chaias is 
considered to be bad The publio opinion in legard 
to the piacticc is that these txvo drags should not 
be used at all I haxc nevoi seen a lespcctabie man 
using cither I think the use of any form of the 
narcotics is in disicpute The smokcis present a 
wa etched and miserly appearance Tliey grow irn- 
tablc if they cannot get it at thou fixed time, and 
me led to commit both sin and offence 

It IB publicly Icnow-n that the use of bhang is 
piohibited according to Muhammadan law, but 
its use IS allowed among Hindus, and it is not 
used in excess Besides Hindus use the bhang as 
an offenng to Shiva god, foi which it is called 
Shu-a’s plant But I, on my part, think that the 
use of bhang too is disreputable, foi it isanaieotic 
Very few dnnkeis would stick to the oiiginal 
quantity, but a laigei numbei, out of meie luxuiy, 

2s 
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would go on increasing it giadually, and would fall 
into excess Such men would not satisfaetonly 
dischaige then ordmary duties, and would always 
be lazy, dull, and timid, and would lose all their 
energy and pluck 

34 It would be a senous piivation to consumers 
to foiego the use, le, fakiis, suthnas, nangas, 
sanyasis, hhagat, and the hlussalmans of otaras and 
the Hindus of tikanas Habitual consumeis are so 
habituated to them that they cannot eat with any 
good appetite, noi get any sleep, nor get fiee 
motions until they use the drug If such men 
were to forego their use they would fall ill I 
cannot gii e any idea of the probable numbers of 
each class 

85 It would be difficult to piohibit tbe use of 
bhang at once It is piobable that the drag 
would be illicitly used It would he difficult to 
enfoice piohibition The piohibition would cause 
seiious ffiscontent among the consnmera , hut it is 
not lilrely that the discontent would amount to 
political dangei It is possible that people would 
think of lesoitmg to alcohol oi othei drags 

As foi charas and ganja, I am of opinion that 
they can be prohibited, and there would be no 
difficulty in so doing, but in that case bhang 
would be consumed to a larger extent 

36 There is no leason to think so 

87 I do not smoke ganja and chaias, and 
neithei ha\e I any expeiience of them , but fiom 
enquuies made fiom smoKeis, it appeals that the 
effects of chaias smoking aie in no way diffeient 
from those of ganja smoking, except the smoking of 
chaias pioduces instantaneous efeets, foi which 
leason it is piefeiied to ganja 

38 The diffeience cannot be known 

39 I cannot answei this question, as I have no 
expenence 

40 Bhang is often prescribed in sj^phihs and in 
piles No furthei paiticulais can be obtained I 
have not heaid any of these being used in the treat- 
ment of cattle-disease 

41 I do not know that the use of chaias is in 
any u ay beneficial in its effects But bhang is 
sometimes beneficial in (a) I cannot say anj thing 
as to (&), (f), and [d) 

42 They aie not harmless, and I have given 
particulais under answer to question 33 

43 They become offensive to their neighbouis if 
they do not get the drag at then pioper time 

44 It IS refieshing It pioduces modeiate in- 
toxication It does not allay hunger It creates 
appetite The effect lasts foi one horn oi two 
Theie aie no aftei-effects The want of the drag 
produces longmg 

45 Tlie habitual modeiate use will pioduce 
noxious lesults If the modeiate habit develops 
into the exeessiie, all the effects gi\en m answers 
to question 45 are produced , and if the drag is not 
used at the proper time, it is in eveiy way injuxi- 
ons Therefoie, it IS not good to make it a habit 
But, if not otbeiwise necessarj, the moderate use 
will not piodnce any bad effects Pnrther paidi- 
cnlais under this question can better be given by 
doctors or physicians 

46 It would produce moie noxious effects 

47 and 18 No 


49 Yes, these drags are used as an aphrodisiac 
Prostitutes do use them as such The use of the 
drags for this purpose is imdoubtedly moie injuri- 
ous than its use as an ordinary nai cotie 

Reasons — It would bring on debility and lazi- 
ness, and the modeiate habit would develop into 
the excessive, and the manly powers would be im- 
paiied The excessive use of hemp drug tends to 
pioduce impotence 

50 Answer to this question is given above 

51 Bad charaeteiB also use these drugs as othei s 
do Such use has no connection with cnme in 
general 

52 The excessive use is likely to pioduce affraj s 
01 quail elhng 

53 I do not know that the excessive use of 
these drags would incite to nnpiemeditated eiime , 
hut in cases of disagieement, violent offences have 
been committed 

54 I do not know 

55 I do not know if ciiminals mduee their 
victims to partake of these drags, and so to stupefj 
themselves without admixture 

66 Coiiander, aniseed and sugar aie mixed 
with bhang, and theieby its intoxicating effects 
are lessened, but if dhatura is mixed with bhang, 
the intoxication is so much incieased that it will 
induce an unconscious state I have seen and 
heaid of such cases 

57 I cannot answer this question 

58 The system is working well undei me, hnd 
requires no improvement 

59 This requires no reply 

60 Ganja IS not made in this provinee, hence 
I cannot answei this question 

61 Chaias is not pioduced heie I cannot, theie- 
foie, answer this question 

62 The piepaiation, sale and transport of bhang 
IB under contiol, but the cultivation is not con- 
trolled Hence people cultrvate rt for their drink- 
ing pnrjKises, but the same, when prepared or 
used, IS an offence, and the planters, the facts 
are proved against them, aie convicted Hence 
peisons get opportunities of inci easing the use of 
the drag, and the Government revenue suffers Its 
cultivation also should, theiefoie, he piohibited, 
except under a license All opportunities for the 
increase of its use would disappeai, and no offences 
would he committed, and Government levenue 
would not suffer 

63 and 64 I have no objection 

65 I see no reasons for alteration in the vari- 
ous taxations 

66 I see no reason to alter the piesent mode 

67 I have no objection in legaid to this 

68 I can form no opinion 

69 The wishes of the people are not consulted 
before opemng a shop, but they aie considered 

70 Theie are no facts regarding the importa- 
tion 01 smugglmg of these drags from Native 
States to which attention may be drawn If such 
drugs aie illicitly imported oi otherwise smuggled, 
they aie piopeily mqmied into and dealt with 



299 


29 jGJci(/e);ce £>/■ Pribhdas SnEWAKUAM Aevani Seoretaiy, Band of Hop^, 

Sydeiabad, Stnd, 


1 I have visited the hemp drug shops, and 
made enquines on the subject 

2 The definitions appeal to me to be coriect 

Chains and ganja aie not manafactmed m Sind 

They aie imported The fonnei £iom Yaikand via 
Amntsai, and the latter fiom Catch and othei 
places 

Bhang, chains, and ganja Bhang is also locally 
called sai, sabzi, Shiva-ji-buti (loot), pani, bijaya, 
nanigan, and bahakain 

3 It glows on the lulls west of Smd (Beluchis- 
tan) and in the Punjab 

4, 5 and 6 I cannot say 

7 (a) and (d) No 
(c) and (d) Yes 

Mostlj in Bubak in the Sehwan taluka (Kaiachi 
district) neai Manchai lake , also in the nllage 
of Khalira and Mahia (Hala taluka, Hjdeiabad 
distnct), and in the taluka of Nowsheio Abio 
(Siukarpur distiiot)' 

8 I am infoianed that in the 'Kaiachi and 
Shikarpiii distiiots theie was incicase owing to 
faiouiable inundation last year In the Hydeia- 
bad distnct there has been conadeiable deciease 
in the aiea undei cultivation 

9 The giound is at fiist cleared of jungle , 
then manuied, watei-ed, and ploughed Hemp 
seeds aie then sown broadcast, and when they 
germinate and the plant leaches matunty, it is 
reapd, and then dned in the sun After it is 
dned, it is tin ashed and used as bhang 

10 No , they aie of the ordinary agncultunst 
class 

11 Ganja is not pioduced in Sind 

12 Not in Smd, as far as I am awaie 

13 Hemp is not cultuated in Smd for the 
production of ganja, 

14 (a) and (i) No 
[c) Yes 

About 3,000 maunds of bhang in the Karachi 
distnct , about 500 maunds m the Hyderabad 
district About the Slukaipur distnct I do not 
know 

15 fide answei to question No 9 

Bhang is only drank Very few peisons when 
they cannot get ehaias and ganja smoke the dned 
flowering top ot the hemp plant giown in Sind foi 
use as bhang with tobacco. In some exceptional 
cases the tops aie eaten also 

16 (a) No Geneially by the cultivators in 

then fields i 

[b) Yes 

(c) We import ganja and chaias into Smd 
fiom othei places, and theiefoie we have no in- 
foimation about its pioduction 

17 By the agncultunsts, 

18 Bhang will not det6noiate by keeping foi 
thieeyeais jfr.piopei care is taken and evposuie 
pievented , chaias for two yeais, and ganja foi 
tin ee 5 ears 

vol vn 


19 Yes, foi smoking 

20 Chains and ganja aie used by both Hindus 
and Muhammadans, but chiefly by nomadic falois, 
jogis, etc, in (Hindu) Sbivite temples, and 
(Muhammadans) otaias and baithaks 

21 Plat ganja is geneially used in Smd foi 
smoking Pool peisons use chui ganja because it 
IS cheap 

22 Foreign It is imported fiom Yaikand via 
Amntsai 

28 fide answei to question 15 Not as a rule 
A few use it, especially fakiis when they do not 
get ganja in time 

24 Hindus and Muhammadans use it They 
dnnk it about 80 pei cent Hindus and 60 per cent 
Muhammadans 


26 Ganja on the decrease and chaias on the 
inciease Ghinja takes moie time to produce the 
necessary effiect than chaias, and hence it is not 
smoked by many 
26 Bhang — 


pel cent 
(a) 70 

(i) 20 

(a) 70 


C3 

a 

i 

<5 


I cannot give the exact pro- 
portion of the consumers of 
ehai-as and ganja 


(if) 30 

27 Bhang is drunk by all classes, and by the 
nch and the poor, and especially by fakus and 
ascetics 


Chaias and ganja are smoked by fakirs and 
wandering tubes who live by begging 

28 The quantity vanes greatly, ranging (bhang) 
from i tola to 10 tolas, (chaias) from 4 tola to 
1 tola, and (ganja) fiom | tola to 1 tola 1 tola 
of bhang costs 4 pies 1 tola of chaias costs 
6 annas 1 tola of ganja costs 2 annas 

29 Oidinanly water is mixed with the bhang 
But on festival days, Holi and Shivaratn, sugai- 
candy, almonds, cardamom, aniseed, and other 
spices are added to it, and then it is termed 
Sometimes bhang is first soaked m water, put into 
a lag, and then maceiated after it is heated over 
the lire Chaias and ganja are oidinanlj smoked 
with tobacco 


30 (o) Same in either case 

(6) Generally the male sex Old females 
also use bhang Chaias and ganja geneially by 
males and some prostitutes 

(c) No, not as a rale 

31 (a) Yes, in company 

(5) Yes in case of bhang if the niodeiate 
consumeiB become excessive drinkers, but chaias 
and ganja smokers feel difliculty *in bieakmg off 
even the moderate habit ‘ 


(c) Yes 


32 On certain festiial days, such as (Hindu) 
Hoh and Shivaiatn and (Muhammadans) Mohur- 
ram, a large quantity of bhang is prepared, especi- 
ally in temples and otaias, and offered to allcomers 
It IS very much diluted with water, and is drank 
as a leficshing draught It is very temperate and 
will not lead to excess There is no such custom 
as regards chaias and ganja 

2s3 
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33 There le no public opinion in regaid to the 
use o£ bhang The followers of Shiva (Shmtes) 
look upon bhang as sacred, because then god 
(Shiva) was, they say, fond of it, and took laige 
quantities of it 

Charas and ganja is in disiepute with the Sin- 
dhis because it produces cough, asthma, and some- 
times impotency 

34 Yes, to habitual excessive consumeis it vvnll 
be a piivation 

35 If piohibition be ordeied, other pisonous 
drugs, such as dhatuia, etc , would bo used by the 
excessive consumeis, oi the drug would be used 
illieitly It would cause discontent, but not such 
as to amount to political dangei The w ell-to-do 
will use liquoi, and falnrs dhatuin, aconite, etc 

36 No 

37 I cannot say Ganja takes more time than 
chaias to pioduce the necessaiy effect I am in- 
foimed tint chaias and ganja smoking has injun- 
ous effects on the nenous ^stcm 

38 I do not know Bound ganja is not imprt- 
ed in Sind 

39 Bhang is gcneially dnink finien it is 
smoked, it senes the purpose of ganja and charas 
[yiAe answei to question 16) Ganja and charas 
aie smoked Some falai-s eat charas, and it is said 
that it IS not less injurious in that foim 

40 Yes, bhang only The twigs are also used 
with other medical drags, and given m piles and to 
cheek dial ihcea Yes, bhang only 

41 (o) Yes , bhang only 

(i) I do not Iniow Charas 

and ganja are, howevei, stat- 
ed to give the staying 
powei 

(c) No 

\d) I cannot say 

Tide answei to question 27 

I refer to moderate habitual use of the drags 

42 Yes, of bhang harmless, but not of charas 
and ganja 

43 Yes 

44 Bhang is used as a refreshing draught, as a 
tonic to help digestion, and by old persons to bnng 
on sleep Bhang, charas, and ganja produce in- 
toxication The effect lasts from one to three 
horns It vanes accoiding to constitution and 
temperament The after-effects of charas and 
ganja are cough and asthma, produces longing, and 
in some cases uneasiness as well 

45 (a) I think not 

(i) and (c) No 

(d) The use of charas and ganja causes bron- 
chitis and asthma 

(e) and (/) No 

(р) I do not know any case 

46 (a) It causes loss of strength, trembling and 
mental weakness, and enfeebles the constitution 

(i) Yes , it causes loss of appetite. 

(с) No The use of chaias and ganja causes 
bronchitis and asthma 

(d) It mduces lazmess 

(e) It has m some cases produced insamty 

Eebable infoimation on the point can be had from 
the returns of the Lxmatic Asylum, Hyderabad, 
Sind ' 


/) I do not k-now any case , 

47 No 

48 Notasabeieditaryhabil 

49 In regaid to chaias and ganja only 

(а) and (i) Yes 

(c) Yes, it produces moie weakness 

(d) No 

50 («), (i) and (c) Yes 

(d) Yes , it enfeebles the sj'stem 

51 (a) and (i) No 

52 (fl) They are as a rale liabitual excessive 
consumers 

63 I tlunk it docs Some years ago a sepoy at 
Ilydeiabad i-an amuck, and it was believed that it 
was ovvnng to his having indulged in the excessive 
use of bhang 

54 I think they arc 

55 (o) Sometimes a picparation of bhang called 
majum is used for this purpose 

(б) I have been told that complete stupefaction 
can be induced by administering any of these drags 
without admixture in suflicicntly large doses 

56 (c) Dbatura is sometimes used as one of the 
mgiedients in the preparation of majnm (bhang 
preparation) 

57 Not in Sind, as far as I know 

58 The present system is based on Bombay 
Abkan Act V of 1878 and the rules framed there- 
under 

59 It IB capable of improvement only in one 
direction There should be local option No shop 
should bo allowed to bo opened until the wishes of 
the people livnng in the neighbourhood are consult- 
ed, and theic should bo also supemsion over the 
kind of hemp drags used by the retailers 

60 Ganja is not produced in Sind 

61 Charas is not produced in Sind 

62 If it can be arranged, cultivators should sow 
hemp seeds and reap the crop after getting the 
necessaiy permit fiom revenue officers, which is not 
the case now 

63 Perhaps it will be as well to fix the maxi- 
mum pnee for one tola of each drag, and to bind 
the letailei not to sell moiethan 5 tolas of bhang, I 
tola of chaias, and 1 tola of ganja to one person in 
one day 

64 No 

65 The pnvalege is put up to public auction 

The sy stem as regards the levy of duty^ on alco- 
hol IS diifeient There is a distilleiy at Kotn, and 
the duty which is levaed on all liquor manufactured 
theie vanes according to stiength 

66 No 

67 None, but the alterations proposed may be 
eonsideied 

68 There are no such shops, but where they 
exist they should be closed 

69 No, but they should be 

70 I do not know any 

Appendix 

By A Mbmbeb of thb Babdop Hofk, Hideuabad, 
Sind 

I am not aware that charas and ganja are 
piepaied anywheie in Sind, but they aie used for 
smoking, though then use is confined to the lower 


Moderate use of 
1 bhang beneficial, 
)• but not that of 
I charas and ganja 
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orfeis o£ the people^ espeenlly falai's, both Hindu 
and Muhammadan Both these axe veiy de- 
letenous, and injuiiously affect the system 
Habitual smohers o£ ganya and chaias lose then 
energy and become useless diones I have even 
heaid o£ cases in winch the immodeiate smoking 
o£ ganja has led to insanity I think moie lestne- 
tions on the consumption o£ both these things will 
lead to veiy salutaiy lesults 

Bhang 16 in common use among the people o£ 
Sind All classes o£ people, both higjh and low, 
indulge in it , but most people dnnk a weak, 
watery preparation o£ it called pango This is 
taken as a cooling dnnk, and persons subyect to 
piles take it either with or without some other 
medicine Bhang is said to have soothing and 
digestive properties In the case o£ habitual 
dnnkeis the ciamiig for it is so strong that until 
it is satisfied nothing on earth would give them 
any pleasure, and they become iintable and even 
violent without it The excessive use o£ it 
weakens the system and emaciates the body 

Bhang is largely grown in Bubak in the 
Kaiaehi district and in the Mir’s teiiitoiy, and 
in small patches m many parts o£ Smd The 


cultivation o£ it should be confined to particular 
localities wlueh may be favourable to its growth, 
and its growth elsewhere, even in very small quan- 
tities, strictly prohibited 

The rate at which it is sold by licensed retail 
vendors should be uniform, and should be fixed 
by Government, and not left to the option o£ the 
vendors as at present, as the practice of selling it 
at different rates to different persons results in 
discontent 

The privilege of possessing bhang up to half a 
seei by any one peison is very often abused, for 
instance, a person gomg to a fan and finding that 
bhang can be had there at a cheapei rate than in 
his own village buys two seeis of it, and as he 
cannot caiiy more than half a seei, he mduces his 
three companions to cany half a seei each for 
him as far as his village, and thus he successfully 
evades the law The rales as regards possessing 
and carrying bhang should be so modified as to 
preclude tbe possibility of abusing this pnvalege 
I agree in the opinions expressed in the above 

PRIBDHDAS SHEWAKEAM ADVANI, 
Secretary, Band of Hope, Hyderabad, Sind 


30 . JEvtdeiice of Tieithdas Haseajmai, Member of the firm of Denmal Sachanond, 

Kai acht 


19 So far as I know, ganja and chains are often 
smoked by fakirs, naugas m Ukaiias and by roam- 
ing fakus and other low class Mussalmans and 
Hindus 

20 Sudias, low class people, Suthnas or fakus, 
and wandenng fakirs, and Mussalmans smoke ganya 
and chaias in otaras and thiee-fouiths of Hindu 
awaghars and yogis smoke them 

21 Bound ganya is pieferied 

22 Foreign charas in used It is imported 
from Amritsar, Yarkand, Ladak and Bokliaia 

23 In my experience bhang is smoked only 
when charas oi ganya cannot be had, and then it is 
smoked vvith tobacco 

24 Half Hmdus and Mussalmans drink bhang 
If the habitual drinkers cannot get bhang pounded 
and sifted, they eat it raw and diink water after 
it Often low class Mussalmans in otaras and illi- 
terate Hmdu fakirs in Ukanas do this 

25 The use of bhang, chaias and ganya is in- 
creasmg 

26 {a) Bhang, 25 per cent 
Ganya 7 per cent 

Chaias, 5 per cent 
(4) Bhang 5 per cent 
Chaias, 2 or 3 per ,cent 
Ganya 3 oi 4 per cent 
(c) Bhang, 10 per cent 
Charas and ganya, I oi 2 per cent 
(/7) Bhang, 5 per cent 
Chaias or ganya, 1 or 2 per cent 

27 SowcaiB, merchants and retail shop-keepers 
and pensioners use bhang in moderation 

Wandering fakus and low class men use bhang, 
charas and ganya in excess 

28 (fl) Bhang drinkers — J of an anna, 4 of 
tola 

Ganya— 4 of a tola, 6 pies 


Charas — ^ of a tola, I anna 

(4) Bhang — ^ of a seei, coSt 2 annas 6 pies 

Ganya — 2 tolas, 4 annas 

Charas — 1 tola, 6 annas 

29 Ganya and charas is smoked along with 
tobacco Bhang is mixed with the followmg in- 
gredients and drank as a cooling mixtme —(1) 
poppy seeds, (2) cardamons (3) amseed, (4) 
conandei, (5) succory, (6) dned rose leaves, (7) 
pepper, (8) melon seeds, (9) sugaicandy, (10) al- 
monds, (11) nutmegs [a] To make it cooling the 
following are added — (1) poppy seeds, (2) 
aniseed, (3) conandei (4) pepper and (5) melon 
seeds (4) To make it strong the followmg are 
ntuxed with it — (1) cardamom, (2) conandei, (3) 
succory, (4) dned rose leaves, (5) sugaicandy, (6) 
milk (7) almonds, (8) nutmegs Dhatura is mixed 
with bhang with the obyeet to bunging on stupe- 
faction, BO that the victim may be easily lobbed 

30 Bhang is drank by the male sex mixed with 
other ingredients But it is often drank by women 
and children in the hot weathei in towns and vrl- 
lages as a cooling beverage, and it is customary 
both in towns and villages to keep vessels full of 
bhang to be distributed in chanty Bhang and 
chaias and ganya are used by people in larger 
quantities when in company than when alone 

31 The habit of dunking bhang is easily form- 
ed and is easily broken off The moderate use of 
it does not lead to a habit Excessive consumers 
will find it difficult to break off the habit qmckly 

32 Low class men look upon the use of bhang as 
a necessity and a custom In Karachi Hindu Sirais 
prepare the bhang dnnk on mainage occasions and 
distnbute it along with sweetmeats, 

33 It IS considered as a religious custom On 
Shivaratn {t,e , Shiv'a^s night) bhang is made into 
a dnnk and first offered to the Lmga and then dis- 
tnbuted to all those who visit the god The hemp 
plant IS called Shiva^s plant, and it is not considered 
myurious to use bhang moderately Of course, 
habitual excessive oonsumers will fall mto excess 
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It 13 thoughv by some that the moderate use of 
bhang is beneficial Some tlimk that it should al- 
togethei be abandoned Ganja and oharas are 
dangeious both to life and health 

34< If the use of bhang were foiegone^ it would 
cause much inconvenience and difficulty Sevcial 
peisons think that it is necessaiy to use bhang as a 
cooling dnnk It aids the powei of digestion and 
creates appetite 

35 In my opinion the piohibition of bhang 
would occasion discontent The piohibition ivould 
not be followed by lecouise to alcoholic stimulants, 
but on the contiaiy alcohol consumers often foiego 
alcohol in favoui of bhang All the thiee can he 
prohibited without any feai of political dangci, 
although it will at fiist occasion discontent 
Ganja and chaias eonsumeis can give up these two 
drags in faioui of bhang diinlnng I know this 
fiom expel lonce 

36 No , on the contiaiy, the use of alcohol is to 
a certain extent foregone in faioui of bhang dunk- 
ing 

37 The effects of ohaias smoking aie moic in- 
toxicating and moie iiyuifous than those of ganja 
smoking 

33 Hound ganja is picfeiied to the othei tvio 
kinds, foi it IS moie intoxicating 

40 Bhang is piesonbed by native ph) sicians 
'along with poppy seeds as an antidote against cold 
in the head, and bhang unmixed nith othoi ingic- 
dients IS also piescnbed, and it is also used in the 
tieatment of cattle disease 

41 Bhang IS beneficial in aiding the pouois of 
digestion Chaias and gan3a giio stapng-pouer 
in cases of seveie exertion and of e\]iosuie Tins 
IS because of then intoxicating effects 

42 The use of chaias and gan]a should bo put 
a stop to, foi model ate use loads to excess Ilencc 
cough and asthma aie pioduced, and the eyesight 
IS affected and the manly powei is weakened E\en 
moderate eonsumeis suffei fiom cough, asthma and 
heart-buining Tlie modciate use of bliang is not 
at all in3uiious 

43 If the gan3a and chaias smokeis do not get 
the drags at their usual time foi taking them, 
they will prattle foolishly 

44 The immediate effects of gan3a and chaias 
aie as follows The smokei gets peifectly silent 
and his eyes become led If the habitual smoker 
takes the drag at the piopei time, it cieatcs 
apjietite The effect lasts for about one Iioui oi 
two horns, after the effects aie gone, he falls into 
1 awning and laziness and gets thii-st) Bhang 
drinking has an intoxicating effect which produces 
appetite, which lasts foi tuo or thiee houis 

45 Bhang dnnking produces no noxious effects. 


but gan3a and charas pioduce asthma and cough, 
etc , the eyesight is weakened and the manly 
power IS diminished 

Ciiaras — Ganya and chains smokers appear black 
and feeble The use of these two drugs deadens 
the intellect and excessive use of bhang also deadens 
the intellect 

46 The model ale use of charas and gan3a is 
inyniious, ncccssaiilj the excessue use is moie 
injurious 

47 It docs not appeal to he a heieditaiy habit 

48 Bhang, chaias and gan3a taken excessnely 
aie xery iiijunous 

49 Yes Some use bhang as an apihiodisiac 
Piostitutes also use it foi the alioic purpose 
Chains and ganja pioduce impotence, but bhang 
docs not 

50 The excessue use of all the thiee drags is 
veiy injnnous Sec question 45 

52 Sec question 50 

53 Excessix e consumers, if pi eicntcd fiom tak- 
ing the drags, prattle foolishly' 

54 Consumei-s of these drags are timid inther 
than nolcnt like alcohol dnnkers Hence no 
violence is committed by them 

55 If anj' of thc'-e drags be adminieteicd to a 
picrson who is not in the hihit of taking them, it 
is no wondei that he can be robbed, for he loses 
all consciousness 

56 The bhang dnnk picpaied on the night of 
Shiva IB mixed wath dhatuia and then offered to 
the god, and bhang mixed with dhatura is given to 
any one whom it is intended to plunder or stupefy, 
and sometimes the following ingredients arc mixed 
with it, in Older to make it more intoxicating — 
Juan, gram, sesamum seeds, chlnbai grass and 
giain 

58 It is not neccs=ai-y to improve it 

59 Tlie faim is oidinarily given to one man, and 
foi tliat rea'^oii lie buys very' bad cliarah and ganya 
at vciy low rates and sells them high Fortins 
leason the smokeis aie much injured, and the 
bhang and charas and ganja f aim should be regu- 
lated on the same sv stem as opium and liquor now 
aie, r e , small licenses should be given to many 
licensees 

65 The taxation on ganja, charas and bhang 
should be raised, foi theieby they would sell very 
deal and hence few wail use them 

69 The wishes of the people of the neighlxmi - 
hood should be consulted befoie opening a shop, for 
the puichaseis of these drags being often illiterate 
and Ignorant and foolish peisons, piove very offen- 
sive to the neighbouihood 


31 Mtidence of PrsuMAL Nartjmai,, Farmer and Met chant, Hydei aiad 


1 I am a faimei of bhang I hav e been taking 
faims foi many yeais, eithei myself oi in part- 
nei ship wath others I have money dealings with 
Hans (cultivatoi-s) I am for the yeai 1893-94 
the faimei of bhang, chaias and ganja of the 
Thai and Baikal distnct In this business I 
hate had many oppoitunities of obtaimng iiifoim- 
ation regaiding the matters with legaid to 
which I am now' lequired to answei questions 

2 The above definitions will do foi bhang, but 
afiei the bhang is pounded, mixed with watei, 
and sifted thiough cloth, it is called sukho, , pango. 


abo, bijia, sai and sabzee The dry' leaves are 
called booti (plant) and ghundhi Ganja and 
chaias aie known by the same names here 

3 The wild hemp plant glows in the hills, and 
hemp seeds, Bmg heie and there on the lulls, 
spiing up 

4 The wild plant of the hills is called akoi 

7 Yes It IS cultivated in Kliandu Klubar and 
Mahai, talulra Halla, distnct Ilydeiabad It 
used to be cultivated in Mon Mungai, talnki 
Hydeiabad, and it can be cultivated in any kind 
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oE land It is ciiUiTOtcd in laigc quantities m 
Bubak md Arayi, taliika Sehvran, distiict Kara- 
dn, and in talukas Nausliahio Ahio and Sukkui, 
district Shikaipiii It is cnUnafcd rvith the 
object o£ being used as blmng and foi seeds 
Gtanja is not mannfactnicd in Sind, and is im- 
jwrtod from Pam cl and Cutcb Charas is not 
prepaied in Sind, but is impoited from tlic 
Punjab 

10 The bliang cuHn ators do not form a special 
class, but belong to the same classes as othei 
agricnllnral cnltnatois 

14f Bhang and hemp seeds aio piejiaicd fiom 
the hemp plant in the fields nhcre it grows 

15 The cnltii atal plant is cut, dried and beaten, 
nhen the lca\es and seeds are separated The Icaies 
and seeds arc made into bhang dunk 

(A) Aglions{ic, poisons aery much addicted 
to the use of dnig-), nho aic in the habit of smok- 
ing ganja, smoke bhang instead, as ganja, if they 
cannot get ganja at the pioper time 

(A) Excessiae bhang diinkeis c it raw ieaics if 
thei cannot gel bhang drink at the proper time 

(C) Bhang dnnk is made in the followang ■na\ 
It IS first cleared of weeds, soaked in n at ci in a 
■vessel, washed and jiouiulovl in a morf ir with a 
jicstle, and made into b ills 'EVatei is then mrsed 
watli it After which it is sifted through a piece 
of cloth and dnink Ganja and chains aie mixed 
wath toliaeco, and then smoked 

16 1lc= It i« pioparcil and kept in (tlanat 
and norfAt* for free dntrilnition 'Ics, itcan lx; 
prepared 

17 In Sind bhang cnllu ators prepare bhang 
leaves and bhang seeds 

IS Ice, tharao, ganja and bhans retain their 
intoxicating effects for twelvemonths, aftci which 
period thev lose their effect bv dcgiee«, and qnile 
detenoiatc after the lapce of three v ear® Bnt 
bhang and ganja, if kept in liagSjWill not lose their 
effects for three vears If cliari® is allowed to 
remain in the origin d bigs in which it is imported, 
it will not lore effect for two vears, bnt if tran®- 
ferreil to other big® and cvpo'-cd,it will commence to 
detenoratc after twelve months, I kk* insc the original 
l)3g® in which it 1 ® imported ire made of double 
leather There i® piobabilifv of bhang and ganj i 
detenomting, a® it i® grown fiom earth, and, like 
corn, it w ill lo®e if® effect as time parses Thcie 
are no means to prevent dctciioiation 

19 "icb, thev arc used for ®mok]ng only 

20 Hindus and !Mus®a1mans Among Hindus, 
Brahmin®, sanvn®is, bairagi®, jangaiiis, nda®i®, 
shatna®, jops and other fakirs , three-fourths of the 
above classes ®mokc ganja and chans , of other 
Hindus one-foiirth onlv smoke them Among 
MuE®almans half of lower classes of people and 
fakirs, and half of theep smoke in large quantities in 
ULanat, madhtt and otarnt, and in verv small 
quantity and rarely in their house® 

21 Flat ganja is used in Sind Only one sort 
IS used 

22 Foreign charas is used Foimcrly Pathans 
used to bnng it Kow it is imported fiom the 
Punjab 

23 Not gencially But aghoris, i. e,, peisons 
vciy mneli addicted to the smoking of ganja, do 
smoke bhang when they cannot get ganja 
Some pool persons, coolies, Bhils, who are m the 
habit of smoking ganja, use the ghtwhi of bhang 
as ganja, for the puce of ganja is seven times 
more than the price of ghnndt 


24 Hindus and Mussalmans All classes of 
Hindu falnis diank bhang, and 75 pei cent of 
othei Hindus dnnk bhang , the rest have no 
objection to dunking Among Mussalmans 60 
pel cent of all classes except Kazis dnnk bhang 
It ^is diuiik mostly in tt Lanas, madht's, otaras and 
datras, and occasionally' in houses Excessive 
dnnkeis of bhang eat it off incases wheie they 
cannot get the dnnk 

25 The use of all tluee is on the inciease 
The reasons foi it are — 

(1) The faimeis of bhang in Smd sell these 
dings at veiy- high rates As, foi instance, in 
Kaiachi bhang is sold at Rs 2-8-0, in the Hydera- 
bad taliika at Re 1-10-8, and in the Hydeiabad 
district at Re 1-4-0, and in the Thai and Paikai 
district at one nipce per seei, while its onginal 
pnee IS fiom anna one to annas two pei scei On 
account of these high lates, cnltivatois cultivate 
hemp plant secretly, which thev use themselves 
and give to othei s, and consequently such pei sons 
who can get it dnnk it in excess If the selling 
pnee were cheaper, the cultivatois would never 
think of planting it sccietlv 

(2) People Icani to dnnk bhang in bad company 
This reason is equally applicable to ganja and 
chara® 

26 {a) For habitual modciate consumeis ude 
answeis to questions 20 and 24 

(ij Onc-fonrtli of thcjiumbcr, itde answers to 
questions 20 and 24 

(c) 25 per cent of tho®e w horn I have excluded 
in the answer to questions 20 and 24 

(d) Rarely any 

27 As icgards classes, see answ ere to questions 
20, 23 and 24 Hindu and Mussalroan fakiis ii=e 
them themselves, and have inhented the habit 
from then elders and transmit it to their clielas 
(disciples) Among the lav men, bad company oi 
the want of pioper care by parents leads then 
children into tlic®c habits 

28 (n) Bhang, one tola, cost 4 pice , charas, 
4 tola, cost 3 annas , ganja 4- tola, cost one anna 

(4) Bhang, one chatang (5 tolas), cost one anna 
and eight pics, charas, IJ tolas, cost 9 annas, 
ganja 2 tolas, cost 4 annas 

29 No massalas or ingredients are mixed with 
ganja and charas Oidinaiily no massalas are 
mixed with bhang too, but in the hot w eathei 
some consumeis mix cooling ingredients with it, 
and in the cold weather certain stimulating in- 
gredients arc added to it Dhatura is not ordi- 
nal ily mixed with it The object of the mixture 
IS that in cold season it is used as a tonic and in 
sumniei as a cooling beverage I know the pie- 
paiation called the bhang massala The following 
arc the ingredients — poppy, amseed, conander, 
pepper, sug ir, melon seeds, siiccoiy and cucumbei 
seeds arc used for cooling in the hot weather, and 
almonds, milk, cardamoms and siigaicandy are 
mixed as stimulants in ordinary' cases, and in ex- 
ceptional cases nutmegs, mace, saffioii and ghee are 
used 

30 Onanaveiage less quantity of bhang is 
used in company than in solitude Cliaias and 
ganja are used in less quantity in solitilde than in 
company 

The use of the tluee drags is mainly confined to 
the male sex Men of all ages dnnk bhang, 
charas and ganja arc smoked by middle-aged men 
Boys also use bhang, but veiyr laiely ganja and 
chains 
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31 Yes, tlie habit is easily formed Yes, t is 
lathei difficult to bieak off Yes, tbe^e is a 
tendency foi the model ate habit to develop into the 
excessne m the cases of oharas and ganja, but not 
m the case of bhang 

32 Theie aie both religious and social customs 
in legard to the consumption of bhang, but not 
gan 3 a oi chains 

( 1 ) On Shivaratn (the night of Shiv god) his 
Vfoishippeis offer the bhang dnnk to his hnga 

(2) In the hot weathei most Hindus beep 
vessels full of bhang dunk and watei foi fiee dis- 
tribution to all 

(3) In all leligious assemblies the bhang dunk 
IS piepaied and distiibuted to all 

(4) On the death of a big saint oi sadhu vessels 
full of bhang dunk and watei aie kept all along 
the way by which the funeial piooession pioceeds 

(5) Worshippeis of Vishnu (god), who aie pre- 
vented from usmg liquor, prepare bhang and dunk 
it in Holi holidays and on othei gatherings On 
the above occasions and at other times, the use of 
bhang foims a religious oi a social duty On all 
these occasions it is used very modeiatelj Such a 
use cannot lead to the fonnation of a habit 

33 The model ate use of bhang is not considered 
by people to be bad , but even the modeiate use of 
chaias or ganja is not taken to be good There 
is a social opimon that the use of bhang is not bad, 
but that it IS not good with respect to chaias 
and ganja The modeiate use of bhang is not 
disreputable, but the use of chaias or ganja in any 
form IS disreputable Jteasons The chaias or 

f anja smoker generally suffers from asthma and 
eait-buming, loses the colour of his face Moie- 
mei, he appeals miserable and gets a bad smell in 
the mouth If he has no money, he is tempted 
to commit small thefts in order to procure the 
drug But the use of bhang, called netnant buh 
(humble plant), is quite free from the above vices, 
and often aids in the remembrance of God I 
know nothing of the hemp plant being woi shipped 

34 It would be no privation to a modeiate con- 
sumer of bhang to forego its consumption, but a 
modeiate consumer of chaias oi ganja or the exces- 
sive eonsumei of bhang, chaias or ganja cannot 
forego then consumption without serious pmation 
Reasons They would fall ill, grow lazy and lose 
apptite About 50 per cent of the consumers 
would be thus mconvemenced 

35 The use of all these dings cannot be prohibit- 
ed at once, but if the use of chaias and ganja be 
gradually put a stop to, it would be feasible, but 
the use of bhang can nevei be prohibited If the 
use of chains and ganja were prohibited, they 
would not be imported, and hence they wodd not 
be illicitly consumed , but bhang would be illicitly 
used if its use is prohibited, for it is produced in 
the country If the importation of ganja and 
chaias be prohibited, the prohibition of its use here 
can be enforced The prohibition would occasion 
a temporary discontent among the consumers It 
would not be a senous one The discontent would 
not amount to political dangei The prohibition 
Mould not be followed by lecomse to alcoholic sti- 
mulants or other drugs 

36 No alcohol is now used in place of any of 
these drags 

37 Chains is doubly as intoxicatmg as ganja is, 
because the ganja is not so heating as chaias is 

38 Only one sort of ganja is used m Sind, hence 
I cannot gne my opinion aWt it. 


39 Ganja and chaias are never usedindnnking 
but are specially used in smoking Bhang is 
specially used in drinking, and its smoking is more 
injurious than its dunking, for the smoking of 
bhang will pioduce all the evils of ganja smoking 

40 Chaias and ganja are nevei piesenbed by 
native doctors, but bhang is piesenbed in certain 
cases as a dnnk and is used m majums It is also 
used as an application on piles and othei wounds 
It IS also used in the tieatment of cattle diseases 

41 (a) Bhang aids the poweis of digestion 

(//) Yes 

(c) Bhang is used as a febnfuge 

{(/) Old bhang is used by peisons suffering 
fiom syphilis 

Old peisons use bhang for aiding the poweis of 
digestion Labouieisandpoormen use thesedrags 
to give them poweis mentioned in question (^) 
Pakiis and godly persons use bhang for concen- 
tration of then thoughts 

Fifty per cent of the classes mentioned above 
use the drugs I lefei to the modeiate use of the 
drag 

42 The modeiate use of bhang is both bene- 
ficial and harmless, but even the modeiate use of 
chaias and ganja is not onlj not beneficial, but it 
IS not harmless Reasons Modeiate use of bhang 
to a certain extent is a necessity for its medicinal 
pioperties, foi the religious and social customs 
connected with it and for the fact that it creates 
fear of God But ganja and chaias m the begin- 
ning are taken as a luxury, and are not beneficial, 
but end in misery and wretchedness They hare 
heating properties, but that very heat of theiis 
destroys all manly powei 

43 Modeiate consumers are inoffensive to then 
neighbours 

44 It IS refreshing and keeps the man in good 
health It does pioduce intoxication The dunk- 
ing of bhang does not allay hunger It creates 
appetite The intoxication of chaias lasts foi one 
hour, that of ganja for half an hour, and that of 
bhang for fom hours Ganja and chaias pioduce 
intoxication immediately, while bhang produces rn- 
toxication after some time. The want of sub- 
sequent giatifacation of bhang does not pioduce 
any longing in a modeiate consumer The after- 
effects of ganja and chaias aie wretchedness and 
misery, and perhaps death Theie are special 
aftei-effects of bhang 

45 The habitual modeiate use of all thesedrags 
excepting bhang does pioduce noxious effects, 
physical, mental and moral 

The use of ganja oi chaias impaus, but the mo- 
deiate use of bhang does not impair the constitution 

The use of ganja oi chaias iiijmes the digestion 
and causes loss of appetite 

It causes dysentery, bronchitis and asthma 

It impair B the moial sense, induces laziness and 
habits of immoiality and debauchery 

It deadens the intellect, but it produces no 
insanity 

46 The excessive use of bhang, charas and ganja 
produces all the evils produced by the moderate 
use of chans and ganja, as detailed in the answer 
to question No 45 

47 and 48 It does not appeal to be a heieditaiy 
habit, 1101 does it affect the children of a modeiate 
Gonsumei 

49 Yes, bhang is, but not chaias or ganja Yes, 
prostitutes do so use bhang The use of bhang 
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for this purpse is moie in]uiioiis than its use as 
an oidmary naieotic, £oi its constant use as an 
aphiodisiac -will bung on debility The modeiate 
nse of hemp does not tend to piodnce impotence 

50 The answer given in 49 holds good^ but the 
excessive use wdl piove moie in 3 uiious 

51 Yes It has no connection 

52 Men of bad chainctei use these drugs ex- 
cessively and often commit ofiences i elating to poi- 
perty and human hfe 

53 Yes Unpiemcditated violent Climes are com- 
mittedj but I do not know any case in which it has 
led to temporary homicidal fienzy 

54 No 

55 Yes Bhang alone cannot induce complete 
stupfaction, noi can chaias oi gan 3 a alone 

56 The effects of bhang used m moderation and 
in excess are so much inci eased by mixing dhatuia, 
paiched grams^ sesamum^ that it pioduces uncon- 
sciousness^ tempoiaiy insamty, and sometimes death 
The effects of bhang used in modeiation and in ex- 
cess can be lessen^ by mixing coiiandei, succory, 
aniseed, and mainly by adding moie water than 
usual to the dnnk 

57 Gan 3 a and charas aie not used in eating oi 
■dnnkmg, but they aie only used in smokmg 

58 The present system is not woiking well, and 
IS capable of improvement 

59 The practice now in vogue is that one zilla 
01 two zillas are f aimed out to one man oi to one 
company, which lesults in the followmg evils — 

(I) The f aimer fixes the selling pnees as high 

as he likes, te ,he becomes the lord of the 
puises of the purchaseis of these drags 
The high piices can be 3 udged fiom the 
following — 

Original cost Selling price 

Charas Ks 2 0 0 Rs 30 0 0 per seer 

Ganja „ 0 8 0 „ 10 0 0 doi 

Bhang „ 0 3 0 „ 1 10 0 do 

{2) On account of the abo\e high lates, the ha- 
bitual consumeis, in oidei to purchase their 
usual quantities, aie often led to commit 
thefts and pickpocketing, etc 

(3) The drags aie illicitly imported from other 

parts 

(4) Bhang is illicitly cultivated 

(5) The faimei pays no allowance to retail sellers 
, foi selling the drags, and these retail sellers 

who depend on the selling business for their 
livelihood, must necessanly sell them at 
still highei late, for which they murmui 

(6) A very large portion of the fai-m money 

comes from the pockets of the retail pui- 
chaseis who mostly aie pool and stiaight- 
fomaid and true men 

(7) But nch, nuschievous and unprincipled per- 

sons get these from the central dep6t of the 
monopolist at a very low rate, foi he is 
afraid of them 

(8) The monopolist gives many troubles to the 

pool retail sellers 

(9) The whole piofit of the farm goes into the 

coffers of the monopolist and the working 
men, t e , the retail sellers, get no share 

(10) One farmei cannot manage the whole dis- 
trict, though he employs many agents 

(II) Consequently complaints of the insufiiciency 
of the stock in paiticulai shops aie often 
made by distnct ofiiceis 

(1 2) At the close of the yeai, the old farmei 
sells all the drugs a little highei than then 
vol vn. 


cost puce if the farm foi the next jeai m 
giien to anothei man, and thus induces 
all wilhng and unwilling purchasers to buy 
often more than the authorized quantity 
' at such low rates, which not only results 

in loss to the new-comer, but tempts the 
pui chasers to consume more quantity than 
usual, and thus the use of the drags 
inci eases 

Hoie — Remedies for the above evds aie detailed 
in answer to question No 63 

60 and 61 I do not know 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
production of bhang should be moie strictly con- 
trolled 

(1) A cultivatoi wishing to cultivate hemp 
should be allowed to do so in some limited portion 
of his number 

(2) The cultivation should be inspected from time 
to tune 

(3) A Government ofiicei should be present at 
the time of reaping, and as soon as it is ready, it 
should be weighed and sealed with Govemment 
seal 

(4) If the faims are given by talukas, oi licenses 
issued, each licensee can watch the illicit growth 
within the limit of his farm moie easily and more 
satisfactorily 

63 The evils of giving the farm to one person 
liavmg been pointed out in the answer to question 
No 59, the improvements to remedy the evils ate 
given below separately 

(1) The licenses should be issued foi the sale oi 
drugs in the whole distnct 

(2) The farm should not be sold to one man oi 
to one company 

(3) By such a division, many persons would be 
employed and would earn the livelihood, independ- 
ent of the farmei, and will be free from the 
troubles which he gives them 

(4) If the selling rates weie fixed bj Govern- 
ment foi whole Sind, as is now done in the cases of 
opium and country liquor, it would be well, and all 
illicit import and export of the drags, and the 
illicit cultivation of bhang, would stop 

In my opinion the following rates aie lea- 
sonable — 

Per seer 



Rap 

Bhang, cost puce 

0 2 0 

Transport and clearance charges 

0 10 

Royalty 

0 3 0 

Profit to the licensee 

0 2 0 

Total 

0 8 0 

which should be the selling price per 

seei 


Per seer 


Rap 

Charas, cost including all expenses 

2 8 0 

Royalty 

.280 

Profit to the licensee 

14 0 

Total 

6 4 0 

which should be the selling puce pei 

seer 


Per seer 


Rap 

Ganja, cost price 

0 8 0 

Expenses 

0 2 0 

Royalty 

0 10 0 

Profit to the licensee 

0 6 8 

Total 

1 10 8 


which should be the sellmg puce pei seei and 

2 T 
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orders should be issued that no drugs should he 
sold at higher or lower rates than the rates fixed 

(5) In eon6ec[uence o£the unifoim rates every- 
wheie, no drugs will be illicitly imported and 
exported 

(6) On account of low rates, there will be no 
illicit growth of the hemp plant 

(7) On account of cheap rates, the poor pur- 
chasers would he reheved of then present troubles 
and giievance 

(8) On account of theie being many licensees in 
the whole distnct, no complaints of the insuSi- 
ciency of the stock of any of the drags will likely 
be made by District Officers 

(9) The iich and the poor will have e^ual 
tieatment 

(10) The evils, which aie the lesults of the 
transfer of the farm to anothei at the end of the 
year, will disappear 

64 The (juantrty covered by a perimt should be 
transported all at one time, and not in instalments, 
and if the whole of the C[uantity covered by such 
a pass IS not proem able and after the portion 
proemable is transported, the permit coveimg the 
quantity should expire, for the transport of the 
quantity covered by a permit m mstalments gives 
many opportunities of committing crime 

65 In my opinion the taxation of ganja, charas 
and bhang is nmeasonable, both with reference to 
[a) one another, and (i) to country liquor and 
opium 

Per seer 

Rap 

1 Countiy liquor, manufac- 

tme expenses . .060 

Sellmg price (includmg 
royalty) t e , the selling 
price includmg loyalty 
IS four times its cost 
puce . 18 0 

2 Opium, original cost about 6 0 0 

Sellmg puce, i e , the sell- 
ing puce including 

loyalty is a httle more 
than four times its cost 
price . 25 0 0 

8 Bhang, ongmal cost . 0 2 0 

Sellmg price including 
loyalty, etc , t e , the 
sellmg piice is thuteen 
times the cost price . 1 10 0 

4 Ganja, ongmal cost, etc. 0 8 0 

Selling price, * e , the sell- 
ing pnce IS twenty times 

the cost pnce . . 10 0 0 

5 Charas, ongmal cost, etc 2 0 0 
Selling price, * e , the sell- 

mg pnce is fifteen tunes 

the cost pnce . 30 0 0 

The rates which are reasonable m my opinion 
hare been given in the answer to question 63, and 
■mil be found to coi-respond with the present rates 
of opium and country liquor 

66 Only one kind of ganja is used in Sind, 
therefore the question cannot ^ answered 

67 I have objections, but I am not in posses- 
sion of sufficient information 

68 There are no such shops 

69 The -wishes of the people are not consulted, 
but they should be consulted and consideied 


70 Ganja is illicitly impoiied from Cutch, but 
the smugglers, if apprehended, aie pumshed 

General Bemarls — Another prepai-ation from 
the hemp plant is majum about a pound of bhang 
IS boiled m five oi six seers of water , half a pound 
of ghee IS also put m it When the water after 
boilmg IS reduced to a pound, * e , as much as 
bhang, it is mixed -with sugai, and made mto 
majum Other mgr edients are also put, * e — pop- 
py pods, cardamom and saffron This majum is 
sold at one anna per tola or even at much Iiighei 
late 

It IS lequested that in suggestmg a new system 
of farming out these drags and other improve- 
ments theiern to Government, the Commission 
would be pleased to consider the foUowmg pomts 
which I heiewith submit — 

(1) The use of ganja and charas should be put 
a rtop to at once, because the smokeis of ganja 
and charas are by this habit at once ledueed to 
misery and penmy 

(2) They are not used on any social or religious 
customs 

(3) None of them is useful or beneficial in any 
way 

(4) They produce many physical diseases, as 
asthma, piles, cough, jaundice, impotence, and 
many other various diseases 

(5) Both of these produce mtoxieation at once, 
which pioduces unconsciousness, and there is every 
likelihood of the smoker being plundered 

(6) They are nevei used m the treatment of any 
disease 

(7) Both lead to crime 

(8) By foiegomg these, no smoker would resort 
to other narcotics, hquoi, etc 

(9) People use them as a luxury, and do get a 
temporaiy pleasure, but are much harassed by their 
after-effects 

(10) Sons of iich men sometimes get mto the 
habit, and I have seen many of them who after - 
waids became beggars What could then be the 
condition of the poor 9 

Poi the above reasons I am of opimon that 
ganja and chaias should be put a stop to at once 
No deaths will lesult fiom foiegomg then use, and 
there is no danger to Government at all 

As foi bhang, it should not be prohibited It is 
used both on religious and social gathenngs The 
only impiovement to be made is that unifoim and 
cheap rates should be introduced everywhere, in 
which case, the rich and the poor, the high and 
the low, will be equally treated There is e\ery 
likelihood that cnme would disappeai Illicit 
growth -will cease The evils of illicit growth are 
that abkan laws aie bioken, the produce is illicitly 
sold or given to others, that it is illicitly consum- 
ed, and that those who get it for nothing or on 
payment of a nominal sum, consume it m excess, 
and thus mtoxieation mereases All these evils 
■will be stopped , 

Besides, the whole 2 allah sho'uld not be farmed 
out to one man, because the hemp cultiwition ■will 
not be properly -watched oier But if the faim is 
sold by talukas, or licenses are given, the illicit 
growth would be strictly watched over and will 
ultimately stop . 

Uses and benefits of bhang — 

(1) It is used on religous or social customs 

(2) The intoxication takes effect gradually, and 
therefoie will not be dreadful 
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(8) It aids the powers of digestion 

(4) Moderate use of bhang makes a man medi- 
tative and intelligent for the time he is under 
its mllnence 

(5) It aids in the meditation of God and creates 
feai of Han 

(6) The consumei of bhang glows timidj and 
never commits any offence under its influence 

(7) It IS used as an application in piles and 
wounds 

(8) It IS used in syphiliSj posand other diseases. 

(9) It 16 used m the treatment of cattle diseases 


(10) Followers of Vishnu (who do not take 
liquoi) use it on Holi holidays and on other 
religious and social gathenngs 

(11) The selling of bhang at cheaper rate will 
deciease the number of liquor consumerSj 
who would willingly take to bhang dnnk 

(12) Bhang is not such a narcotic as to induce 
the consumer to commit an offence volun- 
tarily It IS taken solely as a bei erage and 
makes the consumei humble and qmet The 
above are the results of my observation and 
experience 


32 'Evidence of Aiikxjjiol Pritamdas, Farmer of Bhang, Chaias, Ganja and 

Opmm, Kai achi 


2 Gan]a and ehaias aie not pioduced in Sind, 
but bhang is It is called bhang Theie is one 
sort called ^ani and anothei called ghundt 

4 Theie aie two kmds of bhang, one is called 
lali, the otliei is called sale 

5 The wild plant grows wherever theie aie seeds 
on the giound and ram falls on them 

6 Its growth IS scatteied 

7 Yes, bhang is cultivated m my piovince It 
IS pounded and dinnk Ma]umis also piepared 
fiom it It is produced in Shikarpurj at Bnbak, 
taluka Sehwan, Blhebai, sallah Hydeiabad, and m 
Fattu 

8 It glows in abundance m Bubak, taluka Seh- 
wan It glows to a limited extent m Shikarpui, 
and in email quantities m Khebar, zillah Hyder- 
bad, and in Fattu 

10 Yes, they are zamiudarswho cultivate bhang 
among othei kmds of ciops 

13 No ganja is produced in Sind 

14 Nothing else is prepared fiom bhang in Smd, 
except majum 

16 Bhang alone can be prepared fiom the plant, 
wheievei it is cultivated, but ganja and chaias are 
not prepared 

18 All these tliree drugs deteriorate by keeping 
long The effects me weakened by time They 
can be kept good foi twehe months They deten- 
orate by exposure No especial measures aie taken 
to pievent detenoiation. 

19 Ganja and chaias are used for smolong 

20 Hindus, Mussalmans, sanjasis, fakus, and 
Maiathas 

21 Bound ganja is much pieferied 

22 Chaias is imported from Amntsar I nn- 
dei stand that it is the pioduce of Yarkand and 
Ladak 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking 

25 It IS not on the decrease It keeps sta- 
tionaiy 

29 Dhatuia is not mixed with bhang, but 
other lands of massala are mixed, such as poppy 
seeds, cardamoms, hemp seeds, almonds, sugai candy, 
dried lose leaves and other cooling ingredients 

31 Some peisons gradually acquire the habit by 
keeping on smokmg it occasionally The habit is 
very difflcult to break off 

34 It causes mconvemence to many persons to 
f 01 ego it 

35 It would be difficult to give up any kmd of 
mtoxicating drug 

37 The effects of diinkmg bhang are not injuri- 


ous, but it IS injurious to smoke ganja and chai as 
to excess 

38 Bound ganja is more intoxicating, but flat 
ganja and “ chm ” aie less mtosicating 

40 Bhang is often used in treating human 
diseases and cattle disease 

41 [a) Bhang is used as a digestive. 

42 In my opmion model ate consumers will not 
be injured 

43 Consumers of ganja, eharas and bhang aie 
moffensive to then neighboms 

44 Bhang gives an appetite to those who dnnk 
it Ganja and chaias pioduce heat, and theiefore 
ganja and eharas consumei s aie healthy and hale, 
If they cannot get the drug they will be greatly 
mconvemenced 

45 A moderate use of the drugs causes no injury 
to consumere 

55 Complete stupefaction cannot be mduced by 
any of these drugs 

56 The effects of bhang aie cooling If bhang 
IS drunk mixed with massalas, its intoxicating 
effects are considerably weakened If drunk to 
excess, its intoxication can only be counteracted by 
the use of pickles and ghee It is not customaiy 
to mix dhatuia with bhang 

57 Ganja and chaias aie used foi smoking 

58 In my opimon the system is working well 

60 Ganja is not produced in Sind 

61 Charas is not made m Sind 

62 When bhang is cultivated ovei one or two 
jtrebs, it IS cultivated under a license and is under 
the control of Government Occasionally hemp plants 
aie sown by cultivatois in then fields If Govern- 
ment controls this occasional planting and puts a 
stop to it, it will do well 

63 I have no objections to the present qrstem 

64 I have no objection to this question 

65 In my opinion the present taxation should 
be continued 

66 In my opimon the present system should be 
continued « 

67 I have no objections 

68 In my opimon the present system should 
be continued 

69 In my opimon shops should be opened where 
necessary 

70 Those who import larger quantities than 
those alloued by law are pumshed, but no duty is 
pud in respect ot the drugs 
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33 Evidence of Manghanmal Alumal, JBliang, Oanja and Oharas, and Optnm 

fanner, Karacht. 


1 I am acquainted •mth the subject myself I 
have managed a hemp dmgs business foi many 
yeais I am acquainted with men who take bhang, 
chains and ganja I am iheiefoie able to answei 
the following questions 

2 Ganja and chans aie not piodueed in Sind> 

but bhang is One kind is called pant and another 
ghundt ’ 

3 Bhang does not giow wild m Sind 

4 Bhang is called bhang oi the plant of Shu a 
There aie three', lands of bhang, kali, sail mAghundi 

6 The wild hemp ordinanlj glows scatteicd 

7 Bhang is cultuated in my pionnce and is 
used for drinking , and majum is also made fiom it 
In Shikarpur, Bubak, taluka Sehwan, Khebai, zilla 
Hjdeiabad, and in taluka Tatta bhang is culti- 
vated 

10 The cultivatois aie zammdais, and among 
other Cl ops cultivate bhang 

13 Ganja is not made in Smd 

14 Nothing else is made from bhang escept 
majum — vide question 7, chapter II 

17 Zammdais 

18 These drugs detenoiate bj keeping them 
Ipng They lose then effects if kept long They 
can keep good for twelve months These drags 
detenoiate by exposure No special measures aie 
taken to prevent detenoiation 

19 Ganja and charas aie both used for smoking 

20 Hindus, Mussalmans, samasis, fvkiis and 
Maiatlias smoke them in tdanas, ‘dlaromsalas, 
datras (Mussalmvn inns) and geneially m houses 

21 Bound ganja is piefcired 

22 Chaias imported fiom Amntsvi It is pio- 
duced m Yaikand, Ladak and Bokhaia 

23 Bhang is not used foi smoking 

24 Bhang is drunk by Hindus and Mussalmans 
generally 

25 It IS on the inciease 

27 The consumeis of the drags are mainlj 
Hmdus Adult men of all classes dunk it habi- 
tually 

29 Dhatura is not mixed wuth bhang, but mas- 
sala IS , the ingredients being poppy seed, carda- 
mons, hemp seed, almonds, sallion, diy lose leaves, 
amseed, peppei Glanja and chaias aie smoked 
along with tobacco 

30 The bhang is mainly drank by the male sex, 
but m some parts the female sex also dnnks it as a 
cooling beverage, but it is not taken by childien 
People m Kaiachi keep vessels full of bhang handy 
in the hot weathei and distnbute it by way of 
chanty to any one who wants it 

31 Ceitain peisons gradually get iirto habits of 

excess by continually smoking it It is difficult to 
abandon the habit ' 

32 Whenevei in Kaiachi a panchayat is conven- 
ed, it IS the custom to distnbute bhang The 
bhang mixed with sugar and powdei is distubuted 
to the members The same practice is obsened at 
Shivaiatn, when bhang piepaied with sugar is fiist 
offeied to Shiva along with powdei ed biead and then 
distnbuted to all those who come to the Shivalaya 
to worship the Xiinga Aftei they have finished 
the worship, they dnnk the bhang and eat the 


powdei ed bicad there and then go home to their 
houses Bhang is called the plant of Sima The 
use of bhang m the above manner docs not lead to 
a habit of taking it, nor is it injunous 

33 Bhang is generally drunk as a digestive and 
as a cooling draught It is liked by most people 
The use of ganja and charas is not, as a rale, re- 
garded favourably by people No custom of wor- 
shipping any of these drags pievails 

34 It would cause senous pnvation to most per- 
sons if they had to foicgo the use of bhang 
Bhang dnnking helps the powers of digestion 
Bhang is beneficial in many other waj s 

85 It would be difficult to prohibited the use 
of it The piohibition would cause senous dis- 
content, and if it were prohibited by a weak 
Government, it would cause much disturbance 
The bhang dnnkcis would not liave iccoursc to 
alcoholic stimulants, but ganja and chans smokers 
would be gicatlj discontent^, for they would be 
much incom onieuccd by' such a prohibition 

3C No The use of bhang has taken the place 
of alcohohe stimulants, for many men have given 
up the habit of taking alcoholic stimulants and 
taken to bhang, for bhang has cooling effects 

37 Charas is more intoxicating tluan ganja 

38 Bound ganja is moic intoxicating Chur 
and flat ganja arc less intoxicating, hence round 
ganja is pi ef cried 

89 The best bhang is cultivated in Shikarpur 
The zamindars pluck off ghundts fiom the plant 
and pound and dnnk them These ghundts (knot- 
ted leaves and young twigs) form a land of ^nja 
The ghundts after they aie pounded and drunk are 
as intoxicating as ganja This is called bhang of 
ghundts If ganja is to ,be piepared, it can pio- 
bablj' be prepared from the ghundts 

40 Bhang is used in the treatment of cattle 
disease and is used in many human diseases It is 
piesenbed by Unam (Greek) phy sicians and Hmdu 
doctors in some diseases 

41 (4) Bhang is used as a digestive It gives 
stapng-powei and alleviates fatigue 

(e) The moderate use of ganja and charas is a 
stimulant and pioduces appetite 

42 In my opimon moderate use is harmless 

43 Moderate consumers aie inoffensive to their 
neighbouis and otheis 

44 Bhang produces appetite Ganja and charas 
pioducc heat in the constitution If consumers 
cannot get the drag, they aie gieatly inconvem- 
enced The effect lasts foi one or tw o hours It 
creates appetite and pioduces heat It is beneficial 
in cases ot flatulence and enlarged spleen 

45 Moderate use produces no noxious effects 

Moderate use ot bhang is not mjmious 

Excessive use of ganja and charas is injmaons, 

because it bungs on couglung 

46 Excessiv'o use of ganja and charas is injurious 
to the consumer 

47 No 

49 Yes, many use it as au aphrodisiac Yes, 
piostitutes also so use it The use of bhang does 
not pioduce impotence but gmja and charas pro- 
duce impotence and debility' in old age 

55 Complete stupefaction is not produced by 
any of these drags 
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56 The effects o£ bhang aie cooling I£ bhang 
IS drunk mixed TPith massala its intoxicating effects 
aie lessened If drunk to excess, its intoxicating 
effects aie weakened only by taking pickles and 
ghee It IS not usual to dunk bhang mixed -with 
dhatmn, 

57 Ganja and chains aie used in smoking 

58 The system in my opimon is woikmg well 

60 Ganja is not prepaied in ray piovince 

61 Chains is not prepaied in Sind 

62 When an acre oi two of bhang is cultivated, 
the cultnation is undertaken aftei obtaimng a 
license and is undei Govemment control Sometimes 
cultivatois sow a planter two onthendgesof fields, 
or seeds fallen by chance on the ground spring up 
If Goiernment weie to contiol this giowth and 
oidei it to be put a stop to, it would be well 


63 I haie no objection to the piesent system 

64 I have no objections to the legulations The 
Government orders allowing every man to trans- 
port 40 tolas aie not objectionable, if transported 
within the same zilla , but it is objectionable to 
transport fiom one zilla to anothei 

65 The piesent taxation should continue in my 
opimon 

66 In my opinion the piesent system should 
contmne 

67 I have no objections 

68 In my opinion the piesent ^stem should 
continue 

69 Shops should be opened wheie necessaiy 

70 Those who import quantities exceeding the 
presenbed limit are punished No duty is paid in 
lespect to them 


34i. JE/vtdence of Dataram Kisernchand, Jihang, Charaa and Ganja, and Opium 

Faimei, Syderahad. 


1 I give the answers fiom my peisonal Icnow- 
ledge and expenenee, as I have managed the dmgs 
farms for many days 

2 All the drugs aie Imown in my piovince by 
the same names w^hich are given m the book 

3 I heal that the wild hemp plant giows spon- 
taneously in the Punjab and Quetta, wheie it 
springs up aided by snow I cannot, however, 
give any positive information about it 

4 It is knowTi by the names of sai, subra, 
Sluva’s plant, nangin and bubalrain These names 
lefei to the same plant 

5 The wild hemp does not glow in my piovince, 
hence I cannot give the special conditions of 
climate, etc 

6 I cannot say, as the plant does not grow 
heie 

7 It is cultivated — 
not for (a), 

not for (5), 
but £oi (c) 

Not for fibres, but for seeds (d) 

It IS only cultivated in the villages of Khebai 
and Mehai, taluka Halla, distnct Hyderabad, 
about 500 maunds are produced The fannei buys 
it there It is also cultivated in Bubak, taluka 
Sehwan, zilla Karachi, and about 3,000 maunds 
are pioduced The farmei buys that too In the 
Hyderabad zilla about 500 maunds aie pioduced, 
out of which 100 maunds aie purchased by the 
farmei 

8 In Khebar and Mehar, taluka Halla, about 
1,200 maunds of bhang used to be raised, but now 
about loo maunds only are piocluced 

Reasons The cultivators are engaged in other 
cultivation The produce in Bubak is stationary , 
it has neithei increased noi deci eased 

9 It IS cultivated like other cultivation The 
land IS firet imgated, ploughed, and scattered with 
seeds, but the hemp cultivation lequues moie 
water and more care 

10 Yes, it IS mostly cultivated by Belochs, 
Pus, Sayads and other falnrs without peimission 
Yes, in addition to the above, theie are other culti- 
vatois of the hemp plant who belong to the same 
class as othei agncultuial cultivatois 

11 The ganja plants are not cultivated in this 


piovince, noi does the wild bhang grow here, 
theiefore I cannot say anything about them 

12 No wild hemp IS cultii ated m the Hydera- 
bad zilla, and I do not know whether ganja is 
pioduced from it or not The male plants giownng 
m the Hvdeiabad distnct aie extirpated It is 
said that they aie bhangio, t e , male plants, and 
are not used in dunking 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant foi the 
pioduction of ganja is not lestncted in Hyderabad 
It is lestncted, but the lestnction is not m 
practice, nor aie people acquainted with that kind 
of cultivation, but ganja is cultivated in Panvel, 
in Bombay, and in Gutch and Bhooj It can be 
cultivated, but the people aie not acquainted with 
tlie mode of cultivation, noi is it usual to cultivate 
it here, hence it is not cultivated 

14 (a) and (6) No ■» 

(c) Yes 

It IS cultivated only in Hyderabad and Karachi 
distncts, and about 3,500 aie raised 

15 The wild plant does pot at all grow here, so 
I cannot say anj'thing about its piepaiation, dunk- 
ing 01 smoking, but the following particulars aie 
given about the cultivated plant — 

(rt) Bhang is not oidinanly smoked, but some 
peisons smoke ghundts mixed with tobacco 
as ganja 

{B) Bhang is not oidinanly eaten raw, but in 
exceptional cases ataad/iooliakns powdei the 
diy leaves in their hands, and eat them law 
in Older to get more intoxication Majum 
IS also made from the dry leaves of bhang 
The leaves are boiled and mixed with su- 
gar 

(C) The plant is reaped and dried, after which 
it is beaten, and the leaves and stalks ate 
separated The stalks aie thrown away, and 
the leaves and seeds aie kept foi diinlang, 

16 No , people do not cultivate the hemp plant 
in then houses Yes , it can be prepared I know 
nothing about these (ganja and char as) 

17 Hmdus and Mussalmans, peasants, only pre- 
pare bhang and nothing else 

18 The intoxicating effects of ganja aie lessen- 
ed after the lapse of three years, those of chaias 
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after the espiiy of two yeaiSj and those of bhang 
after the lapse of three years After twelve months 
it changes its colom Yes , they lose then intoxicat- 
ing effects in time They can keep good foi two 
01 three years They detenoiate if kept for a long 
time, for they aie products of soil I believe there 
are no measmes which can prevent then detenoia- 
tion 

19 Yes, they aie used only for smokmg in tins 
piovmce , they aie put to no other uses 

29 All classes of people smoke them, except 
Europeans, Paisis, Boras, and Akoh Sikhs 

The smokei-s will form about one-fouith of these 
classes They are smoked mostly m madhis and 
oiaras No special places are fixed for them 

21 Elat ganja is piefeiied Chui is smoked 
only by poor persons, for they get it cheaper No 
special place is appointed foi them 

22 No native chaias is piepared, but foieign 
charas is imported from l''aikand, called Y''aikandi 
ehaias Eiist it is imported in Amntsai, and 
thence it is oideied by meichants heie 

23 Bhang is not used for smoking, but excessive 
smokeiB smoke the ghunda of bhang in place of 
ganja, if they do not get it in time No place is 
fixed foi them, and gkundis aie so used on veiy 
rare occasions 

24 Awadhoot falois occasionally eat bhang 
when they get no tune to pound it People of all 
classes drink bhang, except Euiopeans, Pamis and 
Bhoias It IS diTinkin otara^, madhts, houses, etc 
I cannot give the exact proportion of the bhang 
eateis, but of bhang diinkeis there may be 6 out of 
16 

25 The use of ganja is decreasing, but that of 
bhang and chaias is incieasing The reasons are 
that ganja does not produce intoxication immedia- 
tely, hence its use is decieasing Charas produces 
an instantaneous intoxication, hence it is extensively 
used Bhang is cooling, hence it is moie resorted to 

26 These preparations cannot be accurately 
given, but the following are estimated to be the 
numbers — 

(«) Bhang, chains, and ganja i 
(i) Cannot be ascertained 
(c) Bhang i, chaias gan 3 a 
{d) Cannot be given 

27 The consumers aie sanyasis, wandering sut- 
henas, moehees, muhanas and kanjais 

The company of the smokers of these drags 
often leads to these habits, and sometimes they are 
taken as an antidote against diseases 

28 (a) Bhang li tola, 6 pies, chaias IJ 
massa, 9 pies, gan 3 a 1^ massa, 6 pies 

(i) Nothing 

29 In exceptional cases conandei, aniseed, 
poppy-seeds, cardamom, sugai, almonds, saffron, 
mace and milk are mixed with bhang In ordi- 
nary cases tobacco is nuxed with gan 3 a and chaias 
by all, except Euiopeans, Parers and Bores Dha- 
tuia IS not so used These mixtures give more 
pleasure No other massalas are sold with bhang 
and chaias, but these are pmchased separately, 
and nothing else but water is mixed with them 

30 One person can consume ten tolas of bhang 
one tola charas and one tola gan 3 a singly oi in 
company The habit of using these drugs prevails 
among men and boys and occasionally among 
women 

31 The habit is easily formed in company, and 
it is difficult to break off , the moderate habitual 


use leads to the excessive if the quantity is daily 
inci eased 

32 There are leligious and social customs in 
regard to the consumption of bhang alone when 
parties meet for performing worship or for singing 
the praises of God, bhang is used, and Mussalmans 
use it in Aluhariam The use of bliang in the 
above eases is considered rather essential On such 
occasions its use is moderate, and there is no doubt 
that its use will lead to habit, but it will not be 
in3uiious 

33 The consumers regard the use as a good 
Tlieie IS no public opinion in regard to it I do 
not think that any ionn of the narcotic is disieput- 
able, for all classes of people partake of it The 
hemp plant is not worshipped here, but the bhang 
drink is offered to god Shiva 

84 It would, indeed, be a pmation for the con- 
sumers of these drags to forego the use About 
one-fourth of such consumeis 

I 35 The prohibition would not be feasible The 
drag would be used illicity The prohibition can- 
not be enforced It would occasion discontent 
among the consumers Government revenue 
would suffer The consumers might create a dis- 
turbance The piohibition will be followed by a 
recourse to other drags 

36 Alcohol 18 not used as a substitute for 
tlicse drags 

37 Yes, chaias produces intoxication at once, 
whereas gan 3 a takes time 

38 These different kinds of gan 3 a have differ- 
ent effects in degree and not m kmd 

39 Ghnndts of bhang aie smoked and drank 
Ma 3 um is also prepared fiom them, which is used 
m eating , bhang is used as bhang It is not in 
any way m 3 miouB 

40 Tliey are not prescribed by native doctors 
for drinking 01 smoking Native physicians some- 
times use bhang in medicinal preparations Only 
bhang is used in the treatment of cattle-disease 

41 Yes— 

(«) Bhang alone 

(6) Bhang gives staying-powei under severe 
exertion, and chaias and gan 3 a m other 
cases 

(c) No 

(rf) I cannot say 

42 Answer to this is given in 41 

43 No 

44 l’’eB, it IS refreshing It produces moder- 
late intoxication It creates appetite after one or 
two hour’s It allays hunger immediately after 
dnnking it Its effects last for two or three 
hours There are no after-effects The want pro- 
duces no uneasiness to the moderate diinkei, but 
it creates a temporary longing 

W) (*), W (e) No 

((f) No , but gan 3 a and charas produce 
asthma 

{/) The moderate use will not It does 
not produce insanity 

(y) It IS used by peisons suffering from 
mental anxiety oi biain disease to obtain leiief 

46 Excessive use will bring on all the di- 
seases mentioned in 45 

47 and 48 No ' 

49 Yes, prostitutes use it so Its use for 
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tlus pmpose ib moie ni 3 uiioiiB tlian its use as an 
oidinaiy narcotic, foi it would pioduce weakness 
and debibty The use o£ hemp does not pioduce 
impotence 

50 The excessive use o£ the drugs is injun- 
ous 

51 Yes , no connection 

52 Theie may be very few bad ehaiacteis who 
use these drugs in excess, but they aie not bold 
enough to commit offences such as affiay \ 

53 and 54 No 

55 Yes , complete stupefaction can be induced 
by mixing ganja and bhang , and if a consumer 
uses it in excess, theie is eveiy piobabihty of his 
becoming unconscious 

56 The intoxicating effects of bhang aie les- 
sened by mixing coriandei and amseed with 
it, and this mixtuie is coolmg Dhatura is not 
mixed 

57 Chains and ganja are not drank, but are 
smoked 

58 The sj’-stem is woiking well It is not 
capable uf impioiement m my opinion 

59 I do not thmk that there is any necessity 
of making any improvement in it 

60 Gan] a is not cultivated in my piovmce 

61 Chains is not cultivated in my piovmce 

62 Bhang piepaied fiom the hemp plant is well 
piepaied, but itreqmies to be contiolled ovei It 


IS not m Government custody as othei naicotics 
aie, and people cultivate it without a license and 
leap and take it home without pei mission This 
eneomages smuggling and leads to increase the use 
of naicotics 

63 I have no objection 

64 I have no objections , but the quantity, * e , 
40 tolas, allowed to each man to take fiom one 
place to anothei, * e , fiom one taluka to another, 
without a pass, is excessive He cannot use so 
much If allowed to take the above quantity, 
there is gieat piobabihty of illicit transport and of 
the inciease of the use Theiefoie the possession 
of bhang should beheduced to ten tolas and ganja 
and chaias to five tolas each This is my opmion 

65 The taxation is leasonable, and theie ap- 
peals to be no reason foi making any alteiations 
m it 

66 Theie appeals to be no leason foi making 
any alteration in it 

67 I have no objection 

68 There aie no such shops, and it is not ne- 
cessary to have such shops in this piovmce 

69 The wishes of the people aie consulted and 
are considered 

70 Theie are no such facts Bestnctions and 
measures against importation and smugglmg are 
in foice, and they aie suffcient If any drag is so 
imported, immediate measuies are taken to bring 
the offendei to justice , and I can offei no furthei 
lemaiks in the matter 


35 . JEtidence of Din Mahomed, Contractor, SUharpur 


8 In the Shikaipur district 

4 In Sind it is called bhang and is known by 
no other name 

6 The wild plant Mneially glows dense, but its 
giowth IS scattered it the soil is poor 

7 Bhang is cultivated in my piovnnce , bhang 
IS produced heie, but ganja and chains aie import- 
ed from foreign countnes 

8 Particulars under this question can be obtain- 
ed from Guvemment lecoids 

9 The process of cultivation is as undei — 

The laud is cleared of jungle, iingated, ploughed, 
after which seeds aie scatteied oyei it 

10 They do not belong to special classes Many 
persons cultivate bhang in tlus distnct 

11 Ganja plants are not produced from the 
seeds of the wild plant It is a different kind of 
the hemp plant which produces ganja 

12 No hemp IB cultivated for the production of 
ganja in my province, noi is such a practice pre- 
valent here Ganja is imported from foreign 
countnes 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
IS not lestncted But no such practice exists m 
Smd, 

14 Ganja and chaias are not piepaied, but 
bhang is cultivated, and this is extensively used by 
people here 

15 Oharas is made fiom the flowers of the 
hemp plant and ganja from its leaves Chaias and 
ganja aie smoked, bhang is pounded, mixed with 
water and then drank Such a practice pievails 
m this province 

16 Theie is no special mode of preparing bhang. 


The plants aie cut and dried wheievei they grow, 
and bhang is prepared from them But ganja and 
chaias are prepared from hemp plant, where it 
grows 01 in any other place 

17 Hindus, Mussalmans, Bengalis, Pathans, 
Marwadis and Hindustanis 

18 These drags do not detenoiate if properly 
taken care of They can keep good for ten years 
with oidinaiy care, but soon get spoiled by water 

19 Ganja and chains are only used in smoking 

20 No special class oi classes smoke them, a 
ceitain number of people of all classes smoke them, 
and the lest do not 

21 Veiy little ganja is used m this province, 
Veiy few persons smoke it, no particular kind is 
prefer red 

22 Ganja is extensively used m Hindustan 
Hindustanis use ganja, and it is imported either 
from the Punjab oi Hindustan 

23 Only that kind of the hemp plant from 
which ganja is made is used in smoking 

24 In all provinces Hindustan and Smd, bhang 
is pounded and drank Very few persons eat 
bhang 

25 The use of bhang is increasing, and s6 of 
charas, but the consumption of ganja in this pro- 
vince IS very linuted 

26 No definite proportions of people consume 
these drags The pioportions are given under 
Nos 28 and 30, and more quantity is consumed on 

•.festivals and gatherings 

27 Hindus and Mussalmans and others consume 
thes&diugs Company with consumeis of these 
drags leads to the formation of a habit, 
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28 The cost o£ bhang pei diem to customers can- 
not be fixed Some spend 3 pies, some 1 pie, some 
2 pies, some 2 annas, and some 4 annas , but theie 
are very few excessive consnmeis The cost of 
charas per diem is from 1 pice to 4 pice or 2 annas, 
and veiy little ganja is used in this piovmce 

29 Aniseed, caidamoms, cummin seeds and 
almonds aie sometimes mixed and pounded with 
bhang, and sngaieandy is also added Dhatuia is 
mixed by some peisons to make the bhang moife 
intoxicating Few peisons mix dhatuia with 
bhang foi the pui-pose of committing ciirne No 
ingiedient is mixed with gan 3 a and chaias 

30 Some peisons consume 1 tola, some i tola, 
some 5 tolas, and some 2J tolas If it is dinnlc in 
company, the quantity sufficient to meet the wants 
of all IS oideied It is used both by men and 
women In Sind boys are also in the habit of 
dunking bhang, but m a less quantity than men 

31 Long piactice leads to the foimation of a 
habit It IS difficult to bieak off The moderate 
habit does not develop into the excessive 

32 It IS foibidden by Muhammadan leligion to 
use these drags Moie infoimation about the 
piactice of using it among the Hindus can be 
obtained from them The use of bhang, cliaias 
and ganja leads to the formation of a habit, and is 
also mjmuous 

33 The use of these drags is considered to be a 
habit It IB forbidden accoidmg to the Muliammad- 
an religion There is no religious opinion in legaid 
to it But the Hindus worship it and it is not in 
disrepute But the use accoidmg to the Mussalman 
leligion IS disieputable 

34 It would be a piivation to consumers to foie- 
go its use Men of all classes use them 

35 Government can piolubit the use, but gia- 
dually The drag would be illicitly used It 
would occasion discontent among the consumers 
The discontent will not amount to political danger 
People will have recourse to the use of a little 
quantity of alcohol 

36 Alcohol IS not substituted for any of these 
drags 

37 The intoxication of ganja is keener than 
that of charas 

38 Ganja is not used in this province 

39 It IS not injurious 

40 They are prescribed by physicians, and are 
used in the treatment of cattle-disease 

41 It IS beneficial 

42 Even the moderate nse will be injurious, but 
after a long time 

43 No 

44 It produces intoxication It does not allay 
hunger Its intoxicating effects last four oi five 
hours The want of it pioduees longing 

45 (a) No 

(i) It impau B the constitution 

(c) It injures the digestion 

{d) It does not cause dysentery, bnt causes 


asthma in the end It induces laziness, but does 
not induce habits of immorality 

(f) The excessive use deadens the intellect It 
does not produce insanity Ganja will not produce 
insamty, noi will insanes confess to the use of the 
drag 

(g) They obtain relief The excessne use of 
bhang leads into too much indulgence 

46 They are used both in moderation and in ' 
excess 

47 The use of bhang leads to the formation of 
a habit, but it has no effect upon the children 

43 Each of the drags can be consumed in excess 

49 These drags are used as aphrodisiac Pros- 
titutes use them so The excessive use of bhang 
produces impotence after a long time 

50 Answers are given undei No 46 

51 Bad char cteis use these drags modeiatelj , 

and habitually, but then use has no connection with 
cnme / 

52 Their use has no connection with came, as is 
said above 

53 and 54 No 

55 Peisons are not stupefied, but stifig (peisons 

not habituated to the use of narcotics) are stupefied 
even without admixture i 

56 Dhatuia is rmxcd with bhang to make it 
more intoxicating for personal consumption and 
also for admimstiation to others, but this is done on 
laie occasions 

57 Ganja and chaias are not used in dunking, 
but aie used in smoking 

58 The system is working well, but the rates 
aie deal, which give immense profit to the farmer 

59 The agreement of the faimei should contain 

a condition that he will sell the drags at a fixed , 
rate 

60 Ganja is not prepared heie 

61 Chaias is not prepared heie It is mostly 
imported from Khoiassan and other countries 

62 The cultivation of the hemp plant for the 
pioduction of bhang is sufficiently taken care of by 
the cultivators 

63 The farmer sells these drags at high rates 
These should be improved 

64 I have no objections 

66 The practice of drinking bhang prevails 
chiefly in Sind The taxation of the same is rea- 
sonable, but the farmer sells it dear 

66 I have no objections 

67 No 

68 There are shops in my province 

69 The wishes of the people are not consulted 

70 These drags are not smuggled from Native 
States, the smugglers, if any, are detected and 
punished Duty is leally paid on such drags; 
these drags are bought from the shops and used as 
usual by certain people of all classes, and not by 
any particular class 


I 
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EVIDENCE , OE BERAR WITNESSES. 


1 JEvtdenoe of Me A Elliott, Deputy Commissioner, Wnn Distnct, 


51 Dnnng my service o£ more than twenty- 
four years in Berar, I do not remember any case 
in which the accused person was supposed to have 
committed the cnme as a result of use of these 
drugs, nor does the moderate use of these drugs 
convert the consumers into bad characters, nor, 
vice versa, aie had charaoteis, as a rule, consumeis 
of these dings 

52 The excessive use of these drugs is injunous 
to the health of the consumeis, and, I beheie, 
affects then mind and intellect, but does not, as 
far as my experience goes, tend towaids crime 
On the contraiy, the excessn e use of these drags 
so completely undermines the health, nerve, and 
mind of the consumer as to leave him almost 
incapable of committing piemeditated ciime 

53 I do not know of any such case, hut it is 
quite possible that excessive indulgence in any of 


these drugs, particularly bhang, might lead to 
tempoiaiy iienzy, duiing which unpremeditated 
cnme might be committed 

54 Not that I am awaie of 

55 Certain classes of cnminals do use drags of 
vanous kinds to stupefy their victims, oi even to 
kill them , this type of criminal was more common 
in old days than now Whethei ganja, bhang, 
and chaias weie, or are, moie frequently the drags 
used for this puipose than dhatuia or othei drags 
I do not know, hut as fai as I am awaie the action 
of these drags would not be sufiSciently lapid to 
smt the purposes of the cnimnal m most cases 
I have ne\er seen any expenments made with 
these drags, and do not know whethei complete 
stupefaction can he mduced by them without 
admixture 


2 Emdence of Khan Bahadoe Shamshddin Ali Khan, Officiating Deputy 


Commissioner 

51 No None so fai as has come to my notice 
in this distnct 

50 Not come undei notice in this distnct 
53 Brohahly would, but I cannot speak fiom 
personal ohsenations No 


Basim Distnct 

54 Not so far as I know Liquoi is generally 
taken on such occasions both hefoie and after 
committing the offence 

55 I have not come acrossiany such cases I 
believe it can 


3 Evidence of 0. Shah Rao, Attache to 

Basim 

1 I obtained the infoimation legaidmg the 
matteis connected with hemp drags fiom ganja 
smokeis and opium contractor of this taluk, who 
sells ganja 

2 Yes Siddhi, bhang, suh 3 i oi patti, chaias , 
only flat gan]a is knoivn m this part of the pro- 
vince 

3 So fai as I can ascertain, the hemp plant 

does not seem to grow m tlus part of the pionnce 
except neai Kliamgaon in Akola district It is 
cultivated there to a small extent , 

4 It IS known as the ganja plant 

5 As it IS not grown here, so I cannot give 
answer to this 

6 There is no giowth of wild hemp in this part 
of the pi evince 

7 and 8 As it is not cultivated in this distnct, 

I am unable to answer to this question 

9 It IE sown like jawan and cheena by means 
of plough with gan 3 a seeds 

10 Agncultuial cultivators, in oidei to sell it, 
cultivate gan 3 a by ohtainmg license fiom the 
authonties 

11 Without cultiiation ganja is not giown 
vol vn 


the Bcsident at Hyderabad, now at Pusad, 
District. 

In this taluk no gan 3 a is eithei cultivated oi 
grown 

13 So far as I know, there is no lestnction It 
IB only cultivated in Khamgaon Gan 3 a could be 
giown if cultivated here No special condition of 
ohmate, soil, etc , is necessary 

14 Gan 3 a and bhang are piepaied heie, but 
chaias is not manufactmed heie Bhang is used 
for dunking purposes as beverage, and gan 3 a is 
used foi smoking. 

15 The compressed flowei tops of leaves are 
vrashed with cold water and a little tobacco is 
added to it and used foi smokmg 

Gan 3 a leaves devoid of flowei tops and seeds aie 
pound^ with nch spice (such as caidamoms, 
nutmegs, cloves, saffron, sugai, black peppei) and 
drunk as beverage in summei Tlus preparation 
IB called bhang 

16 Bhang IS generally piepaied by the well- 
to-do people m theu houses Hemp giown eveiy- 
wlieie may be used foi the pieparation of bhang 
CJiaias IB piepaied fiom gan 3 a plants 

17 Bhang is used by nch classes, and gan 3 a by 
sanyasis, gosains, falnis, etc 

18 Generally gan 3 a does not last more than a 
year Bhang should be prepared and taken at 

3 V 
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once Charas lasts foi foui years Ganja should 
be jeratedj but not exposed to sun oi lam 

19 Ganja and chains are used only foi smoking 
puiposes Tobacco is mixed ivith ganja when 
smoking and gooAahlioo (a picpaiatiou of tobacco 
and 3 agn) while smoking Ghaias is used in 
Hmdustan In this province only gan 3 a is used 

20 Rich classes and Kajmths in Hindustan 
gieitly make use of ehaias It is a costlj' thing 
As gan 3 a could he piocuied cheaply, so mendicants, 
such as fakiis, gosains, laigely make use of it 

21 Only flat vanety of gan 3 a is piocmable 
heie, and so it is used heie Round vanety is not 
pioouiahle heie 

22 No charas is used heie 

23 Bhang is nevei used foi smoking, but only 
foi dunking puiposes 

24 "Well-to-do people use bhang foi dimking 
This 18 a cooling beverage and geiieialli used m 
the hot season 

25 It IS neitliel on increase noi on decrease 
The use of these depends on the means of peisoiis 
who aie addicted to then use 

26 (a) 25 per cent of the eonsumeis 
(6) 5 pel cent of the eonsumeis 

(c) 69 per cent of the consumers 

(d) 1 pel cent of the consumers 

27 Habitual moderate consumers, habitual 
excessive eonsumeis and occasional eveessne con- 
sumers are mostly gosains, fakirs, ascetics, etc 
Middle class men, when they accidentally approach 
the smokers, partake of it out of fanej’’ Gosains, 
fakirs, and ascekes smoke gan 3 a to make them- 
selves impotent, and to forget othel worldly plea- 
sures by being partially oi wholly stupefied bj’’ 
the influence of these drags 

28 (a) One anna per diem 
(i) Four annas per diem 

29 (c) Tobacco is oidmaiily mixed , (i) excep- 
tionally arsenic, nux vomica, and dhatma are 
mixed In Boiais bhang massala is not piepaied 
for sale It is procurable m Hindustan Carda- 
moms, cloves, sweet almonds, and sugai foim the 
ingiedients, 

30 Gan 3 a is smoked in company, and so also is 
bhang drank It is generally used by the male 
class In Hmdustan children aie given bhang m 
the form of a beverage Those above ten years 
generally use the drag 

31 It IS easily formed by society, but difficult 
to break it There is a tendency to develop into 
the excessive use 

32 There is no custom in tlus pait of the pro- 
vmce, social or lehgious, in regard to the consump- 
tion 

33 Hemp plant is not worshipped by any class 
of 'men here But on occasions rf lehgious ceie- 
monies, such as the feast of “ Khandoba,” “ Maha- 
sheo Ratn,” it IS offered to the persons addicted to 
use them The social opinion is in favoui of 
moderate use of gan 3 a and bhang Excessiv'e use 
of the said narcotic substance has made it to fall 
into disrepute 

^ 34 If persons accustomed to the use of the said 

narcotic substance are deprived of the use of at, 
they will lose then energy and behav'C like a mad 
man This is applicable in the ease of moderate 
and excessive eonsumeis 

35 It IB feasible to pi'ohibit the use of these 


drags It can be consumed illicitly The prohi- 
bition can be enfoiced by the stnet regulation of 
the law In this talul^ there would be discontent 
to a small extent among the consumers, but that 
would not result into any political danger, the 
piohibition of that substance would not be followed 
by the use ef other alcoholic substance 

86 Alcohol IS not used for these drags as a 
substitute 

37 Charas is not used here, but the mtoxication 
produced by smoking charas is very strong and 
lasts long, namely, for a couple of hours 

98 Chul and lound gan 3 a are never S^ni fct 
and nsed m this taluk 

39 Dnnking the preparation ot hemp plant is 
less in 3 unous thaii smoking the same The dunk- 
ing bhang keeps the body cool and healthy 

40 Native deetois pieseiibe it for mediemal 
purposes, chiefly for persons suffenng from vene- 
leal disease They also piesciibe gan 3 a smoking 
to persons bitten by venomous reptiles 

41 Moderate use of gan 3 a 'and charas is bene- 
cial to digest food, to alleviate fatigue, and to 
prevent disease m malanous and unhealthy tracts 
The labouiing classes, gosains, ascebes, and fakiis 
make use of these drags in laige pioportions, while 
persons belonging to Inghoi class make use of it in 
a very sinall proportion as luxury Moderate 
occasional use is better than its habitual use 

42 Smoking is not beneficial nor harmless if 
they do not use substantial food 

43 They ate qmte inoffensive to then neigh- 
bour’s 

44 It has got lefieshing effects immediately on 
the habitual consumere by its moderate use It 
allaj s hunger in case of habitual eonsumeis, and in 
case of occasional consumers it creates appetite 
Its effects last about two oi thiee hours and bring 
on jolly temper It produces longmg and unea- 
siness on the minds of habitual consumei’s if then 
want IB not sufficiently grabfied 

45 It pioduces noxious effects, namely, mental, 
moral, and physical It impaiis constitirtion In 
case of habitual moderate eonsumeis it causes loss 
of appetite It pioduces asthma, but / 1 do not 
know about dysentery oi bionchibs It impairs 
the moral sense, induces laziness, and to acqmie 
habits of immorality It deadens intellect and 
mokes a man dull It poduces a sort of madness 

46 It impairs the system very much The 
consumer becomes veiy weak and exhausted, and 
he cannot manage ■without an excessive dose, and 
his powei of intellect suffers 

47 It does not affect the chfldien in any vkaj', 
and it does mduce hereditary habit 

48 The childien of the habitual excesfeive con- 
sumers aie very weak, It is not heie'ditai-Jr even ifi 
this case 

49 Moderate use of bhang is praebsed by males 
as an aphiodisific Prostitutes do not use bhang 
as an aphrodisiac, but smoke gan 3 a as a vocal 
stimulfint It IS more in 3 unous when taken as an 
aphrodisiac because it taxes the sexual oigans 
more than under oidinai-y eiicumstances Moder- 
ate use does not pioduce impotence 

60 Excessive use of gan 3 a is practised b\ 
gosains, fakus, etc , as an apluodisiac and to avoid 
cold and fatigpe, etc It' tends to produce impo- 
tence 

51 Some of the bad charabteis aie habitual 
moderate eonsumeis of gan 3 a Some othei gan 3 a 
smokeis when they aie short of money pick pockets 



815 


and commit minoi tliefts It has no connection 
with dime of any special chaiacter 

52 Bad chaiaeteis aie not geneially habitual 
excessiie consumers of any of these drugs, and 
there seems to be no connection between evcessive 
use of any of these drugs and cnme, because when 
they aie once fully undei the influence of these 
drags they are q^mte meapacitated even to move 
about 

63 B-veessive indulgence m any of these drags 
does not incite to unpremeditated crime I do not 
know of any case m which it has led to tempoiaiy 
homicidal frenzy 

54 These drags aie not used by enminals to 
toi-tify themsehes to commit a premeditated act of 
violence or othei ciime 

55 In this pai-t of the country criminals do not 
use any of these drags for the purposes noted m 


the question Complete stupefaction may be pro- 
duced bj this drag without admi\tuie 

66 The effects of hemp are intensified by the 
admixture of dliatnia, but lessened by mixing with 
tobacco Yery few of the excessive habitual con- 
sumers of gan 3 a smoke it mixed with a small 
piopoi-tion of dhatuia 

67 Gan] a is sometimes fried in ghee mixed 
with sugar and spices, all well pounded into a 
mass, and eaten It produces slight stupefaction 
and agreeable di earns 

58 I consider that the present system of excise 
admimstration in this part of the province is work- 
ing well 

60 Ganja is not produced in this part of the 
province 

61 Chaias is neither produced nor used here 


4s, Boideiice of Eao Bahadub, Vaman NarayivN Bapat, Extra Assistant 

Commissioner^ Amraoh District 


51 I cannot say that any laige pioportion of 
bad characters of Berai aie habitual modeiate 
consumers of any of these drags I would say 
that only a veiy small class of bad characters is 
addicted to smokmg of gan]a, and the majonty of 
them are given up to liquor and opium There is 
not apparently much connection between the moder- 
ate use of gan]a and cnme in general, or m paiti- 
culai As a geneial rale, it may be safely asserted 
that people who habitually commit cnme, aie 
given up eithei to liquoi, opium or ganja, the pio- 
fessional classes of criminals peihaps being excepted 
The reason of this geneial addiction of offendeis to 
some intoxicant oi othei is that they almost always 
belong to degraded classes of society Then morals 
are very low, and they have no pubhc opinion as 
such to lestram them from such evil habits Thus 
even boys take to gan]a, opium, or liquor from 
theu boyhood, m which they find no small encour- 
agement from the examples of then elders Thus 
biought up, they naturally aie averse to all man- 
ner of serious woik, which alone can secure foi 
them then bare living Added to this is the sharp 
and iiiepiessible craving for the stimulants which 
cannot wart Hence they aie disposed to commit 
small thefts, more for the acquisition of the stimul- 
ants than for that of the means of livelihood So I 
think that any of these stimulants do not stand as 


cause to effect towaids commission of dimes 
The ganja smokeis' eiime is generally petty tlnev- 
ing I have no reason to believe that bhang 
eating or drinking leads to cnme 

52 The excessive use of ganja smoking is 
believed to lead to insanity Of course crimes 
may be committed in this state foi which the of- 
ender cannot he held responsible Ganja smoking 
in excess leads to dimes of peisonal mjmy even 
amounting to mmdei 

53 Excessive indulgence m ganja smokmg is 
known, in a few cases, to have incited to unpre- 
meditated cnme of violence to person even up to 
muidei I know of no case m which_it had led to 
tempoiaiy homicidal frenzy 

54' I know of no mstances m which crimmals 
used any of these drags to fortify themselves to 
commit a premeditated act of violence oi other 
Clime But it is just possible that cnmmals m 
very rare cases may be doing this 

55 I have heard criminals mducmg then vic- 
tims to partake of some piepaiations of hemp drags, 
and thereby to stupefy them, so that the intended 
Climes may be easily and safely committed As 
to whether complete stupefaction can be mdueed 
vvithout admixtme, I am not m a position to sav 


6 Emdeiice o/ N P JosHi, Extra Assistant Commissioner, TFim Disti tot. 


51 The bad characters m Beiai aie not habi- 
tual modeiate consumers of hemp drags There 
maybe but very few among the bad char actere 
that are addicted to the smolnng of ganja oi dunk- 
ing of bhang I do not thmk modeiate use of 
gaujh has any connection with the commission of 
Clime m general The consumer of ganja is some- 
times prone to pick up quarrels and commit ciimes 
such as ptty assaults, but I had not before me up 
to date any case in winch an offender was found 
guilty of a Clime which he had committed while 
he was under the influence of ganja oi bhang 

52 The excessive use of ganja oi bhang bnngs 
on insanify In some cases it is tempoiaiy, and the 
discontinuance of the use and proper treatment 
lestoie a man to Ins proper senses after some 
time , but in some cases the insamty brought on by 
excessive use is almost permanent, 

vol vn 


53 The excessive indulgence m ganja smoking 
may in rare instances incite to unpremeditated 
cnme of violence, but I know of no case m which 
it had led to temporary homicidal frenzy 

54 I know of no ease in which it was disclosed 
that the offender used ganja oi bhang to fortify 
himself to commit any premeditated cnme 

55 I have heard that crimmals sometimes 
induce theu vietims, boys and women especially, to 
partake of hemp drug sweet preparation to furtiier 
theu designs Tins is done m large faus where 
thieves chstnbute the preparation as sJiatm or 
sweetmeats in the name of goddess in the evening, 
and after fall of mght freely rob the women and 
the childien of then property 


2 u 2 
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6 Eminence 0/ Mb. J B- O’Gbaby, Extra Assistant Commtssioner, Badnera. 


51 I do not think that any veiy striking dis- 
piopoition exists, althongh habitual modeiate cot^ 
snmeis o£ ganja and its several piepaiations are, I 
believe, somewhat more nnmerons amongst bad 
cliaracteis than amongst men of the same caste oi 
class 'who aie law'abiding Bnb3ects This is ^e, 
as fai as I am able to judge fiom the cases that 
came vntliin the lange of my own obseiwation, to 
the downwaid tendency acqmied by men who take 
to a comse of bad livelihood The loss of sel£-ie- 
spect thus snffeied, especially aftei aconiictionand 
the loosening of the faes of caste or family, oi the 
lestiaints of society, make it easiei foi an indivi- 
dual to take to a habit which is looked upon by the 
generality of his countrj men as low and degrading 
The teim ganjek, I might here state, is one of re- 
pioach, and usually caines with it a gieat deal 
more than its hteial meamng of a smokei of ganja 

2 I do not believe that habitual modeiate con- 
sumption of the drug has any connection, or pei- 
haps only a veiy slight connection, with cinne of 
any land I have known good ehaiaeteied police- 
men, lailway poiteis, sepoys, sadhns, sanyasis, and 
othei Hindu asectics and icligious mendicants, 
Jlaiwan bankeis and mei chants who were con- 
hrmed consumeis, and who, by long habit, had 
acqmied the ability of taking astonishingly large ; 
quantities of the different piepaiations without 
any appaient ill-efieots, morally 01 physically 

52 The same remarks apply, only less forcibly, 
to the excessive mdulgence in the habit, excessive 
being nndeistood to mean in unaccustomed quan- 
tities I beheie that the general tendencj oi the 
habit, when indulged in to an excess, which the 
means of the persons indulging do not permit, is 
to make him take to such types of ciime as 
afford him the facility of adding to his mcome to 
meet the extia expense 

The drag, considered in its lelation to crime 
geneially, occupies, I think, the position lathei of 
an agent oi tool than its primary cause , Indian 
cnminals using it in the same way that a “ Bill 
Sykes," or a “ Moonhghtei ” would use gin oi 
whisky at home, to work up “ Dutch courage ” for 
the commission of acts which had been determined 
on beforehand, and which they would put mto 
execution, ganja oi no ganja 

53 Excessive mdulgence does, to my know- 
ledge, so incite some people I believe this depends 
upon the natural temperament of the peison 
indulging in the drag, in the same way that 
liquor affects different people differently, putting 
some into a frenzy and making others better 
tempered than when sober It is my opinion that 
weak-imnded people who are morose and given to 
blooding aie more likely to be led into some act 
of violence oi homicidal mania by the use of ganja 
than other's who are stiongei physically and 
mentally A. case m point is the following — 
A -pensioned sepoy, now dead, Amrut alias 
Ambiose, seired me foi a short time at Badneia 
I had known him for very many years He was 
moiose, but ot a most humble and, I must say, 
rathei cowardly disposition foi a man who bad 
been an infanti-y sepoy for some twenty-five ymais 
I had him employed in 1884 to watch building 
mateinl at Badnen Laigei quantities of wood 
having been stolen, I took proper steps, and 
Ambiose himeelf was detected one momng by 
a constable stealing a bundle of wood, and was 
told that I would take him to task latei on At 
10 A, II , when I saw the man, he was excited, had 


an unusually -wild look about him, and was grossly 
impertinent on my telling him that he was dis- 
missed I then oidered a constable to put bim off 
the pi emises, and left before the order was earned 
out , but as I was passing •within a coujile of yaids 
of the well m the church compound, which had 
been just sunk to a depth of thirty-five feet, and 
was still unfenced, Ambrose made a sudden rush 
at me fiom behind, clasped me round the body, 
and, before I had quite realized my position, 
■violently pushed me to -within two feet of the 
bnnk of the well, mnttenng, " I -will kali you and 
die myself" He showed all the strength and 
fienzy of a madman, and it was -with the greatest 
difficulty that I prevented him from effecting his 
purpose When I thiew him off, he hurled a hig 
stone at me and then i-nshed at me with a heavy 
billet of wood, and had to he severely handled by 
me before he was quieted He admitted to me 
afteiwaids that, feanng I would adnomister a 
beating to him, he had prepared Inmself foi the 
occasion by smoking a laige quantity of ganja, 
to which he had been addicted in modeiation toi 
about thirty years Up to this he had always 
borae an extremely good ohai-actei, both befoie and 
aftei taking his pension, and his conduct on the 
occasion leferred to above was quite exceptional and 
unlooked for 

On the other hand, theie are many persons 
xvKom I know to be habitual consumeis ot the 
di-ng m laige quantities who never displayed such 
homicidal fienzy, even under fai moie ti-yung cir- 
cumstances An old Telugu seraant of mine, who 
18 still alive, has been in the habit of smoking ganja 
foi ovei tliu-ty jeais, but was always hard working, 
thoroughly leliable, and a man of the most even 
tempei 

54 Yes, I believe they are Ganja is resorted 
to wJieie the necessity arises for the display of 
"leat enduiance, or foi the support ot pain, 
fatigue 01 hunger , also sometimes to nei-ve a man 
to do a daimg or ci-uel act It is by the use of 
this drag that the “tigeis,"and “majnoons" and 
othei masqueiadeis aie able to stand such an 
extnoidinaiy amount of incessant exertion and 
continued want of sleep during the ten days of 
Muliarram 

Hindu ascetics practise most of their austeiities 
undei this influence, and it is used also m some 
eases of rade suigei-y I have known a sen ant of 
mine once administei majum to a child of ten 
befoie subjecting her, as a erne for peisistent 
tevei, to a most feai-ful cautei-y on the small of the 
back -with a piece from the neck of a broken earth- 
en -wateipot which liad been made led hot ovei Ine 
I coals 

At an execution hy decapitation at Hyderabad, 
which I witnessed many yeais ago, the executioner 
resorted to his ganja chtUum seveial times before 
he worked up sufficient comage to administei the 
fatal stioke 

At Nawanaggai in Gujaiat, in 1868, a Habshi 
letainei of the Raja-’s m-oideied his own wife and 
daughtei and defied aiiest He was tned ex parle 
and condemned to death A half-bieed Arab 
■volunteeied to put the sentence mto execution, and, 
appioaclnng the Ilabslu under pretence of being 
unai-med, but -with his naked swoid hanging be- 
hind his back, cut the man down in fiont of hi^ 
own door I reached the place a few days later 
and spoke -with the Arab, who assmed me that the 
Hahslii being an extiaoidiuanlj powei-ful man and 
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veiy ferocious^ lie felt a£iiid to appioach him until 
he had had lecouise to haslush or gan3a 

As examples o£ enduiance undei influence o£ the 
drug, I might mention the following few mstances 
out of a laige numhei — 

An artilleiy sepoy of one of the Contingent 
batteries, whom I knew ^ely uell, as he was my 
fathei’s oideily foi a numbei of j^eaiE, and aftei- 
waids rose to be a supenoi native offlcei, letinng 
as such, was a confiimed smokei of gan]a, and 
drank bhang also He did this fiom a spint of 
economy of time and money, to save the evpense 
of piovisions, and the two oi moie liouis pei diem 
which he had to spend in the culmaiy and ceie- 
monial functions he had, as a Paideshi Biahmin, 
to go through daily m the piepaiation of his food 
He ate only twice a week, on Sundays and 
Thuisdays, militaiy' holidays, supporting lumself 
dunng the intenal upon small handfuls of chahina 
(paiched gram) and other grains, and several 
smokes a day of gan]a He drank bhang as an 
appetiser and digestive on the tu o daj s set apart 
toi cooked food He was none the woisc foi this, 
and discontinued Ins fasts only aftei having, like 
most Paideshis in Berai, acquued a certain com- | 
petency He, however, kept to the ganja and 
bhang even aftei the alleged necessity foi indul- 
gence had ceased 

The case of a railway portci, and a scpoj of the 
Hyderabad Contingent Infantry, and of seveial 
Tapasvvns (Hindu ascetics practising austerities) 
who w ere under a vow to eat no solid food, cooked 
01 uncooked, foi vanous tenns of ycais, seven to 
fourteen, and had the reputation of having kept to 
their vows on cow^s milk and fiesh Uvut and 
ganja 

The railway portei, after ncaily completing the 
period of his vow, became temporaiily mad dunng 
a hot weather His insanity was, however, of 
short dm ation, and he was le-employed as a “gate- 
man,'' and 16 rtill, I believe, on the railway 

The sepoy, I was ciedibly informed, completed his 
sev en j ears’ abstinence I saw him when he was in 
his hfth yeai, and he looked somewhat pale and 
reduced, but otheiwise stiong and healthy He 
lived on only foui quarts of fiesh milk, with sugai, 
bliang, and several smokes a day of gan3a 

I shall lefer to the case of only one of the 
Tapaswis — a man m the “Khaki-baha Math" at 
Hingoli, who was undei vow of standing upnght, 
night and day, foi fouiteen years, on milk and 
fruit, assisted by gan3a I saw him when he had 
done ten or twelve vreais He was pale, but plump 
and healthy on the enoimous quantities of fiesh 
trait, milk and sugai which he consumed daily 
A medical friend who accompanied me to the 
Math examined the Tapaswi and found that he 
had completly lost the powei of fleeting the knees, 
ossification ot the 30ints having supevvened tliiough 


long disuse The man assuied us that the tortme 
at fust was hoinbly intense, and he was enabled 
to enduie it only by consuming laige quantities 
of bhang and gan3a, etc His mode of spending 
the night — in the clay he shuflled painfully 
about without bending the knees— was by 
suspending the uppei portion of his body from the 
aims upwaids on a rude grass pillow which was 
placed between the pendant ends of the loots of a 
laige Budd tiee under which he had taken up his 
residence, mght and day, fan weathei oi foul I 
saw him lepeatedly, once dming the heart of a 
seveie monsoon Evposuie and had ciiculation had 
pioduced a gieat swelling of the legs, which a 
hadjam had attemped to lelieve by deep scaiifica- 
tions fiom knees to toes with his lazoi Theie 
were scores of these cuts, which had festered mto 
deep, iintant, paintul soies The Tapaswi, how- 
evei, only smiled with a look of good-tempeied 
indifleience, but kept applying himself vigoiously 
to his gan3a chillum oi lota of bhang, of which 
he consumed astomshingly laige quantities 

55 Piepaiations of hemp aie sometimes used 
by pickpockets and thieves dunng peiiods of laige 
gatheiings of the people at faus and places of pil- 
gnmage, also by hhamptas in lailway tiains and 
waiting looms to stupefy then victims, whom they 
aie thus enabled to lob all the more easily The 
3niee extiacted fiom the gieen loots of the 3awaii 
plant IS said to be sometimes added to giv e the drag 
gieatei effect The preparation of gan3a known 
as ma3um is sold m lai ge quantities dunng Dasseia, 
Hoh, Muhaiiam, etc The oidinaiy quality is 
not very poweiful, and is pretty freely partaken 
of by the people A stiongei qualify is usually 
kept by such badmash sweetmeat vendois as aie 
in league with the pickpockets and tlueves This 
stiong ma3um is sold % the vendois to smtable 
victims, usually unpiotected fema'es 01 young lads 
with oiTiaments on then peison, of which they aie 
stiipped by the accomplices when stupefied oi 
semi-stupehed by the effects of the drag A case 
of this kind came undei my notice many yeais 
ago The victim was a young woman with an 
infant in her aims She was a spectatoi of the 
“ Bam Lila” tamasha and fiiewoiks at Ellichpui 
dunng the Dasseia, and walked past me to pui- 
chase some sweets I noticed that she had a 
numbei of ornaments on hei peison , but an hour 
01 so later, I found hei huddled up under a tiee, 
hei ornaments taken fiom her, and she only half 
conscious of the fact Complete stupefaction did 
not seem to have taken place The woman moved 
about veiy much as usual, but appaied as if 
doing so in a somnambulistic state Ma3um had 
been given hei 

I myself once partook of a small piece of ma3um, 
which made me feel dull and stupid, with rushing 
sounds in the head If I had taken moie, it would 
have, I feai, completely stupefied me, 


7 Evidence of Krisenabao Hari, Officiating Extra Assi’itant Commissioner , 

Buldana. 


1 I had been a tahsildai foi some eight years, 
during which time I had often to visit the opium 
and gan3a shops in my taluk It was then that I 
had to come acioss some infoimation about the 
hemp drugs As legaids Buldana district, I have 
obtained information as much as I could 

2 In the Buldana district as well is in the 
Amraoti and Akola taluks, where I hid seived as 
tahsildai, only two narcotic articles aie obtained 


naturally fiom hemp plant, mz , gan3a and bhang 
Ghaias, which is the lesinous exudation from the 
hemp plant, is not collected, nor is it imported into 
and sold witlim the above distiict oi taluks 

The definitions given in question 2 as to gan3a 
and bhang may be accepted foi the Buldana dis- 
trict These products aie locally known as gaiya 
and bhang 

5 I am not awaie of any taluk oi district in 
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which the hemp plant glows spontaneously oi 
abundantly in Berai 

7 In the follownng villages of Mnlkapui taluk 
of the Buldana distnct, the cultivation of hemp 
plant has hitherto been made foi the pioduction of 
ganja and bhang alone — GhamgaoUj Sutale, Buiti, 
Godhnapui, Mendhah, Waiklied 

The hemp plant has ne\ ei been cultivated foi it® 
fibie 01 seed 

The extent of cultivation^ as ascertained fiom 
the leeoids in the Deputy Gommissionerts Office, 
duting the past seveial jeais, will be seen fiom 


following figures — 



Years 

Area 


A 

G 

1878 79 

18 

25 

1879 80 

84 

1 

1880-81 

2 

20 

1881-83 

44 

14 

1882-83 

33 

0 

1883 84 

2') 

37 

1884 85 

16 

30 

1885 86 

17 

0 

1886 87 

17 

30 

1887 88 

12 

34 

1888 89 

18 

17 

1889 90 

16 

34 

1890 91 

6 

0 

1891 92 

6 

34 

1892 93 

13 

39 


8 Fi om the above figui es the a\ ei age ai ea undei 
cultivation of the hemp plant dunng the last fif- 
teen yeais comes to 19 A 9 G, while the average 
cultiv'ation dining the past nine yeais is fai below the 
average aiea above amved at The average dunng 
the past nine yeais is also laigei than the aiea 
undei cultivation dunng 1892-93 The cultivation 
IS theiefoie evidently on its deciease 

The deciease may be attiibuted to the fact that 
although the pioduce of the hemp plant is lucra- 
tive in itself, jet the compulsion to the cultivatore 
to sell the pioduce to the license vendois alone, and 
the piohibition to export the pioduce out of Beiai, 
do not fetch foi them good pnees expected by them, 
to covei the expendituie incuiied in pajung off the 
license fee as well as in the cultivation of the hemp 
plant 

9 The land in which the hemp seed is to be 
sown is first prepared by means of a plough befoie 
the commencement of monsoons The seed is sown 
just at the time the jawaii sowings aie made, by 
an implement called tifan But the hemp seed is 
put into the giound at a distance of about a cubic 
toot to allow the plant to glow in good foliage 
when the seed shoots out and glows into a plant of 
about a foot in height The male plants, called 
bhangaia, aie picked out and thrown away as use- 
less, they being very injunous to the pioduce of 
ganja fiom the female plants Experts aie lequii- 
ed to lecogmze the male plants 

The hemp drag crop is an autumnal one, and 
wateied by means of ram But dm mg di oughts 
the crop is lequued to be wateied fiom wells 
When the plant giows to the height of about 5 
feet, it becomes floweied and budded, and is then 
in a fit state of being haiwested 

10 The cultivators of hemp plant do not neces- 
saiily form a special class Any agiicultuial culti- 
vatoi can become a cultivatoi of hemp plant 

11 Theie being no seed available of the wild 
hemp m the distiict, the plants cultivated for the 
pioduction of gauja aie not laised theiefiom 

12 No, I am not aware of any special cultiva- 
tion of wild hemp 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant is not le- 
rtncted to any particular part of the distnct It is 


fieelj' permitted under certain lestiiction, uz , the 
cultivatoi of the plant isiequuedtoobtaina license 
fiom the Deputy Commissionei on paj ment of Es 
10 foi every acie oi part of an aeie ol land intend- 
ed to be cultivated with the same Notwithstand- 
ing the cultivation is made only in Mnlkapui taluk, 
and that too in vei-j few v illages In the other 
two taluks, mz , Chikli and Mehkai, no cultivation 
of the hemp plant is made oi evei attempted 

The soil leqmicd for hemp plant cultivation 
should be nch black soil smtable for klianf or au- 
tumnal Clops 

14 The hemp plant products, viz , ganja and 
bhang, alone aie piepaied in vnllages of the Mulka- 
pni talnk, mentioned in answer to question No 7 
The figures foi the extent of the pioduce aie not 
av^ailable 

f 

15 The following are the methods of prepara- 
tion of hemp plant foi — 

A Smoking — The floweied and budded portion 
of the hemp plant, winch is called ganja, is 
separated fiom stems and seed, if anj The 
same is then taken on the palm of the left 
hand and then mixed wuth water by rub- 
bing it vvnth the right hand thumb Aftei 
it IS propel Ij cleansed a little quantitv of 
tobacco IS mixed with it The preparation 
IS then smoked in chilhm 

Ganja is not used for eating oi dunking pui- 
poses 

B Eating — Bhang, i e , the leaves of the hemp 
plant, are separated from the stock and dried 
The di led mass is cleansed with watei and 
f 1 led in ghee It is then pounded and mixed 
with sugar befoie it is eaten 

A kind of sweetmeat is also piepaied fiom bhang 
The leaves of the plant aie soaked in water 
and then pounded The gieen colouied juice 
obtained horn them is put luto boiled sugai 
This piepaiation, w hen cooled, is foimed into 
small cakes, which are called majum wadis 
Thej^ aie generally eaten by Muhammadans 
at the Muhairam festival 

Another kind of sweetmeat called is pie- 

paied fiom bhang in the same wav as ma- 
jum, with this difference that in piepaiing 
galiitt bhang massala consisting of caida- 
mom, anisewi, nutmegs, almonds, saffron, 
etc, aie mixed with boiled sugar, w'hile the 
inajum preparation does not lequiie these 
ingiedients Takuit is generally used by 
the nch 

C Drinking — The dned leaves of the hemj) 
plant are fiist cleansed with water Peppei, ' 

diT buds of rose, poppy-seed, amseed ancl 
caidamoms, etc , aie mixed with it The 
preparation is then pounded and mixed with 
watei, to it milk and sugai aie added, and the 
whole becomes a good coolmg dnnk in hot 
vveathei The dunk is called a gliota 

16 The bhang dunk is piepaied bj' people in 
then own houses But the bhang pioduce is pre- 
pared only by the cultivatoi in fields wheie the 
plant IS grown, oi on threshing floor giound 

17 The preparations of the hemp draff aie made 
by consumeis of ganja and bhang as well as by the 
eonfectionei 

18 Ganja and bhang do not deteiioiate by keep- 

ing foi a penod of about twelve months, after which 
thej' do After a couple of yea ij" b’ ■’u'' 
quite lose then effect With i c u. '■ > v 

aie said to keep good foi about a year The cause 
of then deteiioiation is said to be then exposiiie to 
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Jieat or moistuiej to pi event detenoiation they 
should be kept m undei ground cells 

19 Gan]a alone is used foi smolnng Chaias is 
not available in the aistnct, and theiefoie not used 
Smoking gan]a is prevalent eieiywheie, although 
on a very small scale 

20 The smoking of gan 3 a is not lestncted to 

particular olasses of people It is smoked by any 
class The proportion of the smoking class is lery 
difficult to ascertain In every place and in eveiy 
class, people are found to--have been addicted to 
smoking The niimbei of peisons smoking ganja 
may, howevei, be ascertained fiom the quanta^ of 
ganja sold in the district ^ 

The quantity of ganja sold duiing the past nine 
ycais, as ascertamed from figures obtained from the 
Deputy ComiiiiBSionei’fe office, will be seen fiom the 
following figuies — 


Year 

Maunds 

1884 85 

50 

1865 86 

65 

1886 87 

. 92 

1887 88 

/ 80 

1888 89 

87 

1889 90 

78 

1890 91 

83 

1891 92 

67 

1892 93 

69 


Total foi nine yeais is 673, aieiage being 75 
maunds 

This aieiage of 75 maunds, at the rate of d 
tola of ganja pei consumer per daj , will suffice foi 
1,315 peisons toi one j ear The total population 
of the distract is 481,021 (The pioportion of the 
consumers of gan 3 a will theiefoie be 3 jiei cent 
of population, which appeals to be veiy tiifling 

21 The flat gan 3 a alone is available, and theie- 
foie it IS alone used m the distiict foi smoking 
purposes 

22 No chaias is aiailable in the district, 
whetliei native oi foreign 

23 Bhang is nevei used foi smoking 

24 The use of bhang is not restricted to any 
pai-ticulai classes of people It is geneiallj' used foi 
eatmg purposes, especially by Paideshis oi peisons 
fiom Uppei India, who have come to Beiai to gain 
then livelihood, the piopoi-tion of whom cannot be 
ascertained The diinkei of bhang will be found 
mdie or less in almost all the classes of people and 
places 

25 The use of gan 3 a and bhang appeals to be, 
of late, on the deeiease From the figmes given 
in the leply to question No 20 the total consump- 
tion of the drug during the past two years is fai 
below the average consumption of the past mne 
years The habit of smoking gan 3 a oi drinking 
bhang is considered by the better classes of people 
to be veiy degiading, and theiefoieless addicted to 

27 The prmcipal classes of people fiom which 
the habitual oi occasional moderate oi excessive 
consumeis of the hemp drag aie taken, aie the Pai- 
deshis, the bauagis and the gosavis 

The Paideshis are generally the immigrants 
fiom Uppei India, who have come to Beiai foi 
then livelihood Then pimcipal ob 3 eet is to earn 
money to be en 3 oyed by them after then retiun to 
then homes They otten tiy to live within as 
small an amount as possible, eatmg their meals 
once in twenty -iovii horns In oidei to avoid the 
teehng of such pm ations they resort to the habit 
of bhang eatmg 

Bairagis and gosavis, who as such are said to 
enounce all the woildly cares, often addict them- 
ehes to the use of smolong gan 3 a that they may 


not feel the absence of worldy blessings which they 
aie, by then piofession, compelled to i-enounce 
Tins they can effect by bemg always under the in- 
fluence of naicotic hem]i drag 

28 The average allowance of ganya pei day to a 
habitual moderate consumei is said to be half a tola, 
while that of bhang to be one quarter tola The 
average allowance of gan 3 a to a habitual excessive 
consumei is said to be thiee tolas pei day, while 
that of bhang to be one tola 

29 The question is partly answered in reply 
to question No 15 Dhatuia (stramonium seed), 
bachnag (aconite), koochala (mix vomica) are also 
mixed with the hemp drag to increase intoxication 
The piepaiation called bhang massala is not sold 
as such The mgiedients thereof are ynrtly given 
m leply to question No 15 

80 The two drags, viz , ganya and bhang, are 
generally consumed m solitude Very few in- 
stances will be noticed in which the drag is con- 
sumed in company The drag vs mainly used by 
the male sex, although some few prostitutes may 
sometimes be found using the drag The drag is ® 
never used by children 

31 The habit of consuming the hemp drag, 
especially ganya, can be veiy easily foimed , and 
vvhen once foimed it is veiy difficult to get iid of 
it It IS said that theie is a general tendency in 
the case of ganya smokmg alone foi the moderate 
habit to develop into the excessive, which is not 
the case with bhang eatmg or drinking 

32 Of the three foims of the gieat Tiinity, 
Shiva, the destioyei, was considered to be addicted 
to ganya and bhang intoxications His worship- 
pers on each Shivaiatii day, which is assigned to 
the deity, indulge themselves m dimking bhang 
This custom is regarded by the devotees of Shiva 
to be essential 

Durmg the Shimga holidays people drink bhang 
ghota as a cooling diauglit 

The above customs have, of late, been much 
neglected, but they were nev ei found to lead to the 
formation of any habit 

33 The consumption of the two drags is socially 
01 even religiously regarded as degrading I am 
not aware of any public opinion m regard to the 
practice, but I do consider the use of any foi-m of 
the narcotic to be m disrepute on the ground that 
the use of it, though moderate at first, leads after 
a time to a habit The habit leads to an ex- 
cess, and thus the consumei ultimately becomes 
unable to give it up 

The moderate use of bhang alone may conduce 
to good health, but for the above leason the use of 
the drag is m itself to be condemned 

I am not aware of the custom of worshipping 
the hemp plant 

34 It would be a senous privation, I think, to 
the consumer to forego the consumption of the 
drag The habit of consuming the drag itself is 
such as cannot be left at once, and if so left, the 
consumer is suie to feel much for it and to be for a 
time madlike and dispirited 

As explained in answei to question No 20, the 
consumers are estimated to be 1,815 , of these I 
estimate thiee-fouiths to be consumeis of bhang and 
one-fourth those of ganya, 

35 It w ould be feasible to prohibit the use of the 
two drags, ganya and bhang, but it should be done 
gradually in older to avoid discontent and pnva- 

'tion, which would otheiwuse be the result But if 
the piohibition of the use of the drag be enforced 
at once, we naturally must expect the illicit con- 



320 


ramphon tlieieof, ]£ possible, oi the habitual con- 
Eumeis will have lecouiseto some other alcoholic 
stimulants The sudden piohibition will lead to 
senous discontent among the consumeis, who aie 
piopoitionately so few in this distinct that the dis- 
content wll not be politically felt, and theiefoie 
cause no dangei The dangei will be senous wheie 
the number of consumeis is laige enough in pro- 
portion to population 

37 Not known, as chaias is not a\ailable m the 
distiict 

38 The diffeient effects on consumeis of the 
three different preparations of gan 3 a cannot be ev- 
plained, as only the flat gan 3 a is available and con- 
sumed in the district 

39 No , the smoking of gan 3 a is said to be moie 
in 3 unous to consumeis than the bhang eating and 
dunking The smoking is said to pioduce asthma, 
phlegm and cough in the consumeis of gan 3 a The 
smokmg often causes consumeis to be immediately 
senseless and sometimes lose then lues 

40 Yes 

41 The gan 3 a and bhang being digestive, the 
modeiate use thereof may be beneficial in its effects — 

(a) as a food accessoiy , 

(i) being an intovicant it may give staying- 
powei undei seveie exertion and may 
seive to alleviate fatigue , 

(c) being hot, it may sei-ve as a preventive 
of disease in malarious and unhealthy 
tiacts 

42 The modeiate use of the drug is haimless so 
long as it IB modefate 

43 Yes 

45 The habitual modeiate use of the ding pro- 
duces noxious effects, physical, mental and moial 
In the fiist place, it is to be lemembeied that the 
use of these drags, especially of gan 3 a, is geneially 
made by low classes of society, who cannot aiiange 
to eat substantial food The use of gan 3 a foi smok- 
ing soon woiks on such men It pioduces too 
much heat in body and theieby causes loss of blood, 
which impairs his constitution It also in 3 uies his 
digesting power and causes loss of appetite The 
drug seems to have a natuial tendency to inciease 
the digestmg power which is produced in the con- 
sumer thei eof If -with a digesting pon ei substantial 
food be used, it must pioduce large quantity of blood 
m body, which may conduce to a healthy constitu- 
tion iBut the consumeis being generally without 
means, are unable to obtain substantial food in pio- 
jioition to the inci eased digestive powei, and theie- 
by the heat works its effects on the internal system, 
and then the digestmg power ultimately dies an ay 
hanng nothing to live upon The heat thus pro- 
duced may naturally lead to cause d 3 ' 6 enteiy in a 
consumer Bronchitis and asthma are also the 
effects visible in a gan 3 a smoker The consumei 
of gen 3 a is giaduall}’- weakened and becomes peevish, 
quaiielsome, and reckless of consequences The 


smoking of gan 3 a induces laziness and excites cai- 
nal desiies It also works on biain, but does not 
pioduce insanity of permanent nature 

58 I am acquainted with the piesent sj stem of 
excise administration in the province of Beiar 
The light to retail sale of hemp drags is at present 
sold vnth that of opium, whereby the revenue from 
the sale of these drags cannot be separateh as- 
certained 

59 It IB therefore necessary to auction the nght 
to letail sale of the drag sepaiately from that of 
opium No other improvement in the piesent sys- 
tem appeals necessary 

60 I think the cultivation of the gan 3 a-beanng 
plant and the process of its piepaiatiou are sufli- 
ciently controlled, and the system lequues no modi- 
fication 

61 Charas is not produced in the Buldana dis- 
trict 

62 It IS already controlled under the piesent 
system of administiation 

63 I have no ob 3 ection to the present sj stem of 
retail sale of gan 3 a, etc Theie is no wholesale sale 
in the distnet The piesent sjstem appears to be 
woiking well 

64 I have no ob 3 eetion to the existing regula- 
tions governing the export (winch is totally prohi- 
bited) and import, etc , of these drags 

65 The taxation of gan 3 a and bhang is undei 
the piesent system not sepaiately levued, and there- 
foie it cannot be known whethei taxation on gan 3 a 
and bhang, with lefeience to each othei oi to alco- 
holic 01 other intoxicants, is reasonable or othei wise 
However, the demand of the diugs as compared 
with alcohol oi othei intoxicants is so low that a 
heanei taxation theieon does not appear necessai'j 

66 Only flat gan 3 a is available and used in the 
district, and theiefoie no different rates of taxation 
need be levied 

67 The incidence of the tax on the consumer is 
not capable of being ascertained under the piesent 
system I cannot theiefoie say whethei I have 
any ob 3 ection theieto 

68 There are shops licensed for the sale of these 
drags in the district, but the preparations of the 
dings are not permitted to be consumed on the pie- 
nuses, and theiefoie I have notlung to say against 
these shops 

69 The wishes of the people are generally con- 
sulted through the contractor before a shop is open- 
ed in any locality The tahsildai is generally le- 
teiied to for the purpose 

70 No facts regarding the importation or 
smuggling of hemp drags uom Native States have 
ever come to notice The duty on the hemp drags 
used IS not fixed bj"- Government The cost of the 
gan 3 a used is paid by the contiactoi at the time of 

j piuchasing the same at places from which it is im- 
I ported into the distnet 


8 Evidence of Abarao Jatjeoo, Maratha, Karbhari Patel and Special Magistiate, 

Kliamgaon, Ahola District. 


1 I cultivate gan 3 a for the last several years 
and know how it is grown I donrt know anything 
about the preparation of the drug oi its effects 

3 So far as I know, the hemp plant does not 
glow spontaneously 

5 I don't know of anj special conditions It le- 


quiies the same soil, rainfall, and claimate as the 
other dry-weathei crops 

7 I know of Khamgaon and Sutala only wheie 
hemp plant is cultivated for pi eduction of gan 3 a 
and bhang only Chaias is not prepared, nor is 
fibre 01 seed obtained fiom the plant 

8 There has been a decrease within these seven 
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01 eight years owing to the rale lequmng such 
eultivatois to obtain a license £oi hemp cultivation 

9 Gan]a seeds do not geiminate if sown hy 
themselves They aie, as a ralej mixed up with 
the seeds of ambadi {Hibiscus cannabinus) and 
then sown This ensmes a good ciop The soil 
should be well mauuied and the seeds sown about 
the time of sowmg cotton (June oi July) 

10 They aie of the same class as othei culti* 
vatois 

11 I don’t know The seeds are imported from 
Khandesh, and I can’t say if these aie of wild hemp 
01 not 

14 Gan 3 a and bhang aie the only two pioducts 
pi-epaied in Beiai But I can’t give the locahty 
nor the extent 

16 Yes , bhang can be and is geneially prepared 
by the people m their houses Yes , bhang can be 
prepared from the hemp plant wheievei grown, also 

^ ganja But I don’t know about chaias 

17 Not restricted to any particular classes 

18 Ganja and bhang do not deteiioiate for two 
years oi so, but lose thert effect entuely afterwards 
I can’t give any cause for detenoiation I don’t 
know any special measures 

19 Ganja is mixed up with some land of dal 
and made into pies, some prepare dishes with 
mutton 

20 Ghmja is mostly smoked by sadhus and 
others who have to travel much Also those who 


can’t affoid to drmk or take opium, smoke ganja 
I can’t say anj^tlung about chans 

21 So far as I know, round ganja is piefened 
for smoking 

24 There is no particular diffeience Those 
who drink also eat Generally Marwans and 
Brahmins, who aie prohibited from drinking hquor, 
eat 01 dunk bhang 

25 It has mci eased I say this from the nse 
in the price of gauja within the last ten years or 
so Pormerly only the old and grown up people 
used to partake of the drag, but now even boys 
also take it 

29 Tobacco is oidinanly mixed with ganja I 
don’t know of any other Dhatura is also mixed, 
but only by those who wish for a strong smoke 
having narcotic effect Tobacco is mixed to soften 
the effects of the gan 3 a I don’t know bhang 
massala 

31 Yes , it IS easily formed It is difficult to 
break off I can’t say about the development mto 
excessive habit 

89 I have noticed that those who eat and drink 
gan 3 a oi bhang are healthy and in better condition 
than those who smoke But I can’t giie reasons 

40 I don’t know 

41 I don’t know But bhang helps digestion 
and increases appetite 

68 There are shops, but I can’t form any 
opinion 


9 Evidence o/Mr. A Ardagh, Eeputy Superintendent of Excise, Ellxchpur 


1 Seiwed in the Bombay and Beiai Excise 
Department foi the past fomteen years 

2 There is only one kmd of gan 3 a made in the 
Berars (flat) Bhang is not specially prepared, but 
the chur or chui-a (broken gan 3 a dust) which accu- 
mulates m the course of trade is called bhang No 
chaias is collected in the piovince 

3 No distnct 

4 Don’t know 

5 Cannot say 

6 Don’t know 

7 (a) Yes 

{b) No 

(c) No , small leaves of the plant round the 
buds which fall while bemg prepared oi m comse 
of trade are known and used as bhang m this 
piovmce, but said not to be so good as that specially 
cultivated and obtamed from the male plant 

(d) No It IB cultivated in the Akola and 
Amraoti districts Extent not known personally 

8 and 9 Have no knowledge 

I 

10 Generally cultivated by malis, who aie able 
to distingmsh male from female plants 

11 Notlmown 

12 None 

18 Yes , by fees havmg to be paid to Govern- 
ment and licenses taken out, but not to any distiict 
At present it is grown only m the Aola and 
Amraoti districts, but they were not selected by 
Government I do not know anything about the 
conditions of soil, etc , for cultnation of hemp 

Vol VII ' 


14 (a) Yes 

{h) No 

(c) No, not specially 

In the Akola and Amiaoti districts 

15 Gan 3 a is made by piclang off the flowenng 
tops of the plants , placing them m small bundles 
on the threshing flooi, and diivmg bullocks round 
and lound over them to be tiodden flat 

A Gan 3 a is prepared for smoking by picking 
off the buds from the stock, tntuiating them 
m the palm of the hand with water and pressing 
out the water This process is repeated trll the 
watei runs clear, the resinous substance left is 
then mixed with tobacco and smoked in an oidmaiy 
country pipe {chillwm) 

B Bhang is piepaied by the leaves 'being 
washed, dned on a fire in an earthen pan, tntuiated 
and rmxed with black pepper, spices, etc aceordmg 
to taste 01 means , and, a quantity of this being 
taken into the mouth, is washed down or swallowed 
with water 

C Eoi dnnkmg it is washed, then finely ground, 
then mixed with water oi milk, stiamed, and the 
flmd is mixed with sugar, spices, etc 

16 No, bhang is not prepared specially in this 
provmce, but the small leaves which fall from the 
dried buds are sold as bhang Actually it is chuia 
and not bhang It can be prepared from the plant 
wheievei grown Cannot say if gan 3 a and chains 
can be prepared from the wild plant 

17 Eoi smoking, dnnkmg, and eatmg bv the 
sadhus, baiiagis, gosains and fakiis generally, and 
also by others addicted to its use 

2 X 
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IS Ganjaandbliang, i£ bept quite dry, ivill 
keep £oi two oi thiee years , aftei winch it becomes 
mildewed and useless It is said that no mcasuies 
will suffice to keep it good foi moie than thieo 
yeais 

19 Yes 

20 Ftde answci to question 17 foi ganja 
Oharas is not made here 

21 riat ganja No othei kind heie 

22 None in the piovinee 

23 No 

24 All classes eat and diinlc, but those that cat 
are very few as compaied with those that dunk 

25 Said to be on the increase It is much 
cheapei than opium and spmt 

26 Cannot say Both gan]a and bhang aie 
consumed m moderation by most of the liabituals , 
those that use them in cvcoss aie few 

27 Vide answei to question 17 The habit is 
acquued by association with habitual users 

28 (a) Six masas (i 

(i) Two and a half tolas J 

29 (a) In gan]a — tobacco 

(d) Bichnak loot and dhatura seed by con- 
fumed excessive smokeis to pioducc extra intoxica- 
tion 

Rose buds, amsced, cucumber seed, conandei seed, 
almonds, jedbund, black pepper, etc 

30 Not consumed in solitude It is almost 
wholly confined to the male sex, but not to anj 
time of life Childicn, howcvci, do not take the 
drug 

31 Yes , it becomes a liabit if taken rcgulaily 
foi ten or twelve days , but it is not difficult to break 
off If the user does not control his wish to obtain 
the same full effect ho expenenced when he first 
began the habit 

82 None, except at the festival of Maha Shiva- 
ratn, when it is the custom to offei bhang and ganja 
to the god, and foi the woisluppois to consume it 
afteiwards This custom is not essential, and 
the quantity consumed is in moderation and is not 
likely to lead to the formation of a habit 

33 It IB not considered to be an evil practice 
and degiadmg to the persons that use all oi any of 
those drugs Theie is a feai that the consumer 
may so far forget himself under the mfluence of the 
drug as to do oi say something disgraceful The 
plant is not worshipped at all 

34 To religious mendicants, but only foi a week 
01 two, during which, it is said, they would suffer 
pains and aches m their aims and legs Can't 
say what is their numbei 

35 The use of all these drags could bo piohibil- 
ed They would at fiist, of coiuse, bo used 
ilhoitly, but the cultivation of the plant being 
stnctly prohibited, the source of supply would be 
cut off, and the drags would be unobtainable No 
seiious discontent would be caused, noi would such 
as anses be any dangei to the State There is no 
doubt that the suppiession of ganja, etc , would be 
followed by a gieatei demand foi alcoholic dnnks 
01 opium, 01 it may even dme some to bichnak or 
dhatura 

36 No leason 

37 Don't know 

38 None, if they aie pme, but chui is weakei 
in intoxicating poweis in piopoition to weight 

39 Smokmg is moie mjunous than either eatmS 


01 dunking , the foimci form of talang tlic drag 
flies to tho head qmckly, it is said, and is the more 
injurious 

40 Can't say 

41 No , they simply produce intoxication 

(a), (6) and (c) No 

(d) Do not Icnow 

42 I believe it is harmless, for it simplj pro- 
duces slight intoxication, uhich pleases the coii- 
consumei 

43 Yes 

44 Slight intoxication and pleasiuuble sensa- 
tion , but it docs not allay hunger, noi create 
appetite The effect lasts about tuo houi-s Tlie 
altcr-effccts aie a feeling of dullness and there is 
an inclination to indulge in some more 

4D Liver and lungs get deranged, pioduoing 
cicntually asthma Slental Condition becomes ex- 
cited, and in the end stupiditj sets in, and morahty 
IS blunted I am not aware that it bnngs on 
dysentery It is said to produce msanitv in those 
who lake it in excess, but of what tjqio, whether 
Icmporaiy or permanent, &e , is not know to me 
I am not acquainted with any cases of insamty , 
and thcrcfoic cannot giie an answer to tho previ- 
ous paragraph 

46 Sec above answer 

47 and 48 Can't say 

49 to 53 Don't laiow 

54 This IS said to bo the case 

55 First Ecntcnee—Don't know Second sen- 
tence— Yes 

56 Haic no personal knowledge 

57 Ha\c not heard that they arc either eaten 
or drunk 

58 It is capable of imjirovcmcnt 

59 By 1 eduction of number of shoiis for its 
sale, Ecparatuig its sales fiom those of opium 
Increasing the license fees for cultivation and im- 
portation and lestncting cultivation to certain 
specified areas Reducing the quanhty that may 
be sold by retail to 3 tolas The above would 
icduce the production and enhance its value, mak- 
ing it moie difficult for consumers to obtain, and 
when obtamed, they would have it onlj^ in small 
quantities, sufficient to last for from one to five" 
day 6 according to the habit of consumei 

CO I think the cultivation should bo leduced by 
chaiging higher hcense fees and rcstncting the 
area wheie it may bo grown The owoier should 
also be compelled to keep a true account of the 
quantity of the drugs obtamed Lorn his fields, 
sold, &c , the drags themselves being kept in a 
licensed place open at any time to Government 
officeis The cultivatoi should be bound by his 
license to sell to none but persons licensed to sell 
these drags, wo would then have bcttei control 
ovei the drags 

61 No chains is produced in this piovonce 

62 See answer to questions 60 and 61 

63 Sec answei to question 59 No suhlettmg 
of the faim should be allowed 

61 The fees should be enhanced, and the im- 
port, export, and transpoit of the drags should 
be undei passes oi permits obtained fioni special 
lesponsiblo Government officeis This would give 
less oppoitunityf foi smuggling 

65 Too little Ganya, etc , aie too cheap as 
intoxicants compaied with opium and alcoholic 
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dnnLs Si’c pies worth of the dnigSj an anna’s 
worth of opiunij and foui ahhas worth of spiritu- 
ous liquor will pioduce equal intoxicating effects 

66 No 

67 It IS too low 

68 No shops 01 places are hcensed for the con- 
sumption of the drugs oA the premises If they 
were allowed^ they would become the resort of had 


cliaiaeteis, beggars, and generally those who do 
not care to work honestly for their hvmg, and the 
daily meeting together of such characters would 
tend to organized crime 

69 No , the people, I think, ought to be con- 
sulted 

70 Fust paragraph — No Second paidgiaph — ' 

I believe so Thud paragraph — Not to my know- 

ledge 


10. Evidence of Mb J 0. "Watcha, Excise Inspector, Elhehpur 


1 Served in Nasik, Ajmere-Merwaia, and El- 
hcbpui as Faimeis’ Agent and Excise Inspector 
for eleven years 

2 Yes Only one sort of ganja is used in this 
province of Beiar, t e , flat Glanja and chm are 
locally known m this province, while chuf is 
known by the name of bhang 

S to 6 No knowledge 

7 (a) Yes 

(i) No 

(c) No, but the chnr is used as bhang 

{d) No 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas of this Beiai 
province, extent, cannot say 

8 No knowledge 

9 Sown in the month of June like vegetable 
seeds , giounds are manured before sowing Male 
plants are cut in November, and the female plants’ 
buds are picked m December 

10 Same class as other agncultuiists 

11 and 12 No knowledge 

13 Yes In whole of the BeiPi piovmce 

14 (fl) Yes 

(5) and (c) No 

In Amraoti and Akola zillas , extent cannot 
say 

15 No knowledge of wild plant 

(a) Cultivated gan]a for smoking is only pre- 
pared in this province by picking off buds from 
hemp trees and being trodden under bullocks’ feet 
to make them flat, aftenvaids taking a bud and 
washing bv rubbing under palm of hand with 
a finger and mixing with tobacco 

(J) Gan]a is not eaten, but smoked m this 
pioviuce 

(c) Chui, called bhang, is drank oi eaten first 
it IS washed, then ground on stones, strained and 
nuxed with massala, milk or simple cold water, in 
this province , and elsewhere eaten by baking and 
mixing with sugar and ghee This is called 
“ nliqum ” 

16 It IS not piepaied in the houses, but pur- 
chased from bazar and prepared to dnnk oi eat 

Yes, it can be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever gioWn 

17 By agncultuiists who grow plant Majum 
IS made by the dealers 

18 Yes, if they are kept m damp places They 
lose effects in about a year If kept with care, 
last for two years at the most Dampness is the 
cause of detenoiation Eeqmie to be kept m dry 
places and turned over and ovei 
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19 Yes, only for smoking 

20 Everywhere by all 30gi6 and fakirs, and few 
otheis 

21 Flat ganja is used m Berai province and it 
is prefer red for smoking, while chm is ^lefened 
for dimking 

22 No chains is used in Beiai piovmce 

23 No, bhang is not used for smoking in this 
province 

24 All classes eat and dnnk bhang, but it is 
clnefly drunk by Marwaiis and up-Conntiy Brah- 
mins 

25 On the increase on account of opium being 
dear and cannot dimk liquor on account of reli- 
gious pre]udices and dearness 

26 (a) Not many in this province 1 Cannot 

(6) All jogis and fakirs > give pro- 

(c) and (d) Few J portion 

27 Mamly from religious sets The habits are 
acquued by association 

28 About i tola costs quarter anna , 2 to 8 
tolas cost one to one and-a-half anna 

29 (o) Oidmanly tobacco, to make it bmn 

(6) Exceptionally dhatma, for mtomcation 

Rosebuds, amseed, almond, conandei seeds, 
cucumber seeds, and black pepper 

SO No knowledge of sohtude, taken m com- 
pany Yes, it IS mainly confined to males, not 
confined to certam limit of life It is not usual 
for children , 

31 Yes, it 18 easily formed by daily practice 
It IS not difficult to break off Yes, it is taken to 
excess gradually 

32 It IS curtomaiy to dimk bhang only on 
particular Hindu holidays, chiefly on Maha Shiva- 
lutn and Hob, commonly called Simga, neither 
lehgiouB noi essential , if only taken on hohdays, 
it does not form a habit and is not injmious 

33 It IS taken as a bad practice There is no 
social 01 religious opimon It ^oils the constitu- 
tions of people, it weakens the mental power 
Theie is no custom of worshipping hemp plant 

31 It would be a senous privation to jogis and 
fakirs to leave it off, it is considered by them as a 
part of then 30giship 

35 It would not be feasible to prohibit all of 
them , it will be consumed illicitly By putting a 
check to cultivation It would occasion serious 
discontent to rehgfious sects It would not pro- 
duce any political danger Yes, some will resort 
to hquoi and some to opium 

36 No, because spurts are dear 
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37 The effects o£ both aie same, but the chaias 
IS worse, as it is stiouger 

38 The effect of lound and flat ganja is 3 UBt 
the same, but effect of chui is slight 

39 Smolnng is moie in 3 unouB than dnnlnng 
and eating, because the smolnng affects the con- 
stitution soonei than dnnking oi eating 

40 Yes, it IS used as medicine and also £oi 
cattle 

41 No, it IS not beneficial at all 

(a) No 

(i) Yes, for a time being to a habitual smohei 
01 dnnhei 

(c) and (d) No Icnowledge 

42 The moderate use o£ these drugs is not 
hai-mless, because by moderate use it leads genei- 
ally to excess 

43, Yes, they aie inoffensive 

44 Slight mtoxication to the habitual consum- 
eis Yes, foi time being only it is reEicshing 
Yes, it produces intoxication Yes, it puts a stop 
to hungei gradually No, it does not create good 
appetite Moderate effect £iom one to tao hours, 
and excessive £oi a longer time Y es, dullness is the 
aftei-effect Yes, excessiie smoheis aio inclined to 
smoke some more , vnthout that they cannot do 

45 Yes, it affects physically on the Incr, lungs 
and bram , diminishes mental powei Yes, it does 
impau the constitution Yes, it causes indigestion 
and loss o£ appetite gradually It causes bion- 
clutis and asthma Yes, it does impau morality 
and induce laziness Yes, it deadens the intellect 
and produces insanity if taken in excess No 
Imowledge of type , cannot say temporary or 
peimanent 

49 and 60 Yes, it produces impotence aftei a 
long time 

51 to 54 No knowledge 

55 Yes, they induce then victims to partake of 
dings to fiuthei then design Complete stupefac- 


tion can be effected without any admixtuie only 
to people who are not in habit at all 

57 To my knowledge ganja and charas are 
nevci eaten oi drank, but only smoked 

68 Yes, it leguiies impiovement 

59 To whole Beiai province cultivation of these 
drugs should be lessened by heavy license fees , 
also on import, export, and on wholesale sale , and 
foi retail sale the maximum quantity should be 
fixed to the lowest quantity 

GO It should not be allowed to be sold whole- 
sale by any cultivate! to any wholesale pui chaser 
without a permit fiom a competent Government 
authority, as well as cultivators should not letam 
the ciops without license, and a heavy fee should 
be levied on cultivatois , also retail sale license to 
be granted to respectable poison or party for each 
distnct 

Cl No charas is pioduced in this piovunce 

62 Yes, same as No 60 

63 Same as answer to No 59 

61 Same as ansa Cl to No 60 

65 Intoxicating drags such as bhang, ganja, 
and charas aio cbcapci than opium and alcoholic 
hquoi, because one anna worth of liquoi would not 
give satisfaction to a quartei anna worth of gan 3 a 
and charas consumer , so thcie is no objection to 
taxation being incieascd on these drags 

66 No, it sliould be in equal 

67 In my opimon theie is no ob 3 ection to the 
picsent method of taxing 

68 Licensees aic not allowed bv the license 
granted to them to allow consumers to consume 
drags on the premises, and such method should 
be continued to pi event facilities foi liabitual smok- 
018 

69 No, people aie not consulted, and thej ought 
to be consulted to Icnow the icason whether in 
favmur of these drugs or against, whatevei it may 
be 

70 No Yes, duty is paid No 


11 Evidence of TTaman Ganesh, Tahsildai', Wmu 


1 I am answeiing the questions regaidmg the 
matteis lelative to ganja from the infoianation 
obtained fiom the contractois and those who 
smoke ganja m this taluk 

2 The definition of ganja given by Di Pram in 
his leport of 2lst June 1898 is collect In this 
taluk ganja is known, by tliiee different names — 
ganja, bhang and chaias But it seems that cha- 
ras IS not leceived in this taluk, noi seen by any 
one Only it is heaid by name The definition 
of ganja and bhang given by Di Pram is accepted 
by all , but, in fact, as theie is no cultivation of 
ganja in this taluk, nothing can be said positively 

3 Ganja does not glow in this countiy at all, 
noi can it be positively said in what distnets it 
glows But fiom the infoimation leceived it can 
be said that ganja is always imported m this 
taluk fiom Khandwa, and fitom this it seems that 
ganja might be glowing abundantly in the 
distnct of Khandwa, province Nemad 

4 Ganja is known m this taluk by two diffei- 
ent names — ganja and bhang Ganja is piepaied 
fiom the buds of the tiees, and bhang fiom then 
diied leaves These two aie obtained fiom one 
tiee, 


5 As there is neither ganja cultivation nor 
natuial giowth of jungli ganja, nothing can be 
said foi certain what sort of climate and soil are 
congenial to the giowth of ganja 

6 Nothing can be said about the growth of 
jungh ganja being dense or scatteied only, because 
it does not at all glow m this taluk But some 
men who had been to Handwai say that theie is 
jungli ganja in that distnct, and it glows densely 
like tarot a 

7 In this taluk ganja is neither cultivated for 
pioduction of ganja noi bhang, noi charas, nor 
foi its seeds Though Government allows the 
cultiv ation of ganja on paj ment of Es 10 pei 
acie, still nobody has cultivated it till now 

8 Nobody has at any time cultivated ganja 
in this taluk in his fields, noi is it in practice to 
do so Only those who smoke ganja weie in the 
habit of cultivating some plants m their piivate 
compounds But even that is now put a rtop to, 
as it has been disallowed by Government 

9 As theie is no custom of ganja cultivation 
m this taluk, nobody can mention the method by 
which it IS cultivated In Moglai time it was 



326 


tlie piactice o£ planting gan]a at the back o£ the 
honse While asking these men peisonally, they 
state that a£tei gan3a has been pmchased fiom 
bazai, the seeds being collected theietiom me plant- 
ed in the gadda at the back of the honse and aie 
■vvateied till then giowth If the plants get flow- 
enng tops, they aie called male ganja Male 
gan3a is not used foi smoking pmposes It is 
only nsed foi drinking, -which is called bhang 
The smokeisof gan3a destioy these plants If the 
plants do not get flo-wenng tops they aie called 
iemale gan3a These plants aie only pieserved, 
and -ahen they leceive bnds the same aie cut and 
kept m the hole m the gionnd in the shape of 
Xijuddt This substance is used foi smoking pm- 
poses If caie IB taken of these plants they last 
tor two 01 tluee years and glow very high Aftei 
they aie iipened the branches of them aie cut and 
kept in the shape of jtiddi till it is completely diied 

10 Theie is no particulai caste which cultivates 
gan3a If pei mission is granted, gan3a will be 
cultivated like giains m the fields by the eultiva- 
tois/but the cultivation of gan3a is not allowed 
in this taluk In old times only those who aie in 
the habit of consuming gan3a used to plant hemp 
at the back of then own houses 

11 As theie is no gio-wth of the 3ungh gan3a m 
this taluk, nobody Icnows whethei the seeds ot the 
same are used foi the cultivation of gan3a 

12 Theie is no custom m this taluk of culti- 
vatmg gan3a from the 3ungh gan3a seeds, because 
there is no giowth of 3ungh gan3a in this taluk 
It majr, peihaps, be used in the countnes wheie 
there IS giowth of this No one con giae lehable 
infonnation about this My opimon is that wheie 
there is a giowth of the 3ungh gan3a, the people 
there perhaps might be planting it in then fields 
foi the pmpose ot bhang, but not foi gan3a, be- 
cause gan3a is not piepaied at all fiom it If 
people find any plant of 3ungh gan3a they uproot 
the same, because they have no use of it, and be- 
sides it spoils other plants 

13 The eultiaatoi who -wishes to cultivate 
gan3a -will be allowed to do so on payment of Rs 
10 pei acie, but as nobody has got evpenence of 
this, and as there is no cultivation m this taluk, 
the particulai s as legards climate, soil, etc , cannot 
be supplied, but I think gan3a is planted in the 
white soil and not m the sandy 

14 Neither gan3a noi chaias is prepared in this 
taluk only bhang is prepared. 

15 Gan3a is imported fiom Khandwa The 
substance which lemains after the hemp plant has 
been trodden under foot is called bhang, and it is 
used foi diiukmg purposes The flowering tops 
of the hemp plant are cleaned two oi three times 
with water, and after the water is e-^ti acted there- 
from it IS dried on piessing it m cloth , then this 
whole substance is mixed with tobacco and smoked 
in a chillnm This substance is called gan3a 
Nobody can say as to whethei the 3ungh oi culti- 
vated gan3a is used for any of these preparations 
Bhang is used for preparing gJiaita, and the 
method of preparing it is that the leaves, etc , aie 
kept m water till they become tender After they 
are taken out of the watei they are made to pow- 
der on a stone along -with other perfumeiy articles, 
and this whole substance is filtered and drunk 
This IS called bhang Some people take this with 
sugar and milk , evei-y one can prepare this at Ins 
own house 

16 Yes, the people buy the particular sort of 
gan3a from the market and prepare bhang at then 
houses Where there are plants of gan3aj bhang 


can also he prepared of the leaves therefrom, but 
the custom of such preparation is not m this taluk 
Best gan3a cannot he had from 3ungh gan3aplants 
Such plants may be used for preparing bhang 
Some people who had been to Haiidwar say that 
the 3ungli gan3a grows there 

17 It IS not customary that any particulai 
class of people prepare any of these drugs The 
contractors only sell gan3a The Halwais some- 
times prepare gakutz majim from gan3a 

18 Any of these drugs does not deteriorate by 
keeping, but if it is kept for a long time the m- 
to-cieative power of them becomes weak The 
limit of keeping these drugs is nearly two years 
After this period the intovioative power of these > 
dings becomes weak If they are kept -with care 
they lemam in power for three oi four years No- 
body can state what special measures can be taken 
to prevent deterioration, because every year gan3a is 
imported from Khandwa The countries in which 
the gan3a is cultivated the people there sell it after 
one year From this it seems that gan3a can 
remain in good condition -with ordinary care for 
fire 01 BIX years, but if it is kept everywhere it 
deteriorates and gives a bad smell 

19 Gan3a and chaias are only used for smok- 
ing, they cannot be used otherwise The conti-ac- 
tois prepare majum. through halwais, and sell it in 
Muhairam by permission Nobody can state in 
what other ways it is used 

20 I cannot say -with certainty what classes of 
the people smoke gan3a Chaias is not known 
in this taluk Generally fakus, gosains and la- 
bourers smoke gan3a It is a general opinion of 
the public that exertions of severe nature can be 
alleviated by gan3a smoking 

21 The different kinds of gan3a given in this 
question are not known to the people of this taluk 
They smoke gan3a which is imported fiom 
Khandwa 

22 Chaias is not known in this taluk 

23 Bhang is never used for smoking, because 
it IB less mto-ucative than gan3a, but the habitual 
smokers in time of need sometimes use bhang for 
smolang, but this happens very rarely 

24 Generally in the hot season most of the 
people of this taluk drink bhang Bhang is not 
used for eating m this taluk It is said that this 
IS used in Hindustan 

26 The use of gan3a and bhang is on the in- 
ciease in this talulr Day by day the state of the 
people becomes poorer and poorer , and as they have 
not got means to use any othei costly drags besides 
this they are obliged to use gan3a Among Hindus 
drinking of liquor is prohibited, and if they drink 
they are kept out of caste , but if they smoke 
gan3a they are not kept out of caste Under all 
these cucumstances, I am of opinion that there is 
an increase as stated 

26 The piopoition of the consumers p£ any of 
these drags is as follows — 

(o) 10 per cent, 

( 5 ) 5 per cent 
(c) 2 per cent 

Id) 3 per cent 

27 I cannot give positively what classes of the 
people are mainly taken to these di-ugs The habit 
of gan3a smoking can be easily formed by associa- 
tion -with the gan3a consumers 

28 The average allowance and cost of each of 
these di-ugs per diem are as follows — 

(0) 3 pies 

(1) 2 annas, 
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29 The model ite consumeis o£ any of these 
drags mix oidmanly tobacco m ganja wlule smok- 
ing, and exceptionally the excesfeiae consumers mix 
luehalla. and dhatuia seeds -with it Some dnnk 
bhang with watei and sugaicane, while some with 
sugai, milk and othei peifumeiy things 

The excessive consumeis mix dhatuia seeds in 
ganja while smoking with the intention of makmg 
it moie intoxicative 

30 Bauagis, fakirs, etc , use any of these drags 
in company consisting of foui oi five membois 
The lahoureis smoke ganja at then own houses 
The people think that ganja smoking is one of the 
mean acts Those who aie addicted to ganja 
fSmoking smoke at each lothei’s houses Bhang is 
also not piepaied by one and drank it also lequires 
a company of five oi ten men If any gentleman 
wishes to take bhang, he piepaies it at home and 
dunks It IS mainly confined to the male sex of 20 
jeais of age and above Childien nevci consume 
any of these drags if they aie under contiol, very 
scarcely any of the childien take to these drags 
In Muhaiiam alone it is said that bhang is drank 
by all, i e , fiom youths down to elderly poisons 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drags 
is easily foimed It is difficult to break off at once 
There is a tendency m the case of any of these drags 
for the model ate habit to develop into the excessive 

32 Theie is no custom, social oi religious, in 
legaid to the consumption of any of these drags, 
but in baii-agis they considei it a leligious custom 
and they dunk Dnnking is generally excessive in 
them It IS likely to lead to the foimation of the 
habit, and is theicby injurious 

83 Ganja smokmg has been consideied to be 
one of the mean acts bv the people, because theiehy 
one loses memoiy and health , it bungs on cough 
and so forth If bhang is taken moderately 
dunng the hot season it vv on’t affect There is no 
custom of worshipping the hemp plant in this taluk 

84 It IS a seiious privation to any class of con- 
sumers to forego the consumption of any of these 
drugs at once, because theieby they will not digest 
then food they will suffer fiom pm ging, and so 
forth This will last for two months and then it 
will be stopped It is said that if any one wishes 
tobieak off this habit, ganja can be kept m buttei- 
milk instead of water and then smoked, and there- 
by the habit of ganja smoking will be easily bioken 
off It IS not mjmaous to dnnk bhang There is 
a general custom to dnnk bhang in this taluk, and 
this habit can easily be bioken off 

35 It IS not feasible to prohibit the use of any 
of these drags, because it is of a long standing, As 
there is a great number of the consumers of these 
drags, it IS impossible to stop it at once, and if it 
is so stopped the people will consume the drag 
illicitly If the Government wants to piohibit the 
use of these drags, I propose that some tax should 
he imposed on the consumeis of any of these drags, 
and theieby the number will be reduced The 
quantity for the retail sale should also be reduced, 
but with all this, I don’t thmk that it can be 
stopped at once There is no doubt that there will 
be discontent amongst the consumeis of these 
drugs, but it will not amount to a political dangei, 
because the numbei of such people is not large 
The prohibition will be followed by lecourseto 
alcoholic stimulants by those who have got means 
to spend for them, and the rest will take to other 
drags 

36 Behable information on this head cannot be 
supplied 

37 So fai as intoxication is concerned, there is. 


it IS said, diffeiencc in the effects of charas and 
ganja smoking Chaias is too strong in its effect , 
ganja is not so it can lie smoked five, seven, and 
ten times during a day 

38 Reliable mfoiniation on this head cannot 

be supplied ' 

39 The smoking of any preparation of the 
hemp plant is moie injuiious than eating oi drink- 
ing, because by smolnng it bungs on cough and 
weakness It is not mentioned in the medical 
books that ganja should be smoked 

40 Ganja is used in the treatment of cattle- 
diseases, but it IS said that if it is administeied 
to cows, buffaloes, etc , thou milk is stopped It 
16 also used by native doctois as medicine, and 
they state that they have got authonty in the 
medical books 

41 The modeiate use of any of these drags ,s 
beneficial m its effects— 

(a) as a digestive , 

(4) to alienate fatigue under seveie exertions, 
(e) as a pieventive of disease in malanous and 
unhealthy tracts, 

(d) in no other way 

Libouiei-s only use moderately any of these 
drags for the pui poses above named The ex- 
cessive use of any ot these drags is mjunous to 
the health 

42 I consider the moderate use of any of these 
drugs IS haimlcsB 

43, The moderate consumeis .aie inoffensive to 
then neighbouis 

44 Theic will be no immediate effect of the 
modeiate use of any of these drags on the habitual 
and excessive consumers It is lefieshing to the 
modeiate consumeis it pioduces intoxication, 
it cieates appetite The effects of it last foi one oi 
two horns There aio no after-effects 

15 (c) The habitual modeiate use of any of these 
drags pioduces noxious effects 

(4) It does impair the constitution in any 
way 

[c) It does injure the digestion and cause 
loss of appetite 

[d) It does cause dysenteiy only 

[e) Reliable infoimatioii on tins head cannot be 
upphed But if any new man takes to these 
sdrogs he is naturally to lead to immorality and 
debaucheiy 

It does deaden the intellect and pi oduce insanity' 
It pioduces insanity 'in the case of excessive con- 
sumeis It IS tomporai-y and may be remedied 
if eaily steps are taken 

46 The reasons given above apply to this ques- 
tion also 

47 The habitual moderate use of any of these 
drags does not appear to be a hereditary habit 
and effect m any way the childien 

48 See answer above 

49 Some people use any of these drags as an 
aphrodisiac It is also used by piostitutes The 
use for this puipose is injunous Rehable mtorm- 
ation on this cannot be supplied 

50 It IS said that the excessive use of any ot 
these drags bnngs on impoteney 

51 The bad eharacteis that we have got in this 
taluk aie not generally the habitual modeiate 
consumers of any of these drags Some oi them 
aie used to these drags I don’t tlunk that the 
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consumers o£ any o£ these dings commit giavei 
offences They may, peihaps, commit petty thefts 
with tlie intention of getting money £oi this pur- 
pose, veiy iniely and in time of need 

52 I don’t think that the evcessive consumeis 
of any of these drags will commit offences of a 
giaiei natuie 

53 It cannot be stated with certainty that the 
evcessne indulgence in aira of these drags incites 
to unpiemeditated crime I have no knowledge of 
any case of muider being committed by such men 

51 Reliable infoimation on this head cannot be 
supplied 

55 The ciiminals, in oidei to fui-thei then 
designs, induce then netims to partake any of 
these drags and so stupefy them Complete 
stupefaction cannot be induced without admixture 

56 Tobacco IS aln ays mixed with gan]a foi the 
moderate effects, and dhalma seeds foi the ex- 
cessive 

These seeds are oiity used by excessive liabitual 
consumeis foi then pemonal use 

57 It IB said that theie is a custom of mixmg 
ganja with othei eatable things I hav e no Icnow- 
ledge of this 

58 I considei that the piesent system of excise 
admimstration in this pioviiice is woi Icing well, and 
I do not thmk tliat any modifications aie needed 
theiem 

59 As there is no neeessitj of any improvements 
in the system of excise administiation, the reasons 
called for are not given 

60 There is no cultivation of gaiya m this 
talulc, and hence theie is no management oi contiol 
over it 


61 Reliable infoimation on tins head Cannot be 
supplied 

62 Theie is no cultivation of ganja in this 
taluk 

63 I'have no ob 3 ection to the piOsent system of 
wholesale and letail vend of any of these drags 

64 I have no ob]eetion to the existing legula- 
tions m foice in this, taluk foi governing the export 
and impoi-t of any of these drags 

65 In my opinion the taxation on any of these 
drugs, ins, ganja and chaias, is reasonable and 
leqmies no alteration Ganja should be sold bj 
Gov emment to the contractors by lecoveiing tax 
theieon instead of selling it by auction The 
ganja is sold by auction along with opium, and 
hence the revenue of gan 3 a alone cannot be 
supplied, and I suggest that gau 3 a should be sold 
separately fiom opium 

66 Reliable mformation on this head cannot be 
supphed 

67 I think, in my opimon, that the tax on 
gan 3 a is veiy little, and the method of taxmg is 
supplied in answer No 65 above 

68 There aie shops licensed for the sale of any 
of these drags in this taluk It is sold theie only 
and not consumed on the premises 

69 When the shops weie stationed fiist they 
were stationed with the consultation of the 
peojile, and as well as loolang to then convemences 
It IS fail, I think, that the people should always 
be consulted in opemng these shops 

70 I bare not heaid of any case of smuggling 
of any of these drags fiom Native States m this 
taluk Gan 3 a is always imported on pass aftei the 
duty has been leally paid Theie is no use of 
untaxed gan 3 a m this taluk 


12. Evidence of Vickooji Naeajn, Tahsildar, Kathapur 


1 I am answenng the questions regaiding the 
matters i dative to hemp drags from the infoi-ma- 
tion obtained from contiactors and others 

2 Theie IS no cultivation of gan 3 a in this taluk 
Charas is not known to the people of this taluk 
The dned floweiing top with tendei branches of 
the hemp plants are called gan 3 a The plants 
bemg trodden under foot, the substance lemaming 
therefrom is called bhang Gan 3 a is imported m 
this taluk fiom Central Provinces and Khandwa 
As there is no cultivation of gan 3 a in this taluk, 
the names given by Di Piam aie not Imown to 
the people 

3 and 4 The mfomation on these heads can’t be, 
supphed 

5 Nobody knows about raw gan 3 a in this 
taluk 

6 There is no gioudh of law gan 3 a in this 
taluk. 

7 Theie is no cultiv'ation of the hemp plant in 
this taluk 

8 to 13 The infoimation on this head cannot be 
supphed 

' 14 Gan 3 a is imported in this taluk fiom other 
piovunces, as theie is no cultivation of it heie 

15 The g ra 3 a which is imported in this taluk is 
used for the following purposes — 

(1) For smoking 

(2) Foi eatmg 


(3) Foi dimking 

(1) The flowering tops are used foi smoking It 
IS first cleaned in watei and after the water being 
estiacted theiefiom, the substance remaining is 
mixed with little quantity of tobacco and smoked) 
m chillums 

(2) The substance which remains fiom hemp 
, plants after being trodden under foot is used foi 

' this pill pose It IS fust cleaned with water and' 
aftei the water being extracted theiefiom, it is 
tried, and mixing it with sugar and other pr- 
fumery articles, the same is made to powdei, which 
IS used foi eating purposes 

(3) The substance above deseiibed is used ajso 
for, this pui pose The gan 3 a is fiist cleaned with 
water and kept theiem till it becomes tendei It 
IB then made to powdei on a stone and mixing it 
with water, sugar, and milk, etc , the whole sub- 
stance IS filteied and drank 

16 The bhang is not jiiepai^d geneially by the 
middle class people in then houses They do not 
know how to piepaie it The}' have no knowledge 
of the hemp plant They never piepaie charas 

17 The information on this head cannot be sup- 
' plied 

' 18 Any of these drugs, i e , gaiya and bhang, 

can keep its effect for about one yeai, aftei this 
period it has no effect Chaias is not known in 
tins taluk 

19 Gan 3 a and bhang are used foi smoking, eating 
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and dunking pniposes They aie also used as 
medicines Ghinja -which is imported £iom Khandwa 
IS used £oi smoking and eatmg purposes, and the 
one fiom Northern India is used tor dnnkmg 

20 The pioportion of the people who smoke 
ganja cannot be gwen Many classes of the people 
smoke ganja, but chiefly fakus, gosains, bauagis 
and labomeis smoke ganja Ganja eating and 
dimking IS a geneial custom even m well-to-do 
people 

21 Gan 3 a winch is imported fiom Khandwa, 
etc , IS used by the people of this taluk 

22 Chaias is not imported in this taluk 

23 Bhang is nevei used for smokmg 

24 Keliable information on this head cannot be 
gnen 

25 It cannot be stated that theie is incicasc of 
these drugs m this taluk 

26 The piopoition of the consumeis of these 
diugs IS as follows — 

(o) 25 pel cent 

(6) 75 „ 

ic) 5 „ 

(<7) 25 „ 

27 Only those who are idle, funny, and ivithout 
any employment mamlj'- lead to these drags 

28 The infoimation rcquiied has been omitted 
while answeiing this question 

29 Habitual excessive consumers mix dhatura, 
kuohala and bachnag ivith these drugs -with the 
intention of malang it moie into-ucative 

The infoimation on the second head cannot be 
supplied 

80 Foi the consumption of any of these drags 
in solitude one pays fiom his own pocket, but in 
company they collect subscnption It is mainly 
conhned to the males of over 20 yeais of age 
Childien nevei consume any of these drugs 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
IS easily fonned, but the habit of smoking is difficult 
to bleak oS There is a tendency in any of these 
drags foi the model ate habit to develop mto the 
excessn e 

32 Theie is no custom, social oi lehgious, in 
regal d to the consumption of any of these drugs, 
but this plant is called “ shio-walli,” and on the day 
of Maha Shivaiatra bhang oi ghota is di-unk, but this 
IS not legaided as essential It is not likely to lead 
to the formation of the habit 

33 Theie is no custom of worshippmgthe hemp 
plant on any occasion m this taluk 

34 Theie seems to be no senous piivation to 
any class of consumeis to foi ego the consumption 
of any of these drags they use 

35 It IS feasible to piohibit the use of any of 
these drugs amongst the family men, but it is not 
in sadlius, fakus, bairagis, etc, and they only will 
be discontented by the piohibition It must be 
made by government laws, and will not amount to 
a political dangei The piohibition will be followed 
by lecouise to alcoholic stimulants andothei drags 

36 Reliable infoimahon on this head cannot be 
supplied 

37 and 38 Infoimation on this head ''cannot be 
supplied 


89 Not solved properly according to the ques- 
tion 

40 Native doctors piesciibe any of these drags 
on account of its medicinal qualities It is also 
used in the tieatment of cattle-disease 

41 The moderate use of any of these drags is 
beneficial m its effects — 

(a) as a digestne, 

(i) to allevaate fatigue under sei eie exertion 

(c) and (d) This is not knonn to me 

Pol the purposes mentioned alxne, cluefly 
bairagis, fakirs, Gonds, Banjans, etc, use these 
drugs model ately or excessively 

42 The modeiate use of any of these drags is 
haimless 

43 Not pioperlj solved 

44 Theie is no immediate effect of the moder- 
ate use of any of these drags on the liabitual eon- 
sumei It bnngs on intoxication aftei a while It 
16 reficslung It produces intoxication It does 
cieatc hunger Theie are no after-effects The 
want of subsequent gratification produces imeasi- 
ncss 

45 The moderate use of anj of these drags pro- 
duces intoxication, cough, weakness, asthma, im- 
morality, and madness dunng intoxication 

46 Just as above, but in more degrees, in the 
case of habitual excessive consumer 

47 and 48 The habitual modeiate use of any of 
these drags appears to be no heicditaiy habit 

Nothing can bo said positively about this 

49 and 50 Theie is a tendency in the case of 
any of these drags for the moderate habit to dev- 
elop into the excessive 

51 to 52 Reliable information on these heads 
camiot be given 

53 I have not heard if any gnevous offence has 
been committed by excessiv e consumers of any of 
these drags 

54 to 57 Reliable infoimation on these heads 
cannot be supplied 

58 I do not think that any modifications should 
be made in the present system of excise admimstra- 
tion 

59 No modifications are required 

60 Ganja is not cultivated in this taluk, and 
the Ignorant people have no knowledge how to cul- 
tivate it 

61 Chaias is not prepaied in this talulc 

62 There is no cultivation of gania in this 
taluk 

63 I have no objection to the piesent system 
of wholesale oi letail vend of any of these drags 

64 I have no objection to the existing legula- 
tions goveinmg the import of any of these drage 

65 This IS not pioperly solved 

66 Plat, round and broken ganja is not imported 
in this taluk from Bengal 

67 I have no objection to the piesent method of 
taxing any of these drags 

68 Contiactoiscau only sell ganja in this taluk 

69 Shops aie opened with the consent of con- 
tiactois of these drags 

70 I have not heard of any case of smuggling of 
hemp drag fiom Native States 
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13 Evidence of Viwayak Appaji Eaub, Biahmin, Officiating Talmldar, 

Baiioa, Wvn District 


1 I am answenng the questions legaidmg 
the matteis connected with hemp drags torn 
information obtained fiom the contiactois and 
the consnmeis of the same 

2 The definitions given in this question of the 
seveial foims of hemp drugs aie very minute^ but 
■as theie is no gan 3 a cultivation in this taluk, the 
people have no knowledge of these defimtions 
This pioduct IS locally kno-wn by the following 
names — (1) Ganja, (2) bhang, (3) charas 

(1) Ganja consists of the dried flowermg tops 
and tendei blanches of the hemp plants 

(2) Bhang consists of the smallest parts which 
remain aftei the hemp plant being trodden under 
foot 

(3) Char as is not imported m this taluk 

3 The people of this taluk have no knowledge 
as to wheie the hemp plant grows spontaneously 
Some say that these plants glow in the countries 
ad]oming the Himalaya mountains , but this 
information is not reliable Ban ganja is some- 
times found in the jungles, but nobody says as 
to whether this is the same plant of which the 
information is required No one can say as to 
whether this plant brings on intomcation This 
plant is scarcely found in the 3 ungles 

d This plant is known by the name of ran 
gan 3 a, and it has been already mentioned that 
this plant IS diffieient from the one under dis- 
cussion 

5 No reliable information can be given on 
this head 

6 This plant is never found in the 3 ungles, and 
hence the information as to its giowtli cannot 
be supplied 

7 There IS no cultivation of the hemp 'plant 
in this taluk for any of the drugs named 

8 As there is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, this question need not be solved 

9 No particulars can be given regarding the 
method of cultivation of this plant 

10 to 13 Thelinf 01 matron on these heads cannot 
be supplied, as there is no cultivation of this plant 

14 There is no plantation of the hemp plant 
in this taluk, and hence the gan 3 a and bhang are 
not prepared from this plant These are always 
imported from Mai wa p/a Khandwa The flower- 
ing tops and tendei branches of the hemp plant 
are called gan 3 a, while the lemaining substance 
IS called bhang Char as is not known in this 
taluk 

15 Ran gan 3 a is not found in tins taluk The 
following articles are prepared from the hemp 
drugs plants — 

[A) Gan 3 a for smolang , 

{B) Ma 3 um, yakuti, for eating , 

(C) Ghota for drinking 

(4) The gan 3 a should be cleaned and then 
washed seien times in water, and after the water 
has been ei^tiacted theiefiom the gan 3 a is mixed 
with an equal quantitj of tobacco and smoked in 
cktllums 

(B) The gan 3 a is boiled along -with water in a 
pot, and after it is dried it is mixed with an equal 

Tol vn 


quantity of ghi and then boiled and put into a 
small gunny bag, and the bag with its con- 
tents bemg twasted vnth the assistance of ropes, 
the substance extracted therefrom is kept in 
a "paiat,''"’ and after it has been mixed with 
sugar, small pieces are made of it, which is called 
ma3um 

The essence of the pme gan 3 a should be extract- 
ed and mixed vnth a little quantity of the 3 mce of 
30 wn roots, dhatuia seeds, kuehala, and aconite, 
and the whole bemg mixed with sugar, saffron, and 
other perfuming substances, it is called yakuti 

(C] The bhang bemg eleaned and made into 
powder and mixed -with poppy heads, pepper, rose 
buds, etc, the mixture is called ghota Some 
people add milk to this 

16 Ghota IS prepared by the people m their 
houses It ean be prepared from the hemp plant 
wherever it grows Ran gan 3 a is not cultivated in 
this talulc, and hence the other substances, char as 
and bhang, cannot be prepared 

17 Gan 3 a is prepared and smoked by fakiis, 
gosais, etc This gan 3 a is not piepared foi sale 
Halwais and other shopkeepers prepare ma 3 um and 
yakuti for sale in the fans 

18 Yes , it does lose its effect by keeping for a 
long time It ean be kept -with ordinary care for 
two years It deteiioiates by dampness It must 
be kept in Smdhi mats, etc , and care should be 
taken against damp air to prevent deterioration 

19 Chaias is not prepared m this taluk 6 an 3 a 
is used for smoking 

20 This information is given in answer No 17 
above The accurate percentage cannot be given, 
but from the lecoids it seems that 19,640 people 
were the usual consumers during the last seven 
months, and the average for twelve months will 
be 33,668 in a poimlation of 166,580 of the taluk 

21 Ploweimg gan 3 a is prepared by the people , 
but the patti gan 3 a is imported in this taluk and 
used 

22 Chaias is not used in this taluk, and hence 
it IS never imported 

23 Bhang is also used for smoking, but it is 
only the usual consumers of gan 3 a who do so The 
percentage and the classes of the people are given 
respectively in answers Nos 17 and 20 above 

24 This has been solved m answers Nos 17 and 
20 above 

25 The increase and decrease in any of these 
drugs cannot be conectly given , but there seems 
to be a decrease The quantity used during the 
last five years is as follows — 


\ear 

M 

S 

1887 88 

39 

7 

1888 89 

21 

14 

1889 90 

65 

7 

1890 91 

41 

9 

1891 92 

26 

26 


26 and 27 Reliable information on these heads 
cannot be given 

28 The average allowance per diem to habitual 
moderate consumers is 3 pies and to habitual exces- 
sive consumers 1 anna 

2 T 
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29 Tobacco is one of the oidmaiy ingiedients 
milled with gan 3 a, but exceptionally kuohala, dha- 
tuia seeds, etc , aie mixed ivith ganja to mahc it 
stiongei Bhang massala Is descnbed in answei 
No 15 (C) above 

30 The consumption of each of the these drugs 
IS piactised by males of 20 yeais of age and above 
in solitude or in company Cluldi en ne\ ei consume 
any of these diugs 

31 The habit of consuming any of these drugs 
IS not easily formed It is not difficult to bicak 
off Theie is no tendency in any of these drags 
foi the modeiate habit to develop into the exces- 
sive 

32 These drags are not used as one of the social 
01 lehgious customs, and hence the furthei parti- 
culars cannot be satisfactorily descnbed 

33 The consumption of each of these drags is 
geneially regaided as a mean act by the people 
The consumeis of each of these drags aie generally 
disrespected It is the opinion in geneial that these 
drags aie injundus to the consumei's health The 
henip plant is neiei woi shipped on any occasion, 
but in case the habitual consumei dies, the hemp 
plant IS kept near his coi-pse at the time of his fu- 
neial ceiemony The use of any foim of the nai- 
cotic IS geneially in disiepute, because thcie is a 
firm opimon among the public that the use of these 
drags is one of the mean acts, inasmuch as the so- 
cial 01 lehgious customs aic coneeincd 

34; Theie would bo no senous pmation to any 
class of consumeis to foiego the consumption of the 
drags they use These diaigs have got one or two 
more tioublesome effects than the opium, liquor, 
etc Still in opium and liquoi theie aie some per- 
manent effects which aic impossible to bo checked 
at once, and hence theie would be a senous pma- 
tion to the consumeis of these to forego the con- 
sumption This IS not applicable to the hemp 
drags consumeis 

35 It IS feasible to prohibit the use of all these 
drags By this I mean that the cultuation of 
gan]a should be stopped The piohibition of all 
these drugs will not, I think, occasion senous dis- 
content amongst the consumeis, and it Mould not 
also amount to a political oi social dangei 

The consumeis of these drags aie geneially 
bairagis, fakiis, kanphatias, etc The numbei of 
such people is not laige in this taluk In family 
men such habits aie \eiy laie If the use of the 
hemp drugs IS pi olubded, these men will hare le- 
couise to alcoholic stimulants oi othei drags pio- 
duemg intoxication, without which they will not 
pull on 

36 It appeals that the men who aie used to the 
hemp drugs are addicted to a certain extent to 
alcohol I attribute this change to the causes of 
getting the alcohol leady, and they have got a pe- 
culiar taste I cannot offer any pi oof of its 
leality, but it is said that the liquoi is much con- 
sumed 

37 As the chaias is not used in this taluk, the 
infomation on this head cannot be gii en 

38 There aie different lands of effects on the 
consumeis of ganja and bhang, of which the foimei 
IB stronger than the lattei rn rts effects 

39 The smoking of the hemp drags is moie in- 
jurious than that of diinkmg oi eating, but this 
habit IS not so commonly in use as that of smoking 

40 See medical officei’s lepoit attached * 

41, Modeiate use of ganja oi bhang is beneficial 

* Not received by 


in its effects as a digestive, and also gives stapng- 
powei under severe exertion or exposure and alle- 
viates fatigue, and is also effective is a medicine in 
malinous and unhealthy tracts No mformation 
can be given for clause {d) 

The labouring classes naturally use this drag in 
Older to alleviate fatigue But in this talulc such 
people generally use liquor instead of this drag, and 
next to this they use opium 

42 Moderate use of these drags is to some ex- 
tent beneficial, for which the explanation is alieady 
offeied It seems that the modeiate use of these 
occasionally Mould be liannless, onlj perhaps it 
may haim dming its mtoxication foi a short time 

43 Moderate consumeis aie inoffensive to their 
neighbours 

44 The immediate effect of moderate use of anj 
of these drugs on the habitual consumeis is of a 
jileasing soit It produces intoxication It does 
not allay linngei It ci cates appetite in some 
degree The effects of these drags last for about 
foni houis on liabituals and foi tuelve hours on 
bcginneis les, theie aie after -effects 

45 and 46 Vtde Medical Officer’s leport attached ^ 

47 The habitual modeiate use of anj of these 

drugs does not apjieai to be a heieditaiy habit, but 
in some waj it affects the clirldien of the moderate 
consumei s 

4S The excessive habitual use of any of these 
drugs does not appear to be a he editaiy habit, but 
it affects the cluldi-en 

49 and 50 Ftde Medical Officei’s report attach- 
ed “ ' 

51 The bad chaiacteis only are used to these 
drugs The proportion is not based on the popu- 
lation The bad chaiacteis geneiallj commit peltj 
offences with the intention of defiapiig the costs 
of these drugs The consumers of liquor leqmre a 
laige amount to spend for it, uhile the consumers 
of these drugs can manage vnth a small amount 

52 This has been solv ed in ansM ei No 51 above 

53 The excessive indulgence docs not, it appeai-s, 
excite the consumei to unpiemeditated enme, vio- 
lent or otherwise, unless the consumer has not been 
out of his senses 

54 These drags aie not used bj cnminals m 
ordei to fortrfj' themselves to comnut a preme- 
ditated act of violence or othei enme 

55 The enminals induce then victims to partake 
of any of these drags, and so stupefy them in order 
to fruthei then clesigns Complete stupefaction 
can be induced by admixture 

56 and 57 F/rfe Medical Officei-’s report attach- 
ed ^ 

58 The present practice of contiol is rather satis- 
factory Pol the piesent the Bev enue Officers have 
been entrusted with powers in these mattere , but 
if a separate officei be appointed foi these matters, 
the contiol, etc , will be moiesatisfactoiilj exeicised 
than at piesent 

59 The impiovement can be effected by opening 
a separate department, and also by giving poweis to 
the patels, etc 

60 Information on this head cannot be supphed, 
as there is no ganja cultivation in this taluk 

61 Chaias is not known in this taluk 

62 See answer No 60 above 

63 No impiovements aie necessiiy in the 
present system of vyholesale or letail vend of these 
drags 

10 ComtniEsioa 
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64 I liaAe no objections to tlie existing regula- 
tions goieining the import o£ these drags As there 
IS no cnltiWioii o£ ganja in this talukj theie is no 
exportation of the same 

65 to 67 I am unable to solve these satisfactonly 
63 No houses oi shops have been licensed for 

the sale of these drags oi then piepaiations ivheie 
these maj be consumed on the piemises 

69 The wishes of the people aie not consulted 


foi the opening of shops The shops are opened 
fiom infoimahon obtained from the contractors as 
to the sate of these drags , but the public conveni- 
ence IS alu ays looked to m opening them 

70 The ganja is always imported fiom other 
pi evinces on a pass aftci the duty has been paid 
Theie IS no geneial use of untaxed drugs in this 
taluk 


14 JHoiclence of Lasman GopaIi Deshpandb, Brahmin, Naib Tahsildar, Mangrul 

Taluk, JDikti %ct Basim 


1 I have had opportunities of obtaining infoim- 
ation legaiding the matteis connected with hemp 
dings, in legaid to which my answeis aie flamed 
fiom the pel sons addicted to the hemp dings and 
the cultivatois of the plant, whenevei I came m 
contact with them 

2 The said definitions can be accepted, except 
the definition of ganja The name of bhang is 
applied to the dry leaves of cultn ated female hemp 
plants Theie aie only two vaneties known of 
ganja — flat ganja and chui ganja Ganja is 
locally known by ganja Chaias is locally known 
by chaias Bhang is locally known by bhang, 
siddhij and gadada 

6 The giowth of the wild hemp is oidinaiily 
Ecatteied 

7 Theie is a cultivation of the hemp plant in 
my piovince — 

(a) foi pioduction of ganja, 

(c) foi use of bhang, 

in Khamgaon and Pimpii in the KJiamgaon taluk 
and Sutal m the Malkapui taluk to the slight 
extent 

8 Theie has not lecently been any considerable 
inciease oi decrease in the area under such culti- 
vation 

9 The cultii atois are to piocuie seeds of the 
hemp plant outside of the province The soil is to 
be ploughed flown It lequiies sufiicient manuie, 
partieulaily that of cowdung The process of the 
kharif crop is generally followed in the hemp cul- 
tivation The seeds aie sown lathei late, that 
IS, in the months of July and August (in the 
Nakshatias of Pnnai-wasu and Pusha) The hemp 
crop lequiies, besides the lain, well water, from 
the Hasta NaLshatra, three times a day The 
crop IS ready for being leaped in the months of 
November and December (in the month of Maiga- 
shusha) To have the crop more stimulative in its 
quality the cultivators open the loner part of the 
hemp plant, put in the part open needful quantity 
of opium, and then bind it over very tight 

10 The peisons who cultivate hemp for its 
narcotic properties donT form a special class 
They aie of the same classes as othei agncultuial 
cultivators 

11 The plants cultivated foi the production of 
ganja are never raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp 

12 I have no reason to suppose that the (so- 
called) wild hemp is anywheie specially cultivated 
foi the production of ganja 

13 The cultivation of the hemp plant for ganja 
IS lestncted thioughout the whole piovince The 
elevated pandJian soil close to villages is necessary 
for the cultivation of hemp for producing ganja 
The soil from which opium crops neie used to be i 

vol.vii, 


taken suited best for ganja crop without any 
manuie Theie is no part of my province wheic 
its cultiiation would be impossible 

14 The following products aie prepared in my 
piovince — 

(fl) Ganja , 

(c) Bhang 

Doi the answer of the lattei part of the question, 
vide ansuei to question No 9, chapter 2 

15 As it IS not known that ganja and bhang 
are produced fiom the wild plant, so the distinc- 
tion between the methods of preparation from the 
cultivated and the wild plant cannot be made 
The following is the method of preparing the above 
products "When the hemp crop is leady to be 
leaped, cultivators cut off buds with leaves They 
heap the buds with leaves on the suiface of the 
earth and tiead them under foot The leaves fonn 
bhang, and buds ganja Buds are put in the watei 
and after a few minutes they aie taken out and 
cleared of the dut they contain Thus they are 
jiiepaied for smoking The leaves are i educed 
to powdei, and the powdei thus made is used for 
eating and dunking 

16 Bhang is not generally piepaied by the 
people in then houses It can be piepaied from 
the hemp plant wheievei grown Ganja cannot 
be piepaied from the wild plant wheievei grown 

17 The piepaiations of ganja and bhang are 
made by the cultivators of the hemp 

18 The drags (ganja and bhang) do detenoiate 
by keepmg They qmte lose them effects in time 
They do not keep good moie than two years with 
ordinary care I don’t Icnow the causes of deteiioi- 
ation To prevent detenoiation they should not 
he affected fiom moistme and lats 

19 Ganja is used foi smoking Chui ganja is 
used also foi eating and dimkmg mstead of bhang, 
when the lattei is not available 

20 The classes of the people that smoke ganja 
are mainly formed of travellers, baiiagis, fakirs, 
gosawis, Rajputs, Brahmins, Kunbis, Maiwans, 
thioughout the whole province Their numhei on 
an average probably will come to 20 per thousand 

21 The flat ganja is pieferied foi smoking 

23 Bhang is sometimes used foi smoking when 
ganja is not available to the liands of the poorer 
classes of the people 

21 Thioughout the whole piovince Brahmins, 
Rajputs, Maiwaiis, baiiagis, gosawis, etc , do eat 
01 drink bhang The number of consumers will 
come to 10 pei thousand 

25 The use of ganja and bhang is on the in- 
cicase The reason is that the number of the 
shops of these drugs is much increased on the lA- 
commendation of contractors wherever needed 

2x2 
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This fact evidently shows that the consumption is 
on the inciease 

26 The following aie the pioportions of the 
consumers — 

Gan]a Bhang 


(ff) Habitnal moderate consumers 6 

(i) Habitual ewosMve consumers 12 

(c) Occasional moderate consumers 1 

(i) Occasional excessive consume! s 2 

20 



27 Each of these is mainly taken fiom classes 
of the people foiming fakus, hauagis, gosawis, 
Rajputs The piactice is mainly contiacted omng 
to the bad association Geneially these classes of 
the people lead an idle Me 

28 The follouing IS the aieiage allowance and 
cost of each of these drags pei diem to— 

Alloiv- Cost 
ince 

Tolas Annas 

(tt) Habitual moderate tonsumers— 

Ganja 3-^ 2 

Bhung 2 1 

(b) Habitual excessive consumers — 

Ganj 1 5 4 

Bhuig 5 2^ 

29 Tobacco is oidiuaiilyj and dliatui a exception- 
ally, mixed with ganja Peppei and bhang 
massala aie oidinaiily mixed with bhang The 
object of these admrxtmes is tomodeiate the powei 
of intoxication and to have a good taste Bhang 
massala consists of lose flowei, sugai candy, poppy 
seeds, sweet fennel, almonds, nutmegs, caida- 
moms 

30 To a gieat extent the consumption of each of 
these drags is piactised generally in solitude and 
occasionally in company It is mainly confined to 
the male sex attaining minonty It is not usual 
foi childien to consume any of these drags (bhang 
and ganja) 

31 The habit of consuming bhang and ganja is 
easily foimed It is not difficult to bieak off, 
Theie is a tendency in the case of any ot these 
drags foi the modeiate habit to dei elop into the 
excessive 


32 As foi ganja smoking, theie is no leligious 
01 social custom pievalent in the piovince Theie 
is a leligious custom among the Hindus of dnnkmg 
bhang on the daj s on which Maha Sluvaiatia and 
Chaitia Akadasi fall The Hindus ohseiie fasting 
on the said days The peisons given to bhang 
dnnlang dunk and induce otheis to diink in 
honoui of Mahadeo The use of the drag is not 
legaided as essential It is tempeiate geneially to 
the occasional eonsumeis and excessii e to the con- 
firmed eonsnmeis 


33 The consumption of bhang is geneially 
legarded as baneful vice, and moie so the use of 
ganja Theie is not anjr public opinion in legaid 
to the piactice The leason why the use of any 
foim ot the narcotic is geneially in disiepute can 
be attnbuted to the dangeious and nndesuahle 
consequences that follow fiom it (use) Theie is 
no custom of uoishiqipmg the hemp plant on any 
occasion by certain sects of the people 

35 It would be feasible to piohibit the use ot 
ganja and bhang The drag u ould not he con- 
sumed illicitly No doubt the piohibition would 
occasion senous discontent among the eonsumeis 
Such discontent would not amount to a political 
dangci , as the niimhei of consume -s is verj small in 
comparison of the population of the whole pi ounce 


The piohibition mil he followed by lecomse, not to 
{a) alcoholic stimulant oi othei drags, but to too 
much eating and smolnng of tobacco 

37 The smoking of chains is not piaetised in 
my piovince, so the diffeience in effects cannot be 
mentioned 

38 The flat ganja bnngs on intoxication eaihei 
than the chui ganja— to eonsumeis The use of 
flat ganja is moie pernicious to the health than 
that of the ehui ganja 

39 The smoking of any piepaiation of the hemp 
plant IS not m any way less injmious, hut, on the 
contiaiy, moie injuiious than dnnlang or eating 
the same oi any otliei piepaiation 

40 The use of ganja is piesenbed on account of 
its medicinal qualities by Natne Doctois Its use 
IS also made in the tieatment of cattle disease 

41 The moderate use of ganja oi bhang is tem- 
poiaiily beneficial m its effects — 

{a) 'as a food aceessoiy oi digestive, 

[b) to give staying-powei under severe exertion 
01 exposuie, oi to alleviate fatigue, 

(e) as a febnfuge oi pieientiieof disease in 
malanous and unhealthy tiaots 
Generally tiaielleis, such as fakiis, haiiagis, 
gosawis, and laboiueis, use the drag foi the above 
pui poses It IB both the modeiate habitual use 

and moderate occasional nee of the drag u Inch I 
lefei to The effects of the modeiate occasional 
use of the drag aie moie beneficial than those of 
the moderate liabitnal use, 

43 Modeiate consumem aie inoffensive to their 
i neighbours 

44 The immediate effect of the modeiate use of 
any of tlie drags (bhang and ganja) on the habi- 
tual eonsumeis is to inflame the eves to the slight 
extent m the case of ganja, and to cieate incon- 
ceivable action in the biains in the case of bhang 
The eonsumeis think it to be lefieshing, though it 
16 not actually so It pioduces intoxication to the 
slight extent It does not allaj' hungei Bhang 
cieates appetite The effect of ganja lasts foi two 
horns 01 BO, while that of bhang thioughout the 
vihole daj’’ Theie aie aftei-effects The uant of 
subsequent giatification does pioduce longing or 
uneasiness 

45 The habitual use of auy of these drags 
(ganja and bhang) does pioduce noxious effects, 
phj sical, mental oi moial 

It (ganja) imjiaiis the constitution It (ganja) 
and bhang m the long ran injuie the digestion or 
cause loss of appetite Ganja causes asthma u hen 
the consnmei loses health and giows old It in- 
duces laziness It does deaden the intellect 

46 As to the consequences fiom the habitual ex- 
cessive vise of any of these, they ensue eailier 

47 The habitual modeiate use of ganja does 
affect the children of the modeiate consumei 

48 The habitual excessive use of ganja does 
affect the childien of the excessive consumei veiy 
badly 

49 The modeiate use of ganja and bhang is 
practised as an aphiodisiac They are used by 
piostitutes Tlie use foi this pmpose is moxe in- 
junous than the use asnaicotic,as they give much 
stimulus to the nen ous system The use of hemp 
tends to pioduce impotence in the long ran 

50 By the excessive use the effects aie biought 
about eaihei 

54 The drags (ganja and bhang) aie not used 
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by cumiTi'ils to fortify themsehes to commit a pie- 
meditated act of molcnce oi other ciime 

57 Graii 3 a is sometimes eaten oi drank when 
bhang is available 

58 I am stiongly under the impiession that 
when the Government intiodnced the system of 
excise admmistiation the mam object it had in view 
was to cheek the consumption ot the drags fiom 
the hemp plant as far as possible But on consi- 
deration of gradually mci easing number of consum- 
eis I cannot but say that the object aimed at is 
not likely to be accomplished by the woiking of the 
piesent system The sj stem is capable of impiove- 
ment 

59 To impiove the system such measmes may 
lie taken as would without fail check gradually the 
use of the drugs oi prohibit at once the use ex- 
cept on medical purposes Under the piesent sys- 
tem any number of maunds of the drag can be im- 
ported to meet the demands of the public, and be- 
sides that any number of acres can be brought 
under the cultivation of the hemp plant foi the 


same object In case the use is gradually and cer- 
tainly to be checked, the number of shops is to be 
leduced eiery j ear and the lestnctions in legaid to 
the fixing ot such a number of acres to be brought 
undei cultii ation of the hemp plant and of such a 
numbei of maunds of the drags to be imported as 
would suit oui pmpose under the circumstances, are 
indispensably to be brought into force In case 
the Government thinks the use is to be piohibited 
except on medical purposes, it is well and good 

62 Fide my ansuei to question 59 

63 I have no objection to the piesent system of 
a wholesale 01 letaii vend of ganja and bhang oi 
piepaiations of them 

64 Vide my answer to question 59 

69 The wishes of the people are not consulted 
01 considered in any way before a shop is opened in 
any locahty The number of shops is increased oi 
decreased on consultation of contractors, * c , m- 
diieetly the wishes of consumers are consulted and 
considered Local public opmion is to be taken 
into account before opening any shop 


15 J^vidence of Colonel C. T. Lane, Inspector General of lohce, Amraoti. 


51 I do not believe that any large proportion of 
cnminnls are moderate consumers of hemp drags 
Noi do I tlunk that moderate use has any connec- 
tion with cnme 

52 and 53 Answenng questions 52 and 53 to- 
gether, I would say tint I believe the excessive use 
of these drags does tend to excite a violent disposi- 
tion, uluch may culminate in temporary homicidal 
maun 

A prisoner in the Alcola Jail, who before con- 
viction for muidei had been in the habit of taking 
bliang, was found after convnctioii to become 
violent — 

hi — when he surieptitiously got hold of this 
drag, 


2nd — when, after thus indulging in it, the 
fact was discovered and he was de- 
prived of it He assaulted the Super- 
intendent when under this excitement, 

64' I have no pei-sonal knowledge that this is 
the case 

55 I hav'e never in my expeiience heard of a 
case where bhang, chaias oi ganja was used to 
stupefy for the purpose of robbery , and I cannot 
say whether complete stupefaction can be produced 
bj any of them, 


16 Evidence of A Heath, Eistrict Supeimtendent of Police, Wtm 


51 Certamly not None whatever 

52 Persons who make and dnnk ganja, bhang 
and madak to excess are, in my opinion, incapable 
of doing anj mischief They are most miserable 
specimens of humamty, those I have seen 

63 Ho , not to those accustomed to the use of 
these drugs No, I have not personally seen any 
case of the sort 

54 I thmk not Cnminals committing violent 


cnme, dacoities and robberies generally fortify 
themselves with country hquoi This stuff gives 
them Dutch courage, while the drags soothe them 
only 

55 Yes , only occasionally such cases are heard 
of, but those that come befoie me personally, the 
drag used was always dhatuia 

Yes, certainly complete stupefaction can be 
induced 


17 Evidence of 'Mjn, Eistnct Supei intend ent of Police, 

Amraoti. 


51 I should say a fan proportion would be 
found And I would mstance Mtenas, Bhiidducks, 
and others of the Bowii class, inclusive of Sansis 
and Huibiirahs, many Gaiorees,most Afghans and 
Puibeahs, conung to Beiai as moderate habitual 
tonsiimeis, with all the class of Muhammadan fakn 
corners, and very many of the Deccan Musalmans 
also, the want of it being felt when not obtainable 
bj all such consumers And I should consider 
that even a moderate use of these drugs would have 
a demoralizing effect, would conduce to an immoral 
predisposition, pervert the working of the brain into 
unexpected channels, and render also a callous feel- 


[ mg of indiffeience to consequences arising through 
any personal action 

52 I consider it has been shown unmistakably 
that these drugs inflame the passions and operate 
detrimentally on the brains , that they do not of 
necessity cause the same effect in any two persons , 
and this may be attributable in part to the consti- 
tutional condition of the person affected, as also in 
part to the dose then taken, which would also 
necessitate a consideration of the quantity taken 
within the few hours previous, oi the habitual 
usual dose taken once a day oi oftenei 

53 Excessive indulgence does incite to un- 



334 . 


■piemcdilated cnme, ^nolont and otliciwiEO It 
cauBCS untation of the biain and pioduces an im- 
propei condition, wheiein conceptions nndoubledly 
mieo iibicb lead to hitheito unpicmeditated action 

Known Gowaids haie been known undci Buch in- 
fluence to commit lash, men bold, acts they had 
nmei contemplated, much less been guilty of, with- 
out its inflammatoiy aid, and many a buiglaiy 
and load Clime hadnciei occuiied but foi its in- 
fluence I ha\c met no such case peisonally, but 
the annals of ciimmal histoij in India show it docs 
lead to tempoiaiy homicidal fienyj wtnessthe 
lepeated ' '' g amuck, which might 

one and 

51 Yes, I haie met manj’- instances aiheicin 
these drags have been used to cncouiage to the 
commission of buiglaiies and load cume, especially 
the foimei I should saj the Afghans (Kurbulla 
Syeds, othei Peshinis, Yiisulf Zaics, Iluttan Zaies, 


etc ), Mamas and the Bomi class generallj (and it 
has many laniifications) do lesoit to these drags 
■wbcnovci thcio is a likelihood of icsistanee, when 
they wall allow nothing to dctei them eithoi m the 
commission of the ciimc oi to enable them to 
icticat Even the commission of nniidci is looked 
on as nothing w hen undci this influence 

55 Kot to my own knowledge I have leod 
that such has been done, and w illiout admixture 
it might bo administcied in a cliillnm , but I have 
no peisonal knowledge But lathci that, in order 
to stupefy a vaetim, cnminals u£0 the dhatura or 
the loot of the lowan invanablj These being so 
much the safei also would be picferablc, and the 
effect of both dhatuia and the jowaii loot is iden- 
tical in its piopoitionatc do-^e I could point to 
man} instances of the latter , peisonally to none 
of the former 


IS o/ Stjugeon-Majoii C L. StVAiM, Oificiahvq Sanitauj Commissioner, 

and Inspccloi -General of Dispcnsai les. 


1 Fiom Ecvciiteen }cais^ semce in India in 
chaige of Native troops, civil hospitals, dispcn- 
sanes and ]ai!s, and as Ofliciating Sanitar} Com- 
missioner of this piovaucc 

2 These definitions may bo accepted for this 
piovnnce, but chaias is not known hcic, noi is evci 
used The names used foi the pioducls in tlus 
papci aie those in use locallj 

19 Clnras is not used in this provmico, but 
ganja is used mixed wath tobacco foi smoking 

23 Bhang is not used foi smoking 

28 (n) One and a half diachm of gan3a, the 
cost of which is thieo pie, will last a moderate con- 
sumei about foui days 

One ounce of bhang, the cost of which is tlnoc 
pie, will last a niodeiate consumer about foui da}s 

{&) Foui ounces of ganja, the cost of which is 
two annas, will be consumed by an cxcc«8iv c smok- 
ei in one day 

Foui ounces of bhang, the cost of which is six 
pie, will be used by an excessiv o consumci in one 
day 

29 Gan3a mixed with tobacco is used b} all 
smokers, iiiespective of caste, trade oi nationalit} 
No othei mgiedients aie mixed wutli gan3a 

Several mgiedients aio mixed wath bhang befoic 
it IS diunk, such as eoiiandei seed, almonds, rose 
floweis, Bugai, milk, etc 

Habitual excessive gan3a smokeis sometimes mix 
dhatuia seed in the smoking mixture Opium, 
nux-vomica, caiithaiides, oi betel-nut aic never 
used eithei with bhang oi gan3a in this piovancc 

Bhang massala is knowai, and consists of bhang, 
black peppei, cucumbei seed, almond, lose flower, 
sugar, milk, etc 

30 Gan3a is not smoked in solitude, but in com- 
pany Bhang is also used in company and not in 
solitude Bhang and gan3a aie almost entiiely used 
by men, except in few Oases by piostitutos, but 
never used by childien 

31 The habit of gania smoking is easily con- 
tiacted and never abandoned, except nndei com- 
pulsion It is the same with bhang Theie is no 
tendency as a rale foi a model ate to become an 
excessive consumei of gan3a oi bhang 

32 It IS essential that when fakiis, sadlius, and 
othei leligiouB mendicants aie assembled foi a 


feast, th it before Mtting down to then food gan3a 
or bhang should be used Thcie aic no other cus- 
toms at which it IS essential that thc=e drags should 
be used that I am aware of 

36 I do not think that alcohol has been m anj 
way substituted foi thc-c drags 

37 I have no cxpcncncc of charas smoking 
By smolnng ganya, intoxic itioii is at once pro- 
duced, and lasts only for a short time, while in the 
case of bhang it is more gradual and of longer 
duration 

39 From my own oxpenonce among regimental 

sepoy's the smoking ol ganya is far more in- 
jnnous than dunking or eating bhang Tliecon- 
Inmcd ganya smoker IS alwavs sniolang, and wall 
light his whenever ho gets a chance of so 

doing, and the cases of sepoy s that I will mention 
hcrcaftei were all excessive ganya smokeis 

40 In few ca=es thc<-e dings aie used by native 
doctoiB in tieatmcnt of diEca«e, but in the treat- 
ment of cattle disease only bhang is used 

41 It IS said — 

✓ 

(a) botli ganya and bhang are used to 
appetite and piomotc digestion, 

(i) ganya and blnng, but moie especially 
ganya, arc used to give staying-powers 
and alienate fatigue , 

(c) in the IMclghat forest and maliinl district 
ganya is much used as a pieventative 
against malarial feveis , 

(<?) I do not think that ganya or bhang is in 
any' othei wav beneficial to those using 
them, as it is stated to be above 

42 Fiom my own expeiicnce the modeiatc rwc 
of these drags I considei haimles«, but cannot say 
that it is beneficial in any way 

44 At fust aftei smolnng ganya the smoker 
feels happy and hght-heaiteil, which aftei a short 
inteiwal is followed by intoxication It does not 
allay hungei, but aggiavates it It creates an 
appetite Tire effect of ganya smolnng lasts about 
ten to fiften minutes Aftei-efleets are gieat hn- 
guoi and depiession Theie is no longing or 
uneasiness if the appetite ioi smokmg ganya oi 
dunking bhang is not giatified 

45 I do not think that the habitual modeiato 
use of these dings pioduces any noxious effects. 



335 


phjEical, mental oi moial It does not impau the 
constitution, in]uie digestion oi eanse loss o£ appe- 
tite It does not cause dysenteiy, diaiilicea, bion- 
clutis 01 asthma, noi does it impaii the moial 
sense oi pioduce laziness o£ habit Ihaieknonn 
seieral modeiate nseis o£ these drugs, and they did 
not appeal to me to be any the ivoise foi it 

Taken in excess it deadens the intellect and pio- 
duees insanity In two cases o£ insane sepoys in 
my late legiment who had to be sent to lunatic 
asylum, one to Kagpm, and the othei to^Han- 
goon asylums, the insanity in both cases was en- 
tuely due to excessive use ot ganja In neithei o£ 
the cases was theie an “ - 

sanity Both weie e 

homicidal, and neitli 

viously £iom mental anxiety oi biain disease 
Five othei sepoys weie dischaiged fiom the legi- 
ment as mentally deficient, whose intellects weie 
deadened by the exeessue use o£ gan 3 a and bhang 

46 A. habitual excessive user o£ these drugs, 

in my opinion, is ^ ” physically 

and mentally for any ^ ‘ is a curse 

to himself, and a burden to all those connected with 
him 

47 None 

48 The escessivevUse of these diugs is not in 


any way inherited The offspimgs of an exces- 
sive usei will not necessanlj follow in the footsteps 
of then piaient 

49 Sometimes these drugs are used as an 
aphiodisiac, also by piostitutes They aie not 
moie in 3 miouB, when used for this propose, than 
as an oidinaiy naicotic The use of hemp does 
not pioduce impotency 

60 All in 3 unous, but smoking gan 3 a moie so 
than bhang, and is liable to produce insanit-v 

56 The effect of hemp modified by the admix- 
tuie of othei ingredients is — 

(a) taken in moderation, harmless , 

[b) taken m excess,* in 3 unouE Dhatura, nux- 

vomica, canthaiides, opium oi betel-nut 
neier mixed 

( I 

57 6 an 3 aisne\ei eaten or drank in this pio- 
vince, only smoked Such a thing as chaias is not 
known down heie, and iievei used in any wa}' 
whatevei 

In conclusion, modeiate use in my opimon 
IS neither beneficial noi in 3 uiious, but the exces- 
sive use IS most harmful in every avaj’^, and I cer- 
tainly think that something ought to be done to 
curtail its use, and to make it moie of a luxury 
than it IB 


19 Evidence of Surgeon-Majob B, B Roe, Qtvil Sui geon, Ami aoh 


1 Enquiiies amongst convicts m 3 ail, and ganja 
smokers outside 

2 Indian hemp is not cultivated in Beiai, but 
the definitions and names given apply to the im- 
ported drag The names given aie known and 
used heie 

19 Charas is smoked only Gan 3 a, though 
used chiefly in smoking, is occasionally chewed and 
eaten by excessive consumeis 

23 No , never 

28 («) Gan 3 a up to 5 tohs, costing 2 i annas 

Chaias „ „ 3 masas, „ 2 „ 

Bhang „ „ 5 tolas, „ 1 „ 

(A) Gan 3 a up to 15 tolas, „ 7 oi 8 ,, 

Chaias ,, ^ tola, ,, • 4 ,, 

Bhang „ „ 10 tolas, „ . 2 „ 

29 (fl) Tobacco oi tobacco mixed with 3 agn, 
known as gndaloo ^ 

Bhang is pounded and mixed with sugar and 
watei 01 nulk 

(i) Dhatma, nux-vomica, betel-nut are used, 
as also aisenic and acomte, the ob 3 ect of the ad- 
nuxtuies being to inciease strength of the pie- 
paiation 

Bhang massala is used heie, and consists of 
cucumber seeds, almonds, black pepper, rosebuds, 
aniseed, conandei, poppy seeds, sugar, and melon 
seeds these ingredients are pounded and imxed 
(usually) with milk and water 

30 Consumption is mostly practised in com- 
pany , it IS mainly confined to the male sex , but 
women of low character as well as Sunthms oi 
Hindu nuns do use the drag It is not used by 
children under 12 years of age 

31 ,The habit is acquued easily, and is very 
difficult to bleak off There is a tendency foi the 
modeiate to develop into the excessive habit 

32 Apparently no connection in this lespeet 

36 No 


37 Charas is stronger than gan 3 a, and the 
intoxicating effect of the former is more qmckly 
developed and lasts longer 

Bhang is much milder than eithei of the above, 
and its effects are slowly developd 

39 Smolnng is more in 3 unous than the drink- 
ing of bhang But the eating of gan 3 a is ,moie 
in 3 Uiious than eithei 

40 I cannot discover the use of the drag bv 
native doctois But it is said to be used mixed 
with tmmeiic and butter in the treatment of 
cattle for throat affections 

41 (a) Gan 3 a and bhang increase appetite and 
assist digestion 

(A) Gan 3 a gives staying-powei Bhang is given 
to camels and bullocks' occasionally when foiced 
marches aie lequiied of them 

(c) It (gau 3 a) is also used as a febiifuge with 
goodiesults 

Used in small quantities as above, the drag may 
be beneficial 

42 Bhang, if used in model ation, is, I believe, 
harmless , but the modeiate habit tends to develop 
into the excessive 

44 The drag is refreshing, Smokmg produces 
intoxication almost at once It inci eases appetite, 
does not allai’- hunger The effect of smoking 
lasts about an hour The want ' of the drag pro- 
duces much longing and uneasmess 

45 Not as a rale, unless long continued in, 
when more or less emaciation occurs, with loss of 
mental powei Increases appetite and assists 
digestion Is said to cause bronchitis and asthma, 
but not dysenteiy It mduces laziness, but not 
immoialitj’- It is generally believed to pioduce 
msanity 

46 Increased laziness lesults, with loss of 
memoiy, more emaciation, and a general bieak-up 
of the system 
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47 I believe not 

48 Not heieditaiy 

49 and 50 No, and is not used in this way by 
piostitutes Impotence sometimes lesults in the 
case o£ excessive smoking 

56 The admixtuie of othei substances is used 
geneially to inciease the effect of the drag. 


opium 13 not used with hemp , I haie no tnon- 
ledge of the action of the mdmdual ingiedienls 
when mixed with hemp 

67 Chaias is smoked only Ganja, when 
eaten, is said to be moie injuiious than when, 
smoked The lesult, howevei, is not so lapidly 
obtained 


20. Evidence of Suegeon-Oaptain E W Reilly, Qivil Surgeon and Sujper- 

intendent, Gentral Jail, Aleola, 


1 Veiy little Only in the jail, when I come 
into contact with men addicted to the use of these 
drags 

2 In Beiai, I am told, only ganja and bhang 
aie to be had Ganja is made fiom the flowei of 
the plant Bhang is piepaied fiom the leaves of 
the plant 

19 Ganja is only used for smoking Used 
thus all over Hindustan Qhaias I know nothing 
about The pnsoneis know of the compound, and 
say it IS highly mtoxicant 

23 Bhang is sometimes smoked when ganja is 
not piocuiable Geneially it is piepaied to be used 
as a dnnk 

28 Gatija— 

(a) Twice a day 

(S) Fiequently dunng day 

B/ianff — 

(a) Once a day occasionally 
(4) Nevei moie than once a day, and then m 
eaily evening 

29 Ganja is used foi smoking mixed with 
tobacco 

Bhang massala is piepaied by mixing bhang 
nitli black peppei, almonds, gingei, sugai, lose 

\ 


leaves, cucumbei seed When it can be afforded, 
this piepaiation is drank with milk 

So fai as I can elicit infomation, dhatura, 
opium, nux-vomica and canthaiides aie not mixed 
with these drugs ^ 

30 Ganja is geneially smoked in company Its 
use IS confined to the male sex Childien do not 
consume any of these drags Bhang is also 
usually drank in company Both sexes aie accus- 
tomed to its use Childien do not consume it 

31 and 32 No infoi-mation to be had 

40 At times Yes , it is given to cattle When 
a man wishes to sell his cattle (bullocks) at a bazar, 
he geneially gives them a dose of bhang 

4d (o), (i), (c) Yes 
As an intoxicant 

44 Ganja pioduces intoxication, and it is used 
for this pm^pose alone Bhang, on the othei hand, 
IB refreshing and is an appetizei The effects last 
from two to thiee horns 

45 These questions my infoimants aie unable 
to answei As I hav'e but little expenence of these 
drags, then uses and effects, I am unable to offer 
any opinion 

49 No , I am told that the use of ganja and 
bhang tends to an opposite condition of tilings 


21 Evidence of De. 0. W. Jones, Civil Suigeon, Basim > 


1 Fiom peisonal expenence of the habits of 
the people who aie hemp consumeis, and to a long 
lesidence m diffeient parts of India 

2 These definitions aie applicable foi this pio- 
vmce except that chaias is not known in this dis- 
tiict 

19 In this distnct ganja is used foi smokmg , 
chaias is not known 

23 Bhang is nevei used for smoking 

28 In this district ganja is the only part of 
the plant that is used foi smoking The avei- 
age allowance and cost pei diem being foi (a) 
one-fourth of an anna oi one tola foi two days , (6) 
vanes fiom one to two annas 

29 With ganja tobacco is also mixed and put 
into the chtllum and so used foi smoking The 
fakiis often mix dhatma leaves and sometimes a 
small quantitity of crade aisenie The object of 
mixing tobacco is to gwe a longei smoke The 
dliatuia IS used to inciease the naicotie action of 
the ganja, and ai seme to pioduce incieased sexual 
desue, to sustain bodily fatigues, and to waid off 
malana Bhang massala is made up of bhang, 
black peppei, poppy seeds, sugai oi sugarcandy, 
di-v gmger, almonds, and ehiiungee seeds Bhang 
ma'sala is not sold, but is piepaied by consumeis. 


chiefly Brahmins, Maiwans, Rajputs, Ratoras 
and Shikhs This bhang massala is mixed with 
milk and used as a dnnk, the bettei classes being 
the chief consumeis 

30 Ganja is both smoked in solitude and in 
company Bhang is not used foi smolong, but 
IS converted into a dnnk by pulvensation of its 
leaves and its maceiation in cold spnng water 
It is usually drank m company Ganja and 
bhang aie chiefly used by the male sex and by 
adults No, it IS not usual foi childien to consume 
any of these drugs But theie is a confection called 
majum, which is made up of ganja, sugai, ghee, 
and othei condiments This confection is some- 
times given to childien, but chiefly to gills about 
attainmg matuiity with the object of pioducmg 
intoxication befoie using such giils foi immoial 
puiposes Majum is laigely consumed by all 
classes who take part in the Muhaimm festival 

31 The habit of coiisummg any of these drags 
IS easily framed, foi the ganja clitlhm is always 
made welcome to anybody who joins the party 
of ganja smokeis It is not difficult to bieak off 
the habit of smoking ganja, as it is not often pro- 
em ab’e in small vilhges As a rale, no , but m 
some instances modeiate smokeis giadualiy be- 
come exeesswe 

32 As to majum, see No 30 It is a social 
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custom among the gosams to convert every disciple 
into a ganja smokei, bemg a foimal imtiation mto 
the lehgious sect 

36 As ganja smoking has a tendency to under- 
mine the health, young men o£ the lower classes 
aie caiefully eschewing the hahit o£ smoking 
gan 3 a The increased consumption o£ anack and 
toddy points to gan]a smoking being giadually 
supeiseded Men who have been in the habit o£ 
smoking gan 3 a foi the last ten years give it as 
then evpenence that they do not see any steady 
inciease in then number o£ gan 3 a smokers 

37 Chaias is not piocurable in this distnct, 
and hence not used % the people It is not 
known i£ there is any diffieienee in gan 3 a and 
charas smoking There is no difference in the 
narcotic action pioduced by bhang from ganja 
smokmg 

39 Gan 3 a smokmg has a gieater tendency to 
affect the health than the using o£ bhang oi bhang 
massala as a dnnk Gan 3 a smoking is taken into ' 
the lungs and speedily produces its narcotic action 
Bhang and bhang massala being taken as a dnnk, 
and that o£ten with milk, the dilution weakens 
the narcotic action, and hence has a less tendency 
to affect 'the constitution Excessive gan 3 a smok- 
ers are often the victims of insamty 

40 No Not known No information can he 
ohtamed on the sub 3 ect 

41 The modeiate use of ganja and bhang aie 
beneficial in their effects, as detailed m [a) to {d) 

iZ The moderate use is both beneficial and 
harmless There aie men who have been mthe 
habit of smoking gan 3 a from adult to old age, and 
have not bodily suffeied in any way^but give it as 
then experience that moderate smoking has often 
removed fatigues and stayed the pangs of hunger 

44 The modeiate use of the drag, even on the 
habitual consumer, is refreshing and mtoxioatmg 
It allays the pangs of hunger and creates appetite 
The effect of intoxication lasts foi an hour If used 
in moderation there aie no after-effects The want 
of subsequent gratification does not produce a 
longing or uneasiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of gan 3 a oi bhang 
is in no way detrimental to the consumers , on the 
contrary, it is beneficial I give this as my ex- 
perience, and as the espenence of men who are in 


the habit of using gan 3 a in moderation for periods 
vaiying from ten to twelve years 

46 The excessive habitual use of gan 3 a is highly 
detrimental to the consumei Physically the 
habitual is lendeied weak and emaciated His 
intellect also becomes weak and clouded, while his 
moial feelmgs are blunted The constitution o£ 
the habitual is highly impaued He is weak and 
emaciated, with a tendency to develop tubercle in 
hiB lungs (c) Yes {d) Causes bronchitis and 
asthma (c) Yes , induces lazmess (/) No Pro- 
duces temporary insanity, and is the excitmg cause 
of such temporary insanity Type Hce a case of 
acute mania Temporary , yes The chief symp- 
toms aie ungovernable furv, great restlessness, 
want of sleep, dilated pupils, refusal of all food, 
talks ramblmgly and mooheiently , a busy delirium 
being present There is also a sense of dread and 
suspicion Besmears his excreta about his cell 
walls (g) Not known 

47 and 48 No 

49 Gan 3 a does not possess any aphrodisiac 
action on the consumer , but, when mixed with 
a small quantity of crude aisemc, it does produce 
an incieased desire for sexual action (6) No 
(c) No {d) No 

50 Gan] a to the excessive habitual consumei 
acts not as an aphrodisiac, but has a marked ten- 
dency to produce impotency 

66 Hemp in model ation used with tobacco is 
not m 3 nnous In excess, mixed with dhatuia oi 
opium, it IS highly detrimental to the consumer 

57 Ganja and charas are never eaten oi drunk 

In conclusion, the modeiate use of ganja, bhang 
or bhang massala is, m my opinion, highly benefi- 
cial to those who use the drag It wards off 
fatigue, allays hunger, and produces a certain 
amount of happiness Those usmg bhang massala 
benefit by it, as the preparation is taken with milk, 
the nutntive action of the milk being beneficial to 
the consumer The ding being cheap and speedy 
in its action as a narcotic, does not drain the puise 
of the smoker, and hence does not produce any 
demoralisation so far as the consumei oi his family 
are concerned A modeiate smoker is nevei known 
to be riotous oi uncontrollable He is happy in 
his own way, and is a peaceful citizen I should 
certainly pieter to see the natives of India take 
then modeiate dose of hemp m the chilhm twice a 
day than give up the practice to become consumei s 
of aiTack oi othei ardent spirits 


22 . Eoidence of Dr J Morrison, Qivil Surgeon, Yeotmal 


1 Very little 

2 Yes Bhang, gan]a, and chaias, latter not 
sold here 

19 No chaias sold oi used Ganja used for 
smokiug as well as being made into bhang foi 
drinking Bhang is usm only by a few people, 
e g , Paidesis and Marwans, as a cooling dimk in 
summer 

23 Not so used 

28 Half a tola daily of gan 3 a for habitual 
moderate consumers, cost 0-0-3 , tolas for exces- 
sive consumers, cost 0-0-9 Chaias not used 
Bhang used modeiately m summer by a few only 
Can't say cost 

29 Tobacco is ordinarily mixed with gan 3 a for 
smoking No bhang massala sold here 

30 No experience Mainly confined to the 
male sex Not usual for childien to consume any 
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31 Habit easily formed, difficult (when un- 
restrained) to break off Yes, the tendency is to 
develop into the^excessive 

32 Am not aware of any such custom 

36 I have no reason for so thinking 

37 Chans not sold heie Cases of acute mama 
have been attributed to gan 3 a and chains smoking 
Have not heard of bhang causing such disease 

39 Smokmg ganja and charas is said to be^ 
more injurious I, however, have no experience m 
this matter Two cases of temporary mania hare 
come under my notice, said to have been due to 
smoking ganja 

40 Chaias and ganja are piescnbed by native 
doctors 

41 I do not consider that the use of any of 
these may be of use either as a food accessory, to 
give stajnng-powei oi as a febrifuge 
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42 The human economy, I don't tlunk, requires 
any o£ these di-ugs Cannabis is picsciibcdi in 
some diseases, c g , neuralgia and spasmodic 
asthma, etc 

44 Pleasing ideas and hallucinations Has a 
tempoiary icficslung effect Bhang is said to 
create appetite Yes, the uant of subsequent gia- 
tification pioduccs uneasiness and longing 

45 (o) Yes, eventually 

(i) and (c) Eventually it does 

(rf) Ganja smoking has mduced asthma 

(e) It docs eventually 

(/) It deadens the intellect cvcntnallj It 1ms 
produced insanity In two ca'os known to mo it 
appealed the cvciting caiiso These two cases were 
in men who labouicd nndoi the opinion that their 
wives were caii'jing on criminal iiitimaej with 


other men In the above eases I consider the 
connection conclnsno I have no evidence as to 
whether insanity may tend to the use of hemp 
dings 

46 I have no cvpcrionco, but think that the 
c'ccessivc use of any of these drugs would cven- 
tuall} tend to insanity 

47 I can't saj Does not appear to act inju- 
riously on the oflsjinng 

43 Ilavc no cspencncc 

49 Yes, tlic) are said to be so used Don't 
know it pro'-titntcs use them I have not known 
any cate of impotence due to their use 

50 I have no evpcnencc 

56 Don't Icnow I have no information of the 
admivtnre of anj of tljc drugs mentioned 

57 No cvpencnco 


23. Evidence of Du W J MoMGOsrriir, Civil Surgeon, Euldana 


1 Jly information is based on local enquines 
made by me from persons connected with hemp 
drugs and on personal gonei-al experience 

2 I am told that hemp IS not cultivated in this 
district, and even when allowed the cultivation was 
very limited Bhang and ganja were the onl^ 
products used Chains was never used, because it 
was never taken fiom the plant Thc'o definitions 
may be accepted as regards this province Bhang 
and ganja are commonlj luiow n 

19 Oharas, as stated m paragraph 2, is not 
known m this provance Ganja is used onlj for 
smoking 

28 I hav e not seen or heard of bhang being 
used for smoking 

80 The ganja smoker does not, ns a nilc, admit 
that he is addicted to the habit It is often 
smoked m companj, geiicrallv in the evenmgs In 
fnet, ganja smokers form a scpaiate clan and are 
always thick fiiends It is mainlj confined to the 
male sex and to middle and old age It is not 
usual for childien to consume any of these dnigs 

81 Yes , the habit is easily formed and is diffi" 
cult to break off There is a tendenej' in a few 
cases only to develop into excess In such cases 
the individual cats but little, and all his cammgs 
are spent on his acquiicd pcrmcioiis habit 

32 It has been indulged to my know ledge by 
PurdesiB during the Hoh festival The bhang is 
mixed with milk and taken The use of the drug 
in this way on such occasions is not considered 
essential It is chiefly partaken of owang to the 
sense of menament which it pi-oduces from its 
stimulant pioperties 

In some cases the poison who indulges in the 
habit foi the fust time swears he will never touch 
it again because it has bad effects 

86 There is no reason to think that alcohol is 
bemg substituted for any of these drugs 

37 I have had no exprience as regards charas 
Ganja smokmg and bhang drinking arc very 
muoh the same m their effects 


39 The habitinl use of thc*^ drugs has a ten- 
dentv to weaken (he constitution H ibitiial ganja 
smokers are gcnerallv cmacntoil and thin weaklj 
men, and I havn invarinblv fonnd such men suffer- 
ing from an incurable chronic cough Tiie cough 
IB CO eharactonetic that I have often been able to 
say that tins is a ganja smoker, simplj from this 
one objective sv mptom The muscular tissues and 
fat diy up so to speak, while the veins become full 
and prominent The lijis become thin It is 
known to have cansed temporarj in'anitj 

41 It IS supposed bj natives to assist digertion 
and to be beneficial to the health I have no doubt 
but it does acsist digestion m habitual smokers 

42 Even the moderate use of hemp drugs is 
harmful The mind liccomcs affected, and the 
person appears more or Ic^s sillj 

4 1 The immediate effect is a sense of pleasure 
It IB rcCicshmg It produces intoMcation when 
taken to cxcc-s Perhajis it docs ailaj hunger 
The effects are tcmpoi-arj There are no bad after- 
effects, except in the case of a tj ro, who expresses 
himself as feeling verv much lohcved when the 
effects w car off There is alw aj-s a longing for the 
drug when once the habit is acquired 

45 Y'^es , even the habitual moderate use of the<e 
drugs affects tho phj siqne, mind and morals of 
the consumer The phv sique becomes niidenmncd, 
the mmd weak, and there is a tendenej' to immo- 
rality Tho man who takes to excess becomes 
htcrallj' half mad 

47 No 

49 It does not produce a desire for veneiy, and 
it IS not used bj' prostitutes I am of opiiuon it 
does produce impolcncy 

67 I attended the caso of a recruit in a native 
regiment who indulged in dniiking bhang for tho 
first time The effects were desciibed as awful 
Theio was great restlessness Thirst and a sense 
of languor, gieat heat and pain in the head, with 
a feehng as if tho top of the skull was flj ing off, 
eyes were blood-shot, and tho man seemed to logrct 
the state he had brought himself to 
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24 Evidence of S Baijnath, Medical Officer, Mady Hospdal, Badtwa. 


1 Fiom my boyhood I had frequent oppoi'tmn- 
ties to live 'TOth peisons addicted to the use of hemp 
drugs m one fonn oi the othei My father had 
been domg the work of a contractor, and had a 
number of gang people (fiom 50 to 500) working 
nndei him , hence my experience 

My experience extends to the provinces of Oudh, 
Central India, Malwa, Punjab, Baluchistan, Beiai, 
Southem Mahiatta country, Guiierat, Carnatic, 
Kathiawar, and Smd 

Eveiywheie the followmg products of hemp 
drug aie used — 

(1) Bhang, also called, vijaya — 

(fl) Bhuti, sabji, majum, a kind of sweetmeat 
prepared by adding jmce of bhang 

(2) Ganja, ganjo, ham tamacco 

(3) Char as 

19 Ganja and charas are both used chiefly for 
smoking, but the former is often used for eating 
also This practice is common amongst the low 
caste and pool people of Oudh) and K-olees and 
Thakadas of Guzeiat, who, while engaged in then 
oidmary avocation, for want of time and necessary 
things for smokmg, have recourse to chewing, 
which’ they call fanXt Usually, before smoking, 
ganja is prepared At first it is satiu-ated with 
water and rubbed well on the palm of one hand 
with the thumb of the other, seeds picked out, 
other impurities, mcluding big leaves, being re- 
moved It IS at fiist pressed by the hands, and 
lastly between the folds of some linen to remove 
the moisture When ready, it is put in a chxllum 
(an earthen thing), coveied with fiie, each smoker 
taking a few pulls, till the whole is burnt up 

23 Rarely I have seen some pool labouiers 
smokmg bhang, not good stuff, but the lefuse, 
which IS usually thiown away by well-to-do oi 
middle class people who drink it This piactice I 
have seen at Ujjain in Malwa, Scindhia^s territory 
I believe only those peisons who cannot afford to 
buy ganja, but who also cannot oveicome the long- 
ing desue of the same, collect this lefuse and use 
m place of ganja 

28 (fl) One-fouith to half an ounce , i ,to 1 anna 

(&) Half to 2 ounces oi moie , 1 to 4 annas and 

more 

29 (a) Tobacco is ordinarily used foi the pur- 
pose of facilitating the burmng of ganja, and to 
remove a little diyness of the thioat and tongue 
caused by ganja if smoked alone 

(^) Dhatma and opium is mixed by habitual 
excessive smokers, whose sense by excessive and 
frequent use of the stuff becomes weakened and 
who aie not satisfied by a little intoxication pio- 
duced by the use of ganja only Dhatura and 
opium adds tO the intoxication of ganja Hux- 
vomica and cantbaiides aie mixed by those classes 
whose sexual power is weakened, and by those who 
take delight m retention of powei of seminal dis- 
charge during coitus, oi suffenng fiom imbecility 
Bhang massala consists of dried rosebuds, nutmeg, 
aniseed, cocoanut, sugar, milk, pepper, almond, 
liquonce roots, cardamoms, and teeli oi rapeseed 
These things aie veiy common, and I think leqmie 
no description 

30j Dimlnng of bhang is piaetifeed in company 
as well as in solitude , smoking of ganja geneially 
’ isionally in solitude , and the 
in Eohtude and rafely m com- 
pany of fnends 
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Generally it is smoked by the male sex, but 
often by females also (prostitutes and female 
sadhus) They mostly take to it in adult life, and 
very rarely it is given to chidien, excepting in 
cases of sickness, such as soie-e\ es, when it is 
given to allay pain and excite appetite Bhang is 
used foi this purpose 

31 Not unless it is practised for some tune, t»r , 
a month or two, without inteiruption The longer 
the penod of mdulgence, the haidei it is to break 
off Yes , m all there is a tendency to develop 
mto the excessive from a moderate commencement 

32 During the festivals of Hoh and Maha 
Shivaiatn one or the other form of hemp drag is 
always used more by those who are in the habit 
of smoking oi dnnking, and m lessei quantity by 
those who use occasionally 

Hoh IS a Hindu hohday, durmg which people 
make use of obscene language, and do all that a 
man with ordinaiy sense will always be backward 
to do To drive out this feeling of modesty, people 
have leeouise to intoxication, and as all the pie- 
paiations of hemp are noted to possess this property 
the drug is used Likewise Maha Shivaiatn is 
supposed to be the day of Shiva, and as this god ex- 
cessively used this drag, so his followers, Smar- 
thas indulge in the same 

Also dming mainage ceiemomes and other great 
festivals and ceremonies this drag is used by those 
who delight m being m an mtoxicated state and 
eat moie food 

86 Indians to a gieat extent believe m the state 
of intoxication Alcoholic intoxication is supposed 
to be more haimful (peihaps on account of its- 
oidoui) than narcotics Therefore Sudras take liquor 
and bighei caste people (who aie not allowed by their 
religion to dnnk liquoi) take bhang But as 
liquor IS expensive in compaiison to bhang, and 
bhang (if well piepaied) moieexpensive than ganja,<, 
so lower caste people take ganja, which j is the 
least expensive, easily enjoyed, readily obtained) 
and made ready for use Sudras mostly- use 
alcohol, bhang and ganja High caste people 
generally use bhang, laiely ganja, and still more 
laiely liquor Latterly, on account of English 
education and society, some of the high caste gentle- 
men who with impumty could take bhang have 
substituted it by alcoholic dimks To prove this is 
rathei haid and nslcy Howevei, if it is essentially 
necessary, an inspection of accounts of English 
wine sliopkeepeis will prove without a shadow of 
doubt that the community whose forefathers could' 
use openly preparations of hemp now use liquor, 
which IS an open secret 

37 Effects of hemp drags — 

Bhang comes first If taken with its massala 
it IB less mjunous Often it acts beneficially in 
fatigue and sickness 

Char as comes 'Second (because high caste people 
are not allowed to smoke) m degree, and first among 
smoking classes It is less hannful than ganja, 
which comes last Charas is less xuolent m its 
action, seldom excites cough and' lung affections, 
wheieas ganja imariably produces bad effects 

39 Smoking "IS more harmful than drinking 
By smoking, the nervous system is first affected, 
then respiiatoiy In dnnking its effect is mode- 
rated Smoking makes a man violent, boisteious 
imtable, quarrelsome, andus apt to malre a man 
sooner msane than drinking of bhang, vhich makes 

2 z 2 
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a man calm, consideiate, less apt to misclieif, and 
lazy 

40 By native vaidyas It IS gn en on account o£ 
its naicotic effect in bioncliitis, astlima, dj spepsia, 
loss of appetite, vomiting, insomnia, and colic 
Evteinally foi fomenting painful parts 

In cattle diseases it is giien in colic, letention 
of mine, and when raminating poner is aveakencd 

41 (a) Yes, bhang partieulaiy 

(5) and (c) Yes 

(d) Moderate use does good in commencing 
impoteney 

42 Because it is nevt to impossible to stick to 
the moderate use, and as the same dose c\ eiy day 
does not answei, lequires the ding to be incieased 
(without which its effect is ntl) , and as incieased 
dose leads to a habit, and as the habit of any kind 
of intovication is undesirable, so I considci the 
moderate use of this drag moic harmful than 
haimless 

41 (a) It IB refiesliing It acts upon the 
vanouB oigans, such as lowei bonds, bladder, 
stomach, etc , and excites then function 

(i) Yes 

(c) Yes, a little, it depends upon the quan- 
tity used 

(d) It excites hungoi at first, but allays after- 
waids, and often causes craving 

(e) Yes 

(j) Fiom two to tluee hours, and often up to 
fi\e 

(ff) Heaviness about the head, aching of body, 
indigestion in novice, and general malaise 

(7i) Yes, its absence pioduces longing, and often 
uneasiness 

45 and 46 The habitual moderate use of bhang, 
ganja and ohaias at fust gives a gieat appetite, 
and any kind of food is eaten with relish and 
delight Thus the physical state of body im- 
proves, the peison gams weight and stands any 
kmd of exeiiion The muscles hecome moie develop- 
ed, and he finds general impiovcmcnt of the whole 
system This state of things lemain for about a 
yeai oi two Aftenvaids the peison finds that 
any laige dose has no effect, and he longs foi moie 
intoxication, to obtain which he has lecom-se at 
fiistto incieased doses, then addition of opium, 
dhafara, etc Eventually the system becomes so 
deadened to the effects of these drags, tint eier so 
much moderate dose pioduces no desiied effect, and 
gradually the whole system begins to suffer , at 
fiist the digestion is impaiied , next the lespira- 
toiy and neiwous tracts become affected Dysen- 
teiy, bionchitis, iheumatism, loss of memory, 
epistaxis, softening of brain, etc , set m, and the 
peison becomes so sick that he finds his life a 
burden, moie because no medicines which cme oi- 
dinanly such ailments do him any good 

These diugs in the begmmng excite unusually 
gieat sexual desiie, but aftei the lapse of some 
time, eithei on account of excessive sexual intei- 
comse or on account of paialysing effects of the 
drag, the undue sexual desue becomes a mattoi of 
anxirty on the part of the peison, who finds him- 
self much below the mark, and tnes to regain it by 
increasing the dose and adding opium, dhatuia, 
canthandes, etc , which for the time being gives 
some satisfaction, but ends in total impoteney 

I have seen in the lunatic asylums at Poona and 
Ahmedabad (Guzeiat) that about 75 per cent of 
the lunatics weie, before then coming into the 
asylum and befoie becoming a subject ht foi that 


place, ganja and charas smokeis, mostly the former 
Ganja is the thing which excites insanity, because 
it acts diiectly on the nomne contie, and a man 
who is otherwise sober becomes iintable and ex- 
citable by its intoxication Its effect is more acute 
and prompt in pci sons of weakened intellect and 
wlio abuse moral power than tliose who obsene ' 
moderation 

Bhang seldom acts as an exciting cause of in- 
sanity It does not act at the commencement on 
the brain, but it does on the digestii c organs first, 
and gradually the intoxcation traicls on to the 
hi am I have seen some good songsters and 
athletes who, without using citliei ganja oi bhang, 
could do nothing , but when once having enjoyed 
then favourite dial g, they find then intellect and 
muscles respcctiv clj shaipcncd and could do the 
best of perfoimance 

Usually a maityi of bhang, without it, has got 
hiB power of thinking or inclination of doing any 
othei thing, a zero , but with the doses of bhang 
his intellect inci eases This state of things remains 
foi such time ns the moderate use of the stuff could 
be home But when it reaches to the cxtieme, 
then cither the overdose of the drag or the total 
want of it drives the man out of his senses, and he 
thus becomes a lunatic Mlicn once in the asylum, 
the total abstinence fiom the drag, aided by the 
curative povvci of nature, exeiciscd by ngid le- 
straint, bnngs the man round But a lepetition of 
the same without much time or drug bnngs the 
man again to Ins former state, and thus the lunacv 
leturns 

From the above it could be perceived that ganja 
IS usually exciting and the bhang a picdisposing 
cause of insanity, accoiding tomyopomon The 
insanity produced by the effects of ganja ‘is gener- 
ally of a violent charactei and raiely a mild one 
Amongst most of the mnrdei ere about 90 per cent 
will be found to be ganja smokers 

The insanity of bhang is usually' of mild tyne 
and temporary Pei sons so affected have got some 
imaginary object in view, for example, some expects 
to find ticasure, some thinks ho is made of glass , 
some expects his fnend, &e, and is very' rarely of 
a violent character 

Insanity produced by both these drags is of a 
temporary' kind , but, if once cured, is apt to return 
if the same drag is indulged again 

PeiBons who generally use these drags to an 
excess aie mostly sadhus, jogis and bairagis 
They having abandoned the world, arc content 
amongst the society of their own They neither 
speak much or interfere with other people As 
this IS also a land of insanity', I consider the exces- 
sive use of the drag, though producing madness, 
its vaiiety vanes and the madness of the sadhus, 
jogis, etc , IS one of them 

47 Childien born of parents who are in the 
habit of excessiv'e use of any of these drags are 
mostly idiots and fools, often lunatics But I have 
seen many such persons who have got no issue at 
all 

49 Often the moderate use of these drags is 
practised as aphiodisiac, generally amongst prosti- 
tutes and whoiemongers Its effect is injurious, 
inasmuch as it tends to produce lazmess, and thus 
cause persons to get more money' by least trouble , 
consequently lobbery, etc, is incieased Also it 
tends to prevent piopagation on account of its pro- 
perty of checking the fiee formation of semen and 
drying up the blood from which the semen is 
formed It is always the case that the peisona ■ 
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tising tliese ilrags aie veiy thm, tlieu blood, as ifc 
weie, burnt up 

50 Please see my answer to questions 45, 46, 
and 49 

BG Effects of hemp m moderation IB modified by 
the admixture of tobacco and occasionally by betel- 
nut These admixtures pioduce a kmd of soothing 
effect in nenes and on the oigans of lespiration, 
which by the use of hemp alone are usually affected 
by a feeling of diyness in the thioat and causing 
irritability of the nei-ve centre Admixture of 
dhatura, opium and canthandes are added (by 
those who use personally) to mciease the state of 
intoxication, especially to prolong the time and 


frequency of sexual desue, and by some to allay 
then sickness, such as asthma, bionchitis, etc 
When it 16 given to otheis, itisforthepuiposeof 
lobbing 

57 I do not know if eharas is ever eaten , but 
ganja is occasionally taken instead of bhang when 
it IS not at hand 

In conclusion, all the preparations of hemp are 
injurious, taken in any form and in any quan- 
tity , and I am of opinion that the cultivation of 
this drug, if stopped (excepting for medicmal 
purposes), will prevent many people's ruin, crimes 
will be lessened, and the population of lunatic 
asylums will be very soon dimmished 


26 Svtdence of Ds,. B G SteinhofFj Medical Officer in cliaige, Ohantable Dis- 

j)ensaiy, Khamgaon 


1 Twenty-thiee years' medical piactiee among 
the people of this town and a knowledge of native 
habits and customs 

2 Bhang here is the leaves of only the female 
plant, the male plant is plucked out when young 
and thrown away Chains here is not collected, 
nor imported, nor sold m the bazar The flowenng 
tops when separated from the rest of the plant is 
the ganja The flower tops and leaves are cut off 
in one common stock and are arranged in flat 
sheaves about a foot-and-a-half m length and mne 
inches in breadth , and in this form leach the 
contractoi-'s shop wheio the flower tops are sepa- 
rated from the leaves, and each sold separately 
The stocks are used in the ganja shop for hghtmg 
fires These definitions may be accepted Oharas, 
ganja, bhang 

19 Charas is not used here Ganja is chiefly 
smoked, sometimes eaten like betel and drank 
like bhang 

28 Bhang is usually diunk and not smoked, 
but it IB sometimes smoked, (when the dearer 
ganja is not available to the poier classes) to a 
small extent 

28 (a) Habitual moderate consumers (Charas 
IS not used, not being available ) 

Ganja i chattack 2 annas 

Bhang 4 do .3 pies 

(6) Habitual excessive consumeis— < 

Ganja 2 chattacks . 8 annas 

Bhang 16 do .1 anna 

29 Charas is not m use 

(a) Ordmanly ganja is mixed with tobacco half 
and half and smoked by all classes addicted to its 
use (6) Exceptionally by few sadhus and faku-s, 
dhatura, opium, nux-vomiea and aconite are mixed 
in order to enhance mtoxication I have never 
heard of canthandes and betel-nut being used 
Without the tobacco no smoke will be produced 
Tobacco therefore ismdispensable mganja smoking 

Bhang is oidinanly mixed with black pepper 
and cold water and drunk for its mtoxicatmg 
effects It IS also mixed with bhang massala and 
taken as a cooling stimulatmg dunk lather than as 
an intoxicant But large draughts of this 
nuxtuie aie mtoxicatmg 

Bhang massala, consisting of kasm, kulpha, 
kus-kus, sof, manooka, badam, kakdi-ka by, dhanma, 
gnlab-ka kali, mulati, kah-muchi, wala, is sold m 


the bazar and used with the addition of bhang, 
kesai, kastun, jaifal, jaipatn, pishta, elachi and 
sugar and watei as a cooling dnnk in the hot 
weather by Marwans, chiefly of the well-to-do 
classes 

30 Charas is not used at all 
Ganja smokeis about 1 pei cent 
Bhang drinkers „ 2 ,, 

Mainly Hindus, Muhammadans scarcely who 
prefer opium and its preparations It is mamly 
confined to male adults Women and childien do 
not usually consume these drugs, but women occa- 
sionally sip the bhang sherbet described above 
when prepaied by the male members of then 
family, and these aie exclusively Maiwaris 

81 The habit is easily formed and not so diffi- 
cult to bleak off as that of opium and alcohol 
Theie is a tendency foi the moderate habit to 
develop mto the excessive 

32 At the festivals of the Holi, Sarawan, 
Devah, Akateez and Shivaiatn, it is customary 
among the Marwans to paiiake moie fieely of 
the bhang sheibet, but it is not essential It is 
generally temperate and is not likelv to lead to the 
formation of the habit nor prove injmious At 
marnage feasts and on the occasions of the buth 
of sons bhang sherbet is dispensed to guests by the 
Marwans as a class 

j 36 Alcohol IS not bemg substituted foi hemp 
drags, it IS deaiei, and besides the Hmdu, who is 
almost the exclusive consumer of hemp drags, has 
an aversion to alcohol, and a piefeience for hemp, 
which IB tolerated by his religion 

37 I have no expenence of charas , but as it is 
the active pnnciple of the hemp plant, it is more 
powerful than ganja and bhang The effects of 
ganja smoking are more immediate and less pio- 
longed than those of bhang dnnkmg, intoxi- 
cation IS the result of both 

39 They are all equally mjmious to the geneial 
health of the consumeis, and the habitual exces- 
sive use of any of them has a tendency to pioduce 
insanity The body becomes emaciated, 6tien|;th 
1 educed, appearance prematuiely aged The mind 
dull and inactive, a loss of energy and disinclina- 
tion foi usual duties 

40 Ganja is presenbed foi dysentery by both 
Hindu and Muhammadan native doctoi-s in com- 
bination with opium and jagii Ganja is some- 
times piescnbed for painful internal affections of 
cattle Bhang is often given to bullocks foi the 
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^ake of its supiiosed staying-power, before and 
after a long 3 onmey 

41 It is not beneficial undei the 1st, 2nd and 
4th headings As legaids the 3id, these drags are 
not used heie eithei as a febiifuge or preventive of 
diseasej 

42 The use of any of these drags is not haim- 
less, as witness the worn-out, listless appeal ance of 
consumeis, the wasted foim and want of suffioient 
eneigy to cany out the oidinaiy duties of life, and 
defective will powei 

44 In the moderate habitual consumei ganja 
and bhang aie lefieshing at first, then intovieat- 
ing to some extent No appetite is created 
The effect lasts foi about an houi or two The 
want of subsequent giatification does produce 
longing and uneasiness It does allay hunger 

46 Oharas is not used heie Gan 3 a and bhang 
do pioduce noxious effects on body, mind and 
morals The constitution gets soon broken down 
Digestion and appetite aie impaired Cbionic 
bionchitis IS caused by gan 3 a smoking I haie 
not seen djsenteiyoi asthma lesult from gaiya 
01 bhang To some extent the moral sense is 
impaued and lazy habits and immoiahty follow 
The intellect is deadened, but insanity is not 
pioduced usually The disposition of the consumei 
IS changed He is mitable and fretful, icadily 
gets into a passion, and Js quick to lesent an offence, 
unaginary or leal A tempoiaiy fit of acute mama 
may occur resulting from a smgle cxcessiie 
indulgence of the drug (ganja or bbang) as the 
exciting cause , but he quickly recoveis 

46 Physical mental and moral degeneration is 
mtensified, and insanity is a fiequent conse- 
quence The msanity takes the foim of acute 
mania with a homicidal tendency and teiimnatmg 
m peimanent dementia 


47 No, the habit is not hereditaiy, noi arc the 
children of the moderate consumeis affected in any 
way 

48 In this case also there appeals to be no 
heieditaiy habit, but the children aie weaklji in 
mmd and body 

49 Chains IS not used heie Gran 3 a and bhang 
aie sometimes used with this intention, but the"^ 
result IS disappointing It is not so used by 
piostitutes The use of these two drags when 
used foi then supposed apliiodisiac power is not 
moie in 3 mious 'than then use -is an ordinary 
narcotic The use of hemp does tend to produce 
impotence The sadhus, who are inveterate hemp 
consumers, are more oi less all impotent 

50 The cxcessne consumers of gan 3 a and bhang 
never think of usmg them as aphrodisiacs They 
very soon come to find that they aie impo- 
tent 

56 The admixture of tobacco and the condi- 
ments mentioned m paragraph 29 do not seem t-o 
modify the effects of hemp , but the admixture of 
such powerful drags as dhatuia, opium, nux- 
vomica and acoiute intensify the intoxieatiiig effect 
of hemp, and lender the nuxtureamost dangerous 
one to use, and mdecd fatal cases have occurred 
where this compound hid been ignorantly self- 
administeied under the impression of its bemg a 
powciful tonic and vnlabzci 

57 Oharas is not used here Ganja is drank 
mixed with black peppci and water in place of the 
leaves of the hemp, (bhang) by those who desire a 
more poweiful naicotio Such consumers are more 
liable to become insane than the excessive bhang 
di inkers 


26 Btidence of, Mk Dinker Naraten, Dish ict Supermfeyident of Vacoinatton, 

Buldma 


1 My information in connection with hemp 
drag IS based on the physical condition of such 
persons as have been in the habit of either drinking 
bhang oi smoking gan 3 a for the past tw’euty j ears, 
since which time I have knowm them 

2 There is only one vanet}- of ganja, namely flat, 
which IS used in the pi evince Flat gaii 3 a is prepared 
by being trodden under foot when it is tiesh 
Round gan 3 a is not prepared in the province, nor is 
charas known to the people, who theicfoie do not 
import them Hence no information regaiding the 
round gan 3 a and ehaias is given in any of the 
answers below The definition ‘ flat gan 3 a ' is , 
accepted m the pi evince, and the teim is locally 
known 

19 Gan 3 a is used generally for smokmg, and it 
IS used everywhere m the piovmfe It is some- j 
times used in eatables, eithei sweet oi salt, on festi- 
vities and on fasting days 

23 Bhang is never used in smoking 

28 The habitual model ate consumers require 
one tola of gan 3 a for smokmg every daj , and if 
they use bhang instead of gan 3 a, they lequire a 
quarter tola of it The habitual excessive con- 
sumers lequue three tolas of gan 3 a oi one tola of 
bhang foi smoking oi dnnkmg per day The cost , 
of the drag in the case of modeiate consumeis is 
half anna, and in the case of excessive consumeis it 
IS one-and-a-half, anna pei day The cost of the 
bhang is very tnfimg — a pie oi two the most. 


29 (<i) Tobacco is oidinanly mixed with gan 3 a 
foi smoking 

{b) Persons who have bettei means exceptionally 
mix cloves, saffi on, powdeied sandal, nutmeg In 
the case of bauagis and fakiis, who have given 
up the en 303 'mentB of the world, and who pass 
Me in solitude, dhatuia, opium, nux-vomica, 
canthandesoi betel-nut aie mixed vnth‘ the gan 3 a to 
increase intoxicationi Bad ehaiaeters use the abov e 
drags wnth gan 3 a oi bhang to cheat people, on 
whom the}' admimstei the pieparation 

Bhang massala is not sold as a speciahfy- in the 
iPiovincc It IB, how ov ei obtainable in shops Its 
iingredients aie peppci, amseed, dried lose buds, cu- 
cumber seeds, Irachani, almond seed^ cardamoms, 
saffl'on, nutmeg, sugar and milk These aie used 
by those w'hose means are bettei > In the ease of 
the poor only the peppei is used an bhang 

30 Thfe consumption of these drags is practised 
^partly m solitude and mostly in company, but” 
it IS very limited The drug is mainly used by, male 
sex, and in a few eases it is used b}- very ,low pros- 
titutes It IS, howevei, never usediby children 

81 The I habit of consuming the drag is easily 
foimed, and it is difficult to give it up There is a 
tendency in the case of a moderate habit to develop r 
into exeessiv e use 

32 In lowei classes young persons sometimes 
use it in food on mainage feasts with a view to 
make their relatives msehsible for a time In 
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pleasure parties o£ the Hoh holidays it is used by 
some In both these eases it is used socially On 
the Shiiai-atii fasting day, ivluch is obsened 
amongst the Hindus in honour of Shiva, one of the 
trinity gods, who is said to be i eiy fond of the 
drug, it is used religiously amongst many classes of 
Hindus Hoiieiei, the use of the drug is not ic- 
garded as essential, since it is stnctly piohibited by 
the Vedas (books on religion) The consumption 
of the drag on such occasions is very modoiate 
Such a rare use of the drag does not lead to the 
formation of a habit, iioi is it injunous, except that 
it bnngs on temporary insensibility 

36 That alcohol is now being substituted to a 
certain extent for the drag is lughly impiobable 

87 The effects of ganja and bhang arc diffeient 
Ganja smoking pioduces intoxication lerj soon It 
lasts foi a few liouis, and the eonsumei feels moic 
heat, while dnnking bhang bnngs on intoxication 
gradually, and it lasts foi houis togethei, and the 
consumer does not feel much heat 

89 Smoking ganja of any preparation is more 
in 3 unous than dnnking bhang or eating the same, 
because smoking acts directly on the lungs and 
partlj on the liver It bums ntaliti of brains, 
bnngs on asthma sooner or later, and shortens life 
Instances of insanity brought on by the consump- 
tion of the drag aie hardlj found 

40 I am not awaie that anj school of natne 
doctors has presenbed the drag on account of its 
m^icinal piopcrtics, but it is undoubtedly very 
useful in the treatment of cattle disea'es 

41 The moderate use of ganja or bliang is occa- 
Honally bcnericial in its effects 

(а) It IB acccssorj' and digestive 

(б) It gi\es stajing-poucr’under seveie exertion 

or exposure and alienates fatigue 

(e) It IS a picventuo of diseases in malanous 
trocts 

(d) It mitigates anxichcfe and cares, proiaded it 
IS consumed occasional!} 

42 On the whole it IB not beneficial, nor is the 
moderate use of it qmte liarmless Because for a 
time, when one liegins to consume it, it proves 
beneficial, but when be is used to it bo has no 
effect of it, and ultimately it brings on asthma, 
bronchitis, and loss of appetite, 

44 The immediate effect of the drug m moder- 
ate dose on the habitual consumer is tlrnt it keeps 
him in good humour It is refreshing It pio- 
duces some intoxication It allays hunger and 
creates appetite The effect lasts for tbiec boms 
When the consumer is fice of its influence, he feels 


depiessed and dull, be is unable to do any tvork 
Want of subseq^uent gratification produces un- 
easiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of the drug 
produces after some } ears noxious efiects, both 
physical and moral, but not mental It unpaiis 
the constitution of the consumer, injures the diges- 
tion, causes loss of appetite It causes ^dysen- 
tery, bionolutis 01 asthma It impairs moral 
sense, induces laziness and habits bf immorahty 
and debaucheiy when the eonsumei is in the prime 
of his life It deadens the intellect, hut does not 
produce insamty 

46 It does no good to habitual excessive 
consumers, but it shortens his life on the contrary 

47 The habitual moderate use of the drug is 
not heieditary, noi can it affect the children of the 
consumer 

4S In the case of excessive eonsumei of the 
drag tho maladies of the eonsumei aie said to come 
to lus childien 

49 The moderate use of tho drag is practised as 
an aphiodisiac It is also used by some prostitutes 
The use of tho drug for tins prapiose is moie 
injunouB than its use as an ordinary narcotic, 
because it has a senous effect upon the generative 
B} stem His passion is only satisfied by further 
recourse to strongei doses, and in a short time the 
person is subjected to consumption Its uBe in 
some instances tends to produce impotence 

50 Those who use the drag to excess easily fall 
victims even to common diseases 

56 Tho effects of the drag used (a) in modeia- 
lion, modified by the admuxime of other substances, 
produces moio intoxication than that used without 
admixtiue, and (6) when it is used to excess it 
makes the consumer quite senseless 

When dhatui-a, nux-vomica, oanthandes, opium, 
or betel-nut are mixed with the drag and uEed,they 
bring on insensibility to the peisons on wliom the 
drag 16 admimstcied People who live hv unfaii 
means use such drags to cheat other persons 

57 When ganja is eaten instead of smoked it 
produces moie heat and intoxication, which lasts 
longei. 

In conclusion, the use of the drugs is condemned 
by cveiy class of the people, and it is Stnctly pio- 
hibitcd by lehgion That they aie injunous and 
destractne of human life does not requue othei 
cvidoncc than the present great mortahty in the 
piovmce, in which the consumers of the drags are 
the fust to fall Yictims 


27. JSvtdenoe of M. Doobgiah Pillat, let Class Uospitul AsststaM, m iMiical 

charge, Akola Bisjjensary 


1 Prom information I gathered from smohers 
and dnnkers of both gauja and bhang, and fiom 
other reliable sources, and also from my own ex- 
penence as a medical man, I have framed my 
answers 

2 Yes, ebaras is vCiy little used, or I may say is 
very seldom used m this province, hut ganja and 
bluing are veiy commonly used They aio locally 
Hiown as ganja and bhang lespdctively, 

19 So fai as I know, ganja is used generally for 
smoking, but it is also used mixed with othei m- 
gredients for making lahum or majum for intoxi- 


cating and immoral purposes, and is prevalent more 
or less throughout Bcrai 

23 Yes, it is somewhat used as smoking, but 
generally it is drank prepared with bhang massala 
It IS used by mendicants, such aS fakiife, gosais, 
sadhus, baiiagiB, and also by pool classes of 'lowei 
immoial section of tile community to a great 
extent , but it is also used among respectable 
classes on cerfam days of tho year for sake of 
luxuiy 

28 («) About four oi five masas, costing 3 pies 
per diom i 



(i) About 20 masas, costing 1 anna and 3 pies 

29 (a) Ordinanly £oi smoking a little tobacco is 
added, and for eating it is piepared in the foim of 
sweets foi apluodisiac pui^ioses and luxuiy 

(6) Exceptionally it is mixed with opium, 
dhatura, nux-\omica, foi unusual intoxication 

Bhang IS oidinanly prepaied with sugar and 
milk for dnhking pui-poses, and it is also prepaied 
for drinking with bhang massala The object of 
these adnuxtuies is oidinanly for pleasuies, and 
exceptionally it is used to neiwe men foi some deed 
of violence, and sometime also for poisoning Yes, 

I know the mgiedients, and I give them below 

Bhang massala 

Bhang oi subji 
Kali mill 
Goolab-ki kali 
Kuia-kakdi-ka bin] 

Badam 

Dhama . 

Kaskas 
Ilaichi 
Mulatti . 

Kaisai t 

Sugai 
Milk 

30 In my opinion it is piactised equally m soli- 
tude and in company It is mainly confined to the 
male sex and to the penod of eaily manhood It 
is never used by lespectable women Cei-tainly, it 
IS not usual foi childien to consume any of these 
drugs 

31 Yes, the habit is easily formed It is some- 
what difficult when the habit is thoioughly fomed 
to give it up, but it IS not attended with any 
dangei Theie is a decided tendency foi the 
modeiate habit to develop into excessive 

32 So fai as I know, and fiom the infoimation 
I gatheied, theie aie no social oi leligious customs 
in connection with which the use of these drugs is 
consideied so essential 

36 Yes, to a eeitam extent it is attnbutable to 
a better financial state , when the smokeis become 
somewhat better off in pecuniary ciicumstances, 
then they give up smoking, and take to alcohol as 
a fashionable dnnk in subsfatution of ganja I am 
not able to offei any proof, but I speak fiom my 
personal knowledge 

87 The effect of charas diffeis, so fai as I know, 
fiom ganja that the fonnei immediately stupefies 
the smokei qmckei than the lattei, and the effects 
of drinking bhang aie more lastmg and injurious 
than smokmg ganja 

39 In my opinion and fiom the informations I 
gatheied the dunking oi eating of any form of plant 
IS more injurious than smoking, and my leasons 
are to the testimony of users of the dings whom I 
know 

40 Tp the best of my knowledge and belief, 
these drugs are raiely piescnbed by native doctois 
for cattle diseases 

41 (a) No, not peimanently 
(i) Yes, tempoianly 

(c) Yes, in some malarious districts to foreigners 
temporanly visibng such districts, but not to the 
permanent inhabitants 

(rf) Not that I am aware of 

42 No , I cannot consider even the modeiate 
use to be liarmless, because even the moderate use 
of the drugs for aphrodisiac puiposes, and also the 


modeiate ,,uBe of the dings has a decided tendency 
to develop into the excessive use 

44 {a) The immediate effect of the modeiate 
use of the drugs is simply to allay the pain, cramp- 
ing, and other accompaniments of the nervous reac- 
tion which follows the previous mdulgenee 

(J) Only so far as aboie 

(c) Yes 

(d) It does 

(e) Yes, false appetite 

(/) About two 01 three hours 

(^) The after-effects are prostration, -vertigo, etc 

{h) Yes, as above 

45 (a) Yes, it does to a certain extent 

(i) It does 

(c) Yes, to a certain extent 

(d) Yes, the excessive use 

(e) It does most decidedly 

(y ) It does In my opimon it is veiy excitmg, 
and it has been observed to be without predisposing 
cause of msamty It does pioduce insanity, but of 
a mild type, and is of a temporary natme Yes , 
it IS reinduceable after hbeiation ot lestraint by use 
of the same ding Barely Yes, those who 
I possess no history of ganja smoking confess to 
the use of it 

{g) Fiom information in my possession, I 
am of opinion that persons suffering fiom mental 
an-aety or biain disease, who obtain lehef in 
explaming then connections oi considering them- 
selves as lehef fiom insanity, under which they 
may have laboured, and persons deficient m selt- 
contiol do mdulge in the use of hemp as improv- 
ing measuie 

In my capacity as a medical man, I fell in 
seveial places wheie persons who after being 
cuied of tempoiaiy msamty have confessed of 
then having found lelief m then reverting to 
the use of hemp, but I am imable to quote any 
paiticulai case, as it is now a protracted period 
since I became acquainted with the foiegomg facts 

46 It does pioduce noxious effects, physical, 

menial and moral It does destroy constitution 
It does destroy digestion It does cause dysen- 
tery, bronchitis and asthma It paralyses moral 
sense, and induces to laziness, theft, cheating, and 
general debauchery ‘ 

47 and 48 I doubt very much as to its being 
heieditaiy 

49 Yes j veiy widely I cannot sa-y- whethei 
it is used by prostitutes Yes , the use foi this 
pui-pose IS more injimous than is used as an ordi- 
nary narcotic, because it stimulates unnatural 
passion, the mdulgenee of which produces the addi- 
tional dram of excessive semmal loss in addition 
to the nei-vous reaction followmg its use as an ordi- 
nary narcotic Yes, it tends to pioduce impo- 
tence 

50 The result as above, but coiiesponding 
woist 

56 The effect of hemp is modified accoi-ding 
to the substance mixed with it, for, e g , tobacco 
mixed with ganja would lessen the effect, whereas 
dhatura, nux-vomica, and opium mixed with ganja 
would natmally increase the effect, as personal 
consumption they take it for excessive intoxica- 
tion, but for administration to others to pioduce 
stupefaction for the pm-pose of lobbeiy, etc 

57 Ganja in the shape of majum with other 
ingredients is used for eating Chaias probably 

-IS not known in tins province 


Black pepper 
Bose bud 

, Cucumbei seed 
Almond 

. Conandei seeds 
Poppy seeds 
Caidamom 
. Liquonce 
, Saffron 
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In concluBionj I beg to lay betoie the Commis- 
sion the opmion of veiy eminent authc-is tian- 
scnbed sepaiately and hereto attached,* and imdei 
■which I have added my own opimon as to the 
in]m;y both to body and mind by the use of 
hemp 

■Piom the expenence which I had, and fiom the 
■* Not recDwed by tho Commission i 


infoimation I have gatheied, as well as diffeient 
anthoi-s whom I have closely lead, I may safely 
say that the use of the drug heiem discussed is 
certainly very harmful, eg, gan]a eventually 
makes a smokei stammei and impotent, and bhang, 
which IS consideied to be of a cooling pioperty, 
gives false appetite and eventually impaus diges- 
tion and exhausts constitution 


28 Eiidenee of M Poonamba.lam Moodeliae, First Class Sospital Assistant, 

Shegoon 


1 Dunng my long semce of twentj'-five yeais, 
I have had seveial oppoitunities of seeing cases 
poisoned by hemp, and fiom my long expenence, I 
give the infoimation asked foi 

2 The names giien by Di Piam to the hemp 

plant, iiz , ganja, chains and bhang, aie the same 
as we call them , 

19 Yes , gan 3 a is used foi smoking, and chaias 
is veiy laiely used It is mostly consumed, but its 
use by the people has diffeient effects and actions 
when it IS used diffeiently In this country it is 
used also in a very small piopoition as medicines, 
wholly among the lowei classes of people, and leiy 
rarely by the educated people those who have very 
little contact with the doctors, to apply as a paste 
by mixing it to headache, etc , in oidei to stupefj’- 
the painful surface 

2S Bhang is verj'- seldom used, if at all used, by 
lowei class of people foi dnnlang only 

28 (fl) A tola, cost half an anna, 

(J) Pour tolas, cost two annas 

29 They add only tobacco to inciease naicotie 
piopeities I am not auaie that any of the drugs 
sho-wn aie used foi smoking I hai e not heaid noi 
been told that bhang massala is sold in the bazai , 
but the consumeis piepaie by adding the following 
mgiedients, vie —sugar, conandei, black pepper, 
milk, eaidamom, aniseed, lose buds, and almonds 

30 That the consumption of these three drugs 
IS more excessively used in company than in soli- 
tude The habit is mainly confined to the male 
sex, and they give to the childieii in the foim of 
ma 3 um when they choose to give them 

31 The habit of these drugs is easily foimed 
It IS not difficult to bleak oft There is eveiy ten- 
dency foi the model ate habit to develop into the 
excessive 

32 There is no custom, either social oi lehgious, 
to consume these drags It is geneially excessive, 
and is likel 3 '^ to lead to formation of habit and in- 
3 mious 

36 Theie is no reason foi thinking that alcohol 
IS being substituted to a ceitain extent foi any of 
these drags 

37 The effect of charas smoking is stiongei 
than gan 3 a smolang, and that bhang diuikmg, al- 
though milder than the above, keeps its naicotic 
piopeities foi a longei time 

39 The smoking of bemp plant is not in any- 
way a less in 3 unous foim of consumption than 
drinking oi eating the srjne It produces dryness 
' of the mouth, tlmst, cough, and weakens the con- 
stitution 


40 It IS very scaicely used 

41 The moderate use of bhang, chaias and 
gan 3 a is in no way beneficial 

(a) Not at all 

(A) Yes, it gives staying-powei under severe 
exertion and to alleviate fatigue 

(c) Nevei prevents in] malanous unhealthy’ 
tracts 

(rf) No 

42 Even moderate use of these drags is in 3 m- 
lous, because it pioduces lazaness, weakens the 
constitution, and acts on the generative sj stem, 
and makes the man at last impotent 

44 It acts immediately when smoked as a sti- 
mulant and narcotic It is not refreshing and 
pioduces intoxication It does not allay hunger 
and create appetite The effect lasts about fom 
hours in smolang In dimking and eating, the 
action lasts for about twelv e hours It bungs on 
subsequent gratification and longing 

45 (<j) Even moderate use of these drags pio- 
duces noxious effects on mental, moral and physical 
powers 

(A) No 

(e) Yes 

(d) Pioduces bronchitis 

(e) It induces lazmess ^ 

46 It makes the man, when habituall}*' and ex- 
cessively smoked, very weak, deadens mtellect, pro- 
duces weakness, and shortens life 

47 No 

48 The habitual excessive use makes a man 
pool, who never attends work, and loses whatever 
he has , and lastly, he lobs in oidei to get the 
drugs, and leaves his family and childien to then 
fate 

49 Giadually increases impotence, and it is not 
much used by prostitutes The use is moie m 3 u- 
nous than ordinary narcotic It makes the man’ 
weak and dues the secietmg oigans, and thereby 
pioduces impotence 

50 By excessive use of these drags, makes the 
man altogether impotent and quite unlit for any 
woik 

In conclusion, as far as my long expeiince goes, 
I have to say that the use of these drugs is not at 
all beneficial on the human fiame It affects the 
physical, mental andmoial poweis, and prevents 
the development of the manhood When once the 
man is addicted to this vice he loses all the wealth 
and reputation, and lastly robs when he is penmless 
It makes a man veiy weak, and shortens life 
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29. Bvidence o/^ R N MudholkaBj L M S., JPrivate Medical Prachtioiier, 

Ainraott 


1 I li-id no special opportunities of obtaining 
infoimation legarding the hemp dni^s, except what 
infoimation I was able to collect since the receipt 
of these questions 

2 These defimtions maybe accepted for ovii pio- 
vmces The pioducts aie locally known as gan 3 a, 
bhang and cliaias 

19 Granja is generally nsed foi smoking, and is 
veiy laiely used as a diink by those who arc ex- 
cessively addicted to the drag Cliaias is always 
used for smolnng 

23 Bhang is neiei used for smoking It is 
alwa^ s used as a dnnk 

28 {a) Habitual moderate consumers can smoke 
01 dnnk about an ounce of gan]a oi bhang in a daj 
The cost of an ounce of gaiya is one anna, and that 
of bhang is one pice 

(i) Habitual exccBsiic consumeis can smoke oi 
dnnk about eight ounces of gan]a or bhang in a 
day 

29 Gan 3 a is ordinanly smoked with tobacco 
The nch and luxunous people mix 3 a 3 a-patn and 
powder of sandalwood with gan 3 a to gi\ e fragrance 
to the smoke 

The ingredients of bhang raassala aie — Pcjiper, 
amsecd, lose buds, cucumbei seeds, poppj kcH, 
almonds, milk and sugai 

30 Gan 3 a is smoked in solitude, but bhang is 
drunk in company generally No, it is not ’.con- 
fined to the male sex only Jinny Jluhamniadan 


prostitutes and other low caste women can be found 
smoking gan 3 a Childien nevei consume any of 
these dfiigs, although exceptions may be found of 
childien annlung bhang onlj' 

82 In Northern India, and espcciall\ m the 
Noith-'W’estcni Biovinces and among the Mar- 
wans, bhang is gcnorall}' dnink in the hot ucather 
and on the Jlaha Sluraiatia day Among the 
Hindus during the Hoh hohda} s, bhang is drunk 
if thcic IS an3 social gathciing 

36 I do not think so 

87 There is no culiiiation of gan 3 a in this pro- 
vince, and thorefoic chains is not knoivn and never 
used bj anybwlj Wliaicier gan 3 a oi bhang is 
consumed is brought from outside Hence I could 
not get anj information about this 

41 The immediate effect of gan 3 a smoking is 
drousincss and tendenej to sleep It is not re- 
freshing It IS, on the contrary, dcjnes«ing It 
does not produce intoxication in habitual consumer 
Soon after gan 3 n is smoked or bhang drunk there 
IS cnrnng for food The effect lasts for from two 
to SIX hours The after-effects me giddiness, head- 
ache, somclimes lomiting 

47 No, the habitual moderate use of the hemp 
drags does not produce a hereditary' habit, nor docs 
it affect the childien of the moderate consumer 

49 No, it isneici used ns an aplirodisiao It 
IS never so used by' pro“titutc« The use of liemp 
does not tend to piMiice imiiotcncc 


30 Evidence o/ G. V Kot, Brahmin^ Medical PiacMtoner, Amraoit 


1 As head of the Jledical Department in the 
State of Rutlam and also in connection mth my 
pnvate practice 

2 Yes By the same names of ganya, chains 
and bhang 

8 I hear the area of cultiiation is extremely 
limited by older of Government 

10 No They me of the same classes as othci 
agncultuial cultivators 

13 I heal the cultivation is lestncted from 
infoimation leceived I hear that the hemp plant 
can be and was cultivated in many parts of Bei-ars 

16 Yes 

17 I hem they can be and aie pieparcd by any 
classes who aie inteiested in then pioduetion 

18 Yes, they detenorate and lose then effect 
For nearly two years The causes of dctcnoiation 
in my opimon me exposuie to air and on account of 
the volatile natuie of the lesinous substance adhei- 
mg to it The measuies foi prevention of deteno- 
intion should be its packing in heimetically sealed 
tins as IB done foi bird’s-eye tobacco Such tins 
being opened at the time of using 

19 Yes , they aie used foi smolung only, except- 
ing for meicinal purposes InBeim chains is not 
obtainable 

20 Ganya is used geneially by the lowest classes 
of Hindus and Muhammadans, and the piopoition 
IS about 2 pel cent foi thie whole popnlafaon 
However, theie me persons in the best classes of 
Hmdus and Muhammadans who smoke ganya, and 
the propoition of such cases, I think, is about 1 m 
1,000 


21 Smokers make no diffeience in flat or round. 
They say' chur is less pon erful 

22 Chains, I hear, is not imported in Beinr 

23 I hear it is not used foi smoking 

24 The practice of eating or drinking bhang is 
more pievalent m the inhabitants of Guverat, 
Jlanvai, Jlenad, Central India, the Native States 
of Central India, and tho inhabitants of Northern 
India than it is in the othci remaining parts of 
India 

A pioportion of tho inhabitants of tho above- 
mentionetl parts, vvheiever settled, will be found 
eating oi dnnlang bhang It is used by the 
inhabitants of othci parts of India, but very' 
occasionally 

25 On the incieasc certainly, and this will be 
found fiom the statistics of sale fiom Government 


26 Gonyn smoking 

1 70 pel 100 
0 10 pel 100 
0 10 per 100 
% 0 10 pel loo 


Bliatig eating or drinking 

0 30 per cent 


10 

1 50 

02 


ii 


The above percentage refers to smokoii- and 
dnnkeis only and not to all tho inhabitants of a ' 
town or countiy 

27 The smokers me generaliy of the lowest 
glades of society and the respectable vv ho have been 
addicted to smoking aie generally through contact 
OI association with the low, oi occasionally the habit 
has been induced to allay pain oi infinmty Bhang 
eating oi dnnking is moie prcvalent in the lespect- 
able than ganya smolnng, and this custom has 
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lakcn root on account o£ its connection inth rcli- 
l^ious ideas The religious mendicants botli m 
Hindus and Muliammadans who pass idle lues and 
pel sons Imng on chanties aic generally addicted to 
this nee 

28 Ganja smohing Bhang eating 

(a) i a tola pei day i (n) i tola per day 
(i) Itolaperdaj 1 

The cost IB about a pice foi an habitual modeiatc 
consumei and about an anna to one and hal£ an 
anna £oi an habitual excessne consumei 

29 Oidinanly mixed aie betel leai es, caidamoms, 
and tobacco in smohing Dhatuia is mixed by the 
inveterate for making the stuff more naicotic when 
the smoking o£ ganja becomes ineffective b} habit 

In eating oi dunking bhang the ingicdicntsthat 
aie used in its piepaiations are dned rose buds, 
poppy seeds^ cucumber seeds, aniseed, sugar and 
black peppei 

These ingiedients for smoking oi diinlnng arc 
added in oidei to give good flavoui and taste 

Bhang massala consists o£ the above-mentioned 
thmgs 

30 Ganja smolang is practised in company bj 
the low when practicable and available By the 
respectable it is usually piactised in solitude 
Bhang is geneially drunk in company bj the re- 
spectable Ganja is smoked by a tew low- females 
Bhang is used by some low females, icspectable 
females do not use eithei Bhang is occasionallj 
drunk by childien 

31 Moie easily than other narcotics, and the 
habit 16 not moie difficult to be broken off than 
othei narcotics Theie is no tendency 

32 The eating oi dirnlnng of bhang is obtained 
111 the respectable inhabitants ot parts of India 
mentioned in 24 as an occasional indulgence on 
fasting occasions and on holidays It is tempeiate, 
and does not lead to the habit, and is not injurious 
to the constitution so far as its temporary effects 
ai e concerned In the same way gauja smolang is 
i-esoited to by the low, but to a much less extent 
than bhang dimlang is in the lespectable 

S3 Ganja smolang is looked down upon 
Bhang eating oi dnnking, though consideied a bad 
habit, IS tolerated and is not objected to Socially 
the objection is raised on account of then narcotic 
properties , religiously there is no objection 
Ganja smolang is in disrepute on account of the 
smell of the smoke Othei-wase whj ganja smok- 
ing should be moie looked down upon than bhang 
eating or diinlnng I do not undeistand, as the 
effects of both on the bram arc nearly identical 

34 Yes, to the habitual consumei In the same 
way as the privations of other narcotics would be to 
then respective consumei s 

36 It will cause much discontent m the con- 
Eumeis Those that use this drug only which is 
allowed to them by their religion will not take of 
any other drag 

36 I do not suppose alcohol is bemg substituted 
for this drug 

87 Only in degree than kmd, chains bemg 
stronger than ganja 

SS Chur IS less potent than ganja 

39. I think smoking of ganja is more mjuiaous 
i o the constitution and mental faculhes than eat- 
ing or dnnking of bhang The reasons are the 
effects observed of both forms, also the resms cimd- 
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ing from narcotic trees are generally rtronctr than 
other parts of them 

40 Its preparations are used in hja-fena mania, 
insomnia, and utenne affection'- bj the ■'chool of 
native doctors 

Bhang is used in cittlc disc3'c« 

41 (a), (3) and (c) Yes 

Kcarly 50 per cent of the habitual moderate 
smokers of gauja use it for pui'po'cs mentioned in 
(o) and (3), nearlj 10 per cent for iiurjvises men- 
tioned in (c), and nearlj 10 jer cent of the occa- 
sional moderate smokers u'c it as a febrifuge I . 
have been informed ot cases in which attacks of in- 
teimittent fev ers (ague) hav e disapjieared by a single 
process ot smoking ganja — cases 1 mean of jungle 
levers, m which the administration of even largo 
doses of qiuinnc have tailed to ward off the attacks 
01 in districts in which quinine is not obtainable 

42 I think it 16 beneficial in cases mentioned in 
41 

It IS beneficial in cases 41 (a) and (3), in that 
poor people get an cxtiemclj* mcxixmsive aiiitlo 
ns a digestiv c and ns a stimulant, and also in 41 (e) 
m cases ot malaiions fevers 

48 Yes, more inoffensive than spirit dnnkers 

44 It IS stmiulant, oi sedative, or icfroshing, 
according as the habitual consumei icsumes work 
01 lelurns fiom it It pioduces no nitoxic itioii m 
the habitual modeiate usei It does create appe- 
tite The effect lasts foi ncaily a conplc of hours 
It piodnces longing and uneasiness at tlic pre- 
sciibed period m tlio habitual moderate consumer 

45 (o) Yes , its habitual use produces deteno- 
i-ation of physical flame, jicrvcision of menial facul- 
ties, and mduces low moral pimciplcs 

(3) The constitution is weakened and debili- 
tated 

(e) No On the contrary, the apjictilc is en- 
couraged and digestion icndeicd easy 

((7) The smoking produces cough and asthma m 
some cases 

(e) In the habitual excessive users and cxception- 
allj in the habitual moderate users 

(/ ) In some cases of habitual moderate users the 
foi m of insanity known as dementia manifests itself, 
and generally it is of a chrome kind and it is also 
primary As fai as I have seen, there arc no 
typical symptoms These resemble symptons in 
dementia induced through any other causes 

(y) I do not know of cases of msanily produced 
by using the drug for allaying mental anxiety oi 
pain m hi am diseases I cannot say so I have 
seen and known of such cases, but they were not 
under my treatment, and so I am unable to give a 
detailed history 

47 It IS not It does not affect the children m 
any way 

49 By the occasional moderate u'ers, it is used 
bj?" the low prostitutes It produces weakness ot 
vinle powere in habitual moderate consumers 

51 No, only a small proportion 

58 Y’es, in solitary instances I Iniow of one 
case in Mhow where a person Jailed and wounded 
several persons by ninmng amuck by mduigence in 
excess by this drag 

54 Generally where revenge is the object 

55 Yes Complete stupefaction is induced in 
jierEons who are not hahitnated to it after the pre- 
limmaiy stage of exatement 

3jl2 



56 Tlie habitual emoheis o£ gania in Bomc cases 
add dhatuia and aconite to it^iu oidei to intensify 
the effects 


58, 70 I am unable to give any mformation le- 
lating to this chaplei, as I am not acquainted mth 
admimstiation, taxation, and contiol of hemp 


3] Bvideitce of Khan Bahadhh Nawab MHHAaijrAD Salamhlla Khan, 
Jagiidai, Beulghal, Buldana Bistncf. 


1 My infoimation is based on local inquiries 
-made bj mo from the poisons eonccincd inth 

hemp drags and on what little I haicsoenof 
hemp consumcis 

2 The hemp IS not cultiiatcd at picscnt in this 
distnct Its cultii ahon is almost ceased since the 
qnoliibition made by the Government £oi its culli- 
\ation without a liconso, and I am told that when 
it nas cultnatcd in this distiict eicii tlien its eulti- 
lation nas veiy limited and onlj gatija and bhang 
i\eie the pioduets of the cultiTOtion Chains u ns 
not being obtained fiom the plant 

3 Hemp is not gioini hcie at present, but I 
am told that it is gionm in the Khamgaon taluk 
about the nllagc Sulala, and hcmji gronm theie is 
almost sufficient for the wants of the pionnce 

5 It could bo groivn in anj nch soil in this 
distiict, piondcd it is ■nateicd freclj 

6 It IS dense 

8 Since the intioductioii of the hconse b> stem, 
theic has been gicat dccicase in the aiea under the 
cultnation of hemp, and the icasons of this decrease 
aie as follows — 

The cultiiatois think it tioublo'omo to 
obtain a license 

Siul — The cultivation of hemp is not alwajs 
successful, and if the male plant called 
bhaiigi-a is not picked by experts, the whole 
eultii ation rums and the cultuatoi nsks 
the tax of the license 

3id — Theie is not much demand for g'lnja, as 
the cultuatoi cannot sell it by retail, and 
he IS to sell it to licensed conti-actors, uho 
Imow very uell that no one besides them 
would puichase it and theiefoie buy it at 
a fallen puce 

10 The poisons who cultnatcd hemp foi its 
naicotic properties weie not of special cla^c, but 
oidinaij cultnatois, but only tlio^e w ho had nch 
soil and good supply of watoi used to cultivate it 

13 Tide answei to question 1 

16 Yes, bhang is geneially piepaied by the 
people in then houses Horn the ganya leaves, and it 
can be piepaied fiom hemp plant leaves whereier 
giown, but the quality differs accoiding to the 
guahty of the ganya 

I have not met a man who has seen chains pic- 
paied in this distiict 

17 By no partieulai class of people 

19 Ganya is used foi smoking, chains is haidly 
used by the yieople of this distnct, and it is not 
obtainable heie Ganya leaves aie also used foi 
malnng bhang Some people on some ceiemonial 
occasions mix a few ganya leaves with cm ly pow- 
dei and cook the cuiiy and also mix leaies with 
giam flom and make Ikajias The eating of this 
cmiy and hhajtas almost tmns the eateis half mad, 
and it IS supposed to be a fun, but this land of 
usage IB amongst veiy low class people of Hindu 
and Muhammadans and sometimes it has pioduced 
veiy^ bad effects 

20 Theie is not a paiticulai class of yxiople who 


smoke ganya Muhammadans, Hindus, low awto 
Jlahais, etc, , have been found in the habit of smok- 
ing ganya all o\er the pi ounce , but if there should 
1)0 callcid the special class, I should call the 
hluhammadan fakiis and Hindu go'-ais and bai- 
lagis as a class who smoke ganya 

22 Chains is not used ind obtainable iii this dis- 
trict 

23 1 do not undci stand this question lYliat 
IS called bhang hero is piepaied tins wa\ the 
leaies of ganya yilant aie wa‘-hcd and boi loci in the 
w itcr and altciwaids according to the means and 
l.irtc of the iiidiilgci aio mixed wnlh sugar, popper, 
etc , and taken The prcpatatioii is called bhang, 
md it cannot he used for smolang 

21- There IS no particular c1a=s ns I ha\o said 
hcfoic, hut the piojxirlion of jieoplc who cat and 
dinik bhang IS iciy hnnted all ovci the proniice 

25 I liclici c the u'-o of ganya, chaius and hhaiig 
IS on decrease All the yieoplc who arc dedicated to 
its use arc found to lie old jwitons, and Iha\c hard- 
ly noticed any y oung man dedicated to the habit, 
and it IS not tlio case that jwoplc of cldeily age 
take to these habits, and I lia\o also ascertained 
fiom contnetors that nou’ tlic consumphon is 
much less than it was hcforc 

31 Yes, it IS easily formctl and it is ditliculfc to 
break, and thcio is a tendency in the case of any 
of llicsc drags for tlic model ate Inbit to develop 
into c\ce=siyc I am told the h ibit of consuming 
ganya is taken by smoking it with fiiends 

32 Tlicio is no social or religious custom 
amongst hluhammndaiis of conraming ganya, blnng 
01 chains The U‘S3 of all thc‘-e drags is strictly 
foibiddcn by the iMuliammadan religions codes, 
md the poisons dedicated to thcn=eof any of these 
drags aio looked down upon ei cii by 1 ho lou est 
society of the hluliammadans ^luhammadan 
fakiis of low clots iwc ganya and bhang oyxmly- and 
publicly , but they arc acy seiciely leprimandcd by 
the mmistcis of religion 

33 This question has been answei od m the nbo\ e 

31 It will boa seuous pi nation for the class 
of the consumcis, as it as alwavs haul upon one 
to be depmed of any' naicotic habits, hut I have 
no idea of the number of each class I have al- 
leady said hofoio that the mmihci is \ery' limited 

35 Yes , it would bo quite feasible to prohibit 
the use of all these drags, and it would not bo illicit- 
ly consumed , if the cuitiy ation of liemp is piolubit- 
cd all or er India and its impoit IS also prohibited 
and Imeping of it in the house is made pimisbable, 
its illicit use would he impossible Tlioro is no 
doubt that this piohibilion would occasion a senous 
discontent among the consumois, and such discon- 
tent would foim a discontented class of yieoyile who 
would be a dangeioiis class of people at the time of 
any political outbieak No doubt the pi ohibition 
would lead the consumers to take to some othei 
dmg accoidmg to cacli rndnaduaks fancy and con- 
aemence 

36 I do not think alcohol is substituted foi 
these drags Taluug to alcohol is a different qnes- 
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tion and 1ms nollung to do -with the substitution 
for these drugs j 

41 It IS supposed by the consumeis o£ gan 3 a 
-and bhang tint the use o£ both these drugs assists 
digestion and is beneficial to the health, but I have 
no belie£ in it and I think the use o£ them is in 3 U' 
nous in every -way It gives immediate lelief in 
some cases o£ disease, but the effect does not last 
long and results in in 3 ury It is said that it is 
good foi asthma, but I have seen many gan 3 a-smO' 
keis seieiel}’- attacked by asthma 

42 Even the modeiate use o£ hemp drags is not 


harmless Gan 3 a consumei tarns a silly fellow i£ 
not a lialf-cmcked 

4)8 It depends upon a man’s temperament 

44 I have no idea, but the effect o£ gan 3 a is said 
to be immediate on the consumei and it lasts for a 
few houis only 

45 Yes The use of these drags even in modera- 
tion affects the moial ohaiactei and brain of the 
consumei and lesnlts in immoiahty The man loses 
all the contiol on Imnself when undei its influence, 
and the lesult can be imagined A man who takes 
to excess tmns almost half-ciacked 


32 Evidence of Q. S, Khaieb.de, Srahmin. JPleader, A.mraoh. 


1 I am an inhabitant of these paits, have u oik- 
ed as an Extia Assistant Comnussionei and Magis- 
tiate foi some time in this piovinee, and have 
eonveiscd with ofliceis on matters connected with 
hemp draws I have also spoken to gan 3 a eon- 
■ti’actois and othei peisons' likely to have infoim- 
ation 

2 These defimtions may be accepted mth this 
limitation that in tlus pibvince gan 3 a is usuall}’- 
manufaotuicd not by treading, but bj^ piling the 
twigs one on the othei and then piessmg them 
mth a heavy stone oi othei substance Round 
ganja is not much Lnomi, and chains is vciy sel- 
dom 01 neiei sold The patti oi loaves are Imown 
as bhang, and the piepaied flouci-tops as ganja 

8 It is said to grow spontaneously in some paits 
of Melghat ui Ellichpiu distnct 

4 Theic aie no diffeicut names It is known 
as bhang plant 

5 It lequiics a damp climate, good sod, and 
plenty of leaf manuie 

7 Tiiere is lietwecn 1 1 gunthas to 2 acies of 
land in Moisi taluk in the Amiaoti distnct, in 
winch hemp is cultnated Some is also giown at 
Saloda in Amraoti taluk It is cultuated foi the 
yioduction of bhang and gan 3 a only No chains 
can be pioduced fiom the gaiya plants in Beiai, 
because tliej aio said to be of infenoi quality 
The piopei plant yielding chains is Baluchai and 
glows in Uppei India Nothing is made and can 
be made of the flbie and seeds oi the ganja plant 
giown hoie 

8 Dceieasing, because it admits of being easily 
impoited fiom the neighbouiing pionnces, and 
also because a special assessment of Es 10 an acie 
IS demanded, -nlueh is consideied piohibifave 

9 Is soivn at Sliiag oi sometime about the 5th 
of June, along mth 3 awan Each plant is put at 
a eonsidei able distance fiom the othei Male plant 
IS caiefully eliminated 

10 No special class The cultivation of bhang 
lequires skill, and whoevei possesses it cultivates 
the plant 

11 Nevei, so fai as can be ascertained 

13 Theie aie no lestnctions except that of the 
assessment of Rs 10 an acie, and that the culti- 
vate! canfaot sell it to anj body except to the ganja 
contiactoi It is not lestncted to any distnct 

14 Yes Bhang and , ganja They aie gene- 
i-ally piepaied by the consumeis People addicted 
to the use of bhang piepaie it in then houses 
The same is the case mth ganja, except that some- 
times the ganja contiactoi piepaies it foi his 
<nistomeiB 

15 Bhang — 

Take the leaves, put them m a copper pt and 


boil them well to inciease then intoxicating pwer 
Then thiou away the watei, and thoioughly dry 
the leaves Of these take a few, jiound them well 
and mix mth them peppei, kasm, dned lose buds, 
ciicumbei seeds, almonds, and sonf Pound this 
mixture again and stiain it Thiow away the de- 
psit, and take the stiained watery substance, and 
add to it milk and sugai, and then it is leady foi 
being dninlc This is about cultivated bhang I 
know nothing about mid bliang 

Ganja — 

Take u ell-dned flowei tops, and steep them in 
watei foi about half an houi and then rab them 
on the palm of the hand until they become sticky 
Then mix tobacco mth them and they aie leady 
to be smoked 

Bhang mixed mth sweetmeat is eaten and is 
called majun At one time it was much prepaied 
at Balajioie in Akola distnct and was known as 
gulal cltaladt oi devalal 

Ganja is nevei eaten and bhang nevei smoked 

16 {«) and [b) Yes 

(c) No, piobably not, as m the mid state male 
plant would not be eliminated 

17 Asa rale, consumei s pi epai e ganja and bhang 
in then houses Tlie Muliammadan sweetmeat 
selleis piepaie majum and sell it 

IS I know nothing about the chains, but bhang 
and ganja spoil bj^ keeping long, and lose their 
effect Bhang and ganja, if jnojieily looked after, 
mil keep well foi about two yeais Damp rams 
ganja Piotect it fiom damp 

19 Ganja is always smoked I know nothmg 
about chaias 

20 Palms, gosains, iidasis, religious mendicants 
gcneialty, and people u oiking in the damp mostly 
smoke ganja Neaily lunely pei cent of them 
smoke it 

Chaias is heie unknown 

23 Bhang is nevei smoked 

24 Manrans, some Uppei India men, fakiis, 
udasiB, and gosains diink bhang 

They generally diink it in the evemng outside 
the town in some garden oi othei place wheie 
watei IB fiesh and abundant They dunk it after 
all the day’s woik is ovei 

25 It IS on the deeiease, paitly because liquor 
IS moie easily piocuiabie, and costs Jess trouble, 
and paitly because the lates of bhang are gomg- 
up No bhang diinker will, howevei, as a rale, 
take to dunk 

27 These aie all geneially good and law-abiding 
pople Some of them aie lespeotable, Woikmg 
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in damp, expostue, foiced abstinence, lead to tlie 
use o£ the dmg 

2S Two chataks 

29 Ingredients mentioned in my answei to 
question 15 above 

Dliatnia is not Icnown to be mixed heie, except 
in veiy laie cases Equally larely is also baclmag 
mixed Tlie object is to increase intoxication 

Yes It 'is sold in Bombay and other laige 
cities For its ingredients 01 answer No 15 

SO It IS a social vice and is geneially mdnlged 
in company It is confined to males Children 
never consume it in these paits 

31 (o), (i) and (c) Yes 

33 It IS regarded mth aioreion Children and 
women aie protected £iom it It is socially con- 
demned, though there is no leligious objection 
The disiepnte is due to its inducing insensibility 
and IS supposed to lead to impolency No , none 
that I have evei heaid o£ 

34 Yes, to ManvaiaSj mendicants and others 
mentioned in my answei to question No 20, 
because once one gets addicted to the use o£ it, he 
cannot take to anothei mtoxicant, and sullei's both 
in body and mind 


Bouglily they maj come to about one oi two 
pel cent o£ the entiie population, but this is a guess 
only ■" 

35 (rt) No 

(b) Yes 

(c) It can neiei be en£oiced 

(d) Yes 

(e) Theie would be no political dangei 

WNo 

36 Yes, good opium and good liquoi aic dnving 
it out o£ market 

58 I am acquainted with the present sj stem of 
excise administiation in my piovince, and considei 
it to bo woilnng well 

60 I think it sufficiently well conti oiled Theie 
aic niles on the subject 

68 There are shops licensed foi the sale o£ tlie=o 
dings and their pieparations, but they aie verj 
lately or nci Cl consumed on the preimses They 
do not diffei from othei ordinaiy shops 

69 The wishes of the people aic not fonnallj 
consulted oi consideied, but a good Distnct Officci 
knows gcnci-ally wlieic to pul and wheie not to put 
these shops If a particular shop is objected to, it 
IS generally remoied Yes, public opinion ought 
to be consulted 


33 Evidence of YxsinvAKT Vaman Digm, Eleadei^ Easim 


1 Fiom information denied from ganja sniok- 
eis, tiadeiB and licensed selleis, and Bciai Excise 
Beports 

2 Yes "With the exception of chains and 
round ganja, w’hioli aie not known locallj , the 
otheis Tie The following aie the additional names 
by which the pioducts of the hemp plant arc 
Irnowm, vtz , bhangia oi bhagai (male plant), buti 
01 kalhi (female plant) 

8 Glows spontaneously evei'j wheie, but not 
abundantly 

4 The wild plant diffeis in appearance and 
quality fiom the cultnated It is not used as a 
narcotic 

5 None 

6 Scatteied 

7. (fl) Yes 

(5) No 

(c) Yes 

id) No 

See Appendix D to the Excise Keport foi 1880- 
81 Cultivation limited to 29 nllages at an en- 
hanced assessment of Bs 10 an acic, and aiea 
under cultivation is on the average, duimg the 
last nine yeais, 64 acies and 18^ guntas Foi the 
last official yeai (1892-93) the aiea was 85 acres 
and 39 guntas in Moisi, Akot, Khamgaon, Jal- 
goan and Malkapui taluks 

8 No accuiate data to go upon, hut before 1884 
any quantity of land could be sowm on payment of 
a tee of Bs 8, but since that year the imposition of 
Bs lOonanacie giown must, in all piobability 
have pioduced a deciease Only 125 acres and 39 
guntas aie shown as the area under the hemp 
plant pnoi to 1884, when the average foi seven 
years is stiuck 

9 The method does not differ from that followed 
in the cultivation of the staple pioducts of Bdiai 
(cotton and jowai) When the plants attain a 
height of a foot the male plants, called bhangia 


or bbngai, aic weeded out m oidci to prevent the 
formation of seed ui the female plant It is sown 
in the month of Julj in well-manured giound 
Tlie plant glows fiom 3 to 7 feet high 

In Boiai the Icaics and broken pieces of ganja 
of the plant aie collected and sold as bhang, and 
these are macerated in water to piepaie the bevei- 
age that is drunk as such 

10, II and 12 No 

IS Tlie only lestiiction is the pajunent of an 
enhanced assessment of Bs 10 an acre Culti- 
vation IS confineil at present to only tlireo dis- 
tnets nc , (1) Alvola, (2) Amiaoti, and (3) Bul- 
daua 

No special conditions aie necessary Bnt the 
soil called pandhn in Bcini is more faiourable than 
any other 

TJie latter requires good manurmg Cultiiation 
impossible on marshj and roeliy land A good 
lainfall is required, othenvisc aitilicial irrigation has 
to be lesorted to It is also sown in well-manuied 
black soil 

14 (oYe 

(6) No 

(c) Yes 

The piepaiation is made by the cultivators of 
the plant m those distnets m which it is culti- 
vated The piocess is as follows — 

After reaping, the small shoots of the plant aie 
cut off and left to drj foi two or tlireo weeks in the 
field and aie then trampled upon until the laigei 
leaves aie eliminated, leaving the llowermg top and 
small leaves These arc then sold to peisons hold- 
ing licenses oi to traders holding special passes, 
eithei by weighment oi pulhes 

15 The wold plant is only used as incense m 
houses to dme awaj evil spirits and the effects ic- 
Bulting fiom an ewl eye, from which specially 
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cliildien aie said lo suffei The methods of pie- 
paration of the cultivated plant For smok- 

ing the flowenng tops are rubbed mth watei and 
well washed with watei until they aie clean, when 
they me leady to be put into the chillum, it is 
mixed with a little (half to quarter the weight) 
tobacco and smoked (F) The methods foi eating 
ale thus piepaied — 

(1) k. piepaiation called chuUt Take one tola 
of well-washed ganja and half fiy it in melted 
butter, then set it to cool Then pound it with 
q^uaitei of a tola of black peppei and sompA (am- 
seed) Then add double the weight of lefined 
sugar, and eat morning and evemng The nchei 
people fla\ oui the whole with the addition of fiom 
1 to 4 tolas of sliced almonds, a small quantity of 
saffioii and caidamoms The poorest people use 
■ganja mixed up with jagn 

(2) Maiwn Boil ganja in an nntinned coppei 
utensil, then, aftci stiaming off the watei, again 
boil it ovei a slow iiie with half its weight of melt- 
ed buttci in foul times the quantity of watei foi 
about 7 01 8 hours, strain thiough a coai’se cloth 
nnd let it stand to cool the whole lught Then 
skim and add syrup according to taste The fol- 
lowing aie also added to gne flavour and increase 
the naicotic strength, pic , nutmeg, selap and sated 
nusn, almonds, pepper, askandh, elores, pimpli(P4/'er 
longnm), mace, and saffron Sometimes a little 
opium is added The dose is thiee-quarteis of a 
tola at a time 

(C) Piepaiations foi dnnking Take the leaies 
of the hemp plant and maeemte m cold water with 
pepper , then after straining the decoction is ponied 
10 01 15 times from one vessel to another from a 
height and then drank But the well-to-do people 
follow a more elaborated process The leaves are 
first boiled and then put into cold water after being 
well pounded Strain the decoction and dnnk it 
after adding the following— -milk, sugar accoiding 
to taste, and the pounded and macerated condiments 
as follows poppy seeds, pepper, aniseed, cucumbei 
seed and rose leaves , aftei all put in sliced almonds 

N B — The decoction of the leaves is several times 
poured from a height fiom one vessel to another, 
in order, it is supposra, to obtain the full effect of 
the narcotic pnnciple contained in it 

16 Only piepaied in houses The wild plant 
does not yield either ganja oi charas 

17 Made by all classes foi home consumption 
The piepaiation of the pioduct called ma]um is 
usually sold by licensed selleis, but seldom made 
at home, as it involves trouble 

18 Yes Gan-ja loses its effects in two years 
01 thereabouts For about two years with care it 
Ireeps good Ordinary process of decay produces 
detenoiation, winch cannot be wholly pi evented, 
but letaided by keeping gan 3 a in a cool and diy 
place The above lemaiks apply to bhang 

19 Ganja is used for smolang and eating, 
cliaras foi smoking only in other parts of India 
Besides the uses described in answer to the 15th 
question, ganja is medicinally used by native 
physicians all ovei the pionnce 

20 All leligious mendicants, such as fakiis, 
gosains, baiiagis , also Mulrammadans, bhois, day- 
labourers, cooks and aitisans are mostly given to 
gan 3 a smolang, and is not limited to any locality 
in particular Charas is not used at all in this 
province 

21 Flat and lound gan 3 a aie piefeiied foi 
smoking Different kinds are used in different 
places, as it is available In Beiar flat gan 3 a is 


used Bound gan 3 a is better than flat gan 3 a and 
18 used in Bengal and Nbrth-'Westeni Provinces 

22 Native charas is chiefly used in other parts 
of India 

23 No, it IS not used foi smokmig at all 

24 {a) Bhang is occasionally used for eating 
It IS used moie for diinkmg and by almost ^1 
classes of people in India and in hot parts of the 
country, specially by paideshis, Marwans and 
Biahmins and other persons in Northern India 
Generally it is diunkin hot weather In Northern 
India the proportion will be 60 per cent , and in 
other parts 5 to 15 pei cent 

Not lestncted to any locality 

25 Judging from the pubhshed letuins of 
retail sales, the use of gan 3 a (ohaias not being 
used) seems to have slightly increased , the leason, 
apparently, being that it is a cheap intoxicant 

26 (a) About 90 per cent 

(b) About 10 

(c) Five per cent 

(A) About one pei cent 

27 Almost all classes, but pnncipally those 
enumerated in answer No 20 Privation, hard 
woik, celibacy and asceticism lead to the habitual 
piactice 

28 (o) Gan 3 a Fiom one to two tolas, cost 2 
to 12 pies 

(i) Fiom 6 to 12 tolas As legaids cost, 
1 to 8 annas 

With legal d to bhang 

(a) From 2 to 4 tolas, (i) from 8 to 12 tolas 

The aveiage cost jiei tola of ganja is fiom 2 to 
6 pies 

Bhang is sold at 6 to 10 tolas pei quarter anna, 
Marwai bhang is sold at 2 tolas for 3 pies 
(fl) Bhang cost pei diem 1 to 8 pies 
(i) Bhang cost pei diem 3 to 12 pies 

29 Gan 3 a is mixed oidinanly with tobacco, and 
exceptionally with opium, nutmeg and sandalwood 
the two first to inciease the naicotic action and 
the last foi flavouring Dhatura is seldom used, 
and IS confined to lehgious mendicants The 
mixtures with bhang and gan 3 a when eaten aie 
given in reply No 15 Bhang massala is unknown 
in this piovmce 

30 With the exception of charas, the drugs are 
coriBnmed mostly in company, laiely in solitude ' 
Except the piepaiations for eating as desenbed 
elsewhere (reply No 15), gan 3 a is confined chiefly 
to the male sex A few prostitutes take gan 3 a 
The piactice is not confined to any time of life ; 
but with regard to bhang, women and children in 
Upper India partake of it generally, but very rarely 
in this province, where the males are the pnncipal 
consumeis Gan 3 a is generally consumed from 
the time of youth 

31 The habit is easily formed when m company 
with habitual consumeis of gan 3 a and bhang 
It IB difficult to bleak off There is a tendency 
to excess 

32 As regards gatfia, no customs social or 
religious can be quoted , but as to bhang, when, 
the Shivaratii festival ainves, the preparation is 
used to bathe the image of Shiva, the destroyer. 
This custom prevails in Upper India, but is not 
legaided as essential In Beiai bhang is consumed 
moderately at the festival of Shivaiatii It is not 
hkelv to lead to the foimation of a habit, noi isr 
it m3unous 
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33 The Iiighei classes depiecate thosmobng 
«£ ganja, but not eating nnj of its piepaiations , 
Tvhile the consumption ot blnng is not Jooikcd 
down upon The objection to ginja smolangis 
based on its bemg consideied i low habit and 
likely to piove injurious The hemp plant is not 
known to be woi shipped in Beiar 

34 The classes addicted to smolang ganja and 
diinking bhang w'ould look upon its pioliibition 
as a senous piiiation The reasons aie that they 
would be depmed of a musculai tonic and an 
intoxicant of the cheapest kind, w Inch cannot lie 
substituted foi the puce Poi Beiai the 1891- 
92 and 1892-93 lepoits show the piobable numbei 
of the class to be 1 seei and 26 tolas pei 100 of 
population on an aieiage foi ganja smokcis, » c , 
one tola pei head But the figuie is not ichable 

35 It IS feasible to piolubit the use of all of 
these diugs It can be enfoieed bj the stoppage 
of the hemp 2 il ant and its importation, in winch 
case illicit consumption would be icndeicd difRcnll 
though not impossible Great discontent would be 
caused among consumeis, though it may not amount 
to a political dangei But a iccoiiise to alcoholic 
stimulants and other drugs w ould become a cei- 
tainty 

36 No 

37 Theie is no jnaetieal dilfeicnce But chains 
is a stronger narcotic 

38 Bound ganja and chin aie not in use in 
Beiai 

39 Smoking is a moie injurious foim of con- 
sumption than diinlung oi eating, as the lungs 
seem to become affected after a time 

40 Natue doctois do not jn escribe the drags, 
but as a home lemed) ganja is alone used as a sed- 
atiae and an astnngent for dj scntciy Ganja and 
bhang are used for veimicidc in cattle 

41 {a) Yes, as regards ganja and bhang onlj 

(S) As above 

(c) Not Imowai 

(i7) Gnnja wards off the injunous effects of im- 
pure and unfilteied watei (gennicide) No parti- 
culal classes can be selected oi any inopoition stat- 
ed A moderate liabitual use is lefened to 

42 The moderate use is considered harmless and 
beneficial in the waj s indicated in reply No 41 
The moderate use of both ganja and bhang inodu- 
ces activity and vai acity in addition to othei bene- 
fits 

43 Yes 

41 Bhang and ganja aie refreshing Thej in- 
toxicate — ganja smoking especially — but do not 
allay hunger Produce appetite The effect of 
ganja lasts from twentj to sixty minutes, according 
to the state of health and strength of the eonsumei 
and the quantitj used, wdiethei smoked or eaten 
Theie are no after-effects ‘Vl’’ant of subseq^uont 
gratification produces lonmng and uneasiness As 
regards bhang, the effectsTast from one to two hours, 
aecoidmg to the quantity taken 

45 {a), (b) and (c) No 

(d) Ganja only produces asthma and bronchitis 
in old persons, not dysentery 

(e) The moral sense is impaired after long use, 
but lazmess is not produced Habits of immo- 
rality and debauchery are produced Insanity is 
not knowTi in Beiar as an effect, nor a deadenintr 
of the intellect 


Bhang is perfectly iimocent, 

46 Excessive use produces all the ovals mentioned' 
in the previous question, so far as ganja is concern- 
ed, hut bhang is haianless 

I do not, however, peisonally know of aiij case 
of insanity resulting from excessive use of ganja " 

47 and 43 No, but if a parent oi aiij other mem- 
bei of a family uses it, then sons and other mem- 
bers imitate and catch the habit sometimes 

49 Ganja is used . as an aphrodisiac, but not 
bhang Is laiely used by prostitutes It is said 
ultimately to exercise a reaction and produce impot- 
cncy after a lapse of tune, t e , eight oi ten j eais 
aftci 

50 The effects noted in the above leiilj are 
aggi av ated and icquiic shortei iieriod, » c , after foui 
01 liveycais 

51 No None 

52 A large jnoportion of bad charactcis aie 
excessive consumers and are given to commit petty 
Clime and adulter j foi the giatitication of lust 
Bhang excepted 

53 It may, but I do not know of anj case that 
led to homicidal frenzy 

51 No, but to allcvaatc fatigue and laboui 

55 The pieparation of majum is given some- 
times to childien, m order to stupely them and 
facilitate the lobbing of then oniaments , occasion- 
all} also given to women with intent to lob oi 
dishonoui them TYithout admistuie no complete 
stupefaction can be caused 

56 The admixture of milk, melted buttei and, 
almonds lessen the effects , so does rich, substantial 
meals The ^osains, fakus and bairagis use 
dhatiiia to heighten the nai cotie effect of ganja 
Its admixtuio foi administiation to othei-sisnot 
Icnown Gosains use foi personal use 

57 Know nothing of chaias being eaten When 
ganja is eaten it is next door to wmg harmless 
When drunk in the form of bhang it is perfectly 
haimlcss 

58 It IS capable of impiovemeiit 

59 In the diiechon of closer supenasion over 
the cultivatoi and the seller 

60 Ganja is produced in the piovance Greater 
and closei supervision ovei the cultivation of hemp 
IB leqniied, there being no separate establishment 
foi this w'Oik, which icqiuies a special staff 

61 Not produced 

62 Bhang being comparative!} haimless, the 
only contiol necessaiy is to pievcnt the plant being 
used foi making ganja This might be aceoin- 
phshed by the aid of a special establishment and 
lestriction of sale of the jilant to one licensed 
V endor 

63 The onl} objection lies in the fact that the 
same V ciidoi sells opium The vendors should be 
separated foi each drag, and hemp sold only in 
small quantities, say up to one tola pei man per 
diem A legistei of sales should be mamtained 

67 The f aim of V end of hemp should bo put uji 
I to auction sepaiatel} fiom that of opium 

68 None Consumption on the premises un- 
desiiable 

69 People aie not appaientlj consulted, but 
should be 

70 Smuggling is only earned on foi private- 
consumption Duty is only paid on the cultivation 
of the plant and when special licenses are applied 
for Untaxed drags are not used 
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34 lEviclence of Niama.t Khan Bilan Khan, Mei chant, Balapur, Alola 

jDiatriet. 


1 I was dealing in this tiade for a considerable 
time, and my father did the same from the com- 
mencement of the Bntish adrainistiation I have 
seen the several piepaiations of the hemp plant 
being made 

2 I Iniow only that the dry leaves of the plant 
aie called bhang I have not heard the other names 
The definitions aie appropriate so far as I know 
Eound ganja is not prepared in the Beiais, but it 
IS imported from Khandesh, and is called lahdar 
ganja Broken ganja is called hhangira 

3 I don^’t know of any in the Beiais 

4 I don'’t know It would be called luneh 
(wild) 

7 Yes , for the production of gan 3 a and bhang 
only, and at the following places — 

Salegam Mooland, Mancoohondi, Baioda, Pamia, 
Salegam Bazar, Dahigam near Nandusa, 
Sootala Bu]rak and Khuid, Ghatpun, 
Mandka, all in Malkapp taluk Kham- 
gaon, Hnvaikheii Akot, Siila, Sasti, Alegaon, 
Mania Dihgam, in Balapur talulr 

I catft give the extent 

8 Theie has been a slight, very slight, decrease 
within these two years owing to a fall in price 
The cultivation, moieovei, required much labour 

9 The method of cultivation is similai to that 
of cotton 

10 Not so lestnoted 

11 Not that I know of The seeds aie piocuied 
fiom Khandwa 

12 No , not in Beiai 

13 Not lestiicted I know it is cultivated in 
Amraoti, Altola, and Buldana distncts, but don't 
know anything about the other distncts The 
soil called pand/n close to village sites is the 
best It lequues ordinary lainfall of the province, 
but it IS not damaged by excessive lainfall, though 
it would detenoiate a little in effect by moie lain 
Probably in Yeotraal district it v\iould not grow 
But I am not siue I say it would not, because 
the people of that district buy ganja here 

14 Yes , only gan]a and bhang all over the 
piovmce , but I can't give the extent 

15 Theie is no difference in the methods of 
preparation from the cultivated and the wild plant, 
so far as I laiow Bhang is formed by the dried 
leaves that fall off by thrashing the dried ganja, 
and the remnant left after thiashing is ganja 
It IS prepared for smoking as follows — 

It IS washed and then squeezed dry and mixed 
with tobacco The ordinary dose is 6 mashas of 
ganja to 3 mashas of tobacco, and some even take 
6 mishas of tobacco Ganja is ' eaten unmixed 
with any othei drug, but some with sugar It is 
nev'ei diiink in any preparation 

16 Bhang is prepared for drinking only The 
preparation is made as follows — 

The leaves are washed clean, and then mixed 
with the following spices — blackpeppei, 
sugar, poppy seeds, almonds, caidamom, 
cucumbei seeds, and watei 

17 Not lestneted to any particular class 

18 Does not detenoiate for a year, but does 
after twelve or fifteen months It would lose its 
effect entirely after five oi seven years The only 
cause that I can think of is time , just like jawan, 

vol vu. , 


which detenoiates by time Theie is no way to 
prevent deteiioration 

19 Ganja is mostly prepared for smoking, and 
in two cases out of 100 men would be found to 
prepare it for eating 

20 In Beiai all smoke ganja , none does 
chaias 

21 Only the flat ganja is sold in Berai 

22 None 

24 Bhang is drunk, so far as I know, never 
eaten 


25 

26 


Neither on the increase noi on the decrease 


Poi ganja 
(a) 50 pel cent 
(d) 25 „ 

W 15 „ 

(rf) 10 „ 


Poi bhang 
12 J pel cent 

124 „ 

37 f „ 
37f 


27 

wans, 

Hindus 


(a) and (c) Biahmms, Musalmans, Mar- 
Kunbis, Tells, and other low castes of 


(b) and (d) Gosains and fakiis and sadhus 
Can't give classes of moderate and excessive 
consumers separately 

28 (a) Ganja — 

6 mashas , 1 pice 

Bhang — 


5 tolas 
(i) Ganja — 

From 8 to lO tolas 


1 pice 
4 annas 


Bhang worth 
29 (a) Ganja . 
Bhang 


2 annas 
only tobacco 
lagn and black 
peppei. 


(S) Bhang — Saffron, sugar, black pepper, dried 
rose, poppy seeds, almonds, cucumbei seeds, and 
seveial other groceries accoidmg to taste 

Dhatuia is not so used The admixture of to- 
bacco and peppei is for increasing the narcotic 
effects, the othei s aie for luxury Bhang massala 
IS not sold in Beiai 

80 The consumers of ganja in solitude would 
be about 80 per cent and in company would be 20 
per cent , and > loe versd vvith regard to bhang 
Yes , it IS mainly confined to the male sex and not 
to any time of life Children don't consume these 
drugs 

31 The habit is not easily formed It is diffi- 
cult if indulged in for a considerable time But it 
could be broken off if attempted in a few dajis 
There is no tendency to develop into the excessive 

32 I don't know of any such custom 

33 Not favourably I don't think there is any 
public opimon It is in disrepute, because it bnngs 
on intoxication I don't know if the plant is wor- 
shipped by any sect 

34 Yes , they would get ill or suffer in appetite 
This IS with legaid to all 

35 Not feasible in my opinion There would be 
illicit consumption The prohibition could be en- 
forced by passing a law maintainmg a department 
for the detection of illicit consumption Yes , the 
consumers would be discontented, particularly the 
fakirs and sadhus I don't think the discontent 
wuuld lead to political danger Some would resort 
to alcoholic stimulants oi othei drugs, but not all, 

3b 
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S6 TJaeie is no reason £oi so thinlang 

37 Yes , charas is moie intoxicating and stiong- 
or than ganja Botli pioduce intoxication ^ tint 
the foi-mer in a gieatei degiee than the lattei 

SS I can’t say, as only the flat ganja is eon- 
snined in Berar 

39 The smoking of ganja is lather injurious 
than eating, inasmuch as it piodnces cough and 
produces nei-vous debility, while the eating does 
not , but very few people simply eat the drag 
Bhang is always drank 

40 Not piescnbed £oi men, but ganja and 
bhang IS given to bullocks for some disordei of the 
stomach It makes bulloelvS go fastei Bhang is 
taken inteinally foi piles 

41 (fl) Yes {b) Yes 

(c) I don’t know about £e\ei , but I have heaid 
fiom many sadhns that the use of bhang and 
wanja piotects them against diseases in unhealthy 
tiacts, by which I mean places wheie watei is bad 

(d) I don’t know 

Not lestncted to classes I lefei to both 
moderate habitual as well as occasional 

43 Inoffensive 


44 It IS lefieshing and pioduces intoxication, 
i It does not allay hungei but creates appetite The 
! effect lasts for about two oi thiee honis Theie 

1 are aftei effects Yes , it does piodnoe uneasiness ’ 

45 It does piodnce physical and mental noxious 
effects, but not moi-al I can’t say if it impairs 
the constitution It helps digestion and cieates 
appetite It causes asthma so fai as I Icnow, 
and that too at an advanced age It does not im- 
part the moial sense oi induce habits of laziness oi 
immorality, etc It deadens the intellect slightly, 
but does not pioduce insanity 

47 and 48 It is heiedifary amongst fakirs and 
sadhns, but not amongst others 

49 It piodnces impotence at an advanced age 

51 to 54 No 

55 Yes , a man not used to these drags would 
be completely stupefied 

58 Yes, I am acquainted with the piesent 
system, and think it is not piopeily woiked The 
legisteis leqmied to he maintained in the Poim B 
aie fictitious It could he impioved by the mtio- 
, duction of the legistei-s m the Eoim E as piescnbed 
1 foi opium 


35 Esidence of Li.KSHMa.N Atmaram Mahajan, Merchantt Manjrul JPzr. 


1 I have had some oppoitumties of conuug lu 
contact with bauagis, gosavis, fakus, and others 
who lead the life of pilgnms, and thus of obtaimng 
mf 01 matron fiom them legaidmg the matters 
connected with hemp drags, m legaid to which 
my answeis aie framed 

2 The defimtions giien by Di Biam of the 
diffeient narcotic ai-tacles that can be natmally 
obtained fiom hemp may he accepted foi my 
piovmce Bhang is known only by two names, 
Eiddhi and bhang, while chaias is quite unknown 
Heie flat ganja and chui aie in use 

7 Hemp is cultivated to a slight extent in the 
three taluks, Malkapui, Khamgaon and Akot foi 
the pi eduction of ganja and bhang 

10 The cnltivatois of hemp fom no special 
class They aie of the same classes as other agn- 
cultnial cultivators 

11 The plants cultivated foi the pioduction of 
ganja are ne^el raised from the seed of the wild 
hemp 

12 I have no leason to suppose that the (so- 
called) wild hemp is anywheie specially cultivated 
for the pioduction of ganja 

13 The cultivation of hemp £oi ganja is le- 
stneted throughout my piovmce Theie aie some 
special conditions of climate, soil, lamfall, etc, 
which are necessary foi the cultivation of hemp for 
producing ganja Black soil does not siut it It 
IS cultivated in the lands adjoming village sites 
Ham watei alone is not sufficient for hemp , it 
requires well water also The cultivation of hemp 
IS possible thioughout my piovmce 

14 Ganja and bhang are piepaied in the Mal- 
kapnr, Khamgaon, and Akot taluks, but to a slight 
extent 

15 Ganja is usually manufactured by bemg 
trodden under foot, or by bemg deposited foi a 
day or two m a ditch, specially piepaied, and little 
earth is thrown ovei it 

The followmg are the common methods of px^- 


paiation of ganja and bhang foi smoking, eating 
and dimlang pniposes — 

Eoi smolang puiyoses — 

(1) Half a teaspoonful of ganja is first taken on 
the left palm and little water is pomed over • 
it It IS then nibbed with the nght thumb 
foi about a qnaitei of an lioni To this 
little tobacco is then added 

(2) To make it more strong some add dhatuia 

seeds also 

(3) To make it oidoious a httle quantity of 
caidamom. and cinnamon is added befoie 
smoking 

Eoi eating purposes — 

(1) Ganja is hist rabbed in water and is then 
dned in the shade AEteiwaids it is 
reduced to powdei and then a httle quantity 
of mace, saffron, cinnamon and black pepper 
16 added The whole powdei is then mixed 
with boiled sugai and then eaten This is 
called yakuti oi majum 

(2) Ganja powdei is nuxed with ghee and sugar 
befoie eating 

Foi drinking pmposes — 

(1) Bhang is first steeped in watei and then 
reduced to powdei To this a httle quan- 
tity of cinnamon, poppy, caidamom, fennel 
seeds and almond is added, and then to this 
mivtuie watei oi milk is added, again I 
have no knowledge of any methods of pie- 
^ paiation of ganja or bliang fiom the wild 
hemp, and theiefoie I cannot distinguish 
between the methods of its piepaiation 
Horn the wild and cultivated hemp Ganja 
IS piepaied fiom the cultivated female 
plants by being tiodden under foot oi by 
bemg deposited in a ditch for about two 
days 

16 Bhang is piepaied geneially in the houses 
by the people It can also he piepaied from the 
hemp plant wheievei giown 

17 Agiienltnial cultivators prepaie these hemp 
drugs 

18 Ganja or bhang does not detenorate by 
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keeping Witli oidmary care ifc keeps good for 
about three years To prevent deterior-atron water 
should never be allowed to leak rn 

19 Gan 3 a rs used not only for smokmg, but rt rs 
sometrmes eaten also 

20 Barragis, gosaws, falars, and others who 
lead the life of prlgnms generally smoke ganja 
Some Ea 3 puts and few Brahmms also smoke rt 
In short, about 2 per cent of the populatron smoke 
ganja The piaetice of smoking ganja rs prevalent 
throughout the province 

21 Flat ganja is generally in use, but chur is 
also rarely used when flat ganja is not available 

23 Bhang is used foi smoking when ganja is 
not available It is geneially the pilgrims that 
make use of bhang for smokmg to a slight extent 

24 Those who diinlr bhang eat it also The 
practice of eating and diinlnng bhang is prevalent 
throughout the piovmee Those classes of people 
that smoke ganja eat and drink bhang also 

25 The use of gania and bhang may be sard to 
be on the mciease Had it been other-wise, a large 
quantity of hemp might have been lymg idle year 
mtei year But this is not the case All the 
hemp that is produced m the piovmee falls short of 
yeaily requirements, and to meet them a large 
quantity of it is imported also. Agam the impoi-t 
trade of hemp is on the ineiease, and the e\eise 
farmers bid higher at the auction eveiy yeai Tins 
shows that the number of gan]a or bhang consum- 
ers cannot but be on the mciease 

26 The piopoi-tion of habitual moderate con- 

sumers of gan 3 a to the habitual excessive occasion- 
al model ate and occasional excessive consumeis of 
it IB as 6, 2, 3, and 1, and m case of bhang it is as 
4, 2, 8, and 1 j 

27 Gosavis, bauagis, and fakus aie habitual 
modeiate and excessire consumeis, while Brahmms 
and Ea 3 putB are occasional modeiate and excessive 
consumers The lazy and careless use these dr-ugs 

28 The average cost of gan 3 a or bhang per 
diem to the habitual moderate consumeis is one I 
arma, to the excessive'consumers four annas 

29 Tobacco is oidmaiily mixed with gan 3 a when 

it IB used for smokmg, and dhatura exceptionally 
The othei ingredients are given m my answer to 
the question No 15 > 

SO The consumption of gan 3 a or bhang is prac- 
tised m company to a slight extent, but m soli- 
tude to a considerable extent It is mainly con- 
fined to adult males It is not usual for children 
to consume gan 3 a or bhang 

31 As vice has more false charms than virtue, 
the human nature, bemg frail, easily falls under the 
clutches of the former^ and as gan 3 a or bhang is a 
vice, the habit of consummg it is easily formed 
There is also a tendency m the case of gan 3 a and 
bhang for the modeiate habit to develop mto the 
excessive 

32 On the Maha Shivaratn day a few people of 
the higher classes dimk bhang This custom has 
a religious aspect, but it is not regarded as essential 
Though it IB temperate atthebegmnmg,itiB likely 
to lead m the long lom to the formation of habit 

83 The consumption of gan 3 a and bhang is 
regarded as a -vice, because it blunts the mental fa- 
culties, and therefore it is generally m disrepute 

34 To forego the consumption of gan 3 a or 
bhang is not a serious privation to any class of con- 
sumei-s It IB a luxury to take to its use, and has 
no beneficial effects on the constitution 
'■ 85 It IS feasible to prohibit the use of gan 3 a 

vol vn 


j and bhang These dings will never be used illicitly 
The cultivation of hejnp should be at once stopped, 
as the poppy cultivation is stopped The prohibition 
will not cause any senous discontent among the 
consumeis, and -will not therefore amount to a poli- 
tical dangei The prohibition wdl be followed by 
a lecouise to tobacco, but not to alcoholic stimu- 
lants 

I 36 There is no reason to suppose that alcohol 
IS now bemg substituted for gan3a or bhang, 

88 Flat gan 3 a is httle more strong than “chuF' 
gan3a 

89 The smokmg of gan 3 a IS moiem 3 maous than 
eating oi dimking it (gan 3 a is sometimes used as 
bhang) , for to smoke is to mhale the gas that is 
produced, which seiiously affects the breast and 
produces cough It affects the brams also, and 
makes the consumer senseless 

40 In nervous diseases the use of gan 3 a is pre- 
scribed by some native doctors It is also used 
m cattle diseases. 

41 The moderate habitual use of gan 3 a and 
bhang is beneficial m its effects so far as it gives 
staying-powei under severe exertion or exposure, or 
alleviates fatigue and acts like a prevention of dis- 
ease m malaiiouB and unhealthy tracts In no 
other way it can be said beneficial 

42 The modeiate habitual use of gan 3 a and 
bhang is not haimless It impaus the constitution 
and makes the man lazy and careless It causes 
asthma m the long run 

43 Modeiate consumers are generally moffen- 
sne to then neighbours 

44 To the habitual consumeis the moderate use 
of gan 3 a and bhang is little lefieshing and does not 
produce intoxication It neither allays hunger nor 
cieates appetite These effects last only for a 
couple of hours The want of subsequent giatifi- 
cation produces longing and imeasiness, but not so 
much as m case of othei narcotic drugs or alcoholic 
stimulants 

45 The habitual modeiate use of gan 3 a and 
bhang produces noxious effects (physical, mental 
and moial) It impaus the constitution , m 3 ures 
the digestion, causes loss of appetite, causes asthma, 
deadens the mtellect, and pioduoes slight msamty, 
which IS of a tempoiary chaiactei The symptoms 
of msamty may be le-mduced by the use of these 
drugs after liberation fiom restiamt 

46 In case of excessive habitual consumers the 
effects lefeiied to m my answer to question No. 
45, take place earlier, while m case of habitual 
modeiate consumeis they take a longer time 

47 As children generally follow m the footsteps 
of their parents when they become of age, so the 
children of the modeiate consumer aie affected to 
an imperceptible degree at least 

48 The above lemaiks hold good m the case of 
habitual excessive use also 

49 The modeiate use of gan 3 a and bhang is 
practised as an aphrodisiac The use foi this pur- 
pose IS moie m 3 unous than their use as an ordmary 
narcotic, because m the long i-un it tends to produce 
impotency 

50 In case of excessive use the effects are more 
senous 

53 The excessive mdulgence m gan 3 a and bhang 
mcites a man to commit acts of violence 

54 To fortify themselves to commit a premedi- 
tated act of violence cnmmals do not use these 
drugs 


3ii2 
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55 Cnminals do sometimes induce their \uetims 
to partake gaii 3 a oi bhang to stupefy them, but 
no complete stupefaction can be effected without 
admistuie of dhatuia seeds 


56 When tobacco is mixed with gan 3 a it modi- 
fies the bad effects of the latter, andtheiefoie gan 3 a 
is nevei smoked without the admirtuie of tobacco 


36 Bmdence of Khaja Abdul Baki, Money-lender, Melilar, Buldana District. 


3 Gan 3 a is geneially cultivated in the Alola | 
district 

4 Though it is known by diffeient names, still 
it IS the produce of one plant 

5 Climate tempeiate, land well-piepaied, ram 
middling, is leqmied In othei two seasons 
sufficient well vatei is leqniied 

6 Cannot gne any infoi-mation legaiding 
giowth of w lid hemp As legaids cultivated eiop, 
the thimiei it is the bettei 

7 Gan 3 a and bhang aie jiroduced in Sutala 
tahsil, Khamgaon Extent of cultivation cannot 
be told, as it depends on the pleasiue of the culti- 
■\atoi 

8 The aiea has deeieased leeently, because the 
cultivatoi has to undeigo considemble lesponsibihty 
legarding the ciop 

9 It IS sown dense' in the month of Ashad 
When the plants glow biggei, a plant called 
bhangra, which glows in the ciop, is weeded out, 
because it spoils the mam ciop 

10 There is no special class of jiersons who 
cultivate hemp They aie of the same classes as 
othei agmultui'al cultivators 

11 The Mn 3 a giown this side is fiom the seed 
of cultivated hemp 

12 The male plant, called bhangia, wluch glows 
in the new ciop, is evtii-pated 

13 Theie is no special lestnction Government 
giies permission on payment of some fees This 
IS the piactice in all distiicts 

14 Gan 3 a and bhang are prepared in this pio- 
vmce, not chains Giin 3 a and bhang are piepared 
in almost all places 

15 Gan 3 a means the bud of the hemp plant, 
bhang the flowei of the bud, and charas is the 
lesinous mattei on the leaves of the plant If 
gan 3 a is to be smoked, it is washed with watei 
and smoked aftei mmng it with tobacco Some 
eat gan 3 a without imxmg it with anytlung else 
Eoi drinking the lea\es aie pounded and mixed 
with sugai, peppei, milk, etc 

16 Bhang is geneially piepaied by the people 
in then houses It can be prepaied fiom the hemp 
plant The same is the case with gan 3 a and 
chains 

17 Theie is no lestiiction in any classes of the 
the people But generally the gosais and bauagis 
make the mtomcatmg piepaiations 

18 The tliiee drugs will lemam in their ongi- 
nal state foi consideiable number of days Pre- 
parations thereof will not lemain foi many days 
If good eaie is taken the three drugs will remam 
for two 01 thiee yeais They lose then effects by 1 
exposuie If caie is taken on this point, they ' 
may remam possibly for a longer time 

19 Gan 3 a is used for smolang only Charas is 
used foi smolnng and eatmg also Both these aie 
used as medicines also, so then use is geneial 

20 The practice of smoking gan 3 a and chains 
IB m all classes of people Pioportion is not 
inown 


21 Round gan 3 a is moic piefeiied foi smolang 

22 Natiie chans is generally used Poicign 
charas is not imported 

23 Bhang is not used foi smoking 

24 Pool people generally eat and dnnk bhang 
This practice is prcialent in the pei sons who live 
m lehgions places 

25 The use of gaiya, bhang and charas is on 
the dcciease It is due to education tluat the people 
arc lately given 

29 Dhatuia is mused uitli this drag in oidei to 
inciease intoxication The roots of 3011 an and 
kunci aie also mixed for the same leason 

30 The use of these drags is practised moie in 
company It is mainly confined to the male sex, 
30 ung and old Iloneici, females of bairagis and 
gosais also use them Children neiei consume any 
of these drags 

31 Yes, the habit IS easily fomed b\ company, 
and once used to it cannot bieak it off inthout diffi- 
culty 

Yes , theie is a tendeney for the moderate habit 
to deielop into the excessiie 

32 These drags are used on Shivaiatn day and 
Shimga holidays 

S3 The drags being intoxicating, then use is 
not consideied lespcctable by the public 

31 If the use of these drags is stopped it would 
not do much hami 

39 Smoking ganja is moiein 3 unousthan eating 
01 dnnking, foi by smoking the smoke enters in 
the chest and its filth accumulates in the chest 

10 Natiie doctois use these diugs in medicines 
They aie used in the treatment 01 cattle disease 
also 

41 Tlie use of the said thiee drags would \ery 
possibly gi\e staying-powei under seieie exertion 
or exposure 01 alienate fatigue If it is used in a 
country which is cold 01 where the climate is bad, 
it will not be possibly beneficial These drugs -vyill 
not be beneficial in anj othei way 

42 Moderate use of these drags also wall nob b« 

beneficial foi (incomplete) 

43 Moderate consumers are inoff ensue to their 
neighbom -6 

44 It produces no immediate effect on habitual 
consumers If habitual consumers will not dnnk 
they -will feel tired, and they will not be able to do 
then ordinary work without dnnkmg It has 
some effect on the consumer It allaj s hunger ; 
does not create it The effect lasts foi three 01 
foul hours The after-effects aie weakness and 
lazaness 

45 Moderate use of any of these drugs also jno- 
duce bad effects It isin 3 unous in eieiy wuy It 
produces bile and asthma , it makes one laz}' , it 
accustoms one to whoiemongeiy for some time , 
letaids intellect , and bnngs on madness But it 
lemams for some days, and the use does not depme 
the madness , the consumer becomes actually mad, 

46 Excessive use of the said drugs will lead to 
woise effects 
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4>7 Tlie use o£ the said drags does not appear to 
he a heieditary habit It affects the health o£ the 
childien o£ the modeiate consiunei 

48 I£ moderate use IS in 3 unous, excessive use 
habitually must be moie so 

51 Theieis no laige piopoition o£bad chaiacteis 
who aie habitual modeiate consumers of any o£ 
these drags Modeiate consumeis aie cnnnnals o£ 
geneial oi special chaiactei 

52 Those who use these m excess aie moie bad 
chaiacteis and moie addicted to enme geneially 

53 It cannot be trasted when and wliat crime 
will these excessive consumeis do One baiiagi 
muideied a woman at Shendui 3 anaj Mehhai tahsil, 
while undei intosieation, and he was sentenced foi 
it 

55 In oidei to £uithei then ob 3 eetj cnminals 


induce then victims to partaheol any of these drags 
to stupefy them In the case of persons not accus- 
tomed to the use of these drags, complete stupefac- 
tion can be used without admixtuie 

56 The effects of using hemp in moderation and 
in excess, modified by the adimxtuie of other sub- 
stances, aie diffieient, t c , bad effects are seen on the 
health and intellect of those who use them m excess 

66 It IB not necessaiy to have different rates of 
taxation foi different lands of gan 3 a 

68 In om piovanee license has to be tahen out 
foi selling the said drags 

69 The people aie consulted before a new shop 
IS opened, and it is necessaiy to consult people in 
such matters This is now done indirectly , but it 
IS necessary to take direct opimons 
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e^t:dence of ajmere-merwara 

WITNESSES. 


1 Umdenoe of Me G Bennett, Ahkan Inspector, Ajmere 


1 SupeiTiBion o£ importation, cultivation and 
-sales 

2 Yes, except tliat only the flat gan 3 a is im- 
ported foi sale in the Ajmere-Mei-wara distncts 
The drugs aie"^ named charas, ganja, bhang and 
maium Ma 3 um is a sweetmeat^composed of sugar 
and bhang 

4 Yes , bhang gan 3 a tiee 

5 I beheve the -wild hemp plant giows on any 
cultivated land if it has sufficient supply of "watei 

6 It glows veiy dense on the lulls about Kus- 
sowh 

7 Veiy little 

(c) Poi use as bhang only 

(i) Foi its fibie 

In the mahs^ gaidens generated spontaneously 

8 Theie has been a decrease within the last 
eight years The ding contractor offere such a 
low rate foi the bhang grown within the district 

9 The seed of the hemp plants is sown in beds 
about SIX feet squaie, on land ad 3 accnt to a well oi 
stream, where it can have a good supply of water 

10 In tins province I have only known mahs 
and falais gixnvung it 

11 and 12 Not known 

13 No restriction to cultaation, but that the 
produce must be sold to the Government Contractor 
The seed germinates dmmg the lamy season 

14 Only bhang Such plants as are found 
growmg are marked, and the production thereof is 
sold to the Government Drag Contractor 

15 Gan 3 a is the flower of the plant Chains is 
made from 3 mce extiacted from the stem of the 
plant Bhang is the dry leaf Chaias and gan 3 a 
are smoked as tobacco m the hulva Bhang is 
mixed with a little hme and eaten It is also used 
for malang a eoohng dimk (sheibet) 

1C Under section 7 of the Excise Act, XXII of 
1881, no poison is allowed to possess more than i 
seer of bhang I have not seen either ganja oi 
chaias made, but I should tlunk it could bo made 
from the wild hemp plant 

17 Such as falois, mah33ans and Chaubes 

18 Yes , it will become qmte useless in time 
Causes of detenoration not Imown 

19 I have only Imown it to be used foi smok- 
ing 

20 Ealois, maha33ns and Chaubes The pro- 
portion IB not Imown to me In the cities and 
villages 

21 I ha\e only seen that flat gan 3 a used in the 
'' A 3 meTe-Meiwaia distncts 

22 Foreign From the Pun 3 ab 

23 I have not Imown bhang used foi smokmg 

24 Maha 3 ans and Chaubes thiough the distnct 
eat and dimk bhang 

25 According to the Drag Contractor’s state- 
ment, the consumption of drag is on the deciease 


26 Not known 

27 'M[aha 3 ans and Chaubes Not known, 

29 Dhatura is mixed with chaias I do not 
Imow bhang massala 

80 Drags aie used, both private and pubhc, by 
both sexes thioughout hfe 

31 The habit to become a drag consumer is 
easily formed It is very difficult to leave it off. 
A moderate consumer will in time become exces- 
sive 

32. Drags aie used at mainages, festivals, com- 
mittees and fans It is necessary as a respect to 
take bhang The quantity taken in these cases, I 
don’t thinlj:, would either form a habit oi be in 3 un- 

OUB 

83 With disgust, m respectable society. I be- 
heve the respectable pubhc liave an aversion to all 
drags I don’t Imow of the hemp plant being 
woislupped by any class of people 

34 A person who has become an habitual drag 
consumer is useless if he cannot get Ins piescnbed 
quantity at the time he is in the liabit of talang it 

35 (a) It would cause discontent 

[b) Yes 

(c) It would be unwise to attempt to prohibit 
the consumption It may be heavily taxed to 
deciease the consumption, but I should not recom- 
mend any other course to be adhered to 

(/) Yes 

36 No, except when drags cannot be obtained 

37 The persons who smoke either are easily 
induced to commit any act of violence, but the 
charas smokei is the most dangerous 

88 All the same 

39 and 40 Don’t know 

41 (i) Yes , to horses 

Ra 3 as, Thalmis Occasionally 

42 Bhang, moderately used, is haimless Bhang 
made into sheibet is a veiy eoohng dnnk for the 
hot season 

43 Yes 

44 Don’t know 

45 (e) Yes 

51 Yes , and they lesort to the consumption of 
gan 3 a oi cliaias to give them nerve to commit the 
crime 

64 and 65 Yes 

58 I don’t see that there can he any impiove- 
ment on the present woikmg system 

60 Gan 3 a is not prepared in this district 

61 Chaias is not produced in, this distnct. 

62 There IS no general cultivation within this 
distnct 

63 and 64 No 

65 Yes , but I think the taxation should be in- 
eieased on all drugs 
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66 No , the ta\ should be the same 

67 No 

68 No , the puiehasei must take the drag’ to 
Lis own house oi some othei place to consume it 


69 No , the Collectoi may authonzo a shop to 
be opened m any part o£ lus Colleotoiate 

70 Yes, thoie ha\e been 27 peisons piosecuted 
for importing illicit ganja, bhang, and chains, and 
ma 3 nm during the past tluee yeais 


2 Evidence of Mth G. W Eisirict Snpeiintendent of Eohee, Ajmoc 


1 Practically none I ha\e questioned natnc 
experts on the subject 

2 The definitions may be accepted foi Ajmoie 
Plat ganja is called pathai, lound ganja is called 
baluchar, bioken ginja is called makona The 
othei pioducts go bj"- the names mentioned in the 
intioductory 

3 I heal it giows spontaneously uiMalwa, paits 
of the Deccan, and along the NoitliAYestein tion- 
tiei fiom Sahaianpui avestnards, undci the Hima- 
layas 

4 Bhang, subji, and buti Yes 

5 Not qualified to say It gious well, houever, 
along the Neibudda naei, avheie the lainfall is 
plentiful 

6 It IS said to be dense 

7 I believe that m all about 40 maunds aic 
cultivated in the Ajmeic distnct bj^ mdnaduals foi 
then own piofit 

8 I am told that foi the last few jcai 6, owing 
to the Ecantj lainfall, the amount cultivated has 
been leduced to the above 40 maunds TYlicn the 
lainfall is plentiful, piobably three times the 
amount is cultivated 

9 The soil IS not caiefully piepared, and after 
Eourmg, the plant is left to itselt 

10 Cultivatois of eveiy class cultivate hemp 

11 I believe not 

12 Unable to saj 

13 No 

14 Yes, bhang to small extent in one hcensed 
shop situated in Ajmeie 

16 Bhang in Ajmeie is only piepaicd fiom 
cultivated plant, and foi dnnlnng purposes it is 
mixed with almonds, black peppei, diicd lose petals, 
eucumbei seeds and othei articles accordmg to 
fancy 

16 (a), (i) and (c)Yes 

17 By all classes 

18 Yes , all thiee, it is said, quite lose then 
eSect aftei two yeais in spite of all caie I do not 
know the cause of deteiioiation, iioi do I Iniow 
what special measuies should be taken to jirevcnt 
detenoiation 

19 Only foi smolang 

20 Most, if not all, classes of nativ es smoke 
both 

21 The lound is eonsideied best 

22 Poieign Yaikandi chaias is mostly used 

23 I believe not 

24 All classes dnnk bhang, but it is said Biah- 
mins aie most addicted to it MHien it is not ob- 
tainable in the liquid fonn, it is eaten in the solid 
foim 

28 Gan]a Oharas Bhang 

(a) 1 pice woith 1 pice woith 1 pie worth 
(A) 4 annas worth 4 annas worth 2 annas 


29 Ganja Oharas Bhang 

[a) Tobacco Tobacco Almonds and black 
pepper Coppei is. 
often inserted to in- 
crease the intoxi- 
cating piopeity of 
the liqmd 

Dhatura is abo mix- 
ed vvath bhang 


(A) None that I know of 

30 blales mostly take the drags, women and 
cliildien seldom 

31 The habit of, consuming these drags is foimed 
in much the same way as that of tobacco smok- 
ing and IS as easy (or difiicviK, as the case may be) 
to break off 

32 ThcIIoliisa festival duiang winch neaily 
every person takes bhang It is not legardcd as 
essential It is generally tcmpeiate No 

33 Tl'hcn the drag is readj , a little is usually 
offci’cd to blahndco, Init othenviso I do not think 
it comes into the Hindu religion 

34 It would piobably lie the most serious pn- 
vavtion to the gosams and baiiagis, as they use the 
hemp to sustain and nerve them foi their arduous 
duties 

35 No Yes , by force of aims jMost seiaous 
discontent Yes, vciy piobably 

36 I can't say 

87 Chaias is a much more powerful intoxicant 
than ganja 

38 Only indegiee the round is the mostpowei- 
ful, the flat comes next 

39 The dnnlving is less injvurous, as the pre- 
paiation in consequence of licing mixed vnth non- 
intoxicating articles is weakci 

10 Bhang rs piesciilied foi weakness, giiinea- 
woims, piles, etc Yes , bhang is often pi escribed foi 
diseases of cattle 


41 

Gnnja 

Cbaras 

Bhang 

(«) 

Yes 

Y’es 

Yes 

(i) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

(c) 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

W 

Don't loiow any other 

way 

All classes I 

don't know 

pioportion 


42 Ganja, if smoked in modeiation, is, I believe, 
as baimless to most people as tobacco smoking 
Theio aie of coui-se constitutions that it affects in- 
juriously 

43 As much so as tobacco smokeis oi peg 
dimkeis 

44 Eefreslung and exhilaiatmg oi intoxicating 
according to constitution It does not allay hun- 
gci , it creates appetite Foui houis Yes , slack- 
ness Yes , moie oi less longing and uneasmess 

45 As fai as I can find out, the modeiate use of 
any of these drags is piactically harmless In 
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every way ifc is only when mixed with coppei oi 
dhatma that it becomes haimful 

46 Tlie habitual excessiie use of all these drags 
IS said to be haimful m every way, as the consume! 
is always more oi less in an intoxicated state 

47 and 48 No 

49 I believe so I am infoimed that some piosti- 
tutes use it foi this pui-pose I believe its use foi 
this puipose IS not moie injurious It is said not 
to produce impotence 

60 The same remaihs apply 

51 Bad chaiacteis aie said to be moie addicted 
to all the hemp piepaiations than other peisons, 
piobably m the same way that bad chaiacteis aie 
said to be addicted to diink, opium, etc 

53 I don^t think it incites to unpiemeditated 
Clime of any land 

54 I hav e often found that when a ciime has 
been piemeditated, ganja and chains is taken to 
give Dutch couiage 


65 Often I beheve not, foi instance when a 
man has taken as much of any of the hemp drags 
as it IS possible foi him to take, although he will 
become qmte unconscious, a sharp shock will le- 
stoie consciousness immediately 

56 Can'’t say 

57 I have nevei heaid of either of these prepara- 
tions being eaten ' 

63 None whatever 

64 None 

66 and 66 No 

67 None 

68 Yes , no alteration in the system is re- 
qnned 

69 The opemng of a shop in a certain locahty 
IS, I beheve, geneiully petitioned for, and if thought 
advisable, sanctioned The system is reasonable 
and fan 

70 No 


3, Evidence of Surgeon-Major D 

1 Information has been collected by enquuing 
from the consumers of the drag 

2 These products are knovvm by the names of 
bhang, ganja and cliaras 

3 It grows in the districts of the Punjab and 
Cential India 

A Bhang, cliaras and ganja 

5. It glows on cultivated land, where the 
water-supply is sufficient 

6 Not Iniovra 

7 Yes 

(a) and (A)No 

(e) Yes , 

Vciy little in mahs’ gardens and sadhus’ 
(Hindu fakirs^) hamlets 

8 Not known 

9 Seeds of the hemp plants are sown in cul- 
tuiable land 

10 Mahs and sadlius cultivate the hemp No 
other agiicultuiists sow the hemp in this distnct 

11 and 12 Not known. 

14 Only bliang in malls’ garden and sadhus’ 
lotries 

15 Flowers of the plant are called mmja, juice 
IS called charas, and leaves are called bliang 
Ganja and chains are used for smoking, and bhang 
for eating and drinking 

16 Bhang is prepared in houses 

17 Falnis, Chaube Brahmms, and mahajans 

18 Yes , it will become quite useless m time, 

19 Yes , they are used only for smoking 

20 Falars and sadhus excessively smoke ganja 
and char as, and occasionally people of other classes 


Fr. Muleen, Otvil Surgeon, Ajmei e 

21 In this district flat ganja is preferred 

22 Foreign is used It is imported from the 
Punjab 

23 No 

24 Fakirs, Chaubes and mahajans use bhang in 
dnnkmg, and sometimes they eat it by miiang 
some sugar, etc , called majum 

25, 26, and 27 Not Imown 

28 From three pies to one anna 

29 Dhatuia is mixed with ganja and chaias 

30 Not known ^ 

31 Yes 

82 The drags are excessively used in marriages, 
festivals, and compames On these occasions, 
bhang is specially used 

33 and 34 Not known 

37 Yes, chaias smoking is more dangerous 
than ganja 

38 and 39 Not known 

40 Yes Bhang is used as a remedy for cattle 
disease 

41 Yes , the moderate use of bhang is beneficial 
for — 

(a) digesting food, 

(i) alleviating fatigue, 

(c) preventing disease in unhealthy tiacts, 

{d) lemovung habitual constipation 

Men of all classes use occasionally whenieqmied 

42 Bhang moderately used is thought harmless 

43 Yes 

44 Bhang is lefieshmg, afterwards produces 
intoxication in proportion to the quantity taken 
It creates appetite 


4 Evidence of Khan Bahadur Dr Sheikh Eeahi Bux, Government Pensioner 

and Honorary Mgistt ate, Ajmere < 


1 My answers aie based on my long expenence 
of nearly forty years, during wluch penod I have 
been a Native doctor 

2 Yes The diffeient names of bhang me 
vo! vu 


siddhi, bhang, subji, patti, buti, thandai, and 
bijaya There are no other names of charas, but 
ganja is termed sulpha as well 
19 Ganja and chaias are only used foi smoking 

3 0 
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23 Bhang is nevei smoked Penniless beggais, 
when they fail to piocnre chains and ganja do 
sometimes use bhang for smoking, but the intoM- 
cation piodncediB veiy slight still it affoids a tem- 
porary satisfaction This is iniely done in places 
wheie gan]a cannot be had 

28 A moderate consumei can diink bhang fiom 
3 mashas to 1 tola at a time Ganja and 
chains too can be smoked in similai quantities 
Government contraetois supply a tola of bhang foi 
two pies Wheie there is no contiact, it can be 
had giatiB Government Continctois chaige an 
anna pei tola foi gan]a and thiee annas pei tola 
foi chaias Wheie theie is no contract, ganja can 
be bad at thiee pies pei tola, and chaias at siv pies 
pel tola Evcessive consumeis can dunk a quaiter 
seei of bhang at a time, and can smoke five tolas 
of ganja oi eharas dnnng the whole day 

29 Moderate consumers miv sonf, kasni, lose 
floweis, cncumbei seeds, conandei, almonds, and 
black pepper with bhang in summei, and in wintei 
nutmeg, mace, saffron, peppei, almonds, pista, 
etc Nobles sometimes add musk and ambei 
to the above Excessiie consumeis mix dhatuia 
seeds Chains and ganja smokeis miv law oi 
piepaied tobacco with them Opium is nevei 
mixed with any of these drags By mixing the 
bhang with buttei and sugar they piepaie ma]um 
sometames to render the intoxication .excessive 
Dhatuia seeds are also mixed, especiallj^ in Native 
States Nux-vomica, opium, kaneei, canthandes, 
and betel-nut aie never mixed with these drags in 
this part of the country If mixed, they render 
the mixtuie better Gulkand is prepared by mix- 
ing bhang, buttei, lose flowers and sugai-candy 
Yakuti is made by mixing mava (condensed boiled 
milk), sugai, almonds, pista, raisins, and rose oi 
keoia wateis To obtain bhang buttei they hav'e to 
boil bhang leaves with milk , then the milk is turned 
into euid and chmned The buttei thus obtamed 
is used m majum and other piepaiations 

30 These drugs aie sometimes used in loneliness, 
but generally in company Nearly 80 per cent of 
the consumeis use them in company Males of all 
ages use them Such of the females as prostitutes 
and those that keep drag shops do sometimes use 
them in the company of male consumeis Othei 
women do sometimes, but laiely diink bhang and 
eat yakuti oi ma 3 um on Holi oi marriage occa- 
sions But females, except the wives of sadhus 
and salans, never smoke ganja or chaias Boys of 
ten 01 twelve year s of age do sometimes dnnk bhang 
on Holi In dancing parties on Holi and maiiiage 
occasions people sometimes distribute majum 

31 The habit of consuming these drugs can easily" 
be formed by using them in company for sometime 
It can be easily broken off Those who break off 
have to suffei pain in the hmhs and sometimes in 
the whole body, and have to yawn constantly foi 
thiee days Water flows fiom the eyes, appetite 
dimmishes, and the person suffei s fiom constipa- 
tion Aftei the expiration of the said peiiod the 
peison feels no desue for these diugs This can 
be done in the case of both the | moderate and ex- 
cessive consumeis There is no tendency in any of 
these drags for the modeiate habit to dev^elop into 
the excessive 

82 On the Holi and Sluvaiatn festivals the 
di-inkmg of hhang is looked upon as a religions, 
and in maniages and entertainments as a social, 
custom It is generally temperate and does not 
lead to foi-m a habit 

36 No 

87 The effects of eharas aie felt immediately 
aftei smoking , that of ganja some five minutes after 


Bhang bungs on intoxication a quaitei of an hour 
aftei dnnking, and it lasts for more than six houis 
The intoxieation created by eharas lasts an hour, 
and that of ganja 30 oi 40 minutes Bhang 
excites appetite , chaias and ganja dmunish it 
Chaias and gan]a smoking creates warmth Ex- 
cessive smolang sometimes bnngs on senselessness 
Bhang is aphiodisiac 

89 Please see leply to question No 23 

40 Vaids, hakims and native doctors do pie- 
sciibe the use of these drugs on account of then 
medicinal properties foi dysentery, dianhcea, cholera, 
want of sound sleep, hydiophobia, speimatoiihoea, 
tetanus, neuialgia, delinum, and iheumatic affec- 
tions These drags also lemove fatigue When 
an elephant suffers fiom agunbai, the [symptoms of 
which aie tiembling of the body, hasty peispua- 
tion, sores in thioat and excessive waimth in the 
body, native doctors prescribe bhang If not 
attended to immediately, the elephant dies within 
thiee houis The admimstiation of bhang with 
othei medicines thiice ernes the animal When 
the elephant becomes must and lustful and does not 
eat, bhang with other medicines pioves veiy effec- 
tive A camel can be cured of tetanus by givung 
lum on thiee alternate days — bhang a quarter seei, 
sugai one seei, oil one-and-half seel Bhang is 
sometimes given to a horse in the case of stomach- 
ache 01 for removing fatigue It is nevei given to 
buffaloes, cows, bullocks and goats Glanja and 
eharas are nevei piesciibed on account of then 
medicinal piopeities 

41 The moderate use of hhang is beneficial in 
its effects (a) as a food accessory , (6) to alleviate 
fatigue , (c) it IS aphrodisiac Chaias and ganja 
give tempoiaiy staying-powei undei seveie exertion 
or exposure and alienate fatigue They seive as 
fehnfuge oi preventive of disease in malaiious 
tracts 

42 The moderate use of bhang may be harmless, 
but not its excessree use 

44 The use of these diugs is not lefieshmg 
The othei advantages and disadvantages have 
already been explained in the other answer Aftei 
the mtoxication is ovei the consumei feels dull and 
lazy, his limbs ache, and he suffers fiom constipa- 
tion and want of appetite The want of subse- 
quent gratification produces a longing and un- 
easiness 

45 The habitual moderate use of bhang does not 
produce any noxious effects, physical, mental, oi 
moral, but that of gan]a and eharas does Ganja 
and chains smoking impau the constitution, injuie 
the digestion, and cause loss of appetite, liut the 
modeiate use of hhang does not Gan 3 a and eharas 
smokmg impaus the moral sense and induces lazi- 
ness, but not habits of debaueheiy But bhang 
creates a habit of debauchery The use of these 
drugs deadens the intellect and pioduees insanity 
Tlieu effects aie exciting and not piedisposing cause 
of insanity They bung on melancholia and mo- 
nomania The insanity is temporary, and the 
symptoms maj be le-induced by use of the drug 
Insanes do admit the use of the drag The moder- 
ate use of bhang does afford relief to mental 
anxiety A porter, named Kaiim Bux, of A 3 meie, 
aged 30 jreais, ran mad by the excessive use of gan 3 a 
and chaias He letumed to the lunatic asylum no 
less than fifteen oi twenty times, and at last died 
in the asylum He admitted that, owing to weak- 
ened intellect, aftei liberation from lestraint, he 
could not exercise self-eontiol and keep himself 
fiom the furthei use of the drags 

46 Excessive consumeis of these drags get very 
! thin Their lungs do not work well, and they soon 


363 


Eulfei fromliionchitis and asthma They eventnally 
nm mad 

47 No 

48 The effect of e^cessne use of these drugs is 
not heieditary The childien of excessive consu- 
meis do not tall uito the habit of using these drugs 
and have a sound reason 

49 The moderate use of bhang is piactised as an 
aphrodisiac Piostitutes do use it ivith that ob3ect 
Bhang does not bung on impotence 

50 Excessive use of these drugs does rendei the 
consumei impotent 


56 This has been lephed to m answer to ques- 
tion No 29 

57 Granja and charas are never eaten and dmnk 
Wlien bhang is not proem able, the ganja leaies 
me sometimes drank m the Deccan The intox- 
ication thereby produced is stronger than that of 
hemp 

In conclusionj as these drags are veiy cheap and 
can be easily procmed, people get into the habit of 
using them excessively It would therefore be pio- 
pei to adopt means to render them dearei 


6 Evidence o/Asghoil Ah Khan, Eospital Assistant, Ajmere Dispensary 


1 When I was at Peshawai on militaiy duty 
there was a Kahai in the aimy He was much 
habituated to smoking chaias and ganja, and also 
I saw some bhang diinkeis m Ajmeie I answei 
the questions by the aid of medical books 

19 Geneially chai-as and ganja aie used only 
for smoking by the common class of people foi 
indulgence and foi medicmal purposes Gan3a and 
chaias are used by the doctors and hakims foi 
anodyne and antispasmodie action in the form of 
tinctuie specially, and are also used foi lemovmg 
constipation and headache and others 

23 I think that it is not used foi smoking, for 
I never saw anybody smokmg bhang 

29 By the bhang diinkeis the followmg things 
aie mixed mto its liquoi —black pepper, carda- 
mom and salt These thmgs are mixed oidinaiily 
to change its flaioui, and exceptionally sugai, milk, 
lose flon ei petals and almonds with the oidinaiy 
massala to change its coloui, taste, and produce a 
little fiagianoy Sometimes dhatuia seeds are put 
into its liquor to giie more intoxication than the 
simple bhang Dhatuia, opium, betel-nut aie also 
used m the same mamei , Ingredients are stated 
above 

80 The man who uses bhang foi medicmal 
purposes uses it in solitude, and men who use it 
foi indulgence use it m society, and laugh and 3oke 
with each othei m its mtoxication Such is the 
case with chaias and gan3a, and it is mamly con- 
fined to the male sex , toi I do not know any 
female using any of these drugs foi indulgence 
except the piostitutes It is not usual for ohildien 
to consume any of these drugs 

31 The habit of dunking bhang and smoking 


chaias and gan3a is easily foimed To check this 
bad habit is very difiicult , and theie is a tendency 
in'" the Case of any of these drags foi the model ate 
habit to develop into the excessive , foi mtoxication 
of these dings produces grotesque aspects, and 
therefore always tends to increase his-habit of 
mtoxication 

32 Only bhang is used for lehgious and social 
matters in Hob festival by the Hindus in foim of 
dudia Bhang, as stated in question 29, and bhang 
lozenges or ma3um Under its intoxication they 
play Hob with each other , but this custom is not 
considered generally, for many Hindus nevei diink 
bhang, even in the Hob festival, and it is generally 
tempeiate It is likely to tend to the formation, 
of the habit 

40 Bhang, chaias, and gan3a are used by many 
doctors in the treatment of diseases, and also bhang 
IS used for the remedy of the cattle diseases, as 
loss of appetite, etc 

41 Moderate use of bhang is beneficial in its 
effects as a food accessory and digestive, alleviating 
fatigue, pi eventing malanous diseases m unhealthy 
tracts, and lemoving habitual constipation In 
reality smoking of chaias and gan3a is very harm- 
ful in its effects 

In conclusion, m my opimonaveiy heavy tax, 
should be placed on chaias and ganja, so that 
common persons may not get it easily for mdul- 
gence Chaias and ganja should not be sold by 
the common shopkeepeis, but they should be got 
by the medical halls m the cities and in the towns 
and tahsilis , so that persons may not get them 
easily to form then habit of mtoxication to impair 
then healths 


6 Evidence of Abdul Kayum, Eakim, Ajmere* 


19 Ganja and chaias aie often used for smok- 
ing, and I do not Imow if they are used m any 
other way Sometimes they are used admixtuied 
with majum (confection) for sexual purposes 
Their pills mixed with treacle are used as cure foi 
the bite of a mad dog 

23 In this part of the country bhang is not 
known to be used for smokmg 

29 Ingiedients of bhang ordmaiily are almonds, 
black peppei and sugaicandy, but sometimes to 
add to its taste milk is also mixed* In the wmter 
season consumers add some musk and saffron to 
avoid its evil effects, and m summer kasm and cu- 
cumber seed to cause dischaige of uime fieely, and 
anjse and lose flowers to remove constipation I 
do not know of any special piepaiation as bhang 

* ' 


massala Of comse tobacco is maxed with ganja 
and chaias 

30 In this part of the countiy Hmdus are ad- 
dicted to the consumption of bhang Eemales 
veiy seldom use it Hindus use it m solitude as 
well as m company feastmgs Lower class people 
and fakiis generally use charas The use of these 
drags IB not limited to any particular penod of 
one's age It is not usual foi childien to consume 
them 

31 Among Hmdus the habit of drinkmg bhang 
16 easily foimed, because on certam occasions it is 
used amongst them as a custom, consequently 
they get used to it, and if they do not get it at the 
appointed time, then limbs begin to pam, and they 
feel altogethei out of sorts , hence it is difificult to 
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bleak off Mocleiation and excess depend on one’s 
tempei anient 

83 The consumption of these dings is due to 
custom^ and is not enjoined by any leligion , 
Hindus generally use bhang on mainage occasioiiSj 
01 -when they aie in a laige company with a view 
to feast On such occasions the use of these drags 
IS consideied essential by way of custom, and 
peisons do often use them to an excess Ceitainly, 
owing to these customs, people contiact a habit foi 
consumption of these drugs 

36 In this pait of the countiy alcohol is nevei 
substituted foi bhang A peison used to bhang, 
chains oi ganja will nevei be satisfied until he 
gets the paiticulai drag to which he is habituated 
To a certain extent opium may be substituted foi 
it 

37 The effects of chaias and ganja aie veiy 
neaily identical , the only diffeience is that ganja 
pioduces its effects sooner than chaias Chaias 
and ganja cause sleepiness and affect lungs The 
bhang, having in it two different properties, at 
first increases appetite and afteiwaids pioduces 
bilious matter 

89 I have never heard that any preparation of 
the hemp plant is used in smoking, but foi dunk- 
ing 01 mixing with majiim oi gulkand (confec- 
tion) Its oil is used in confections, which is ex- 
tracted by boihng it with noilk Its excessive use 
sometimes pioduces melancholia 

40 In some diseases Hindus aie piesciibed 
bhang It is also used foi treatment of cattle- 
disease 

41 With my experience, I do not know if 
ganja and chaias evei produce beneficial effects , 
their evil effects aie many No doubt bhang is 
useful to appetite and digestion It is also used to 
waid off fevei m special cases It alleviates 
fatigue aftei severe laboui of habitual consumers 

43 As far as my experience goes, ganja and 
chaias are injmious to health, whethei used moder- 
ately 01 othei-wise, because they affect biain and 
lungs, contiaiy to bhang, which, if used modei- 
ately, is not injurious, but beneficial 

44 Bhang bungs on mtoxication aftei sometime 
even to habitual consumers, contrary to ganja and 
charas, which pi oduce it at once The bhang intoxi- 
cation creates appetite , its effects depend on the 
temperament of the consumers, who feel giddiness 
and breaking of limbs if they would not get it 


46 Bhang in the begmning pioduces lefiesh- 
ment, brightness on face, iiici eases hunger and sex- 
ual powei, but in the endmduces laziness, giddiness, 
causes dailcness in vision, mania, melanchoha and 
dropsy Ganja and charas cause insanity, bron- 
chitis and asthma These drags, even in moderate 
use, pioduce bronchitis, pain and sleepiness 
Debauchees use them foi sexual powei , then 
excessive use impairs intellect In the beginnmg 
thej^ pioduce temporary effects As soon as intoxi- 
cation increases, untation begins, which affects 
brain, and at last does injury As long as its 
effect IS temporal y, insanitj too, which may be 
caused by it, will be tempoiaiy , when it fully 
affects the brain, insamty caused will take its root 
After temporary liberation, people may be addicted 
to the drugs when le-used 

46 The excessive use of bhang is also injurious, 
and pioduces the diseases mentioned above 

47 The moderate use, so long as it has not fully 
produced its effect on mental powers, does not affect 
cluldien 

48 The children of those peisons who consume 
these drags excessively aie weak Then excessive 
use is a preventive even to beget children 

49 Prostitutes generally use these drags, especi- 
ally bhang It fiist incieases sexual powei, but m 
the end tends to pioduce impotence Its excessive 
use IS injurious, but moderate use is beneficial in 
special cases Ganja and charas aie pnmanly used 
for sexual power, to which they are injurious in the 
end When bhang is excessively used, it too dimi- 
mshes sexual power 

50 The evil effects aiismg from the excessive 
use of these drugs have been detailed above 

56 The ingiedients of bhang, which aie oidinan- 
ly mixed, have been descnbed above Then ad- 
mixtuie modifies its effects Charas and ganja 
without any admixture pioduce iintation and con- 
fusion in brain In this distnct consumeis do not 
appeal to mix opium and nux-vomica with thesa 
drugs If they do so, it will tend to cause death 

57 As far as my expenence goes, I can say 
that even the moderate use of these drags is injuii- 
ous to health , especially the age of ganja and 
charas consumeis shortens, and vaiious diseases, 
such as asthma, bronchitis, etc , aie produced 

Even the moderate use of bhang in the end 
weakens hvei and mental powers 


7 JEmdence of Jaxi Amar Hansa, Baid, ^jmere ^ 


19 Ganja and chaias are only used in smoking, 
and they do not appeal to be used foi any othei 
pmpose Ganja is used for some medicinal pui- 
pose even in this countiy 

33 Bhang is nevei used foi smoking, ox if it be 
ever used as such, I never saw oi heaid of it in 
Maiwar and Meywai 

38 The consumeis of these drags might know 
then average allowance and cost Some people 
take bhang in one masha dose, some more than 
this At fiist they use it in small quantity , theie 
IS no fixed dose foi it I know nothing of its 
pnce , those who sell it know about it Bhang, 
ganja and eliaias aie habitually used — 'Some use 
moderately 

39 Bhang is usually taken mixed with black 
pepper Some people mix it with ceitam in- 
giedients (massala) according to their tempera- 


ments Those who aie of malanal tempei take 
with it ajwa^an, cloves, saff ion and almonds, and 
those who are of bilious tempei mix it with 
caidamom, cucumbei seeds, anise, lose floweis, and 
sugaicandy or sugar, and those of lymphatic 
tempeiament use it with clov es, saffron and ginger 
The constipated men take it with anise, lose 
floweis, almonds and black peppei The bhang 
drankaid does not mix in it dhatuia, nux-vomica, 
kauau (a kind of Hindustani poisonous tree), 
opium and betel-nuts When oil is extracted fiom 
bhang, dhatuia and kanau loot aie mixed with it 
The opium consumeis when they dunk bhang do 
not put opium in it, nor do people mix opium with 
bhang when they extract oil fiom it 

30 Some people take this drag secietly, some 
daily and some in company with then fnends and 
m mainage-feastmg parties with then caste-fellows. 
I do not know to what extent they are used 
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They aie confined to males only I have neither 
seen noi heard females smolang gan3a and chaias 
In some conntnes females dunk bhang oi take it 
inyaltth (a kind of confection) and gulland (lose 
flowei confection) It is not usnal foi childien to 
consnme these drugs In old age some people use 
bhang mth some cathartics 

31 Habit of consuming these drags is easily 
foimed in company It is difficult to bieak it off, 
and if bioken, it bnngs on diseases, such as loss of 
appetite, bi ealang of limbs, indigestion, giddiness, 
feeling fatigue on woik At fiist it is taken in 
little quantity, but some inciease it gradually and 
some not 

32 The consumption of these drags is not allowed 
in leligious laws (pharam SAastei), but they aie 
used socially oi habitually Bhang is drank on 
occasions of mainages and dinnei parties, but so 
doing IS not eonsideied to be the custom Its 
continual use converts into habit It is not haim- 
£ul to habitual drankaids, but in case they leave 
it, it will be mjuiious to them 

36 hlen addicted to these drugs do not sub- 
stitute wine foi them , and if any one will do so, it 
will do him some iniuiy and be against his lehgion 
as well I do not know if any one substitutes it 
Some use opium foi bhang In some countiies 
wine IS diunk foi bhang, but it is injuiious 

37 The diffeience between the effects of gan3a 
and chaias is that gan3a bungs on intoxication 
soon, which lasts shortly, but charas bnngs it on 
giaduallj', -uhich lasts longei Bhang bnngs on 
less intoxication than these two it pioduces its 
effect too late, but it lasts longei It is less ni- 
3unous than gan3a and chaias 

39 Gan3a and chaias aie used only foi smoking 
and not for eating and dunking 

Bhang is taken with yalnU and gulland (lose 
flowei confection) oi drank like hquoi Smoking 
of gan3a and chaias causes certain diseases, tiz , 
it coirapts biain, pioduces nutation of tluoat, 
mama, 'bionchitis, asthma 

Confection of bhang is used as a tome Con- 
sumeis of bhang in the fiist stage feel heat, ledness 
in both eyes, excitement in biain, cieation of ap- 
petite, and sexual excitement, but in the second 
stage, when its effect subsides, it causes coldness 
(which IS in3maouB) and loss of memoiy 

40 Gan3a and chaias bemg in3maous aie nevei 
piescnbed by baids As stated in Ya3ui Veda 
Shastei, bhang IS piescnbed in ceitain diseases to 
•which it IS useful It is used in the tieatment of 
cattle-disease 

41 Bhang -without gan3a and chaias cieates 
appetite, digests food, increases stiength (physique), 
and IB beneficial to choleia, bionchitis, asthma, 
dysentery, hoamoiihoids, paialysis, loss of blood 
fiom uteras, brings on sleep, and geneiates bilious 
mattei It is piescnbed mixed •with othei medi- 
cines Yakuti (confection) piepaied of bhang 
alleviates fatigue aftei severe laboui In cases of 
intennittent and othei feveis, such as continued, 
quotidian, tertian, etd , it is veiy useful when given 
with cathartics 

42 Without gan3a and charas bhang is bene- 
'flcial 

44 The effects of gan3a and charas hai e been 
stated in answer No 37 The use of bhang is 


le&eshing These drags produce intoxication, 
create appetite, then effects depend upon the tem- 
perament of consumeis When then intoxication 
subsides it does 103 my instead of any beneficial 
effects Excessive use jiioduces senselessness, cold- 
ness, laziness, and is veiy in3mious 

45 Gan3a and chaias aie very in3unous, 
especially to mental powers, and bhang to physical 
and not mental power Gan3 a and chaias increase 
appetite, but aie not digestive, while bhang is 
beneficial to both Gan3a and charas produce 
bionchitis and asthma, and bhang cmes d} sentery 
These drags impair moral sense, induce laziness and 
debaucheiy Gan3a and chaias smoking impaus 
intellect and causes insamtj’' , excessive use of bhang 
too pioduces these effects, but not its moderate use 
The mania caused by gan3a and charas lasts for 
evei and that by bhang can be cmed The suffer ei 
of mama caused by the use of gan3a and chaias is 
violent, while that of bhang is generally qmet, but 
seldom violent I never saw any man suffering 
from mental anxiety 01 brain disease uho drank 
bhang foi relief from this complaint and became 
insane I am of opinion that insanity may tend 
to indulgence in the use of hemp drags by iieisons 
who aie of weak intellect and unsteady mind 

46 Excessive use of any of these drags is in- 
3unous The consumei becomes mad and dies 
soon 

47 It cannot be known that the habitual modei- 
ate use of any of these drags is hereditary It 
seldom affects the cluldien of moderate consumeis 

48 The same as explained in answei No 47 

49 Use of these drags cieates sexual desiie in 
proportion to the doses taken Prostitutes too m 
some places use them as aphiodisiae Then use 
foi this puipose IS more in3unous than oidmaiy. 
They cause loss of semen, lung and biain diseases, 
and weakness 

50 The excessive use of any of these drags is 
in3unousand pioduces various diseases 

56 The use of these drags with the admixtuie 
of dhatuia, kanaii (a land of Hindustani poisonous 
tiee), nux-vomica, opium, and betel-nut, etc , is 
in3Uiious to moderate consumeis and not to those 
who use it excessively 

57 Gan3a and chaias, in this country, aie 
iieithei eaten noi drank 

In conclusion, in my opinion, gan3a and charas 
aie foi the use of devotees generally They use 
them because these drags in the first place extin- 
guish desiie foi sexual inteicouise and in the 
second place they feel -with them very little effects 
of cold in -wintei season, feel no necessity foi cloth- 
ing, and if at any time they cannot get food they 
take these drags only, and do not imnd foi it 
The use of these drags is piohibited to oidinaiy 
peojile because they do them in3ury, lose sexual 
powei, cause stenhty, impair biain, and jiioduce 
insanity Bhang is not so in3uiious as gan3a and 
chaias On some occasions it is useful, as, when a 
3ewellei diinks it he examines 3ewels, when 30gis 
(fakiis) use it they devote then minds to the wor- 
ship of God, and adulteiei for adultery -Besides 
these it cmes diseases, such as cough, paralysis, ' 
choleia, is digestive and lefieshing, increases 
seminal powers, and pioduces sleep Gan3a and. 
charas aie also piescnbed in certain diseases to 
which they aie beneficial 
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EVIDENCE OE COORG WITNESSES. 


1 Evidence 0 / Mb A Boppanna, Planter, Beptmaad, Gieen mils, Qooig 


3 I have seen mid hemp plants mowing, and 
Rave also seen people who ha\e used hemp drags 
and also seen them smolong ganja I also heaid 
fiom otheis nsing the hemp drags 

2 Subji IS also called heie by the name o£ 
"lamiasa ” 

3 Smoheis tluow the seeds aiound then huts, 
and theie they glow mldly 

4 Jadaj bhangi and phoo bhangi 

5 They giow in the months of May and June, 
particularly on humt soil, and they lequiie 50 to 
60 inches of lain They glow on lands between 
till ee to fire thousand feet above the level of the 
sea 

6 Oidinanly dense 

11 They aie laised fiom the seed of the mid 
hemp 

12 I heal some people cultirate wild hemp, and 
the male plant is extirpated in such cases 

13 I fhmk it IS lestncted People can culti- 
vate aftei obtaining license in any part of the 
conntiy if the soil is burnt 

15 The mid female plants, called Jada bhangi, 
aie cut down and aie exposed to the sun foi a day, 
then the blanches aie collected into bundles and 
aie exposed to the sun and dew alternately duiing 
the nights and days Tlus contmues for tu 0 01 
thiee days, then they aie pieseived aftei being 
wrapped up in thick coaise cloths 01 hnmhhs 
The leaves are pounded aftei being moistened mth 
water, and the juice is squeezed out befoie the 
pounded mass is used foi smoking 

18 They saj ganja does not detenoiate in 
keeping if well pieseived The cause of deteiioia- 
tion IS exposure to the an 

19 Ganja is used onlj^ foi smolang 

20 Wild tubes, such as Palayais, Kapalasj 
Kaiateis, falais and baiiagis, and Malabai coolies 
and Muhammadans Individuals heie and theie 
of the Eiavei class smoke ganja, but it is quite 
common among the othei classes mentioned by me 
In the estates and jungles 

24 I heal low class Muhammadans dunk bhan- 
gi, called in Canaiese “ lamias,'' in the time of 
Muhaiiam 

25 Use of ganja is, I thinlr, on the increase 
Coffee and caidamom estates aie now opened, and 
the laige gang of coolies woilang m them take to 
ganja smoking 

26 Almost all of modeiate consumers 

27 Lazy and idle life, falai'’s and hanugi's life, 
beggaily Me, and people worlong m the caidamom 
jungle, and some coolies woi&ng in the coffee 
estates, and mid tubes, as a rale, talre to ganja 
smoking 

28 (a) Two 01 thiee pies 

(i) Six pies 

29 (a) Tobacco is oidinanly mixed up mth 
ganja foi smolong I heai the bhang massala 


mixed mth ganja is made up of dned Bengal giam^ 
caidamom, ghee, laisin, almond, sugai, 01 jagn, 
and also a seed called in Hindustam "tope ” ° 

50 Confined to male sex It is not used by 

childien ' 

81 Not easily formed They say it is diffi- 
cult to bieak off Theie is a tendency of modeiate 
smoking of ganja, developing into the excessive 

33 Use of the drag is looked upon by the public 
as detnmental to health 

34) No , it would not be a senous pmation 

35 It would be feasible to piohibit the use of 
these drags These drags would be consumed 
illicitly The piohibition can be enforced by legis- 
lation, to pi event people fiom cultivating 01 collect- 
ing the mid plants, fiom possessing and fiom pui- 
chasmg 01 selling any of these drags Privation 
would occasion some discontent among the con- 
sumeis, but would not be so senous as to amount 
to any political dangei 

41 (5) Smokeis say modeiate use of ganja is 
beneficial, giving staymg-powei undei seveie 
exertion 01 exposuie 01 to alleviate fatigue 

(c) I thmk it IS pieventive of disease in mala- 
iious and unhealthy tracts I lefei to modeiate 
habitual use 

42 I think ganja is not beneficial and is not 
haimless, because I find the smokeis weak in 
body and m intellect They aluays appeal to be 
dull and caieless 

43 I think they aie offensive to then neigh- 
bouis omng to the smell 

44 It produces intoxication and giddiness 
They say it cieates appetite, and they eat more 
food aftei smoking Intoxication lasts about two 
01 three houis , they feel lestless afterwards Yes 
it does , and they tiTj"- to smoke agam 

45 It impaiis the constitution It causes loss 
of appetite in couise of tune It causes dysenteiy, 
because several of the smokers complain of it It 
does rmpaii the moral sense It induces laziness 
It deadens the intellect It appears to produce 
some insanity of a temporary character, because 
when they are under its influence they appear to 
talk all sorts of things 

4)9 I hear the subji 01 ramiasa is used bj 
prostitutes I think the use of hemp tends to pio- 
duce impotence 

51 I think a laige portion of had ehaiacters 
are habitual moderate consumers 

53 I thmk it does in the case of those who eat 
and dindc bhangi piepaiation 

62 I thmk it should be eontiolled, and it is 
feasible , method suggested by me in answein i: 
question 35 

65 I think taxation of these drags would be 
leasonable if the tax is levied, and that a heavj' 
one It would not only tend to prevent excessive 
use of these drags, but mil also prevent seveial 
pool people from having lecouise to it. 
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66 I think a highei rate o£ tax should he levied 
foi a moie in 3 Uiious drag 

67 I haie no objections to the taxing of the 
drags 

68 Theie aie licensed shops in Cooig foi the 
sale of drags oi piepaiations 

69 No, not to my Knowledge I think local 
public opinion ought to be consideied 


70 I also heal the bhangi is also mixed up in a 
sweetmeat piepaiation called “kamiei|” oi “halwa” 
(m Hindustani) and sold in sweet meat shops 
I also heal that mutton, aftei it is well boiled, 
IS mixed up -with bliangi, condiments, spices, dned 
cocoanut and Kiislus, and is loasted in ghee It is 
then eaten with biead, paiticulaily by IVIuham- 
madans This piepaiation is called “ bliangi 
dhallianha " 


2 Bmaence of Mukkati Iyappa 

1 I baa^e seen some people who glow and use j 
hemp in this countiy 

2 Heie people piepaie only ganja oi bhang, 
both of which aie known by me Piepaiation of 
chaias is unknown here So I had no opportuni- 
ties of knoiving it Heie ganja is moie extensia'e- 
ly used than bhang Ganja is knoavn as Jade- 
bhangi, and bhang is known as Hoovo-bhangi 

3 I know no place wheie it glows spontane- 
ously 

4 Heie it is known only by one name, uis, 
Bhangi-gida 

5 Theie aie no special conditions legaiding the 
mattei lefeiied 

7 (a) Yes 

(J) No 

(c) Yes 

(d) No 

To a veiy small extent— the coolies, such as 
Yeravas and Kurabs, neai theu huts 

9 I know aery little The seeds aie sown 
bioadcast in iich soil mixed with burnt clay and 
aftenvards tiansplanted in good ncli soil 

10 Some of the low class coolies giowtlie plant 
foi theu own use 

14 (c) To a small extent, see answei to question 
7 Ganja and hhang aie piepaied and used by 
gioweis 

15 All seeds in gaiija oi jade-bhangi are liist 
removed Then it is made wet, and immediately 
aftenvards all watei squeezed out with the palms 


, Cultivator, Davanagtri, Ooorg. 

of the hand , and then some diy tobacco leaf (pow- 
dcied) is geneially mixed with it, and then the 
drug IS smoked in chllitms oi huKas 

19 Ganja is used only foi smoking 

21 Plat ganja oi jade-bhangi is piefeiied to 
othei lands toi smoking 

23 Bhang is smoked only when ganja is not 
pioeuiable 

27 Mostly abongmal tubes and otliei low class 
labour eis 

29 Only tobacco is mixed with ganja at 1 2 

foi smoking 

30 Only adults (men) smoke it 

33 The use of ganja is m disrepute among 
people not addicted to smoking 

34 I do not consider it to lie a serious piuation 
lo any class of consumei-s, as they can take to 
smoking tobacco until the habit is entirely gi\en 
up 

35 If the cultivation of hemp is prohibited, the 
habit can bo easily checked The number addicted 
to smoke ganja being very small, there will be no 
danger of any kind to anybodj Only poorer class- 
es who cannot afford to buy alcoholic stimulants 
smoke ganja, and they are not likely to get into 
other habits 

47 Some of the children of modeiate consumers 
so easily get into the habit by constant presence- 
before the parent, that it is difficult to allude it to 
any other cause than lieied ' 



369 


EVIDENCE OF BALUCHISTAN WITNESSES. 


Endenee of Major G Gaisford, Deputy Oomm^ss^oner, Quetta, Baluchistan 


1 I have been 111 cliaige of a distiiet foi oiei 
foul jeais and have had opportunities of seeing 
the people of all classes 

2 None of the diugs aie giown in the distiict, 
except a very small quantity of bhang Chains 
and ganja aie not piepaied heie The definitions 
of chaias and gan 3 a may be accepted No dis- 

^tinction IS made in the distnet in the diffeient 
laneties of ganja The drag used in this distiict 
IS called " pathai ” 

3 In the Q,uetta suh-dinsion of the distiict 
only a small quantity is giown 

4 The plant is called bhang 

7 The cultivation of the hemp plant is earned 
m Ahmed Khanzaq in the Quetta sub-distnet, to 
a \ery inappieciable extent, foi use as bhang 

8 Theie has been no appieeiable inciease or 
deciease m the cultiiation 

10 Only one oi two zammdais cultivate the 
plant 

11 Nevei 

12 None 

13 See answer to question 7 

14 None 

18 Bhang, chaias and ganja deteiioiate aftei 
thiee yeais 

19 Gan 3 a and ohaias aie onlj used foi smok- 
ing 

20 Gan 3 a and chaias aie chiefly used in this 
distnct by the low class Indians lesiding in Quetta 
and othei bazais Pioportion cannot be ascei- 
tained 

21 In this distiict the gan 3 a called " pathai 
IS used 

22 Foreign chains is used It is chiefly 
imported fiom Pun 3 ab and Afghanistan 

23 Bhang is not used foi smoking 

24 Same as ansn ei against question 20 


26 The use of gan 3 a, chaias and bhang seems 
to be on the deciease m this district The 
conntiY IS becoming moie settled, and the low class 
Indians, who were numeious during wai time, have 
deeieased in niimbeis 

28 (a) Khans' Ganja Oharas 

2 tolas 1 tola ^ 1 tola 

Cost 5 pies As 1-6 As 4 

(J) Blinng Ganji Oharas 

4 tolas 2 tolas 4 tolas 
Cost 9 1 pies As 3 Re 1 

30 Bhang is used in solitude Gan 3 a and 
chaias aie generally used in company It is not 
usual for childien to consume these diugs 

31 The habit of consuming bhang is easily 
formed It is not difficult to bieak off this Cha- 
ins and gan 3 a develop into the excessive 

32 Among the Hindu sect called Bam Baigis 
the consumption of bhang is regarded as essential ' 
It IS given m very model ate quantity, and is not 
likely to lead to the fonnation of the habit The 
quantity used is too small to be in 3 mious 

S3 The consumption of chaias is in disiepute, as 
it is only used bj people of low c'asses 

37 The effects do not diffei 

38 None 

43 Yes 

47 No The use does not appear to be here- 
ditaiy 

58 The present excise system of the province 
IS woiking well 

60 Gau 3 a is not grown in this district 

61 Charas is not produced in this district 

62 The cultivation in the district is so very 
small that no control seems necessary at present 

63, 64 and 68 None 

69 'ihe wishes of the people are not consulted 


2 Evidence of Kazi Imamrddin, Extra Assistant Commissioner, Pishin 


3 Not of anj*- kind in this sub-divasion It 
grows spontaneously in Kangra and Kulu districts 
(Pun 3 ab province) 

7 Not in tins sub-dmsion 

18 Charas and bhang are detenorated by keep- 
ing of three years in a wet place, so necessary 
measures to prevent deterioration are to keep them 
aside from wet place or wet season 

19 As fai as knoum, gan 3 a and chaias are only 
used for smoking, but it has also been ascertained 
that habitual consumers do eat charas to complete 
fheir intoxication 

20 These drugs aie generally used without any 
distinction of classes among Smdhis and Pmbias, 
as seveial Thakuis and Biahmms of these eountnes 
aie seen in this habit Several residents of Kan- 

vol Til 


daliar among Musalmans and Hindus are also in 
habit of smolaiig charas 

21 Onl}'' ehui gan 3 a is used somewhere m this 
sub-division, and in my ojiimon it is piefened by 
smokeis 

22 It IS imported from British India and 
Afghanistan territories 

24 Onlj menial sects of Muhammadan and 
Hindu nations of the Pun 3 ab provunce eat oi drink 
bhang, as it is eonsideied a shameful event to see a 
lad of good family of this province and India too 
indulge in this habit and called a hhangt 

25 Certainly in deciease m this sub-division 
and in other provinces too 

28 Es p 

(а) 0 0 6 ^ tola at four tolas per rupee 

(б) 0 2 0 .k do. do. 

3 s 
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29 Dhatmais sometimes mi^ed by excessive 
consumers for excess of intoxication 

30 Only male sex Bhang is also given to 
MuLammadan children at time of their circumci- 
sion m place of chloroform 

81 Habit of consuming these drugs is foimed 
m two months if used daily without fail Ten- 
dency IS certain in case of any of these drugs for 
the moderate habit to develop into the excessive 

82 These drugs are stnctly prohibited amongst 
Muhammadans accoiding to then religious laws 
and regulations 

85 As these drugs are not in common use 
among the inhabitants of this sub-dmsion,^ it is 
feasible and an easy task to piohibit the use of 
these drugs Though it will agitate some discon- 
tent among the excessiie consumers, but discontent 
of such men cannot amount to a political danger 

36 Somewhere m the sub-division where mode- 
rate consumeis can spare money, they substitute 
alcohol foi these drugs 


51 Theie aic none out of the original inhabit- 
ants of this sub-division who aie habitual con- 
sumers Theicaie somemen of othei conntnes, as 
of Pun]ab and Kandahar, etc , who aie modemte 
habitual consumers, but their character has never 
been noted under influence of the«e drugs 

52 None 

53 No case of this nature has come liefoie me 
for an instant during the past three j ears in this 
sub-division 

54 Ditto But criminals generally foitify 
themsches m other places or districts to commit 
a premeditated act of vnolcnce or othei crimes with 
use of these drugs 

55 No case of such nature in this sub-dinsion, 
but criminals do further their designs and induce 
their nctims to partake of thece drags, and 
complete stupefaction can thus be induced bj these 
drugs ivithout admixture if given to a man who 
hasneier taken anj of these drugs for intoxica- 
tion 


3. Evidence of Babtt Kedah Nath, Read Cleil of ihe Eohttcal Agent, Kalat 


3 It does not grow spontaneously in the Bolan 
Pass j nor is it known to glow ivild in Baluohistam 

4, 6 and 6 No infoi-mation available 

7 None in the Bolan Pass, but a little in Kalat 
temtoiy 

8 m 

9 Infoimation not arailable 

10 Hemp is not cultivated in the Bolan Tlie 
cultivatois in foreign temtoiy are the same as 
othei agncultui-al cuTtiiators 

11, 12 and 13 Theie is none to be found 

14 None in the Bolan 

15, 16, 17 and 18 No information available 

19 Only foi smoking 

20 Pakii-s, also Baluchis smoke ganja 

23 No 

24 Fakiis, also Pathans and Baluchis 

25 Baioo, an old Bania, resident of Sibi, saj s 
that men smoke ganja and dnnk bhang in society, 


because the drags aie awiilablc than the} used be- 
fore 

26, 27 and 28 Particulars not arailable 

29 Information not awiilablo 

30 Consumed moie m company than solitude 
Children ne\ er smoke Falnre’ women sometimes 
smoke 

81 (6) It IS difiicult to break off 

(c) No 

82, 38, 84, 85 and 86 Information not available 

40 Ycr, butaeiy seldom 

41 No infoimation mailable 

19 Yes, but not in general 

08 Yes 

09 Yes It IS know n that woikmen will con- 
sume drags , if woikmen cannot purchase what they 
want, they will not come to work 

70 No Duty is paid on imported drags 
There is no general use of untaxed drags 


4 Evidence of Muhammad Ttisdf, Hospital Assistant, New Ohaman 


1 Willie in 1888 up to 1891 I was in chaige of 
Feiozepoie and Hosluarpiir Branch Dispensaries, 
and heie particulaily I studied and enquired about 
the subject, and got some infoimation fiom con- 
sumers and othei people 

2 The definitions aie accepted in the piovince 
(New Chaman), namely, ganja, chains and bhang 

19 Heie only chains is used foi smoking, and 
ganja is not used heie, not even sold 

23 Bhang is never used here foi smoking, and, 
as fai as I know, is not used elsewheie for smokmg 
puiposes ' 

28 (a) Bhang i chittak foi 6 pies, and chains 8 
mashas pei anna, (i) Bhang 4 chittaks of 2 
annas, and chaias 2 tolas of 8 annas 

29 Tobacco is oidmanly mixed with chains and 
IS smoked , exceptionally is not known These in- 
giedients are not mixed heie with any of them 
Sweet almonds, poppy seeds, sugai, and black 


pcppei are mixed often ns bhang massala, but here 
nothing is sold by the shopkeeiiei foi the purpose , 
it lies only in the ivill of the consumei 

80 Bhang half oi one chittak ( 1 oz or 2 oz ) 
in solitude, and half a seei oi one pound in 
company of eight oi ten, men Chai-as 3 mashas or 
45 grains in solitude , sometimes m habitual excessive 
use it IS smoked up 2 tolas or 6 diachms Thcy^ 
say^ that in Sukkui, Eon, Multan, and Dera Ghazi 
Khan bhang is used by women as well as by men ; 
audit IB usual in Sind foi motheis to give somewhat 
to then childien also 

31 The habit of consuming any of them is not 
easily formed, except they aie used foi months 
It IS easy to break off the habit Theie is no ten- 
dency foi the moderate habit to deielop into the 
excessive, yet aeiy raie examples aie seen in some 
foolish peisons 

32 No leligioii, as fai as I haie knowm, gives 

hberty foi the use of these drags , 



371 


86 I am not a^aie o£ 

87 Tliey say that if bhang be given to the man 
who IS in the habit of smoking chaias it "wonld not 
satisfj him, and so t;ce vcrsd 

39 Cannot explain pioperly I 

40 As £ai as I have known, no natn e doctoi 

uses them f 01 medicinal pni poses On enquiry I, 
have found that none of them is used in cattle- . 
disease i 

41 Not beneficial as a food accessoiy oi diges- ^ 
tive Yes, it giv'es staymg-powei nndei seveie ' 
exertion oi ovposuie, and alienates fatigue to liabi- _ 
tual consumers It is not known to me as a febii- 
fnge, etc , elsewlieio Not known 

42 The model ate use of any of these is haim- 
less This explanation is given by those who use 
them 

44 To habitual consumeis any of these dings 
gives stimulation Not lefieshmg, but pioduces 
drjniess in ^ stem les, it pioduces intoxication, 
but does not make one senseless Yes , it allays 
linngei of habitual consumeis Yes, it creates 
appetite The effect lasts foi some hours, but 
keeps them in satisfaction up to the fixed time of 
next daj Yes, it pioduces longing oi uneasiness 
if not taken in lime 

15 (c) Yes , it produces novious effects 

(6) Y*es , it does 

(c) By eatmg in excess 


(rf) No 

(e) Geneially it does 

(/) Nevei except in excessive use Such soi-t 
of cases have nevei been noticed by me up to this 
time 

46 Yes, it produces noxious effects Yes, tt 
impaiis constitution Yes, it causes indigestion 
It causes bionchitis and asthma Generally it 
impauB the senses Yes, it is believed it pioduces 
insanity, it causes madness only, but 11810111655 
Yes, they confess when they letnm to theii senses 

47 Raiely they aie heieditaiy , geneially they 
pioduce the habit themselves It is not known 
that it affects then childlen 

48 Please see my answei No 47, the same foi 
this also 

49 Yes , I have been infoimed that bhang only 
IS used as an aphrodisiac Yes , it is more inymious 
than if used oidinanly as a naicotic, because, for 
aphiodisiac purposes they use to excess, and when 
intoxicated, they lose then sexual power moie 
Geneially it is used by prostitutes Yes , it pro- 
duces impotency 

50 Please see my remark on No 49 

56 Cannot answer satisfactorily 

57 They are merely used in smoking 

In conclusion, it is my opimon that these thmgs 
should be discontinued 


5 Bvidence of ‘Wabtam Singh, Eosptal Assistant, JPzshin 


2 These naicotics aie not natural pioducts in 
this ilaka TJicse are imported here from other 
provmces, and called as bhang, ciiaias and ganya 
But these are called in the Punjab by the follow- 
ing names — ^bhang, — sulJia, subyi, buti , charas — 
sulfa, ganya — ganya 

19 For smoking only' 

23 No 

28 (a) Bhang 3 tolas, cost 5 pies 

Charas i tola, cost 2 annas 
Ganya 1 tola, cost 2 annas 
(6) Bhang J seer, cost 2 annas 8 pies 
Charas 2 tolas, cost 8 annas 
Ganya 2 tolas, cost 4 annas 

29 (a) Sugar or salt, black pepper, encumber 
seeds, melon seeds, poppy heads, seMs, milk, and 
almonds, etc , are used as ingredients of bhang 

(i) Dhatura is mixed with the bhang, and charas 
sometimes is mixed by excessive habitual consumers 
to complete then intoxication Habitual con- 
sumeia also picpare a mixture of bhang, alcohol, 
and opium This mixture is called mudia I 
do not know bhang massala 

30 Consumption of each three drags is ordi- 
narily used in company of about 6 men about 4 
chitta\s bhang, 3 tolas charas, 6 tolas ganya 
hlost of the consumers of these drags are men and 
prostitutes 

31 Habit of consuming these drags is formed 
easily It is difficult to break it off amongst habi- 
tual consumers, and as regards to tendency it is a 
well-known fact that these drags develop from a 
modeiate into an excessive use in a very little tune 

82 No 

"6 T do not know, 
vol, Vll 


40 Sometimes bhang and its compounds aie 

used in tetanus, hydiophobia, rheumatism andm 
nteniie diseases ' 

41 Bhang in its moderate use creates false 
appetite, but as stomach does not want really food- 
ihg to such a quantity ns a,man eats, therefore its 
piehminaiy results aie dyspepsia and dyspeptic 
diarrhoea, etc 

42 I do not think use of these drugs more 
harmless than any other intoxicatmg drags 

44 Immediate effects are lefieshmg It pro- 
duces intoxication In some cases it allays hunger, 
and in other creates appetite (false) Habitual 
consumeis feel mclination at then fixed tune when 
the effects are lost, and they feel great uneasmese 
if they do not get itm the fixed tune 

45 It inyuies the digestion Yes, it causes 
dysentery and bronchitis It induces laziness 

47 and 48 No 

49 Modeiate use of these drags is known 
amongst consumeis aphrodisiac, and theu use is 
moie inymious than its use as narcotic, because 
they shall foim easily a habit for aphrodisiac Its 
use tends imptoncy also 

50 Excessive use of these drags tends total 

impotency ' 

66 Effects in moderation lefieshing , in excess 
sedative Dhatura is sometimes admmisteied to 
vrctims by cnmmals m any of these drags 

In conclusion, as regards my opinion for use 
of these drags, I would say that habitual con- 
sumers become totally unfit for bodily exertions, 
and especially those who aie excessive. 


3 D 2 
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6. Evidence of Mohammad Akbae Ali Khan, Senior Moepital Assistant, Quetta 


1 Dunng my semce of twenty-two yeais I 
have had fieqnent occasions to come in contact 
with fakire, haiiagis (mendicants), and sick men 
who were addicted to the use of these drags 

2 Yes Same names as given in tins question 

19 Foi smolang only 

23 Nevei 

28 (o) Ganja^ tola, pnce 

vanes at diffeient 
stations 

Bhang -j oz , pnce 
vanes at different 
stations 

(A) Ganja 3 to 5 tolas , 
pnce \anes at 

diifeient stations 
Bhang S to 4 oz , 
pnce vanes at 

diffeient stations 

29 Ordinaiy tobacco is added to ganja and 
charas foi smoking 

The following mgiedients aic usually mixed with 
bhang, the object being to counteract its tmplea- 
sant effects, such as thiist, diyness of tin oat, etc, 
and render it palatable —almond^, black pcppci*, 
aniseed*, kahu* (seeds of a plant), kulfa* (seeds of 
a plant) conandei seeds'*", cucumbci seeds'^, milk, 
sugar, watei 

30 Extends to female sex also, but to a small 
extent A pieparation of sweetmeat called majum 
IS sold in the bazai It contains bhang , it is 
chiefly used in cases of childien, particularly for 
small boys when they aie to be cucumciscd, and in 
gills when then eai-s oi nose aie to be pieiced, the 
object being to lendei the little ones feailess to the 
opeiation 

31 (a) No 

(i) and (c) Yes 

32 (a) The use of bhang is customaiy amongst 
• Theso form bhang mas'aln, also known as thanilui 


the people called Chaubes in Matlima, that of gan- 
ja amongst liaiiagis (mendicants) in Ajudhia and 
pandes in Gaya Clnias is widely made use of by 
Pathans in Cential India Kahais excessively 
indulge 111 charas smoking 

(c) Yes, except in the case of Pathans" 

36 No 

37 Ganja is more intoxicating than bhang, but 
its effects do not last as long as that of bhang 
Ganja at the commencement incicases appetite, 
but when long continued it tends to dimmish it 
Ganja and charas tend to pioduce bionchitis 
Bhang not so 

40 (o) Yes, smoking of ganja leaxes is pre- 
Bcnbed in cases of spasmodic asthma with good 
lesult 

(i) Used in cases of cattle before operation as 
pioplijhctie of tetanus 

41 (a) Yes , ganja and bhang, not charas 

(4) Yes 

(c) Smoking ganja leaxesas apreventne oi palh- 
atixe in asthma 

14 Befieshing, intoxicating, and inducing ap- 
pebte The effect of cliaras lasts for about two 
houra, that of ganja three to four hours, and that 
of bhang eight to twehe homu 

45 The long and continued use of charas and 
ganja impaira constitution, and causes partial loss 
of appetite, and sometimes bionchitis, induces lazi- 
ness and liabit of debauchei’j 

47 and 48 No , 

49 (a) and (4) Yes 

(c) Yes, its pnmai'j effect as an aphrodisiac leads 
to excessive debauchery, wheieby geneiatne organs 
aic weakened, resulting into impotence 

56 Ganja and bhang (chieflj majum) are 
sometimes emplojcd with cnminnl intent, dhatura 
being mixed with bhang 


•J- to 1 anna 
i anna 
3 to 5 annas 

1 to 2 annas 


7 Evidence of Bhugwan Dass, Khattri, Hospital Assistant, Quetta 


1 Personal experience 

2 Yes Charas, ganja and bhang hlajum is 
a compound of bhang buttei and sugar 

19 Ganja and charas especially used only for 
smokmg 

23 Not to my knowledge 

, Rs A p 

■28 (o) Bhang ^ chittack, cost 0 0 6 

Chaias 3 mashas 45 giains, 
cost , 0 1 0 

(4) Bhang 4 chittacks, cost 0 2 0 

Charas 1 tola, cost 0 4 0 

29 Bhang, ganja and chaias aie used as tliey 
aie Not kno'wn to me 

SO In solitude to a small extent Male sex 
only, but almost all piostitutes and women of ill- 
fame use it, but until 20 years of age geneially 

31 («)and(4)YeB 

(c) Yes, always, most common m bad company 
and idleness 

32 No custom, social or religious, allows the 
use of these drags, but among low class of people , 


it IS customarj to keep it ready when theie is a 
punchait, in case aiiybodj may x\ant it Bhang is 
generally used by some classes of people on certain 
festivals, but it is not essential Yes , injurious in 
its after-effects Among fakus and sadhus it is a 
necessary article for fixing ideas on divinity 

By the use of the di-ug the mental faculties of 
the brain aie excited, that the subjects aie able to 
exoh e sublime ideas, but undei the excessive use of 
the drug the ideas continue using to an enormous 
pitch which we name pen eision of ideas oi insanity 

36 Yes, the acloliol is xei’y commonly used, the 
drankaids aie daily found by the, load sides The 
alcohol being used by Euiopeans, whose example is 
naturally followed by the natn es, and it is a 
stiongei and diffusible dunk, much moie ea^* to 
obtain it than foimeily, the use of alcohol is consi- 
deied no moie sin atpiesent, effects of alcohol is to 
dilate the cutaneous capillanes, theiefoie mostly 
used when wannth is lequiied, in piefeienceto 
hemp piepaiations, which only affects the sensi- 
bility ofc the cutaneous nei-ves 

37 Bhang does not affect the nutiitiou of th« 
body so long as it is taken in a xeiy diluted foim 
It IS an innocent diink in the above foim, especial- 
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ly -wlien it IS mixed, as the case is geneially, mth 
milk, seeds o£ cucumbei and almonds to wash 
out the deleterious substance fiom the body 
through the uiinaiy and digestive systems Gan]a 
affects nutntion of the body , the charas moie so 
89 Smoking of gan 3 a and charas is less mjim- 
ous than eating and dimlang, in the foimei case 
the essential parts of the drag being smoked only , 
the effect in this foim is moie rapid 

40 No 

41 No 

(a) No , 

(р) Yes, to some extent 
{c) and (d) No 

4S It IS haimful in eveiy ease 

44 (a) Eeficshiiig and iiitoMcatnig 
(i) Yes 

(с) Yes , false appetite if any 
(/) Two to foiii lioiiis 

{ff) and (^) Yes 

45 («) Y’’es, it produces emaciation, uealniess 
and diyncss of blood 

(A) and (c) Yes 

(rf) Bronchitis and asthma almost common 
(e) Becomes impotent, lazj, and nonons 
weakness 

(/) Yes, insanity is almost ccitain icsull if 
the practice is continued long oi used cxcessiaclj 
Predisposing cause in cases nlieic there is no here- 
ditary tendency, and exciting cause wheic it exists 
Acute mama, both of temporaiy and peimaiicnt 
forms Yes, the symptoms may bo le-mduccd 
Congested state of conjunctiva 


No A iieai lelative of name who used the 
charas m model ation at fiist died of mania of per- 
manent foim, in which case all the known tieat- 
ments weie of no avail, and theie was no heie- 
ditary tendency in the family 

46 It kills the peisons much moie rapidly by 
dcstioying the biam functions and theieby pioduc- 
iiig mania 

17 and 48 No Yes, children aie small and 
weakly 

49 No, it pioduces impotency Sadlius and 
fakiis use it foi this puipose alone Piostitutes 
use it moie paiticulaily by its intoxicating effects, 
and also it is said by them that it keeps the private 
parts diy 

50 As above In aggravated foim 

56 Not known to me 

57 Not to my knowdedge 

In conclusion, ganja and chains pioduce bron- 
chitis and asthma , and aftei a long use, insamty 
The offspnngs aie thin and weakly Then use 
must be stopjed They aie the causes of rama- 
tion of many families, more specially often the 
smokci, the head of the family, liecomes lazy and 
lunatic It IS much less mjunons than alcohol and 
inexpensive The alcohol lirat of all to lie stopped, 
which IS V eiy evcessiv ely used than formerly The 
gaiija and chains come next to alcohol , besides the 
smokci of dial as and ganja does not commit a 
crime as a drankaid does , alcohol deranges the 
whole oigans and is very expensive dunk The 
habitual smoker oi eatei does not commit dimes, 
but I liear it is used occasionally by those un- 
accustomed to it as a strong stimulant. 
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EVIDENCE OE BURMA WITNESSES. 


Umdenoe of OoloneIi H U Speaemau, Commissioner, Tenasspnm Division 


1 Thu-ty-one years^ expenence as Assistant 
ComnuBsionei, Deputy Commissionei and Com- 
missionei 

20 Gan 3 a — ^Natives o£ India tempoianly in 
Burma , pioportion unknown to me , localities, 
wlieiem they may be and can get it 

Cliaias unknown to me I have nevei come 
acioss a Bmman, Shan, oi Kaien consumer o£ 
eithei ganja or chaias ] 

25 I have not any reason to think it mcieasing ! 
01 decreasing Any increase there may be is due 
to the laige mflux o£ natives o£ India (tioops, 
militaiy police, and £ollowers) since the annexa- 
tion o£ Upper Burma 

83 By Bui mans and persons o£ cognate laces 
as highly disgraceful Due to Buddhism and the 
traimng of centunes 

84 No Many natives of India, I thmk, give it 
up, because they cannot get ganja heie without 
great difficulty, risk and cost 

35 The meie possession is, and has been foi 
yeais, prohibited 

58 Might peihaps (?) be impioved 

69 Possession is now pumshable with fine oi 
with impnsonment It should be punishable with 
ngoious impiisonment only As a Magistrate, I 
found imprisonment a much better deteiient than 
fine, and in awaiding it had the whole Burman 
population with me 

62 Is, and should, [continue to be, absolutely 
prohibited The annual classification of ci ops foi 
revenue purposes is a sufficient means of control 

64 No Impoii! is, and should lemain, abso- 
lutely prohibited 

70 No No duty No geneial use 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — I have been thii-ty-two yeais in 
Burma — in all parts of Lower Burma without ex- 
ception I was fifteen months in Bhamo in 1871- 
72, but Iniow nothing of Uppei Bmma Q 

Question 20 — I have never been m the Shan 
country, and speak only of what I have seen ui 
Lower Burma 

Question 25 — I personally know nothing of any 
extensive smugglmg, not moie extensive than it 
used to be One lieais of it through the Post 
Office Smuggling at ports through the Customs 
House would not come to my knowledge except 
when the Excise Officer had to interfere this is 
rare Smugghng through the post office would 
come to my fiiowledge through the Excise Offieerts 
diaiies Only two cases have (so far as my mem- 
oiy sei ves me) come to my knowledge durmg the 
last two years while I have held charge of the 
Tenassenm Division Before that I was in the 
Iirawaddy Division I hare no paiticnlai recollec- 
tion of smugghng theie It has to be remembeied 
that the greater portion of the smugghng fiom’the 
sea would come through Eangoon, and I have no 


personal knowledge of that, though I used to hear 
a great deal about it in newspapers and in casual 
statements which I had neithei means nor desiie 
of verifying I have no confidence that I have 
ascertained the facts about smugghng I do not 
mean at all to assert that there is little smugglmg, 
but simply that I personally have no facts 

Since the Government prohibited the drug it has 
done nothing special to enforce the prohibition It 
has left it to its officers to carry out the orders 
issued It has left it to its officer's to aiiest the 
offendeis and its magistrates to pumsh them I 
have no recollection of any orders of any kind being 
issued by Government I have no recollection of 
any censures oi strictures regarding ganja in Ex- 
cise Reports The stem prohibition issued by Su 
Ashley Eden still remains in force, and I under- 
stand Government considers it sufficient In my 
opimon it is the most that can be done I do not 
see that anything else can be done, though it is not 
sufficient to absolutely prevent smugglmg I con- 
sider that there is no need of inciease in zeal in 
enforcing this piohibition in my Division If I 
heard casually even of smugghng theie, I should' 
have it caiefully inquired into The annexation 
of Upper Burma has not had any appreciable effect 
in mcieasing the rate of immigration of natives of 
India mto Tenassenm The normal rate has con- 
tinued There have also been some grants of land 
given to natives of India in the north of my Divi- 
sion, and this has peiliaps slightly inci eased immi- 
grafaon Natives of India work better than Bur- 
mans But the Indian population is not veiy 
markedly gieatei than twenty years ago m pro- 
portion to the general mciease of population in my 
Division If anything, immigration wall increase 
Theie is no ground to beheae that it wall cease 

Question 34 — I cannot say that the prohi- 
bition has succeeded as regards the natives of 
India, as I cannot say that theie is no ganja in the 
countiy The consumption of gan]a would, how- 
evei, I believe, have been very much laigei among 
them if theie had been no prohibition I can 
answer foi Tenassenm and Iiiawaddy My state- 
ment that many natives of India giv e up the drag 
owing to the difficulty, nsk and cost of getting it 
IS based on conversations with respectable natives 
of India I believe, howevei, that ganja is a 
marketable commodity though expensive, and that 
any native (Burman oi any one else) who wishes 
it could get it if he paid the price This, no doubt, 
gives Burmans a chance of becoming consumers 
1 am exceedmgly anxious to prevent as much as 
possible Buimans from becommg consumeis They 
cannot contiol passion They exceed in opium oi 
hquoi as well as in levenge , and would, I believe, 
exceed in ganja if they took it At present they 
only use it for elephants, etc , and rarely put leaves 
in cuiiy I believe I consider the present opium 
license system a bad- one, and I should consider 
such a measme in regard to ganja equally unad- 
visable There is no chance of checlnng opium by 
the piesent system It seems to me that the 
propel measure would be to have licensed shop 



376 


stud only lieenBo consumiition tlieie, except in the 
ease o£ lespectahle Chimmen, nho might be 
allowed to take out licenses at the disci etion o£ 
the Deputy Commissionei That would haie 
checked consumption bv Biimans I uould not 
lecommend such a system in legaid to gania, 
because theie is no established use o£ ganja 
Opium IS lawfully sold in the countiy Besides 
that, opium is used by Buimans alicadj , ganja 
IS not luonld stop gania by punishing posses- 
sion uath iigoious impiifconment, and aho by 
fimng ships in uhicli it is found uathout ownei 
I would leaie as little as possible to the disci ction 
of administenng officeis Punishment should fall 
uath absolute ceitainty and in fixed degice Fine 
IS useless, because it j ou fine lightly 3 ou do not 
punish the man, u bile a heai"^ fine is so diflicult to 
leahze that the liighei 3udicial officeis object to 
them, and impiisonment is bettei 111 cieiy uaj 
I should legaid the mattei puieh fiom the Bur- 
man point of Tien, mthout legaiding in the least 
the discomfoit, 01 haidship, 01 suftenng of natiaes 
of India If they choose to come to this countiy 
thej' must accept the conditions theie 

The impiovement alluded to in mj' iviitten 
answei No 58 is that indicated in ansuei No 59 , 
vtz , this incieascd ngoui 
In regard to opium we have found that some 
Burmans would not register at all and that others 
legistered eagerly to enable them leally to sell to 
other non-iegistered consumers I regaid the 
registering as uttcrlj' untnistw orthj The Bui- 
mans use alcohol The use is extending, both tho 
modeiate and excessive use The best Buimans 
take no intoxicant of any land 

I have ne\er heaid of the use of ganja bj the 


Siamese The Shans in Meigui distnct aie almost 
imanably Siamese I know nothing of cultiva- 
tion by them 111 that distnct 

Letter from Coioneii Speahman appended 
to Jits evidence 

1 lime the honoui toimite the attention of the 
Hemp Drags Commission to mj evidence gi\ en on 
the 6th instant, and to request that so much of this 
evidence as relates to ganja being “ maiketable ” 
maj be considered and dealt with in the light of 
the following lemaiks 

2 I accepted the woid “maiketable,” which 
w'asnot mine, wnthout claiming, as peihaps I ought 
to hare claimed, a definition of the meaning the 
Commission put on thewoid I accepted it, not 
in the last sense gnenin IVebstei’s Dictionaiy, 
but in one of tlie otheis, ttz , “ saleable ” Those 
who want to biij' can buj it f )s to be oot I 
meant it to be understood that in mj opinion, as 
founded in what I behcietobelegitmiatcinfeiences 
tiom such facts as hm c come undei mj own obseii- 
ation and as I hm e, as a mattei of dutj 01 otber- 
wasc, sncceeded in \enf31ng, persons not knowai or 
suspected to be in tho publio ■menace 01 emploj ed as 
sjnes 01 infoimeis can, walh lask to themselves, 
grcatei 01 less, accoiding to siinounding facts and 
ciicumstaiiccs, at a cost winch can be measured on 
each occasion onlj , and wath a dclav winch could 
onlj be Eimiiailj measured, obtain ganja 

S Bneflj, but fully and accuiatelv stated, my 
belief is that in mj' Dmsion, and I decline to 
speak for any other, ganja is “ maiketable “ aa 
smuggled tobacco is in England 


2 Evidence of Lietitenant- Colonel C B Cooke, Commtsstoner of JPegu 


1 The people of Buima not being addicted to 
the use of hemp drags, mj oppoituiuties of obtain- 
ing infoi matron have been few 

2 "Se chauk” 01 “diied medicine” is the 
oidinaiy name applied to ganja (flat 01 lound) bj 
the Bmmese It is also kiiowai as “blun ” 

S It IS said to glow spontaneonslj in paits of 
Uppei Burma 

7 Its cultnation is foibidden bi law^ 

35 The use of the drag is piohibitcd in this 
piovince The piohibition is intended to piotect 
the indigenous population fiom acquinng a liabit 
which IS by some persons held to be a cause of 
insanity 

The alien population of Burma at the time that 
the prohibition was ordered was insignificant in 
nnmbeis, in the twentj jeais since the prohibition 
w'as ordered that population has piobablj" mcieased 
600 fold, and the difficulties of enforcing the prohibi- 
tion hare also mcieased, but still, I think, the | 
prohibition should not be annulled 

36 No 

63 Yes , I think it should be left unchanged 

68 None are licensed 

69 The wishes of the people are consulted 
usually before any new excise shop is Inensed 

Oral Evidence 

\ 

Question 1 — It is moie than 25 yeais smee 
I fust came to Bmma, but I passed seven yeais 
out of this period in Central India I was Assist- • 

I 


ant Secietan to Sir Ashlej' Eden when the 
icpoit was made, in which tliD piohibition of the 
hemp drug was imtiated I lime passed the 
greater pait of mv Burma senace in Upper 
Burma, citliei as Political Officer at Bhamo before 
the annexation, 01 as Deputj Commissioner and 
Commissioner Since that time I lime ne\ei 
sened in the Ai-akan Dmsion, the cucumstauces 
of which aiexerj diffoi cut from those of the rest 
of Burma, the natives of the country bemg legaid- 
ed by the trae Burmese as foieigneis 

Questions — Ihaieneiei known the drag to 
be used as a narcotic by the Buimans I am 
awaie that the plant is said to bo giowm in 
Buima, and I hare heard that the leaves are 
occasionally used in llavounng cuines, but I have 
not heaid that the plant is cultnated m Buima, 
so as to make tho lesin accumulate in the flower 
head I have had no expenonce of the Shans in 
then owm States, so I cannot confiim 01 contradict 
the statements made by the ex-Sawbwn of Nj^an- 
gjrae, who piobablj^ knew what went on in his 
own State 

I have seen the plant giowang spontaneously 
outside some three villages in Ujipei Burma 
among the rabbish heaps, but it was a meie weed 
not grown £01 any purpose Tho plant was pomt- 
ed out to me, 01 I should not have kiiowm it 
This expenence and wdiat I have heaid foims the 
foundation of my wiitten answei that the jilant 
glows spontaneously in Uppei Burma I heard 
about the existence of this spontaneous growth 
soon aftei tho wai I have alto heaid of the 
cultivation for the leaves, but none for the 
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fibre, tb^ leaves being used botli in flavonnng 
dishes, as I have stated above, and also for medi- 
cinal pm poses It IS used, I know, foi treating 
elephants, and I believe this practice was biought 
from India The Bmmese name of the plant is 
bhm-bin 

Q,ueHion 85 — Most of us officers m Bmma 
know flat and round ganja, but chaias and bhang 
are not Icnown, and these substances might pio- 
bably be imported without chance of detecrton 
There is no doubt tliat ganja is now bemg import- 
ed in laiger quantity than it was at the time of 
the prolubition There aie now more Indians in 
Burma, and tliercfoie the dru^ is more m demand, 
and finds a ready sale at a high pnce I thmk 
the drag sells m Burma for half its weight of 
sih ei I think I may say, that it can always be 
obtained at this pnce, but I ha\e no facts to 
support the idea I do not thmk the people of 
India who arc addicted to the drag would go 
without it , but I cannot speak with any certainty, 
becanso I am not brought muoli into contact with 
natives of India Prosecutions for smuggling are 
reported in the monthly letmns furnished by 
Magistrates subordinate to me I should say that 
on the aid age there u as as much as one case in 
eieiy Mamstiate’s court in every month I cannot 
speak toi Kangoon, as the magistenal retm-ns from 
the ton n do not come to me The amounts ivith 
which these cases are concerned are generally small 
The piosecutions are generally tor posse»sioii of the 
drag and not for smuggling Tlie offenders aic 
generall} Chittagonians oi Bui mans, the lattei of 
whom I belieie are only go-betweens m the trade, 
for I do not hear of thou tong consumers of the 
drug My Dinsion does not march with the Shan 
States or Siam I had to do with the Siam bordci 
when I was Commissioner of Tenassenm, but I do 
not remember to hai c heal'd of a single case of 
smugglmg o\cr that fiontior 

Mlicn I spoke abo\e of the possibility of getting 
ganja in the market, I used ganja in the general 
sense as applying to tlio narcotic in any foim, 
including cliaras and bhang I do not think that 
ganja, using the avord to denote the long dned-up 
sticks wath bunches of the resinous parts of the 
plant attached, can be so easily procured Un- 
doubtedly it was smuggled, I belie; e veiy laigely, 
thiough the post office during the three jeais after 
oui occupation of hlandalay The smell of the 
drug was concealed by puttmg up dried fish oi 
diied meat in the package Two parcels of this 
kind weie sent to me by the Postmastei of Man- 
dalay m 1888 The postmasters send parcels to the 
Distnct Magistrate when they have reason to sus- 
pect smuggling I don't know of any oideis on 
this subject, but there may be oidors m the Postal 
Department We leward the postal peons who 
bung the parcels, and I believe the rewards are 
distnbuted by the postal authonties In the cases 
I dealt wath, the addressee was present, and the 
parcel was opened before him These parcels were 


addiessed to Madiasis, and, I believe, they came 
from the Madias Piesidency The magistenal 
returns would not show the details connected with 
the detection of the drugs, beyond the weight of 
the drag discovered 

I remember that when recommending the pro- 
hibition of the hemp drag, Su Ashley Eden 
remarked to me that it was too late to piohibit 
opium m the same way, though he would have 
wished to do so, because shops had been opened and 
the use established for sei’^enteen yeais Since the 
piohibition was established, no stiong measures ha\e 
been taken to enforce it , but in cases of detection 
punishment has been ngoious I think the large 
numto of prosecutions and the inconvenience in- 
lolved in seal dies do undoubtedly requue strong 
justification I think they cannot be legaided as 
having succeeded m lespect of the natives of 
India They weie much more successful dming 
the first ten yeais than they have been since the 
Hige influ'^ of natives of India The pnme 
object of these measuies, howevei, was in the 
inteiest of the Bmmans, and it has been fully re- 
alised If after some years' experience the licensing 
system in leraid to opium was found to succeed, 
I should withdraw my objection to the adoption 
of a similai system for ganja 

Que'ciion 45 — I was Political Officer m Bhamo 
fiom 1874 to 1877 I know something of the 
practice of the natne Town Magistiate of Manda- 
lay under Bui'mese rales An insane would not 
be taken notice of as long as he was haimless If 
violent, he would be dealt -with summanly, and 
locked up in jail 

(^uestton 59 —I do not see how the prohibition is 
to be moie stnctly enfoiced than at present, 
because, I underatand, the plant glows spontan- 
eously in many places m Upper Buma, and alwajs 
contains the naicotic propeities though it may 
not be in the foim of trae ganja On the othei 
hand, I could not lecommend any lelavation of the 
prolubition, because the obstacles the Government has 
placed in the way of the Buimans procuring opium 
w ould be likely to make them turn to the hemp 
drag if it were legally procurable The obstacles 
leferied to consist in the piohibition to supply 
opium to any Buiman who is not a registered 
consumei I do not think a similai measuie in 
regard to ganja would be practicable any more than 
the measure is likely to be in regard to opium, foi 
an uniegistered consumei will be able to get his 
supply thiough a native of India, and in the same 
way a legisteied consumei will be able td get moie 
than hiB legal allowance Even if ganja could 
not be obtained from the plant as grown m Burma, 
I should still be averse fiom licensing its sale, 
because I consider that the lieensmg system raises 
up a class wdiose interest it is to spread consump- 
tion I think that any licensing system would 
be far less effectual as regaids the Burmese than 
the present piohibition 


3 Evidence ofM.^ J E 'S>KniGT:&, Gommtssioner of the Eastei'n Eiviaion 


With reference to the pnnted questions which 
have lieen sent to me, I have the honour to inform 
you that as ganja and preparations of ganja are for- 
bidden m Burma, the onlj personal knon ledge I 
have of ganja has been derived from cases which 
have come before me as a Magistrate in Lower Bur- 
ma The accused m ganja cases were always na- 
tives of India, and ihe drug was produced in the 
dried state In Upper Burma, I have noticed in 
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the diaries of Excise Officeis that mfoimation is fre- 
quently received of the cultivation of ganja, and 
tliat sev'cral seizures of ganja have been made In 
a recent ease in the Kyaukse distiiot a policeman 
fiom Ingon was convicted of cultivatmg ganja and 
the Sergeant of- the police station of abetting the 
offence 

As my personal knowledge of the matter is mea- 
gre, I have not answered the pnnted questions, but 

8 E 
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I liave made inquines from the township and othfcr 
office! 8 whom I have recently mety and I submit 
their statements 

These statements show that gan]a is well known 
in Uppei Burma as an intoxicant and an aphro- 
disiac and an antidote foi fever, that it was used 
hy a compaiatively small numboi of people, that it 
is known by Buimese doctors as a cuie tor dvsen- 
teiy and diaiilioea, and that it is widely used in the 
tieatment of diseases of elophantsj 

I have recently had an opportunity of meetmg 
some of the ex-Mimsters and other oflicials m Sfan- 
dalay I have not, liowevei, taken then statonients 
as they do not belong to the Eastern Division 
The Mandalay Myowun infoimed me that the use 
of ganja was well-known in Upper Bnima, and 
that befoie the reign of King Miiidon it vVas uide- 
Ij used, the Ministers at Couit mixing it with the 
tobacco of then cheroots It was also used as an 
aphrodisiac at the couit, sometimes muxcd vvnth 
other mgiedients and sometimes taken pure in 
small pills In King Mmdon’s time the use of 
ganja was prohibited togethei vvnth Other intoxi- 
cants (bein-bin-ehavvza-ayot), hut the piohibition 
VI as not strictly enforced as regards ganja The 
ev-Njanng}ne Saw Manng infonned me that 30 
pel cent of the Danus (residents of the Mv elat oi 
Intel mediate States between Buraia and tlie Shan 
States) and 20 pei cent of the Shaiis smoke ganja 
He stated that the drug was also widely used bj 
Kachins, who use the fibic to make cloth The 
plant IS usually cultivated and does not glow wild, 
and incisions aio made below the flower fiom vv lueh 
3Uice exudes 

I was also infonned that ganja is largely used 
hy persons exposed to damp, such as lisUcrmcn 
Accoiding to a Burmese saying ganja inspues fear, 
h^uor gives courage, and opium pioducos polite- 
ness 

This IS all the information I hav e been able to 
elicit in the limited time at mj' disposal, as the let- 
tei of the Financial Commissionoi forw aiding the 
punted questions is maiked uigoiit The inform- 
ation obtained appeals to show that a gieat deal of 
infonnation could be obtained on the subject bj 
fuithei inquirj , especially in the Myelat and the 
Shan States 

Maung Kye, Mjook of Yametliin, states — In 
the time of Burmese, there weie about 20 poisons 
111 the whole of Yametlun who smoked ganja 
These people belonged to the lowest class, and were 
those wnthout any occupation The habit of smok- 
ing ganja is considered as bad as smoking opium 
I have nevei seen any one who indulged iii this 
drug stout and stiong Ganja plants used to be 
sown in the town by those who used it It was 
no offence to sow ganja Ganja was said to be in- 
toxicating I do not hiow how it was sown and 
prepared 

Maung Lu Maung, Thugyi of Yindaw (Yamethm 
distiiot), states — 

There weie in Bmmese times five persons in 
Yindaw who grew ganja plants, for their own use 
Tliey belonged to the lowest class Ecspectable 
people never indulged in the use of this diug The 
habit of ganja smoking was imported from the 
Shan Stages, where ganja was and is still cultivated 
largely Ganjaiis said to keep off cold and feveii 
It IS still used medicinally by some suffering 
from long-standing dysentery and diaiihoea The 
habit of smoking ganja is not so bad as opium, as 
it does not affect the constitution as much as the 
latter I do not know how gania is planted and 
piepaied 


Maung Gyi, Myook of Lew (Yamethm distnct),' 
states 

Ganja smoking and eating were habitually pro- 
hibited by the late Burmese Government, but 
sowing was not There wei'e a few' peisons in mj 
township who giew ganja to a small extent, saj’' 
fiom ten to twenty plants It was only Kaiens 
who cultivated large quantities of ganja toi sale to 
timber tradein (Thitgaungs), who use it as medicine 
for elephants Every one possessing elephants is 
bound to keep ganja Ganja is also used tor cnnng 
dyseiiteiy and diarrlicca It is then mixed with 
sugar or jagn in equal proportion There aio 
two lands of ganja, one is black and the other is 
white I do not know the difference in the qua- 
lities of these tw'o kinds of ganja It is also used 
as an apluodisiao, being mixed vtitli birds'* nests, 
saffron, butter, plaintainS, sugar, etc Those who 
took to the habit of smoking ganja belonged to the 
lowest class There weie about ten poisons in my 
township who indulged in the use of this drug I 
was told that the flowei tops hav C more flavour and 
strength than the leaves for smoking jnirposes 
Ganja flower tops and leaves aic fii-st dned and 
made into small particles by rubbing them between 
the hands The particles are sometimes put in a 
pipe 01 in a cigar tor smoknig 

Maung Bn Le, !Mv ook of Paunglaung (Yamcthin 
district), stales as above 

jSIaung Tha Bu, Mjook of Eingaing (Kvaukso 
distnct), states — 

I belong to Lower Buima I do not know about 
ganja in Uppei Bnima m the time of the Burmese 
In Low 01 Buima I have seen several low -hied 
jxnsons indulging m the smoking of ganja 

hTaung Gv i, Head Constable of M’undvnn 
(Meiktila distnct), states — 

I was Mjingaung (cavaliy officoi) of Samcikshe 
in the time of the Buimese Whonevoi I had 
occasion to go with the troops to the Shan States, 
I saw them smoking ganja I w as told that it 
was an antidote foi fever I also saw some putting 
a little in then cuiiy It was said to be verj 
appetizing Ganja plants weie cultivated exten- 
sivelv in almost oven Shan vnllage for importation 
to the plains foi sale to elephant owneiU GanjS 
IS laigolj used in medicine foi elephants In the 
place wlieic I was Mjmgaung, I think theic was 
about one poison in a thousand wtlio smokevl ganja 

Slaung Lat, Mjook of Wundwin (i\Ieiktila 
distnct), states — 

In the time of the Bunneso I was Myothugyi 
of Pindalo There weie about 50 peisons who 
grew ganja foi smolung They all belonged to the 
low class Ganja I am told keeps awaj cold and 
fev'ei If mixed a httle in fowl curry it makes the 
currj’ sav oniy and appetizing 

Maung Khanbu Tliugv i of tYundwan fMeiktila 
distnct), states — 

There weie no one who planted ganja oi smoked 
it in Wundwin in the time of the Buimese 

Maung Po Sa, Subdivasionql Oflicei of Yametlun, 
states — ' 

Ganja is used by very few Bui mans Those 
who' use it belong to the lowest class Itisuntox- 
icating and makes one timid Constant use of 
ganja makes one insane I hav e seen two who lost 
then heads by the use of it foi about three years 
About fifteen j ears ago, when I was ui school, I ae- 
compamed a picnic party composed of school-boys 
Wepiepaied oui own food, some one for furt and to 
asceitain the effects of ganja, put a little ganjann 
the fowl ciurjf while it was being cooked _ I did 
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no know it noi did many others T\Tien we took 
oui food eveiy^one noticed that the fowl cmiy was 
exceptionally tasty They took it heartily I felt 
a peciiliai smell in the curiy, hut also ate it with 
the otheiB Of those who took it, I and seveial 
othei-s weie not affected by it m the least Two, 
I lemembei, were intoxicated and showed si^s of 
tinndity, uttenng most humiliating woids I have 
seen childien suffeiing torn dysenteiy cuied by 
nibbing ganja pounded and mixed in watei on the 
navel 

Otal evidence 

Question 1 — I have passed the whole of my ser- 
vice, seventeen yeais, in Bxuma Dmingmy flist 
two yeaiB I was in Shwegjun as Assistant Commis- 
sionei and afterwaids Subdivisional Officei Then 
I went to Bassein, which is in the Iiiawaddy Divi- 
sion, as Assistant Commissionei £oi six months 
Then I was engaged on settlement in Bassein and 
the lower part of the Henzada district for five 
years I was then Eevenue Secretary for two 
yeais, and then became Deputy Commissionei of 
Mandalay For six months I was Chief Secietary, 
and after that Commissioner, which post I have 
now held foi a little more than three 3^eai6 

I can give no fuithei information about the 
growth and cultivation of the hemp plant than is 
contained in my paper I have nevei seen the 
plant glowing I have often seen the ding pro- 
duced in court in connection with prosecutions 
The drug appeared to consist of diy leaves and was 
called gan3a I know that the ding was prohibited 
under the Burmese kings together vylth fom other 
intoMcants — opium, spirits, and two kinds of nee 
beer But only as regards opium was the prohibi- 
tion effectual, and practically no notice was taken 
of the growing of the hemp plant It was giovni 
at Meiktila Two oi three months ago a Bunnan 
was brought up for growing the plants, and he 
defended himself by sajnng he had been accustoiped 
to it all his life and could not do without it He 
was fined Bs 5 The ding is smoked in chyioots 
with tobacco and cooked with cuines A Burman 
does not inhale the smoke in smoking tobacco 
The Shans use a wooden pijie for smoking tobacco 

I never heard gania mentioned in Lower Burma 
as being smoked by Bunnans Since eommg to 
Upper Bnima I have heard of the practice Oui 
Hindustani servants used to use it m Lower Bur- 
ma In the Danu country, lying between Buima 
and the Shan States proper, it is said that everj'- 
man glows a few plants for lus own consumption 
Part of the Danu countiy is Bntisli, and some of 
the villages are in the Shpn States British officer^ 
visit the Danu countiy very little, and the prohi- 
bition has not been enforced there I have heard 
that mak plants are eradicated in the cultivation, 
one such plant only being allowed to glow The 
use of the dmg would^seem to be more common m 
the Danu countiy than among the Shans, and still 
more common among the Kachins, who arc said to 
cultivate the plant in fields The fibre they use to 
make cloths is said to be the produce of the same 
plant When grown foi the drag in the Kachin 
country the upper part of the plant is said to be 
shielded with a chatty , and the male plant is said to 
be exterminated, leavnng only one such plant stand- 
ing Cases have occurred m which the Danu 
people have been caught smuggling ganja mto 
Burma I don^t think the smuggling is general, 
because the drug is not much used down here 

In the Eastern Division I have four Superintend- 
ents of Excise, each with two sergeants, to put 
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down opium smuggling fiom the Shan States 
The establishment was working till last j ear m the 
Mandalay distnct, where it was found to be useless. 
It was therefore transferred to my Division on trial 
I believe a small establishment still remains in 
Mandalay I know of no other excise establish- 
ment in Upper oi Lower Bmma, except the Cus- 
toms Officers at the sea-ports These establishments 
as well as the regular police imtiate prosecutions 
The piosecutionsioi smuggling and illicit gi owing 
of gan3a are not numerous The} have increased 
m the Eastern Division smee the employment of 
the excise establishment mentioned above Theie 
were about nme oi ten cases last year as well as I 
lemerphei Where the ordinary police is the only 
- agency for detecting such cases it is probable that 
much less is done towards checking the growth of 
the plants and use of the drag than in the distracts 
named The pioseeutions come to my notice 
through the diaries of the Excise Officers and the 
monthly letuins of the Magistrates 
, The Burmans generally approve of the prohibi- 
tion of drags As a people they disapprove the use 
of the drag I cannot say what is the feeling of 
the Hindus I do not think the prohibition has 
had any effect in my Division , those who used to 
consume the drug still do so The Buimans never 
used it to any great extent, and they do not now 
I think the drag can always be got if it is wanted 
Every native of India manages to get it When 
enqmry was made on receipt of the Commission's 
questions, specimens of the drags were without 
difficulty procured from a sweeper I was told that 
my malt had grown it in my ovrtr garden, though 
it had disappeared when I went to look for it owing 
to a flood Most European officers are unable to 
lecogmze the plant, though the Bunnans geneially 
are acquainted with it 

I think the piohibition should be maintained 
If it were withdiawn the Bunnans, who aie a 
weak people, would be more likely to take to the 
drag If the prohibition were more stnctly en- 
forced there would be difficulty in getting the drag 
for medicinal purposes, such as the treatment of ele- 
phants, and this would be considered a hardship by 
the owners of elephants and would lequue special 
provision The drag is sard to be the sole remedy 
tor most diseases of elephants 

I have no information about the use of dhatuia 
with gan3a In the departmental return of rmli- 
taiy police pumshments fiom the Meiktila distract 
within the last two oi thiee months I saw that 
four men had been pumshed for using dhatuia 
When I asked the battalion commandant aboui^ it 
he told me the men had used dhatura. because they 
were unable to procure opium He told me that 
the men had gone mad for a day from using it I 
don't remember havnng noticed a case of dhatuia 
having been used because gan3a was not to be ob- 
tained I don't remember a policeman having ever 
been pumshed for using gan3a Betmns of punish- 
ments of military and cml police were not, however, 
sent to the Commissioner till the last three oi four 
months 

The only forms of smuggling gan3a of which I 
have any knowledge are those desciibed above in 
the eastern frontier and smuggling through the 
post office A Havildar of the'militaiy police was 
recently punished for smuggling jn the latter way 
Ab a Magistrate at Bassein I used to have to try 
cases of gan3a seized on boaidship In Upper 
Burma the growth of the plantun a small way by 
consumers for theu own use is general, but the 
consumers are few The consumer, therefore, finds 
no difficulty in gettmg his supply > Government 
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Im^c never di'awn special attention to the prohibi- 
tion mth a view to enforcing it stnctlj Their 
attitude has been practicallj tint of the Brnmese 
Govemment, vis , formal prohibition witlioiit stnet 
enfoi cement I bclieie, howcier, that the drag is 
giOTOi and used to a less c\tent non than it vias 


under the Buimese kings^ and I think the prohi- 
bition docs check tlie spiead of the habit among 
the Burmans I do not think the Danu people aic 
morallj, uith respect to intoxicants, a stronger 
people than the Bnrmans, but tho\ arc end to 
require the drag omng to their damp climate 


di Uvidence of Majoh BAN Pabkoi’t, Officiating Commissioner, Southern 

Division 


1 I have been in Burma nearly ti\ entj -fn o years, 
and all I know about gan 3 a is from cases biought 
befoio me in Coui-t 

2 I onlj knou ganja in the fonns of sticks and 
lea\ cs It IS called in Bumc‘=e “ sc chank ” 

3 I know of no distiicts in Buima uhcro it 
grows spontaneously 

4 I only know it by the name " sb chaiik ’’ 

5 I cannot sa) It uould grow well, I think, 
01 er most part of Burma I haic seen plants in 
Tliajetmyo and Kjaukso districts 

6 Scattered, I think 

7 I sau a little in Kyaukse district m 1888-S9, 
I think I think it uas groini for production of 
ganja 

8 I cannot saj 

9 I do not Icnow 

10 In the onh tnoca'osl can remcmlicr, one 
was an ordinary cultinitor , but, if I remember 
light, half natiie In the other, it uas a natno of 
India 

11 I do not know 

12 I do not know I think not 

13 Ganja is not allow cd in Burma 

14 I hare onlj seen ganja in tlie form of twigs 
and leaves It is used, I understand, for mixing 
with sweetmeats and cheroots, and is used onl\ by 
natwes of India, sepojs, and prostitutes 

15 I cannot saj 

IG I do not know 

17 I cannot saj Natiies of India onlj as far 
as I know 

18 I do not know 

19 I cannot saj-' 

2.0 Onlynatuesof India, sepojs, and prosti- 
tutes 

21, 22 and 23 I do not Iraow 

24 Cannot say 

25 Decrease I should say, for I have had veiy 
few cases befoie me within the past few jeare 

20 Cannot say 

27 Please sec No 20 

28 I do not know 

29 Cannot say 


30, 31, 32 and 33 Do not know 

35 Yes, it IS prohibited here It would, I 
have no doubt, lie consumed illicit Ij , but onlj to a 
small extent The nnmlier of consumers in liurma 
IS small I thmk, and no scnoiis discontent has 
occurred It would not amount to a political 
danger I cannot say ns regards (o) or (i) 

30 No , I do not think so 

37 to 39 I cannot answer these questions 

40 Not that I ha\o heard of 

41 I do not know, and luaic never heard that 
cliaras, ganja or bhang were bcneficnal 

42 I cannot say I should doubt these being 

liarmlcss ^ 

43 I do not k-nnw Mj experience of gania 
•■mokers IS very slight 

41 I cannot saj As ganja has been proluTi.ted 
here so long, and IS onlj mosth met wath in the 
waport and militarj' stations and jwsts, mv know- 
ledge of the snbjoct limited 

T what I hate seen of ganja smokers, 

1 shonld saj it ccrtainb had a noxious effect 
phv sicallj , mcntallj and morallj 

4C I am unable to diecnss the question 
47 and IS Cannot saj' 

49 Do not know It is u<=ed bv prostitutes 
Cannot saj if the use of hemp tends to produce 
impotence 

60 Cannot saj 

61 and 52 Cannot saj Mj experience of ganja 

smokers m Burma is hnuted “ 

63 I should saj it would, but cannot quote ana 
cases ^ 

54 I hara heard so, but cannot give instances 
65 I have heard so 
5C and 67 Cannot saj 

68 I think it IB working well 

69 Probably some more European Excise Inspec- 
tors would do good ^ 

00, Cl and 02 Ganja is prolubited here 
63 They arc not sold here 
64, 05, CO and 07 Not allowed here 
GS and 69 No 

70 Cannot say 


o Evidence of Mr A R. Birks, Officiating Commissioner, Aralan Division 


1 I have had no special opportumties foi 
obtaimngmformation, as my attention has not been 
diiected to the subject The infoimation now 
supplied has been given me by Mi Wadman, 
Inspectoi of Excise in this Division In one oi 
two cases I have had ganja produced m Couit, and 


lam avvaie it is sometimes sent tlnough the po«t 
office to men in the militaij police foice 

2 The Burmese name for ganja is “ se oLauk ’’ 

3 A species of wild hemp grows m the Division, 
but not abundantly 
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1. It IB Mllcd “boii all} " b} tlic Chittagf>- 
nians 

5 Isol biiown 

C It grows like a weed and is seattcred 

12 I bclie\e not From cnqmnes it apjiears 
that the wald hemp is of vei} little good, and onh 
iiEcd occnsionallj foi medicine 

IS Ganja dctcnorates after being kept two 
months in the damp climate of ArnJan If well 
wawpped up in cloth and put in a chatti/ inth 
padd} husks and bimed near a fire-place, it will 
stand foi about four months at the most Mr 
IVadman has scircd ganja buncd m this wa} 

19 Chans is not used here Ganja is smoked 
or put in curries and cakes It is also taken w ith 
milk "When put in cunies oi milk the juice is 
extiacted first Smoking is the most common 
way in which the drag is used 


I 20 Tiie nat les of Indua aie th< onh p.j’c 
1 who use it in this Diiasioa 

( 21 Fiat eanja , the pnr-e wint s frfijr <•, if, 

Its 15 j)cr Bccr 

J 22 The little ganja that is us«l hen sm agekti 
' from Chittagong In the phipping season a ht*’ 
is brought b} natne ac^ els from the Madras sade 

21 Bhang is not ui-ed 

25 I should sa} that ganja is more used tluaa 
formerh I belieic the mihtarv jwhc'C introduced 
into Burma since the annexation indulge in this 
when thc\ can get it 

31 There is no tendency to cxccssitc consump- 
tion After indulgence for one year the habit_is 
hard to break off 

42 I haxc nc\cr heard of any ca'es where the 
use of the drag has been found harmful 

43 Yes 


6 Evidence of Sin J K Macrae, Magistrate of Eanthaicaddg, 


Oral evidence. 

Question 1 —I ha\e been in the Burma Commis- 
sion smee 18G0 I have been in charge of ten 
distncts in all Diaasions of Lowci Burma I have 
not sen ed in Uppei Burma I have had ail the 
distncts both m the Ainkan and Tenassenm 
Divisions 

Before piohihition was introduced, I noticed that 
the use of ganja had begun in the Sandowaj and 
Kaipin distncts of Arakan The Arakanese do 
diffei £iom the Bmanans, who do not acknowledge 
them as the same race I Imow of no ca=es of use 
by pure Burmane befoie the prohibition The 
Ai-akanese have now quite abandoned the use of 
ganja I have been there m 1885-86, and nc\ er Icnew 
any mstances of use then by the Arakanese I 
know of no reason to believe that Burmans would 
have taken to ganja apart from piohibition, except 
that they aie excitable and also easily led by 
fashion Their adoption of the opium habit leads to 
the supposition that thej would haie adopted ganja 
The piohibition has succeeded m keepmg them from 
it As to natives of India, it must hai e succeeded 
in keepmg much ganja out of the country I do 
not believe that ganja is a maikctable commoditv in 
the hazais It is smuggled m small quantities, but 
no facts haae come to my notice to show that it is 
obtainable by anj one who chooses to pay high 
enough 

I am Magistiatc of the Ilanthawaddy district, 
xvith my head-quartere m Rangoon The heaxr 
eases of smuggling i-eteired to in Mr Culloden^s 
memoiandum of Ist December last have not come 
to my nobce I know notlung about tbem "Wlicn 
m charge of Akjab a few cases of smuggling (two 
or throe a year) came to my notice— seizures at the 
Customs House They were one or two cases of 
bundles of, say, about a cubic foot m bulk of ganja 
each may ear' They w ere brought in by coasting 
steamers Also some cases occurred of small quan- 
tities being found in people’s houses I bchera 


only secret smuggling m small quantities is the 
rale The police, as a rule, acted on the statements 
of informers No special mearares were taken by 
the Government to enforce the proliib’tion Thc'i 
aic all the cases of smugglmg I know In Rangoon 
I am not in the way of ncanng of cases For the 
last foni or five y ears there has been a special Excise 
Department in every distnct, or at least in certain 
distncts, in large distncts on the sca-coa^t It is 
employed on opium, spints and drags But I 
believe the estahhshment had its ongin in the desire 
to suppress opium, and also to piotect the revenue 
fiom illicit distillation and importation of spirits 
These were the two mam objects, I believe 

It 16 possible that the action already taken might 
1)0 Bupplemcntctl by furthci action, but I hav e not 
thouglit out the matter I should regaid the tax- 
ing of imports for natives of India as a licensing of 
importation, and I would oppore that I would 
hav e prohibition, pure and simple My object is to 
keep the drag fiom the Burmans, and 1 do not 
think the class of natives who use it habituaUv are 
vv anted here My cxpcncnce of natives of India is 
so limited that I really do not know about that 
In the ca'c of the army , I think that men should 
l)C recruited who do not use the drag I know 
nothing pcisonally of the effects of tlie drags in 
India But I believe from what I have heard and 
read that it would he a bad thing for Burmans to 
acquire the habit, and I do not think that the 
habits of immigrants should lie considered It is 
jioEsible that advocates of local option might think 
the same in icgard to liquor 11 ":^ by Europeans in 
Burma It is a matter of opinion I cannot sav 
Natives of India of the proper class arc required in 
Burma, and I believe tbev are not, as a rule, habi- 
tual consumers Perhaps, though general licenses 
w onld be bad, personal licenses as in the care of 
opinm, might lie giv en I lielieve in this expen- 
mcnl in regard to opium, and I think it might be 
tned in regard to ganja, that !« that the natives of 
India who UEC the drag should lie comjKlled to be 
registered, and it should be prohibited to Burauns. 


7 Evidence of Mb K G Bubne, Ecpitiy Covimmionei , Mandalay, 

1 I have bad bttle or no opportunity m Burma | extent cultivated for medicana! purpr^^, clnffiv for 
as the cultivation of liemp is prohibited, though m j cattle, I believe , but the cultivation was pul a stop 
1891, as mentioned further on, hemp was to a small i to 
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Wlnt IS Ictiown as ganja or ‘ee clinuk' is 
smuggled into Burma fiom India tii? the post or bj 
steamei by natives of India 
In 189lj 361 tolas of ganja neie seized, of which 
300 tolas came fiom India In 1892, 67i from 
Shan States and India In 1893, 10,780 loins 
fiom Shan States and India, of which 9,897 tolas 
came finm India, but none fiom Biinna, as fai as 
known. 

3 The hemp plant ■yvas found cultivated to a 
small cv-tent in some parts of the Madaya and 
Pymulwm townships of this distnct in 1891, bnt 
measuies weie at once taken, and theic is at the pre- 
sent time no hemp giown at all 

4 By one name, ganja oi sd ohaiik 

5 I am not aware of any special conditions 
In places wheie it was giown the rainfall ranged 
fiom 30 to 50 inches pei annum, and elevation 
fiom about 800 feet to 3,600 above sea level 

7 None Imown heie 

19 Ganja so called, oi eC chauk, used to be used 
foi medicinal puiposes only in this distinct Except 
bj natives of India 

35 (a) Yes, as in Biiima 
(c) By tlie existing excise Ian 
(rf) I cannot say The Burmese do not con- 
sume any of these dings pure and simple, bnt the 
gan]a with mgredients foi medicine | 

(e) I cannot say 
(/) Piobably 

54 Not in Burma ns fai as my own cvponcnce 
goes 

Oral evidence 

I hav c boon in the Burma Commission for Iwcnly - 
two years I have served m the Tenas'cnm, Ir- 
rawaddy, and Pegu Dmsions of Lower Burma, and 
have been in Mandalay (Upper Burma) since 1891 
I remember the prohibition of 1873 I was 
then m the Tenasscrim Division in the Amherst 
district There was no ganja shop there So I 
know nothmg about the effects of the prohibition 
In 1882 I was in the Hangawaddv district 
(Baugooii) , but I cannot say any thing about the 
effect of the amendment of the law, inasnuieh as 
ca^es of illegal possession did not, so far as I 
remember, come under my notice 

Soon after I took charge of JIandalay district 
in 1891 my attention was drawn to the subycct 
I have no recollection of casps before tliat In 
1891 I found that hemp was grown in gaidens, 
compounds, and cleaied yards round houses in tins 
district There was no extensive cultivation bv 
any individual no field cultivation, but individuals 
had plants, I was told, planted for their own use 
It was reported to me by local oflleers, because excise 
was being specially' looked alter in connection with 
opium smuggling It vv as the measures taken in 
connection with the detection of opium smuggling, 
which was believed to bo common, which brought 
thip ganja cultiv'ation to light It yvas not general 
or over an extended area , but I cannot say that it 
was not formal cultivation I believe it was gene- 
rally foi medicinal purposes for man and beast , 
but it may have been used for smoking I issued 
order, 'under the cognizance of the Commissioner, 
warning the people that this was illegal, and that 
those who cultivated the drug would be piosecuted 
A few piosecutions did follow, one or two cases, as 
an example I believe this was the first action of 


the kind taken in this distnct aftei the extension of 
the Excise Act to Upper Burma in 18S8 I do not 
think that the coiicspondence with the Commission- 
ci would thiovv light on the amount of cultivation 
I know of no piohibition of cultivation under 
Bumese rale, and I hav o been told by Burmese 
oflicials that cultivation went on then I believe 
that theie is now no cultivation iii tins district 
I have made ciiquincs, and the leports of all my 
oflleers show that the cultivation docs not exist 
I have not myself seen the plant growing I 
should not lecognize it 

The figures given in my paper (aiiswei No 1) 
regarding Ecizuies refer to my own distnct only 
They aic taken fiom the lecoids of piosecutions oi 
of ca^es of ganja seized without di'-coveiy of the 
offender I cannot explain the iiiciea=e in 1893 
But of the 10,780 tolas foi that v car, over 7,000 
tolas vveic found in a box which came from India 
It was discovcicd by the customs officials, vv ho 
warned us The consignee was a native of India, 
and a jictty trader I iindenstaiid that he got the 
drug to sell The figures I have given in my' 
paper are tigiiies foi seizin cs They show the 
ca'-cs that have come to light Tlicie were pro- 

bably many races that did not come to light I 
think that such a largo amount of smuggling 
would not indicate that all was to lie used locally 
The imyiortcis might hope to dispo-e of the drug 
ovei all Upper Burma I do not think they 
vv ould expect to create a demand Thci C is a demand 
among sepoy 6, military police, and other natives of 
India There were some othoi seizures lu 1893, 
amounting in one case to 800 tolas and many 
small items, and totalling altogether 10,180 from 
India Other cases were of military poliec le- 
tnriiing from duty in the Shan States I cannot 
give any sjiccial iea=on foi the great activitv in 
1893 But it may haveliccn due to the fart that 
lioops and million police weic on duty moie in 
1891 and 1892, and centred here more in 1893 
There has been special cstablishmont off and on 
since 1891 , but it has been largely i educed last 
year M''d have still one Supeniitendent, one 
Inspectoi, and eight Seigeants The Seigeanls are 
stationed wheie theie are police The reason of 
the reduction was to spiead the establishment ovei 
a larger area, as its concentration m this district 
was held not to produce good rc-iilts 

The boundai-y of the Shan States against Jlanda- 
layisaverv easy one foi ‘imuggling It is jungle, 
in parts uninlmbited This applies more or less to 
all the eastern boundanes 

The cases of smuggling through the jwst, which 
have come to light, haye been consignments to 
mi'itaiy men, npt to the general pnbln! There 
me only five Bui mans in respect to whom any 
seizaiie has been made diinng the last thice yearn 
All the rest are natives or India In the case 
of postal consignments, detection has been by' the 
postal authoiities 

The practice heie is foi the post office authonties, 
when they suspect a jiaicel, to give intimation 
to the Revenue Officois before delivery 

As fai as my expoiienee goes, the general opimon 
of Bill mans in resjiect to piohibifion is one of in- 
dilfeience I have heaiil a Bui man official declare 
that he thought the piohibition washaidon the 
pooiei pieople using the drag mcdicinallj, chiefly 
foi cattle and jiouies, not so much foi human 
beings But generally the attitude is not of 
indifeience 
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8. JEoidence ofMA-SQU "W F H Gbet, ti’Spilli; GommissionPr^Toungoo 


1 Person il obsouation and the icporis of sliboi- 
dinates 

0 Piome and Slu^cbo It is not abundant in 
eitlioi 

1 The BurmebO name is bmg 

7 Xo 

12 I ha\c hoard that it is sometimes cnltnatcd 
in toiingn as in the Piomo distriet^ but the practice 
is uncommon 


41 I aih infoimed that fishfeimeh behfeife tliat 
by theusfe of gdnja then poweis 6£ diving Slid 
lefnaining undei waiei can be' incieased, and that, 
in spite of the piohibitiontj it is occasionally used 
by them with this 6b]feot 

67 No 

I have no information whatevei with regard to 
the questions left unansweied 


9. Ecidenbc of Mil A. M B Iitrt'iK, 

1 Onlv police lepoits of prosecutions foi pos- 
sessing gall] a 

2 I have never come aeio's chains Gaiija is 
(allied hv BiumanK“'^C cliatih,” which means 
‘drv drug" or“di-v tobicco" In Akvnb it is 
called ginzn The specimens I have seen mav iiave 
l)cen ganja or may have liecn bhang, I do not 
know 'file Burmanb make no distinction 

d I do not know of anv 

] t Not that I know of 

1*' I do not know 

22 From Bengal, I liolieve 

2a Prettv sfntionan, I think 

26 I do not know 

27 I liehcvc ganja is largely consumed m 
Burma bv natives of India I kmovv it is in 
Akvab I think the prohibition of possession has 
verv little effect So fai as I am awaic, Bnrmans 
never tcxik kmdlj to hemp dnigs 

dl It IS consumed ilhcitlv, and prohibition can, 

I think, never lie vvhollv Kucccssful 

4 3 I llimk to 

51 I never detected anv connection liotwcen 
them 

5 3 No , I know of no ca'c 

Oral cvidtnbc. 

Qiieslton ] — I hive Wn scvenfivm joars in the 
Cml Service I joined the service m 1876 and 
came to Burma m 1877 I have served in all diva- 
f ions of Low er Buma and not in Uppci' Burma at 
all 

Question S7 — ^I have sciacd two jcarsin Akjab, 
andnij vvaatten answer is liascd on that cvpoiicnce 
and fa(*tB which came to mj notice fiom 1S81 to 
1833 in Eangoon 1 have come across no iiiBtancc of 
I onsuihplion of the hemp diaig by Bnrmans, cv cn the 
Aiakanc*^* The Arakancbo regaid thcmsclveb ns 
a distinct race aild hate tlic Buiananb' The police 
report*: I refer to in vvnlten answer to question No 
1 are the first and final reiwiis of offences I have 
not dealt watli anv cases of smuggling or illegal 
sse‘:‘:ion Miice I have Ixien Distiict Magistrate 
lecollect that ca‘-cs of smuggling did occui on 
British India ships coming to Akvab I have 
no information about smuggling bj native ciaft, 
though it iH pssiblc it occurs I cannot lecollect any 
facts conncclc'd vnth the smuggling into Bangbon 
I ha " ' of prosecutions iit the 

Shw , ^ went to Bangoon In 

Akj all cci tainlv ganja can be lioiight in the bazai 
I have never made practical test olthe fact, iioi do 
I know the pnee the drag sel's at 


Deputy Commissioner, Than aioaddy 

1 do nof think my statement that prohibition of 
possession has verj little effect is too stiong as 
rcgaids Arakan, where my cxpnencd is most le- 
Cent I am not so suic that the same stdtetnent 
would apply to Rangoon , but I think it is probably 
tnie theie also It is true, I behove, that the Indian 
population m Burma is incieasmg My answ(}i to 
question 25 may be lead as applying to fhe habit 
and the pioportion of eonsumcra, and not to the 
total consumption 

I tluiik that the working of the piohibition is a' 
means of oppicssion by the police and a cause of 
corruption among them The Assistant Commis- 
sioner of Akjabj who has to deal wath the prosecu- 
tions, used to class a ^leat many cases as intenfion- 
allj false, which means that fho cases vveiegot up 
bj the informers or the police or evcise offiCera 

Qvesixon 59 — I do not think the present prohi- 
bition causes any discontent, and that, therefore, it 
wouldbeunwiSetowathdrawit without very strong 
reasons The Burmese certainly do not teel any 
discontent, and I think the people of India can 
get the drug when they want it This is not 
satisfactory , it is true But I cannot make any 
definite recommendation regarding changing the 
Ej stem, because I have not formed any opinion re- 
garding the liarmful effects of the drug If it 
were proved that the dmg were more harmful 
than opium, I should probably be in favour of 
maintaining the present prohibition at ail costs 
But if it IS not sufhcientlj harmful to justify total 
prohibition, I would advise what I proposed for 
opium before the Opium Commission, vis , that 
poBscssion should olily be permitted to licensed 
individual wathout distinction of race^ and that 
part of the revenue should bb raised by such 
licenses Tlie remainder of the rev enue woilld be 
raised as before, that is to Say, in the case of opium 
bv the (6c for the right of selling and the fixed 
duty on the drug, and in the case of gaiija by the 
right of selling only Tlie light of shle should be 
granted on fixed fees, and not by auction If it 
were feasible to fix the puce of ganja as the price of 
opium 18 fixed, my p-oposal would not bo fiffcoted 
A iKiint', however, t'o be kept in vievv would be the 
equalisation of the wliolesalc pnee in different piov- 
inces Expenence shows that in the case of opium 
diffoienccs of pnccarc an inducement to smuggling 
I do not think it is likely that the Buimans would 
ever take to ganja, foi they have not taken advan- 
tage of the oppoiiunities, such as they aie, which 
liavc alieady piesented themselves, though fliey 
have taken to hquoi and’ opium leadily enough 
Amongst the best class of Burmansjiheie aie some 
consumeis of liquor and'dpium Total abstinence 
IB not in practice a veiy stiong sentiment, though 
the lehgious injunction is veiy stnet 
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10 Evidence of Mr H Adamson, Deputy Commissioner, 31eikhla 


1 The expenence o£ sixteen yeais^ Tvoik as an 
Assistant Comimssionei and Deputy Commissionei 
in Buima As, howevei, bhang, chaias and ganja 
nave been piolubited in Buima foi twenty yeais 
and more, all dealings in these drugs aie secret, and 
an official hears very little about them 

2 The defimtions are correct 

8 I understand that the hemp plant, from which 
drugs can he got, does not grow spontaneously here 
hut must be cultivated 

4 The bin-pin or segyaukpin I believe they 
are the same plant The bin-pin is not to be 
confounded with thebein-pin, which is the poppy 

7 It IB cultivated secretly in gardens occasional- 
ly, and it IS said that the soil of almost any garden 
in the country is suitable for its production 

13 It IB altogether piolubited 

14 Whether they are piepaied oi not, I cannot 
say , but all these aie to be found in the possession 
of natives of India, who secretly traffic in them 

20 Natives of India, such as mihtaiy police, 
camp followers, shoemakers, mehters, etc Veiy 
few Buimans use it 

22 The charas used is almost entuely imported 
from India 

25 Its use among Burmans is so trifling as to 
be scarcely worth notice 

33 Bin or ganja used to be classed with opium 
in the time of Burmese rale, and its use was nomin- 
ally prohibited 


35 As regards natives of India, I am doubtful 
But the piohibition during the past twenty years 
has certamly had the effect of pi eventing the vice 
fiom spreading fiom Indians to Buimans 

40 Yes , ganji was used foi dysentery by 
Bmmese doctors, and it is considered invaluaWe as 
a medicine for elephants 
43 Yes 

68 I consider that the present system of locally 
prohibiting these drags is woikmg well, and I 
think that it should not be in any way changed 
70 In the instraotions to witnesses it is stated 
thatthe Commission are anxious to know whether 
the consumption of charas and bhang has increased 
since the piohibition of ganja 'There appears to 
be a misapprehension, as the prohibition of ganja 
has always meluded the prohibition also of chaias 
and bhang Prosecutions foi illegal possession of 
ganja are common enough But there have been 
very few prosecutions with regard to either chaias 
or bhang I cannot say why, as these drags are 
common enough I had no difficulty m procuimg 
a piece of chaias from the bazar here foi my own 
inspection through a sei-vant It is said to sell tor 
its weight in silver It is quite clear that, not- 
withstanding the prohibition, these drags aie 
smuggled into the country to a considerable extent, 
for they are in common use among natives of 
India But it is certain that then use among 
Bmmans is quite insigmfieant, and I have no 
doubt that this fact is due m great measuie to 
then use being piohibited by law 


11 Evidence of Mr H Gf. Batten,* Deputy Commissione ) , Hlergui 


1 I have served in the Burma Commission since 
Apnl 1878 and have been located in the following 
towns and distncts of Burma, — Eangoon, Pegu, 
Moulmein, Hanthawaddy, Henzada, Myanoung, 
Sandoway, Thayetmyo, Thongwa, and in Meigm 
since January 1890 I was on the Kumaon 
Commission, North-West Provinces, fiom Octobei 
1869 to Apnl 1873 Hemp was extensively giown 
in Kumaon and Gaihwal, and I had good oppoitu- 
mties of becoming acquainted with the plant 

2 In Meigm the hemp plant is known as the 
pi-san-bin, the plant from which nets and ropes 
are made The drag is generally known as seg- 
yauk, 01 the medicine which induces nervousness oi 
flight — a narcotic m fact 

3 I have only noticed the indigenous wild plant 
in this district, Meigui, wheie it is abundant 
throughout 

4 Pi-san-bin is the only name given foi the 
hemp generally 

5 The soil should be rich alluvial loam, climate 
hot and damp, low level Hemp used to be culti- 
vated to some extent before the Act piohibitmg it 
tame into force throughout the district 

6 Dense in open spaces oi clearings 

7 Not now, except secretly for (o), (J), (c), and 
to a very small extent 

8 and 9 Nil 

10, 11 and 12 No ' 

13 Nil Possible all over the district 


14 None, except illicit In January 1891 I 
convicted a Siamese man for giowmg hemp in a 
village in the Tenasseiim township He was a 
known bad chaiactei and was at the same time 
convicted under Aims Act He giew the plant to 
prepare the ganja 

15 The flowers and leaves are simply dried and 
used for smokms: 

16 (a) and (i) Yes 

(c) No 

17 No particular class 

18 The climate would injme any such drag 
after a short period 

19 Poi smoking only Formerly, before the 
growing of hemp was prohibited, people used the 
leaves of the cultivated hemp foi mixing with then 
cmnes 

22 Foieign, imported illicitly fiom India and 
fiom acioss Siamese fiontiei The Subdimsional 
Officer, Mahwun, recently convicted a militarj 
policeman (Guiklia) for possession of ganja 
piocuied, he said, from acioss the nvei 
(Siamese temtoiy) ■ 

25 Hardly prevalent, except by a few natives of 
India and Siamese 

27 Ganja, IS smoked by the Punjabis and Hin- 
dustanis in the Police and Survey, and habit acqmr- 
ed before there arrival Also by Siamese who 
come into our territones The Siamese growing 


* Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral esamiuation, but was unable to appear 
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hemp and smoking ganja is to a great extent in 
in their own country 

30 In sohtude generally By males chiefly 

31 (a), (i5) and (c) Yes 

32 None that I know of 

33 All use of narcotics is foibidden by the 
Buddhist law, and persons addicted to use of same 
are held in disrepute I believe the same holds 
good amongst the Siamese, who are bound by the 
same laws 

34 No 

35 Already illicit in Burma 

36 No 

40 (a) No 

(fi) Yes, for elephants 

41 No 

42 Even the moderate use seems to affect the 
neivous system 

43 Yes, as far as I know 

44 (o) Exciting 
(4) No 

(e) Yes 

(d) and (e) No 
(/) Only a short time 
(y) Yes, depression of spurits 
(4) Yes, like most narcotics 

45 (a) and (4) Yes 
(c) and (d) No 

(s) Induces laziness 

(/) Yes , persons become temporarily imbecile, 
lauglimg or crying, and behave in a childish way 

46 Two Punjabi policemen in the Reserve 
Police became insane from the excessive use of the 
drug 

47 I believe not 

50 Habitual and excessive use is said here to 
produce impotence 

51, 52, 53 and 64 No 

55 I nevei heard of any such cases in Burma 

58 Total prohibition, such as is sanctioned for 
Burma, only system possible 


JUxtract from letter ft om BatteKajj- 
pended to Ins evidence 

Question 87 .- — I am indebted to Mr Leslie, 
Assistant Superintendent of Police, for most of the 
infoimation which I can gn e on the subject Mr 
Leslie has been m the distnct since 1861, and Ins 
spent most of his time on the Siamese frontier on 
the Packchan 

Foimeily hemp was grown in the paits of the 
distnct populated by Siamese, that is, in parts of 
the Tenassenm township and in the Lenya and 
Mahwun township The hemp was sown and 
cultivated in cleanngs m a similar way, as is usual 
with tobacco 

The Burmans in other parts of the distnct giew 
a little hemp, using the dned leaf to mix m their 
chicken curnes 

The Siamese nse the cultivated vanety of liempi 
and, when the plant is in bud and befoie it flowersj 
the plants are plucked or cut, and the whole, dried 
leaves, buds, and stems togethei, aie dned m the sun 
and kept tied up in bundles, wrapped round with 
cloth foi use when leqnued The Siamese use this 
pieparation only foi smokmg, and the use of the 
drug is chiefly confined to men Instances of its 
use by women aie rare When the new law came 
into foice m Lower Buima, the giowmg of hemp 
on our side of the frontier practically ceased, 
though on the Siamese side it goes on to a certain 
extent, but not to the same extent as before , the 
Siamese officials, especially the Raja of Renong, 
having leabzed the baneful result of its use, dis- 
countenanced it 

Ganja may be said to be extinct, as alieady 
stated, on om side, except in a few cases of new 
ainvals fiom Siamese teintory, who procuie what 
ganja they lequire fiom acioss thefiontiei 

Since the native of India police entertained by 
the Raja of Renong weie replaced by Siamese, the 
use of ganja in Renong has been much reduced 

It IS believed that theie is still a small illicit 
tiade m ganja from Tonka and Kopa to Burmese 
ports The trade is in the hands of the Bengalis 
and Siamese lascais of the Chinese steamers trad- 
ing from these ports 

None of this ganja, as far as I can ascertaim 
comes into Mergm It is probably taken to Moul- 
mem and Rangoon foi the use of the Bengalis 
theie lesident 

Smoking of ganja is looked upon by respectable 
Siamese in much the same light as opium smokmg 
IS legarded by Burmans, and is chiefly confined to 
the lower classes 

Wild hemp giows all ovei the distnct in open 
j spaces, but is not used , the leaves of the wild 
vanety havmg neithei stiength nor flavour 


12 Emdence of Major G S Eyre, Deputy Comrmss'oner, Sagaing. 


1 Have served in Burma since 1879, and have 
exercised the powers of a Magistrate throughout this 
period m different parts of the country, vis , Hen- 
zada, Maobeng, Shwegym, Rangoon, Ak 7 ab, 
Panngde, Pagan, Pakoklni, Monywa, and Sagaing 

2 The defimtions given may be accepted foi this 
pionnce I have personally only come acioss 
bhang and ganja Both aie locally known as se 
chauk, sometimes bhang is distinguished as bm, 
a corruption oi the Indian name 

8 None 
vol vu 


7 None 

13 The possession even of ganja has been pro- 
hibited by law for the past twentj years 

14 None legally Natives of India occasionally 
cultivate a few plants, but are generally detected 
and fined A case occurred of Burmans growmg 
ganja for sale to natives of India, but they were 
detected and the plants destroyed at once 

22 Illicitly imported fiom Madras and Cakntta 

25 On the deciease Reasons I have not bad 

3r 
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any cases bi ought to couit for some years Illicit 
use, 01 sale, or possession is promptly leportcd for 
sake of the leward 

83 'Any Burman Buddhist consuming these 
drugs would be regarded as utterly abandoned 
The Buddhist scriptures entirely forbid the use of 
these drugs 

31 No, none , but natives of India use the drug 
Few respectable members of that community use it, 
and the few nho use it can get opium instead 

Of Burmans, one out of many thousands may 
itse the drug 

3 5 Total prolnbition has been in force for t\\ enty 
years past The drug is consumed illioitlj, but 
practically by natiics of India only, and to a aery 
limited extent The total prohibition docs not 
cause discontent to the Bnrman population, and 
few respectable persons amongst the natia e of India 
community consume the drug The existing prohi- 
bition is cffcctno Ileaay fines haae sufTiccd to 
reduce the consumption to a immmum Natiacsof 


India who used ganja and bhang in India probably 
use opium in Burma 
30 Certainly not 
40 Not by Burman native doctors 
43 There are too few consumers for me to gn e 
an opinion 

45 I ha\o Imown natiaes of India go off their 
heads from using bhang or ganja 

53 "Worlang avell Not capable of further im- 
proacment Very little of the drug is smuggled 
Tlie maionty of cases aie detected and oiTenders 
punished It is impossible to preieiit smuggling 
altogether 

02 The total prohibition now in force is abso- 
lutely ncccseary Were the use of the drug to be 
sanctioned, the spread of the habit aiould be great, 
and the results lamentable 

01 Import and exjwrt totally prohibited in 
Burma 

OS None 


13 Evidence of Me. "W. N Poeter, Deputy Commissioner, Upper Ohtudicin 


1 Twenty'-thice yeare’ scrvacc in Burma The 
Police and Commission 

2 In this distnct and elsewhere, so far as my 
expencncc extends, hemp of all kinds is Icnoivn as 
sb chauk Theie aie no separate names foi 
separate foims of it 

3 Does not grow spontaneously, but aeiy 
luxuiiantly, whbn planted, cieiy nhere in Burma 

4 Only EC chauk Yes 

7 No Medicine men sometimes cultiratc a jilant 
01 two foi medicinal purposes, but the fact is kept 
a eiy seci et Neai ly all the different foi ms of hemp 
aie imported by natiies of India foi their own con- 
sumption Very little is cultia ated, and that only 
aftei precautions haao been taken against detection 

17 Natnes of India usually Vciy few nati\ es 

of Burma indulge in ganya 

19 No It is put in curia, the flaaoui of 11111011 
it IS said to improa e Thcleaacsof the hemp aie 

« also occasionally smoked avath tobacco in the iorm 
of cigais by Bmmans and Shans, but instances of 
eithei use aie aeiy rare 

20 Shans in the Upper Chindaaan used to do so 
under the Buiman regime The piactice, hoaaeaci, 
aaas not aery aaade-spiead noi geneial, and since the 
British occupation and absolute piolubition, the use 
of hemp has practically disappcaied 

21 The leaaes of the hemp plant 

22 Not used 

23 Piineipally by natiaes of India, but aery' 
seldom by Bui mans and Shans 

25 Eapid decrease among Bunnans and Shans, 


owing to the absolute prohibition of the drug and 
measures adopted to enforce it The use of the 
aaiaous forms of the hemp plant is rather common 
among natia cs of India 

27 I can’t speak for natia cs of India In ca-^ 
of Burmans and Shans the practice of hemp con- 
sumption IB so aciy uncommon that infoimation in 
regard to questions Nos 20 and 27 is not aaailablc 
In fact, among thorn thoic are nohabifual consumers, 
the y oung bloods only occasionally' indulging 

81 Among Burmans and Shans it docs not 
amount to a habit They lihae no difficulty m 
icfiuining from its use, Ixicausc they so seldom talwO 
it 

33 Ilemp consumption is regarded aaath strong 
di^approaal by Bui mans and Shans 

40 Yes , both by Burman and Shan medicine 
men as a febnfugc and digestia c and remedy for 
rheumatism 

14 On Burmans and Shans its use leads to 
temporary mental derangement or intoxication, as 
it commonly happens that, aahen taken at all, which 
16 aery seldom, it is taken m excels 

46 I can’t say , the hemp habit is so infrequent 
in Burma 

49 Yes, occasionally I haae heaid ofafeav 
instances 

51 No None m the case of Burmans and Shans 
With regard to natiaes of India I can’t say 

57 The Isaacs of the hemp plant are sometimes 
eaten in cuiiy The effect is to intoxicate and 
induce sexual dcsiie 


14. Evidence of Me S H T de la Cotjeneuve, Deputy Commissioner, EalolLu, 

Upper Emma, 


1 Twenty-one years’ semce in Burma sixteen 
in Lower Burma, and five m Uppi Burma 

2 Ganya is Imoavn in this province under one 
name only', vts , sc gyaulr This is the fioavcis and 
leaves of the plant 

3 I have never seen it gioavn I haae served in 
nine districts m Lowei Buima and five in Uppei 


Burma, and haae ncaer seen the plant oi heard of 
it either as indigenous oi cultia ated 

4 Se gyauk is the genenc term for ganya 

6 Not mdigenous 

7 No 
14 No 

19. Se gyauk is not used for smokmg by the 
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n'ltives of Bama It ik used a« a tnedicme only, 
and tiiat in Ncrj Iinnfed quantities 

58 The absolute prohibition of the pioduction 


and cons-umjition of cniija in t’"!- pM.,n^' in 
1872-7 ilnb had the I'O.'t lo'd c ton •- lo 

inipro.id npjn 


15 Bmdence of Mr A L HOUGH, Deputy Commissioner, AJ yah 


1 Little or none Ghmja has Ijcen prohibited in 
Burma foi a erj many years and is not used bv the 
people of the country so far as I know 

2 Neacr saw or heard of anything but ganja 
What I Ime seen looks like diied leaves or dned 
6 pngs 

3 None in Buima to my knowledge 

14 None to iny knowledge in Buima 

19 I do not Imow how gan]a is used 

20 I Imow of no one but natives of India using 
ganja 

21 I do not know 

25 The use of ganja is, I think, on the increase 
in Burma, because the numbei of cases in court 
have, I think, increased since more nativ o of India 
troops and military police came into the countrj 
subsequent to the events of 1885 Mv' three 
years' experience as Distnct Magistrate of Rangoon 
leads me to say this, and the influx of natives of 
India steadily going on should cause this result 

26 Cannot possibly know 

35 The Financial Commissioner has asked me 
to furnish j ou with the following infonnation — 

(i) The smuggling of ganja 

(u) The success of the wstem of prohibition 
which Ins been adopted in Burma 

As regards point (i), I am inclined to tbink 
after a three years' experience as Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Rangoon town from Jlay 1890 to June 
1893, that smuggling has increased, and that it is 


due to the influx of the niivc-of Indnf’-ii' 
the Madras side, also to the iiicnrifcif nrtUL 
troops since the events of ISS', The rec. rdsrf 
cases tried and the experivtiie of the Rwiji>.in 
Dxcise and Cu=tom‘- olhters wall I think provt 
that I am in all probabihtv ntrhl It is nevv 
brought in, to some extent, bv ixvd, b it pnnrijnllv 
in Rangoon bv the crew of (he jfritidi India Pieani 
Navagation Comjianv’*- sleanicr', who pul i* in 
floating tine, and as thev come up the river -M-iine- 
vvhere about Elephant Point throw it ovcrhji’xl to 
accomplices who arc on the look-out in small L-at-, 
or tampans 

As regards the (li) jiomt, I should llimk, con- 
sidering the fact that gaiqa is not umhI In (1 h 
indigenous races of Burma, or if it w, onl^ iii verv 
sohtarj instances, that the svstem of prohibition 
has, on the whole, liecn successful , but it is bv 
no means certain w hethcr the success mav not lx* 
due to the fact that the use of opium h is tal en its 
place 1 cannot give any othei facts tosupjiort mv 
vacw The Financial Commissioner has algo d(«ire»l 
me to give the quantity of ganja smugglwl into 
this distiict dunng the past three v cars The aji- 
proximate quantity smuggled is as lollows 

ISOa-Ol 251 tolas 

1801 92 207 „ 

1892 93 . . 1,018 „ 

58 Hemp drugs arc prohibited m Burma 
60 Not produced in Burma, to mj know lodge 
63 None in Burma 


16. Evidence of Mr J S H Praseb, Deputy Commmwnei', Degn 


1 No personal expeneiice regarding the differ- 
ent naicotic products of the hemp plant Jly 
personal expenenco is only regaiding the smug- 
gling of gan]a into the pioviiicc 

My answers aie fiamed fiom cnquines made 
from the Civil Surgeon, Pegu, the Hospital 
Assistant of Kyaulctan (a native of India), the 
Subdrasional OfRcci, Pegu, and Tovniship Ollieer, 
Kyauktan, both Burman officers of long semcc 
and experience, jMi Fowlc, the Subdivisional 
Officer, Ky auktan, vv ho has seen sen ice in Uppei 
Burma, especially in M'^untho, a Buman doctor of 
tluity y eais piactico, and hir Dias, an Advocate of 
Pegu, who knows the Bmniaiis, then liabits and 
customs thoiouglily’ 

2 Two definitions of ganya aie only known — 

(a) Scgvauk or bin, which is equivalent to 

the Indian name of bhang, applied to the 
div leaves of the hemp plant, vvhethei 
male oi female 

(i) Ivah-hpu, which is equivalent to the 
Indian name of ganya oi dned flovvci- 
\wg tons of cultivated female hemp 
plants 

Charas is not known amongst the Burmese in 
tins district 

3 Before ganya was prohibited in Burma the 
hemp plant IS reported to have been abundantly 
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cultivated in Basseiii district at Clnuk Clnunggv i 
and Chauk Cliaungale, and in small qu intitie- m 
this distnct near the Yonnsand Shvvegvin dw- 
tnet, as Invvni Mr Fovvle, Subdivisional Ofiu'cr, 
Kvauktan, icports the hemp plant is grown in the 
back gardens in the Wnntho townsbip, at the base 
of the spurs of lulls radiating fiom the Mung- 
tbong yicak 

! Se gv auk or bin 

Yes 

6 Wild hemp not seen Cultivated bemyv usc-d 
to be grow n on slopes at the foot of n-ing ground 
on hills low enough to ob'am snfiieient but not tou 
much moisture 

6 The cultivated bcinp p'ants vveie phntei 
alxrat three feet apart 

7 I am not aw ore of any cultiva'ion of the 
hemp plant in this distnc' at pre oni 

S Sec answer to No 7 

9 Not known to me 

10 See answer to No 7 

11 Don’t know 

12 No 

13 Ganya has been absolutely p~ob'b ^l in ■‘•n 
piovmce for the 1 ist twenty y can- I sin v-’d^ay it 

2 j. 
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ould be impossible to cultivate the hemp plant in 
the paddy Icwins of tins distnct 

14 Not to my knowledge 

Ganja is smuggled into the province leady pie- 
paied foi use of natives of India 

15 Unable to give particulars, as the subject is 
not known to me 

16 Donrt know 

17 Formeily by Kaiens and Talaings 

18 No personal knowledge on the subject 

19 Ganja is sometimes used foi flai ouring cur- 
iies and medicinal purposes 

Chaias not known 

20 No statistics available 

21 Flat ganja 

22 Charas not Icnown 

23 Bhang IS used for smoking, chiefly by natives 
of India, in the district, and a few Burmans 

24 Burmans don’t drink bhang, but only smoke 

it The Hindus aie reported to dnnk bhang ] 

25 Decrease amongst the Burmans Natiies of 
India use it when they can get it 

26 Not known 

27 Tlie jioor class Habits of life or circum- 
stances wluoh lead to the practice not knou n 

28 Not known 

29 Tobacco is mixed with ganja, cither because 
it IB too strong or too expensive Bhang massala 
is not known to me 

80 As ganja is prohibited in the province, its 
consumption is practised in solitude Mainly con- 
fined to the male sex and not given to childien 
31 (o) Yes Not by Burmans 
(i) Yes 

82 Not known 

33 The consumption of each of the drugs is re- 
garded by the Buddhists with disgust Public opi- 
nion (social and religious) is against the use of 
these drugs Consumers of these drugs are looked 
upon as idlers, suspects, and bad characters 

I am not aware of theie being any custom of 
wordiipping the hemp plant 

34 Not amongst the Buianans, except in the 
few cases of persons who have become habituals 

In my opinion it would be a serious pnvation to 
natives of India, but this question is one foi the 
medical witnesses to answer 

35 Tlie use of these drugs has been piohibited 
for the last twenty years, and is now only illicitly 
consumed 

36 No reason to thmk alcohol is now being to a 
certam extent substituted foi any of these drugs 

37 Chaias not being known, the effects of 
chaias smoking, compared to ganja smoking, are 
not known 

38 Not known 

39 Consumption of ganja by smoking is said to 
be less injurious than eating it 

40 Yes 

The Kaiens give ganja to their elephants, and I 
believe it is used in the treatment of cattle-disease , 
but being prohibited, the Burman agriculturist will 
not admit the fact 

41 The medical officers and Burman doctors 
consulted say ‘yes’ 

42 See reply to 41 

43 Opimons differ Offensive to Buddhists, in- 


offensive to natives of India I don’t Icnow any 
lespcclable persons who are consnmeis of the drug 

44 The medical opinion is it is refreshing, pro- 
duces intoxication, does not allay hunger, but creates 
an appetite The effects last from three to six hours 
Aftci -effects are great lassitude and dronsinesB 
The want of subsequent gratification produces long- 
ing and uneasiness 

45 The opinion of the medical officers and Bur- 
mans consulted is, these drags pioduce a noxious 
effect, but only to a very small degree 

Docs not iriipair the constitution of a Burman or 
injure digestion or cause loss of appetite It does 
not cause dysentery, bionchitis or asthma, in fact 
it IS prcscnbed by native doctors as a remedy for 
these diseases 

Docs impair the moral sense, and induces lazmess, 
but docs not induce Iiabits of immorality or debau- 
chcrj Docs deaden the intellect, and produces 
insanity, temporary and permanent If temporarj', 
the sjmptoms may be re-inducedbj use of the drug 
after liberation from restraint The medical wit- 
nesses will give evidence regarding the tjpical 
symptoms and remaimng points to W5 reported on 
under this section 

46 The effects of the liabitual excessive use of ■ 
anj of the drugs is the same as the moderate use 

: Only the effects are more vaolcnt in form 

47 No 

48 The habitual excessive use of these drugs is ^ 
reported to affect the children of habitual exces'uv e 
consumers 

49 This question can be answered by the 
medical mtnesscs who wall be examined Tlie 
Burman doctor reports that ganja is u'ed bj 
Burmese prostitutes 

50 For the medical watncs«es to say 

51 Not in Burma A ganja consumer is sus- 
pected of every petty theft in the quarter where he 
IS seen 

52 Same as 51 

53 Yes Personnlly I know of no case where 
excessive indulgence lias led to tempoi-arj’ homicidal 
frenzy 

51 I am not aware of Burman criminals so for- 
tifying themselves wath these drugs They fortify 
themselves with alcohol instead 

65 Cannot say, ns no such cases have come 
befoie me 

66 No experience , can’t say 

57 Ganja, when not moderately taken, eaten in 
a curiy produces deep sleep and unconsciousness 

58 to 69 As the drug is prohibited, no reply 
necessaiy 

70 Ganja IS smuggled into this provance at the 
seaport towns by lascais and othein belonging to 
the steameis that trade between India and this 
piovince It IS also sent by post to sepoy s and 
others in garrison towns and towns in the mtenor 

Oral evidence. 

Question 1—1 joined the service in June 1878 
as police officer, and was tiansfeiied to the Com- 
mission in 1886 I am acquainted wath most 
parts of Buima, except Upper Buima and the 
Aiakan Division 

Question 25 — I do not Imow of the Burmans 
using the drag at all now It has been prohibited 
foi twenty yeais The Indians can get the drug 
when they want it I am told it is woith its weight 
in siiv’^er An oidinaiy chatty full is worth about 



3S9 


Bs 60 A man I auested told me tins was the 
alue o£ the drag The prohibition his been effect- 
ual in regal d to the Barmans, but has not had am 
apparent effect in legaid to the people o£ India 
I have no peisonal knowledge that the Burmans 
used to consume the drag, hut I have been told 
tliat they did Tlie piohihition has been effectual 
in preventing the Barmans taking to it, and I have 
been told by Bni-mans that some have given it up 
in consequence o£ the piohibition 

(Question 35 — ^Neaily all the steamers coming 
fiom Indian ports bnng the drag into Rangoon 
I have served in Rangoon as police officer on thiee 
occasions, and as Town Magistrate 1 have also 
seived as police officei I have ai rested men £oi 
smugglmg the drag both in Rangoon and the 
Henzada distnet The smuggling by steamei is 
generally detected by the excise officers and the 
Port Trust Inspectoi Ai rests tlnvt I have made 
have been in houses a£tei the drag has been landed 
Smuggling is very extensive in Moulmein Theie 
lb a laige diieot trade with the Madras Coast bj 
sailing boats The Indian population is in com- 
parison large! than that o£ Rangoon Theie is a 
Madias Native Regiment in Moulmein, and they 
leceive the drag moie by post I le£t Moulmein 
in Maieh 1891 Up to that time anests foi 
smugglmg weie fiequent, smuggling was largely 
cairied on, and an connection with it there was a 
gieat deal o£ corruption among the police The 
smuggling o£ hemp is a lucrative business, £oi I 
leniembei the sepoys o£ a legiment subsciibing to 


pay up a fine inflicted on one o£ their fellows, and the 
darwan of the circuit hou=e bungalow at Henzada, 
who looked the poorest of the poor, paid up a 
fine of Rs 200, besides having a large quantilv of 
the drag confiscated This man had 40 or 50 head 
of cattle which he could not have bought out of 
his pay A hoise-kceper of mine who came from 
Calcutta was found with a large pot of gan]a, and 
traded in the drag at his quarters, on mr premises 
wheie, no doubt, he thought the police would 
hesitate to interfere with him He also paid up 
his fine at once 

Q,uestton The prohibition as regards Bui- 
mans should be maintained under penalt es to both 
seller and bujer Sale to natives of India might 
be peimitted, and the drug so used should lie 
heavily taxed The present s-\ stem is the cause of 
a terrible amount of coiraption among the police, 
and oppression by the police Piunded that pio- 
hibition IS maintained as regaids all, except natives 
of India, I do not think the licensing of the sale to 
the Indians would cause the Burmans to take to 
the drug, because the habit has in their case lieen 
eradicated by the prohibition which has existed 
during the last twentj years I think the large 
amount of smuggling which goes on wath its accom- 
paniments of comiption and oppression, and the 
tact that the Indian population is steadilj increas- 
ing and wall have the drag in spite of all restne- 
tions, afford sufficient leason foi the intioduction 
of some such measure The pi ohts which at present 
go to the smuggleiB ought to go to the revenue 


Evidence of Mr Robert C Stevenson, Deputy Commissioner, Yen. 


Q 1 — I have had no expenence of ganja eaters 
01 smokeis in Buiana, having only met two the 
whole of the time I have been in the country 
Q 45 — The only thing I know on the sub- 
ject IS that the Burmese consider that ganja 
depresses the nervous system, but espeeiallj’' affects a 
man^s physical couiage In support ofthistheoiy, 
the Bmmese cite the following anecdote Three 
men vveie paddling along in a boat in some nvei in 
Buiana, and in doing so had to pass a nveime 
police post One of the men was a drunkard, one 
an opium smoker, and one a ganja smoker 
kVlien hailed by the police, the drunkard leplied to 
the question ‘Bethuddn' (Who are you?), Ngahh 


(It IB I ), the opium smokei lephed ‘Kyflndaw 
Khinbya ' ( It is I, youi servant, sii ), but the 
ganja smoker meeklj leplied ‘Kyflndan Mvo ba 
paya ^ ( It is I, your sen ant. My Loi d ) This anec- 
dote, the Burmese maintain, illustiates the aggres- 
siveness of charactei caused bj strong dnnk, the 
effeminacy of disposition caus^ by opium and the 
ema‘:culation of charactei caused by ganja This 
IS absolutely all I know about ganja smokmg As 
said before, I have only met two men who smoked 
ganja, and, unlike opium eating and opium dnnk- 
ing, I have never bestowed any attention on the 
subject 


18 Evidence of Me. R G Oulloden, 

Freventive 

Oial evidence 

I have been in Burma since 1863, and my 
expenence of ganja has dated smee then I have 
been in the Customs Department since then My 
jurisdiction extends along the nver bank fiom 
Pegu iivei to Kemendine on the Inawady 

I was in the country when the pioliibition of 
ganja was issued I came into Rangoon soon 
after it was taken There was no prohibition foi 
twentj years Theie was licensed vend I never 
heard of Buimans usmg ganja I knew that 
natives ot India used ganja , but w'C never saw it 
brought tliiougli the Customs House, so I cannot 
say how it came into the market Licensed vend- 
ors weie entitled to bnng it There was no import 
duty , but I think that there was some kind of 
prohibition of import Ganja and opium have 1 


Assistant Collector and Superintendent , 
Service, Rangoon 

I always been, to my notion, kind of prohibited 
articles I think that import of ganja was punish- 
able I think the stuff was lavrful only for 
licensed vendors to import If I had come on a 
consignment to a licensed vendor, I should have 
taken no notice There were such consignments 
from Calcutta and Madras Import by any one 
else w ould be illegal, but was earned on surrepti- 
tiously I remember some seizures being made 
This hapiiencd to a considerable extent These 
cases used to be dealt vnth summanlj bv the 
Collector of Customs He would inquu-c into the 
case and adjudge the ponalty If the man did 
not pay he would be made over to the Magistrate, 
who would enforce the penalty That procoduie 
has been abandoned, except for small cases, since 
1876 Since then all cases of anv miportance have 
been left to the Mngistiate , 
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I believe tlio smugglers were people like the 
skip’s ciew They biougkt the stufi; £oi native 
tiadeis 01 shopkeepeis, who sold to consumeis 
The object, theiefoie, was piofit to be realised by 
suiieptitiouB sale This piofat was laige, because 
the puce in India was low and it was high heie 
This was trae o£ that time as well as this, though 
the profit IS highei now 

The importation o£ ganja was not, I think, mate- 
iially stopped by prohibition, because smuggling 
sltil went on I think it went on just the same as 
before I do not t hink the piohibition made any 
matenal difference I cannot say accuiately with- 
out statistics whethei the importation of ganja 
was as gieat as evei, but my impression is that it 
was that is, that the illicit ganja imported aftci 
the piohibition was not materially less than the 
licit and illicit ganja foimeily imported 

I think that since 1873 the importation of ganja 
has been going on regularly ivithout dimimshing 
I think that of late yeais it has increased very 
much There aie many more natiies of India 
Tliat would explain ineiease 

In regard to seizmes, a sudden drop in the 
number may be due to a change in the practices 
of smugglers Then we would not know how to 
seaieh for and detect consignments until we learned 
then new ways This would in tuin lead to a use 
in the number of seizmes till then plans weie 
changed Tins is the only explanation I can give 
of the gieat diop in 1889-90 and the inciease in 
1893 I cannot lecall any other explanation of the 
latter, except some information some of om ofTiceis 
got wbeh enabled us to make important seizmes 
The last two oi thiee months show seizmes slack 
again 

Magistrates gne lewaids Sometimes half the 
fine, sometimes the whole of it, is given to the 
Customs officers who seize the stuff They pay 
the mfoimei by private anangement It depends 
on the generosity of the officer I have had com- 
plaints made by infoimeis and have used my in- 
fluence to get the infoimeis due amount , foi i\e 
cannot woik successfully without them All the 
seizures mentioned in my memoiandum are quite 
apart from the police Officers making large 
seizmes have sometimes complained to me of cases 
in which smuggleis were heavily fined and went 
to jail without paying In these eases no fine is 
leahsed and no lewaid given This is discouiag- 
ing to officers making seizmes I think some 
measures should be taken to avoid this Again, if 
a conviction is not obtained, no special lewaids are 
given to us 

I cannot say whethei every one who wants 
ganja can get it in Eangoon I Icnow that people 


can get it clandestinely , but I cannot say by 
whom it IB sold and whethei everybody ean get it 
I heal that it costs one rupee a tola, and can be 
obtained in a qmet way I hear and believe that 
there is a gieat deal of ganja m the country I 
have been told by infoimeis that the drug costs a 
mpee a tola I heard that only a short while 
ago 

The picventive establishment working under me 
consists of foul Inspectois and two Additional In- 
spectors during the busy season (February to May), 
about twenty-seven preventive officers, and twenty- 
five “tempoiaiy” officers who are kept on all the 
year round They get fiom Es 80 to Es 150, 
andthe Inspectors from Es ISOtoEs 300 There 
aie also sixpatiol peons from Es 12 to Es 14 per 
mensem directly undei me Ido not think that 
theie IS any extortion practised by this estabhsh- 
ment There has been no case of tlus land 

The average number of vessels that arrived at 
the port of Eangoon during the last five jears is 
1208 foi each year Native boats moving about 
on the nvei aic not looked at, unless they come up 
to the wharfs and there is inspection of contraband 

E oods Sea-going craft aie sj stcmaticallj ovcr- 

aulcd The trade by native craft from Chitta- 
gong, Calcutta and Ifadras has been almost 
entirely cut out by the steamei transport I be- 
lieve they still trade considerably to Akyab and 
Moulmem, though not so much aS formerly There 
IB the same preventive sj^stem as we have "We 
used to search such native craft carefully and often 
found ganja I do not think that the native craft 
put in on the coast avoiding tlie ports I do not 
think tliat contraband traflic is thus earned on 
We have novci heaid of any tiadere lesorting to 
'such places TFe would soon come to know if such 
craft weie to visit such places We have no pre- 
ventive staff along the coast line There would 
not bo much difficulty, so far as I see, m native 
craft runmng in tbs way They also like to do 
as much coastmg as possible 

The smuggled ganja comes pnncipally from 
Madras, Coeanada, Bimhpatam, and othei ports 
on the Madias Coast It has not come to my 
notice that it comes fiom Pondicheiry We have 
had no cases There is not so much smuggling of 
ganja as of opium from Calcutta We have had 
no cases of late Formerly we had some isolated 
cases 

We have no dealings with the police in this 
mattei It is pnncipally Cbttagonians and Mala- 
bai people who pick up tins of coutiaband ganja 
thiown off fiom ships , but I know nolbng of the 
police being in sympathy with them 


19. Evidence of Mb, E Lbwis, Excise Officer, Rangoon 


Oi al evidence, 

I am senioi Excise Officer in the town of Ean- 
goou and the district of Hanthawaddy I have 
been thirty-two yeais in Burma and foi eighteen 
yeais in Eangoon Before that I was inchaige of 
excise in Thayetmyo foi a pnvate contiaetoi when 
the ganja was prohibited I left him and “joined 
the police in 1874 Fiom theie I joined the Ean- 
goon excise work 

I lemerabei the issue of the prohibition of ganja 
The drug was largely used by natives of India in 
Thayetmjo, by men employed in the Commissaiiat, 
etc It was used by natives of Buima, but these 


consumeis weie veiy few The source of supply 
was Upper Burma After the prohibition I made 
extensive seizures fiom Upper Burma in my jiohco 
capacity There was no othei source of sujiplv 
then, for there was no imlwav, and the journey 
was fifteen oi twenty days Theie was much 
ganja ov ei the bolder I was stationed in Alimyo, 
neai Minla, and it was easily obtainable The con- 
sumers jirefei Madias ganja to local ganja, and 
elepliant-diiveis may have brought some up with 
them when they came up-eountij’' ' But I made 
no seizures, and have no facts to show that The 
ganja was extensively grown across oui old border 
I have seen it witlun ten miles of oui old boidei 
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There was some cultivation, but it was said that 
the plant giew wild. I have seen small plots o£ 
cultivation — up to half an acre 

"When the prohibition issued, theie was immedi- 
ate effect on the few Burmans But it had no 
effect on the natives of India, who suffered some 
inconvenience for a few days, but soon got as much 
as ever They got it from IJppei Bunna It was 
smuggled across I left that part in 1875 and 
came to Eangoon When I came to Eangoon, I 
found the drug a saleable article It is so still 
They used to smuggle it by banghy parcel post 
I ha\e myself seized hundreds of tins The tins 
would weigh from 50 to 200 tolas Theie is now 
a check on this smuggling by post, and the smug- 
glers have to take to other means of smuggling 
The check is due to so many seizures being made 
and my getting many of the post peons into my 
confidence An order was also issued that paieels 
for regiments should be opened in presence of the 
Adjutant Parcels found toi contain ganja were 
made over to the civil authonties I understand 
that this order was issued by Government The 
parcels came from hladias post and were addressed 
to Madras sepoj'-s 

Discoieiies of smuggled paicels were also made 
in the hands of merchants in the town It was 
difficult to obtain conviction, because they would | 
plead that they did not know what the parcels con- 
tained I used to make discovery of paicels and 
follow them up Even if conviction weie not ob- 
tained, the stuff would be destroyed If facts did 
not justify a tnal, the magistrate receiving the 
report would only oidei destraction Theie aie, no 
doubt, letuins of these cases in office I have my- 
self no figures 

If I discovered a case through a peon I would 
sliaie the reward with him by pnvate aiiangement 
But if the postal authonties discovered a parcel 
they would get the reward But they did not 
make many discoveries — only three oi foui cases in 
several years, perhaps from a tin happemng to 
break oi something of that kind This postal 
smuggling has been much less for the last five years 

Now ganja comes over in false-bottomed bas- 
kets, beds with ganja in pillows, etc , packed up in 
fish 01 meat, and earned on the peison It is dealt 
with chiefly by the Customs officers General 
cargo can pass u every part is not exarmned , but 
I cannot speak definitely as to efficiency of ex- 
anunation We only deal with the matter, as a 
rule, when the stuff has eluded the Customs De- 
partment The othei day I sent information to 
Mr Wiseman at Mandalay about a large consign- 
ment of ganja having passed packed with cigars in 
cigar boxes, and he seized it This illicit traffic 
has only come to my notice on steameis and not on 
native ciaft The native ciaft are well watched at 
Eangoon The Customs authonties are very 
strong on this But I do not think there is any 
watch at all on native craft on the coast 

I liave heard often of sealed tins of ganja being 
thrown overboard from steamers and picked up by 
boats I have caught such cases by following 
steameis But we work at great disadvantage, as 
we cannot fix the spot where such tins are to be 
thrown And if we catch a man, he says, “I saw 
this floating and picked it up I do not know 
what it IS ” We can then destroy the stuff, but > 
can hardly obtain a conviction i 

The Customs people board native ciaft coming I 
into the river at Elephant Point I thmk that i 
cargo could be got nd of before reaehmg that point 
by dropping it along the coast , ^ 

There have been a few seizuies on Calcutta 


ships, but nothmg like what have been on hladras 
ships Ships are fined too nheie unclaimed ganja 
IE found , and I hear that the agents make officer s 
responsible for their own parts of the slup I have 
only heard this of Calcutta ships The Madras 
smuggling IS prmcipally from the French settle- 
ment of Pondicherry 

Mr Culloden^s figures show increase in seizures 
I think this IS due to the increase of immigration 
of natives of India, who use the drug, and also to 
the extension of the Excise Act to Upper Burma 
and the recent measures taken to restrict cultiva- 
tion there There is a great deal more ganja 
brought into Burma now Formerly it was one 
rupee a tola Now it is foul annas onlj in the 
bazai 

I am afraid I must sav that the prohibition is 
ineffective in Rangoon The consumers get then 
ganja all the same, and hundreds aie getting a 
living by it It IS only in cases of enmity that 
they intoim on each other 

My excise agency is one inspector, four sergeants 
and two peons This is all for Eangoon and 
Hanthawaddy The police have also powers as 
Excise Officers They help foi the reward No 
lewaid IS given when there is no convnction and 
fine, except m important eases, when special re- 
wards aie applied foi I think my establishment 
qmte msufficient to deal with this matter It has 
to deal with all illicit practices regarding spirits, 
opium and drags, and look after the shops as well 
I do not believe that ganja could be stopped even 
by an aimy of officials and constant mterference 
with the people If they could not get it othei - 
wise, they would send small quantities in letters 
I do not know what would happen if ganja were 
not produced elsewhere, but so long as there is 
ganja available in India they will have it in 
Burma 

Oui preventive measuies undoubtedly lead to 
oppression False charges are frequent A small 
piece of ganja is put under a man's bedding I 
have even asked often to have such cases thrown 
out as fjvlse It is common in case of enmity, as, 
for example, one policeman against another, espe- 
cially if there is a woman in the case Ganja is 
moie frequently used in this way than opium, be- 
cause it IS cheaper Ganja is not only weight for 
weight cheaper than opium, but the ganja habit is 
also a cheaper habit Two annas' worth of ganja 
will last a man three days, while one pill oi two 
plls of opium will cost SIX pice I thinlc eight 
pies a day for ganja and three annas for opium le- 
piesents the ordinary consumei-'s supply I do 
not know the qualities of ganja I only know the 
smell Natives prefer Indian ganja and we seldom 
^ now find the fresh or green Upper Burma ganja 
'There is no smuggling from the East, the Siam 
direction, into Eangoon 

It IS difficult to discover the trae dealeis in 
ganja They keep out of the way and pay the 
fines for theu servants But I hav e caught foui 
such dealeis When infomation is got that such 
a place is a place of vend it changes, and the con- 
sumers alone know where the new place is 

Wlien the Bm-mans in Thayetmyo found then 
^nja supply stopped they took to opiuih Find- 
ing it too strong to smoke afid too tioublesome ^o 
prepare, the Clunamen intiod '' ' 

dried leaf and opium fried i 

they use is a foot long with a small tube six inches 
from the bottom uath four inches of water in li 
The smoke passed through that The Bui mans 
learned that But that is also now prohibited ‘ 

The Burmaii consumers, howevei, were very 
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few Bunnans use ganja foi th^u cattlej not for 
themselves The few consumers abandoned the 
habit on the prohibition I do not think that the 


Bui mans would evei take to ganja During my 
thirty years' expenence I have found that they do 
not take to it They take it foi their cattle only 


20 Evidence of Inspectoi -General of Eohce 


Oral evidence 

I am Inspectoi -General of Police in Buima 
The military police aie mainly Northern Indians 
and Guikhas and also a few Kaiens The civil 
police are almost entuely Buimans, excluding the 
Bureau officers In mumcipal towns we have a 
few Indians also 

I joined the police in 1887 m the supply depart- 
ment or commissariat of the military police Befoie 
that I had been in service in the army For about 
a year I was Deputy Inspector-General of Military 
Police, and for three years I have been Inspectoi- 
General of the whole force I think there are 
about 16,500 military police and about 13,000 civil 
The military police have been employed in Lower 
as well as Upper Burma for about four years 
They work over the same aiea as the eml, but m 
Lower Burma and the lower parts of Upper Burma 
they are used for treasury and other guards and 
escorts In Upper Buima, as they are required 
foi sending out columns, they aie more numeious 
than in Lowei Buima 

I have not much knowledge of the use of ganja 
by men in the force I had a case about two yeais 
ago of a Gurkha who was repnmanded by his 
officer for quarrelling in the lines and tried to shoot 
his officer He was supposed to be a smoker of 
ganja It was reported so by the officeis and 
men, but theie was no diiect evidence of his having 
taken the drug I think the natives would moie 
readily attnbute such an act to Muja than to 
dnnk They distrust a ganja smoker I cannot 
saj certainly what this Gurkha's character was 
I did not take note of that I do not know 
whether he drank alcohol Being a Gurkha, he 
probably did He went off to the Kachin hills and 
was not seen again So far, however, as I know, 
the discipline of the force has not been affected by 
the use of ganja I do not find the use of the 
drug alleged as a cause of defects in working or 
breaches of discipline If I found a man who 
smoked I should turn him out, because he would be 
breaking the law and also because he would be 
dangerous I have turned out such men at the 
end of their three-yeais' engagement I think 
also that there hav e been cases of dismissal for 
ganja smoking 

I do not think that smuggling of ganja by the 
mihtary police is common, and I do not think 
that the use of the drug is very common in the 
force I do not think people not using the drug 
in India would use it here Burma has not 


proved unhealthy to them The force has been 
wonderfully healthy On the contrary, men using 
it in India might give it up here omng to the 
difficulty of getting it We recrmt throughout 
India, and get, I believe, the same kind of men as 
join regiments I do not tlunk theie is much 
smuggling of ganja into Burma We catch cases 
sometimes But I cannot giv^e figures I should 
have notlung to do with Customs seizures , but the 
police sometimes search on information leoeived 
From what I hear I understand that smugglmg is 
constantly going on at the ports and also a little 
up-country across the border, but not so much of 
ganja there as of opium 

Last year we had orders to go and estabhsh a 
post at Sima, north-east of Bliamo We left a 
garrison of three hundred men there I heard 
ttiat they were getting some land of ganja and 
making it into a dnnk and using it The Kachins 
found it in the jungles and sold it to the men 
We took measures to stop it The men were 
Gurkhas I think, and there may have been some 
Sikhs among them I think they made a dnnk 
of it That was my impression We could, no 
doubt, easilj’- obtain a specimen of the drug 
Sima IS in the middle ot the Kachin country 
This is not the only case I know of the cultivation 
or growth of the plant I understand the Sima 
stuff was wild There was a seizure at Kyaukse, 
and another at Pakokko (I think) — seizme of stuff 
cultivated In the Kyaukse case I thinl: they 
weie growing it lound the police station itselt 
Cases of illicit eulhvation would be dealt with by 
the cml police It would be one part of their 
duty to report any plant found growing But the 
policeman nught not know his duty We have 
not established police schools all ovei Buima, but 
theie aie orders to take up such cases I cannot 
say from what date these orders have been in force 
If there was special Excise establishment the police 
would probably leave it to them I think that an 
Excise officer is bound to take a police officer with 
lum for a search or seizure , but I am not suie 
whether the police would initiate such action I 
do not think that the checking of ganja illicit cul- 
tivation or smuggling is a matter that has been 
much piessed There has been no such evudence of 
injury by the drugs as to call for much activity 
in this direction Our civil police aie generally 
recrmted locally and belong to the same classes as 
the people among whom they serve I have heard 
that ganja is cultivated among the Danus The 
Danu cml police would be Danus 


21. Evidence of Ma J D Mercee, District Superintendent of Police, Moulmein 


51 No , these drags aie not generally used by 
bad characters in Buima They are oidinanly 
consumed by natives of India (especially of the 
Madras Presidency) of the pooiei classes who some- 
times commit petty thefts as a means of indulging 
.n them 

52 The same answer applies to the excessive use 
of the drug 

58 No , on the contrary the excessive indul- 


gence in any of these drugs produces lethargy and 
eventually leads to dementia or insanity I have 
not known of any case in which it has led to tem- 
porary homicidal trenzy 

54) No , on the contrary those undei their in- 
fluence are physically unable to do anything 

55 (a) No, no eases of this land have come 
under my notice, dhatura being the naicotic usually 
lesorted to foi this puipose 



393 


(i) I cannot Eaj Ganja is nsnallj smoked in a ' hkc sheibot and drank Botin lioncici arc sid 

chtUum 01 eaithen pipe, nliilc bhang is piepared 1 to pioduce drowsiness 


22 J^vidence of '^1% R. W District Supe) mtendent of Fobce, liaiigoon 


51 A small piopoition o£ bad clni-actcis con- 
sume gan]a Many respectable natiies o£ India 
partake o£ bhang in the £oim o£ coding drinks, 
otheis smoke ganja mixed with tobacco, otheis 
partake o£ it in the £oim o£ sweet halwa called ma- 
]um Palais take it in the form o£ pills , thej' mii^ 

' the gan 3 a wth peppei and gingei 

Ganja lea^es aie also cooked in cniiies The 
drag IS smuggled into Buima fiom India tliiough 
the Postal Depaitment and by steameis 

In Uppei Bnima the jilant is often seen glow- 
ing neai villages and is used mediciiialh 

Theie is no connection between hemp drag and 
Clime 

52 The excessive use of ganja is said to be dele- 
teiious, persons indulging in its use and while iindei 


its influence hav e no inclination to commit enme , 
on the contraij , the feeling is one of dioweinc=« 
with an inclination to lemain indooi 

53 Excessive indulgence of the drag docs not 
incite unpiemeditated enme of anj kind, but I be- 
lieve it has its bad icsults on the constitution and 
the consumer glows cowaidlv 

54 The consumei of the drag, w hen undei its 
influence, glows lazj and diowsv, and coiwequcntly 
does not go in foi committing enme, but I lieheve 
ciiminals when in want of funds commit ciime to 
enable them to piocuie the drug 

55 Yes, there aie instances wheie ciiminals to 
fuithei then designs induce then vaclime to par- 
take of the drug , complete stupefaction can be in- 
duced by partafang of it wathout admixtuie 


23 Evidence of ^v. A G District Supenntendent of Eobce, Pegu 


51 Not in Buima I have not come acioss 
any such cases during my seivace in Burma ex- 
cepting tw 0 cases mentioned below 

52 I have not had much experience legaiding 
the use of hemp drags Wheie I served in India, 
dhatuia and aisenic weie chiefly used 

53 No , not to my knowledge 

No 

54 Yes, and in all cases in which the persons 
concerned are in the habit of taking these drags 


At Sagaing in Upper Burma in 1888 (?) the Sub- 
Majoi of the militai-j police battalion was shot 
dead by a sepoj , w ho indulged in lihang An- 
othei bhang-eating sepoy of the same battalion and 
in the same jeai, I think, attempted to murdei a 
Burmese gul Botli these men aic supposed to 
have fortified themselves with bhang, but as they 
were not captured till two oi three daj s aftci com- 
mission of the offences, it w ould be impossible to 
know foi certain 

I cannot lecall am hemp-dragging case, ude 
my leplj to No 52 


24 Evidence of M-Vl A J A Dish lot Supeiintendenf of Police, Bassew 


51 (o) No (A) None in my expenence in 
Burma I have not known these drags used by 
Buimans With natives of India, it sometimes 
leads to homicidal frenzy 

52 In Burma, I have nevei seen a case of ex- 
cessive use 

53 Yes , but I have onlj loiown cases of exces- 
sive doses of gauja leading to homicidal fienzj 
This was in India 


54 Not in Burma to my knowledge But I 
have knovvm a case of Buimcsc dacoits fortifying 
themselv es in hquoi 

55 (o) I hav e heard of cases in India, but not 
in Burma 

(5) I have not seen anj cases, but I have been 
infoimed m India bhang causes complete stupe- 
faction 


25 Evidence of Mr W G Snadbek, District Superintendent of Police, Haulm 


51 No, ganja is haidlj evei consumed bj 
Bui man ciiminals 


52-, 53, 54 and 55 I have had no expenence of 
the effects of the excessive use of am of these 
drags 


26 Evidence of ALsa.Al. J OmsuoiM, District Siipenntendent of Police, Algal. 


51 Hemp drugs aie not used by the Aiakanese 
The Chittagonians and Bengalis, of whom there 
are a large number in Arakan, indulge in ganja and 
drags obtained from hemp It is consumed both 
bj respectable men and bad chaiacteis I do not 
think it has anything to do with crime No in- 
stance has been brought to my notice wdieie crime 
has been put down to the use of these drags The 
people use it to allay pain and keep off malanous 

TOI Til 


fevei Mostlv all the violent crimes in this distnct 
have ongiiiated m hquoi shops 

54 No, not here 

55 No ease of the land has been biought to my 
notice 

57 Cliaras is unknown heie Ganja is used 
with tobacco and smoked by the people 


3o 
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27 Evidence of Mr -"E H MolloTj District Superintendent of Police, Meiktila 


51 As fai as my evpenence goes none o£ the 
Burmans with whom I have come into contact use 
these drags I haienot come acioss any natiie 
had chaiaeteis who use them It has apparently 
little 01 no connection with cnme 

52 These drags aie not used by tlie Bui mans 

53 Not, as fai as I hnon , hai e ne\ ei heai d o£ a 
case during my twenty yeais’ lesidence in Biima 


51 Not mlhin my knowledge, neither have I 
been able to ascertain anjrtlung on the subject 
fiom the natives mth whom I have been biought 
into contact 

55 No , such a case has not been heard o£ in 
this distnct, neither do I remember hcanng o£ 
any 


28 Evidence of Mu. 0 M Prendergast, District Superintendent q/ Police, 

Sagaing. 


51 Natives o£ India are coiiBumci-s o£ ganja , 
but I do not think Bumans are habitual consumeis 
Chaias and bhang are not knovvm in this distiict 
No instances have come to mj notice in vv Inch aiij 
cnminalsoi bad chaiaeteis have been consumeis of 
any of these drags, and I do not think cnmo is 
affected one wav oi the othei bj it in this part of 
the countiy Ganja to a small extent was giown 
in the distnct by Bumans, who did not know the 
same was piolubitcd, but it was giovvn foi sale to 
natives, and not foi their own consumption 

52 No cases of excessive use have come undei 
my notice I do not know of anj case in which 
Burmans arc consumers of any of tlicse drags m 
this distnct 


53 Fiom cnquines made from old Buimans, I 
am infoimcd that in the king’s lime some few 
Burman bad cliaractcrs did consume ganja, but it 
meielj had the effect of making them happj and 
slccpv , but the men from whom I have made the 
cnquines say thej have novel knowm a care in 
which it has led to temporary homicidal frenzj 

54 Tlic opinions of the people about here are to 
the effect that the uso of these drugs amongst 
Burmans docs not tend to foi tifv them to commit 
crime, but that it would make them helpless and 
incajnblc to cai i;j out anj premeditated cnme 

55 I have not had anj cxpcncnce of ain such 
cases 


29 Evidence of Mr W H. Tarleton,* Disti ict Superintendent of Police, 

Thayetmyo 


51 Tlic laige pioportion of cnminals in this 
distnct, are opium smokere and not consumers of 
ganja, etc 

Bhang and chaias arc not known to Buim.ins 
Certain villages round Tindau and Thctngaibj in 
in the Allanmyo subdmsion are in the habit of 
tiadmgin ganja which they bung into Allanmjo 
and Thayetmyo and sell to natives of India To 


mj knowledge there arc no liabilual consumers 
among the natives of India in this distnct, and 
moderate consumption of the drags rcfeiicd to does 
not lead to tnme 

52, 53, 5J and 55 I cannot answer there ques- 
tions ns no cases have occiincd in this distnct, nor 
I liave I heard of any eases diumg my sernce in the 
I Police 


30 Evidence of ELts. E G lilvuTOTi.v, Distnct Superintendent of Police, Tounghoo 


51 {a) No , not in Burma 

(i) The use of these drags does not affect 
cnme in Buima 

52 See above 

53 No 


5] No 

55 (a) Yes , but very rarely in Burma 
(i) Yes 


31. Evidence q/ Mr U A E Oastle, District Supenntendent of Police, Prorne 


51 Fiom enquiries made, I find that bad charac- 
ters m tins distnct aie not consumei-s of these 
drags If theie be any consumers at all, the per- 
centage IS so very small that it is unnoticeable 

Consumption of these drugs has no connection 
with cnme in this distnct 

52 There is no excessive use of these drags 

53 The only effect of excessive use is heavy 
sleep and stupidity If excessive use be continued. 


it leads to idiotcv, but docs not incite to cnme, 
vaolent oi othoiwise 

I do not know, noi have I lieaid, of any cases 
111 winch it has led to temporary homicidal frensy 
in this countiy, though it does so in India 

54 No, not as a rale, though there are excep- 
tional cases Cnminals, if they wash to fortify 
themselves, do so by ilnnking hqiioi 

65 Yes, cnmmals do induce then victuns to 
partake of these drags, and so stupefy them 


• Summoned to attend at a sitting of the Commission for oral examination, but was unable to appear 
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Complete Btupefaction appeals to be induced by 
tins drag -mtliout admli.tme 

The general opinion regaidmg this drag is that, 
if used, it causes heavy sleep and stupidity Ciim- 


inals reqmie all then wits about them when about 
to commit Climes, and so do not use it 

Buimans, as a rale in this distnct at least, appeal 
to feai the drag, seeing that it leads to idiotcy 


32 JEvidence of Me A A. St Clair Miller, Disti ict Sujjei intendent of Pobcet 

Tharraioaddy 


51 The drag is not used by the Bm-maii bad 
eharacteis of this distiict 

52 It is not used 


53, 5‘1 and 55 No 
56 Not used m this distiict 


33 Evidence of Mr H. P Pedlee, Eistnci Superintendent of Police, Shwegyin 


51 The bad eliaiaeters of the Shwegyin district 
are chiefly Bui mans, and they scarcely ever use 
these drugs even in moderation Natives of India 
(Hindustanis), are known to use the drug in moder- 
ation, and when so used, its use lias no connection 
wath crime 

52 Excessive use is very uncommon I cannot 
recall to mind a single instance of it in this district 
durmg the last year, excessive use is known to lead 
to one kind of cnmc, which is loiowm as “ run- 
mng amuck 


53 As leported above, I know of no mstances 
since I have been m this district If used m excess, 
and if followed by crime, it would be impremeditated 
violent crime 

54 No , not to my knowledge 

55 No such eases have ever been pioved to mj 
knowledge, and I cannot say whethei complete 
stupefaction could be induced without admixture 


34 Evidence of Me A D, Kiernandee, District Superintendent of Police, 

Minbu 


51 The consumption of hemp drags is solely 
confined to natives of India, with whom I have had 
very little expeiience, and legiet that I am unable 
to'give an opimon 

53 The only case that I know of was that of a 
Hindu syce in my employ He frequently indulg- 
ed in bhang and behaved lAe an idiot foi two oi 


three days at a time He laid hands qmetly on 
articles he could find and threw them mto the well 
whilst intoxicated, he would not let any one 
appioach him, and climbed up tiees to escape being 
captured 

54) I have had no expeiience of any such case 
55 I legiet that I am unable to giveanopmion 


35 Evidence of Mr B L Gumbeeland, Distiict Supei intendent of Police, 

Magice, TJppei Emma 


51 No , modeiate use has no connection with 
dime in geneial oi with cnme of any special 
ehaiacter 

52 The excessive use of any of these drags un- 
doubtedly leads the pooler classes to commit theft, 
to enable them to pui chase the drag I do not 
think it leads to cnme of any special chaiactei 


53 Yes , I have known moie than one case in 
winch excessive indulgence has led to stabbing 
cases, but in these cases theie has been pievious 
enmit) 

54 No , I thmk not 

55 No 


36 Evidence of Me. E Gr McDoegall, Officiating District Supei intendent of 

Police, Myingyan, Upper Burma 


51 No , most certainly not f provmce 
No connection whatever I 

52 The use of these drags m most parts of 
Buima IS so infinitesimal, that they have no per- 
ceptible mfluence on cnm4 at all 


53 Not that I am awaie of 
No 

54 No 

55 Peihaps m one case in ten thousand 
Yes 


voL vii 
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37. Eotdence of Bbigabe-S-degbon-Lietii’enant-Colonel D Sinclair, Inspector 

General of Jails, etc. 


Oial evidence 

I am Inspectoi-Geneial o£ Jails -with Cnil 
Medical Admmistration, including hospitals I 
have been in Burma since 1871 I have never held 
charge of Lunatic As} lums and have no special 
knowledge o£ insanit} 

I undei stand that it lias in 1873 that Govern- 
ment issued a piohibition o£ ganja But I am 
unable to give any in£oi matron of any lalue com- 
panng the state of things before and after that 
prolubition I was in militaiy employ until 1873 
I know nothing of the use of the drug here I 
think, however, that it prevails only to a leiy limit- 
ed degree, and that only among natives ot India 
I found this opimon on the experience I have of a 
few cases of the discovery of gau]a in ]ails among 
prisoners who i\ ere natives of India There weie 
no more than two or three such eases in the ten 
years I liad charge of ]ails With tlus exception, 
I am unable to give any infoimation regarding the 
use of the drug in Burma I am therefore unable, 
from personal observation, to sa} anythmg about 
the effects of the drug 

The Lunatic Asylum Report and Returns are en- 
tirely prepared m the oftice of the Superintend- 
ent I am not responsible foi them I do not 
always shaie the Superintendent’s views, though I 
pass on his report I think that the information 
on which causes are assigned is generally unreliable 
I base this opimon on wliat I ha\e heard from 
Supenntendents of the grounds on which they 
make entnes Thej are anxious to get information 


and lay hold of au}i;hing they get, though it is 
often of little lalue It is difficult to get any m- 
formation We often cannot ei en get the names 
of indinduals The foim prescribed has to be filled 
m, and the endeavour to do tlus leads to causes 
bemg entered ■uliich hare not been full} ascertained 
The causes m the returns might be slioini as iin- 
laiorni ivhere cause, is not ascertained Tliere is 
really no objection to this But the impression, if 
this were largely done, would be that the Superin- 
tendent IV as not talnng sufficient pains to ascertain 
TV hat the causes were I should not like to say 
that it was a merit to have the entries in the 
column of “ unlcnoiv n cause ” few in number I 
see that in the 18Sd report I make a comparison 
with other provinces that would indicate this The 
fact IS that if the entries were numerous the impres- 
sion would be unfavourable, I should be inclmed 
to think that the officer was mdolfcnt Since then, 
however, I attach less weight to the causes shown 
tlian I did then 

The subject of the connection of the drug w ith 
crime has never come before me m my jail ex- 
, penence I have formed no opinion on the matter 
I have no sufficient materials I believ e that if 
there were any great connection between ganja and 
crime it would have come to my notice , but that is 
only an impression I have no facts on which to 
base an} opimon 

My duties gn e me no opportunity of judging ot 
the working of the system of admimstration lu 
respect to drugs 


38 Evidence of Sdbgeon -Lieutenant-Colonel 0 Baker, Civil Surgeon, Ban goon 


Oral evidence 

I hav^e been o\ei twenty years in the seince and 
foi nineteen yeais in Buima in cival employ I 
have had no special tiainmg in lunacy and no 
special experience m lunacy I have had charge 
of this asylum only foi a little ovei tw'o months 
I had never to my knowledge any expeiiencc of 
ganja insanity before I joined the asylum 

Last yeai out of 169 cml lunatics, 72 weie 
admitted from Rangoon The lunatics from Ran- 
goon come foi observation here, and the medical 
certificate is made out heie They come wnth a 
statement fiom the police, whichistiequently quite 
blank, ev eiy entiy being filled in as “ Not known ” 
or “ Pil ” The only case of insanity ascnbed to 
ganja which has come to the asylum since I joined 
is that of Abdul Kadai He was sent meiely writh 
a lettei asking that he be kejit undei examination 
No information was sent with lum The Assistant 
Surgeon, Moiing Thin, filled in the Case Book after 
seemg the man’s friends I did not see the fnends 
The friends leiy rarely come at all, and they 
cannot be kept In this case I did not see them 
The Assistant Surgeon entered “ganja eating" 
as the exciting cause, no predisposing cause being 


given , and the following entiy oceuis three days 
aftei the man’s admission — “ Some fnends of his 
informed me that Abdul Kadar used to indulge 
himself ler} fieely m the use of ganja wath milk 
for about a year pnor to his admission into tlus 
asylum The} say that the abuse of ganja has 
driven him to madness ’’ Setting aside tlus entrj , 
there wns nothing m tlus man’s condition that 
would have led me to suspect toxic msanity 
There w ere no special sjTnptoms m this case 

In regard to cases sent m from other distncts, 
the mfoimation is most incomplete In more than 
lialf the cases receiv ed last } ear no cause of msanity 
was given "Wlien a cause is given, we accept 
it as such We have of course nothing else My 
experience is short, and I have had no reason to 
question any entrj made by a Cml Surgeon oi 
otherwise m a “history ’’ received with a lunatic 
I think that officers conceined are glad to tind a 
cause when tliey can I think they are undei the 
impression tliat it looks as if they were not zealous 
if they do not find a cause The most lecent orders 
on the subject aie contamed m Di Dalzell’s Cii- 
culai No 21, issued to all Cml Surgeons on 21st 
July 1892, w'hile he was noting as Inspector 
General of Jails 
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39 Evulenoe of SoRGEON-LiLUiENA-NT-CoiiONBi, P N Mookxujec, Civil Surgeon, 

Sagatng, Upper Burma 


1 ilj kIlo^\ ledge ot lliedmg i*? cliiefl} obliined 
from what I ha^e ccen of then ufc in India 

2 In Buima no one is allowed to culhintej 
manufacliiie, sell oi pos--esb either gan 3 a, tharas oi 
hlmng The Ikirnnns m Uppei Buinia at least 
do not nse (hese drags It is oiilj need bj the 
iiatnes of India raricptitioiisl} 

Gaii]a and clunisaie used onlj foi sniok- 
ing 

21 I h.i\e ne\er heard of bhang being used foi 
smoking 

2b Habitual modciate consunieis take about 
four gruns of elnras, fifteen grains of ganja and 
alwiit till I la giains of bliaiig leaaes foi a dose twice 
daih Habitual cscessuo smokeis take lue, si\ oi 
moie tiino-, flic ilxiae quantities 

2'1 G mja and diaia« aic smoked mi\cd with 
tobacco oni) Bhang is somclimos taken b\ itself, 
but onbnanh mrxtd with the followang — black 
■jieppoi rose petals, almond, poppj and melon seeds, 
aniseed, uid kasm, and fiomctimes siigai and milk , 
m idc into shcrlict ind taken as a dnnk A^^lon 
more intoxicating effect is desned, dliatura seeds 
are mixed with bliang 

Blnug massala consists diiotU of the aboae- 
racntioned ingiwlients and is used to make the 
Brink palatable and cooling or non-irnlating to the 
sjstcm 

'lO Blung IS ficcpicntlj t ikcn in solitude, Imt 
gaiy i and clians are genei i!l\ smoked in companj 
The use of those drugs is in iinlj confined to the 
male sex I haae ncier seen them giaen to 
eliildrcn 

31 I liebcve the habit of taking bhang is easih 
,.iequii-cd, but ganja and eliaias depend a great deal 
on the ccinstitution of the individual , some acqiiiic 
it eosih, others sutler more or less The habit thus 
acquireil is not casilj broken off With some, all 
these draern from a modciate use niai deiclop into 
c\c-cssi\c habit 

‘32 I have been told that during the Hasseia 
and Kali Pu]afcslia'alF, i good dc-il of blnng, eluiras, 
iind ganja is used 

‘3G Ilalf-eduoated natnes, who would haae 
taken to gan 3 a oi eluris, take to aUoliol instead 

.17 I do not know the difleicnce in the effects 
•of gan 3 a and thaias smoking, but bhang is mueli 
mildei than cither of the above 

.59 I have nocvpenciice of either gaiya oi charas, 
taken bv the month, but dniiknig bliaiig in model - 
itioii lb much IC'S iiyunous than srnolung the alwvc- 
mcntioned drugs 

10 Bhang is sometimes used m medicine by the 
native doctors, and also foi cattle disease, but foi 
wlia* pai-ticulai iilmeiits I do not know I do 
not know if gan 3 a oi chains is used in medicine 
for cattle disease 

41 The model ate use of bhang is said to lie a 
Bigestive, and jicojilo who take it consume laigc 
quantities of food, but I do not know if it gives 
stajing-poweib oi is pieventivc of disease in mala- 
nous 01 unhealthy tracts Gan 3 a and chaias 
destioy digestion, but give stajang-povveis undei 
Ecveic exertion, and aie also used undei the im- 
pression that they aie pieventivc of malanous 
discaccs, which I do not think is the case 

42 Tlie model ate use of bhang, as fai as I know, 
IB harmless. 


44 The immediate eifect of the modeiate use 
to a habitual eoiisumei of bhang, gan 3 a oi chains 
Is lofieshing, produces slight intoxication, allays 
huiigei , bhang only creates an appetite The 
offeet lasts fiom foul to six lionis The want ofc 
subsequent gi.atification pioduces longing oi un- 
easiness 

15 I have seen sev eial habitual modeiate smokeis 
who did not sufCei at all, eithei ph} sically, mentally 
01 moially Otheis have in 3 uled then constitutions 
bj the use of gan 3 a and charas, and some have 
become liopelcssTj insane bj’- the above two drags 

I have not come acioss any case of insaiuty fiom 
the modeiate use of bhang 

I have known seveial instances ot joung Ee^ioys 
who had become insane fiom the modeiateuse of 
gan 3 a, and one j'oiiiig man whom I met twenty 
■\eais attci he was — then a liaimlcss imbecile 

40 I li ive no doubt in my mind that the habitual 
excessive use of the hemp drags 103111 es the coit- 
sntulion and is often the exciting cause of insanity 

49 I do not know if the hemj) drags aie used as 
an ajibiodiBiac, but I have been told that they help 
to piodncc impotence 

.57 I have iievei heaid of gan 3 a 01 chains being 
eaten 01 drank 

Oral evidence 

Question 1 — I entcicd the semee twenty-six 
jcai-b ago I liave spent fom teen j ears in India 
and twelve in Burma altogethci !My Burma 
scrvacc licgan in ISGS, but since 1888 I have 
lieen continuously in Burma I have been in 
cml cniploj for six jears,— three in Madras, and. 
three in Burma since 1891 I have had no 
special experience of insanitj I have never- 
held charge of an asiluni I have "seen cases of 
hiiiacj both in mj cml andmilitaij practice Re- 
garding gan 3 a I have had no experience in Burma, 
except a little among sepoj ^fy w ritten answ eie 
arc ba-^ed on knowledge acquired in India 

Question 15 — 111 some constitutions the habitual 
moderate use maj 3 iioduce insanity The case I 
have 111 mind is that of a sepo^ who c.ame fiom 
Madias in 1872 Believing that gan 3 a was a pio- 
tection against fcvei, he began at once to smoke it 
!My cnquiiies led me to believe that lie used to 
smoke on Ij once 01 twice a daj My exjienence 
m legiid to the idea that gania is a protection 
against nialaiia is confined to Jladiasi sepoys 
The man lefciied to above became insane m 1872, 
and was sent to the lunatic asylum I '^aw him 
again in 1890, and he was still imbecile His case 
IS lint refciied to in my waattcii answ ei to ques- 
tion 45 Regarding the maids hemp drag habit, 
I made all the enquiiics that wcie 3 )ossiblc fiom 
his comiadcs and native ofTiccis I attnbuted the 
iiisaiiitj to gaii 3 a, liecausc tlicie was noothci cause, 
110 insanity in the famity, and the man was pei- 
fectly well when he came ovei fiom India I 
arnved at the diagnosis bj excluding othei causes 
I iiqu lied the man^s family histoij’^ from fiiends 
of his m the legiment Theie weic some who 
knew him and Ins people I looked upon gan 3 a as 
the exciting cause ot iiis.amty in this case The 
man liad only smoked gaiya foi six months The 
man was excitable, talkative and noisy Heieporl- 
ed me to the General as not having treated hum 
piopeily He w'as then in the hospital under ob- 
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servation Besides the point o£ lieiedity, I con- 
sulted the man’s Medical Sheet, which was all light 
That as all the empuiy I made, and I thought 
that was sufficient to exhaust other causes The 
medical histoiy sheet only coveied the peiiod o£ his 
service, about £oui yeais I had no Icnou ledge 
o£ his medical histoiy be£oie that time Tins is 
the only ease o£ ti-ue insanity fiom the hemp dings 
■n Inch I have known The othei eases lefoiied to 
in my ausuei to question 45 neie shghtei, and I 
cannot say if they u eie due to modeiate oi exces- 
sne use o£ the drag Among the slight cases 
I lemembei a young sepoy going off his head and 


nalkiiig lound the mess table Aftei two days 
he was all right He said he was off his head, 
and did not know n hat he was doing, and the 
sepoj s said his condition was due to ganja He 
himselE denied that he had smoked ganja The 
sepoys said he had smoked on that occasion, not 
that he was an habitual smoker Uiidei the in- 
fluence of alcohol, people do not behave in the same 
way \ou might say that the above sepoy was 
intoxicated with gauja, not lendeied insane Mj 
expel lence of hemp drug insanitj is confined there- 
fore to one case Mj ansvvei to question 46 is 
based on tliat case 


40 Evidence of Sttrglon- Major S. H Dantra, Civil Surgeon, Ilandalay, 


1 Havang come aeioss consumeis of dings in 
gaols, nuhtaiy police and legimeiits 

2 These definitions aie quite in accoi dance wath 
my knowledge of the drags I am not acquainted 
wath these vaiieties I have onlj knovvai of one 
land, w , the diied flovveiiiig tops, etc 

19 As fai as mj" knowledge goes, ganpa and 
chaias aie used onlj foi smoking 

23 Bhang is geneially used foi dunking, but 
vci’j laiely, nlien ganja and ch iias (both of which 
aie deaiei than bhang) aie not obtainable, it is 
smoked bj pooici classes Smolnng bhang is not 
lestiacted to any locality oi class of people as fai as 
I know 

28 (a) About twenty giains, vv'oith one anna m 
Buima, and half an anna m India , 

(6) Vanes a gieat deal, but about a diachm 
in majoiaty of cases, costing fiom two to thice 
annas 

29 Oidinanly ganja and chaias aic mixed with 
tobacco , and bhang is mixed wath bhang massala 

Exceptionally the fiist two aio mixed wntli 
dhatiua and nux-v omica , may be wath caiitha- 
ndes 01 betel-nut, but iievei wath opium 

The ob 3 eet of mixing gan 3 a and charas w ith to- 
bacco IS to inciease the quaiititj' and prolong smok- 
ing by the pooiei classes Bhang is never drunk 
alone, but always with massah, which is sujiposcd 
to produce a nice cooling feeling iii the stomach 
Dhatuia is mixed with gan 3 a and cliaras bj 3 ogis 
and ascetics wath a vaew to increase the effect ot tlie 
latter two and reduce then varile ^lower The 
object of nus-v omica I am not in a position to saj 
The number of ingredients used to form bhang 
massala vanes a great deal It langes fiom black 
and white pejipei, sugai and milk, to poppy seeds, 
seeds of water-melon, almond, pumpkin seeds, 
diied rose petals, fennel seeds, sugarcaiidj'-, conan- 
der, cardamoms, etc 

30 These drags aie not used by all classes of 
people, but those who do use, aie in the following 
pioportion — Bhang about 50 pei cent, ganja 
about 25 pel cent and charas about 10 pei cent 
All of these aie geneially xnactised in company, 
lately in solitude Geneially confined to male sex 
and aftei about 35 jeais of age, but bhang is at 
times used by females and the young, but not 
gan 3 a oi chaias 

31 (a) Yes 

lb) No 

(c) Among well-to-do people theie is a tend- 
ency for the gan 3 a smokers to go to excess, but 
majority of working classes use the drags undei 
moderation 


I 32 I am not aware of anj leligious custom in 
legaid to the consumption of anj of these druas , 
but the consumers of these drags, when tliej pij 
iiiciidh vnsils among themselves, are exjiectetl to 
offer a smoke to one another, as is eiistomaiy 
among Europeans to offer a cigar or a jieg The 
custom is icgaided as essential, and is geneiallj 
temperate It gencrallj does lead to the form- 
ation of the habit aftenv aids, but it docs not do 
haim in any other wa} 

36 IMajoiitj of men deny havang substituted 
alcohol for an} of these drags , but from a few 
cases that hav c come under mj notice I feel certain 
in ni} mind that the sale ot ganja and chaias 
being stoiipcd, and thej being so exjicnsive in 
Buima, that it is quite beyond tlie means of manv 
topiocure them, that thej icsort to alcohol instead, 
and the consequences have been veiy serious on 
account of thou going to excess lu the hope ot 
getting the same effect ns that of ganja or cliaras 

I Lave no actual pi oof to diow at jircsenl, but I , 
icmember some cases that have come under ni} 
oVervalion among gaol warders and prisoners 

37 The difference in the effects of all the throe 
drags IS, as far as m} information goes, one of 
degree, cliaras being the strongest and bliang the 
nuldest of the three 

39 Smoking chans and ganja is less 10310 : 1011 = 
than eating B} the latter process the stomach 
IS upset It produces v omiting, sometimes purg- 
ing too, and the mdivadual, instead of fcelmg 
hajipv and comfortable, feels verj miserable I 
make the statement from wliat lias been told to 
mob} men who when on dutj or long marches, 
when the}^ could not get fire and chillnm (the- 
smoking utensil 01 pipe) for smoking, had to resort 
to eating, and the above-said was the result Ex- 
cessive use of chaias and ganja has produced in- 
sanity 111 a few cases 

40 In small doses it lias been presenbed a^ an 
aphrodisiac, but 111 large doses it has been used m 
combination with dhatuia as well as by itself, by 
jogis and ascetics as an anajihrodisiac It has 
been also recommended as well as often used as a 
preventive against malam and bowel complaints 
caused b} change of climate or water or bj march- 
ing tlirough unhealthy districts 

41 (a) (i) and (c) Yes, it is deeidedl} beneficial. 

(<7) In bowel complamts, beneficial 

44 Immediate effect is veiy pleasing He feels 
happy and forgets his troubles and trials for the 
time bemg He does feel refreshed It produces 
mtoxication which is, unhke that of alcohol, of a 
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verj’’ passive nature It creates appetite, but at 
the same time i£ he does not get food at once, he 
can beai hunger foi some time -without much 
distress or discomfort The duration of the effect 
vanes according to the dose and susceptibility of 
the individual, but generally it lasts fiom two to 
foul horns 

45 (A) It makes one tlun 

(c) It interferes -with digestion so fai that 
he does not take the same quantity of food, but 
somewhat less 

(rl) It neithei causes dyseutei}^ noi asthma, but 
it pioduces cough 

(e) It does not impan moial sense, excess 
induces laziness, but in moderation it is qmte the 
reverse 

(/■) Small dose excites sexual desire, but 
excess has qmte contrary effect In excess it 
deadens intellect and produces insamty, and appears 
to be merely as an exciting cause The tjqies of 
msamty are in majority of cases acute mama, and 
in a few, melancholia, and it is generally tempor- 
ai-jq but IS apt to recur by using the drug again 

(ff) Ho, not in the majority of eases It may 
be in a xeiy few cases 

46 Already discussed 

47 and 48 Ho 

49 (a) Yes 

(6) Yes 

(c) Yes, by indulging m excessive veneiy 

(d) Excessive use of hemp pioduces impotence 
•without fail 

50 Discussed alieady 

56 "When sufficient quantity of hemp is not 
piocuxable on account of its heavy cost, tobacco is 
mixed with charas and ganja with a -new to aug- 
ment their effect at less expense Besides, smok- 
ing a large quantity of chaias and ganja is sup- 
posed to be more injurious than smolang a mi-xture 
of these with tobacco Dhatma is mixed with 
these by jogis with a view to bring about imjio- 
tency I am not awaie of the piacbce of mixing 
any of the other drugs Bhang massala is used 
with bhang vvnth the object of its being a nervine 
tome and it being v eiy exhilarating 

57 Vide 39 already answered 

Oral evidence 

Questio^i 1 — I liave seventeen j ears’ service, and 
have been in Burma since 1877 Hearly the whole 
of my service has been passed in Burma I have 
been m civil employ since ]bhe latter part of 1878 
I hav e served m various distncts m Lowei Burma 
and in ^landalay I was in charge of the Eangoon 
Lunatic Asjlum for about a yeai and four months, 
and left that charge three months ago I have 
liad no other special expenence of insanity The 
mformation on which my answers are based is 


largely hearsaj, but I have endeavoured to V'enfy it 
by personal observation smee coming to Mandalay 
m 1890 The condition of mdivadual members of 
the Military Police attracted my attention, and I 
tried to discover to what causes the differences were 
due Eoi that purpose I enqmred into then liabits, 
their food, etc In the course of these enquiries I 
found that many men indulged in into-vicating 
drugs and liquois Mj object was to find out the 
cause of the tailing off in physique which came to 
my notice in many eases It a man came to hos- 
pital and I had to decide whether he was to be 
given leave I had to exarmne his medical history 
sheet and enqmre into his antecedents and liabits 
I did not take notes of these cases But I drew 
general conclusions, and those conclusions are em- 
bodied m mj written answers to the Commission’s 
questions The history sheets, medica' and other, 
did not help me to foim an opimon as’ the effects 
of ganja on the man, but gave me information as 
to the ehaiactei of the man since he had been m the 
battalion As far as I recollect, the sheet roll did 
not leeoid the man’s liabits in detail, but only m a 
general way Some of the men confessed to the ' 
use of ganja, notwithstanding that the drug is pro- 
hibited by law 

When I got the Commission’s questions I was in 
Rangoon I made special enquiries fiom about 90 
men among the Militaiy Police in Rangoon, the 
Military Police in Mandalay, and the jail of which 
I have cliarge, wnth a -view to testing the opmions 
I had pievnously formed The men of whom I 
made cnquines were selected through my Hospital 
Assistants I told them that I wanted to see and 
talk to men who were in the habit of consuming 
the drug, and the men who came to me were mostly 
consumers When questionmg the men I told 
them that I was only seeking information, and liad 
not any intention of getting them punished 
Most of my answers are based on my personal 
experience, substantiated by the enqmnes which I 
have made lecentlj’- Some of my answeis are 
hearsay Hone of my answeis related to the effects 
of the drug on Burmans In fact, I have nev'er 
known a Burman to consume the drug 

Question 36 — The men whom I questioned told 
me that they could get the drag in the bazar, 
though they had to pay rather a high price for it 
Two brothers I knew in Bassem, one of whom was 
a jail waider, used both to smoke ganja One of 
them, who was immarried, continued to take ganja 
in spite of the high price The other brother took 
to alcohol, ceased to send remittances to his family, 
and became a drunkard, and was dismissed the 
Gov'ernment service Tbis and similar cases hav e 
led me to the conclusion that alcohol is worse than 
ganja, and that alcohol is being substituted foi 
ganja among nativ es of India in Burma in conse- 
quence of the high cost of the drug 

Question 43 — My statement regarding lunacy 
resulting from the drag is based on my experience 
as Superintendent of the Lunatic Asjlum in 
Rangoon, and not on anj’- other facts 


41 Uvidence of Stjbgeon-Majoe. P W. DaIiZELIj, Civil Surgeon and Supei intendent. 

Cent} al IPrison^ Bassem 


1 In the course of practice both as Civil Sur- 
geon and Medical 'Officei of a jail, extendmg over 
thirteen years 

9 The only form lu wlueh I have met with 
ganja in this country is that Imown as flat ganja . 


I have no personal knowledge of other varieties or 
preparations 

>19 Ganja which is the onlj form with which I 
am acquainted is, I believe, used only for smokings 

23 I can give no information on this pomt 
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28 I have had no means o£ ascertiining this 

29 I nndeistand that tobacco and betel-lea£ aie 
mixed mth ganja £oi smolang puiposes I ]la^e 
no knowledge o£ the piepaiation (bhang massala) 

30 The consumpbon o£ gan 3 a is, I believe, 
chiefly practised m solitude and principally bj 
males, but female piostitutes are addicted to the 
habit 

31 I hai e so little expencnce that I am unable 
to give any lehable information on these jioints 
fiom personal obsen ation 

32 I know of none 

36 I have no data on winch to foim an opinion 
on tins point In this countrj , ganja is onlv^ u«cd 
by a few nativ es oi India The possession of the 
diug IS entiielj piohibitcd, but that it is used is 
pioved by the fact that individuals aic occasionallv' 
detected with consideiablc quantities 

37 I have had no oppoitunity of compiling the 
effects of these diffcient pieparations 

40 Not that I am awaie of I cannot «aj 

4-1 I have not had sufficient cvpeiicnte with 
icfeience to the action of the drag to give anv 
leliable infoiination on these points 

4-2 The above leply applies to this question also 

44- I have ncvei had a habitual consumer of 
ganjaundei obseiv ation, and cannot thciefoieicply 
to these queues 

45 (n) Yes 

(4) Yes In the few cases I have met with, the 


subiects have been thin and anamnc When the 
habit IS Gained to cvcess, it appeals to 11131110 
digestion 

{(]) I am not awaie that it causes eithei djsen- 
teij, bioiichitis 01 asthma 

(e) It cei-tainly impaiis the moral sense and 
induces habits of laviness 

(/) It peneits the intellect and inoduces in- 
‘•anitv I have not had ca'-es of toxic insanitj from 
this cause uiidei tieatmeiit, and theicfoie am 
unable to give an 031101011 as to whethei the abuse 
of the dnig was the exciting or picdisposing cause 
The form of iiisaiiiti is chiefly maniacal 

46, 4 7 and 4S Mj w ant of personal expenence 
debais me from discussing these questions 

49 The drag has a leputation as an aphrodisiac 
and IS u'^ed Iw natives of India, who aic jirostitutes, 
IMobablj to stimulate the sexual apjietite 

50 hit hnow ledge of the cflects of the dnig is 
too slcndei to enable mo to do so 

56 My know ledge of the effects of the dnig n 
too slendci to enable me to do so 

57 In the few cases I hav e met wath, the drug 
IS cliieflj emploj ed for smoljiig 

In concluBion, the dmg is eiitiioh prohibited in 
this piovancc I cannot iccall an instance in my 
own cxjxincnce in which a Bunnan was addicted to 
the use of hemp in anj foim "Want of expenence 
theicforc piccludcs me fiom giving anv nscful 
information legaiding its uses and effects fiom 
peiEoiial ex^wnciice 


42 Evidence of Surgeon-Major G T Tiiojias, Cml Swgeon, Moulmeik. 


1 Mj expenence of these drugs is ver^ limited , 
tliej are not used at all in South India, where I 
never saw an} cases for eleven }ears, and in Burma, 
except from two or three Indian prisoners, I can 
gather no information from persons who liave used 
these drugs These drugs are obtained pnvatclv 
by natives of India, but now it is xiracticall} not 
known to the Burmese, w ho use opium, if jiosEible 

Cliaras in Burmese Sc 3 ao ase 

Gan3a=:Se3ao 

Bhang =Bhen 

These two lattei names seem to lx; used foi 
gan 3 a or bliang 

19 Gan} a lb sometimes eaten with sugar and 
milk, when bhang is not jirocurable , gan 3 a and 
charas are iisuall} smoked b} the low er castes, four 
or five times a da}, 20 giains each time Some- 
bmes mixed wath ilramontnm seecN 

23 No , it IS onl} eaten In Central India and 
North-Western Provances, rarel} in Madras, and not 
now in Burma , some hav e taken to opium, as 
gan 3 a is obtained wath difficult} Bhang is eaten 
by Bralimins and better castes, one drachm daily to 
four drachms 

29 Ordinarily, wath sugai, milk, etc , betel 
leaves, also, for taste Exceptionally, nux-vomica, 
which creates greater intoxication Dhatura rarelvq 
as it dries up mouth and tongue Spices, sugar and 
milk 

SO Smolang in company, eaten in private, 
cluefly confined to males Prostitutes are the only 
females who indulge in it Gluldien m Upper India 
are given these drugs to induce sleep 

31 Easily formed Difficult to break off vol\m- 


t ml} Tlicre is a tendenev for the moderate habit 
to develop into the excessive 

32 Fakirt and hermits use tliese dings large!}, 
but there are no religious customs or rules wlueh 
encourage the coiibumptioii of these drugs, but the 
reverse 

36 Not tom} knowledge 

37 No difference in effects 

39 All cqinlh in 3 urious in excess, and also in 
exccsB tend to produce insanit} 

40 Not to ni} knowledge No 

41 (/) Improves apiMitite in small quantities 

(4) Yes, beneficial 

(c) Not useful as a febrifuge 

{d) Unlcnovvn, except to tcmporaiily allevaate 
pain (rheumatic, etc ) 

12 Ilirmless in moderate doses, otherwise it 
would liardl} be used so extcnsivel} b} various races- 
and castes in Ujiper India 

44 It IS refreshing and causes iileasant sensations 

Intoxication, }cs The} both alia} hungci and 
in small doses tliej create apjietife After-effects, 
headache, if much is used ‘ 

45 (a), (J) and (c) Not in modeiate doses 

{d) No 

(e) Not in moderate doses 

(/) Personally I liave not laiovvn the use of these 
dings produce insanit} permanently, but I liave 
not had charge of a lunatic as}lum I have only 
met a few cases of temporary excitement from the 
use of bhang 
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46 Bj excessi\e use these drags undouhtedlj 
may cause insanity In moderate doses it enables 
tiatives o£ India to undergo a great amoimt o£ 
physical labour which otherwise the> could not 

47 Not that I laion o£ 

48 Not to my knowledge 

49 Some Northern Indian races take these 


diugs as aphrodisiacs and prostitutes use them 
Large and continuous doses would produce 
impotence 

50 In e\cessive and long-continued doses these 
drugs would act in the reveise way to paragraph 49 

57 No differences known as to effects by eating 
or drinking these drugs 


43 jEmdence of Sukgeon- Captain RES Eavis, Superintendent, Central 


Prison, 

1 Onlj from obseivation o£ piisoneis and cii- 
minal lunatics who have been addicted to the habit 

19 The gan]a smokers I ha\e come dcioss 
make little oi no distinction between ganjaand 
elnias, but my expenence is veiy limited 

31 As far as my infoimation goeSj the habit 
IS easily foimed and difficult to bieak off Theie 
appeals not to be any gieat tendency to develop 
the habit to excess 

I am not in a position to giie any defimte 
opinion 

4 i It would appeal to bo refieshing and sooth- 
ing It certainly does, in some instances, pioducc 
some intoMCation 

45 I hai e met two well-maikcd cases of insanity, 
which weie appaiently caused bj’’ abuse of this 
habit In neither case was I able to obtain reliable 
infoiuiation, on which I could base an opimon as 
to4,he mental state befoie the habit began I 
liaie no doubt nhateiei that peisons of a neuiotie 
diathesis might find this habit the starting point 
of mental disease 

Oial evidence. 

QueHton 1 — I am of eleien >eais’ semce, and 
since 1885 I ha\e been in Burma I passed the 
fii-st two } eai^ m militaiy employment mth cinl 


Mangoon 

duties in addition Since then I have been in cml 
emplov I ha\e been in chaige of the Kangooii 
Central Jail since 1889, and as the accommoda- 
tion in the lunatic asylum is insufficient, I have 
had an aveiage of 60 ciiminal lunatics confined in 
the ]ail 

(Question 45 — The consumption of the hemp 
drags has not come befoie me as affecting the health 
of the people I have neiei diseoieied gan]a in 
the ]ail I lemember a small piece of some sub- 
stance which I was told was ganja, being once 
found on the peison of a pnsonei on admission to 
the jail 

The onlj' two cases in wluch I have seen any 
reason to connect the hemp drugs with insamty 
weic criminal lunatics admitted to the jail, and 
they weie Sikhs The cause was put down as 
ganja smoking I endeavoiiied to get evidence 
on the subject and applied to then command- 
ing officeis, but failed to get lehable infoima- 
tion that theie had been abuse of the drag Ques- 
tions put to the men who accompanied the pnsonei s 
also failed to elicit any infoimation bejond the 
fact that they weie ganja smokeis 1 was un- 
able to conc’iide with confidence tliat the insanity 
was due to pfanja in these cases, because theie was 
no endence of excess, and I could not leain the 
pievious histoiy of the men These aie the two 
cases mentioned in mj answei to q^uestion 45 


44 Evidence of Stjugeon-Captain R 

1 Bracticallj ml, as duimg my mi'itaiy semce 
I liad no cases to deal with, and since I Iiaie entered 
the Cml Department in Buraia I hai e been in 
the upper portion of the province, w hcie cases of 
tluB nature are compaiatuelj laie Of course 
there are the well-lcnoivn cases one hears of, of 
sepoj s iiiniiing amuck fiom excessiie use of these 
drags, but peiEonallj I liaie not met with one 

2 I do not know enough of this subject to give 
an opinion 

19 Thej aie eluefly used foi smoking , but tlie 
Hospital Assistant states tliat he lias seen lozenges 
made of ganja in Dacca and sold in the bazaar I 
have Icnown leij few peisons who dunk it at festi- 
vals, and in then pm ate houses both in Madias and 
Biiima 

23 Very often used foi smoking m parts of the 
Madras Presidency, Eastern Bengal, and North- 
West The middle class people generally, as a 
rale, to a moderate extent, but sometimes to excess 
at festivals 

28 I do not know 

29 Milk, sugar and spices are sometimes mixed 
with the drags to make it more palatable Opium is 
mixed to make it a naicotip Betel stalk is mixed 
with it to make it moie intoxicating I do not 
Imow bhang massala 

■vol Vll 


H Castor, Civil Surgeon, Yemetlnn 

\ 

30 and 31 I do not know 

32 I do not loiow any particulars on this sub- 
ject, but I know it IB u=ed at the Muliaiiam, 
Hob, and other festivals 

39 I do not know 

40 Natne doctors use it for diarihoea and 
choleia, also for poisonous bites, and a narcotic 
Foi cattle-disease, I do not loiow 

41 («) As a digestiie 

(i) Has a certain amount of stapng-pow’er 

(c) Yes 

(d) Narcotic, anodyne, and antispasmodie , but 
the action of the drag under these heads is limited 
and uncertain 

42 I certainly think that to a moderate extent 
these drags aie beneficial, owing to then actions 
above named 

44 I do not know 

45 (S) Not, so far as I know 

(c) Causes loss of appetite 

(if) No 

(e) Sometimes to a certain extent only 

(/) Do not know of a single ease of Insanity 
tins drug has produced 

3 H 
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4Gj 47 and 48 Do not know 

49 I Lave heard of its being used foi such 



opinion 

50 Do not know 


57 My expenence is limited on this question, 
and the only cases that I can recall now are those 
which I saw occurring at festivals, where some of 
the men both eat and dnnk gan 3 a to an excess 
w'hich subsequently acts on their constitutions and 
produces evil results 


46. Evidence of Assistant Surgeon O L. Moonshi, Civil Surgeon and Supeiin- 

tendent of Jail, M-uvibin, Thongioa District 


1 As the ganja is not much consumed by the 
people of Lowei Buima, my experience on the 
subject IS limited The infoimation fuimshed in 
the accompanying answeis is chiefly based on ex- 
penence ot the usage of the drug amongst the 
people of Lowei Bengal 

2 The defimtitions given by Di Pram of the 
three narcotic articles obtamed from hemp plant in 
India cannot be accepted for this province, inas- 
much as, except the ganja, charas and siddhi are 
seldom used by Burmese Ganja is locally Icnown 
as “ saykyouk ” or diy tobacco 

19 Ganja is used only for smoking 

23 Unable to give any information on this sub- 
ject 

28 Unable to give any information on this 
subject, as I have seldom come across habitual 
or excessive eonsumeis of ganja amongst the 
Burmese 

29 In India siddlu or bhang is ordmanly mixed 
withconandei and cardamom to give it flavour, and 
exceptionally with sugar to add to its intoxicating 
eSects Dhatura is oidinanly mixed with ganja 
by thugs 01 highway robbers, and administered to 
their victims with a view of inducing tempoiaiy 
unconsciousness so as to facilitate then object of 
plunder 

No , I do not know of bhang mussala 

30 The consumption of these dings mostly 
practised in company, and chiefly confined to male 
adults The female sex occasionally partake of 
bhang , children seldom consuming any of these 
drugs 

31 Yes , the habit is easily foimed and difficult 
to bleak off, as in the case of any other naicotic 
drug, e g , opium, alcohol, etc Theie is always a 
tendency in ganja also to lead fiom moderation to 
excess in its use 

32 I am not awaie of any amongst the 
Burmese, but amongst Hindus siddhi is used on 
the fomth day of the greatest Hindu festival called 
Bijaya, and the custom is regarded as essential 
It IS always temperate, and not likely to lead to 
the foi-mation of the habit oi other-wise injuiious 

36 I do not think that alcohol is now to any 
extent being substituted for any of the drugs, noi 
do I think it eiei will, for alcohol is deal, ganja 
cheap Half an anna woi-tli ganja will produce 
intoxication in a beginner, wheieas half an anna 
north alcohol -will fail to pioduce that effect 

37 The only difference in the effects of the use 
of these drugs is one of degree ganja pioducing 
the stiongest effects, and siddhi the least 

39 Instead of smoking ganja oi charas being 
less injunous than dnnlang or eating the same 
I am inclined to think that it is moie so, foi obvi- 
ous physiological reasons which it is unnecessary to 
discuss here 

40 Except bhang, winch is piesciihed by natne 
doctoi-s as a vehicle in caseg of diaiihoea, I am not 


anaie of any othei piepaiation of the drag being 
used medicinally bji^ them Ganja is sometimes 
used externally tor scabies, boiled in oil 

41 Yes , moderate use especially of bhang acts 
as an appetiser, alleviates fatigue, and probably to 
some extent letaids the wear and tear of tissues, 
consequent on seieie bodily exei-tion or exposure 
I am not aware of its auti-malanal effects, hut I 
would quote an instance from my memoiy, where 
thiee persons weie bitten by a mad dog and of 
these thiee one u as an inveterate ganja smoker 
This man escaped hydrophobia, uheieas the two 
others succumbed to it By this I donT imply 
that it IS the specific for the cuie of the malady. 
I have had no opportunity of givnng it a trial 

42 I do consider that the model ate use of bhang 
to those accustomed to it for any lengtli of time 
IS not only harmless but beneficial Suddemputting 
off of the supply to those -will be nece^arily 
followed by symptoms of dyspepsia and lethargy;^ 
in woiks 

44 The immediate effect is a sense of relaxation 
of the whole sj^stem, followed by intoxication 
Like tobacco, it is refreshing after undue exertion 
It both allays hunger and creates appetite The 
effects generally last fiom one to two hours, and it 
IS succeeded by a craving for moie When the 
first effects pass off, like alcohol, it has its aftei- 
effects too, but less in degree, and want of subse- 
quent gratification is attended with longing for 
moie and general lassitude, aches and pains 

45 (a) I have known habitual moderate con- 
sumers of these drags to enjoy robust health, 
possess sound intellectual powers and of ummpeaeh- 
able moials 

(6) and (c) No 

(d) No , on the contrary, asthmatic people often 
lesort to it, to allay then suffeiings Immoderate 
use causes gastio-intestinal irritation 

(e) No 

(/■) No, on the contrary, I have known of 
moderate consumers of hemp possessing bnlliant' 
intellectual powers Some of the nshis and jogis 
could be cited in support of the above assertion 
I hare known sanyasis (those who have cut them- 
selves off from all socialities and turned devotees 
foi life) well versed in Sanslait and piofieient in 
the knowledge of the foui Vedhas, at the same time 
addicted to the use of this drug All the oases of 
insanity that have come under my observation in 
Bm-ma, in none have I been able to trace its 
cause to abuse of hemp I have seen some cases of 
msamty amongst the natives of India brought on by 
abuse of this £ug, and I must confess that in one 
and all no predisposing influence to the disease 
could be traced The malady was solely due to the 
baneful effect of its immoderate use It generally 
produces sj-mptoms of violent mama I have 
known cases to recover aftei the drug lias been 
stopped and pioper treatment applied In some 
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instances tlie mental poi\eis bave sustamed an 
ineparable damage ' 

I am not aware o£ any cases o£temporaiy insani- 
ty reinduced by tbe use o£ tbe drag after libera- 
tion £iom lestraant The lattei part o£ tbe ques- 
tion I am unable to ansnei satisfactoiily, as I liave 
known none who bad bad to" indulge in tbe abuse 
of tbe drug to obtain lelief fiom mental anxietj oi 
brain disease 

46 Habitual excessne uee of anj of these drags 
will undoubtedly deteiioiate tbe healthy pioduee 
seiious gastio-intestinal disoidei, lead to im- 
morality and finallj drag its victim to tbe gates 
of an asjdum 

4)7 Assuredly not 

18 Same remarks as tbe aboi e apply here 

49 Yes, it 16 used as an aphrodisiac Tbe 
piostitntes use it also for tbe pin pose, but to a less 
extent than tbe alcohol I do not consider that its 
model ate use as an apbiodisiae is attended^ with 
more in]unous consequences than its use as a 
narcotic, because the same quantity n ould answei 
both the jmi poses I lia\e kuoivu no instances 
of importance resulting from tbe use of hemp 

50 Its excessne use as an aphrodisiac will 
certainly produce all those ill-efPeets of its abuse as 
a narcotic 

56 When adulterated with dbatuia and other 
narcotics, it -will produce deletenous'effects on tbe 
CTstem whether used in moderation or excess As 
already stated, except tbe adnnmstiation of dhatnra 
with gan 3 a by thugs to increase its narcotic effects, 
I know of no other substances that are added to 
it to modify its effects Both gan]a and ebaras 
are usually used nitli tobacco as a lebicle for 
smolcing 

57 I know of no instances wbeie it is eithei 
eaten oi drunk 

Oral evidence 

1 I belong to tbe Indian Medical Department, 
and have been twenty-one years m the service I 
took the degree of L M S at the Calcutta Um- 
\ernty m 1872 The first five years of my service 
were passed in Bengal and the last sixteen m Burma 
Ihaveneier held charge of a lunatic asylum, and 
have had no special experience m lunacy 

45 My answer refers to the period duimg which 
I was Assistant Surgeon m Bengal One case was 
a relation of my own, who began smoking at an 
early age and fimshed m the lunatic asylum He 
began to smoke at the age of 16, used to take 15 


cinllmns a day, and went mad aftei ten j ears’ in- 
dulgence m this habit He lived close to me, and 
I knew him almost from childhood I was about 
15 years of age when he began to smoke, and I 
was a Cml Surgeon in Bengal when he went mad 
He and I h\ ed as neighbours for six j ears aftei he 
began smokmg,but the last four jears of his history 
before he w'ent mad was only known to mebyhearsaj 
As we were eloselj related, I continued to know all 
about his liabits I am confident there was no other 
cause of insanitj but the ganja The first six years 
of lus smokmg produced no symptom of msanit}, 
but he neglected his studies and took to bad eom- 
panj The low companj he frequented was not 
criminal, but was vicious He may also have fol- 
low ed VICIOUS and licentious courses, but I did not 
attribute lus madness to his licentious courses, be- 
cause manj of the eompanj followed the same 
courses and did not go mad I hai e read of sexual 
indulgence as being one of the piincipal causes of 
insamtj, and oui Shasti as contain the same teach- 
mg I do not tlnnk the modeiate use of ganja will 
cause msamtv, because I have known mnumerable 
moderate smokers who have not 'become insane 
The insanity generally takes the foim of mama 
Mania can be produced by spirit dnnkmg, sexual 
excess, gnef, feai, and many other causes In the 
present case there were six jears of ganja smolnng 
followed by foui veais of sexual excess in addition 
to the ganja habit The ganja smoking was the 
exeitmg cause of msanity I was not present when 
the man went mad, but I ascribe the insanity main- 
ly to ganja smoking, because I saw no other pre- 
disposing cause I could not differentiate between 
insanity due to ganja and that due to sexual excess, 
but m tlus case attributed it to the former cause 
because otheis had indulged in sexual excess with- 
out going mad The others also went m for ganja 
smoking, but not to the same extent as this boy 
I knew them all as they belonged to my nllage, 
and am therefore able to make tms statement 1 
could not say whethei they mdulged in sexual ex- 
cess to the same extent as this boy The case went 
to the lunatic asj him, but I don’t remember which 
asylum The man is dead long ago 

In the Gaya district I saw one or two eases 
They were not, however, veij' bad cases, being partial 
abei ration of mind Thej occur red seventeen jeais 
ago The cases came undei my treatment as out- 
door patients, and on mj enqmiing the cause of 
then insanity I was told that it ivas excessii e use 
of ganja Tliey were not under my observation for 
any length of time I am not certain that these 
cases were due to ganja, as I am in the othei case 
pieviously described 


46 Evidence of Mahendra Nath Roy, Mei>ide»t Medical Officei, Oeneial Hospital, 

JRangoon 


1 My information is from — 

(ff) Occasionally drinkers of bhang in my part 
of Bengal as mentioned in the following pages 

(6) Three chains smokers amongst my co-lodgeis 
in Calcutta 

(c) About 15 ganja smokeis m my native village 
in Nadia district 

2 Di Pram’s information is, I believe, coriect 
as far as I have heard 

I 'have seen only one vanetj of ganja which, 
although I did not see enquirmgly, I believe, is 
round Chur ganja I have not seen Male oi 
female classification I have not heard of. 
vo! vii 


•The different products are known as siddhi oi 
bhang, cliaias and ganja 

19 I have seen them used only for smokmg. 
Ganja m cattle disease is given as bolus 

23 No 

28 As regaids ganja and bhang I am unable to 
answei 

An regards chaias — 

(o) Average allowance about 5 grams, cost 
Pi® 

(J) I have not seen any excessive consumer 

29 Ganja is always mixed with a few drops of 
water so as to make it slightly moist, and then 

3 h2 
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piepared Toy kneadmg on the palm o£ the hand 
This, I behe\e, makes it less pungent 

Chains is put into a capsule of piepaied tobacco 
(used in Bengal £oi smoking), and then put on fire, 
ivhich melts the ehaias and theiehy gets it mixed 
■with the tobacco This has also the same effect 
Bhang is used -with black peppei, amseed, lose 
petals, cucumbei seeds, milk and sugar These are 
supposed to have a cooling effect, but the term is 
used lather vaguely Dhatuia, opium, nux-vomiea, 
cantliaiides oi betel-nut is not used 

Bhang massala is sold in Calcutta for the purpose 
of its being mixed -with bhang, and is composed of 
black pepper, aniseed and rose petals 

30 Ganja and eharas smoking is considered de- 
grading in the Bengal society, and consequently 
they are not smoked in public , but ■when smokers 
meet they smoke together, and generally there is a 
place ■where they meet and smoke ^ 

Bhang is consumed in public, as sanctioned m 
the social custom mentioned under paragraph 32 , 
but it must be mentioned that a son usmg anything 
mtoxicatmg (ei en smoking common tobacco) before 
bis father or men of that position is not sanctioned 
by good manners I have not seen ganja or char- 
as used by females or males in their minority, nor 
have I seen bhang being used by minor males 
Pemales seldom use bhang durmg the above-men- 
tioned social custom 

31, I am unable to ans-wer 

32 There is a social custom in Bengal under which 
bhang is used on the fouith day of Durga Puja 
(the biggest of all Hmdu religious ceremonies held m 
Bengal about September oi Octobei) Hindus re- 
turning home after throiving the idol into water, 
visit and embiace each other Duimg these nsits 
bhang, piepared mto a syrup ivith the ingredients 
mentioned under paragraph 29, is offered as well as 
sweets It IS not essentiallj necessaiy to drink the 
bhang thus offeied It is generally temperate, but 
as it IS used once only m a year, and as there is no 
defimte rule about the strength, people sometimes 
find the amount of intoxication produced undesu- 
able I hai e nei ei seen any injmious effect pioduced 
by this Custom, neithei hai e I seen any one being 
habitual consumer of the drug 

36 None that I am aware of Use of alcohol is 
very laie in my pait of Bengal, but then alcohol 
shops aie few and far between 

37 and 39 I am unable to answei 

40 Bhang is used as medicme by kabirajes, and 
as a family medicme m diseases of the digestive 
oigans Gan]a is used in cattle disease 


41 Prom my limited expenence I am of opmi- 
on that all the three in moderate doses are — 

{a) beneficial as a food accessory 

(J) They give staying-powei under severe 
exertions oi exposme and also alleviate 
fatigue My reasons for {a) and (i) aie 
what I have seen 

People aftei dimking bhang eat a good lot, but 
those people oidmanly do not eat so much In one 
case I recollect there seemed no end of the feed and 
the man had to fimsh because there was nothmg 
more to give him The fevv cliaias smokers I have 
seen were good eateis 

Dooly-beaieis in my part of Bengal are all ganja 
smoker s IVhen their semces are vv anted.they hav e 
to be fed, and the measure of then ration is not an 
ordinary one Amongst all labouieis their labour 
IS the hardest They mil nev ei gi'udge a distance 
noi take shelter from ram oi sun if they get then 
ganja, extra for extra 

(c) I do not recollect ever treating a gan 3 a oi 
chaias smokei 

(rf) I have no expenence in any othei way 

41 Never had an occasion to enquire, but from 
what can be seen outwardly, these drags seem \to 
be lefieslung, do not produce intoxication that 
may be appaient in the consumers’ actions and 
conversations , allay hunger and cieate appetite I 
am unable to say how long the effect lasts, and 
what are the after-effects But the want of sub- 
sequent gratification pioduces longing 

45 (a) Habitual moderate use has appaiently 
no noxious effect 

(6), (c), (d), (e) Not that I know of 

(/) Does not deaden the intellect I liavo not 
seen insamty amongst those cases tliat I knew 

46 The two excessive smokerc I have seen 
were Iniown foi short temper and outspoken habits, 
otlienvise theie was notlung wrong phjsically, 
mentally oi morally 

47 and 48 I have not seen any case which leads 
me to that conclusion 

19 and 50 I am unable to answei, but so far 
I know that ganja and chains smokei s have 
children 

57 I have not seen ganya oi eharas being 
eaten, but I liave heard that when a ganya smokei 
falls short of lus quantity, he chews and eats it, 
as it IS believed that to produce the same effect 
it lequiies a smaller quantity when eaten than 
when smoked ' 


4i7 Evidence qf Assistant Surgeon Maung Thin 


Oial evidence 

In the case of Abdul Kadar, admitted this y ear 
(1894), thiee friends came with the lunatic They 
were not related to lum at all, but merely fnends 
I found out notlung about lus heieditavy^ history' 
They said they knew' Abdul Kadai, and lived mth 
him They said he had been eating ganya mth 
milk foi about a yeai They noticed he did not go 
to his woik as usual, and used to quaiiel mth 
people I asked about his previous habits They 
said he was sober and regular m his habits, and 
never quarrelled mth anybody I asked how 
much ganya he took They could not tell me 
They said he had been quaiielsome foi two or thiee 
days before admission to the asylum He had also 


been regular at his woik until within two oi three 
day's before When I asked how much ganya lie 
took, they said they could not tell, but it was vei^y 
much I did not ask how' often he took it a day, 
noi how much he spent on it, noi whether he was 
ever intoxieated with it They said they them- 
selves did not take ganya They were from 
Madias I asked nothing fmthei 

I hav'e been Assistant Surgeon in subordinate 
chaige of the Bangoon Asylum, only for ten 
months I Imow of only one case of alteration 
here of the entiy made by the Cml Suigeon in 
the “ history ” The cause had been shown as “ un- 
known”, but Di Dantii entered it as “opium 
eating ” I understand that this was because the 
patient came fiom a distnct wheie opium was 
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•much cateiij -md tins might be -i piobable cause aftei consulting Di Dantia, and obtaining his 

Dr Bakei altered the entiy again to “ unknown^' consent ° 


— I 

48, Evidence of Sona Mttll, JBj ahmm. First Gi ade Eospital Assistant^ m medical 

charge of Dispensary and Jail, Ilyanaung 


1 jMy ansneis aie fiamed accoidingto my own 
cxpenence 

19 Ganja and chains aie used only £oi smoking , 
but sometimes, if a habitual bhang diinkei can- 
not get bhang, he will use ganja foi diinlang , 
and in places whcie gan 3 a is expensive oi not 
easily piocni-ablo, such as in Buima, people often 
dnnk gan^a instead of smoking, as a small quau- 
titj will be sufficient to intoxicate, while moie is 
required foi smoking 

23 I have iievei noticed that bhang is used foi 
smolnng 

25 
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29 I have nevci noticed if any iiigicdients, 
such as dhatina, niK-vomita, opium, canthaiides 
or bctel-nut aic mixed with gaiija and charas 

Tlie follovvaiig mgiedients, called bhang massala, 
arc mixed wath bhang befoie it is pieparcd foi 
dnnlnng, u : , aniseed, black poppei, cucumber 
seeds, watei -melon seeds, poppy-head seeds, and 
almonds 

30 The drags arc gciicially confined to the 
male sex, with the exception of some bad women 
I have nevci knowTi children to consume these 
drage 

31 It IS easily foi med and can be easily broken 
off Yes, the moderate habit of using these drugs 
will gradually ran into excess 

32 Theie is no social oi lehgious custom that 
I am awTire for the consumption of these drags 
It IS likely to lead to the foimatioii of a habit, and 
it is injmious if taken in exce=s 

36 I don’t tlunk that alcohol is substituted for 

these drugs, because, firbt, alcohol is more expensive, 
second, most of the people w ho are in the habit of 
using these drugs arc Hindus and !Muhammadans, 
who, on account of caste prejudice, don’t like to 
take alcohol , 

37 The effect of charas smoking is the same as 
gaiija The effect of bliang drinking is milder 
than that of smoking cliaras and ganja, and has a 
more astniigent effect 

39 In my opinion the smoking of any prepaia- 
ration of the liemp plant is not less injurious than 
eating and drinking of the same, because in both 
wajs it will affect the neivous system 

40 I have seen in my country, Punjab, native 
doctois sometimes prescribe bhang dnnlang foi 


menorrhoogia, dysenteiy, insomma, some forms of 
dyspepsia , and barbers generally give bhang to 
dunk to Muhammadan boys betore the operation 
of circumcision I have ii^vei seen any one pieseiib- 
ing ganja oi charas foi any illness Bhang is 
sometimes used by the natives of India on cattle tor 
stomach diseases 

41 The modeiatc use of charas, ganja and 
bliang IS 'effectual as digestives, in alleviating 
fatigue, and as a neivnie stimulant, but^tem- 
poiarily 

42 The moderate use of any of these drugs 'is 
haimlesB, as people using these drugs in small 
quantity once or oi twice daiU' don’t suffer any 
ill effects. 

11' Tlie immediate effect of the moderate use of 
these drugs is refreslung and produces intoxication 
It creates appetite The effect lasts about fom 
houis The want of subsequent gratification pro- 
duces longing and uneasiness 

45 I have never seen a man suffer bad effects- 
by modciate use of these drags The modeiats 
use docs not cause dysentery and bionchitis, but 
produces laziness About five jeais. ago a police 
constable, a native of India, was under my treat- 
ment suffeiing from mama said to have been 
caused by excessive use of ganja smoking and 
bhang drinking He was sent to the lunatic 
asylum In 1877, wliile I was doing duty m the 
8th Regiment, hladras Native Infantry, 1 recollect 
a Madiasi sepoy died suddenly as soon as he le- 
turned fiom ball fiie On enqmry it was reported 
that he liad a smoke of ganja befoie he started at 
6 V V , and had anothei smoke on his letuin at 
11 A M This man was a habitual ganja smokei , 
cannot say whethei moderate oi in excess No 
post mortem wms held 

17 and 18 The habitual moderate use of these 
drugs does not appear to be a hereditary liabit, and 
docs not affect the diildien of the moderate con- 
sumer 

49 The moderate use of these drags is practised 
as an apliiodisiac, and its use for this purpose is 
reallj' injuiious The sexual desiie which is pro- 
duced by the use of hemp drags is false and tem- 
porai-y 

50 The excessive use of these drags is sure to 
pioduce impotency 

57 I have seen people eat and dnnk ganja 
sometimes, when they do not get bhang, who are 
in the Labit of dnnlnng it 

In conclusion, I beg to say, although the 
moderate use of the above drugs is harmless, they 
produce laziness and stupidity, and there is always 
a tendency of the moderate smoker and drinker to 
develop into excess, which IS mjuiious to the con- 
stitution, and makes the man useless for aiijr 
labour Tlieiefoie I think it will be good foi the 
public if the sale of these drags be stopped 
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49 Evidence of the Da Steachan, Eishop of Rangoon 


Oral evidence 

I hare Veen in the IMadras Piesidenc^ for 
twentj-two jears, and ovei eleven j ears in Burma 
In as a Missionaij in Tinnei ellj , and aftemards 
Seeretar} to the SPG Mission in Madias I 
baie since Been Bishop of Bangooii I Ined 
among the people in the Madias Presidency, at 
one time hemg seien miles from aiij European 
My expenence nas m Tinneiellj, Bamnad, and 
Madras itself I am also J\I D of Edinburgh 
Uiuversitv and did medical work as a Misisonaiy 
Por years I n as five hours a daj in my hospital 
I suppose I must haie presciibed from 300 to 500 
thousand times for iiatii es 

Mj experience n ith legaid to the hemp drug 
preparations is ahsolntelj m I Fust of all, amongst 
the people of the extieme south of India, nho 
consist to a great extent oi the Shanar caste, the 
ding nas not used at all I nevei remembei to 
Imemetapj case n here I had reason to believe 
that the diug had been used dunng m3 expen- 
ence in Tinner elly In Madras itself there neie 
a few cases nhere the patient came and I was led 
to ask questions as to the use of the hemp drug 
I have nerer had a case nheie a jiatient came to 
be treated for the results of the drag, but I hare 
had in Madras six or eight cases at the most, 
nhere I nas led b}'- the symptoms to ask questions 
as to the use The use was admitted in one or 
two cases But still I could not certainly tiaee 
the s} mptoms as the effect of the drags I have 
left all m3 records 111 the ranous hospitals, and 
besides, the cases are too few .to establish any 
conclusion In one 01 tno cases the connection 
of the symptoms rvith hemp drags was so fai estab- 
lished that, though the patient complained of 
something else, Itieated the drags as the or%go 
There seemed to mo non ous S3 mptoms, so to say, 
aihficiall3 produced Tlieienas no insamt3 But 
I saw signs, as I thought, of softening of the brain 
in one case The excitabilit3 displa3 ed led me to 
infei that the disease of the biam rvas caused by 
the many’s habits , and this led me to make enqui- 
iies, the lesult of which caused me to associate 
the symptoms with constant use of the drag It 
nas a meie impression Theie aie man3' other 
causes which might pi oduce these si mptoms, but 
b\ questioning one eliminates certain causes and 
is able to say “ In this such seems to be the 
cause This case occuiied about 1875 01 1876 
So far as I remember, I eliminated other causes 
I do not remember the treatment I followed , but 
I lecollect the diagnosis I think there weie one 
or tno moie cases in Madras in nluch my impies- 


sion was that biain disease nas traceable to hemp 
drugs In those cases I found no histoiy of liquoi 
Though liqiioi IS more common than gan]a in 
Madias, I found no liquor Instoiy in these cases I 
hare nerer read of brain changes fiom gan3a, but 
I piesume they might lesult from it as they do 
from liquor At all events, I diagnosed them 
as far as I could judge 

At the same time m\ expenence of hemp 
has been too limited to gir e any opinion on the 
effects of hemp drugs Then it must be home in 
mind that, though m3' hospital experience of hemp 
rvas small, there may hare been more in military 
01 police hospita’s, and so on My obseriation 
m respect to Southern India, so far as it goes, 
IS that the drug is liaidl3 used at all, ? e , in the 
Madras Piesidenc3 The ding has never in ani 
nai forced itself on m3'- notice in m3' itinerating 
work It has nerei come beioie me as one oi 
the evils mth winch a mi6sionar3 has to deal 
And in m3 missionaiy rusts to r’lllages, rvhen listen- 
ing to quairels and so on, I hare nerei found anj 
of this set down to hemp drugs 

In Burma the hemp drug has never come into 
m3 expenenee It has attracted m3 attention 
only from the reports I hare read in regard to 
smuggling of ganja I leceired copies of the 
questions of the Commission to distnbute I 
distnbuted ten copies, but onl3' leceired one 
answer I hare since enquued, and am told that 
Burmans ner er use the diug I hare nerei mj'- 
self met a Bm man who did I should sayfiom' 
what I hear that there must be difficulty in getting 
the drug b3 natires of India, but that theie is much 
biought in My impression is that theie lias been 
mciease of smuggling, but that ma3 be due to 
healing of more seizures hly impression is that 
scaieelj' a steamer of the B I S N Compan3 
comes in without some ganja The company do not 
appiore, but the stuff gets on board their boats 
But I have nerer seen the drug used at all since l' 
came to Burma 

Piom m3' limited experience in Madias, I feel 
diffieultj in saj ing anj'thmg definitelj' , but, gene- 
r.allj spealang, I may 533 that it is alrva3'B diffi- 
cult to inteifeie mth the intoxicant of a nation, 
and that it is unmse to do this w'lthout very gi ar e 
necessitr I think further that there seems to be 
a ph3 siological necessit3' for some kind of aitifieial 
stimulant in the human race Audit is a verj seii- 
Ous matter to attempt to inteifeie by force mth 
the habits of a race 01 people in legaid to then 
stimulants It has to be done with the greatest 
caution 


60 Evidence of Saw Maung, er-Saichwa of Nyannggwe State 


Oral evidence. 

Port Stedman is in the 173 aung3'rre State The 
State IS about 60 English miles in length from 
north to south by 28 in breadth from east to west 
Tiie Danu country borders on the State, and some 
Danu villages are mthin it The name of the 
capital of the State is Myawwgywe, and \t vs neav 
Port Stedman ' 

The hemp plant, Ihen Itn, is used but little for 
the drag, and pnneipally for its fibre in the State 
The Shan people only grow a few plants here and 
there, but the Palaungp, Kachms and Lawas culti- 


vate it in fields to a reiy small extent The occa- 
sional plants grown by the Shans are used for Ae 
drug The more extensive cultivation by the other 
classes is for the fibre Each patch of this cultiva- 
tion would be less than the area of this hall (60 
by 35 feet), and nearly ev'eiy' house would have a 
plot The drug is not made from this cultivation, 
and the plant thus grown for fibre is called “ gom 
bin ” The fibre is used in the house of the giowei 
and it IS not sold The “bhen bin” and “gom 
bin ■” are precisely the same plant I do not know 
if the male plant is removed when the plant is 
giown as a narcotic by the Shans , but the stem of 
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"the plant is split and a piece o£ ivood is inserted, 
and a chatty or other vessel is suspended over the 
flower head to prevent the plant gi owing and make 
the head grow thick All the plants grown foi the 
drug are treated in this way Tlie chntty lemains 
suspended ovei the plant foi about a month ^e 
stem is split when it has giown about as thick as 
the fingeij and the plant is cut down a month aftei 
I have never seen the seeds of the plant , but I 
have seen the plant gi owing The plant glows to 
a height of about 7 oi 8 feet, and is jnopagated 
by seed I have never heaid of the seeds being 
consumed When the head and itsleaies become 
dried, the “■ s630uk ” is fit foi use Theie is no 
piocess of preparing the flower head for stoiage, 
it 16 stored as it is gatheied No pait of the plant 
lielow the incision is tunied to use, not even foi 
hbie, because the stem is crooked and tlie fibie is 
spoilt by the splitting of the stem I don’t think 
the head contains any seeds About siv oi seven 
bunches oi heads aie taken fiom each plant The 
blanches of the plant are piessed togethei and 
thrust into the neck of the c/iatti/, which lattei is 
about a foot in diametei The chatty is made of 
mud and is light, but baskets are generally used 
The chatty or basket is supported by the plant it- 
self The bunch on the leading shoot is legaided 
as the best in quahtv This cultivation would not 
be found in eiery Shan village 

Among the Shans about two men out of a bun- 
dled smoke the drag , women neier smoke it The 
drug IS used in thiee diffeient ways The drug 
is cut into shieds, mixed with tobacco and smoked 
in the cigai It is not washed or piepaied before 
mixing with tobacco I can’t say in what piopoi- 
tion it IS mixed with tobacco The cigais in which 
it IS smoked aie very small, about the size of a 
cigaiette The smoke is inhaled into the lungs 
Tobacco IS not inhaled in the same way The drag 
is sometimes smoked unmixed, idled up into a 
cigai I have seen it so smoked, and the cigarette 
IS half the size of that in which the drag mixed 
with tobacco is smoked The “ tanape ” leaf is the 


eovenng of the cigar, the same as that used for 
tlie tobacco Cigar The drug is soxnebmes nuvetl 
in cmnes It is also used mecbcinall} , mixed with 
otliei drags, in tieatment of debility and dyspepcia 
It IS not used in the tieatment of fe\ei, but as a 
piotection against malana I don’t know if it is 
used for dj sentei-j I do not know of its being 
used foi cattle, but I liave heard that it is giien 
to elepliants when they liecome lean and weak 

Tlie diaig in small guantitj is exlulaiating, but 
in large doses the user becomes timid I lia\e 
heaid that, taken in excess, it causes madness I 
have seen a man become temporanly mad from an 
exeessiie dose The man is fiightened at e\ei-j- 
thing he sees, and therefoie I call it madness 
Such a man wall scream at a post, tlnnlnug it is 
about to fall upon lum He ivill remain in tins 
state for fi\ e or six days wathout a fresh dose I 
havenevei known any one become peimanently mad 
from the ding I have iieier heaid of any other 
drag being mixed with “sejouk” to mciease its 
strength The people of the Danu vallages within 
the State grow and use the drag in the same w ay 
as the Shans do They do not grow the plant for 
fibie I nevei heaid of the ding being taken in 
the form of dunk 

Since the Shans aie Buddlusts, all intoxicating 
dings weie piolnbited in the Nyanngywe State 
The hemp drug was only allowed to be grown for 
medicinal purposes Foi the first offence an offend- 
ei would be lightly jiunished, on a second convac- 
tion he would be impnsoned The State did not 
take any special steps foi enfoicing the piohihition 
I used occasionally to pumsh offenders myself, but 
the punishment was always v eiy light I think it 
would be possible to put down the cultivation by 
severe measuies There would be no strong feeling 
against such measuies, because, unhke opium, the 
habit of using hemp can be easily broken People 
would smoke tobacco if depnved of liepip 
“ Shjouk ” IS nevei sold out of the State People 
grow it only £oi their own use, and sometimes it is 
given to fnends 


51 Evidence of Ktingyi, uncle of Saiohwa of Rf,ipan ( Thtbaw) 


Oral evidence 

The State of Hsipan (Thibaw) is noith-east ot 
Mandalay I am uncle of the chief and his pmici- 
pal advisei The hemii plant is not cultivated m 
oui State foi narcotic purposes, so £ai as I know 
It may be, but I do not know The Kacbnis 
o-iow the plant foi fibie, but tbeie aie no Kacluns 
in oni State I have never seen the drag used m 


the State, but I believe tliat it is used both for 
smolang and also in cuiiy The use is not pro- 
hibited in the State, because there is no need to 
piohibit the use The sub]eet has nev ei come up 
foi any administiativ e action It has nevei oeciii- 
ed to me to liave it piohibited, for, though theie 
may be use of the drug, I do not think theie is in, 
oni State 


52 Evidence of Kinwn Mingti, C S I , Enme Minister to the late Oovein- 

ment of Ew ma 


Oral evidence 

XJndei the Burmese Government the hemp drag 
was undei prohibition because it was one of the 
things piohibited by the Buddhist religion The 
piohibition was enforced by light punishments 
Foi the fiist offence the offendei would be waraed, 
and surety for good behavioni taken fiom him 
Foi a lepeated offence the offendei would be im- 
pnsoned Offences weie brought to light by the 
officeis of police No special oideis on the subiect 
were issued to the police, but the people knew they 


weie not allowed to indulge in intoxicating dings 
As Pnme Mimstei, I bad no personal connection 
with such oases, and I do not theiefoie Imow how 
the prosecutions originated I have known people 
to be pnmsbed foi breach of this prohibition, but 
the pumshments weie awarded by the Police Alagis- 
tiate No special law on the subject was passed 
duimg my tennie of office as Pnme Ministei The 
cultivation of the plant was not piolubited, but the 
piohibition was against the use I have seen tlia 
plant when I was young, but I shonld not be able 
to lecogmze it in the field now I nevei heard of 



its being cultiiated anj'nhbie in Buima iindei 
Buimese rule I neiei Iieaid o£ the drag being 
need in the palace mixed -nath tobicfco in cigaiettes 
It IS possible it was used, but I do not think it 
could ha\e been I neiei heard o£ its being used 
by any servants o£ the king Theie weie some 


mtiies of India Inang in Mandalaj under Bnimese 
rale I nevei heard o£ then using hemp, but if 
they bioke the laws they weie dealt lyith by the 
British Eesident The piohibition against hemp 
would not apply to them 


63 JEviclenoe of Mtowbn IT. Pe Sr, C I E , late Town Magtslrate of Mandalay, 


Oral evidence 

I was Tou n Magistiale of Mandalay dunng the 
Bmman Buie £oi seienteen 3eais Dining the 
Buimese time, the peison uho diank liquoi would 
be dealt uith seieielj the opium eonsumei less 
seveielj', und the gania smokei iiould be least 
seveiely punishable Dnnk uas most seiciely 
punished, because the man uho takes liquoi is 
vaolent and quaiielsome Ganja makes a man 
moie 3ocose and not violent Opium is moie ev- 
pensive than ganja and moie difficult to give up 
as a habit, and uas theiefoie thought a noise habit 
I think also that the man n ho uses opium becomes 
a lazy man and unfit to do anj thing The ganja 
eonsumei does not , and a man docs not get into the 
habit of smoking ganja, as in the case of opium, 
so as to be unable to giie it up But all thicc 
were iiiohibited The piohibitiou originates in 
religion, but the king sanctioned it No special 
measuies w'eie taken to enfoice the pioliibition , 
but when people weie found using the drag thej 
wei e punished n ith a light punishment The 210I1CC 
might find them , but thej' had no special oidei 
to seaicli out the use of this drag But it was tlio 
jiiactice to lead the gcneial xnohibition of intoxi- 
cants oveiy montli at fasts along wath the othci 
moial laws sanctioned ly the king The iiohce, 
howevei, liad no special oideis to seaich out such 
cases Onlj if people became noisy 01 otheiwase 
attracted notice the police would inteifere One 
01 two cases of jiiosecution foi use of intoxicants 
imght occui in this ton n 111 a 3 eai 

The piohibition legaiding the use of gan3a would 
not extend to cultii ation Befoie becoming Town 
Magistrate I was a Commissionei on the soutliein 
boidei of Ilpjiei Buima Theie was cultivation, 
but veiy little Theie would not be moie than a 
plant in a hunch ed houses Thei c was no pai t whei e 
I knew of cultiv ation being moie estensn e than 0113 
othei I heal d that ^nia was also impoitcdfiom 
the Shan States, but I did not Icnow tliat of pei- 
£onal knowledge 

I cannot speak to the extent of the use in the 
eountiy generalh In Mandalay ]ieihaps about 
iifteen 01 twent3 in the whole cit3 weie convicted 


of having used it I mean fifteen 01 twenty 
Bnimans Ilindus and othoi natives of India use 
the drag much moie than Buimans It was alwa3 s 
obtainable at shops w heie people sell medical ihaigs 
Theie was no piolubition against sale of the drag at 
all The piolubition IS onl3 against use Notvnth- 
standin^ tlus piohibition, the gan3a was used in small 
do'cs in pi})es thiough watei and also in cigais and 
also Bomclimcs without tobacco in cigaiette iorm 63 
all classes, even b3 iieisons emqiloyed in the jialace 
itself Tlus iiijic vv as nev er ‘used £01 tobacco and 
not fiequcntl3 toi ganja Ganjawas moie genei- 
all} smoked in a cigar Gan]a was not vvidel3'' 
used , not maiy pcoiue used it, but some did of 
all classes In the palace it was onl3 Eecietl3 used 
The man smoking it would diavv lus smoke into 
his month and blow it into the hole in the flooi 
made foi spitfmg into, so that the smell might not 
get abioad This wws not oidinanl3' done vnth 
tobacco 

I have seen cases in which iiei-sons got mad £01 
a few davs fiom ganja ,but 1 luive not heard of 
cases in wluch a man got mad j>ermancntl3 fiom 
using ginja As City Jlagistratc I dealt vvatli 
insane jicraons Inovci had 0113 peison jieima- 
ncntl3 mad fiom ganja liefoic me I saw about 
ten eases in a 3001 of tcmporai’3 madness fiom the 
use of ganja dunng the seventeen jeais of my 
office Thev were mostlj of the lowest class of 
Buimans The insanity did not last even an horn, 
genei-all3' about fifteen minutes Some of the^e 
cases weie brought bcfoic me as a Magistrate and 
some I saw pnv atelj About tluee 01 foui bun- 
dled pel sons intoxicated from liquoi would be 
biouglit befoie me as a hlagistiatc in a jeai 
About twice as manj people weie found intoxicat- 
ed fiom opium than fiom ganja kTlien I said 
liefoic that theie vv eie only “ one 01 two cases of juo- 
sccution £01 use of intoxicants in a 3 ear,” I meant 
cases in which theie weie complainants owing to 
assaults havang been comnutted, and so on My 
juiisdiction extended considei-abl3 bejond the city 
of Mandalaj 



